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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His ExcgUpncy Colonel the Right Hon’ble Sir Jomf Anbeasojc, P.C., 

G.C.B., G. C.I.E. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’hle.Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, kt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — ® 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

f>. Eegi\lntive. 


The llon’hle Alhadj Sir Ahhii.IvHiim Ohvznavi, kt., in charge oi 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

8. Jurisdiction.* 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests 

fi Irrigation. 

The Hou’ble Mr. J. A. Woodhkad, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

6. European Education. 
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GOVERNMENT OF EEN UAJL. 


, Th6 Ilon’ble Mr. W. D. R. Prentice, c.s.i., c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

X. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

0. Judicial. 

7. Hazaribagh Reformatory School. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Kuyvaja Nasimuddin, c.i.e., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Education. 

2. Registration. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Local Self-Government. 

2. Excise. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


President. 

The Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat Chaudhtoi, kt., of 
Santoeh. 


Deputy President. 

Mr. Rajsaur Rahman Khan, b.l. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Forty*ftrst •easton. 

1. Mr. W. H. Thompson. 

2. Mr. Stamaphosad Mookkrjek, Bar.-at-Law. 

3. Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin. 

4. Mahamja Sms Chandra Nandy, of Kasimbaaar. 

Secretary to the Council — J. W. McKay, i.s.o. 


Assistant Secretary to the Council— Vacant. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Afzal, Nawabzada Kliwaja Muhammad, Khan Bahadur. [Dacca City 
(Muhammadan).] 

tm , Ali, Maulvi Hassan. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, ’Maulvi Syed Nausher. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
Austin, Mr. J. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

B 

Baksh, Maulvi Shaikh Rahim. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

llaksh, Maulvi Syed Majid. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 

Bal, Balm Lalit Kumar. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bal, Rai Sahib &arnt Chandra. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Debendra Nath. [24-ParganaB Rural North 
(Non-Muhammadan).] 

Bauer; ji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerji^ Rai Bahadur Keshab (Chandra. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madun).] 

Banuerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, m.h.e. [Rangpur West (Non-Muham- 
madan).] • 

Basir TTddin, Khan Sahib Maulvi Mohammed. [Rajshahi North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Nadia (Non -Muhammadan).] 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M., Bar. -at- Law. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bural, Babu Gokul Chand. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muham* 
mad an).] 

Burn. Mr. H. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

0 

Chatterjee, Mr. B. C., Bar. -at- Law. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhana* 
madan).] 

Chaudhun, Babu Kishori Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muham madan ). ] 
Chaudhuri, Babu Siddheswar. (Expert, Nominated.) 
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ALPHABETICAL LI8T OF HEMBEB8. 


Chaudhuri, Dr. Jogendra Chandra. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-aunam- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuizaman. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizur* Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syed Osman Haider. [Tippera North 
(Muhammadan).] * • « 

Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar. [Chittagong North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ohowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South ^M uhamm a dan ) ] 

Ohowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, b.l. [Dacca West Rural (Muham- ^ 
madan).] 

Cohen, Mr ¥ D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) • 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

D 

Dain, Mr. G. It., c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Dae, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar, m.b.e. [Chittagong (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dbb, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar. [Dacca Cit/ (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [MymenBingh South-West 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

Faroqui, the Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M., Khan Bahadur. [Minuter.] 
[Tipper* South (Muhammadan).] 

F»wcu«, Mr. L. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Fadullah. Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (M uhammadan ) ] 
Forreeter, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 

Gangali, Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar. (Nominated O fficial ) 

Okie, Dr. Amnlya Baton. [Howrah Municipal (Non-M nhammadan) ] 
Ghose, Rai Bahadur Sasonka Comar, c.i.e, (Dacca University.) 
Ghuinavi, Hie Hon 'hie Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, kt. (Member. Executive 
Council.) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 




Gilchrist, Mr. R. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa, c.i.e. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Guha, Babu Profulla Kumar. [24-Parganaa Municipal North* (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. t c.i.*., m.h.e. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

H 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. [Mymensingh Central (Muhammadan).] 

> Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Henderson, Mr. A. G. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Hogg, Mr. G. P. (Nominated Official.) 

Hooper, Mr. fl. G. (Nominated Official.) • 

Hoque, Kazi Emdadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. ( Malda rum Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Hossain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bakargonj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fail-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-official.) 


K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kasem. Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Khan Bahadur kfaulvi Muazzara Xli. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
•Khan, Mr. Hazaur Rahman, n.L. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan).] « 

L 

Lai* Muhamraed Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Lockhart, Mr. A. R. E. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. . (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Mr. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Maeon, Mr. G. A. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

McClukie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 


* Deputy Prwidsnt, Bsngal Ifiihtiw CotmeiL 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS. 


Mitter, the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder, k.c.s.i., c.i.e. (Member, 
Executive Council.) 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

* Momin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. [Noakhali East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar.-at-Law. (Calcutta University.) 

Mortimer, Mr. H. R. [Rajshahi (European).] * • 

Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satisti Chandra. [Hooghly Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-Ea- 4, 
(Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Beliary. (Nominated Non-official.) 

• 

N 

Nag, Babu Suk Lai. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kasimbaznr. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.r.K. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] • 

Norton, Mr. H. R. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

P 

• 

Petre, Mr. B. F. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Philpot, Mr. H. C. V. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Poddar, Seth Hunuman Prosad. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Prentice, the Hon’ble Mr. W. I). It., c.s.i., c.t.f. (Member. Executive 
Council.) 

Pun- tor, Lt.-Col. A. 11., n.s.o.^ f.u.i .s.e., i.m.s. (Nominated 

Official.) 


q. 


Quasem, Maulvi Abul. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

R 

Raheem, Mr. A., c.i.k. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Ruhman, Maulvi Azicur. [My men singh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. [ Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. U 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Pargana* Rural (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Deb.' [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Khetter Mohan. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Bal*i # Nagendra Narayan, b.i.. [Rangpur East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Ray, Maharaja Jagadish Nath, of Dinajpur. [Dinajpur (Non- 
• Muhammadan).] 

Ray,- Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar, m.a. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 
•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath^ kt., of 
Santosh. (Dacca Landholders. ) 

Ray Chowdhury, Bahu Satish Chandra. fMymensingh East (Non- 
^Muhammadan).] 

Ray Chowdhury, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Reid, Mr. R. N., t’.i.F. (Nominated Official.) 

Ross, Mr. J. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Rout, Bahu Hoseni. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Roy, Babu Haribansa. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Jitendra Nath. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Roy, Mr. Saileswar Singh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Roy, the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Piasad Singh. [Minister.] [Burdwan 
Sofltli (Non-Muhamtnadnn). J • 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 
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Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad.' [24-Parganas Municipal (Muham- 
• .niadan).] 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Samad, Maulvi Abdus. [Murshidahad (Muhammadan).] 

Sarker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sen, Mr. B. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Parganas Municipal South Non- 
Muhammadan) . ] 

Sen, Rai Sahib Aksboy Kumar. (Faridpur North (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

8«n Gupta, Dr. Naresh Chandra. [Mymensingh Wert (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Singha, Mr. A run Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

- • Prmdmt of tt» Bsngal L#gi*Utir* Ooonofl. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MBMBBBS. 


Singh, Sri jut Taj Bahadur. [Mnrshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sinha, Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Bard wan 
Landholders.) 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. (Nominated Official.) • • 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

Suinner, Mr. C. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

T 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Townend, Mr. H. P. V. (Nominated Official.) 

W 

Wilkinson, Mr. H. R., cm.e. (Nominated Official.) 

Woodhead, the Hon’ble Mr. J. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

(Official Report of ths Forty-first Session.) 

Volume XL I— No. 2. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act 

• The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 13th March, 193-3, at -3 p.m. * 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Maxmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuki, kt., of Santosh) in the ("hair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Minister* and 107 
nominated and elected members. 

Oath or Affirmation. 

The*following member made an oath’or affirmation of his allegiance 
to the Crown : — 

Rai Bahadur Sunil Kumar Gangali. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Attaohmont of the properties of Miss Kalpana Dutt’s father. 

*27. Dr. AMULYA RAT AM CHOtf i (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the movable properties of the father and other relatives 
of Mias Kalpana Dutt have been attached? 

(b) In what circumstances is she absconding and who is responsible? 
( c y ’WJhat are the reasons for the great delay in re-arresting her? 
(d) Have the Government taken any action against the I. B, staff 
for their failure so far to find the whereabouts of Miss Dutt? 
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QUESTIONS. 


[13th Mak., 


MEMBER ill ehtrgo of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (too Hon’Mo 

Mf. W. Ok R. Prtfltice): (a) The movable properties of Miss Kalpana 
Dutt’s father and uncle have been attached, on account of a forfeited 
bail bond executed by them. 

(b) She absconded from bail while proceedings under section 109, 

Criminal Procedure Code, were pending against her. Her sureties were 
responsible for her appearance in court. # # 

(c ) Her sureties have failed to produce her and she has been success- 
ful in concealing her whereabouts. 

(d) No. 

Mtlflvi EYED MAJID BAJC8H: With reference to answer (d), 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what special measures 
have the Government taken for the arrest of the absconder? 

THft Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: All the measures that 
are in their power. 


Malaria in Janai in the Hooghiy district. 

*28. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact, that in the year 1931-32, 196* deaths 
occurred due to malaria in Janai and its neighbouring villages within 
the subdivision of Serumpore in the district of Hooghiy? 

(b) Is it a fact that 213 persons suffered from malaria fever in 
the abovementioned villages and it enused a panic in the locality? 

(c) Is it a fact that at the request of Babu Gopinath M'ukherjee, 
the Subtlivisional Officer of Serumpore paid a visit to the affected areap 
of the above villages to ascertain the root cause of the heavy mortality 
from the violent outbreak of malaria? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action has 
been taken to improve the sanitary condition of the above villages? 

(e) If no action has been taken yet, are the Government consider- 
ing the desirability of taking any action now or in the near future? 

MINUTER in odtr«i of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (tht Hon’lMo Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) and (b) 

Separate figures are not available for these villages. Figures for 
Chandit&l* thana are given in the statement which is laid on the table. 
No panic was reported. 



QUESTIONS. 



Jp.} QUESTIONS. 

\ b* ( c ) and (d) He paid several visits, one of which ’ 
d Babe Gopinath Mukherjee and requested the union board to clear 
jtiagdft end to clear tanks and drains: these measures are reported 
to have led to a great improvement. 

The Central Co-operative Anti-malaria Society organised work for 
the clearance of the Sarasw&ti river through volunteers from the local 
societies. « m 

(e) Does not arise. 


•*Stategi€nt referred to in the reply tn starred questum .Vo. 23 (<t) and- 
'jJP) shotritly the number of deaths from mnlarta and fevers in the 
C hand i ted a police-station dun up the years 1931 and 11132* 


Deaths from malaria— Deaths from fevers— 

1931" 369. 1931—942. 

1932 617. 1932 1,326. 


Ullapara railway station of tha EasUrn Bengal Railway, 

*29* Khan Bahadur Maulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHAN; (a) Is the 

llon’ble Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Depart- 
ment ago re — # 

li) that Ullnparu is one of the impoitunt stations in the Sarn- 
Sirajganj Branch of the Eastern Bengal Bailway; 

(it) that there is no # waiting room for the third and inter class 
passengers ; 

(hi) that the waiting room for the first and second class passengers 
is very smaU and badly furnished ; 

* ♦ 

(tr) that there is no platform for getting into and getting down 
from the trains ; and 

(r) that the stoppage of all train# in that section is not more 
than two minutes j^nly ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps at an early date to remove tha said inconveniences? 

MEMBER in charge of PUBLIC WORK! (RAILWAY*) DEPART- 
MENT (ft» HtftMMt Mr. 4. A. W«9*Md)r (a) <•) Yet. 

(»*) There is an inter and third dm passengers’ wafting kail and! 
•bm am Indian ladies’ waiting room provided at thin station. 



lf # Q(JE8TI0p. [13riiM**. f 

(in) The first and second class waiting room measures UKx7' 
and is furnished with 15 articles of furniture. Considering the number 
of upper class passengers booked from and to Ullapara during the 
last 6 months which on the average was less than one per diem, the 
present accommodation appears adequate. 

(tv) There is no raised platform at Ullapara but a nil level plat- 
form only as is usual od branch line. w , 

(r) There are three up and three down trains at this station. Of 
these one stops for 12 minutes and the rest are allowed 2 minutes' 
stoppage. The volume of traffic at the station does not warrant a. 
longer stop. 

(6) In view of the facilities already provided it is not proposed 
to take any steps in the matter. 

Mtlllvi 8YE0 MAdID BAK8H: With reference to answer (ir), 
is the Hon’ble Member aware that the want of a raised platform causes 
inconvenience to passengers, male and female? 

Th# HOfl’bJt Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD. I believe it does, Sir. 


EsUMishmtnt of the Counoll Department. 

*30. Mr. P. BANERdlS (a) Will the Deputy President, Bengal 
Legislative Council, on behalf of the Hon’blfc President be pfhased to 
state— 

(i) what is the present clerical strength of the newly-created 
Council Department; , 

(it) what are the grades of salary of the clerical staff; 

(Hi) how many gasetted officers are there in the Council Depart- 
ment; and * * • 

(*fc) what are their respective salaries? 

(b) Will the Deputy President be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the preaent strength of the clerical as well as the gasetted 
staff of the Council Department is the minimum requirement for the 
present Council? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Deputy Presi- 
dent be pleased to state whether the consideration of the question of 
the increased staff for the proposed enlarged Council after the next 
reforms has been taken up? 

(d) Will the Deputy President be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the gasetted staff of the Council Department is comparatively 
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insufficient in comparison with the gasetted staff of the Legislative 
department P 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Deputy Presi- 
dent be pleased to state what steps are being taken to remove this 
anomaly P 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Mr. Ruaur Rahman Khan): (<*) A 

statement is laid on the table. 

( b ) Yes. 

(c\ No. 

(dY The strength of the staff of the Council Department was not 
determined on « comparison with the strength of any other department, 
(e) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 30 (a). 
Present clerical strength of the Council Department — 

1 Superintendent on Rs. 150 — 10 — 250. 

1 Assistant on Rs. 175—25 — 200. 

7 Assistants on Rs. 60 — 60 — 65 — 4 — 145 — 145 — 150. 

3 Typists on Rs. 45 — 5/2 — 100. 

In addition there are .two reporters — # 

1 Senior Reporter on Rs. 250 — 10 — 350, plus special pay of 
Rs. 150. 

1 Junior Reporter ,on Rs. 100—10—140—10—240, plus special 
pay of Rg. 75. 

The gazetted staff of the Council Department is as follows: — 

• m 1 Secretary on Rs. 600 — 25—850 — 50 — 1,100. 

1 Assistant Secretary on Rs. 300—20-400-25-500. 

Mr. NARiNDRA KUMAR BA8U; Will the Deputy President be 
pleased to say with reference to answer (d) what determined the 
strength of the staff of thet, Council Department? 

♦ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not understand the question. 

Mr. NARINDRA KUMAR BAtUl In the answer it is stated that 
the strength of the staff of the Council Department was not determined 
on a comparison with the strength of any other department. Now I 
want to know what was it that determined the strength of this 

department. 
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If QUESTIONS. [13th JCai., 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It wh determined on tbe amount 
of work that if necessary for the department to do. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: Will the Deputy President be 
pleased to state why he has not got the Secretary to the Department 
behind him to prompt and to give him materials for the answer ? 

• • 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is not for me to answer. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Deputy President be pleased to state 
why there are only two gazetted officers in the Council Department* 
and four In the Legislative Department f 

Mr. bEPUTY PRESIDENT: It depends on the work of the two 
departments. They are not similar nor identical. 

Mr. P. BANERdl: Will the Deputy President be pleased to state 
whether the work of the Legislative Department is much heavier 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that question arises out of the 
main question. Mr. Deputy President has already answered that the 
staff was not determined on any comparison between tbe two depart- 
ments. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: May I submit, Sir, jhat the Deputy President 
just pointed out that because the work of one section is heavier, four 
officers are necessary for that section? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I did not*say the work was heavier. 

I said the work was different. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Apart from heavy work, may I ask whether the 
position of the Council Department has not been lowered by fixing the 
salary of the Secretary at Hs. 1,100, while the pay of the Assistant 
Secretary in the Legislative Department has been fixed at Rs. J,600? 

„ Mr. PRESIDENT: You are again trying to draw comparison. 
The Deputy President has already answered that the staff and tbe 
salary were not determined on any comparison. 

Mr. BMANTi EMEKHAREIWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Deputy 

President be pleased to state whether 

ti * 

Mr. NARKMDRA KUMAR MMIl 0» . point of order, Sir. I* 
the Depot; President on hon’ble gentlemen? (laughter.) 
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Mr. SHARTt MIKHARMWAR RAY I I Wmt* tl»t > » 
specking on behalf of the Hon’ble President. May I ask him whether 
tie minimum requirement has been fixed by the Government or by the 
Hoa’ble President ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I want notice of that question. 

KHm UhadHr Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Deputy Preei- 
dent be pleased to state whether the Assistant Secretary has been 
appointed ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. 

M«ll*i SVED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Deputy President he 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the Council staff is over* 
worked and work till 8 o’clock at night. 

x * , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is more or less a departmental matter. 

* Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, you were pleased 
to disallow my question but may I point out that in the answer the 
gazetted staff Has been shown as follows: One Secretary and one 
Assistant Secretary. I only wanted to know whether the Assistant 
Secretary is already on the staff. 

Mr.-DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No. , 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Deputy President in a position to 
contradict me if I say that the work of the Legislative Department 
consists only of drafting official Dills, while the work of the Council 
Department is 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I do not allow* that question. The Deputy 
President has already made it absolutely clear that the staff was not 
determined on any comparison between the two departments. There- 
fore why should you draw an analogy between the two? Besides, he 
is not in a position to answer any question relating to the Legislative- 
Department. , 

Mr. P. SANER Jit I only wanted to point out that the Council 
Department is overworked. 

Mmilvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Deputy President be 
pleaaed to inquire whether the staff of the Council Department is oven- 
worked or not? 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It will be inquired into. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Deputy President be 
pleased to state whether the statement that he has made is from his 
personal knowledge? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: May I point out, ‘Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Are you making a statement? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: No, Sir, I am making a 

request to you that the Deputy President should have a seat near waiter 
the Council Secretary to answer these supplementary questions. 
(Laughter.) I am quite serious about it. 

Looftl ministerial officers in the civil and criminal courts in the districts. 

•31. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whdt 
percentage of the present ministerial officers in the civil and criminal 
courts in the districts are local people? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the advisability of enforcing in the matter 
of postings of ministerial officers the same rules that are followed in 
the case of gazetted officers? • *■ 

MEMBER in oharge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon ’We 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (n) A statement is laid on the table. 

(6) No. 

Statement referred to in the refly to starred question No. 31 (o). 

Percentage of ministerial officers recruited locally in the civil and 
criminal courts in Bengal: — 


Name of district, 

Civil 

Court. 

Criminal 

Court. 

Burdwan Division. 



Burdwan 

75 

72-5 

Bankura 

84 *7 

91 

Midnaporc 

86*3 

87-9 

Hooghly* 

. . 

66 

Howrah* 

644 

634 

Birbhum 

87-8 

85 


* Combined civil district. 
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Name of district. 

Civil 

Court. 

Criminal 

Court. 

Presidency Division. 



24-Parganas 

58 '7 

40 

Nadia 

74 

88 *11 

Murehidabad 

78 

86 '3 

Jmsftre 

75 8 

86 

Khulna 

58 *92 

77 *2 

Dacca Division. 



Dacca 

86 

75 -75 

Mymensingh 

67 1 

90 

Faridpur 

69 5 

64 -60 

Bakarganj 

09 

79 -7 

Chittagong Division . 



Chittagong 

97-6 

90-78 

Tippera 

72 

77 -6 

Noakhali 

66 -4 

78 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 


20 

Rajshahi Division. 



Rajshahi* . . 


48 1 

•Malda* 

73 6 

66*0 

Darjeeling . . 

75 

57 

Dinajpur* 

♦ « M 

45-9 

Jalp&iguri* 

44 

19*23 

Pabna* 


89*04 

Bogra* 

78 1 

68*5 

Rangpur 

33 

38 *73 


•Combined cmi district. 




Rai Sahib SARAT CHANORA BAL: Will the Hon’hle Member 
be pleased to state how the Government circular regarding the appoint* 
ment of depressed class candidates in the ministerial services has been 
given effect to by the district authorities? 


Tht Hoft’Mt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICf : I think, if 1 recollect 
aright, the first statement under that circular comes in at the end of 
the year 1932-33 and 1 am not able to make any statement before that 
year expires. 
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R«f Sahib SARAT CHANDRA BAL: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to issue to the members of the Council a list of the depressed 
class candidates appointed by the district authorities in the ministerial 
services ? 

Tht Hof/We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: By the district authorities 
of Bankura only or for all the districts in Bengal? 

• i 

Rai Sahib SARAT CHANDRA BAL: For all the districts in 
Bengal. 

Tha HOfPbM Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot promise to 
publish such a list. '"■■v 

Rai Sahib SARAT CHANDRA BAL: Could the Hon’ble Member 
do it for the district of Faridpur? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: May I ask, Sir, whether 
that question arises? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If it cannot be done you may tell him so. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the Hon’ble Member 
comes to me some time at the end of 1932-33 I will give him any 
information I have regarding the Faridpur district. 


Prooass-aarvef*. 

•«. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN SUSUFJI: <«) Will the 
Bon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
•tate whether it is a fact that the process-servers are not given pen, 
paper, blotter, etc., to write out their reports of service of processes in 
tha districts of Chittagong and Dacca? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to Btate what actions were taken on the retition 
of the process-servers at Munahiganj (district Dacca) praying for such 
stationeries? 

(o) Are the Government Considering the desirability of issuing 
necessary instructions to all the District Judges entitling the procese- 
•ervers to have these at Government cost? 

Tha Ho* We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a), (6) and (c) T be 
member is referred to the answer given to a similar question asked by 
Babu Amulyadhan Bay. 
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•**. Rti Bihndur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAE: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to 
state whether funds have been allotted in the next year's budget for 
the execution of the Dolai Khal Canalisation Project at Dacca? 

(b) If the reply to (<i) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased* te state the reasons for postponing the project, for which 
administrative sanction has already been accorded? 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bio 
' AlhadJ Sir Abdelknrini Ghumvi): (a) No. 

Revision of tbe scheme administratively sanctioned is under con* 
sideration, and further it is not possible to make provision # owing to 
financial stringency. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: With reference to 
answer (6), will the Hon'ble Member, be pleased to state whether it 
relates to the town portion of the scheme and if that he so the approxi* 
mate cost of that scheme? 

Tha Hon’Mt AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUXNAVI: That 

matter has been fully explained in the answer to the question already. 


Inclusion of • portion of the Midnapore distriot in tho provinoo of 
Orissa. • 

•84. Mr. R. MAITI: («) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of tho 

Political Department aware — 

• 

{*) that the people of Orissa are holding meetings alt over Orissa, 
in which resolutions are being passed and sent to tho 
authorities concerned, for the inclusion of the southern por* 
tion of the district of Midnapore in the proposed separata 
province for Orissa, on the basis of the declaration made 
by the Secretary of State for India at the Third Round 
Table Conference, *to the effect that there should be a separ- 
ate province for Orissa, the boundaries of which will have 
to be resettled; 

(ti) that the people of Midnapore as well as the (Government of 
Bengal were opposed to any portion of the distriot of Midna- 
pore being transferred to Orissa, and expressed their opinion 
to that effect before, the Boundary Commission, appointed 
to inquire into tbe boundaries between Orissa and Midnapore 
and other places; 
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*(m) that the aforesaid Boundary Commission came to the conclusion, 
alter careful investigation into the matter, that no portion 
of the district of Midnapore should go to Orissa on the 
ground of linguistic affinity and on various other grounds P 


(b) If the answer to (hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member he pleased to state what is the necessity of reopening the 
question of boundaries once again, seeing that it was already set at 
rest by the aforesaid Boundary Commission ? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the people 
of Midnapore will be given an opportunity of expressing their views 
before the proper authorities regarding this matter, before any definite 
step is taken? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Meml>er l>e pleased to state whether the 
Government propose taking any steps in order to allay the feelings of 
anxiety and discontent on the part of the people of Midnapore in this 
matter ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (i) Government have 
received a copy of only one list of resolutions passed at a conference 
called the Ftkal Leaders’ Conference held on the 12th and 13th Feb- 
ruary at Cuttack. Some of these resolutions urged* the inclusion of 
the .Ihargram and Contai subdivisions and certain other thanas in 
the new province of Orissa. 

(if) The Government of Bengal have not expressed any opinion on 
the subject, but the Orissa Committee recognised that an overwhelming 
majority of the people of the area affected were against the transfer 
of all or any of the areas of Midnapore claimed by the Oriyas. 

(tit) Yes. 4 

(b), (r) and (d) Government are unable to answer these questions 
as the further developments of the case lie with the Government of 
India. * * 


Mr. R. MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that certain officials were examined before the 
Boundary Commission on behalf of the Government of Bengal and that 
they gave evidence against the inclusion of any portion of the district 
in Orissa P 

Tha Hoft’bta Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 

Mr. IHANTl SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether the Government share the views of tha 
people of the locality in the matter? 
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Thi Hon'blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is said in my reply (tf) 
that the Government of Bengal have not expressed any opinion in the 
matter. 


Conviction in oonnootion with the civil disobedience movement 

•35. MM! SUK LAL NAC: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing — 

,» (,i) the total number of persons convicted in 1930 in connection 

with the civil disobedience movement ; 

(n) the total number thereof placed in Divisions 1, # 2 and 3, 
respectively ; 

(ut) the total number of persons convicted in 1932; and 
(tr) the total number thereof placed in Divisions 1, 2 and 3, 
respectively ? 

' The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (i) to (ir) A statement 
is laid on the table, as desired. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 36. 


Total number of persons convicted in connection with civil dis~ 
obedience movement — 


1930. 

No separate account of such persons was maintained but the 
approximate number was 5,600. 


1932. 

11,786. 

Total number thereof placed in Divisions 1,11 and III, respectively — 


No account kept. 


1930. 


1932. 

Division I — 28, Division II — 312, and the rest in Division III. 
No account previous to Ilth February, 1932, kept. 
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*38. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state what action, if any, have the Government taken upon the Report 
of the Ayurveda Committee? 

(b) Is it a fact that Government have decided to Qo^stitute a 
Council and State Faculty of Ayurvedic Medicine and have promulgated 
atatutes on its behalf? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, — 

(i) what is the present position of the said Council and Faculty; 
and 

(ft) has it come into existence and began to function P 

(d) If the answer to (c) (it) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the difficulty in the way? 

(e) What initial and recurring expenditure is likely to be incurred 
for the working of the said Council and FacultyP 

Thf Hon’bla Mr, BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) and (c) On 

receipt of the report, Government appointed a small committee to 
draft rules: and statutes for a Council and State Faculty of Ayurvedic 
Medicine were subsequently prepared. These were placed before a con- 
ference, composed mainly of eminent kanirajes, and approved with 
modifications. The oonferenee was informed that Government were 
unable to finance the scheme, and was asked to consider its finances. 
An appeal was made for subscriptions. Nothing more can be done 
till money is collected. 

(6) Yes, provided that satisfactory arrangements are made to finance 
the scheme. 

(d) The difficulty is finance. 

(«) Capital expenditure has been estimated at Rs. 3,000 and recur- 
ring at Rs. 16,236 per annum to begin with. 

R«i Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there is any serious difficulty in asking the 
Council of State Faculty of Medicine to take up this as an additional 
duty? 

The Httfbfc Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: That question 
bis not been considered. It must be kept separate from the Council 
of State Medical Faculty. I may, however, tell the House that since 
Qua question has been in print we have received a donation of Ra. 5,000 
from Kaviraj Puranmal Goswami. 
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BtbB dlTINBRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is the desire of the Government that it 
eboald be run entirely by donations and contributions? 

Tht Hon’W# Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Yes, it is so at 

present. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Now that a sum which is more 
than the capital expenditure has beeu received, will the Hon'blo 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is prepared to proceed with the 
•icheme at once? 

"Tht H Oft* bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The^ditBculty 
is about the recurring expenditure. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to Htute whether this donation is a part of a larger donation 
which has been promised? 

Tht Hon'blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

« 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether it is the intention of Government 
to contribute anything at present? 

• t 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: At least no 

provision has been made in this year’s budget. 

Azimganj City station. 

* «S7. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nathi- 
pur: (a) Will the Hou’ble Member in charge of the Public Works 
(Railways) Department be pleased to state — 

* (t) whether it is a fact that an application has beet aent to the 
Agent, East Indian Railway, pointing out some grievances 
in connection with the Aiimganj City station ; 

(it) whether it is a fact that the Agent visited the said station in 
December last; 

(m) whether the people of the locality had approached him during 
* hie local insjfection ; and 

{«*) whether the Agent had allowed them to lay before him their 
grievances on the subject? 
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{b) If the answer to (a) (it?) is in the negative, what are the reasons 
therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased- to state as to how the 
matter stands at present? 

The Hon’Me Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: (a) (») Yes. 

(u) The Agent passed through the station on a trolley in December 
last whilst on some official business, but did not visit or inspect the 
station. 

(iU) On the day in question ext^pt for the occasion mentioned above* 
the Agent spent the whole day at the Azimganj Junction station and 
no member of the public approached him whilst he was there. When 
passing through the Azimganj City station, the Agent ^noticed a con- 
siderable' number of people on the platfoim and at his request the 
Divisional Superintendent (who wus accompanying him) spoke to them 
and having ascertained that they wished to know what action was being 
taken on their application, informed them that he was dealing with the 
matter. 

(iv) In view of the answer to (iit) the question does not arise. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Certain minor improvements have been carried out at the Aeim- 
ganj City station, but owing to the limited area available it is not 
possible to do more. 

Advisory Committees of the Eastern Bengal and Assam-Bengal 
Railways. 

*38. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Commerce Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there are local Advisory Committees of the Eastern 
Bengal and AsBam-Bengal Railways at Calcutta and Chitta- 
gong, respectively; 

(it) the principle on which selection is made of the personnel on 
such Advisory Committees, and their present constitution; 
and 

(tw) when were these committees last constituted, and how long will 
they last? 

MEMBER in ohargo of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (ths Hon’Mo 
Mr. d. A. Woodhsad): <«) Yes. 

(if) A statement showing the constitution of the committees is laid 
on the table. This statement indicates the principle on which the 
members are selected. 
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(wt) The committees 'were constituted originally in 1923. Nomina- 

are made from time to time as vacancies occur by resignation, 
or on completion of the term of appointment of the members, or from 
other causes. The term of appointment of the members is for two 
years, or, in the case of the Council representatives, two years or the 
duration of their membership of the Council, whichever is less. 

• 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 38 (it), show 

t ng the constitution of the Assam-Bengal and the Eastern Bengal 
. Railways Local Advisory Committees. 

Assam-Bengal Railway. 

(1) The Agent, Assam-Bengal Kailway, ex-offino Chairman. 

(2) Two representatives of the local Governments — one nominated 
bv the Government of Bengal and one by the Government of Assam. 

(3) Two representatives of the public nominated by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal from amongst the non-official members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council representing, or resident in, districts served by 
the railway. 

(4) One representative of the Assam Legislative Council. 

(5) One member from the local bodies at the headquarters of the 

railway nominated alternately by the Chittagong Municipality and the 
Chittagong District Board. • 

(6) One member nominated by each of the following bodies and 
industries : — 

(a) Port Corn mission^, Chittagong. 

(b) Chittagong Chamber of Commerce. 

( c ) Indian Merchants’ Association, Chittagong. 

ftf) The tea industry. 

(«) The jute industry. 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 

(1) The Agent, Eastern Bengal IUilway, ex-officio Chairman. 

(2) Two representatives of the local Governments — one nominated 
by the Government of Bengal and one by the Government of Assam. 

(3) Three representatives of the public nominated by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal from amongst the non-official members of the Council 

« representing, or residing in, the districts served by the railway. 

(4) Three members nominated by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 
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(&) Two members nominated by the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce. 

(6) One member nominated by the Calcutta Trades Association. 

(7) One member nominated by the' Indian Chamber of Commerce. 

(8) One member nominated by the Calcutta Corporation. 

R«i Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: With Reference to 

answer (ii) will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to mention the name 
of the non-official members of the Council representing the Dacca 
section of the Eastern Bengal Railway? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I do not think any person 

is appointed for any particular section of the railway. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Ddtenua Nirode Baran Bhowmik and his brother of Dante. 

29. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Depuitmeut be pleased to state — 

(») whether it is a fact that the two detenus of Dacca, namely, 
Nirode Baran Bfiowmik and his brother Sudhangsu were 
the only bread-earners of their family; 

(»i) whether the mother of the said detenus has been ailing for 
the last six yemrs from gastritis, heart disease and other 
troubles, for which she often requires medical help; 

(»0 whether the worship of the “Narayan Chakra,” the family 
deity, is almost stopped for want of funds; and * • 

(tv) whether the old and ailing mother and father of the detenus 
are passing their days with extreme difficulty? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of granting the family sufficient allowances 
to maintain themselves and defray other necessary expenses or allow- 
ing at least one brother to earn and help the family? 

Thi Mofl’bM Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) and (6) The grant 

of allowances is governed % the provisions of section 12 of the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930, as amended by Bengal Act IV 
of 1932. The facts of each case are treated aa confidential and Govern- 
***** *** uiable to make any statement regarding them. 
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Ahaaauttob E ngi n ea rin g l o hni , 

tt. R Mi Sahib RESATI MOHAN SARKER: Will the Houble 

Minister in charge of the Education Departmetit be pleased to state— 

(f) the rules as to leave of the mutriei of the Ahaauullah School 
tof Engineering treated on a temporary basis; and 

(»*) h° w the proposal for the increment of the pay of the miatrit 
has progressed? 

MINISTER in oharga of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (th» 
tWbte Mr. JChwaja NaztowcMto) : (i) Subsidiary Rule 275 under 
the Fundamental Rules regulates the grant of leave to temporary 
Government servants. 

00 The details of the proposal have been worked out and the 
scheme awaits the provision of funds. 


Ddtenu Babu Prctodh Chandra Boaa of thibpore. 

31. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hou ble Member 

in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fuet that JBabu Probodh Chandra Bose of Shibpore, 
Howrah, is detained under the Bengal Criminal Isiw Amendment Act 
in Berhainpore Jail? 

(/>) If it is a fact — 

(i) that since his detention he has been suffering very badly from 

pernicious anaemia; and 

(ii) that he has lost 25 lbs. in weight? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and ( b ) are in the affirmative, what step# 
have been taken by the Government towards his treatment? 

(</) What is the result of the treatment, tnd how is he now? 

(e) How long will he be kept in detention? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of detaining 
him at his own residence, so that he may get treatment and nursing 
to his satisfaction? 

4 

MEMBER to charge ef POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(w§ Htoto Sir rroviNi ffiimdir Mittor)! (a) Government are not 
prepared to publish the placet of detention of individual dftenut 



QUESTIONS. 


[ 13 th Max., 


22c 

(b) (i) No. On examination he is found to have slight anaemia 
which is not pernicious, but he has declined to go to hospital for 
treatment. 

(tt) No. His weight has increased from 140 lbs. to 149 lbs. 

(c) and ( d ) Do not arise. 

( e ) Government are not prepared to make a forecast. 

<f) No. 


Ttx realised under Bengal Motor YoMoMa Act 

32. Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: (a) Will « the Hon’ble 

Minister ?n charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state what is the aggregate amount of tax realised from the time 
that the Bengal Motor Vehicles Act came into operation up to the 30th 
September, 1932? 

(b) Have the proceeds of the tax been yet distributed? 

(c) Has any scheme of distribution been framed as regards the 
.allocation of the proceeds of the tax amongst the local bodies, urban 
.and rural? 

( d ) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, — 

(i) what is the scheme; and 

(ii) what ure the proportions in which the proceeds of the tax are 

going to he distributed amongst the different classes of 
local bodies? 

( e ) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the scheme of 
.distribution of the motor vehicles tax already adopted and put in 
-operation by the Government of Bihar and Orissa? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of putfing 
into operation at au early date in this province a scheme on the same 
lines? 

Thu Hon'bto Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Bs. 8,50,000. 

(b) and (c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Yea. 

(f) No. Bui the Bihar and Orissa scheme will be taken into 
account at the time of framing a scheme for this province. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE; With reference to (c) will the Hobble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any distribution has been made? 
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Th. Hn>Mi Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl The Roed Board 

will meet on the 24th next, when they hope to come io some arrange- 
ment about the distribution. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased to state what is the Bihar and Orissa Scheme 
like? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I think it is 
distribution on the mileage of roads maintained and on the basis of actual 
expenditure by the local bodies on roads. 

• 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hon’ble Miuister 
aware that it is causing very great hardship to municipalities and 
district boards in Bihar and Orissa P 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
have no information. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In view of that is the 
Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of having an independent 
scheme for Bengal not based on the Bihar and Orissa Scheme? 

Tht Hofi’bk Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Bihar 

Scheme would be one of the schemes that will he considered by the Hoad 
Committee- 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether it is likely that a decision will be 
arrived at soon after the report and the recommendation of the Hoad 

Board is received? 

* * 

Tht Htn'blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 


Inoapabflity of Hit ouftivatan of NoafchaJi to p* roots. 

S3. Maulvi MUHAMMAD PAZLULLAMl (a) Will the Hotftya 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleated to* f slate 
whether it is a fact that the cultivators of the NoAkhaR district have 
become incapable of paying up their rent and other dues owing to the 
fall in price# of agricultural products and other commodities ? 

(6) If the Answer to fa) is in the affirmative, what steps have the 
Government taken or propose taking to relieve the poor agriculturists t 

S • 
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MEMBER Hi ohargi of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the HmVMo 
M r Provtth CbuiwMr Mittor): (a) Cultivators of all districts have 
been affected by the fall in prices, but Government have received no 
information that the cultivators of Noakhali have become incapable of 
paying rent or other dues or that they have been affected more than 
cultivators of other districts. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Prooets-servers. 

34. Blbu AMULYADHAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the process-servers are not given pen, pencil, ink, paper, 
blotter, etc., to write out their reports of service of processes in the 
districts of Chittagong and Dacca? 

(b) If the answer to (o) ie,in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member he pleased to state what actions were taken on the petition of 
the process-servers at Munshiganj (district Dacca) praying for such 
stationeries? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
necessary instructions to all the District Judges entitling the process- 
servers to have these at Government cost? 

The Hen'Me Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) No such articles are 
supplied to process-servers in Chittagong. Process-servers in Dacca 
are supplied with such articles as the District Judge considers neces- 
sary, on demand. 

( b ) The munsif in charge of the NazaVat was directed to supply 
such articles as were necessary. 

(e) No. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

Expenditure in England. 

Tha HoiPW# Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Re. 47,000 
be granted under the head "Expenditure in England" to cover the 
anticipated excess over the voted grant during the current financial 
year. 

Sir, the reason for the anticipated excess expenditure has been 
explained in the memorandum which has been circulated to the hon’ble 
members of the House: but as I notice that Mr. N. £. Baeu — my 
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. esteamed ooleague on the Public Accounts Committee— bus tabled u 
motion in order to call attention to the unsatisfactory estimating and 
allocation of the grant, 1 perhaps might explain in further detail why 
this excess was not anticipated when the budget was prepared. 
Members will doubtless realise that the budget is framed about 18 
! months before the end of the financial year to which it relates and 
must necessarily often be prepared with reference to past actuals. In 
this case the estimate was made on the basis of the previous 4 years' 
expenditure. In one of these veers the expenditure was low and that 
year was, therefore, excluded. The average expenditure during the 
other 3 years was Rs. 1,67,000, allowing for the 10 per cent, cut in 
pay the average actual expenditure came to Rs. 1,60,000 and the budget 
wig fixed at Rj. 1,67,000 allowing a margin of Rs. 7,000. The actual 
expenditure is now estimated at Rs. 1,99,000 which is very ^much in 
excess of the expenditure in any previous year. It is always difficult to 
foretell the expenditure under this head, because it depends on the 
number of officers who proceed on leave to Kngland, and in this caae 
1 would remind the House that the offims in question are not "uon- 
vo\ed” but “voted" officers. 


Motion for reduction. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir. may 1 rise on a point of order? I tabled 
a motion for the total refusal of the grant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your motion was rightly disallowed as it 
wanted to refuse the whole grant. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: May 1 refer you, Sir, to rule 91 ( 2 )? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please read out the rule? 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, the rule says: “Motions may be moved 
at this stage to reduce any grant or to omit or reduce any item in a 
grant but not to increase or alter the destination of a grant." 

-Hr. PRESIDENT: What is your interpretation of tbe rule? To 
me it is very clear. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir. I want your ruling why my motion baa 
ueen disallowed P 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Ton hive cited this rule in support of your 
case. On what portion of it do you take your stand? 

Mr. P. BAMERdl: Sir, 1 have already referred you to rule 91 ( 2 ). 
The note to that rule states that a motion can be moved at this stage to 
omit or reduce any item in a grant. My motion was for total refusal. 
“Omission” means refusal and that is my point. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I had better explain that the rule clearly indi- 
cates that it is not within the competence of any member of this House 
to refuse a grant totally, but he can reduce it or omit nn item of its. 
This is not an item but a total grant, and the only course that is left 
open to you if you want to defeat such a motion is to vote against It. 
% 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the demand 
of Kb. 47,000 under the head “Expenditure in England” be reduced by 
Ks. 100. 

Sir, my only intention in moving this cut is to draw the attention 
of the members to a publication which is annually placed in their hands 
embodying the labours of the committee which they elect to go into 
the Public Accounts. In the last report at page 8 the committee 
unanimously, with the Hon’ble Mr. Woodhead as ifs President, said 
this: “In the High Commissioner’s budget we noticed several instances 
of additions to grants which proved unnecessary in view of ultimate 
savings and while appreciating his difficulties we suggest that he be 
asked if more accurate estimate is not possible.” That, Sir, was with 
regard to the year 1930-31; I um now drawing the attention of the 
House to the fuct that such a variation has been asked for here — from 
1,57,000 to 1,99,000 — that it is something which certainly ought to 
have been foreseen. On behalf of the Legislative Council, I beg to 
enter my emphatic protest against the slip-shod manner in which the 
estimates are framed in the High Commissioner’s office. 

The Hon* We Mr. <1. A. WOODHEAD: Sir, I believe that in view 
of the report of the last Public Accounts Committee we have drawn the 
attention of the High Commissioner to the desirability of more accurate 
budgeting. But as Mr. Basu himself will certainly realise there are 
difficulties in estimating the expenditure under this head, largely 
because it is difficult so far ahead to say haw many officers will be on 
leave. We get statenfbnts from officers who desire to go on leave, but 
these statements are naturally ^incomplete and we cannot refuse an 
officer leave simply because he has not announced at least a year before 
his intention to do so. Sir, I have nothing further to add. 

The motion was thiea pat and lost. 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. 
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- TM Opium (Bengal A r.“ ,^) Bill, IttU 

TBt Hop’Mf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
present the Report of the Select Committee on the Opium (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1931. 

Sir, I beg to move that the said Bill be taken into consideration. 
Th£ motion was put and agreed to. 


( laujtef 7, 2 and 3. 

Mr. PRESIOENT: The question is that dauses 1, 2 and 3 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Claute 4, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Babu KISMORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 

clause 4*(7) be omitted. • 

My reason is that in the Statement of Objects and Reason* we see 
no question of policy is raised nor in any of the amendments. We 
cannot understand the reason why an enhancement of puniahm^pt has 
become necessary. I do not think that a long-term imprisonment is 
really deterrent in eradicating the evil and a punishment of one year 
and a fine of Rs. 1,000 would, I think, meet the case. Originally it 
was ftnly a fine without any limit and the imprisonment was only for a 
period of one year, hut the amendment is that it should be for a period 
of two years and that a fine should lie imposed up to Rs. 1,000, Thera 
is no special necessity at least for imposing such a, fine. The Hon’ble 
Minister-in-charge admits that no principle is involved. For this reason 
I do not think that there’should he an increase in the punishment and 
I think it should remain atrit is and there is n<j special necessity for 
increasing the term of imprisonment from one year to two years. 8ir, 
this is all that I have to say in support of my amendment. 
t<r 

The Hon’Mt Mr. BUOY PRASAO SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppoee this amendment. In view of the fact that international traffic 
in opium has become a serious mensce, Government was advised to 
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introduce a Bill for the purpose of increasing the punishment. I may 
inform the mover that the British law with regard to punishment for 
traffic in opium is a fine of £1,000 and I think 10 years’ rigorous 
imprisonment ; in place of that a fine of Rs. 1,000 and two years’ rigorous 
imprisonment is a very light punishment with which the offender would 
escape. In view of this consideration, I think the mover will withdraw 
his amendment. 


The motion was then put and lost. 


Clause* o to 13. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 5 to 13 stand part 
of the Bill. c 

The foot ion was put and agreed to. 

Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the Preamble stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bill, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Local BeH-Covernmefit (Second Amendment) Bill, 1882. 

The HOfi’M* Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, in August 
last when the Bengal Municipal Bill — clause 17, I believe now it is 
section 19 of the Bill — was under discussion, a general opinion was 
expressed from almost all the groups of this House that a similar provi- 
sion should be introduced in the Local Self-Government Act, to secure 
similar privileges to the minority communities. Government tried to 
introduce the clause in the Local Self-Government Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I point out that it will be far better if 
you simply move your motion at this stage, and allow the title of the 
Bill to be read out by the Secretary!' After that you can make your 
comments 

Th§ Hoft'Mt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to intro- 
duce a Bill further fo, amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 
1885. 

The Secretary read the title of the Bill. 
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*fhi Hfffl* Mr. BUOY PRASAD IINGH ROYS As I waa juat 
submitting a general desire waa expressed from almost all the groups 
in tibia House that a similar provision should be introduced in the Local 
Self-Government Act in order to secure similar privileges to the minority 
communities. Government wanted to do so in the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Bill which was then before the House, but they were advised that 
this provision would be beyond the scope of the Bill. So they had no 
other alterative but to introduce a fresh Bill for the insertion of this 
provision in the Act. The House stands committed to it. Both the 
Hindus and Muhammadan communities have accepted it in connection 
with the Bengal Municipal elections. So I hope there will be no 
opposition to this Bill, and that it will be passed unanimously. 


Tht Hoft’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 

also that the Bill be taken into consideration. * 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: T beg to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon before the *Jlst May, 19JW. 

Sir, I do not think that the Bill is so nun-controversial as not to 
require publication for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. It has 
been sail bf the.liou’ble Minister in bis speech introducing the Bill 
that the Hoii-e stands committed to the principle proposed in the Bill, 
namely joint elcctoiate with reservation of seats for minority commu- 
nities. Of cou’se, wlicr the Bengal Municipal Amendment Bill was 
befoie this House, there was a compromise between the Hindu and 
Muslim communities that a provision for joint electorate with reserva- 
tion of seats fo** minority communities might be introduced. Also during 
the discussion of that Bill opinion was expressed in certain quarters that 
a similar provision might *be embodied in the Local Self-Government 
Act. But that was the opinion expressed by several individuals, in 
this House. I do not think that the Hon’ble Minister quite means that 
the ji ouhe stands committed to a particular opinion so far as this is 
concerned. I think so far as this Bill is concerned, the Hon’ble Minister 
ought to have waited for some time so as to examine the effect of the 
Bengal Municipal Act that was recently passed in this House. The 
elections under tlie amended Bengal Municipal Act are now about to 
take place in all the districts, and we have been hearing complaints from 
many district! about the feasibility of the scheme that lias been introduced 
in the Act by the last amendment. Now, it seems only proper for the 
Government to wait and see the results of the elections under the amended 
Municipal Act. When the results are known to us, we shall be in a 
position to consider whether a similar porision should be introduced also 
in the Bengal Local Belf-Government Act. Bo far as this matter is Con- 
cerned, I hope the House will not misunderstand me. It is not from# 
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communal point of view that I am moving this motion “for circulation. 
It may be said in certain quarters that the Moslems gained an advantage 
by having a provision like that in the Bengal Municipal Act because 
in most of the municipalities the Moslems are in the minority, but the 
Moslems being in the majority in the district boards are not prepared 
to give the same concession to the minority communities. If this asser- 
tion is made, I would submit that it is not true, and also I want to make 
it clear that I have no intention of depriving any community of its just 
and proper rights. It will be seen that although in this province the 
Moslems are in a majority, still if we take into account all the district 
boards in Bengal, it will be found that in the nM^frity of the district 
boards the Moslems are not in majority. The number of district .boards 
in which the Moslems are chairmen or in authority, is smaller than the 
number of boards where non-Moslems ere in a majority. Therefore* if 
this provision is introduced I do not say the Moslems will be at a disad- 
vantage, and the non-Moslems will be at an advantage. Therefore it 
cannot be said that I am asking for circulation of the Bill from a 
communal point of view. 

Secondly, from the point of view of principle this will be a retrograde 
measure. The ideal of all of us is joint electorate, but in the circum- 
stances we have not been able to reach that ideal on account of certain 
obstacles. Separate electorate therefore has still to be retained in certain 
quarters as a necessary evil but where there is the system of joint 
electorate without reservation of seats already in vogue, that is where 
there is already an ideal state of things, it will be only a retrograde 
step to go back and introduce separate electorate through the backdoor, 
because joint electorate with* reservation of seats is only anotter name 
for separate electorate. Therefore, I think the House ought to think 
twice before making such a wholesale change in the self-governing bodies 
of Bengal. I think we should wait for a fqw months and look at the 
results of the municipal elections under the amended Bengal Municipal 
Act, and if the elections go well, and if there is no serious objection then 
I think it will be proper time for the Hon’ble Minister to go on with this 

Bill. * ‘ 

There is anothct question. So far as the Bengal Municipal Act is 
concerned, it was amended very thoroughly by the last amending Act, 
and the whole constitution was changed. But here the Hon’ble Minister 
has left the constitution intact. In the Municipal Act the element of 
nomination has been reduced to a large extent, but here it remains as 
it has been since 1888. Therefore without touching the constitution, 
without revising the whole constitution, it will be very improper to 
introduce .the system of joint electorate with reservation of seats in the 
•elf-governing bodies of Bengal. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of tha 

House/ 

* t 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: There artf several amendments on similar lines, 
t think that they need not be moved. If any member wishes to speak 
on this amendment, he can do so at this stage.* 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: On a point of information, Sir. May I 
inquire from Government whether there is any need to rush forward 
this Bill? I should like to know what are the dates of election for local 
bodies and district boards. Are they within the next week or two, within 

the next month or two, or within the next year or twoP 

• 

Tht HofTbls Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As a matter of 
•fact, the local bodies are being constituted every week. All of them are 
not reconstituted on the same date. There are 26 district boards, and 
I think three times the number of local boards. They are reconstituted 
when their normal dates expire. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: I must say I am astonished at the opposition of 
my friend Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. May I remind him of the speech 
of Mr. Faxl-ul Huq who spoke not individually but on behalf of the whole- 
group P I am sure all of us will remember the fine speech he made. 
He made a reference then to the specific, amendment of the Act now 
before us and said that he spoke not on behalf of himself, he spoke on 
behalf of the whole group. He further said that if the llon’ble Minister 
did not introduce his amendment (which lie has now done), he, Mr. Huq, 
would himself at the time when this Bill was before us, would introduce 
a similar amendment. So I cannot understand how Mr. Tamixuddin 
Khan n<fw says that Mr. Huq spoke simply as an individual. He did 
nothing of the kind. I am very glad to find that Mr. Tamixuddin Khan 
is now a strong advocate of joint electorates, and 1 am very glad indeed 
to have this assurance. I am sure that in moving this amendment he 
is not in any way actuate!) by any feelings of bias against the Hindu 
community, so I would ask him, having regard to the fact that his group 
at any rate are committed to this amendment, to withdraw this motion. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I hate always found that 
when a proposal, which is essentially, absolutely and most bitterly eom- 
munalistic in character, is brought before the House, there is always a 
great pretence that there is nothing communal about it. This is certainly 
trying to impose upon the credulity of this House. Mr. Tamixuddin 
Khan comes out to-day as an advocate of the s.vstam of joint electorate#. 
He says that it is an ideal state of things. Why did he not act on that 
knowledge when the Bengal Municipal Act was being discussed in this 
House? Then he was all for the Muhammadans. “We are the minority, 
we claim protection*’ — that was the burden of his cry. But now, when 
the Hindus are in a similar minority and want a similar protection tof 
themselves, then he comes forward and says, “why upset the ideal stfi# 
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of tilings — this state of thiqg» which lias been in existent* since 1888 !” 
And this ideal state of things had Wn prevailing in the matter of the 
Municipal Act also, aflff he had no compunction about disturbing its 
sacred character wheiT it suited his purpose to do so. Does he not know, 
does he not understand the real position of affairs in most of the districts 
of Bengal ? In Jessore, Mymensingh and Dacca, do the Hindus play 
any part whatever in Local Self-Government, have they any chance what- 
ever of coming in at all through the joint electorates? The$ have not. 
Last time Mr. Fazl-ul Huq recognised this fact, and therefore he said 
that the concession which he wanted for Iris community, that conee&ion 
they were prepared to extend to us, Hindus, also. In this he was 
enthusiastically backed by the opinion of the Moslem group, and if to-day* 
my Muhammadan brethren want to go back on the pledge then solemnly 
given, it is their look-out. But 1 want to remind them that they must 
stand or Tail by their choice. You cannot blow hot and cold in the same 
breath ; you cannot to-day plump for joint electorate and to-morrow for 
separate electorates. If to-day you say that joint electorate is your ideal, 
then remember that when the question ot election to the Council is 
under consideration, you should not speak in another voice then. Fair- 
play is a jewel ; that is a point which my Moslem brethren must remember 
and they must understand that to-day they will be judged by their 
professions three months back and their practice to-day. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: As one who has never 
been very much in love with the famous section 17A of the Bengal 
Municipal Act, as one who looks upon that section as a monstrosity, 

I think 1 am in a position to deal with this amendment of* Maulvi 
Tamizuddiu Khan with a certain amount of detachment. The question 
is no longer one of principle; the principle has been sacrificed in this 
House times without number, and I believe for the last time when the 
famous section 17A of the Bengal Municipal Act was passed. How was 
it passed? We were assured — and 1 think there was basis for that 
assurance — that that was the result of an agreement arrived at between 
the various sections of this House. If that was so, it was not a unilateral 
agreement. The agreement, so far as it went, was an agreement given 
and taken on both sides of the House, and it was definitely understood 
not only in the speech which was made by Mr. Fazl-ul Huq in this 
House but apart from that, it was definitely understood that a similar 
amendment in the Local Self-Government Act would be acceptable to 
this House and would be supported by it. It was only a difficulty about 
the rule or order that prevented that being done then. I believe these 
are facts of history which we have not quite forgotten. If that was 
the position, if a part of the agreement has been carried out and the 
other part Has not been carried out, then 1 submit that the doctrine of 
{art performance applies, and this amendment must follow as a logical 
consequence; you cannot get out of it. It is a logical consequence of 
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the principle you have adopted l^sa sdlfimn agreement and upon the 
baais of which the Hon’bie Minister has only Jormally brought it before 
the House. To turn round now and suddenly to discover that this is a 
matter which requires consideration by the public, seems to be somewhat 
extraordinary. If it did require consideration by Thr public, I should 
have thought that when the amended section 17 A was being considered 
by the House, some member upon that side of the House should have 
moved for airculation of the Bill for consideration of that clause. Not 
having done so, and having swallowed that principle, in spite of the 
admiration of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan for joint electorate, — it seems some- 
wliat extraordinary that he should suddenly wake up to the fact that 
tW inn requires circulation for eliciting public opinion. If it does, 
so # did section 17A. But why was not the breath of a suggestion made 
for circulation %t that time? I am quite ready to accept the amendment 
and support him if he moved an amendment that section 19 of the 
Bengal Municipal Act be suspended and both these sections be circulated 
for eliciting public opinion. If you put it in that way, then the motion 
may possibly get some support from fairminded men. In the absence 
of even a breath of such a suggestion, I do not think the Council can 
listen to this proposal for one moment. 


Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, I rise to oppose 
the motion. In doing so 1 find no hesitation to congratulate our 
Minister the Ilon’ble Mr. ltijoy Prasad Singh Hoy in the matter of 
introductng this Bill further to amend the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act of LS85. 

We are told that this Bill has been drafted on the lines of section 19 
of the Bengal Municipal Aet, 19-12. 

Sir, the principle adopted in section 19 of the Bengal Municipal 
Act of 19-12 has passed iuto law. We have agreed to it, so we can say 
nothing against that accepted principle now. This is our position. Sir, 
municipal areas are more or less urban areas. Local and district board* 
are mainly rural areas. What is good for the urban areas cannot but 
be good for the rural areas. At least for the sake of justice the same 
principle must be adopted for both the areas, or it would be a great 
injustice to adopt two different principles for two different areas, at the 
same time among the same people. 

I again congratulate our Hou’ble Minister for his introduction of 
thia Bill which attempts to do the same justice to the people of both 
(«) ruraj and (b) urban areas. 

Sir, at this late hour I do not want to waste your time by making a 
special pleading for the principle of this Bill. It is clear and •imple*- 
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“The number of seats so reserved shall be in accordance to the total popu- 
lation according to the iUu$ census.” “The Local Government would de- 
cide if a community should be taken as a minority community for the 
purposes of this section.” 

There is no ambiguity in it. I regret to find that exceptions are taken 
to it by some members for their extra real towards caste loyalty. Bnt 
narrow caste loyalty is not good polities— much less honest patriotism. 

I do not agree Ur the re-circulation of this Bill. It is unnecessary and 
mere waste of time. I urge upon this Council to pass it into law without 
further delay. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOM IN: We ore accustomed 
in this House to the heat which always emanates from my fHend Mr. J. L. 
Bannerjee, but I am rather surprised at the turn which the discussion 
on this very simple motion has taken. Maulvi Tamiruddin Khan’s motion 
is a very simple one. What he wants is that the Bill be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion. It is no use saying that, simply because Mr. 
Fa*l-ul Huq gave expression to some opinion in this House some time 
back, or even admitting that a majority of this House was in favoul*of 
that opinion, that a particular measure brought forward by the Hon’ble 
Minister should be accepted on the basis of that opinion without elicit- 
ing the opinion of those who are primarily concerned. The other day 
when I brought forward a very simple Bill, perhaps much simpler than 
the one now brought forward by the Hon’ble Minister, he opposed it 
and put forward a similar motion that the Bill be circulated fpr public 
opinion because at least the Calcutta Corporation which was affected by 
the Bill should be consulted. This is a Bill which will very seriously 
affect the constitution of district boards all over Bengal and on similar 
grounds it is only proper that at least the district boards, if not anybody 
else, should be consulted. As regards the merits of this particular 
proposal, I think we have brought in the merits of the joint and separate 
electorates rather unnecessarily in this connection. We know that there 
is a very large body of opinion in favour of joint electorate pure* and 
simple, and there are people, Nationalist Muhammadans, for instance, 
who, although they accept the joint electorates as their ideal, are opposed 
to any reservation of seats. Similarly there are others who are, wedded 
to separate electorate, who deny that there is any good in joint electorates 
with or without reservation. I think it is not necessary at this stag© 
to go into these questions. The fact is that a uew Bill has been introduced 
which attempts to change^thi^whole principle of the L^xml Self-Govern- 
ment Act and it is only meet and proper that the people who are affected 
by such a Bill should have an opportunity to give their opinion. Why 
ie this hurry, where is the haste that it must be discussed on the ffoor 
of the House to-day and must be passed ? If the district boards of 
Bengal could have gone on for the last — I do not know how many years— 
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for many years without such reservation, I think they can go on for 
another few months. I think this Bill can be taken up at the next session 
of the Council. The question of a few months will not affect the country 
very seriously. Then, why this hurry— desperate hurry I may call it — 
in trying'to get the Bill passed to-day even without obtaining the opinion 
of tlie district boards. I think, therefore, that it is only proper that 
Maulvi Tamfxuddin Khan’s amendment should be accepted and I 
strongly support it. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR 1ASU: I submit that so far as the 

members of this House are concerned, so far at least as the members on 
this side of the House are concerned, we have listened with amaxement 
and regret to the speeches of Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan and Khan 
Bahadur Abduf Momin. Whatever may be the truth about the House 
being committed to one course of conduct or another, I am betraying no 
confidence when I say that, in the Conference on clause 17A of the Bengal 
Municipal Bill which is now section 19 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 
both the Khan and the Khan Bahadur took a very active part and they 
were proponents of the compromise which was then arrived at, and now for 
thefh to say that this is a matter in which the considered opinion of the 
country is required after they — both of them —had given their solemn per- 
sonal assurances, apd I challenge it without fear of contradiction, for they 
absolutely said that they would see that the same provision was introduced 
into the Local Self-Government Act — for them to say so, is absolutely 
illogical. And I for one am amaxed that somebody is quoting scriptures 
now and pinning his faith on joint electorate Now, where was his faith 
in joint electorate when we were discussing the question of joint electorate 
in connection with the Bengal Municipal Act on the 1st and 2nd August 
last year? Where were his principles when he entered into the com- 
promise with regard to the ^Bengal Municipal Act? Sir, it is said that 
there is no hurry about it. What was the hurry about the other matter, 
and, Sir, I may also say that this Bill might have been introduced in 
thig Council lately, but it was published in the Calcutta Gazette several 
months back, and as far as I remember it was later than September or 
October (the Hon'ble Mr. Bijoy Pkasad Sikoh Roy: in November) 
— yes, in November. Well, this Bill has been before the country from 
November to March and if there were any dissentient views in the country, 
would not the country have expressed its views within four monthsP 
Well, Sir, we know opposition may be manufactured, may be creatad or 
even may be fomented. But you cannot say that the country does not 
want it. The country, I take it, is more honest than the representatives 
of the oountry who approbate and reprobate in the same breath and 1 
hope the. House will reject the amendment with contempt. 

Mc«* MUSHARRUF HOiAIN, Khan gfr, the 

debate has now cometo a stage when it requires coolness and dispassionate 
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handling in coining to a right conclusion. My friends on the right are 
arguing the case as if the Mussalmans will be really loser by this motion 
and the Hindus will all gain. But as far as I know of Bengal, the 
Hindus of the West Bengal will certainly lose their present position in 
the district boards if this motion which has been brought forward by 
the Hon’ble Minister from West Bengal is passed into law. We know. 
Sir, that one-third of the members will be nominated in future if the 
old constitution is not changed. Suppose the Government wants to 
do mischief to somebody, what would they do? The Government can 
have all this one-third from the Mussalman community without any 
difficulty. Then there comes the proportionate share that the MussaL 
mans will get from West Bengal. That proportionate share may also 
come to one-fourth in some district. Now this one-fourtb and one-third 
makes ahnost half — more than one-half. That being so, to, consider this 
measure from a communal point of view and to raise heat iwthe Council 
where no heat is at all necessary, is hardly justifiable. This is a mea- 
sure which ought to be very carefully scanned and scrutinised both by 
the members of this Council and by Government benches as well as by 
the outside public. Taking my own district into consideration — the 
district I come from — I may say that we Mussalmans will certainly be 
gainer if this Bill is passed into law. The proportion of our population 
there does not come up to one-fourth. The election that took place 
the other day has not returned a single Mussalman in Jalpaiguri. By 
fluke one tame by nomination. Does not this show that it is not the 
Mussalmans who are losing: the Mussalmans will also gain by it. But 
what will be the amount of* gain of the Muhammadans and what, will 
be the amount of gain of the Hindus should be carefully stanned 
before any such measure can be passed into law. Why such a hurry 
I cannot understand. I have just heard about this measure. I was 
absolutely unprepared for it when I came here. I have just heard that 
a Bill like this is before the House. Probably the Hon’ble Minister 
will say that I am not right in saying this; but I believe many people 
both on my right and my left will bear me out in what I say. »That 
being the position, and the question being of such a major importance, 
is it right or is it proper that the Minister should hurry with a legisla- 
tion like this? My friends must disabuse themselves of the idea that 
it will be an absolute gain for the Hindu community if they get it 
passed into law. I say no — and I say no most emphatically. The West 
Bengal Hindus will lose and lose very heavily. My friend says let 
them lose — he cares tuppence. But at the same time as a responsible 
member of this House I calfhot be a party to such a measure without 
understanding the significance of what I am doing. Then, Sir, my 
friends have tried to show that the Mussalmans have actually gamed, 
by the amendment of the Bengal Municipal Act, and they tried to show 
that some concessions have actually been made to the Mussalmans. I 
deny that absolutely. I say that when the compromise was made, it 
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vti not made between one section of population and another section. 
The compromise was really made between the Bill as prepared by Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea and the Bill as it emerged from the Select 
Committee. The Bill prepared by Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea was a 
Bill in which he provided for separate electorate for the Muasalmant. 
The Select Committee — now that it has been passed into law I do not 
like to say/mything — the Select Committee said “no” to that. Then 
the Minister was in difficulty, because the particular clause of the Bill 
was thrown out and he wanted to have the Bill passed anyhow; so he 
asked the Mussalnians to come to terms and the Mussalmans, rightly or 
★rongly — I say wrongly — helped him. 

# (At this stage the Council adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 


Nmb MUIHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Now, 1 have 
tried to show in the beginning of my speech that the Bill which is now 
before the House may, if passed into law, lead to a lot of mischief, 
because in West Bengal, if you do not make provision for reducing the 
nomination, what will be the effect? Suppose one-third of the members, 
are all nominated from the Mussalman community there, and if they 
gain one-fourth of the seats from election, will not the minority in that 
case rule the majority? I say that if that l»e the case, I would strongly 
condemn it. In Eastern Bengal a similar thing may happen; one-third 
may come from the Hindu community by nomination and one-fourth 
by election. They then form the majority in the district boards there. 
Is it right and proper that the minorities should rule there? That 
being the ease it is not right uu the part of the Hon'ble Minister to 
bring in a measure like this piece-meal and ask the House to uncondi- 
tionally surrender its right and get it passed without at the same time 
considering whether the Bill as a whole, if the other sections are not 
amended, will do any good to the country or will do mischief. From 
this point of view I would rather urge that the Bill should be circulated 
for eliciting public opinion. If that is done the public will have an 
opportunity of expressing its opinion and after this debate all the mem- 
bers can go home and meditate and form their right opinion. It would 
then be right for the Hon'ble Minister to bring in a motion for the vote 
of this House. 


Mautvi ABUL KABBM: I am surprised and I deeply regret at the 
turn which the debate on this motion has taken. In the first place I 
cannot believe that my friend Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan is very earnest 
or serious on this motion about the circulation of the Bill, because elicit- 
ing public opinion on a simple measure like this is not necessary. 
The Bill ia a very simple one and the principle which it enunciates has 
}xeu discussed both inside and outside this House for a long time. 
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Public opinion is more or lew known, but I think the object which my 
friend has in his mind has been fulfilled. It has done one piece of good 
and that is that Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan by asking for the circulation 
of the Bill has raised a discussion in which my friends on the other side 
of the House have got up and said that Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan and 
Mr. Momin had no face to object to the reservation of seats for the 
minorities at places where the Hindus are in a minority and Muham- 
madans are in a majority. That was the compromise made on the Bengal 
Municipal Bill, because in municipal areas the Muslims were in a 
minority and the Hindus were in a majority and therefore they wanted 
protection by reservation of seats or by other means and when the quea> 
tion comes about the Hindu minority they raise their voice and say 
that there should be no reservation of seats or a joint electorate on the 
basis of fnajority. What I see in it is that my friends when they object 
to the reservation of seats or when they object to separate electorates in 
municipalities or anywhere else where the Muslims are in a minority 
they do not say so on the ground that the Muslims’ right should not be 
protected, but because they say that nationalism and democracy demand 
that there should be no separate electorates or reservation of seats: one 
man one vote and the majority must rule the minority. That is the 
principle that they have enunciated, hut to-day I am surprised to find 
my nationalist friends come forward and say that where the Hindus are 
in a minority they want protection for the protection of minority interests. 
I hope and trust, Sir, that in future when this question in other matters 
comes up, they would adhere to their principle and support reservation 
of seats for the protection of minorities and their interests. 

As regards the merits of the Bengal Municipal Act, I for one was 
never for reservation of seats for the Muslims. True it is that I wanted 
* certain number of Muslims to be returned to the municipalities through 
-separate electorates and not by reservation of seats and I hope the opinion 
-will be found to be correct, after experience that the reservation of seats 
is more anwril than a good. In the first place in a joint electorate ‘if 
the seats are reserved for the minorities, the majority will have the 
•advantage of choosing a member of the minorities whom they like and 
who will be subservient to their will. This has happened in the Bengal 
municipalities and this will happen in the Calcutta Corporation, of which 
the election is going on. > I hope and trust that when seats are reserved 
the minority communities, such as the Harijans, who are now in the 
limelight, will also be members and you will have to reserve seats for 
those gentlemen. I wonder whether it is correct or acceptable to the 
principle of democracy. It is necessary and a necessary evil that every 
.community, the caste Hindns, the Muslim and the depressed class should 
have a voice in the self-governing bodies or in ifee autonomous Govern* 
meat itself. Sir, I think the object of my friend Maulvi Tamisuddin 
Khan was to test the principle and the policy of my friend on the other 
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; side «nd He has succeeded in getting from them the admission that pro- 
taction of the minority is absolutely necessary. Now that it has been 
\ done, I hope my friend will have the good sense to withdraw his 
resolution. 

S 

Mr. tHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, I do nut nee any 

reason why Jhe Hon’ble Minister should not accept the very sensible 
suggestion that has come from Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan, lie asks for 
circulation of the Bill with a view to ascertaining the opinion of the 
people interested in the matter. Sir, so far as I am aware, there has 
Wen nu demand from any district board or any public body in Bengal 
for this measure. ‘Before taking such an important step it is right and 
proper that the wiews of the district boards and especially of the people 
in the mn fossa} and in, the rural areas should be ascertained, itfr, I do 
not want to go into the merits of the proposal. I hold quite different 
views from the one accepted by the Council in connection with the 
Calcutta Municipal Act 1 think that before the some experiment is 
extended to the rural areas the Government would be well advised to see 
how, this new experiment works in practice. They should see whether 
those who clamour for such reservation of seats really find the system 
satisfactory. Sir, l come from North Bengal, a predominantly Moslem 
area, but my firm C onviction is that if this poison is introduced in the 
rural areas it will have n very very bod effect; where there hos been 
no communal feeling this reservation of seats on the basis of joint 
electorate will lead to such a thing and perhaps with very far-reaching 
effects. Several of my Hindu friends are very keen about supporting this 
measure, but I would ask them to ionise and consider whether this is 
the right time to insist on such a new departure. The question whether 
the depressed classes are to # be treated as belonging to the Hindu com- 
munity or they are to be treated as o separate entity has not jet been 
finally decided. There is a school of opinion, and I think that that is 
the predominant sc hool in Bengal that such distinction is not necessary 
and k think when real responsible Government — whether in the Central 
or in the Provincial or in the matter of the local bodies— will be intro- 
duced in this country the basis will not be communal consideration, but 
the true interests of the province us a whole. Sir, simply because a 
wrong has been done, I call it a wrong and the members of the Council 
may not think it so, it is not necessary to repeat that wrong and with 
such a hurry. I hope, Sir, the Government will reconsider their 
decision and accept this very modest suggestion. 

HMvi ABDUt SAM AO: Sir, I am really surprised at the attitude 
taken up by some of my Moslem friends at the introduction of this 
Amending Bill. Now %hat I learn from Mr. Abul Kasem’s speech is 
thnl Maulvi Tamisnddin Khan is not really serious or earnest in bringing 
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forward his amendment ; but it is important in the way that it has helped 
ns to test the Hindu mentality 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That wan never my intention, Sir. 


Maulvi ABOUI IAMAD: At any rate, that is what Mr. Abul 
Kasera said. He said that the Hindu members are generally in favour 
of this amending Bill and from that he inferred that they are in favour 
of separate electorate with reservation of seats. Now, Sir, the Hindu 
community as a whole, so far as I know, have never asked for separate 
electorate either with reservation of seats or in any other form. They 
are always in favour of joint electorate without reservation oi seats. 
They have fought over it and they have tried to introduce it in *the 
Councils and in all local bodies. But there is a section of Muhammadans 
who have persistently demanded separate electorate with reservation of 
seats. It is admitted on all sides that joint electorate without reserva- 
tion of seats is an ideal state of things and that separate electorate with 
reservation of seats is an evil which should be avoided as much as 
possible. There were thus two conflicting ideals before the country, 
(1) the joint electorate without reservation of seats, and (2) separate 
electorate with reservation of seats. Joint electorate with reservation 
of seats was accepted by way of a compromise between the Hindus and 
the Moslems when the Bengal Municipal Bill was being considered by 
the House and a provision to that effect was finally embodied in the new 
Bengal Municipal Act as well as in the Calcutta Municipal Act. I 
cannot understand how my Jfoslem friends can now say “let u* examine 
the effects of the working of the Municipal Act and then there will be 
time for us to consider this question after we have experimented with 
the new measure for a few years". I think it has been admitted by 
Maulvi Abul Kasera that the question does not require much considera- 
tion, as it has been considered over and again and we know the pros and 
cons of it. It is only just and fair that what lias been conceded to the 
Moslems by the Hindus should he conceded by the Moslems fp . the 
Hindus. If we do not do that, there would he serious ill-feeling between 
the two communities, and for the matter of that it is desirable that this 
amending Bill should be passed. 

Till HonlNc Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, nobody is 
more surprised than the humble sponsor of this measure that eo much 
heat should have been introduced into this discussion. The point at 
issue is that the Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinion. 
As was pointed out by Mr. Narendra Kumar Basn, the Bill was pub- 
lished sometime in November last. It appeared in the Gazette of the 
24th of November, and it had been before the public for four months. 
No opinion was invited. But the public never objected to it. If 
Mr. Shaati Shekhareswar Ray wants to know if there was any demand, 
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»y answer is l *Yes n . The demand was from the member 1 of this 
Hohsft when clause 17 of the Bengal Municipal Bill Was under dis- 
cussion, and I do think that the members of this House represent public 
opinion adequately. Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin says that the 
members of this House do not represent public opinion. Well, that is 
an inferiority complex from which h^e suffers, and I hope his opinion 
is not shared by other members of the House. 

The proffbsal is that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public 
opinion so that the public may have an opportunity of expressing their 
views on the merits of the Bril. But, whether there should be joint 
electorate or separate electorate, whether reservation or no reservation 
tfiese questions have been before the public for the lust several years 
and I think public opinion has fully crystallised on them, nothing 
would therefore be gained by circulating this Bill for eliciting public 
opinion. The House is committed to the principles; certainly it was 
when clause 17 of the Bengal Municipal Bill was accepted. (Question, 
question.) Similarly, when the House accepted the Calcutta Municipal 
Amendment Bill in the last session, the House accepted <the same 
principle again. Whet is sauce for the gander is sauce for the goose. 
The Muhammadans are in minority in Calcutta, and it was considered 
proper that their interests should be safeguarded by reservation of 
seats. This Bill ajso provides for reservation of seats for the minority 
community on population basis. It does not lay down whether the 
minority is Hindu or Muhammadan; it has no caste. I am thankful 
to my friend the Nawab Sahib for reminding the House that the 
Hindus have a majority in Western Bengal, while the Muhammadans 
have a majority in Eastern Bengal. He stressed the point that the 
Hindus would also lose; that shows that the Ministry never considered 
this measure from the point of view of the Hindus alone. Well, this 
measure was considered fitmi the point of view of the Hindus and 
Muhammadans alike. If the Hindus lose, they lose, if the Hindus gain, 
they gain. The Muhammadans are in majority in four out of five 
divisions in the province. Only in one, the Burdwan Division, they 
are in a minority. In all the other four divisions, they are definitely 
in the majority. I can give you figures that will show that they can 
hold their own against the other communities, so that they need not 
apprehend any danger from this Bill. The provision is sought to be 
introduced in the interest of any community which will be in minority 
in the rural area. 

As regards the depressed classes, to which a reference has been made, 
the same principle will be followed as in connection with the Bengal 
Municipal Act, namely, if the scheduled castes are found to be in the 
minority, ’ and if it is considered that their interests will not be ade- 
quately protected unless they are provided with special seats, certainly 
Government would make provision for their representation. But 
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generally, Hindus will be treated as one community and division and 
subdivision would be and should be avoided as much as possible. That 
is all I need say on this question. 

I would request the House to approach this matter dispassionately 
and not from the point of view of Hindus or Muhammadans. The 
principle that minorities should be represented has been accepted. 
What is now proposed is to extend the same principle to the rural 
areas, I do not think there can be any objection to it, afhd I fail to 
appreciate the viewpoints that have been advanced by Mr. Tamiauddin 
Khun and Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. I think I can take it that 
men of their light and leading are generous enough to provide safe- 
guards for the protection of minorities irrespective of the fact Whether 
they are Muhammadans or Hindus. 1 would appeal to my Muhammadan 
friendsjfind to my friends on the other side that they should not grudge 
the minority communities the protection they deserve. With these 
words, I would oppose the motion. 

The motion that the Bill further to amend the Bengal Local Belf- 
( Government Act of 1&85 be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon before the .‘Ust May, 19M, was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AH, Maat?) IH Naarfcar. 

•ikih. Mail?) tyai Majli. 

Okulkari, Kfcaa Bakaiar Maat?) Atlaianaaiaa. 
Bkaailary, Man?) Kara) Aktar. 

Qkavikaty, iajl Bail Akaittl. 
fkawikary, Mail?) AMal Bkaai. 
lurtji, Maat?) Mar Rakaua Kkaa. 

Paalallak, Mail?) Makaamai. 

HaUa, Mail?) AMal. 

NafMi Kkaa Bakaiar Maal?l Aiiaa). 

Kuala, Naval Matkarrat, Kkaa Bakaiar. 


AYE8. 

NaaiaJa, Mail?) Makaamai. 

Karla, Mail?) AMal. 

Kataa, Maatrl Akal. 

Kkaa, Maat?) TaaiaaMta. 

Maala, Kkaa Balaaar Makaamai ^Mal. 
Qaataa, Maal?l Alai. 

Ralaaa, Mtal?l Ailrar. 

Raj, Mr. tkaati Ikakkamarar. 

Raat, Bala Hawal. 

Sainaaa, Maai?i MakaaaM. 
lakravvty, Mr. H. I. 


AH, Maat?) Hama. 

Bataarjaa, Mt ittaairatai. 

Baaa, Bala JatlaBra Mb. 

Baaa, Mr. NaraaiBra Kaaar. 

BtaMj, Mr. I. N, 

Baaa, Mr. B. M. 

BtoMtari, Bala KUkart Malta. 

•kaaikart, Dr. iacaaira Slaa Bra. 

Bakaa, Mr. D. 4. 

Bapftasar, Matar-Baairal W. V. 

Data, Mr. B. R. 

Baa, Ral Bakaiar XtaUaJ Kaaaar. 

Dai, Hal Bakaiar Ba t yaai ra Kaaw. 

Dad, Bat B ak aiar Dr. Hartitoa. 
raraan. tka MatHa . Naval K. B. M., Kkaa 
Bakaiar. 
ravaaa, Mr. L B. 


NOES. 

Baaaka, Ral Bakaiar Bairiiai. 

Bala, Mr. R. H. 

Bafta, Mr. 4. R. 

Maaianaa, Mr. A. B, R. 

Mtayar, Mr. «. «. 

Kkaa, Mr. Raaaar Rakaua. 

Ua, Mr. taravira Natk. 

MacaW, Mr. L T. 

MaM, Mr. R. 

M aBlaa k ia, Mr. I. T. 

MMar, tka Maa'Na Mr Rravnk Bkaaiar 
MMIra, taka tmt Bkaaira. 

MMBak. Mr. Ma k aai a Dakary. 

Nat. BAM lak UL 
Hac, Haaaraai B. A. 


Baal Hi 
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' aBSSM^ SsRl Rmbmmi ffMll 
NiHi, tta R— tas «r. W. ». R. 


tm, m. t. a. 


Rtf, Mr. tent Kiur. 

Rtf, tta Nm’Mc Mr. RJtar 8rwi ftttfh. 
Rtf m ttttrt, UH NwMMin. 


9tat^ RnM AMm> 
tartar. Rtf Mft RataM PttaR. 
tat, «r. R. R. 

tat, Rai taMfe tlntaf Rbbmm. 
tat tapta, tar. Rant* Mwti 
amt trtjtt m Rtiaitr. 
atatt, Raja Rtta ta r Rii^itti* Riiifia, tl 
IlMMpW* 

MapMta, Hr. R, t. 

Tiwaaat, Mr. N. P. V. 

WtaUtMt, Mr. N. R. 

Wtttaaat, tta NnDi Mr. 4. A. 

WtrSMNrt*. Mr. W. 0. 


Av*s being 22 and Xoes 66 the motion was lost. 

• The motion that the said Bill he taken into consideration was put 
and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

Mr, PRESIDENT* The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 

Bill. 

Mr, N. P. V, TOWN END: I hcg to move that in clause 1, in line 
2, for the words, brackets and figures “(Second Amendment) Act, 19712” 
the following he substituted, namely: — “(Amendment) Act, 1933.” 

This is a purely drafting amendment and I must apologise to the 
House fpr not having seen that the Bill was put before them* in the 
proper form. I am afraid I sent the Bill to the legislative Depart- 
ment in a wrong form. 

Khiit Bahadur Maulvi* AZIZUL HAQUE: May I oppose, Sir, at 
this stage the Bill itself? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Not unless it is with reference to clause l, 
which is now under discussion. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: But, Sir, I want to 
oppose the Bill itself and I would like to have the earliest opportunity 
to make my position clear. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: But we are now concerned with clause l only, 

Khaa Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I, it your ruling, Sir, 
that when clause 1 is under consideration it is not open to the House 
to discuss the Bill as a whole? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: It was open to you to offer any criticism you 
like with regard to the Bill itself when the motion that the Bill be 
taken into consideration was before the House. But you did not *Vail 
yourself of that opportunity. We are now dealing with a particular 
clause aijd jo ybur remarks must be confined to that clause. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: As a matty of fact we 

did not know that the consideration motion was under discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why? Both the motions were open to dis- 
cussion. . 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it op«u to us to Sis- 
cuss th? whole Bill at the third reading? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, ut the stuge when the Hon’ble Minister 
will move that the Bill, as settled iu Council, he passed. 

The motion of Mr. Townend was put and agreed to. 

Then the motion that clause 1. os amended, and clause t? stand part 
of the Bill wus put and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Mr PRESIDENT: The question is that clause -1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Btbu AMULYADHAN RAY. Sir, with your permission I beg to 
move only Explanation No. »'l. So, my amendment will rend — 

“That in clause -1, the Explanation after proposed section 10A(£) 
he numliered as 'Explanation /. — ■’ and after the Explanation* as num- 
bered, the following he added, namely: — 

Explanation 3. — Minority community under this section shall include 
depressed classes or scheduled castes.” 

My point is this : Hon’hle members of this House who belong to 
the so-called upper castes should not think that I put the amendment 
to add the words “other than caste Hindus" after the words “minority 
community” not to deprive the caste Hindus of their legitimate share 
but to test their nationalism. Although pure joint electorate is 
supported in th '4 press and in public platform they are demanding it 
with reservation of seats. The advocates of joint electorate are to-day 
advocating separate electorate. (Cries of “never, never”.) 

With regard to this amendment during the discussion of the Bengnl 
Municipal Bill 1 moved an amendment to which the Hon’ble Minister 
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replied and the Hon’ble Minister then gave us a pledge that in mttnicK 
palities where the depressed classes formed an important minoritf 
community they should be classified as a minority community % afcd in r 
municipalities where they do not form a* important minority com* 
munity the Hon’ble Minister said that their interest! must be safe** 
guarded by nomination. Now, throughout Bengal, in none of the 
municipalities has the Hon’ble Minister or the Government declared 
the depresald classes as u minority community. Therefore my inten- 
tion is that it should lie made clear that depressed classes should be 
regarded as a minority community. Our hon’ble friend Mr. N. K. 
JJasu wanted to put the words “Hindu and Muhammadan” after the 
words ^'minority community” in connection with the Bengal Municipal 
BH1. At that stage I wanted to put the words “depressed classes. " 
Then Mr. B. f\ Ohatterjee uppealed to Mr. N. K. Basu to up th draw 
his amendment on the ground that if he moved that certain difficulties 
would arise and at the request of Mr. B. (’. Ohatterjee, Mr. N. K, Basu 
later on withdrew his amendment, and therefore 1 did not move my 
amendment. As the definite pledge given by the Hon’ble Minister 
during the discussion of the Bengal Municipal Bill (question, question) 
(it will he found in the Council proceedings, dated between the 8th 
and 12th August) lias not us yet been given effect to, it should be made 
clear that the words “minority community” shall include depressed 
classes. With this object I have moved this motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 must 
confess that my memory is not quite so sharp as that of my hon’ble 
friend Babu Amulyudhan Buy and I cannot carry everything in my 
brain He referred to certain understandings or pledges which were 
given to his community during the discussion of the Bengal Municipal 
Act. This much I can sly that if there was any understanding or 
pledge, Government sticks to that (a voick: It is in the Council 
proceedings) and it is uot their intention that the depressed classes 
slipuld lie purposely deprived of the privileges to which they might be 
entifled under the provisions of the Act. The same principle will be 
followed in regard to the Local Self-Government Act if it is amended 
on the lines of the Bill now before the House. The position so far as 
I remember was that if any depressed class formed an important 
minority community and if the interest of that minority community 
could not be represented through general seats, arrangements should 
be made for reservation of seats or for nomination — I speak subject to 
correction—and Government stick to that. So my friend need not 
apprehend that Government would purposely avoid extending this 
privilege to the members of his community; they have never done so. 
In connection with the elections of municipalities, w hich will take place 
in the course of this month, nowhere did Government find the depressed 
classes to be important minorities. Naturally seats cannot be reserved 
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for them. Mr. Ray came to me and I asked Min to give me figures of 
the depressed classes, but he never gave me the figures. I can however 
lay |his that if the district officers report that seats should be reserved 
for tKe depressed classes, because they form an important minority in 
a^y particular unit, Government would take steps to see that that 
community is properly represented. With this assurance I would 
request the hon’ble mover,to withdraw his motion. 

c 

The motion of Mr. Amulyadhan Ray was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, my friend Babu 
Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury is unavoidably absent and I have 6 his 
permission to move the motion standing in his name. * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can move that as your own motion. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: As motion No. 26 has 

been withdrawn, I beg to withdraw this motion. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

“That in clans? .'{ after the Ex phi nut ton to proposed section 10A (2) 
the following be added, namely: — 

Provided that the Hindus of all castes shall be treated as one 
community." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 3 and 4 stand part 
)f the Bill. 

4 

Tlie motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the preamble stand part 
t>f the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Tha Hon’bto Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bill, as settled in Council, be passed. 

Khtit Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I must at this stage 
Bake our position absolutely clear. It is quite true that in certain 
ocal self-governiug bodies we accepted the principle of joint electorate. 

Sir, I would ask two definite questions of my hon'bie friend — whether 
xr not it is a fact that in the Bengal Municipal Act the power of 
nomination of 33 per cent, of the total number of seats has been done 
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ftvty with and that in ha place Government will only nominate 26 per 
cent.? Secondly, is it not a fact that under the Local Self-Government 
Act as it stands to-day, there are double nominations — one nomination in 
the local t>oard and the second nomination in the district board in each of. 
which Government retains power for one-third nomination, fn both cases 
nominations to the extent of 33 per cent.? If that be so, it is perhaps 
known to the Hon ’hie Minister — and no doubt he felt it in his non- 
official daj^i — how much manipulations are made in this power of 
nomination with a view to defeat thp claims of one class of people or the 
other. This is what we are afraid of. If my hen’ble friend hud come in 
with a larger electoral element in the Ijocal Self-Government Bill and 
then come forward with this division of seats, the position would have 
been different. But he retains the power of one-third nomination in the 
local board as well as in the district board: and still he wants that so far 
as the rest of the two-thirds are concerned, they should be divided on 
communal basis; that is where n»y fiist protest conies in. 

Sir. nomination is evil enough and nobody hus been crying harder 
against it than my friends belonging to the other community. We do 
not relish it and we would do away with it if we could. I must make 
it absolutely dear that so long as the system of nomination remains 
there is power in the hands of the authorities to do whal they like. 
If the authorities *in a district desire to change the tone of the district 
board or local board, they can do it easily. That being so, 1 think it is 
hardly just for the Hon’ble Minister to bring in u Bill of thin 
nature at this stage. We demand that public opinion should be 
elicited on this Bill. Where is that public opinion, except the casual 
opinion of some one having a few followers? But where is the sanction 
of the public? On the other hand, there has been a demand that the 
whole Act should be revised as early as possible. We have heard 
repeatedly that no Bill of a < ontroversial nature should be dealt with in 
such a summary manner. I tuke my stand on the logical results of 
several things that we huve done in the past. Does my friend realise how 
inan^* muddles have been created in the jwist by such hasty actions? Is it 
not a fact that you have passed the Municipal Act under which a successful 
candidate will have to forfeit his deposit? 

Tht Hon’bto Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On a point of 
persona] explanation, Sir. The Bill was paused by the' House and not 
by me. 

KImr Bahadur Mautvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, this is the first 

time that 1 hear this, although the Hon’ble Minister likes to be con- 
sidered as the father of the Bill and he is now trying to shift 
the responsibility on the House. In any case, does not my friend 
remember that those who were in favour of 
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Tbt HonPMi Mr. BUOY PRAIA D IINCH ROYS May I rise to a 
tpoint of order? Can the member discuss the Municipal Act here? 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I submit, Sir, I can do 
this, because the measure now before the House 4$ a logical sequence 
of that Act ; that is why I say that it is not desirable to rush in with 
thfc Bill in this manner. It should have been possible for. the Hon’ble 
Minister to come up with definite data instea^of rushing with the Bill 
in this way and leaving the Secretariat to work out as best as it can 
ihe details. 

Difficulties are already being experienced in connection with the 
Bengal Municipal Act. Suppose in an election a seat is to be reseiVed 
for a minority community: now, there are two ways of doing it — one 
is by dividing a particular ward into a reserved or unreserved ward. 
The other is, as they are doing it in another place, by taking the whole 
municipality us a block. I ask — why this differentiation? Is it 
according to the demand of the country or is it because the District 
Magistrate desires the election to lie conducted in a certain manner? 
I personally would have been glud to have it for my district as, so far 
as it is concerned, possibly we might be gainer. But that is not the 
point. The point is that iu spite of the fact that it is possible for us 
do gain a few seats you will arrange the unions or thanas in such a 
manner us would make the position very inconvenient for us. We 
have absolutely no opportunity to rectify it: that is the difficulty. If 
.the Hon’ble Minister had eomc forward with a definite and concrete 
proposal that this is how the scheme will work out, I would have been 
certainly prepared to vote with him. But in the absence of any such 
definite proposal, we cannot agree to give a large charter to the district 
officers or to the Secretariat with a view to managing the elections in 
\whotever manner they like. 

Then, 'Sir, there is another difficulty. We have heard of late that 
.the Muhammadan community have the right to take part in elections 
4i»t reserved seat us well us in general elections. But I may say that 
dhe rules in this connection are so framed as would make this impossible. 
’Take for example the municipality of Krishnagar. Here one ward is 
.divided into two seats of which one is reserved. Now, there is no rule 
isby which a Muhammadan can stand for a reserved seat. He must 
gt&nd for a seat in the general election. If there is only one seat to 
contest, no Muhammadan can get an opportunity to contest a non- 
reserved seat. Under the rules as framed if a Muhammadan wants a 
reserved seat he will not be able to get it till he comes first to the 
reserved seat and then to the general seat. This is not whit is 
intended. The intention originally was that the Muhammadan oobu 
munity would have the right to contest both for reserved or unresemd 
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' gents; but under the rules this cannot be done. I may be mistaken in 
my interpretation of the rules ; but the* difficulties are there— not M the 
' case of one solitary district but in the case of several districts. 

Besides, Sir, the hands of the Local Self-Government Department 
, are so that it will be.a folly to saddle it with a measure like this and 
I am surprised to find that the Hon’ble Minister is rushing with the 
measure at % time when summer has already set in and the Government 
would be away in Darjeeling in a very short time. There will not be 
any opportunity for the outside public to get into touch with the 
i officials for about two months, if there be any need. Fancy the idea 
of passing a legislation like this in such a hurry and then go and stay 
in the hills for two months, where the people will huve no opportunity 
to approach Government in case of any difficulty arising. I feel that a 
measure of this nature should not he passed in such a hurry. Ve are 
not opposing the Bill itself hut we do object to the manner iu which 
it is being rushed. I urn quite prepared to consider the Bill if it is 
taken up in July or August session now that we know that there will 
be a session in July. 


Sir, 1 know that sometimes statements of distinguished Muham- 
madans are quoted in order to twist them to suit one’s purpose. But 
I submit thut we in this House have the right to discuss any matter 
we like in spite of the casual bursting of a particular member. 


Miulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, I oppose the motion on 
grounds somewhat different from those urged by the previous speaker. 
Perhaps it is known to many of my friends t hat 1 am a supporter of 
joiut electorate through and through and I have been a supporter of 
joint electorate tor years past and my belief in joint electorate ha* 
l»een confirmed by experience here and elsewhere. Therefore I think 
it will be absolutely wrong on the part of this House to pass this 
measure and to take such u retrograde step, I am told that during the 
pacing of the Bengal Municipal Bill some assurance was given by this 
side of the House that privileges similar to those given to the minorities 
in municipal ureas would be given in t lie* case of the other units also. 
So far as that is concerned, I am absolutely ignorant, and I dissociate 
myself entirely from any such assurance from any person however 
high he may be. Sir, the next thing that I want to impress upon the 
House is that this matter of the constitution of the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act was attempted to be discussed at a conference of the chairmen 
of district boards held in Darjeeling, presided over by the Hon’ble 
Nawab Faroqui, At that conference we tried our best to make an 
attempt to discuss and give our opinion but we were not allowed to do 
to. Z wanted to express the opinion that there was no necessity at 
that time, in view of the impending constitutional changes, to make 
nny change. If any change was necessary, it was open to the House 
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after the introduction of the Reforms to make any change that the 
House might think necessary. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: When was the conference 
held Y * 

Maulvi 8YE0 NAU8HER ALI: I think some years*J>ack. I do 
not recollect the exact date. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nausher Ali, you are not to pick up words 
that are cast at you. * 

Maylvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: Sir, as 1 was atisent for a long 
time I have forgotten the procedure. The other point which I want 
to bring forward before the House for consideration is that during the 
passage of the Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, we, the 
members of the House, were not allowed any opportunity of discussing 
these constitutional principles. I sent in a number of amendments and 
every one of those amendments was disallowed on the ground that it 
was not within the purview of the amending Bill. Now, all on a 
sudden a particular clause is proposed to be amended to-day and it is 
absolutely unfair to deprive us of the opportunity, when this and other 
clauses were amended, of ensuring fairness to all concerned. 

Sir, 1 say this with a full knowledge of the actual state of things 
now prevailing in this province and the mentality of the people. I 
have already made my position quite clear that I am in support of joint 
electorates without any reservation of seats whatsoever. If it is said 
that it is necessary for the purpose of safeguarding the interests of 
different communities, I am surprised at* the attitude of my friends 
opposite who have come forward to support this proposal in a body 
with all the emphasis at their eonmiand. This shows definitely that 
they support the opinion of my community. I mean those who support 
joint electorate with a reservation of seats 1 do not for a moment 
suggest that there is no necessity whatever for the introduction of 
separate electorates or for the matter of that joint electorates without 
any reservation of seats. But, Sir, if it is at all necessary for the 
purpose of safeguarding the interests of any particular community, it 
ought to have been done when the amending Bill was brought forward 
before the House. I tuny say this, and it is my experience and informa- 
tion that, it is only the tow n people who are more or less communal in 
their outlook who support this measure. If you go to the mufatted 
you will see that the people there with common interests live in amity 
and they will not support such a measure which proposes only to safe- 
guard the interests of the Hindus or of the Moslems. Of course the 
experience of my Hindu friends on the district boards is different, and 
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I do not want to quarrel with them. I, for myself, am" inclined to 
think that this very measure will he mdre injurious to the interests of 
the other aide — that is at any rate my opinion. ..It is not that in view 
of the loss or pain to the Hindus or the Moslems that I am going to 
oppose this motion. As I have already stated, on the general principle 
that while we have had enough of this communal electorate, it is no 
longer necessary nor wise to introduce the same system in a body 
where there*4s none. These elections have been held for over 40 years 
in the local self-governing ureas and there has been no trouble so far 
as the local self-governing areas are concerned. 

.* Twq points have Wen touched upon b\ my friend, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Azizul Haque, namely, first in regard to the one-third nomina- 
tion — is it not fair that so far as the matter is concerned, we mean 
Hindu*, or Moslems I ought to be given an opportunity of exjflessing 
our opinion? I wunt to soy with all the emphasis that 1 cun command, 
abolish all nominations whatsoever — this is what I want. In these 
days of democracy if we can govern Bengal without nominations, 
I think we can govern the district boards, municipalities and local 
bodies without any nomination whatsoever, I must say, Sir, nomina- 
tions are most unsuitable us we know what manipulations have been 
done in this mutter. I am prepared to face the elections und hope to 
return cent per cent, of my members. I want that there should be as 
little room for interference by the executive as possible in the working 
of a self-governing institution. Therefore, Sir, if you thought it 
desirable to reduce the nominated element to one-fourth in the case of 
municipalities, why not reduce the element in the case of the self- 
governing bodies? Abolish it altogether, or if you keep it at all, keep 
it as small as possible. It should Ik* under any circumstances less than 
one-lpurt ii . I want an ustmrance from the lloit’ble Minister to say 
definitely, whether it would not he fair by bringing forward another 
amending Bill next session to abolish nominations altogether so far gs 
the local boards are concerned. It is painful for me to say* from the 
saddest experience I have got that in the case of the locul bodies l 
secured 60 out of the 73 scats in the district hoard elections 

MX* JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, is what happened in 
the Jesaore elections relevant to this debate? 

Mtiflvi BYED NAUtHER ALI: Sir, I submit that it is absolutely 
relevant because I am speaking on the amendment of the Local Self- 
Government Act itself. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS You appear to be very much carried away by 
your arguments. You should keep to your point. 
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Khan Bahadur Msulvi AZIZUL NAQUE: Sir, is it lair on the 

part of Mr. Bannerjee to interject when he himself brought up this 
matter 


Blbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE* Sir, it was not an inter* 

jection hut it was a point of order. The Khan Bahadur should learn 
his grammar first. 


Mr. PRCtIDENT: Order, order. 


Maulvi EYED NAU8HER ALI. Sir, I am not well-versed in 
grammar nor do I know the distinction between interjection and con- 
junction. Therefore I shall abide by vour ruling and I will confine 
myself strictly to my point. What I want, Sir, is ’that the same 
principfe that has been followed in the case of the Bengal Municipal 
Act should he followed in the case of the Local Self-Government Act. 
I would only request that the same principle of reducing the nominations 
•hould also be introduced at the earliest possible opportunity in view 
of the fact that we have been deprived of that opportunity in this Bill 
as well as in the past one. I would also show you, Sir, how it 
materially affects the elections. There are concrete instances and I 
tnight cite one. Suppose there are five subdivisions in a district. Now, 
the lpcal boards in the four subdivisions are entitled to send up 14 
members and one subdivision is entitled to send up six members. 
Now, one party may have secured cent, per cent, of the elected seats 
in the four subdivisions and they also get a majority in the /ifth sub- 
division; but by nomination this majority is reduced. What is the 
effect? The local boards are mere electorates for the district boards. 
Fourteen members of the party which has the entire district board 
behind it will be returned cent, per cent, and it secures a majority of 
the six seats of the other subdivision. Add to this 30, 10 seats by 
nominations and you thereby reduce the majority party that has got 
the largest ’dumber of seats by elections to a minority. There will be 
16 as against 14 iod this is the danger of keeping one-third nomina- 
tions. I do not see any reason why there should lie any room for 
nominations whatsoever so far as the local bodies are concerned. It is 
w«U known to the Hon’ble Minister what j>art the local bodies play in 
the administration of the Local Self-Government Act. Practically 
they have no functions to perform. The late Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea described them as the fifth wheel to the coach. The sooner 
they are abolished the better. I would welcome this measure if the 
local boards were abolished altogether keeping even this one-third 
nomination for direct election to the district boards, so that you may 
not hate any chance of reducing the majority to a minority. There- 
fore, Sir, with all the emphasis that I can command I would request 
the Hou’ble Minister to make a statement to this House that he would 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


m 


introduce at the earliest possible opportunity a legislation abolishing 
the local boards altogether 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Order, order. You have already advanced that 
argument. I do not think that you need repeat that, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. you nave perhapa 
misunderstood him 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Khan ltahudur may sit 
quiet. I would ask the Maulvi Sahib not to repeat the argument that 
he has already advanced. 

• 

Maulvi IVfeO NAUSHER ALI: I am not repeating *»y 
argument 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have heard you to repeat it several times. * 
The value of an argument is never enhanced by repetition. 

Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Sir, I quite see that. I am an 
advocate and I know that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Are you addressing the House 
as an advocate or as a member of this House? 

Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: As a "member of the House, Sir, 

I am advocating a public cause. I do not wish to repeat my argument. 
It will not be possible for me to support this motion unless the Hon’ble 
Minister is pleased to give us an assurance that by introducing another 
Bill he would either reduce the number of nominations to district board* 
or abolish it altogether. 

Wr. NARENORA KUMAR 1ASU: I rise to support the proposal 

of the Hon'ble Minister. We have heard two speeches in opposition, 
but in my submission both the speeches that we have listened to do 
not add anything to the consideration of the question whether the Bill, 
as settled, should be passed or not. As for my friend Khan Bahadur 
Atisul Haque, he has stated that he could only agree to the provisions 
of such a Bill if detailed lists had been made out previously and shown 
t<! him and he would find out whether it was to* his interest to support 
toe Bill or not. As for the other speaker, the Chairman of the Jessoro 
District Board has spoken with a great deal of emphasis, froth and fury 
giving pros and tons several times repeated, but I am afraid what -he 
has stated comes to this*. “In the present circumstances I ail exer* 
ci sing an undisputed sway over the Jessore District Board; please for 
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Heaven’s sake do not take that away.” My submission is that when 
the Bengal Municipal Act and the Calcutta Municipal Act have been 
amended for the purpose of taking away the undisputed sway of com- 
munities, there is no reason why the undisputed sway of an individual 
should he respected in this House and the gross piece of injustice to 
the minority community not removed. I submit that the whole point 
regarding the necessity of this Bill and why it should be passed by this 
House was fully threshed out in the debate on Mr. Tarnmfddin Khan’s 
amendment, arid we have heard nothing; since then as to why this Bill, 
as settled in this House, should not be passed, except that it is pinching 
somebody’s foot. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am sorry that I find myself in 
disagreement after several days with the Hon’blc Mr. Singh Roy, and I 
wish to support Maulvi Nausher Ali because I do believe that he is 
one of the few on the floor of this House who is intimately conversant 
with rural affairs, with elections to the district board, and with how 
local boards and district boards are run. I am sorry Mr. Nausher All is 
not in a position, having spoken once already, to reply to the remarks of 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. I feel perfectly certain that Mr. Nausher 
Ali did not oppose the Bill because his undisputed sway, the undisputed 
sway of an individual as such, was being challenged. I think he objected 
to it because he stands not as un individual, but as a representative 
not only of the Moslems of Jessore, but also of the Hindus who pre- 
dominate in Jessore, namely, the depressed classes. I also have no 
doubt that even under this new' system of joint electorate with reservation 
of seats, Mr. Nausher Ali will be able to introduce his nominee or 
supporters into the district boards without any difficulty. But what he 
has stated before the House was not his own difficulty in the matter, but 
that the difficulties that he has experienced* are likely to be repeated in 
other places os well. The question that he has raised with regard to 
nomination requires the very serious consideration of the Hon’ble 
Minister. My position with regard to it is this: that a small clause # has 
been taken up and is going to be amended. As we have pointed out this 
douse by itself constitutes an injustice. What I wish to say is simply 
this : we shall not be able to support this Bill unless the Hon’ble Minister 
makes certain pronouncements to the effect that the other clauses of the 
Bill that we ask him to amend will also be amended by him. With regard 
to nominations, after all nominations were introduced for the purpose of 
rectifying communal inequalities, because without that this reservation 
of seats has no meaning at all. I am referring not only to this, but to 
any other Bill which may be introduced at any subsequent stage. 
Without doing away with nomination, this Bill is going to work an 
injustice, and surely I am entitled to point out why this Bill should be 
thrown out. Nomination^ were introduced -for the purpose of rectifying 
co mmu nal inequalities. When you reserve seats with joint electorates 
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that means that you have introduced a change, for the purpose of recti- 
fying communal inequalities, and you have no further necessity for 
.nomination. Therefore, unless these nominations are removed joint 
electorates with reservation of seats ought not to be introduced. The 
< Hon’ble Minister has said that there was a demand for the amendment he 
has introduced ou the floor of this House. I am sorry to say that stray 
remarks made in the beat of enthusiasm by speakers who are apt to be 
carried away by their emotions — I think the House realises the particular 
speaker whom I have in my mind — ought not to 1m* taken as a public 
demand, or a demand of the Moslem group or of any other section of 
this House. As a matter of fact, the Hon’ hie Minister must be aware 
that aftfer the statement of Mr. Fasl-ul Huq to the effect that lie would 
support joint electorate with reservation of seats on district and local 
boards, every nfember of this group took him to task for mating it 
without consulting the other members of the Moslem group. I 
think the Hon’ble Minister must be award of that, and therefore it is 
not quite right for him to *tate that there was a demand for this 
measure because of the utterance of an individual member. Moreover, 
before we embark on such an experiment, the system of reservation of seats 
in urban areas with joint electorate ought to be given a chance. I shall 
give an illustration of the difficulties. I have in mind a certain ward 
in the Municipality of Howrah where the Moslems are in large numbers 
and could return tfieir own nominee. Now, what has been done there 
is that other wards have been attached to that ward, with the result that at 
the present moment, the number of Hindu voters is 90 per cent, and the 
Moslem voters 10 pei cent. Consequently the Moslem votes can exercise 
no influence. If reservation of seats is manipulated in this manner, then 
the influence which one community possesses in a particular ward is 
destroyed by its amalgamation with other wards. This is certainly not 
going to be in the best intents ol proper representation, and it should 
be a warning to the Hon’ble Minister and to the whole House, as well as 
to the Moslems as a whole, that so fur as Moslem interests are con- 
cerned it can only be protected by separate electorate without any 
deflection. 

In Calcutta, at the piesent moment this system of joint electorates 
with reservation of seats is being tried, and 1 can assure the House it 
is creating an enormous amount of trouble. Muslims are putting 
forward certain p«»ple as their representatives and they are not being 
accepted by the Hindus. This has already created a certain amount of 
h$at and communal feeling which never existed in the Calcutta election*. 
The Hon’ble Minister ought to be warned by this, not to introduce this 
system in .rural areas which, *a bos been stated by Maulvi Nausher AH, 
ia really concerned more with <4*ss interests rather than with communal 
interests. There is no necessity for arousing communali nterests in the 
rural areas. It is f«r this reason that I am ojiposing the introduction of 
* 
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this Bill, and I do bape that the Hon’ble Minister at this late stage 
might concede to the almost unanimous opinion of this group the 
consideration which it most certainly deserves, and withdraw the Bill. 

Blbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I shall not take more than 
two minutes of the Council’s time. The other side were very much in 
need of arguments and they must be very thankful to Mr. Azizul Haque for 
supplying new arguments, or at any rate something to rufc after in full 
cry. His argument is in respect of the question of nomination — joint 
electorate with reservation has no terrors for him, but joint electorate 
coupled with nomination he cannot face, and he has pleaded to-day for 
the abolition of nomination altogether. 

K hgit Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I never said abolish it 
altogether. I said either have direct election, or reduce it to the 
municipal level. 

BabU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Well, then, let us have it in 
that way. Aholition was advocated by Maulvi Nausher Ali and reduction 
by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque. The question of nomination is 
nothing new in this House. When the Bengal Municipal Act was being 
discussed, the question of abolishing nominations altogether was raised 
by the late Mr. Satyendra Nath Roy, and it was supported — you will see 
from page 235 of the proceedings — by three humble prsons — myself, 
Hr. Narosh Chandra Sen Gupta and Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil. All 
I he members of this group supported the idea of abolition and the 
opposition came from Mr. 'Azizul Haque and Mr. Nausher Ali. 

Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: On a point of personal explana- 
tion — *• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot rise in your seat unless the mem- 
ber in possession of the House gives way. 

Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: On a point of order, Sir, is it fair 
for a member to cast reflections on other members? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I did not find anything grossly personal in 
what Mr. Banner jee said. 

BabU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I shall justify all that I 
have said. Maulvi Nausher Ali has come and said to-day, with an 
emphasis and eloquence such as I can never command, that he is a stout 
and zealous champion of joint electorates pure and simple — joint elec- 
torates and no reservation of seats. Joint electorate is a principle by 
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which he is prepared to stand or fall. This question also, like the quee» 
;ion of nomination, does not come up to-day tor the first time in this 
House; it has been discussed at least twice within the lifetime of this 
j louse. The first time it was on the motion of Maulvi Abdus Saxnad, 
y regards elections to the Council. That debate lasted for two days 
;*nd evoked a considerable amount of excitement and interest ; but during 
jbll this time Maulvi Nauaher Ali was conveniently absent. Once again 
'the question & joint electorates came up in connection with the Bengal 
Municipal Act, and once again Maulvi Nausher Ali was conspicuously 
absent. He had two opportunities of avoiding and vindicating his prin- 
ciples, and on both occasions he was conveniently absent ; he cannot claim 
any privilege now. As for Khan Bahadnr Maulvi Axirul Haque, he is 
angry with the Minister for not introducing a measure for abolishing 
I 01 curtailing the proportion of nominations. But Khan Bahadur Axixul 
Haque is not an amateur in the art of legislation. He could easily have 
introduced a Bill on the subject either in his own person or through his 
i-upporters. Then why should lie complain against the Minister}* The 
Minister has no monopoly in this matter; everybody has the same right 
.h regards the introduction of a legislative measure. Mr. 11. S. 
Suhrawardy, with that perverse ingenuity for which he has acquired a 
came in this House, came and said to-day that they, meaning the Moslem 
group, were not to be tied down to the emotional outburst of a particular 
speaker. He said further that Mr. Fazl-ul Huq’s remarks left them 
aghast. But whenjtfr. Fazl-ul Huq made his offer, he did not do it in 
any imle-and-corner fashion; he did. so publicly, in the presence of Khan 
Bahadur Azizul Haque, in the presence of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul 
Momin and in the presence of Mr. II. S. Buhrawardy. If they were 
aghast, they might easily have given expression to their feelings of 
astonishment; they aie not tyros in the art of public speaking. But they 
did nothing of the sort by their silence and acquiescence, they — all of 
them — have led ns indirectly to believe that they were at one with Mr. 
Fa*l-ul Huq in his generous and liberal offer. Had he been present here 
to-dg^, they would not have the courage or the ill gtaee to recant as 
they have done to-day. Their action lo-day — I do not wish 1o 
animadvert on it too strongly — is something of which history in future 
will take note. It will take note that it is possible for some hou’ble 
members of this House to turn and turn about, to vote to-day this way 
and to-morrow the other way, to express generous sentiments one day for 
the purpose of gaining a temporary advantage and disavow the same 
sentiments the next day when it no longer suits their purpose. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of personal 
explanation. My friend has thoroughly misquuted me. In spite of 
the fact that his history* is very well known as well as mine, in spita 
of his convenient absence on other occasions he should have done me 
the favour of quoting my full speech before he referred to me. I 
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made no statement which is contradictory? And if my friend avoids a 
communal brain and sticks to his eloqueyee and common sense 

fp+ ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. ; 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Does personal explanation 
include personal abuses also even by a Khan Bahadur? 

« 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the Khan Bahadur had gone beyond 
his limits. 

Khan Bahadur MauWi AZIZUL HAQUE: I must say tiat if I 
have done so it is because of the unfairness of some of my friends not 
to hand over the book to me but to some others. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Mr. HL S. SUHR AWARD Y: I have never been in favour of joint 
electorate with or without reservation of seats. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I must tell the members on 
this side of the House that T must emphatically discourage any 
attempt on their part to make themselves heard in some indirect 
fashion. I must stop any attempt on their part to force something 
upon jne or upon the House. There should be no unseemly anxiety 
on their pai't to make themselves heard in season and out of .season. 

TteJton’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Annul Haque has opposed my motion on two grounds. The 
first ground in that lie thinks that so long as the proportion of nomina- 
tions in the district boards remains as it is, this Bill should not lie 
accepted bv the House, because there is ev^ry possibility, according 
to him, of the Muhammadan community being injuriously affected 
through nominations. Sir, 1 am os much acquainted with the working 
and constitution of district boards in this province as uiv friend, the 
Khan Bahadur, iu spite of his long experience as chairman of a 
district board. (Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque: But you are not 
going to be permanently settled where you are.) Certainly not; I do 
not claim permanent settlement nor do I hope that I shall have it. 

Sir, Government follow certain definite principles in making 
nominations which are given on the basis of population plu$ t I think, the 
voting strength of. a community; they are not given to one community 
or the other merely' for the sake of pleasing them. As I have said. 
Sir, definite principles are followed in making nominations and I hope 
to follow the same principles strictly so long as I am in office; of 
course I cannot offer any assurance on behalf of^my successors. Khan 
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Bahadur Aaixul Haque, Mjfulvi Nausher Ali and others have urged 
:that Government should bnafe in a Bill to amend the Ijocal Self- 
Government Art to reduce ftyvs proportion of nomination, because it 
^inight injuriously affect the minority community, meaning of course 
the Moslem community in this case. As a matter of fact, however, 
the Muhammadans are not a minority community in rural areas. 
Not only are they a majority community as regards population hut 
their voting Strength also is much larger. The voting strength of 
the Muhammadans is 37 lakhs, whereas that of the Hindus is 28 lakhs. 
If they are in a minority in a particular district aud cannot secure the 
adequate number of seats to which they are entitled, through election, 
the proportion is attempted to he made up by nomination. That is 
the •principle which Government follow and Khan Bahadur Ahlul 
Motuin, as an r.r-I)i vision a] Commissioner must he perfectly acquaint- 
ed with these facts and I do not think he will deny this. It has been 
brought up to-day for the first time that the local boards should be 
abolished and the proportion of nomination should lie reduced. Speak- 
ing personally, and not as a member of Government, I have no faith 
in local boards hut Government have no Bill ready to amend the lineal 
Self-Government Act over again at present hut whan they would 
undertake a comprehensive amendment of that Act, ceitainly they 
would go into thitj question very carefully and they might then be 
inclined to reduce the proportion of nomination on the same lines as 
was done in the Bengal Munitipal Act. 

Khan Bahadur Amul Haque also refened to certain mistakes— 
mistakes, according to him, of course— in tj^e rules made in connection 
with the Bengal Municipal Act and the difficulty of reservation of 
sente and the iniquities that had occurred because of them. I may 
tell him that in spite of those iniquities, in spite of those difficulties, 
there were importunate requests from members of his community from 
different municipalities for reservation of seats and Government had 
to reserve seats for them at their request, seats which, of course, they 
were entitled to, and his community had fully welcomed the decision. 
Mr. Nausher Ali stated that the conference at Darjeeling on October, 
1930, ruled out amendments on constitutional points with regard to 
the Local Self-Government Bill; so it is not fair that Government 
should bring forward a Bill like this to amend a particular section. 
It is so, and as 1 said at the beginning it was never their intention 
to bring in this Bill. But Government have initiated this legislation 
only at the request of members of this House. Members belonging 
to different groups requested Government that a similar provision 
should be introduced in the Local Self-Government Act as in the 
Bengal Municipal Act, ami we have simply acceded to that request. 
So I hope that the Moslem group would be satisfied with my enplane- 
tion and change their attitude and not try to oppose the Bill but accept 
it with a good grace,. 



GOVKBNMEST BILLS. 


[13th MAh., 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will it not be con- 
venient to put the final motion to the vote after the prayer adjourn- 
ment, Sir, because a great many of the Muhammadan members have 
gone to prayer, and because I expect a division will be called? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you like me to postpone putting the 
final motion till we reassemble after prayers? Are your objections 
really vital? 4 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: We do not expect to 
carry the division but we will then have more Muhammadan members 
in the Chamber. 

Mm PRESIDENT: All light, I then adjourn the Council for lo 
minutes. But before I adjourn, I must say that it is my painful duty 
to observe that some attempts were made from your side of the House 
to rise and make speeches under the pretext of making a personal 
explanation. I must discourage that practice. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May we know, Sir, 
what you mean? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I mean to say that members from your side 
have risen to speak on personal explanation or points of order without 
having any material grievance or without being aide to make out 
their points of order. * 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: But, Sir, that is not 
confined to members on thi> side of the House only! 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I was simply referring to the fact that some 
members were developing t hut habit, which is not desirable in the 
interest of the House. , • 

The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer. 

(The Council reassembled after adjournment with Mr. Deputy 
President in the Chair.) 

The HonTde Minister’s motion was then put and a division taken 
with the following results: — 


ah. umm nmh. 
AmttfMt, Mr. W. L 
BH, Uto Uitt Kaaar. 

Brf. WWi tant tturfrs. 
jMMrfM, lifca Mt»i«nl«i 
•arm, Itii Mi PimIhu. 


AYEU. 


Bat*, Ur. Nwurfra Ki 
■turfy. Ur. *. R. 



MW, Ur. §. 4* 


w.v. 
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Npr,t.U 

Rate, Hr, A. R. 

•w, Rai Mtew RteW Kim. 

Pm, Rat t teteMr m tyiak ra Kaaar. 
rarafal, tm Mm*Mi Rawafe «.«,«*, KRm 
R aRaiai. 

Favtaa, Mr. L. R. 

RaafaRf Ral la— kvr BuR Kraar. 
ttwsaavt. tha MaVMa AlBaRjf Mr Ab—harfte. 
—■ ar m, Mr. R. R« 
iNaU, Rai Rafeai* RaRrttaa. 

Raka, Hr. P. R. 

Haakarwv, Mr. A. R. R. 

Haaaar, Hr. B. B. 

Lav, Rr. tantRi RatB. 

LMhBart, Rr. A. R. I. 

RMW, tfei Maa’Ma Mr Pmte BBaMar. 

■Rtra. Bam laral Ohaatea. 

Mtimmin, Ral SabIB laral BBaaRra. 

Ratttcfc, Rr. RikiKi Btlary. 

Rag, RmnV B. A. 

Raaiy, HaBaraJa Irta fibaaBra, af KaataBaaar. 
RatJaaRRI a, tba Hh'Mi Hr. Kbvija. 

RBM—t, Rr. M. t. V. 


PiaaWai, Mb RaaHt Mr. «. 0. R. 

—II ai, Rr. A. 

Ral R aia aa l, R aa hMra — 
hay, Baba K aRyaRw 
KIwHm 

Rag, Ram i R iiai Rarayaa. 

Rate. Hr. R. R. 

Ray, Ram RarRaaia 
Ray. Ram RttaaRra Rata. 

Ray, Rr. BaHaavar Magi. 

Ray, Rr. laral Kaaiar. 

Ray, tm Haa*Ma Rr. BIJay Pnul Magi. 

Ray BB aamari, Ram Man BBaaRra. 

•amk, RaaM ABkaa. 
larkar, Ral ItM Rabat! Hama, 
laa, «f. B. R. 

Baa, Ral R aBaR a r kagwh BBaaRra. 

Baa, Rai BaBIB Akabay Kaaiar. 

Ma«B, Brfjal Taj liBUar. 

•lam, Raja RaBaRar Rkaptakra Rarayaa, at 
RatBMar. * 

TavaaaR, Rr. H. P. V. 

WHfclaaaa, Rr. N. R. 

WaaRBa a R, tba Haa*bla Rr. 4. A. 


NOES. 


All, Raalvl By* KinKr 
RaaarJI, Rr. R. 

RBaaRBart, Kfcii RaBaRar Raalvl Allvanavaa. 
•BaaRBary, RaaM Natal AkJtr. 

BBavRBary, HaJi RaRI ABM. 

BmviBary, Raalvl ABRal Rmai. 
fadaNah, Raalvl RabaaiaiaR. 

Nahlai, Raalvl ABRal. 

Nagaa, KBaa |aba#ar Raahrl Aaltal. 

Ntuli, Naval Hatfcarrat, Kfcaa RaBaRar. 


Maaaaia, Raalvl Habaawak. 

Kaaaa, Raalvl ABai. 

KBaa, Raalvl Taaritakkia. 

MaaUa, KBaa RaBaRar RabaaiaiaR ABRal. 
Qaaaaai, Raalvl ABal. 

Rabaua, Raalvl Aaliar. 

Ray, Rr. BBtatl Ikakbaraavar. 

Ravt, —a Haaaai. 

•abravarky, Rr. H. t. 

• 


The Ayes being 0-i and the Noes 19, the motion wus carried. 


Tht Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1133. 

The Hon’Mt Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERs I beg to 

present the Report of the Select Committer on the Bengal Patni 
Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1932. 

1 beg to move that the Bill, as reported by the Select Committee, 
be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause* 1 and 2. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 1 and 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed 
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Clause 3. 

Tilt Mon’bto Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs Sir, with 
your leave may I move motion No. 45 before motions Nos. 41 and 42 
are moved? I think the respective movers of these amendments are 
agreeable to this. 

- Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do that 

* Th# Hon’bfe Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MOTER: I beg to 

moVl that in clause 3 in proposed section 14A clauses Sixth and 
Eighty be omitted, and the following clause be added after clause 
Seventh : — 

“ Seventh (a). Notwithstanding anything contained in this section, 
the zamindar may, at any time after the sale-proceeds have been 
deposited under section 9, if such sale-proceeds are still in deposit and 
the sale has not been set aside, withdraw therefrom an amount equal 
to the amount on account of which the sale was made or the whole 
amount of the sale-proceeds less the one per cent, due to Government, 
whichever is less, and if the sale is thereafter set aside by the Collector 
or the Civil Court under this section an amount equal to the amount 
so withdrawn by the zamindar shall be paid out of the deposit made by 
the applicant under sub-clause (ft) of the First clause of this section 
to the auction purchaser iastead of to the zamindar ”. * 

Sir, thv 1 position shortly is this. In the Select Committee “ eighth ” 
in clause 3 in the proposed section 14A was introduced by a majority. 
So far as it goes, it is a provision in favour of the landlords. As a 
result of discussion I have been able to induce representatives of the 
zamindan and the jtatnidars to ugree to the amendment which I have 
just moved. I would ask the House to accept it because apart from 
anything else “eighth” as it stands will give rise to practical difficul- 
ties and may affect the 1 per cent., due to Government. I therefore 
commend my amendment to the House. 

The motion was put and agreed. 

Ml*. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 3, as 
amended, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mil DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 


n 

♦ 


The question is that the preamble- 


stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’Me Sir PR0VA8H CNUNDER HITTER: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The motfcrn was put and agreed to. 


Tha Howrah Municipal (Temporary Prow team) Bill. 1888. 

The Hon’Me Mr. BIJOY PRA8AO 8INCH ROY: I beg to intro** 
duce a Bill to provide for certain matters in connection with the 
extension of certain provisions of the Calcutta Municipal Aot, 1923, 
to th<? Municipality of Howrah. 

The Secretary read the short title of the Bill. 


Clauses 7, 2 and 3. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 1, 2 and 
3 stand part of thev Bill. 


Clause 4. 

Mr. BEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 stand 
part of the Bill. 


Amendment . 

a 

Babu HARIBANSA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that in the proviso 
to clause 4, in line 5, after the words “mentioned in this section” the 
worc|p “or if the value of any building is reduced by reason of any 
substantial demolition or if any premises is subdivided or if two or 
more premises or portions thereof are amalgamated,” and in line 6 
after the words “revaluation of such” the words “land and” be 
inserted. 

Mr. H. PV V. TOWNEND: Mr. Deputy President, I ask your 
permission to intervene at this stage as I think to do so may save the 
time of the House. Government are prepared to accept a portion of 
the amendment. They are prepared to accept the inclusion of the 
words “or if the value of any building is reduced by reason of any 
substantial demolition,” but they cannot accept the provision regard- 
ing subdivision or amalgamation. The reason is that in the corre- 
sponding clauses in the Calcutta Municipal Act these two provisions 
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are hedged round with many precautions and conditions. It is impos- 
sible at this late stage to secure that the precautions can be inserted 
in the Bill. If the hon’ble member who mbves the amendment is 
prepared to accept the suggestion, I would ask the permission of the 
President to move the following amendment: — 

“I beg to move that in line 5, in the proviso to clause 4, after the 
word 1 ‘building” the words “or if the value of any building is reduced 
by reason of any substantial demolition,” be inserted. 

Sir, this follows the provisions of the Calcutta Municipal Act. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDEHT: The question is that clause 4, as 
amended in Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauses f) and 6 and the Preamble . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 5 and 
G and the Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The, motion was put and agreed to. 

Tha Calcutta Port (Amendmant) Bill, 1933. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD:* Sir, I beg to introduce a 
Bill further to amend the Calcutta Port Act, 1890. 

The Secretary read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Sir, I beg to move* that 
the Bill be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. J. A* WOODHEAD: I beg to move that the 
Bill, as introduced in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjoumad till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 14th 
March, 1933. 



IM$* ™ 

Proceedings of die Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Count i i. met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 14th March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 


•^Tr? President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Xath Hav 
C iMUOHUBi, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 102 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Charges *for electric consumption in the Daooa city. 

*39. Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble ^Member in charge of the Commerce Department be pleased to 
state whether he has any information justifying the charge that the unit 
charges for consumption of electric power for domestic purposes in the 
city of Dacca arc not markedly higher than the local circumstances 
would justify; if not, is he considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry into the matter? 

(b) If the reply to the first part of clause (a) is in the affirmative, 
arQ the Government considering the desirability of moving in the matter 
so that the unit charges for electric power in Dacca city cau be brought 
down to an equitable rate? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment are considering the advisability of constituting a Local Advisory 
Board in the city of Dacca for safeguarding the interests of the con- 
sumers of electric power? 

MEMBER in ohergs of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon* bit Mr. A A. Woodhttd): («) No. Government have no such 
information and no inquiry is proposed. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 
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Reduction of allowances of the eMtenus. 

*, 

•40. Bobu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased 
to state whether there has been any reduction of allowances given to 
persons under detention under the Criminal Law Amendment Act at 
the date of the passing of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1932 
(Bengal Act IV of 1932), since the passing of the said Act? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, what is the total extent 
of such reduction? 

(c) Are the persons in detention and the members of their families 
given any opportunity to state their case before the Government decide 
on the*allowanees to be given to such persons and their families under 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act? 

(<J) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that serious hardships have been 
caused to many families for withholding payment of allowances to 
them? 

(c) Is it a fact that many representations hove been mode to the 
Government for redress of grievances on the subject? 

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): («) and ( b ) The allowances of detenus in 
actual custody have been substantially reduced from time to time as the 
result of periodical examinations of the expenditure involved, but 
Government are not prepared to state the details of the reductions 
effected. 

(c) Persons detained in custody receive uniform rates of allowances 
and no representation is therefore necessary. As regards other allow- 
ances under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, local inquiries 
are made before the allowances are fixed. 

(d) Such complaints are made from time to time but on investigation 
few are found to be justified. 

(e) Yes, for alleged grievances. 


All-Bengal and Assam Praja Conference. 

*41. Maillvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: (a) la the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware of the 
All-Bengal and Assam Praja Conference held at Sirajganj on the 10th 
and 11th Pou*h, 1339 B.S., under the presidency of Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Momin, m.l.c.P 



lM&j QUESTIONS, U 

* ' 4. , 

Hare copies of the resolutions pasted at the aaid conference 
been received by the Government Y 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that in view of the present 
economic distress and widespread poverty of the agriculturists, a Mora- 
torium Resolution has, inter alia, been passed by the said conference, 
urging upon the Government to take such steps as may legally enable 
the agricultvists to put off repayment of all these debts and interests at 
least for three years to come with provision for sanction of interests on 
such debts during the said period? 


Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps are 
being taken by the Local Government regarding those resolutions, parti- 
cularly the said “Moratorium Resolution”? 


MEMBER in oharp of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tht Hon’ bis 

Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo): (<t) (b) and (c) Yes. 

{ d ) It is not possible in answer to a question to state 4he action talfen 
on the separate resolutions which deal with widely different subjects, 
and*some of which, e g, } the proposed moratorium, are not within the 
competence of the Local Government. 


Number of murders, attempted murders, daootties and ether outrages 
— imitted by the terrorists. 

*42. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : un Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Depaitment he pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing foi the last 5 years the number of 
murders, attempted murdeis, dualities and other outrages committed 
by the ten orists? 

*(4) Have the measures that Government have taken to combat 
with terrorism decreased the number of such cases? 

( c ) If not, what other measures do the Government propose taking 
to root out terrorism from the country? 

The Mon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

{ b ) and (c) Government are satisfied that the present policy, by 
which steady and increasing pressure is being exerted on the terrorist 
conspiracy, has had, and is having, a good effect, and that the situation 
has improved. Should fresh measures become necessary Government 
will not hesitate to adopt them. 
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Statement referred to in the reply tb clause (a) of starred question ■ 


No. 42 , showing 

the number of 

murders , attempted 

murders , 

dacoities and other outrages committed by the terronsts. 



1928. 

1929. 

1930. 1931. 

1932. 

Murders 


2 

11 8 

10 

Attempted murders 

3 

2 

23 23* 

27 

Dacoities 


3 

17 41 

57 

Other outrages 


1 

2 9 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: 

aware that the Government, like other people, 

Is the Hon’ble Member 
aro very easily satisfied if 


they want to he satisfied? 
(No reply was Riven.) 


Health c4 8rijut J. M. 8en Gupta, 

*43. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: Will the Hou’ble Member 
in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(*) what is the state of health of Srijut J. M. Sen Gupta at 
present ; and 

(it) where is he now? 

MEMBER in ohargt of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'bte Sir Proveih Chunder Mitter): (7) and (H) Mr. Sen Gupta 
is in Medical College Hospital and since Government have no infdrma- 
tion with respect to his state of health which is not available to his 
family, the public interest would not in any way be served by giving 
particulars. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 

be pleased to state if it is the intention of Government to send Mr. Sen 
Gupta during summer to some other place? 

The Hen’bie Sir PRWAStt CHUNDER MITTER I I would ask for 

notice. It is not really my department. By a mistake it appears in 
my name. 
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•44. Rti BahMkir KAMINI KUMAR DAIl (a) Is the Hon’ hie 
Member in charge of the Political Department aware — 

IV 

(t) that there is a Deaf and Dumb School in Chittagong; and 

(u) that*the Chittagong Municipality has leased out a piece of 

land for erecting n house for the school ? 


.i^j^Ate the Government considering the desirability of allotting 
anadequate sum, out of the collective fine leulised, for the erection 
of tf suitable bouse for the said school P 


THi Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; («) (i) and <i«) Yes. 

(b) The member is referred to the answer given to starred* question 
No. 10 on the 23rd February, 1933. 


Civil discftedianoB movement. 

*45. Babt! 8UK LAL NAG. (<i) Is the Hon'ble Member in charge 
of the Political Deportment awuie that jieiaons taking part id the 
civil disobedience movement ,nre often nrrested by the police and 
marched to the thana, and that some of them are let off from the 
thana P 

{h) Has this practice the approval of Government? 

(c) Is any lecord kept of such arrests ? 

\d) Will the Hon’ble Member Ik* pleased to lay u statement on 
the table showing for the Khulna district and for the period from 
November, 1932, to 31st January, 1933,— 

(i) the number of persons arrested in connection with civil dia- 
obedience; and 

(tf) the number of such persons— 

( 1 ) released afterwards, 

(2) put up for trial, 

(^) convicted, and 
(4) acquitted? 
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Tht HM’bil Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE : (a) In the exercise of 
f ^V ir lawful powers the police from time to time have arrested persons 
taking part in the civil disobedience movei£*nt. 

(b) and (c) Yes. 

(d) (i) 36. 

(si) (1) Nil, (2) 36, (3) 25, (4) 5; and the cases against 6 persons 
were tub judice. 


Daaths from malaria in tho Bankura district. 

*4k Babu fATYA KINKAR BAHANAt (a) Will the Hon’Ue 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the Bankura district for 
each of ike last five years— 

(t) the number of deaths from malarial fever and the amount of 
quinine distributed; 

(ii) the number of deaths from small-pox and the number of vac- 
cination carried out; 

(iii) the number of deaths from cholera and the number of cholera 

inoculation carried out ; and 

.(iv) the number of milk injections given to patients with enlarged 

* spleens? 

(h) What steps other than the distribution of some quinine have 
been taken by the Government in this district for curing malarial 
patients, or for exterminating the mosquito, or for making malarial 
patients non- infective? 

MINISTER in oharge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the HonWe Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): <a), (»), (ii) 
and (iii) Statements are laid on the table. 

(iv) Government have no information. 

( b ) Grants of Us. 1,400 aud Its. 2,000 were given to the District 
Magistrate in 1927-28 and 1929-30 for anti-malaria work: the district 
board have, since 1926-27, refused to accept an anti-malaria grant undei 
the pfescribed conditions. 

No steps other than quinine distribution have been 1||cen by Gov- 
ernment for curing* malaria, exterminating mosquitoes or making 
malarial patients non-inf active. The responsibility for taking action 
fn such matters rests on the local authorities. 
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^tatemesU referred to in the reply to ttarred question Mo, 46 (o) (*), 
4 skewing the number of sfeaths from malarial fever and the amoWpt 
of quinine distributed 

• , 

Deaths from malaria. Government quinine grant. 


1928- 29-7,235. 

1929- 30 — 8,126. 

1930- 31-*8,873. 

1931- 32 — 8,565. 

1932- 33 5,426 (up to October). 


1928- 29 — Rs. 3,000. 

1929- 30— Rs, 2,100. 

1930- 31— Rs. 3,270. 

1931- 32 — Ra, 1,515. 

1932- 33 Rs. 1,400. 


Sfk^inent referred to in the reply to starred question No. 46 (a) (it), 
• showing the number of deaths from small-pox and the number of 
vaccination performed in the Bankura district. * • 


Number of deaths from *inall-pox. 

1927- 28—243. 

1928- 29 120. 

1929- 30 67. 

4930-31 — 449. 

1931-32 200. 


Total number of vaccination. 

1927- 28 — 76,779. 

1928- 29-68,657. 

1929- 30 -72,661. 

1930- 31—100,931, 

1931- 32 88,002. 


Statement ref erred* to in the reply to starred question No. 46 (a) (til), 
showing the number of deaths from cholera and cholera inoculations 
in the Bankura district. 

Cholera inoculations reported. 

1928- 3,417. 

1929- -26,193. 

1930 8,843. 

1931—12.495. 

1932 2.569 (up to June). 


Number of deaths from cholera. 

1928 — 549. 

1929— 1,188. 

1930 — 570. 

1931— 556. 

1932 95 (up to October). 


Railing of tuition foot of students in private and aidad ooUegss. 

•47. Bobu SATIBH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDNURYl (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state whether Government are in correspondence with the Calcutta 
University for raising the tuition fees of students in all private and 
aided colleges F 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the grounds 
on which Government are contemplating the in creas e of tuition fees? 

(c) Is the 'Hon’ble Minister aware that, owing to the great economic 
distress, there has been a fall in the Mother of students in the mufattal 
colleges F 

6 
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(d) Does the Hon’ble Minister realise that the raising of fees at 
this time is Kkely— 

(t) to cripple the number of students still further ; 

(ii) to be detrimental to the interests of higher education? 

(e) What reply has the Government received from the University 

on the subject? < 

(/) Do the Government agree with the University in their reply? 

MINISTER in oharge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (thi 
Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin) : (a) YeB. *^ 0 ' 

(b) Government have merely invited the opinion of the Universities 
on paragraph 216 of the Retrenchment Committee’s Report. 

( c ) The figures for March 31st, 1932, showed a decrease as compared 
with those of two years previously, but there were over 600 more stu- 
dents reading in mvfasml Arts colleges on that date than on March 
gist, 1931. 

( d ) TJiiN would depend largely upon the extent to which the fees 

were raised. 

(e) The final reply of the University has not been received. 

(/) Does not arise. 

. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether or not the raising of the college fees 
will tell very heavily on backward communities particularly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It depends. I would 
refer the hon’ble member to answer (ti). 


Condition of tho flood-strioken people of CaHiandhi end Kurigram. 

*48. Kizi EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) that the condition of the flood-stricken people of Gaibandha and 
Kurigram has not improved as yet ; 

<t«) that the crops raised by them have not been sufficient enough to 
meet their home requirements; and 
k (iti) that the officers deputed for the collection of agricultural loan 
from Gaibandha and Kurigram are being approached for the 
postponement of realisation till better times come? 
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(6) II ike answers to (a) are in the affirmative, are the Government 
aaidering the desirability of granting the prayer for postponement of 
ilisation of agricultural loan in Gaibandha and Kurigram subdivi- 
ns? 

, MEMBER ill charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’Mi 

fr Provath Chundar Mitter).: (a) (i) It is reported that their condi- 
a on is improving. , 

(0) It. is reported that the stocks of food grains ore at present 
Sufficient. 

v , (nij^ Yes. In some cases people of the char areas of the Kurigram 
subdivision approached the Loan Recovery Officer for postponing 
realisation. 

(h) The local officers are taking necessary action to suspend* reali- 
sation till September next in cases of real hardship. 


Infestment of the east of Caloutta by anophodt ludlowii. 

*48. Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Deportment 
be pleased to statd whether it is a fact that Dr. Bentley, the late 
Director of Public Health, apprehended serious menace to the city of 
Calcutta if the salt wutcr lakes to the east of Calcutta came to be 
infested by anopheles ludlowii, 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'blo 
Minister be pleased to state whether the salt water lakes have been 
periodically and recently examined for anopheles ludlowii infestation; 
if so, with what results? • 

Tho HofPbfe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(b) Since May, 1931, when the special staff was sanctioned, re- 
peated and careful surveys of the salt lake areas have been made. 
Boats coming from the Sundarbans area where anopheles ludlowii 
are common have also been examined at Kristopur toll office. 

No anopheles ludlowii were found breeding in or near the salt 
lakes till the middle of December, 1932, when at village Nawaputty 
near Kristopur larv» of anopheles ludlowii were found breeding in the 
isolated pools connecting with the salt lake and in the margin of the 
salt lake itself. Subsequently the neighbouring tillages of Mahiah- 
bathan and Kristopur were also found to be infected. In January new 
breeding places were found in the village of Gariarabad/ and later 
near Chingrighata. Control measures have been taken regularly at 
all these places. * 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that this anopheles ludlowii cannot 
come except by train or by steamer? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is so, Sir. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Do they come as D&id D&ssengers 
or unpaid passengers? (Laughter.) 

(No reply was given.) 

Mosquito curtaini supplied to prisoners in the Pabnt JaRT 

c 

•00. Khan Bahadur Maulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHAN: (a) I 9 the 

Hon’blc Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department aware — 

( i ) that the mosquito curtains supplied to the prisoners in the 
Pabna Jail are too small to be used by them; 

(«) that the curtains were never used by the prisoners; and 

(Hi) that they are lying stocked in the jail godown? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state who is responsible for this waste of Gov- 
ernment money? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a), (i) No. 

(ti) This is incorrect. 

(hi) 125 of these nets are still serviceable and aie issued to prisoners 
when required. 

(b) There bus been no waste of money. 

MtUlvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: With reference to answer (m), 
will the Ilon’hle Member be pleated to sint“ out of 12* r > nets hotf many 
are serviceable? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask for 
notice. 

MtUlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether Government intend to supply mosquito-curtains 
to the prisoners of other jails? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: That question 
was fully debated and I believe that hon’ble member will have an 
opportunity of debating it again during the budget discussion. I may, 
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however, mention that unless the curtain is tucked up under heavy 
mattresses, it is somewhat difficult for the prisoners to have protection* 
against mosquitoes. It is, however, a matter which cannot be dealt with, 
fully in answer to a supplementary question. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether bricks cannot be supplied in place of mattresses?* 

The Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MUTER: I do not think 
that is feasible, but I do not know. 


/Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Does it not follow from the 
repfy that mosquito nets supplied to the prisoners are too small to ho 
tucked up under the mattresses? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MUTER: No, that doer not 
follow. 


Dttenu Mr. 8atindram*h San of Bariaal. 

*51. B«bU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hcm'ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state 

U) in what different jails has Mr. Satimlrauuth Sen of Dorisal 
been detained since his arrest in January, Di.’tl ; 

(u) in what part of India and in what jail is he confined at 
present; and 

(in) what is the present state of his health? 

((f) Is it a fact that he ha* been subjected to X’Kuy examination? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what is the result 
>f such examination? 

(J\ Is it a fact that he is suffering from tuberculosis in any form? 

(e) Is it a fact that his lelatinns have received no communication 
from him apd.have learned nothing ubout his health during the last 
three months? 

Tho Hon’bft Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES (a) (i) and (it) Govern- 
ment are not prepared to give this information. 

(iit) Satisfactory. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Nothing abnormal was discovered. 

id) No. 

(e) Government have no information regarding this. 
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BabO JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I s it a fact that certain 

haxiraji medicines sent from Calcutta for the use of Mr. Satindranath 
Sen of Barisal were refused by the Superintendent of the jail? 

Thf Hon’bU Mr. W. D. B. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 


Poroantag® of Mussalmans in ministerial appointments in district 
offices. 

•52. Maulvi HA88AN ALI: Will the Ilon’ble Member in charge 

of the* Appointment Department be pleased to state — 

> 

(i) what is’ the percentage of Mussalmans in appointment in the 
Government services with regard to ministerial services, 
both civil and executive departments in Bengal; 

(it) what is the total number of ministerial officers at present in 
the Dinajpur Civil Court and Dinajpur Collectorate, and 
* how many of them are Mussalmans and how many Hindus; 
•* (in) what are the educational qualifications of 4he present incum- 
bents of the higher ministerial services in the Dinajpur 
Collectorate ; 

fir) how many promotions from lower grade ministerial services 
to higher grade took place in the Dinajpur Collectorate 
during the last 10 years ; 

(r) whether any Mussulman ministerial officer from the lower 
grade to the higher grade was promoted in the said Col- 
lectorate during the last 10 years; 

(vi) what is the principle of such promotion; and 
(rn) whether it is a fact that even non-Mntrie men from among 
non-Moslem ministerial officers in the lower grade were 
promoted to the higher grade during the last 10 years 
in supersession of the claims of senior Mussulman officers? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr. W. D. R. Prantioe): (i) The percentage of Mussalmans 

in ministerial appointments in district offices. Commissioners’* offices 
and District Judge’s offices is 30 *04. 

(»>) The total number in the Collectorate is 61, of which 23 or 
87 ’7 per cent. *re Muhammadans. 

The total number in the civil courts is 94, of which 30 'ter 81 per 
cant, are Muhammadans. 
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(ttf) Of 13 upper grade officers, one is % ^graduate, one Appeared 
at the B.A. examination, four I.A.’s, six passedEntrance or MatrioulA- 
tion examination, and one a non-Matric. 

(tv) Eight. 

(i?) Tes, one. 

(ri) The ptinciple is that laid down in rule 61 of the Board’s 
Miscellaneous Rules, 1918, viz., “appointments in the upper division 
are to be made with regard to special fitness for the post and unless 
other considerations are equal seniority is not to be regarded in filling 1 
them.” 

\(ni) One non-Matric Hindu was promoted in 1924 on account of 
special fitness. He superseded 2 non-Matric Moslems and also 14 
Hindus. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: With reference to 
(«), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment considers that this proportion of 30*04 is adequate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: As far as I recollect, Govern. + 
rnent orders laid down different percentages from different Commissioners 
of Divisions and 1 have no idea of what the net result of that is. But 
•30 *04 is about one-Hnrd which is ihe minimum for the whole province. \ 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Even taking one- 
third as Government minimum, is that, under the present educational 
advancement of the Muhammadans, considered to he a fair propor- 
tion? 

Tha Hon’hla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That was the policy laid 
down in 1925 which at present holds the field. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it not a fact 
that Mine time back the Hon’ble Member replied in answer to a ques- 
tion that the matter was under consideration and he was in consulta- 
tion with hie hon’ble colleagues? 

Tha HanDli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I tan assure my hon’ble 
friend that the noting on this question as to how many Muhammadan# 
and how mahy^ depressed class members should be employed in the 
various departments is endless. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON : Is it a fact that 04 in 30 04 has no 
qualification at all ? (Laughter. ) 

Tha Mtn’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must «uk for notice. 
(Renewed laughter.) 
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Mtlfivi HA88AN All : Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether the Government intends to fix a percentage with regard to 
promotions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R« PRENTICE: No; Government policy 
is that promotions should go by merit and not by caste or creed. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN; Is the Hon’ble 
Member in a position to state whether the rules of 1924 are going to 
be altered? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already noted that 
when we have time we shall take up the consideration of the revision 
of thele orders. 

Mr. NARiNDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether promotions are made by merit in the case of 

Muhammadan? ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W, D. R. PRENTICE: Promotions go by merit, 
and no communal qualifications come in. 


Imposition of collective fines in districts of Bengal. 

•53. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Deportment he pleased to lay on the 
table u statement showing for the last five years— 

(f) n list of places where collective fines have been imposed; 

{it) the amount, of such fines; 

(iii) the amount realised in each case: 

(ir) a list of villages where punitive police have been stationed; 
(r) the amount imposed as punitive tax; 

(i*t) the amount realised; and 

(rn) whether the fines and the taxes have been imposed on any 
community other than the Hindus? 

The Hoft’ble Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE l (t), fi7) and (m) A state- 2 

ment is laid on the table. 

(iv) to (tfii) If the reference is to additional police auctioned 
under section 15 of the Policy Act of 1861, a detailed reply is too 
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lengthy to give. In the last five years additional police have been 
posted in 13 areas in five districts — Chittagong, Dacca, 24-Parganaa, 
Banknra and Midnapore — 9 of these areas Wing in Midnapore. The 
total amount assessed was about Its, 5,31,972, the total amount realised 
is not known. The exemptions have varied from case to case and 
have extended at times to Hindus as well as to members of other 
communities. 

Statement referred to in the reply to Marred question No. 53 («), (it) and (m), 
showing particulars of the cases of collective fines imposed in districts of 
• Bengal under the Emergency Potvers Ordinance and Special Powers 
Ordinance , 1932. 


Serial 

No. 

District. 

Number of village. Amount 

imposed. 

Amftunt 

realised. 



Ra. 

Bs. a. 

1 

Chittagong 

. No. 7 1 Dhalghat and No. 72 f>,000 - 

Uttar Samuria. 

14,880 8 

2 

Ditto 

. Chittagong Municipality, 80,000 

00,200 0 


Pahartali railway colony 
and the villages of Patya, 

An warn. Kanungopara, 
Snroatali, Sakpurn, Kat- 
tali and Gomdandi. 

3 Midnapore .. Kulberia, Kimulia, Bartan, 1,720 
* Katgeehia, Bar Bhag- 

wanpiir, Hampur, Totan- 
ala, Ihvarikapur, Pas- 
chim, Tanguria, Bibhi- 
saypur, Jali Gopinath- 
pur, .Tali BUhnunur, 

Purba Masuria, Paschirn 
Masuria, Maisali, Ra*- 
iknagar, Pachahari in 
Bhagwanpur p,*s. and 
Baruipur, Fatehpur in 
Potasnpur p.-s. 

Ditto . . Chaknan, Nar Daulatpur, 2, OCX) 

Dalbar, Attatar in Union 
No. I, Babuia, Deh 
Kasim pore in Union No. 

' II, Makrajpur in Union 
No. III arid Nandapur in 
' Union No. IV in Nandi- 

gram p.-s. 

0 Ditto .« Chak Simulia, Mahisgote, 1,000 

Rajarampore and Bar 
Boinchberia in Mahisadal 
p.-s. 


1,720 0 


1,359 8 


220 9 
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.Serial 

.No. 

District. 

Number of village. 

Amount 

imposed. 

Re. 

Amount. 

realised. 

Rs. a. 

0 

Midnapore * . 

Hijalberia in Temluk p.-s. 

350 

330 0 

7 

Ditto 

Dundipore in Sutahata p.-s. 

300 

285 8 

.8 

Ifitto 

Etarpur Lachhanpur, 

Potapukh uria- Ananta- 
routparh, Samudrapur, 
Jamalpur, Dadpur and 
Bhandubasan in Contai 

1,000 

Not yet 
realised. 

•0 

Ditto 

p.-s. 

Gopalpur, Sherpur, Tatka- 
pur, Ramchandrapur, 

Badalpur in Ramnagar 

D,-8. 

530 

Ditto. 

ao 

24-Parganas . . 

r* * 

Krishnapore, Chandiberia, 
Mahisgot, Mahisbathan, 
Thakurdari in Rajarhat 

1,000 

1,000 0 


p.-s. 


Special motion under section 78A. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: On a point of order, Sir. 
The resolution, 1 submit, is entirely out of order and rannot be dis- 
cussed in this Council. If you permit me, I will state my reasons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Instead of pronouncing* your verdict on it, let 
me know what your point of order is. * 

Mf. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I say that it cannot be 
discussed under the rules of the Council for this reason — ¥ , 

Mr. PRESIDENTS What is the rule that you are relying on? 

Mn MUKUNDA DENARY MULLICK: Th? motion has been 
tabled as a special motion under section 78A of the Rules and Standing 
Orders. Clause 1 of section 78A lays down that no discussion of any 
matter of general public interest should take place other than on a 
resolution moved in accordance with the rules, except with the consent 
of the President and of the Member of Government to whose department 
motion relates. The motion, as tabled, is not a matter of general 
public interest at all, as it concerns only the Hindus and not any other 
paction of the public. The pact was arrived aHn the month of Septem- 
ber last and there was one session of the Council already in 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid you are delivering a speech. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: I am referring to the point, 
whether the qpnsent of the President or the Member of Government 
has been taken. I do not know who the particular Member of Govern- 
ment in this case is, but before the President and the Member can give 
their consent to a special motion, the motion must satisfy the ordinary 
provisions r Anting to resolutions us contained in section 71 of the 
Rules and Standing Orders. 

* The Hott’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: May I save the time of 
the’ Council by stating that I am the unfortunate Member of Government 
whose consent has been taken Y 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That section provides 
that the Government may disallow any resolution on the ground that it 
cannot he moved without detriment to the public interest or on the 
ground that it relates to a matter which is not primarily the concern 
of tb** Local Government, and when it is so done, ihe resolution shall 
not Ih» tabled and placed on the list of business. Now, what I maintain 
is that the subjects indicated in the resolution are not only of no concern 
to the Ixieal Government, hut are not even of any concern to the Bengal 
Legislative Council; it is thp concern of the Home Government 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 cannot allow you to proceed in this fashion. 
You are •perhaps now suggesting that His hxeellency the Governor 
should have disallowed it. You cannot do so by raising a point of order 
in this House. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I say that under section 
71, any resolution must satisfy the provisions of section 71. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I may tell you at once that this 
motion 'is of public interest, and the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice, the Member 
in charge of the department concerned, has given his consent as re- 
quired by our rules. The motion is in order a hd Mr. Bannerjee will 
move it just now. 

Mr. tHANTt 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of Order, Sir, 
I seek a ruling from you on the point whether in view of the notice 
of a resolution that has been already admitted by you, a similar motion 
can be brought before the House before the other motion has already 
been disposed of. I gave notice of a resolution for reconsideration^ 
the communal award. That resolution has not been disposed of as yet. 
Now I want your ruling whether Mr. J L. Bannerjee is entitled to movf, 
a resolution on the same subject. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite understand what you mean, but the 
days allotted for resolutions are over and the resolution you refer to was 
not taken up or dealt with by this House. It was open to Mr. Bannerjee 
to bring forward this motion as a special motion under section 78A. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I want your ruling on 
the point whether that disability runs throughout the session, or only 
during the period allotted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. If that resolution had com© 
before the House and some decision taken with regard to that, the case 
would have been altogether different. But, the resolution was not 
reached. The House had no opportunity to judge it on its merits, and 
no decision was taken at all. 

Bsbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that this 
Council urges the Government to bring it to the notice of the Prime 
Minister that, in the opinion of the Council, the Poona Pact (relating 
to the representation of the depressed classes in the provincial legisla- 
tures) is inapplicable in the peculiar circumstances of Bengal, that it 
is injurious to t he interests of the Hindu community of this province 
and subversive of their solidarity; that it does not fulfil the conditions 
for a substituted agreement laid down in paragraph 4 of the Prime 
Minister’s Award; and that, therefore, the Prime Minister should be 
pleased to revise mid withdraw his acceptance of t he same so far as this 
province is concerned. 

In doing so, I hope the House will bear with me while 1 give a short 
historical review of the facts, circumstances and conditions which led 
to the conclusion of the Poona Pact. Logically, I should begin with the 
Prime Minister’s Award. But in order to. complete the narrative and 
avoid the risk of a possible confusion, I shall begin a little way further 
back. j 

Sir, on the 1st of I)cceml>er, 1931, the Prime Minister, in his final 
address to $he Second ltound Table Conference, said that if the different 
communities of India failed to arrive at an agreement among them- 
selves, the mere fact of such failure would not be allowed to stand 
in the way of their political advancement, and His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment would try, themselves, to arrive at a settlement satisfactory to 
the patties , concerned — I am not quoting the language, I am giving 
oply Ihe substance, but I can assure hon’ble members that they will 
find the substance to be quite correct. Subsequently, on March, 1932, 
the Prime Minister Was informed by the Government of India that 
continued failure on the part of the Indian communities to arrive at a 
settlement among themselves was blocking further progress with the 
constitutional scheme; and the decision to give an award on the ©oin- 
munal question was thus in a manner forced upon the Government at 
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Home. And here I must observe, in bare justice to the British Govern- 
ment, that the responsibility of giving a decision the communal 
question was undertaken by them with genuine, bona fide reluctance. 
They had no desire to meddle in the matter, and it was only our re- 
peated and persistent failure which compelled them to do so. 


The Prime Minister's Award was published on the 17th of August. 
At first it jvas expected that the Award would refer only to out- 
standing points of difference between the Hindus and the Muham- 
madans. But in point of fact, the Award went much further beyond. 
For the first time in the history of British Indian legislation, certain 
sections of the Hindu community were segregated under the name 
of the depressed classes and treated as a separate factor for the pur- 
pose of political representation. Sir, I should ask my friends to 
hear in mind that, just at present, I am passing no judgment, I am 
making only a statement of fucts. So far as Bengal was concerned, th^ 
arrangements made for the representation of the depressed classes on the 
provincial legislature were to the following effect: They were per- 
mitted to vote in the general constituencies together with the other 
Hindus. But it was felt that, considering their educational and eco- 
nomic backwardness, they might not find an udequate number of spokes- 
men if allowed to come in through the general constituencies alone. A 
certain numl>er o^ additional seats had, therefore, to be provided for 
them Except in Madras, these additional seats were not to cover the 
whole area of a province; they were to he confined to certain localised 
areas only, and, in Bengal, their number was not to exceed ten. It was 
provided Vlso that the whole arrangement was to he temporary; it might 
he terminated by arrangement among the parties after ten years; and 
it was to terminate in any case after 20 yeurs. 


On August 18 — the vert day after the publication of the Award — 
Mahatma Gandhi addressed u letter to the Prime Minister in which, 
repeating n resolve he had previously communicated to the Secretary 
of State, he announced that he would resist the Prime Minister’s deci- 
sion with his life; and that, in his case, this “resistance with life” 
would take the form of “fasting unto death”. His argument was that 
the Prime Minister’s decision to provide “separate electorates” for the 
depressed clusses would have the effect of “disrupting and vivisecting” 
Hinduism, and that, therefore, quite apart from the political conse- 
quences of the matter, it was a point of religion with him to resist such 
decision with his life. The Prime Minister’s reply, dated the I2th of 
September, is a document of first rate and capital political importance. 
In this he pointed out~*very patiently, and I submit, very justly-— that 
there was ho question of splitting up Hinduism in his scheme^ that, 
under his Award, the depressed classes were permitted to vote in the 
gqa«ral constituenciqa side by side with the other Hindus; that it was 
only to give them a certain number of spokesmen of their very own 
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that some additional seats had been provided for then!; and that the 
only effe<# of p^pviding such additional seats would be to give them a-. 
doubWvote. 

But Mahatma Gandhi was still ribt satisfied. In his rejoinder, dated 
the 13th of September, he said that he sensed “the injection of poison” 
'in the mere fact of separate voting, and that the “statutory recognition*' 
of separate voting, in however qualified a form, was repugm|nt to him; 
The words used were most significant and I should ask the notfse to take 
note of the same. It was the mere fact of separate voting tha£ was sq 
objectionable to Mahatma Gandhi; for, if the depressed classes were 
once allowed to vote separately, they would think that they were apart 
and aloof from the general bulk of the Hindu community and this 
would inevitably lead to the disintegration of Hindu society. * 

The threatened fast commenced on the 20th of September. Naturally 
^there was very great excitement in the country and a very general and 
deep-felt desire to save a life so valuable for India and humanity. 
Leaders of various sections of the Hindu community hastened to meet 
at Yerwada; and there, under the compelling shadow of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s continuing fast and inspired by the eager desire to save his 
life, a Pact was evolved, the main features of which — so far as Bengal 
was concerned — may be thus summarised — 

“As in the Prime Minister’s Award, the depressed rilasses were allow- 
ed to vote jointly with the other Hindus through the general consti- 
tuencies. 

As in the Prime Minister’s Award, the depressed classes £ere given 
certain additional seats as well. Only, while, under the Prime 
Minister’s scheme, the additional seats were not to exceed ten , in the 
Poona Pact, they were fixed at 30. For these 30 scats, the depressed 
classes, voting separately in their electoral colleges, would select 120 
candidates — four for each seat; and then the choice of the actual 
members from axpong these 120 candidates would be by joint voting. " f 

Also, while, under the Prime Minister’s scheme, the additional 
seats were to be confined to certain localised areas, under the Poona 
Pact they were to cover the whole area of the province,’’ 

There are two further points to be noted about the Pact. It received 
the countenance, sanction and benediction of Mahatma Gandhi. But 
he waft not a signatory to the same, and, in that way, not directly a 
party to the same. AW the Pact was signed t)v various members of 
the Hindu community— eminent and not-so-eminent, but it was not 
signed by a single representative Hindu from Bengal. None was 
present from Bengal — I forget— Rabindranath Tagore was there — 
hut apparently he was not consulted or did not consent — and, in any 
case, the document was signed by none from Bengal. 
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Tift* Pact was concluded on the 24th of September, and thence- 
forward things moved with lightning rapidity. It pras telegraphed 
to the $rime Minister on that very day ; the Prime Minister’s hlepnphio 
acceptance was received the very next day ; and on the day after-— the 
26th of September— Mr. Haig made an announcement on the subject ia 
the Legislative Assembly, then in session at Simla. The substance of % 
Mr. Haig.’i statement was to the following effect, m., that the leaders 
of the defpreslbd classes and of other sections of the Hindu community 
haring arrived at an agreement, His Majesty’s Government would* 
recommend the adoption of the relevant parts of the agreement to 
Parliament according to the procedure laid down in paragraph 4 of the 
Prime Minister's Award. 

This then is the present position of affairs. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will recommend the adoption by Parliament of the relevant? parts* 
of the Poona Pact — and they say that they will do so according to the 
procedure laid down in paragraph 4 of the Prime Minister's Award** 
And it is precisely here, upon this specific statement of facts, that I 
join issue with His Majesty’s Government. Can it be contended with 
the lpast show of reason that the Poona Pact fulfills the conditions for at 
substituted agreement laid down in thp Prime Minister’s Award? And 
if it does not — as I shall not have the least difficulty in showing that it 
does not — was there any justification for the Government’s acceptance 
of the Pact in so far as it related to Bengal P 

Sir, in paragraph 4 of the Prime Minister’s Award certain conditions 
— certain precise and specific conditions — ure laid down, which must be 
strictly fulfilled ere any modification of the Award could ever be con- 
sidered by His Majesty’s Government. A part of this paragraph runs 
to the following effect : — 

“His Majesty’s Govern Aent w'ish it to be distinctly understood 

that they themselves will not be prepared to give consideration 

be any representation aimed at securing modification of it which is not 
supported by ail the parties affected. 

Therefore, no modification of the Award was to be considered unless it 
was supported by all the parties affected. Now. it must be remembered 
that the Award was limited in its scope. It did not touch the question 
of the Federal Central legislature: it was expressly concerned with 
the distribution of seats in the provincial legislatures. And it must be 
Admitted that the distribution of seats in a provincial legislature is a 
provincial matter, to be decided, solely and entirely, by the people 
themselves of that province : it cannot be decided by an indefinite body * 
M men comprehended in the vague, general description of “leaders of 
the Hindu community.”* The question of depressed class representation 
in the Bengal Legislative . Council of the future must primarily be 
itwd by the Hindu* of Bengal— whether belonging to the higher 
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castes or to the ^o-called depressed classes : and the Hindus of the other 
province* are out of court in such a matter. This is but common 
sense fan^ it is a curious commentary upon the binding and authorita- 
tive character of the Poona Pact that, among its representatives, there 
is not a single representative from Bengal. I have said that the Pact 
« is signed by various members of the Hindu community— eminent and 
not-so-eminent. A sample will suffice. I find that, among others, the 
Pact was signed by Mr. A. V. Thakkar, Mr. Kaprolkar Rajbhoj, 
Mr. Baloo and Mr. Pillai. No doubt, very eminent and distinguished 
persons all — and I am only unhappy that they are unknown to me. It 
will be said that that is because I am myself unknown. But there are 
so many eminent persons by whom I am surrounded ! And I put. it to 
all of them whether these distinguished signatories of the Poona Tact 
are known to any by uame, title or designation. In any case, I decline 
to have my birth-right signed away by Messrs. Thakkar, Rajbhoj, 
* Baloo, Pillai and Company. (A voice: What were you doing when 
the Pact was signed?) Sir, I have no patience with the argument that 
the Poona Pact must be held as sacrosanct and binding upon us because 
we were absent when it was concluded. In the first place, we were 
not present because we were not asked to be present; in the second 
place, though the negotiations went on for several days, nobody cared 
to consult the opinion of Bengal; in the third place, is it u trumpery 
civil suit that judgment should go against us by default? And, lastly, 
even if there is judgment by default, whoever heard of an agreement 
by default — an agreement concluded when one party was absent? 

Sir, in my resolution, I wanted to make three points — that the Pact 
is inapplicable, that it is injurious, and that it does not fulfil the 
conditions of an agreed settlement. I have dealt with the last point 
already; and I shall now pass on to deal with the question of inapplica- 
bility. And here I raise the broad issue at once — Is there any depressed 
class problem in Bengal in any real sense of the term? Or, going still 
further, are there any sections of the Hindu community in Bengalwho 
can be described as the depressed classes? Let me clear away at the 
outset u certain umount of confusion which always enters into a discus- 
sion of the problem. It would be idle to confound the depressed classes 
with the backward classes. There are large sections of people in onr 
country which are terribly backward educationally as well as econo- 
mically : but we meet them everywhere, among the Brahmins as among 
the Namasudm. Also, the mere fact that certain castes suffer from 
„ certain social disabilities as compared with others is not sufficient to 
mark them out as depressed classes. Such social inequalities are part 
and parcel of the Hindu social system, and they do not connote any 
political or civil disability. The only question to be asked is thifr*~ 
“Are there any body of men in Bengal who are penalised as regards 
nnlitieal and civic riuhts and nrivilevee bv reason of their bekAnin* 
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PWf Th»» «• * uoh poUtic^ and civil disabilitfts in ritar past* 
of jiM-ria Madras, in the United Provinces, perhaps elaedfcetg. Bn* 
k Bengal, can it be honestly maintained that there is any caste or okas 
the members of which are debarred from the use of public wells, public 
roads or public educational institutions P On the other hand, is it najt 
a fact that, in the matter of educational facilities and Government 4 
appointment* the depressed classes are in the position of privileged** 
classes, and concessions are granted to them which are denied to the 
other classes ? I do not grudge these concessions; but, in the light of 
these facts, what becomes of the cry about the depressed classes? 

•And even from the point of social disabilities, are there any depressed 
daises in Bengal? And if so, what is their strength? Sir, the question 
has a long history behind it. It was discussed for the first time*in the 
Imperial Legislative Council as it then was in 1916; and it was then 
suggested on behalf of the Government that the depressed class— * 
should be held to indude criminal tribes, aboriginals aud the untouch- 
ables. This was the opinion expressed also in 1917 by Sir Henry 
Sharpe, then Educational Commissioner with the Government of Indk. 
In 1919, the Southboruugh Franchise Committee took untouchability 
as the criterion of the depressed classes ; and the Lothian Committee, 
in adopting the same criterion, has amplified the meaning of untouoh- 
ability. According to them, there are three testa of untouchability — 
debarment from temple-entrv, causing pollution by approach, and 
causing pollution by touch. So fur as the first is concerned, in the 
great public temples of Bengal — the question of private temples stands 
on a very different footing altogether — in the great public temples such 
as the temples at Kalighat, Tarakeswar and Chandranath, the qu— tion 
of caste is never taken into consideration in giving entry to worshippers. 
As regards pollution by approach, the thing is unknown in Bengal: 
and even as regards pollution by touch, it is only a very few sub- 
east— that suffer from this disability. These are the Jtehtars, Dorns, 
JEtops, Dosadhs, Muchis, Chamars and Bhuimalis. Their number all 
told do— not exceed one million : in other words, their proportion to the 
total Hindu community of the province is not 30 to 80 as the Poona 
Pact gif— it but less than 4 to 80. 


Sir, k this connection, I cannot help remarking that a very gr—t 
mistake - made when people speak of the depreseed c l asses — if tbjiyr 
were a solid, compact, entire and h o m o geneous body, set in opposite 
# another solid, compact and entire body known as the caste Hindoo, 
k m> snob clean-cut division in the Hindu c om m m rj ty. f|p * 
^duBt—ead rlastrt number 86 sub-cast— atn/> " w them— hum: In— a una 
m wm‘fo*§[4 «•*»•» or «Amwq Wvmo tb«a; apd ^ fifippt 
. another by Farrises of s pec ial and riHtitlpt If 
$0gV&* •* fn» the auto Bttp. 
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stalwart representatives of the Namasudra community in this Council, 
and utalwart and distinguished representatives of the R&jbangshis as 
well, And I ask my friend Rai Sahib Panchanan Barma — would he 
interdine with a Namasudra? Or, forgetful of the burden of three- 
score, would he inter-marry with a Namasudra? (Laughter.) Such 
being the case, how is a Namasudra or a Bajbangshi better qualified to 
speak, say, for a Pod or a Bagdi than a Brahman or Kayastha would 
beP And yet the Namasudras and Rajbangshis are concentrated in 
such masses in certain areas of Bengal that the bulk of the 30 seats 
ear-marked for the depressed classes are sure to be captured by them: 
and I submit that this would be much less than just to the other 
members of the depressed classes. 

Sir, I have been contending that there is no depressed class problem 
in Bdhgal: and in this opinion I am fortified by no less eminent an 
authority than the Superintendent of Census Operation for Bengal for 
1931. It is remarkable that the first part of Mr. Porter’s report 
containing this expression of opinion has been held back from publica- 
tion at the special request of the Government of Bengal ; and I suggest 
that it has been so held back to give time while fresh depressed classes 
are manufactured in the laboratory of Mr. Prentice. (Laughter.) 

Sir, I pass on to my last point — the injury to the Hindu community 
of Bengal. And here, I take my stand on the point enunciated by 
Mahatma Gandhi himself. Mahatma Gandhi’s objection to the Prime 
Minister’s Award was that he sensed “the injection of poison” in the 
very fact of separate voting. Why, Sir, if that is so, is not the case 
made tenfold worse under Mahatma Gandhi’s owm scheme? If there 
was the virus of separate voting in the Premier's Award, there is the 
same virus of separate voting in the Poona Pact also. It does not 
matter whether you call it voting through electorate or electoral 
colleges — the change of name does not mean a change of the thing — 
the fact remains that the depressed classes vote separately — in however 
modified or qualified a form — to quote Mahatma Gandhi's own formula ; 
and if the mere fact of separate voting is calculated to lead to a dis- 
ruption or vivisection of Hinduism — again, my authority is Mahatma 
Gandhi — the danger is as prominent in the Poona Pact as in the 
Premier’s Award. Nay, it is far greater, far deeper and far more 
prominent. In the Prime Minister’s Award, the evil was confined to 
10 seats, in the Poona Pact it is extended to 30. In the Prime 
Minister’s Award, the evil was confined to a few restricted areas as an 
exceptional measure ; under the Poona Pact, the whole fair face of the 
province is plastered with the poison. And to me, the cruellest 
tragedy of the situation— far worse, far more painful than any Award 
or Pact could be, — is that the first and chief martyr or nationalism in 
the country should himself be the instrument of subverting the eauae 
of national solidarity in Bengal. 
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Say u is repeated over and over again that we are too late. 
Technically, we are not too late. It is Parliament, and not even His 
Majesty's Government, which is the final arbiter in this matter: and 
before Parliament the case has still to come. But technicalities apart, 
morally, our case is overwhelming in its strength. To friends, to 
opponents, to neutrals — to all 1 shull say — it is never too late to right 
a wrong, never too late to redress a grievance, never too late to mend a 
cruel, gross gnd flagrant piece of injustice. 

With these words, I commend my resolution to the acceptance of 
the House. 

•BabU AMULYADHAN RAY: Mr. President, Sir, I do not know 
whait has prompted Mr. Banuerjee to bring this motion: whether 
nationalism, coinraunalism or the interest of a certain class of people, 
that is passing through the mind of the hon’ble mover. No one could 
conceive that the “dear” Poona Pact of Mohatina Gandhi born in the 
prison cell at Yeravada will receive a death blow in this House, of 
Liberty in Bengal. The remedy of Mr. Bannerjee is not by carrying 
the motion in this House but by coming to an agreement with the 
depressed classes. However, Sir, the depressed classes of India much 
less of Bengal were not at all responsible for the Poona Pact. It is 
your own creation .thrust upon them which they have accepted not by 
choice but by necessity True it is that the depressed classes of Bengal 
were dissatisfied with Mr. Macdonald’s Award for injustice done to 
them with regard to the number of seats allocated to them in the future 
Bengal Legislature; but for creation of separate electorates and 
recognising them as a community they regarded it as a Magna Charta 
of the depressed classes unprecedented and unparalleled in the constitu- 
tional history of India and when Mahatma Gandhi chose his extreme 
course of penance, not for •independence of India like MacSwiney of 
Ireland nor for removal of untouchahility hut on account of creation of 
separate electorate for the depressed classes hitherto deprived of the 
political rights of a country of their own and when the precious life 
of the great Indian was on one side and the political right or political 
death of millions of people on the other were hangiug in the balance, 
we ordinary men with ordinary common sense were unable to appreciate 
the greatness of that great man. Those who want to have the Pact 
cancelled now were then holding bogus meetings in the name of the 
depressed classes with a few paid scavengers of a municipality or some 
subservients of corporation as audience and a few papers created 
leaders as speakers with a view to enter into some sort of agreement. 

By false propaganda carried on in the columns of irresponsible 
newspapers you turned our mother India into the position of a step- 
mother and created such an atmosphere that in case we would have 
•aid that if Hinduism could have survived if India could have outlived, 
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notwithstanding her thousand and one watertight compartments of 
caste and sub-castes, Hinduism would not be buried under the soil and 
bid a good-bye once for all by 20 years’ separate electorate in a very 
limited form. That is how you got your Poona Pact which 
Mr. Baunerjee in now going to cancel. 

‘‘In the establishment of separate electorate for the depressed classes 
I sense the injection of poison that is calculated to destroy Hinduism” 
were the words of Mahatma Gandhi while criticising the communal 
award in his letter to Mr. Macdonald of 9th September, 1932. Now, 
according to Mr. Jitendralal Banner jee, “the Poona Pact is injurious 
to the interest of the Hindu community and subversive of their 
solidarity.” We heard the other day that Mr. Macdonald’s Award 
would disrupt the Hindu society and we are to hear to-day that the 
Poong Pact will destroy the same. Mr. Baunerjee will take from me 
that we do understand all this Brahraanical fraud. 

Neither Communal Decision was nor the Poona Pact is against the 
interest of the Hindu community or subversive of their solidarity. It 
might be against the sectarian interest of those three castes, Brahmins, 
Baidyas and Kayasthas, who have in the name of the Hindus mono- 
polised the political power and the public services in every branch of 
the administration, superior or subordinate. Hindu Mahasabha of the 
so-called caste Hindus, the sister organisation of the Congress, the 
Congress itself and its former worshipper Mr. J. L. Baunerjee have 
in season and out of season said that joint electorate is the foundation 
of Indian nationalism and advocates of separate electorate are enemies 
of freedom. The Poona Pact is based on the system df'that joint 
electorate. The Poona Agreement has provided that election of 
depressed class candidates to the legislature shall be by joint electorate 
subject to the system of primary election with reservation of seats for 
the depressed classes. Sir, if time allows ' I shall show that the Poona 
Pact is wholly and solely based on joint electorate and the primary 
election is absolutely trash and meaningless. 

Sir, it has been said that the Poona Agreement relating to the 
representation of the depressed classes in the provincial legislatures is 
inapplicable in the peculiar circumstances of Bengal. I could not 
follow what that peculiar circumstances were till I heard Mr. Bannerjee. 
Mr. Bannerjee has said that there is no uutouchability in Bengal. I 
do not understand how a class of people can think one way, say another 
and do a third. Shame indeed to create anti-untouchabOity league in 
Bengal, to start temple entry tatyagraha at Munshiganj and Kapilmuni, 
to establish separate Hindu hostels and boardings maintained at the 
cost of public revenue for the caste Hindus and the depressed classes, 
to keep the Government Hindu High English School at Calcutta open 
for the boys of the high caste Hindus and to allow them only to the 
dining hall of Lewis Jubilee Sanatorium at Darjeeling on the one hand 
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and to say in mouth that there is no untouchability in Bengal. Theee 
are indeed the peculiar characteristic of the people here. The untouch- 
ability in Bengal may not be so acute or so inhuman ns in the south, 
but it is so wide in Bengal as it cannot be found anywhere in India 
except the United Provinces. 

The population of the depressed classes of Bengal is greater than the 
population oh the depressed classes of any other province except the 
United Provinces. The so-called caste Hindus of Bengal in order to 
retain their political power and privilege, their monopoly of State 
patronage and hold upon the depressed classes, are trying to minimise 
the.number of the depressed classes as much as possible and are making 
shop that there is no untouchability and no disability in Bengal. 

1 will just read out a letter from a person not belonging to caste 
but to the privileged class to which Mr. Bannerjee lielongs, which 
speaks for itself : 

(Here the member read out a Bengali written post-card.) 

“ ^rttertw ?fwi *t n u* wvsti ct? 1 a 

Best fit Witur* frit* w f* ui 1 ** wfapi cwm* faijw* 
firw »> w* w»i m ► 1 mm nfrvs'z w ft!, aitifwi wr 

far® fa i 

fW<5— 

ft*| 1 
11-233.” 

The fcfllowing is a translation of the above: — 

“In Bengal untouchability is less intense than in the southern parts 
of India. But it is so extensive that the wrong (done to the untouchables) 
cannot be undone bv the offy of a larger number of seats (in Council), 
In one district alone — in Faridpnr — there are 92 untouchables to 8 casta 
Hindus. This state of things must change. Besides, we ought to ©#er 
more (to the untouchables) by way of expiation. 

In all humility — 

(Sd. ) Satish Chandra Das (lupta. 

11-243.” 

Mr. J. L. Bannerjee's another criticism is that the Poona Pact is 
inapplicable in Bengal so far as it relates to tbe representation of the 
d e pressed classes in the provincial legislatures. The lame principle 
of joint electorate with reservation of seats by the method of primary 
election has been provided in the Poona Agreement for election of 
depressed class candidates of Bengal to both provincial and central 
legislatures. But Mr. Bannerjee does not raise any objection with 
regard to the latter. The reason is that in the central legislature tbe 
depressed classes’ share of 18 per cent, of the seats allocated to the 
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general electorate for British India in the said legislature is too 
insignificant a matter to receive criticism or opposition. Mr. Bannerjee 
has said that the problem of the depressed classes is a social one. 
Politically the so-called upper classes have got adverse Interest to that 
of the depressed classes and these very gentlemen are opposed to their 
education and, in fact, all their interests. The passing of the Bengal 
Tenancy Amendment Act, 1928, and opposition to the passing of the 
Bengal Primary Education Act are instances on this point. Generally 
the depressed class men are the agricultural people of the land and 
engaged in service and in offensive pursuits and the upper classes are 
the mahujiiHt, tenure-holders, service-holders, zamindar x and their 
followers. During the last 12 years in Bengal, since the introduction 
of the Montngu-Chelmsford reforms up to the present moment the caste 
Hindus have not voted in favour of an> genuine depressed class candi- 
dates except the puppets and tools at their hands. Sir, I may tell you 
that even Rai Sahib Paiichanan Banna did not receive a single vote 
from any gentleman of Mr. Bannerjee’* group. Mr. Bannerjee is not 
very anxious for the Hindu community, but he is very anxious for the 
30 seatH. The hon’ble mover has said that a Namasudra c annot marry 
a Rajbangshi. As a Bannerjee cannot marry the daughter of a Basu, 
(Mr. Nahkndha Kim\h Bast: He lias never said t hat) so a Nama- 
sudra cannot marry the daughter of a Rajbangshi Is it known to 
Mr. Bannerjee that the interests of these classes are exactly the same? 

Mr. Bannerjee can take it from me that we are not afraid of his 
motion. The light he has kindled will continue to burn till he has 
made atonement for his crime. The Poona Agreement is an all-India 
agreement and it cannot he cancelled partly relating to the provisions 
of the provincial legislature with respect to Bengul only. The Pact 
was not entered into between Bengal and tlje depressed classes. We do 
not waut cancellation of the Pact piece-meal. Mr. Macdonald's Award, 
or the Poona Pact, whichever it might be, must stand for the whole of 
India. It is neither fair nor just to place the depressed classes of the 
province of Bengal on a footing different from that of the depressed 
classes of the rest of Indiu. Here is Mahatma Gandhi’s letter written 
in reply to a letter from the Secretary of the All-Bengal Depressed 
Classes’ Federation ; it runs thus — 

“Deer friend, 

I have your letter. 1 have read as you have read the movement in 
Bengal for the revision of the Yeravada Pact. I can assure you that 
I have found no 'reason whatsoever to revise my own attitude. You 
need not be anxious for I am convinced that that Pact cannot he revised 
without the unanimous cousent of all the parties concerned. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. K. Gandhi. 
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The depressed classes have the strongest objection to the piece-meal 
modification or cancellation of the Poona Pact with regard to Bengal 
only and we would request Mr. Macdonald not to withdraw hie 
acceptance of the Poona Pact. 


Then, Sir, Mr. J. L. Baunerjee says that the Poona Pact does not 
fulfil the conditions laid down in paragraph 4 of the Prime Minister*# 
Award whioi^runs thus — 

“His Majesty’s Government arc* most desirous to close no door to 
an agreed settlement should such happily l>e forthcoming." 


Mr. Baunerjee’s plea that Bengal was not represented in the Pooua 
negotiations is very weak. As far us 1 am aware, Mr. Birla sent 
telegrams to Sj. Ratnananda Chatterji and Dr. Uabindru Nath Tagore. 
The poet was, however, present at the time in Poona. The peitit is 
whether Bengal accepted the Poonu Pact unconditionally without any 
word of contradiction and 1 challenge Mr. Baunerjee to say whether 
any protest was made against it. I pause for an answer. Beginning 
from the cit\ of (alcutta and ull o\er villuges in Hengul meeting after 
meeting was held and even where resolutions were passed for the 
acceptance of the Poona Agreement. It was circulated to the press 
and the platform and if there had been any delay, the « aste Hindus of 
Bengal or of India. would have laid the whole blame on His Majesty’s 
Government Therefore the Prime Minister was perfectly justified in 
accepting the agreement which was arrived at with the consent of all 
the parties concerned. His Majesty’s Government should know’ that 
when the* accepted the Pact, they had presupposed that there was an 
agreed settlement. My friends should know thut by bringing this 
motion or by carrying it in this House the Pact cannot be caneelled. 
It is immaterial whether this motion is carried or not; it is altogether 
immaterial in a House where there ure so-called friends of ours and we 
are only 7. It is not this House where voting should lake place but 
outside it. Therefore the mere passing of this motion does not show 
that, Bengal does not want the Pact. I wish to say one word to 
Mr. Bannerjee. He should know that if the steel frame of the caste 
system having treated the majority of the members us cats and dogs 
and having subjected them to every (‘onceivable mark of humiliation; 
if grave injustice and inhuman oppression done by a brother to a 
brother of the same religion ; if the Brahminical fraud of preaching 
Hut miserable condition of men and their position as slaves are the 
logical sequence of their sins in past lives and that any deviation from 
that position would mean enternal perdition ; if hatred between man 
and man, despised and downtrodden in the same society and if the God 
Almighty having been kept under lock and key in public temples of 
worship for false fear of being polluted by the touch of mankind hat# 
not yet been in a position to kill Hinduism or the Hindu community, 
the Poena Pact will never break down that system, but it will make 
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the paralysed part of the Hindu society as active as possible. We do 
feel that the so-called caste Hindus are not very anxious for the Hindu 
society but as I have already said, they are more anxious for the 
political power and privilege passing out of their hands to the hands of 
the depressed classes. I conclude with a message of hope to 
Mr. Bannerjee that if the depressed classes get some political power in 
the country, they will not transport Mr. Bannerjee or the caste Hindus 
of Bengal, forgiving and forgetting all their past wrongs. 

(The Council adjourned for 25 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. •. M. BOSE: I rise to accord my cordial support to the resolu- 
tion so ably moved just now. In doing so, I shall be very brief as'the 
facts marshalled by the mover clearly show the glaring injustice done 
to the Hindus of Bengal by the so-called Poona Pact— injustice to all 
the Hindus of Bengal and not merely to the upper classes. 

At the outset, I want to make it clear that however much we can 
rightly object to the Premier's Award, it must for the present, at any 
rate, be accepted as binding und must be taken to be so for the purpose 
of this debate. 

The Poona Pact, 1 maintain, is a thousand times worse than the 
Premier’s Award and I shall briefly state my objections. 

First, the Pact is founded on the principle of perpetuating the 
separation among the Hindus and thus inevitably weakening their 
solidarity and strength. The Award on the other hand fixe<^ a rigid 
time-limit of twenty years. 

My next, ground is that it has done a grave injury to the Hindus of 
Bengal as n whole. The upper classes have been thrown to the wolves 
and their rights curtailed apparently as a punishment. The depressed 
classes have been encouraged to think themselves as distinct from the 
other Hindus. The Pact has interfered with the natural and gradual 
process of amalgamation among all classes of Hindus, interfered with 
the evolution of a feeling of unity among them. Hindus are sought to 
be broken up and divided into two water-tight compartments. 

My third objection is that the Pact has entirely overlooked the fact 
that the problem of backward classes in Bengal is hardly the same as 
that in provinces like Madras. The finding of the Lothian Committee 
entirely supports this view’. In Bengal caste restrictions have never 
been very rigid and they are being rapidly removed — thanks to our 
education and culture. I maintain that the number of really backward 
classes here requiring special protection is very small. 

We, the Hindus of Bengal, have the right to demand our place it 
the sun. We have the right to demand that Hindu culture and 
education shall not be a bar to holding seats in Council. We have it 1 
tha past worked for the uplift of, not only Bengal, but the whole el 
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India, and we justly demand representation on the basis cf our political 
importance and service. It cannot be denied that the help of the 
Hindu intelligentsia of Bengal is necessary in the working of the 
provincial autonomy. 

The authors of the one-sided Pact have, no doubt unwittingly, done 
a grave wrong to the intelligentsia of Bengal They have uninten- 
tionally joined handR with those die-hards who proclaim that because 
some in their eager desire for freedom and power have foolishly thrown 
bombs, because some have foolishly broken the law and thus sought to 
undermine the foundation of society, therefore all Hindus should be 
put down. 

Islo not grudge our brothers the 30 seats given to them. Let them 
join us and capture as many seats as they can— but let them feel that 
they are Hindus first, that they form one people with us. Let them 
realise that in their happiness, in their prosperity and in their 
contentment lies the happiness, the prosperity and the contentment 
of the whole Hindu community of Bengal. 

MtUilvi ABDU8 tAMAD: Sir, I cannot help supporting 
Mr. J. L. Bannerjee’s motion even at the risk of being misunderstood 
by my esteemed friqpd Mr. Amulyadhan ltay and others of his way of 
thinking. I support it not because I have any grudge against the 
depressed class Hindus, but because the Pact militates against the 
principles of democracy and nationalism inasmuch as it recognises 
separate r^resentation with a modified form of separate electorate. It 
is no improvement upon the Premier’s Award. Another important 
reason for opposing the Pact is that as long as the Pact remains in 
force, justification for the retention of the system of separate representa- 
tion and separate electorate for the Muslim community would remain. 
So, the Pact is not only injurious to the interests of the Hindu com- 
munity of this province and subversive of their solidarity as stated in 
the motion, it is also injurious to the interests of the Muslim com- 
munity and is equally subversive of the Hindu-Muslim solidarity. It 
does not require much intelligence to understand that without national 
unity and national solidarity the so-called coming national government 
would be reduced to a mere sham and mockery. 

There ie another aspect of the question to which I would invite the 
attention of the supporters of the Pact. The Pact gives 30 seats in a 
lump to the depressed class Hindus and there is no provision for dis- 
tributing the same among the different sub-castes of the depressed class 
m the basis of population. Turning to the list of scheduled castee, it 
will be seen that there are no less than 86 sub-castes constituting Mm 
depressed class Hindus. Some of these sub-castes, as for example, the 
Harness dr a s, the Bajbangshi* and the Surris, o cc upy a higher statue 
i* eeciety and are more advanced in point of education, wealth and 
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culture than the rest. In fact, they stand in the same position in 
relation to the others as the caste Hindus do in relation to them. 
There is no interdining or inter-marriage or cultural unity and affinity 
among the different sub-castes. To a Namasudra a Chamar or a Muchi 
or a Methar is more untouchable than he is to a caste Hindu. The 
Poona Pact does not contain any special provision for the representation 
of these sub-castes who occupy the lowest strata in the Hindu society 
and they are more than 80 in number and form a very large proportion 
of the depressed class Hindus. As the position now stands, it is as 
certain as night follows tiie day that all the 30 seats reserved for the 
depressed class Hindus would be captured by the Namasudras and a 
few others who are ut the top of their society and the rest would go 
unrepresented, if u caste Hindu cannot represent the Namasudras* and 
Bajbtfngshis oil the ground of higher social status of the former, how T 
can the Numasudras represent the interests of the sub-castes lower than 
themselves in social position and status Y Is there any evidence that 
the depressed class Hindus other than the Namasudras and a few others 
have greater faith and confidence in the latter than in the caste HindusP 
Certainly not. On the contrary, if left to themselves, they would 
always prefer a caste Hindu us their representative to u Namasudra 
or a itajhangshi. That being the ease, the Poona Pact is going to 
perpetrate a most glaring piece of injustice to the real depressed class 
Hindus by depriving them of their birth right of sending representatives 
of their own choice. 

I see, Sir, that communalism is contagious. At first only a handful 
of Muslim self-seekers demanded it and it was gladly conceded by the 
Government. Then following in the footsteps of the Muslim com- 
munalists, a handful of the so-called depressed class leaders put 
forwu rd their demand for separate electorate and they have got it. A 
time would soon come when every sub-sect in each and every community 
would demand it and is sure to get it. The Council would then be 
converted iuto a veritable pandemonium. Each member would speak 
in his own iuterest and none would care to speak in the larger interests 
of his country. A happy consummation indeed from the Bureaucratic 
standpoint ! 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Sir, the System of representa- 
tion that is going to be introduced in this country along with Hie 
constitutional reforms must have a lasting effect on the society and the 
country. The system of separate electorate introduced along with the 
Montagu-Chelmsfbrd Reforms widened the difference between the 
Hindus and Moslems of this country. The shadows of the coming 
events, I mean the signs of the coming reforms, are again casting 
gloomy prospects. When the Premier’s Award was announced, it 
threatened the whole Hindu community with disruption as a result at 
the depressed classes being offered separate electorate. Bo Mahatma 
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Gandhi* undertook his epic fast aud took a definite aud daring stand 
against the award. He gained his point and the most objectionable 
feature of the award which threatened the Hindu society was modified. 
But the trouble did not end there and some new complications came in. 
The Poona Pact was made, but it was made under very peculiar 
atmosphere. The Hindus, both caste and depressed, were more anxious 
to save the li^p of the greatest living man of the world and they were 
not in a mood to calculate the loss or gain. The agreement was signed* 
the life of the Mahatma was saved, but it did not save the situation. 
The Pact did not satisfy all. Bengal in particular is groaning under 
its iniquity. While the Premier reserved 10 seats for the depressed 
classes in Bengal, by the Poona Pact it has been increased up to 80. 
It is because the Hindus of Bengal were not represented at Poona. 
Dr. Ambedkar, who piloted the ship of the depressed classes, is bever 
conversant with the peculiar circumstances of Bengal. The case of 
Bengal is surely quite different from that of other provinces. There is 
practically no depressed class problem in this province. In Bengal you 
cannot draw a line between who is depressed ami who is not. If the 
criterion of untou< liability he applied, then only such tastes as Met bars, 
Dorns and Muddafams who do actual scavenging work could bo 
legitimately included under the category of the depressed classes. The 
population of this sftiall group is very low r and it would he preposterous 
to allot the thirty Poona Pact seats to them. The Government of 
Bengal are well aware of this fact and they had to discard the criterion 
of untoucliahility. To avoid this awkward position they introduced the 
“schedules castes” and applied the test of social and political back- 
wardness to swell the number of electors who will he culled upon to 
send these 30 representatives to the new Bengal Legislative Council. 
The situation thus created is unique. If the criterion of social and 
political backwardness be accepted as the determining factor for 
inclusion in the scheduled list, theu it is only fair that the criterion 
should be uniformly followed in the case of every caste. It cannot bo 
denied that in the orthodox Hindu society, especially in rural areas, 
there are to be met with many harriers to free social intercourse between 
castes and castes. 


Sir, we know — the upper classes have the upper hand in all political 
activities — it is from the upper classes that the talents have hitherto 
been drawn for political leadership. It is true also that it is they who 
have so far supplied the more skilled and regular portion of the political 
army. So, if you apply the test of social and political backwardness a# 
the determining factor for inclusion in the depressed class list, then 
you must include all the castes except the three upper rttrttia ~ 
Brahmins. Baidyas and K avast has. According to this standard, thee# 
three castes are the only undepressed castes in Bengal and into the 
d e pr esse d elass category must fail the whole of the Hindu population 
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numbering 2,22 lakhs with the exception of 15 lakhs Kayaathaa, 14 
lakhs Brahmins and 1 lakh Baidyas. But you cannot draw the line 
there. These upper castes, true to their traditions, do not claim any 
privilege from the Government. They occupy the exalted position not 
because they have been put in any privileged position in the society but 
simply because of the fact that education has made much greater 
headway among them than among the so-called lower classes. The 
sacrifice made by them is no small. The Calcutta University bears a 
good testimony to their great contribution in money and skill. And 
there is no political significance in it. It can hardly be contended that 
political interests of the socially inferior classes have ever suffered for 
reasons of their social inferiority. The upper class Hindu is never slow 
to recognise the talents of a political leader who hails from the lower 
strata*of the society. Kristodas Pal was at the head of political life in 
Bengal for more than quarter of a century at a time when Bengal was 
more caste-ridden than at present. 

Sir, it is too much to expect that any system of electoral scheme 
would reform the Hindu society. Most of the depressed classes in 
Bengal are well aware of this fact. It is for this reason that many 
castes who have been placed in the category of the depressed classes 
without their consent and, as a matter of fact, the .communities whose 
names are in the list of scheduled castes are now most vociferous in 
protesting against the list— they are unwilling to put this inferiority 
stigma on their forehead to keep themselves alive with this artificial 
feeding for the sake of some temporary political gain. Take, for 
instance, my own comm unity — the Sahas of Bengal. They are alao 
backward — socially and politically. In the Government schedule they 
are not included as a depressed class. They resent as bitterly as the 
Namasudras against the social scaling which places them low down in 
the social ladder and shuts the door to their free social intercourse with 
the Brahmins and the Kayasthas. Politically too, they are as backward 
as any of the ('ommunities included in the list. You will find very few 
Sahas serving in Government offices or occupying any high position in 
the State. The chance of the Sahas to enter the legislature on a ticket 
other than the nationalist one is also very remote. So, if you are to 
safeguard the interests of the classes like Sahas, Subarnabanika and 
Tilis, you are to include them in the scheduled list. But the situation 
in Bengal does not call for all these castes to be included in de p resse d 
class list. 

Sir, take the case of the Namasudras again. They are to-day fairly 
advanced in education and in the learned professions and an adequate 
number of their representatives have been elected to the Legislative 
Council under the existing franchise. Ton can find a good number ef 
Namasudras in the Government offices everywhere. Of course like 
ether communities they occupy a lower position in the Hindu s ocie t y . 
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But ii Bengal where Sri Chaitanya preached hie catholic religion and 
embraced the high and low with equal fervour and warmth, where the 
Brahmins, Baidyaa and Kayasthas take the same perthed sitting in the 
same line with the Namasudras, Rajbangshis and others, there is hardly 
any justification for dividing the society into depressed and undepressed 
groups. 

Sir, above all, there is the question of administration. We are 
clamouring for a better, a more democratic form of administration. 
We want that the new Government should be a Government of the 
people and for the people. We want that the uew form of administra- 
tion should bring about peace and harmony, prosperity and contentment 
to the people. But the system of representation proposed ouly drives a 
sens# of despair into our hearts. Mere number can never run an 
administration. If the so-called depressed classes can produce* good 
administrators and sound politicians, the whole Hindu community will 
be quite glad to hund over the administration to them — the upper 
classes will gladly stand aside to make room for them. Sir. in matters 
of administration and in politics, quality is the thing that counts, and 
quantity must make room for quality. 

With these words, I wholeheartedly support the motion so ably 
moved by my esteemed friend Sj. Hannerjee. 

Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I rise to record my 
emphatic protest against the resolution as moved, the language in which 
it is couched, the words and the feelings with which it is sought to bs 
sup|»orted*and the idea which prompted an action of this sort. I can 
only express my regret at the motive, which is behind a move of this 
nature. I regret this course also because at a time when every true well- 
wisher of the country must calmly try and reach a common understanding 
for the realisation of the common goal in the greater interests of tbs 
country itself, a move like this is set on foot, which — if it has any effect 
at all — will only help in widening the already existing gulf of differences 
and misunderstandings between the raste Hindus on the one hand and the 
depressed classes on the other. 

Now, Sir, the resolution raises four different matters, namely, that 
in the opinion of the Council the Poona Pact for the representation of 
the depressed classes in the provincial legislatures is inapplicable to tbs 
peculiar circumstances of Bengal ; in the second place, it is injurious to 
the interests of the Hindus ; in the third place, it is subversive of their 
soli dari ty and in the fourth place, it does not fulfil the conditions for a 
substituted agreement as laid down in paragraph 4 of the Premier's 
decision on the communal question, and thAt, therefore, the Local 
government is urged to move the Premier to revise the same and withdraw 
Ids aceeptaaee. I am afraid my friend Babu Jitendrmlal Beanerjee has 
misand has emotional oration and has wasted a feed deal of the time 
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of f he Council over the matter. For, as used in this resolution, if ho 
had only read And clearly understood the implications of that very 
paragraph 4 of the Premier’s decision, he would never have brought for- 
ward a motion of this type in this House nor would he have asked for 
the permission or consent of the President and the Member of the Govern- 
ment to whose department it relates. That paragraph is clear enough 
that His Majesty’s Government “will not be prepared to give consideration 
to any representation aimed at securing the modification, of it which is 
not supported by all the parties affected”. 

I am afraid, Sir, I shall not have time enough to give a categorical 
reply to the various points raised in this debate. I hope, my purpose 
will lx? served if I give o general reply to the same; for there is no more 
pretension in anybody’s inind now, as we know and understand one 
another and ulso the points of view very well and I do not think that 
any detailed examination of the question is at all necessary. 

The term “Hindu” does not denote any homogeneous race. Of the 
various castes, coming under the generic term “Hindu”, there is hardly 
anything in common between one another so far as their internal affairs 
are concerned. These people are called by this generic term because 
they all profess — though in their own special wavs — Hindu religion and 
are governed hv the Hindu Laws of Succession. But even with their 
internal differences there ure certain <astes which can he grouped together 
in consideration of their enjoyment ot political and social privileges in 
common with one another. There has been this main line of distinction 
between the caste Hindus on the one side and the depressed classes of the 
Hindus on the other. The numerical strength of the former, according 
to the last census, is 9,404,708 and that of the latter is 9,490,800. 
When we find that the latter body forming the major portion of the 
Hindus in Bengal, do still feel that the Pact was rightly accepted by the 
Premier and also feel that they are bound* by the same, another section 
possessed of the mentality and feelings like our esteemed friend, the 
mover, feel that it is against their interests, how then could it be said 
that there is any solidarity amongst the Bengali Hindus or any com- 
munity of ideas, feelings or interests at all designed to be injured or 
subverted by the Pact. Our friend, lately a member of the Select 
Committee over the Public Security Bill, is very much conversant with 
all ideas of a subversive nature, but his application of the term in this 
case is very much out of place. 

Before coming to deal with the other »wo matters raised in tfafa 
resolution, it will not be improper to recall in brief as to how this Pact 
came into existence. This, as we ail know, was practically the result of 
all that had happened At the Bound Table Conference in London. So 
far as we know, representatives of various communities and interest* wen 
•elected by the Government and perhaps the Local Governments wore 
consulted in this matter of selection. The depressed classes had and do 
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have tluair implicit confidence in their representative, Dr. B. R. 
Attb eifcjr, ii. a., ph.o., n.sc., Barrister-at-Law. But whet did the other 
Hindus doP Instead of westing our time over all that had taken place, 
may I ask the question, if instead of men like tSir Provaah Chunder 
Mitter and Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, people like our friend, the mover, 
or any one either in this House or from outside had been selected, would 
that have satisfied the representative character of the Bengalee ffinduaP 
So also was at Poona. We know that there were men like Swami 
Satyananda of the Hindu Mission, Balm Haridas Maxumdar, u.\., n.n., 
of the Amrita Samaj, Balm Pramathaneth Banerjea, of 

Midnapore, Bobu S. (\ Das Gupta of the Khadi Pratisthan, besides men 
lik^Pamlit Malavyu, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr M. H. Jayakar, Mr. 
Rajagopalcharia about whose representative character and about whose 
keenness to maintain the Hindu interests, no doubt has ever been rasUup to 
date. 

Now, Sir, it is unfortunate to recall how instead of reaching u common 
understanding for the true interests of the rountry, the Indian represen- 
tatives acted at the Hound Table Conference. It will not at all be 
pleasant to discuss in detail the part played by them in London. But 
the conclusion was that they could not agree on the fundamental issue 
on the communal problem and the matter was eventually referred to the 
arbitration of the Premier. We know the turmoil that was raised after 
this award was announced in August last year. Next came the move 
for its revision bv the wonderful fast of Mr. (fandhi. Everybody knows 
that there was no invitation sent out to any one but those that felt keenly 
over the situation, then created, made it a point to attend the conference 
at Poona. Far from taking any exception to the proceedings or even 
to the conclusion then reached, the whole country signified, by various 
methods, its unequivocal assent to the same and of settling the matter at 
any cost. The settlement whfth wan then reached was even ratified by the 
Hindus all over the country including Bengal. It took some time for 
the Home Government to conn* to their final decision on the question 
and when after due consideration the Horne Government announced their 
acceptance, no objection was raised at all. We find now how various 
objections of a frivolous nature arc now being raised. May we ask how 
the country will lose if arrangements are made for a proper representation 
of a large section of the people, whose interests were neglected so far and 
who are also natives of this country and further who claim India to he 
th«ir motherland unlike those who maintain that they are Aryans and 
have come from the Arctic regions ? What is the move behind all these 
attempts ? We understand and feel where the shoe is actually pinching 
and we can only express our regret at the courses now adopted. 

How, Sir, one word about the number of seats reserved for the 
d e pr es sed classes in a joint electorate of the Hindus in general in Bengal. 
H la thirty. This was done as a result of a compromise between the 
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in Bengal was not then definitely known a! some W$jm |W||w^P |Kj* 
touted that there were no depressed classes in Bang at T|| ceams figaps 
of 1921 as also the report ot the Indian Statutory Coramissioa showed 
that the depressed classes were 11 * 5 millions iailMpl! The lama 
franchise Committee thought that it would be 7 5 millions excluding 
the Rajbangabis; but including them the number is over 9 nilliiia. 
That the problem of the depressed classes does exist in this province is . 
beyond any dispute. The argument now advanced is too late in the Aay, 
Now what was done was this ; that the proportion of tlm depressed classes 
in reference to the total population of the province^ Bengal would 
justify them to have 27 seats, while their proportion to the total Hindus 
in Bengal would justify them to have more than 40 out of 80 ginexal 
seat^ assigned to the Hindus of Beugal by the Premier’s Award. And a 
compromise was reached in this that the depressed classes should be 
satisfied with 30 seats reserved for them in a joint electorate With the 
Hindus in Bengal. 

Now I say only a word more as to why is this demand on behalf of 
the depressed classes all over the country? We have had very bitter 
experience in the past and we have felt it very keenly in these twelve 
years since the Reforms were inaugurated. We know the basis on which 
the last four elections and the bye-election were fought in Bengal. It 
is needless to recapitulate our experiences. We can only say this that 
our candidates had been practically nowhere. It is why His Excellency 
the Governor’s special power of nomination was necessary to see that the 
interests of these large bodies of people were represented. Se fat at the 
law members of ours, who are here to-day, are concerned, it is well known 
that it was possible for them to get in when the Congress withdrew and 
there was no contest. Now as to the activities of the Council, it Is 
needless again to discuss in detail as to hoW’our requests have been treated ‘ 
hf it/ Whenever any little voice was raised, it was always thwarted or 
even gagged. 

As I have indicated already, the apprehension that the interests of 
tit Hindu society will be jeopardised if this reservation were conceded 
to the depressed classes, is without foundation. This resemtkm is 
nought only for political purposes and it Hindu society em ulatin g of 
hfgarogenous elements were really united for other purposes, then a wear- ^ 
vatioa Hhe this cannot break its homogeneity. This reservation w£B 
only as a fencing round a growing plant in order to protect iteelf iiwp ■ 
Hie teeth and ekws of the gnawing animals. Just as the I 
absolutely redundant* jrhen the plant grows into a mighty 
system of reservation can he dispensed with whan the $ 

ipiltk w * footing ot oqwjlity with tUmlo »&•■< 

of tpoohil nffhti, priwlogw 

4amkiv9w')wii attained nseseat jositioiijiid .iHilmRaAhkMaaHB^i 
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Wedonot for e^momeni believe that by mere accident of birth in a 
particular 'bom^numt?, one is superior or inferior ta another. Birth in a 
favoured community provides one with a favourable Btart in life, whereas 
birth in our cc^ptMlities marks one out for a perpetual handicap. We 
have declared war against this unnatural diffensaoe. If it were possible 
for us to bring the favoured communities to ouT^vel, they would then 
have realised our difficulties and ihey would thenfjave been shamed into 
silence. As tilings are, we want to place the Bame atmosphere at the 
disposal of our children, which is now being enjoyed by the members 
of the favoured communities. We are convinced that given equal 
opportunities under equal conditions, one is good as the other. 

J%this connection I need only mention the word of hope indicated 
by the Secretary of State last year that favourable atmosphere woqjd be 
created for the development of our manhood and that we would no longer 
be left at the mercy of the caste Hindus and we have been asked to believe 
in the sincerity of His Majesty’s Government. We do believe in their 
sincerity and wait for the fulfilment of our legitimate aspirations. 

It is apparent, I say once again, that this apprehension of the oaste 
Hindus has no foundation in fact. But they are getting apprehensive , 
from another point of view. They are now getting to realise actualities 
and when theytere looking at the mirror of their past activities, they are 
finding their own images reflected thereon as to what they have done 
to their fellow countrymen since 1757, if not from before, and are only 
shudderj^ at the same with the idea that in case the depressed classes 
get a little political power, they may pay the former back in their orfn 
com. It must be admitted that the depressed classes are no parties to 
this. This sort of false idea will again have no foundation, if only them 
teast wjljgdus really change their hearts and extend their goodwill to 
these 'Maple for removing all misapprehensions for the good of the country 
at larger 

Regard being had to the present events and the feelings expressed 
hero and elsewhere and also to the strong undercurrent of want of mutual 
confidence, I think I can agree with the mover in this that the Pdsct 
should be revised but that must be on other lines of the allocation of the . 
seats in strict proportion to the numerical strength of each and that on 
the basis of separate electorates and not in joint electorate at all. ^ 

Lastly one word more about the opinion of the Council, which is sought 
fig in this motion. I do not know what attitude the Government will 
tale, for I maintain that it is not a matter for the Local Government and 
I think that they have acted unwisely ig according their aseeat tb the 
motion being discussed in this House. But I am sure, that in view of 
the language of the Premier’s decision, the Local Government will not 
nptke themselves the laughing stock before tbe Home Government. We 
4t not knot also what attitude will our European, Mo h a mm e d an , 
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Christian and Anglo-Indian friends take in this matter. But we earn 
safely leave it to their sense of justice and they wiU do ^Mit^hey think 
best. 

I am definitely of opinion that it is entirely a matter for the Home 
Government on one side and the Hindus in general on the other. The 
vote of this Council, B* at present constituted, will mean nothing. Our 
Hindu friends know this and we also know this. But before I resume 
my seat, I would only say that in a country where majority of the people 
cannot say that they have any share in the country’s legislature or in its 
administration, to talk of responsible Government cannot be characterised 
as anything else than a mere dream. ^ 

With these words, Sir, I record my emphatic protest againft the 
resolution. 

The Hort’bls Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I have no desire to 

intervene in a domestic discussion of this kind. But it is incumbent upon 
me to state the position which Government is going to take-up on this 
resolution. The last speaker has attacked me for giving my consent to 
this motion being moved. But I think it is evident to everybody in this 
Council that the members here are deeply interested in this Poona Pact 
and in the effect it may have on the future constitution of Bengal. I 
agree with a good deal of what Mr. J. L. Bannerjee has said, thqugh I 
disagree very much with some of his remarks; and I am glad to see that 
he insists that this Poona Pact must not be considered by itself but in 
relation to what went before and that he drew attention to paragraph 4 
of the Communal Decision. It is perfectly clear from paragraph 4 of 
the Communal Decision that what His Majesty’s Government was 
insisting upon was mutual agreement on a scheme that was pwotifinble/ 
There is nothing in paragraph 4 of the Cotomunal Decision whit^fwould 
justify any one in saying that His Majesty’s Government were to be 
satisfied regarding the merits of any agreed scheme that was put forward. 
The Communal Decision was issued, as Mr. Bannerjee has pointed out, 
because unfortunately the people in this country were not able to come to 
, an agreement on various points which had to be settled before any progress 
could be made with further constitutional schemes. His Majesty’s 
Government, therefore, decided to issue their decision on some of these 
points. I hope to deal later with the extraordinary statement of Mr. 
Bannerjee, which, I hope, I have misunderstood, that the distribution 
of seats for the provincial Councils should have been left to the provide. 
However, they issued the Communal Decision but they left the door open 
by saying that if the people concerned could STrive at an agreed settlement 
which was practicable, they undertook to insert it in their scheme in 
place of their original decision. So it is in terms of paragraph 4 of the 
Decision that the Poona Pact must be considered. The Poona Psft 
deals with the. problem of the depressed classes mad paragraph 9 of 
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Communal Decision dealt with that too. It stated how representatives 
should ha elated pad it also stated the number of representatives in 
each province, with one exception, and that exception was Bengal. As 
regards Bengal, it stated “in Bengal it seems possible that in some general 
constituencies a majority of the voters will belong-to the depressed classes. 
Accordingly, pending further investigation, no number has been fixed 
for the memWs to be returned from the special depressed class consti- 
tuencies in that province. It is intended to secure that the depressed 
classes should obtain not less than 10 seats in the Bengal Legislature”. 

Obviously, therefore, if the settlement had been left to Hie Majesty's 
Ofi^ermnent , the number of seats allotted to the depressed classes in 
Bengal would have been somewhere in the neighbourhood of 10. But the 
decision was taken out of their hands by the Poona Pact. NoW, Mr. 
Bannerjee has given an account of the circumstances under which the 
Poona Pact was arrived at, and he is much better acquainted with those 
circumstances than I can be, because I happened to be on leave when 
the negotiations connected with that Pact were going on. But I think 
I an^ right in saying that when the Poona Pact was under consideration, 
all Hindu feeling was unanimous in desiring that some agreement should 
be coma to. I admit that Mr. Poddar may be right when he said that 
the leaders were blind to their own interests in order to save the life of 
Mr. Gandhi, without realising the results of their action. But I do 
not think any one can deny that Hindu opinion was unanimous in desir- 
ing that an agreement should be come to. The Hindu newspapers were 
unanimous in urging it ou Government and saying that if there is an 
agreement, the Prime Minister ought to accept it. I think that is a 
correct statement of what happened before the Pact was made. Then 
when thengreement was published, there was the same chorus of approval 
and from all sides the Pri&e Minister was pressed to accept it. The 
Prime Minister acted as he promised and on behalf of His Majesty’s 
Government he accepted the agreement. I think this is a correct' state- 
ment of what went on, though I have no personal knowledge about the 
matter, because as I have already said, that I was at home at th%t time, 
When I saw the Pact, I told people at home that there would be a howl 
front Bengal. There was, however, no howl from Bengal (Mr. P. X. 
Gtjha : The Pact was accepted within 24 hours.) Whatever the time 
was, Hindu public opinion in Bengal as expressed through newspapers 
or in public urged and acclaimed the acceptance of the agreement. Mo 
cue in public opposed this agreement, whatever their private opinion 
was. * I am not saying that the situation was sasy. What I am lading 
ie that I believe I have given a correct statement of facts. „ 

As regards Mr. Bannerjee’s remarks about depressed classes, I can 
give the Council a dissertation on this question of depressed classes if 
'^ibey like, but I do not think that it will be relevant. What is reUvant 
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is tlv»t Mr. Bannerjee said that this Pact was the first legislative provision 
which recognised the depressed classes. (A voice : For all the provinces.) 
I do not know about that, but the statement is certainly not correct os 
for as Bengal is concerned. For section 72 A of the present Government 
of India Act provides for the nomination of members and it also provides 
for rules for nomination of lAembers. The rules made under that section 
proves especially for the presence of a member in the Bengal Council 
to represent the classes which, in the opinion of the ftovernor, are 
depressed classes. There was, therefore, by rules previous recognition 
of the classes which then were known to be depressed classes. Even if 
it Fat flw recognition by nomination, not election. 

■u 

I have already stated what I believe was the position when this Pact 
was aorepted by Government and substituted for the Communal Decision 
and it is these facts which have got to be taken into consideration in 
dealing with this resolution, which among other things proposes that the 
Prime Minister should be pleased to revise, and withdraw his acceptance 
of, the Pact, so far as this province is concerned. In my opinion, it was 
Mr, Amulyadhan Bay who in his speech indicated the correct line. 
The correct line is to proceed again on the lines of paragraph 4 of the 
Communal Decision and to endeavour to arrive at an agreed scheme which 
can be substituted for the Pact. In our opinion, it is entirely wrong to 
proceed on the line of asking the Prime Minister to undo what he has 
already done. The proper line to take is for the Hindus of Bengal, 
whatever class they may belong to, to get together and endeavour to 
hammer out an agreed scheme which they can submit to the Prime 
Minister for substitution in place of the existing one. Under the Com- 
munal Decision the agreed scheme may be for all-India or it may concern 
one or two provinces. There is nothing in the Communal Decision, which 
makes it impossible for the Hindus of Bengal to get together and for- 
mulate a scheme and that is the line which, we think, the Hindus of 
Bengal should taka. They should not pans a resolution asking the Prime 
Minister to take action. The action to be taken must come from tljem- 
wive*. Government cannot take the initiative, but we will do what we 
can to kelp if you desire our help. But it is for you to commence, and 
I would make an appeal to the Hindus of Bengal to consider the position. 
Tlia White Paper is coming out shortly. The Select Committee will ait 
at not too distant a future and the materials on which the Bill for the 
future Government of this country is going to be fashioned will be 
exafloftaed during the next two or three months. Cannot the Hindus of 
Bengal recognise facts before* as Mr. Bannerjee remarked, it is todJatef 
Cannot they get together and bring forward an approved scheme? 
Mutual recrimination and discussion of the attitude of one section towards 
another will not help in the matter. What we want is co-opaedtion 
between all you Hindus. It is only you Hindus who can had a solution 
Of fit* present discontent by submitting a scheme <m which you 
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agreed ind which is practicable. In the circumstances, Govern men twill 
not vote on this motion — they will leave it to the Cbuncil, 


Or. NAREEH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, 1 will not attempt 
to follow the points of the admirable forensic speech delivered by the 
mover of the resolution, nor into the arguments advanced by the Hon'b|e 
Mr. Prentice Against the position which the mover has taken, vif.,*that 
the acceptance of the Poona Pact by the Prime Minister did not comply 
with the provisions of paragraph 4 of the Communal Award. I do .net 
think any one will be convinced by the answer which has been given by 
tfcfc Hon’ble Mr. Prentice to the arguments of Mr. Haunerjee. The 
question raised by Mr. Banuerjee is not whether there was after the 
Poona Pact any protest from the people concerned, but whether the 
Poona Pact itself satisfied the conditions laid down in the Prime 
Minister’s Award ; and to that Mr. llannerjee or any other speaker has 
not been able to advance any answer. There cannot he such a thiug 
as an agreement by default. If there is an agreement, it is an agreement 
or nothing else. Therefore, Sir, so far us the position taken up by Mr. 
Ilanrterjee is concerned, I think it is unassailable, but to me the whole 
question seems to la* insignificant in importance. Whether the l'oono 
Pact complied with the condition of t he Prime Minister’s Award or 
not, whether it has been accepted by the Prime Minister or not, I con- 
sider it to be of the least importance. The question is whether it is good 
in the interests of the country at large, not of the caste Hindus only but 
of the country at large. That is the sole test that we have always applied 
to the discussion of public interests, and judged by that test the Poona 
Pact and the Communal Award and the whole lot of them are unassail- 
able. The Poona Pact is only the coping stone of the monument of folly 
that is being raised in. the uatqe of nationalism. It is dividing the country 
against itself not on any naturul lines, not on any scientific lines, not on 
the line* of division of political interests, but on lines based on facts 
which are several centuries old. Sir, it has been suggested by Mr. 
Amulyadhan Hay in answer to some of the arguments of Mr. Bengerjee 
that the Naraasudras and the other depressed classes do form a Has* in 
spite of the differences between them inasmuch as their interests are the 
nine. I am sorry that Mr. Ray did not follow out the arguments pud 
work them out in detail. Where is the community of interests? I do 
admit that there is a community of interests; but if Mr. Ray had 
analysed the community of interests, he would have found that it lpy pot 
in their belonging to any caste, not to any social advantages or disadvan- 
tages, 4mt it lay in the fact that the different classes constituted a definite 
economic class. The real division between the people which is of any 
importance for political purposes is a division into the two fundamental 
economic classes, viz., the exploiter and the exploited. If he had followed 
it ant on these lines, he would have seen that it ia not the Nsmaildra 
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or the Mehter or the Muchi who is exploited, nor is the Brahmin, the 
Baidya or the Kayastha who is always in the clan of exploiter — the real 
distinction he would have hit upon and if that were so, I should have 
expected to come forward boldly and take his stand from the community 
of the exploited end ask for the preservation of the rights of the exploited 
classes. That he is not prepared to do — not a voice has been raised in 
favour of the real exploited which include Hindus, Muhammadans, 
Brahmins, Baidyas, Christians, Namasudras and everybody else. I 
should have understood a classification of people on economic basis and 
I should have been very glad to support a great offensive on the part of 
the poor and the exploited against the real exploiters aud I should have, 
from that point of view, thought that the reservation of 30 seats wojjld 
be wholly inadequate for the purpose of giving them any protection. 
What«run 30 members in an Assembly of 250 do. v They can do nothing 
for the community if the majority is hostile. All that they can do is to 
keep their places warm and hob-nob with the high and mighty. That 
is not a thing for which representation should be given to the members 
of Council. If they really want to benefit their community, it is not 30 
seats in Council in a Council of 250, but a definite majority for the poor 
and exploited — that they should have asked for and insisted upon; but 
they are not anxious about that. Neither the Namasudras, nor the 
ttajbangshis, nor the depressed classes, nor the Muhaiqmadans are anxious 
to go on these lines; they are not really interested in their classes in whose 
name they waste their eloquence in this Council. If they were, they 
would throw the Communal Award into scraps this moment and come out 
for a different franchise altogether. I have not yet heard a J^reath in 
favour of that either in public or in private. I oppose the Poona Pact 
not on the narrow ground that it is not founded on agreement, not on 
the ground that it has divided the Hindus amongst themselves, but 
because it is part and parcel of a whole scheme which is rotten to the 
oore. 

Mftiltvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, the question before the House is one 
in which we are not directly interested ; and if I rise to address the Bagise, 
it is to a very large extent due to my sense of responsibility about express- 
ing my opinion upon it and greatly to the speech of .my friend, Dr. Sen 
Gupta. He has very eloquently put down that the real point of 
differ en ce which ought to have been raised is economic division between 
the peoples of India and he has said that the Muslims, the Namasudras, 
the ttajbangshis and the sweepers and others, all classed together, have 
never raised that point directly, but they have asked for separate elec- 
torate* and peparate representation on the ground of personal interests 
of the elected few. 

Bn MAftitH OHAMOftA BIN CURT A: Sir, I niter said that. 
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MflNtVi ABUL KAIEM: He has said “for their own advantage 
for the purpose of hobnobbing with the officials”. 


Or. NAREtH CHANDR A SEN GUPTA: Sir, on a point of personal 
explanation, may I repeat what I said ? All that**! said was that 30 aeata 
on this Council were not required for purposes like that but for represent- 
ing the interests of that community and these seats would not give any 
benefit to the fommunity. 


Mtulvi ABUL KASEM: He is right when he says that there should 
be two classes only, viz., the exploited and the exploiters. I agree with 
Kilffin that respect. I want to tell him that although the exploiters are 
not entirely confined to the caste Hindus, if truth must be told, it must 
be said that the bulk of them belong to that community, and it is bAmuse 
of this exploitation that the Muhammadans and the depressed classes 
whom he has mentioned have been moved to demand special 
representation. 

Now, Sir, it was said by Mr. Banner jee that it is never too late to 
right’ a wrong. Therefore the question of his being late in bringing 
forward this resolution does not arise. It was only yesterday that Mr. 
Bannerjee with all Jhe eloquence that he could command said that the 
Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill was published in tha 
Calcutta Gazette and if there had been any person who objected to it, ha 
ought to have come forward 


Babu JITINDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I never made any 
statement to that effect. It is absolutely unfounded and inaccurate. 

I think Mr. Kasem’s memory is playing him false. 

• 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Sir, I stand corrected. I think it was Mr. 
NTs. Basu who said that the Bill was published in the Calcutta Gatetto 
and *s there was no objection from any one, it mnst be taken that tbara 
was Bo protest. I submit, Sir, that the Poona Pact was published and 
before the Prime Minister had confirmed it — it was not confirmed till 
about a month later— it was published in every vernacular paper in 
India. It was published by all the Nationalist papers — the Forward, 
the Backward, the Bombay Chronicle, etc., and there was not a single 
word of protest against that Pact at the time. The Nationalist Prees all 
in one voice supported it. There was 'a dramatic situation created. 
Mr. Gandhi*, who is accepted as a Mahatma, went into fast and it was 
am attempt to commit suicide. To save hty life his friends npd admirers 
oame to an agreement, but that agreement was not immediately arrived 
at. The representative of the depressed cl a s s es , Dr. Ambedkar, would 
not submit hand and foot and time was some delay is amviag at as 
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agreement. Meetings were held and, as pointed ont by Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick, distinguished representatives of the Hindus met and 
decided in favour of the Pact. Therefore it is but fair that after Mr. 
Gandhi has broken his fast — he was about to lose his life — for the caste 
Hindus to come out and say that they do not abide by the Pact. Sir, 
one word more about Mr. Banner jee’s statement. He has said that the 
real object of Mr. Gandhi was to bring about a solidarity amongst the 
Hindus. 

One word more about Mr. J. L. Bannerjee’s statement. He says the 
real object of Mr. Gandhi was to bring about a-aoKdarity among the 
Hindus. I differ from him in that; my reading of the situation isjjjqt 
Mr. Gandhi really wanted to see that the Muhammadans and the depressed 
classes did not join hands, and he wanted to bring the depressed classes 
under some sort of control of the caste Hindus, and the Oi^Jy way he 
could do it, was to place them at the mercy of the Hindus. That was 
his object and that is what is sought to be done. It has been said that 
it perpetuates separate electorates. That is not so. True it is that 
by some jugglery it has been said that the Namasudras or the depressed 
classes will elect a panel of 4 or 5 men from their large number. I 
submit that under that condition the man, the least popular among the 
depressed classes, will be elected, that is, from these 4 he will have 25 
per cent, of the votes. But the caste Hindus will be able to elect a 
man who will have the support of 75 per cent, of their number. It is 
unfair to decide a question like this judging from the state of things in 
the present House consisting of Europeans, Muhammadans v depressed 
classes and others. We have heard a lot in Press and on the platform 
about nationalism, the depressed state of the country, the poor condition 
of India and the Motherland being dragged into every political contro- 
versy, but 1 submit that the real solidarity of India can be maintained 
to-morrow if the caste Hindus will only give up their conimunalism and 
narrow outlook. To have nationalism is really to bow down to the ^ill 
of Up* caste Hindus who do not recognise and caunot tolerate the existence 
of anv other people in the body politic of India. Had they been more 
tolerant, more liberal and more considerate about the interests of other 
communities, the question of separate electorates, the question of com- 
munal representation and many other questions of this character would 
have never arisen at all. If the depressed classes and other communities 
ask for separate representation, it is because they have been goaded to it by 
the treatment, the unjust and unfair treatment they have received at 
the hands of the caste Hindus. 

VUi Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: I move that the question be 
now put. 

The closure motion was put and agreed to. 
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Tie resolution of Mr, J. L. Banner jee was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : — 


AVI*. 

taaarft, Mr. B. . I 


i tf Kaatlanr. 



NOE*. 


All. IHM tH NtMlMf. 
hint, Maalvl • yai MaJM. 

Mi. Mi LaMt Kaaiar. 

Sal, MtaMMmdUWa. 
tanaa, Ral tak* Paaakaaaa.* 

Bkaatkart, Kkaa BUaOr Maalvl AUamtaawa. 
•ktaSk trl, Kkaa Sakakar Maalvl Hitnr Rakaiaa. 
ikaaikary, Maalvl Ratal Abtar. 

S kaeRka ty, Maalvl AMal Rfcaai. 

KaaafJI, Maalvl Mar Rahiaaa Kkaa. 

PaitaMah, MmSvI iiliaaH 
Hakka, Maalvl AMal. 

Naaala. Raatafc Mavkarrat, Kkaa Rakatfar. 

Kaaaai, Maalvl Akal. 


Kkaa, Kkaa 1 akaSar MaaW Maasuua AM. 
Kkaa, Maalvl TaataaMa. 

Mtarta, Kkaa Bakaiar MakaauaM AMal. 
MaMak, Mr. Makaate Sakary. 

Q aaivw , Maalvl Akal. 

Rakawa, Maalvl Atfarvr. 

Rakaaa, Mr. A. f, M. AMar. 

■ay, Baka Aaaly aSk aa. 

Bay, Baba RafaMra Natty aa. 
karkar, Rat kakM Rabat) Mtkaa. 
kaa, Bat SakM AkaMy Kama, 
tataiaaa, Maalvl MakaaiaiaK 
labravratBy. Mr. M. I. 


The Ayes being 36 and the Noes 27, the resolution was carried. 

Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 15tb 
March, 1933, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Chamber in the Council House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 15th March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuhi, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Membefttff 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 99 nominated 
and Elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Netting of State lotteries. 

*54. Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: (a) [Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether Govern* 
inent have under consideration the institution of annual lotteries with 
the object of devoting the excess proceeds to the maintenance and exten* 
sion of hospitals in Bengal? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — 

(0 that even with the Government grants and voluntary public 
contributions, hospitals are still* short of funds ; 

(it) that hospital accommodation in this Province is quite inade- 
quate to meet numerous applications for admission; and 

(t ; «) that very large sums of money leave Bengal annually for the 
purchase of tickets in the Irish Hospitals Free State 
Sweepstakes ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the Calcutta Town Hall was built from the proceeds of a lottery P 

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government con* 
sidering the desirability of immediately holding such lotteries? 

(e) If the answer to { b ) is in the affirmative and the answer to (d) in 
the negative, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what pro- 
posals, if any, Government intend to make by way of providing funds 
for the maintenance, extension and efficiency of hospitals in tbs 
Province P 
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MMBER in charge of POLITICAL OE PAR TIN CUT (the Heo’ble 

Mr. W. 0* R< Prontioo): (a) No. 

(b) (») Yes. 

(«V) This is true of Calcutta. 

(hi) Government Have no information on this Bubject. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) The provision of funds for the maintenance, extension and im« 
papsement of hospitals must depend on the general financial position of 
the Province. 

• 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTTi Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether there is aoy probable chauce o! the financial 
position improving within the next five years? 

Tip Hon'blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOE: We are all optimistic, 1 
think. 

Rai Bahadur Dr; HARIDHAN DUTT: Will the Hon’hle Member 
be pleased to state whether disease and misery can wait for the 
improvement of the financial position ? 

Tha Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not said so. 

Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether the Government would have any objection to a lottery 
being organised under an influential committee purely for the benefit 
of the hospitals ? 

ft. Hau'bta Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOE: Tea. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BAEU: Will the Hon’ble Member ba 
pleased to state the nature of the objections? 

Tha Hto*Wo Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Lotteries are illegal. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BABU: Will the Uon’ble Member bo 
pleased to tftate whether there is anything that prevents Government 
from having the law altered ? 

Tha Hon”Ma Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 think it is the Indian 
Penal Code— is it not— which is an India Act. 
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Mr. NARtNtMA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to statefrhether the Bengal Government cannot obtain sanction 
of the Governmdht of India far'tbe purpose of this change in thejaw? 

Tbi Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It iaa question of policy 
which the Government have not yet considered. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it is anything else but sanctimoniousness which 
stands in the way? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is a matter^f 
opinion. 

• 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Is it not a fact that under 
the existing law Government have got the power to license certain 
lotteries ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is so. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Docs the Government 
contemplate licensing any such lotteries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already said, no. 


Platform at the ArimganJ City station. 

*58. Mauivi ABDU8 SAM AD: (a) Js the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department aware that a plat- 
form has recently been constructed at the Atimganj City station on the 
East Indian Railway Loop Line, known as the Bandei-Bstibtirwa Line? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whetEfjg $i*i* In 
the contemplation of the Railway authorities to construct, in the near 
future, similar platforms at other important stations on the same iind, 
especially at the Khagraghat Road station P 

( c ) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that the said Khagraghat Boad 
station, from the points of traffic and income, is the moat important of 
all the stations on the said line? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the want of platforms at 
the Khagraghat Road, Salar, Jangipur Road and Dhulian Ganges 
stations is causing inconvenience to the travelling public and that 
repeated public representations on the subject have motived no con- 
sideration at the hands of the Railway authorities? 
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(s) 3 ^ it a fact that the Asimganj ,CRy sfStioa ia ^oing shortly to 
be dismantled on economic and other ? J. . 

0) Tf the answer to ( e ) is in the affirmative, why has a platform 
been constructed there in preference to other important stations infer- 
red'* in '» 

MEMBER, in charge of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) 
DEPARTMENT (the NotPble Mr. 4. A. Woodhead): (a) A rail-level 
platform with palisading on the station side is being provided at the 
Azimganj City station. 

*(fc) Yes, if funds are available. It is proposed to provide a second 
rail-level platform at the Khagraghat Road station during the next 
financial year. * 

(c) No. 

( d ) Passengers do sometimes suffer inconvenience for want of suit- 
able platforms when trains cross. Their representations for second 
platforms at Khagraghat Road, Salar, Jangipur Road and Dhulian 
Gauge* stations have received due consideration along with similar 
representations for other works on the Railway, but it has not yet been 
possible to meet the demands for want of funds. A second platform is, 
however, being provided at Khagraghat Road and at Salar in the next 
financial year. 

(e) No. 

( f) Doe* not arise. 

Bengal Qptaut Report, 1231. 

•ft. Mr. B. C. CHATTER4EE: Will the Hon'ble Member in 
chargp of the Revenue (Census) Department be pleased to state — 

ft> often the Census Superintendent, Mr. Porter, i.e.s., went on 
leave; 

<u) whether, before going on leave, he completed the manuscript 
of Part I of the Bengal Censu* Report, 1931; 

(m) why the publication of Part I of the Bengal Census Report, 
1031, has been so long delayed; * 

(*v) whep Part II of the above Report was published; 

(v) why the Bengal Census Office is being still retained; 

(rt) what is the average monthly expenditure of the Bengal 
Census Office; and 

(vti) for how* long it is proposed to contone this office? 
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MEMBER Ml oharg T of REVENUE (CENiUt) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’bla Alhadj Sir Abdatkerim Chuzntvi): (») On the 21st 

October, 1932. 

(**) Yes. 

(Hi) Owing to the time required for printing and proof reading. 
(it) In the first week of January, 1933. ** 

(u) In order to see Part I of the Bengal Report and Parts I and 
II of the Calcutta Report through the Press and also for the prepara- 
tion of certain statements for the Administrative Report. . 

, *. 

(tff) The average monthly expenditure of the Bengal Census Office 
is about Rs. 300 and the pay and allowance of the officer in* charge 
amount to Rs. 525. The cost is paid by the Government of India. 

(tit) The office was closed on 28th February, 1933. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state that the prices of these publications are absolutely 
prohibitive? 

Thi Hon’bla Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: No. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
what the prices are? 

Thi Hon’bli Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I should 
like to be enlightened. 

a 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Is there any justification for the 
Hon’ble Member saying in reply to the supplementary question that 
prices are not prohibitive? 

ThaHon’bla Alhadj Hr ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Not knowing 

what the amount was, I think I was justified. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to consider the question of reducing the prices, that is to say, 
making the prices Such that people may purchase them? 

Thi Hon'blt Alhadj fir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: But I am 

afraid that lies within the purview of the Finance Department. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to move tbe Finance Department for a reduction? 
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Tlw Hm’M. AIM) Sir ABOELKERIM CNUZNAVI: Tint I will 
do with pleasure. 

. Mr. >. M. BOSE: With regard to answer (tit) when is Part I likely 
to be out? 

"The Hon'ble Alhwl) Sir ABOELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I hope by 
the end of thie month. 


Declaration of moratorium. 

•57. Khan Bahadur Maulvi MU All AM ALI KHAN: (a) * Will 
the Hon'ble Member in churge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state wbethei the Government have received a largo number of 
representations from various parts of Bengal requesting the Govern- 
ment to declare a moratorium owing to the indebtedness ot the agri- 
cultuysts ? 

(6) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
ronteiuj' dating taking any action in the matter P 

MEMBER in oharga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): («) Some representations have been received 
from Mymensingh, Noakhali, Tippera, Faridptir, Pabna and Rongpur. 

( b ) Th*ey are giving anxious consideration to genernl economic 
conditions in the Province but are not at present inclined to the view 
that it is either practicable or desirable to take steps to have a 
moratorium declared. # 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state what step Government is contemplating to take in 
ordeMo meet the indebtedness of the agriculturists P 

Tho Man’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is a very large ques- 
tion and I am afraid I cannot give any answer off-hand. 

Khaa Baha d ur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hon'ble Member 
aware that in tho Punjab a committee has been appointed with a view to 
tackle this indebtedness problem? 

Tho H«rtMa Mr. W. D. ft* PRENTICE: 1 am not aware. 

Kha» Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE : Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether any step has been taken in other provincesf 

Tht H in 'bl e Mr. V* D. 11* PRiMTICE: I am sorry I do not know. 
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Khtfi Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In view of that will the 
Hon’ble Member find out as to what other provinces are doing with regard 
to this, matter and whether this Government would do something on the 
lines of the other provinces? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If you refer to answer (6) 
you will see that we are considering the general economic condition very 
-carefully. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: My point is— what actual 
steps are the Government going to take in order to meet the indebtedness 
problem P , / 

TJ* Hon'bla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Well, there is a Bill of 
your own in the Council and there is another under examination. But, 
of course, I am dealing with this question as the Member in charge of 
Judicial Department from the aspect of legislation. The general 
-economic question is not within my province. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In whose province is, it? 

The Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I think it is mostly under 
the province of the Revenue Department, otherwise Agriculture and 
Industries. I know there is some disagreement about it. (Laughter.) 

Maulvi EYED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon'bla Member aware that 
some of the advanced countries for instance, America, have declared a 
moratorium in order to meet their financial stress? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know whut is 
happening in America; but from what I could gather from the news- 
papers, the moratorium declared in America is nothing like the 
moratorium asked for in this question. 

Dr. NAREBH CHANDRA BEN CUPTA: With reference to 
answer (b), will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment are considering among other things the question of having a scheme 
for adjustment and compensation P 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is oa» of tfm aahemee 

for legislation whioh is under examination. ■ 

Mr. RNANTI IHIKHARKtWAR RAYi Witt*. Hoa’ble Member 
be plenaed to state whether the Government hove invite^ Che opinion of 
jdirtriot officers u to the desirability of declaring'^ motntoHnipr 


The Hen’Me Mr. W. 0. R. MRMTIM: So- 
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Mr. IMA NT I iHEKMAREBWAR RAY S Will the Hoa’Ue Member 
be pleated to state if the Government have asked for any information 
from the district officers as to what steps should be taken to relieve the 
general economic condition? ' * 

Tha Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: My trouble is that I am 

only dealing with letters regarding legislative proposals. Certain letters 5 
have gone ou^from my department regarding Bills before the Council; 
other letters may have gone out from other departments, hut I cannot 

say. 

Mtulvi HA88AN ALI : Will the Ifou’ble Member be pleased to state 
what may be the ground for which lie considers that it is not practicable 
or desirable to declare a moratorium? # 

The Hoft’blt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: There is the Limitation 
Act which has got to be amended and it is^ Government of India Act 
and therefore the first question is to get the Government of India to agree 
to it. Secondly, u moratorium is a t^o-edged thing and there is a con- 
siderable school of thought which holds that it is better to deal with 
debts as they are rather than postpone payment. 

Babu (IITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Member been drawn to the adjustment Bill which has been 
introduced in the Central Provinces Legislative Council? 

The tfon’bl. Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Ye», it liu» been pa«*ftd. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Deputy Magistrate, Rangpur, and the Bar. 

48. Babu NACENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department aware — 

(t) of a feeling that exists between Mr. A. R. Khan, Deputy 
^ Magistrate, Rangpur, and the Bar; 

(«t) that a feeling exists that this is due to the insults by the 
’ Bench to the members of the Bar who appeared before the 
said De$raty Magistrate; and 

(itt), that on one occasion he stopped a lawyer while cross-examining 
< a witness with the remark ’’Speed up. I am not concerned 
with justice. I shall finish this ease to-day” f 


8 



MEMBER in chargt of APPOINTMENT department <u>e 
Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. Prentioo): (f) and (it) Government have no 
reason to believe that the feeling that exists between Mr. Khan and the 
local Bar is anything but cordial. 

(iii) This is not a fact. 


Complaint against the tahsildar of Pukurdia cutchory, Bosoms Wards 9 
estate, Noakhali. 

47. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to %tate 
whether any representation or complaint has been received by the 
District Magistrate of Noakhali against Babu Sailendra Nath Bose, 
tahsildar of Pukurdia niUhery, under the Bose’s Wards’ estate, 
making some allegations of oppression upon the poor tenants? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what was the nature 
of complaint and what steps have been taken in the matter? 

(c) Is it a fact that the case was enquired into by the present 
Manager of that estate? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of arranging 
an enquiry by an officer other than the Manager of the said wards’ 
estate ? 

(r) Are the Government aware of similar oppressions of the tenants 
and debtors by the landlords and money-lenders in other estates under 
the Court of Wards? 

{f) If the answer to (e) is in the negative, are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of holding an enquiry into the matter? 

MEMBER M thftrgi of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bla 
sir Provaih ChuiKfer Mitttr): (a) Yes. A petition was submitted by 
one tenant on 12th November, 1932. 

(b) t (c) and (d) The allegation was that the tahsildar in realising 
arrear rent realised more than the amount actually due. Tha matter 
was inquired into by the Joint Manager, who reported the allegation to 
be false. The Collector subsequently held a local enquiry himself with 
substantially the same result. 

(e) No such report has been received. 

(/) *o. 
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Dttanu Babu Subiiml Chandra tarfcar. 

4S. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hbn’Ue 

Member in charge of the Political Department aware — 

(t) that Babu Subimal Chandra Sarkar, h.sc. (Engr.), son of Bubu 

Prokash Chandra Sarkar, Public Works Department con- 
tractor at Rajshahi, was arrested at Rajshahi under section 4 
of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

(it) that he was the mainstay of the family and that he used to 
contribute Rs. 1 50 per month to his aged and invalid father 
(including the educational expenses of his two minor 
brothers) and IN. 10 to each of his dependent sisters 

(in) that no allowance has been granted to his father under section 
12 of the said Act; 

<7r) that an application for the grant of an allowance was duly 
made to the authorities; 

(r) that no interview has been granted to his father, in spite of 
several applications since 10th December, 1JW2; 

(tv) that such interviews are generally given twice a month at 
the interval of 15 days; 

* (r/i) that almost all letters to and from the said detenu are usuully 
• delayed and that sometimes letters reach from the 1 local jail 
to his friends and reluti\es at Rajshahi even after 15 days 
or more; 

(nit) that the said detenp was offered the post of Shift Engineer 
under Public Works Department (JUikore Hydroelectric 
branch) soon after his arrest; and 

(ir) that he offered his voluntary service (t.c., without any re- 
muneration) to Government last year when he was asked 
by the Public Works Department at Rajshahi to inspect the 
oil-engine and pump which went out of order at the Sarda 
Police Training College? 

(6) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble * 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are prepared to 
consider the desirability — 

(i) of tw-examining the records of this particular case in view of 
bis pant sendees to Government ; and 

(u) f of releasing him at once? 
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(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of — . 

reconsidering bis prayer for a monthly allowance of Rs. 150 
to his old parents and paymei&.of life insurance premium 
during the period of his detention ; and 

(it) of supplying him with all the necessary expenses for purchas- 
ing engineering books, etc., for preparing himself for a 
higher degree examination? 


(d) Are the Government also considering the desirability of grant- 
ing the number of interviews and letters every month as usual under 
the rules? 

( e ) Has there been any restriction of interviews and letters since 
10th December, 1932? 


The Hon’bJa Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (/) Yes 

(d) («), (mi), (tr), (r), («), (vi i), (5), (r), (d) and (e) Government 
are not prepared to furnish information on these matters. 

(a) (rm) and (u) Government have no information. 


BtbU KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state what are the reasons, for the Hon’ble Member not 
being prepared to furnish information on the points asked for? 


THt Hmt'Mt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It was stated in previous 
Answers that the# matters are dealt with confidentially and it is not the 
practice of Government to give information. 


* Mr. 8 H ANT I 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
he pleased to state if it is the intention of Government to deny facilities 
to these detenus to ventilate their grievances in this House? 

\\ , * 

Tim Nen’bls Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice of 
that question. 
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Budfot Grant* of the Government of Bengal for 1033^4 
DEMANDS FOR GRANT. 

S— Lind Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: Sir, before I 
move the demand that stands in my name, may I have your permission to 
move the motion in a slightly amended form, that is to say, instead of 
Rs. 38,44,000 as stands in the civil estimate, I am able to move for a 
smaller sum, namely, Rs. 37,94,000 in view of certain retrenchments 
that we have been able to effect in the meantime. Have I your Have, 

Sir P 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes 


Tho Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 3^94, 000 be granted for expenditure under the head “6 — J/and 
Revenue”. I am sure members of the Council who take an interest in 
thip Laud Revenue budget have studied the civil budget estimate and 
other connected papers which have been circ ulated. 

In this department we have fullowpd a steady policy of retrenchment 
and of avoiding expenditure which is not very essential or immediately 
remunerative. The actuals of 1930-31 including non-voted items were 
Rs. 45,37,000. The present budget estimate including non-voted item# 
amount to 40 *23 lakhs and is thus Rs. 5,14,000, less than the actuals for 
1930V31. Although not strictly arising on this grant hut which has a 
bearing on it I may state that in our estimate of original works, we have 
provided only Rs. 3,000 for the year 1933-34 as against a . total expendi- 
ture of Rs. 92,000 up to the 31st March 1932. This will show that we 
hgve in this department always tried to keep down expenditure as far 
as possible. 14 

In view of the policy of strict economy which has beep pursued and 
in view of the amendments that may be discussed, covering many acti- 
vities of this department, I do not propose to take up the time of th* 
Council by referring to the details of the budget estimate at tbi%jjtgge. 
I find, however, that there are a number of budget cut# about yoad'eeet 
ftftd the valuation and revaluation establishment of the jUffhai 
Department. I may, therefore, draw the attention of the House to the 
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foot that the reduced budget provision of only Rs. 77,200 as against a 
budget provision of Rs. 1,38,995 for 1932-33 and a revised estimate of 
Rs. 1,35,200 for the last year, is due to a poliey of stopping the re-assess- 
ment of road cess and public works cess m new districts, that is to say, 
in districts where previously it hus not been undertaken, and of slowing 
down the activities of the Road Cess Department as far as is possible in 
districts where re-assessment was taken up before the economic depression 
broke out. This reduced provision will, I hope, give a clear indication to 
the members of the Council that Government are fully alive to the 
difficulties of the situation created by the present unfortunate economic 
depression. While on the one hand it is necessary that the activities of 
district boards should go on, on the other it is equally necessary that in 
providing for such activities we should take into consideration the posi- 
tion treated by the economic depression. I do not desire to dilate on 
this point in the course of these preliminary observations of mine, as 
members of this House will have an opportunity at a later stage of placing 
their view-points with regard to the road cess administration, and I shall 
have an opportunity also of explaining Government’s policy, as also the 
steps which Government have taken in this connection. But I can tell 
the House that as at present advised, and unless we get advice to the 
contrary, it is not intended to take up revision of road (ess and public 
works cess in any new district during the year 1933-34. 

I have nothing further to sav by way of preliminary observations. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,50,000, under the head “5 — Land Revenue — A — 
Charges of Administration— Land Acquisition— Establishment” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the impropriety of expenditure 
on land acquisition in the present circumstances). 

Looking at the civil estimates we find that the expenditure on the 
land revenue establishment in 1930-31 was Rs. 2,29,000. In 1931-32 
it came down to B# 2,12,000. In 1932-33 the revised estimate put it at 
Rs. 1,73,000, but in the next year’s budget there is a provision for 
Re. 1,80, 0(H), of course the total of the voted and non-voted estimated 
expenditure. Now, if we compare with these figures the figures for the 
revenue derived from the recoveries on account of the land acquisition 
establishment, we find that the actuals in 1930-31 were Rs. 3, 32,000 as 
against a total estimated expenditure of Rs. 2,29,000 that year, a* will 
be found from page 12 of the civil estimates, regarding recoveries on 
account of the land acquisition establishment. In 1931-32 the recoveries 
were Rs. 1,64,000 only against a total expenditure of Rs. 2,12,000. It 
is noticeable that in 1931-32 the revised estimate of recoveries was 
Re. 1,80,000, though the actual recoveries were much less, being only 
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Rs. 1*04,000. In 1932-33 the recoveries were estimated to be Rs. 1,85,000 
as against a total expenditure, according to the revised estimate, of 
Rs. 1,73,000. Here again I am afraid we sltall have to take the figures 
for recoveries with some amount of caution having regard to our expe- 
rience in the past that, as against a revised estimate of Rs, 1,80,000 we 
got only Rs. 1,64,000 in 1931-32. In 1933-34 Government expect to have 
recoveries equal to the amount of the recovery for 1932-33. We are not 
aware of the twuus of such an expectation. We may take it that this 
figure is too optimistic : this is against the estimated expenditure of 
Rs. 1,80,000. It is perfectly clear that the expenditure ou the land 
revenue establishment is not keeping pace with the reduced income under 
thief head. Land acquisition work is undertaken ou belialf of Govern- 
ment as well as on behalf of public bodies and private persons. Where 
it is undertaken on behalf of public bodies and private persons theWrhole 
cost should be recovered and where it is undertaken on behalf of Govern- 
ment, 1 take it that the cost of acquisition is shown by book entries. In 
any case I submit that while in 1930-31 land acquisition was a profitable 
undertaking, bringing us a larger income from recoveries than the 
expeyditure on the establishment. We are not now justified in maintain- 
ing the land acquisition establishment on a wale on which in all 
probability the expenditure will not be covered by the recoveries. So far 
as Government itself is concerned land acquisition is in nine cases eut 
of tea a matter of luxury and involves an expenditure which is wholly 
avoidable. In the case of public bodies or private persons it is immaterial 
whether it is a luxury or not, because when private persons or public 
bodies acquire any land Government recover all costs. So far as the 
maintenance of the land acquisition establishment is concerned, therefore, 
I submit that in the present period of stress the expenditure should be 
cut down so as to bring it down to the minimum possible level, and 
that minimum possible level should Ik> such that the total expenditure 
should fall short of the total recovery. That is the principle on which 
the land acquisition establishment should be reduced. I can understand' 
the-maintenuure of the establishment on a high wale in spite of on© 
year's depression or, for the matter of that two years’ depression, but 
when things have gone down like this steadily for all these years and 
when there is nothing in prospect, there is no justification for Govern- 
ment to go on keeping up a higher expenditure which is not justified by 
the returns that we get. 


In this connection I may draw attention to the fact that the Bengal 
Retrenchment Committee made certain recommendations that did * not 
go far enough, but we have not heard from the Dou ble Member hi * 
introducing this head, anything with regard to how these recommenda- 
tions of the-Committee have been dealt with. Also, the budget statement 
is singularly uncommunicative with regard to th& details of tbe expendi- 
ture. We do not know on the face of the budget and the civil estimate 



DEMANDS FOR GRANT. 



[15th Mai., 


which ha« been supplmd to us, that thi* expenditure on the land 
acquisition establi shment is at all necessity. 1 think there is considerabla 
room for reduction and the time has come when most drastic reductions 
should be made and in cases where the maintenance of the staff cannot 
be remunerative an attempt should be made to divide the work of land 
•acquisition amongst officers of other departments. In that way a con- 
siderable economy could be effected. In any case I submit that there 
is a very strong case for further economies under this head. 


Th# Hon’bfe Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am afraid 
my hon’ble friend Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta has moved this cut 
under a misapprehension of the use of the word “recovery.” When 
I explain to the House what 1 is meant by “recovery” and what we do 
, fn the Earn! Revenue Department about land acquisition, I trust the 
Upline will realise that my hon’ble friend is under a misapprehension. 
Latxln are acquired by Government under the provisions of the Hand 
Acquisition Act on behalf of the railway authorities, companies, co- 
operative societies, local bodies like the Calcutta Improvement Trust, 
the Calcutta Corporation, the Calcutta Port Commissioners, 
district boards, municipalities and various other local bodies 
as # well as on behulf of Government. The total expenditure 
ityHirred under the head “f> — Laud Revenue — Land Acquisition estab- 
lishment” is in the first instunce met from the Government budget, 
but th# major portion of the expenditure is subsequently recovered from 
the railway companies, local bodies, etc., on whose behalf the lands are 
required. Thus about 80 per cent, of the total expenditure shown 
under this head is recoverable from the requisitioning authorities and 
Government's share is only about ‘^0 per cent. The Government’s share 
•gain decreases when less lands are acquired for Government purposes. 

.Before it is proposed to acquire lands for anv purposes of Government, 
tb* scheme is in the first instance examined very carefully and sanctioned 
by the administrative department concerned in consultation with the 
Revenue Department, For instance, if an educational institution wants 
land, the educational institution moves the Education Department and 
the Revenue Department ultimately and after examination merely gives 
what may be described as technical sanction. lainds required for Govern- 
ment purposes are acquired only in cases of urgent necessity. As regarda 
lands acquired for Government purposes, members of this House and 
others are aware of the financial position of Government, and from 
ihaVfact alone the inference should follow that Government are not in 
a position to acquire lands unless it is very necessary for them to do so. 
On the other hand, these estimates provide very little for acquisition of 
land for Government* The question, therefore, of impropriety of 
expenditure under this head does not arise, It is for the public bodies 
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to conalder whether they will cm|ful their progjgtame for acquisition 
of latAt. During the year 19Si4f lands were acquired mainly for the 


purposes noted below:— 

Rs. 

Calcutta Improvement Trust . . 52,03,700 

Calcutta Corporation 3,47,300 

Railways # .. .. 7,00,000 

District boards, municipalities, other local bodies and 
companies 1 ,08,000 

Damodar Canal project of this Government . . 1,77,000 

Other Government purposes including those Central 
Government . . .. .. .. 1,37,000 

Total . . 67,63,000 . 


Members of this House will, therefore, see that out of the total ot** 
Rs. 67,03,000 including the requirements of (he Central Government 
and the Damodar Canal project which cannot lie stopped, the total 
amount of value of lund acquired for Government was less than 
Rs. 3,25,000. The remainder was for local bodies and others. The 
actual expenditure ihcurred on account of “land acquisition establish- 
ment” during the year 1031-32 wag Rs. 2,12,370 and an amount Of 
Rs. 1,64,440 was recovered from the Calcutta Improvement Trust| 
Calcutta Corporation, railways, district boards, municipalities, ether 
local bodi<4 and companies. The Government's share towards the cost 
of the land acquisition establishment was, therefore, Rs. 47.9(H) or 
22-5 per cent. only. Now, if the hon’hle members will refer to page 
31 of the estimates, they will find that out of the total of Rs. 1 ,80,000 (or 
land acquisition establish meift, Calcutta itself was responsible fotth# r 
bulk of the expenditure and of the cost of acquisition of land in Calcutta 
about 90 to 95 per cent, was recoverd from the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust and the Calcutta Corporation, because those are the bodies which 
acquired land on a large wale in Calcutta. Therefore from what I 
have said, recoveries follow cost paid by the local bodies or companies 
ahd so on/anif they vary. Recoveries have nothing to do with lands 
acquired for Government. The acquisition of Government land is very 
small, and whatever land is acquired for Government there is no 
recovery. Whenever land is acquired for somebody else there ia 
„ recovery. Therefore 1 hope that Dr. Sen Gupta will now realise that 
recoveries have nothing to do with acquisition by Government for it# 
own purposes. It depends on the cost of acquisition for oifcfia. 
Therefore it is merely a budget estimate and it U pee pared on the 
estimated requirements of local bodies. That it the main thing, and 
if the local bodies and others want less lands the eetimgte for costs 
becomes leas. This ia a mere estimate although no dopbtwe try to be ae 
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accurate as possible. Take for example, the Damodfcr Canal project of 
this Government. As I had no notice of the specific points which my 
friend desired to make, I am not leady with the figures of the Damodar 
project. But members are perhaps aware that the Damodar Canal 
project involves a large amount of expenditure. You cannot stop land 
acquisition of this project without detriment to the project, and if 
land is required for that project it must be acquired. That is one 
the important acquisitions of land that Government wilf require for ita 
own purpose. As I had no previous notice, 1 am not in a jjosition*^^ 
give the details of land required for tbe Government of India and for 
the project* of our Government. 

Technically my friend is perfectly within his rights in drawing 
attention to the impropriety of expenditure on land acquisition in the 
present circumstances, hut his arguments are based on misconception. 
If he wants specific information we shall be only too glad to give him 
that information. Therefore on the materials and on the arguments 
put forward I submit that there is no justification for this cut. 

My friend referred generally to the Retrenchment Committee's 
report. So far ns land acquisition is concerned the Retrenchment 
Committee in paragraph 22 of its report says this — 

“Land acquisition work done, J')r railways.— When land is acquired 
for railways, tire cost is recovered from the Government of India, only 
if a special establishment is employed for the work. We are unable to 
understand the reason for doing this work free of cost when it is 
carried out by the ordinary district staff, and we recommand that a 
percentage should he added to all estimates for the acquisition of land 
for railways 'to cover the cost of tbe stuff.” 

Of course on a point like this it is to he expected that the members 
of this House and members of Government will see eve to eye. But 
we have to induce the railway authorities to pay, and I assure ihe House 
that this recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee is receiving 
the attention of Government. If we can induce the Government of 
India to accept it we shall certainly lie very pleased. This'Yeminds 
me of the reason* for higher recoveries in previous years, because in 
those years acquisition of land for railways required special staff. I 
do not exactly remember the names of the particular ai'qnisitions, but 
it was somewhere in the district of Chittagong where a special staff waa 
employed and therefore the recovery cost was heavier. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,13,201) under tbe he^ad “5A. — Charges of Adminis- 
tration — Certificate establishment — Pay of establishment” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to suggest postponement of realisation of survey and 
settlement charges in view of the economic distress). 
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/ I suggest postponement of realisation of gamy and settle- 

ment charges in vishg, of the economic distress of the people in this 
proyince. The Government of Bengal expect to realise a sum of 
Its. 12,88,000 during the ensuing year on account of certain survey and 
settlement charges. T apeak subject to correction, but 1 believe 
practically the whole of this amount will be realised from the district 
o£ Malda. Sir, the members of this House who happen to possess any 
interest in lanU whether as a cultivator or as a landlord, can realise the 
situation. In these days the price of paddy is so low— in Malda the 
price is about 13 annas a maund, though at one time the price went 
dowm to 10 annas — that it can barely (over the cost of raising the crop. 
The* result is that the cultivator is not in a position to pay bis rent e\en 
to the zamindnr. The zaunndar, somehow or other, must manage to 
pay the Government revenue and road cess. He is doing this* with 
great difficulty. If under such circumstances the rut mi! and the 
zaunndar are called upon to shoulder this additional burden of settle- 
ment costs, this will he nothing short of oppression. I hope the mem- 
bers of this House have heard of the trouble recently at Malda when 
the police opened fire on the SuntUals 

Th# HorPble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MUTER: On a point of 
order, Sir. That* has nothing to do with land revenue. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: If the Hon’ble Member 
will just hear me 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had lettei not refer to that. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: My information is that 
the Santhals refused to pu\* settlement dues and they vreie having a 
meeting at the place 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is more or less a stretch of the imagina- 
tion. 'You/; & re discussing an economic proposition and 1 do not think 
you need bring in these matters. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: My most humble 
suggestion is that I am trying to place before the House and Govern- 
ment the consequences that will follow if Government insists on 
realising the settlement cost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is far-fetched. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, am 1 not entitled to 
to place before the House, with your permission of course, the causes 
that have led to the rising of tin t Santhals at Malda? 
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. M flU8ffe**Tl If i yon to »»** 

poult, the Wfiilt may be that foa and others* ipli ibtwmca^iattera 
which are not necessary lor you**puxpose. 

*" # I * D 

Mr. IHANTl' SHCKHAREfWAR HAY: I was only japing to 

show ’ * - / * 

< y 

aA . Mr. PREilDENT: You need not say that. I expect you to disease 
the economic aspect of the question. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; I am doing tha£ Six. 

^ Serious consequences may happen if the policy is not changed. It 
is Jioh confined to the Santhals, but it may spread to the other 

communities. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, you cannot get out of my ruling 
which you should bear in mind. 

. * 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, I do not ask for a 

remission of the settlement, costs, although I can make out a good case 
for it. What I suggest is that the realization should be postponed for 
a year. In normal times big zamuulars are allowed to pay their share 
of the charges by instalments extending over a year or so. In these 
abnormal times such relief is not at all helpful. Sir, I wont the 
Government to come to the help of the people and I want the Govern- 
ment to show by practical measures that they are willing to help the 
landlords as tfell as the tenants. We have been told that Government 
have been anxiously considering the economic situation. I do not know 
from what point of view they have been considering tb* economic 
situation. Sir, I place liefore the House and before the Government a 
practical suggestion that may to a certain extent relieve the distress due 
to thd economic situation. I do not know what attitude the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department is going to take in this 
matter. He is always full of sympathy — in some cases sympathy for 
the political prisoners — but in spite of thut sympathy the Jail Code 
stands in his wav. 

Tfet Hon’bto Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, may I rise 

on a point of order? Mr. Roy is referring to political prisoners 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, the reason you have given for brings 
ing up this motion is that you suggest postponement of realisation of 
survey and settlement charge in view of the economic distress. You 
should confine youmlf to that 
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' Mr.SMAMTI 1HIICH ASStWAM'MAY I I -m, $***&**!&,■ 

the i||« Honlgk Member mayhake. He aympaihy 

far**#Wy— - ■ 

Mr. RRBBIOINT: That remark it rather ^ 

Mr. iHAHTI 8HEKHAREIWAR RAY: Very w<> 1!, Sir, 1 shall 

give it «{>. Ifhave not brought forward this motion as a vote of censure. 

It is more or !esl what we call in samndtri language durbar, I am 
appealing to the Government to t ome to the help of the ntiyat* as ffwl 
ns of tie tenants and I hope that the Hon’ble Member will not like 
Shylock insist up his pound of flesh. 

Nawfb MU8HARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I dt> hot 
agree with my friend, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Itay, as he is attack- 
ing the Hon’ble Member in a wrong way. I represent Malda where 
money is being realised and I am aware of the hardship and incojiive- 
nieiue to which the people of the locality is being subjected on account 
of the present economic distress. I would appeal to my friend *on 
the Treasury Bench to think of the poor tenants whose condition is 
not unknown to him ; especially as he is very well aware of the eco- 
nomic distress that is prevailing everywhere. So, I would appeal to 
him to see if he can accept the Kumar Saheb's proposal by allowing 
some time to the tenants to pay their dues. In these days it is use- 
less to stress the present economic condition. From His Excellency 
downward everybody has admitted in this House that there is an 
economic distress prevailing in Bengal. That being the position and 
as the people are not in a position at this time to pay # land revenue 
and rents, to realise additional amount from them does really cause 
a great hardship. So, I w^uld appeal to my friend on the Treasury 
Bench to see if he can accept the proposal. 

Raj* Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN IINHA, of NaMUpuri 

Sir, I rise to support the motion so far as the spirit of the motion 
goes. I do not like to go into the details to which Mr. Ray has 
gone, vis., the political effect and other questions which he has 
anticipated, as a result of taking steps for the realisation of settle- 
ment costs. It is well-known that economic distress is prevailing 
all over the country and it is known to the Ilon’ble Member how 
many defaults have been made in the payment of land revenue. 
Last year, I find, that the number of defaults was about 16,000 and 
this year the number has increased, I understand, to nearly 2$, 000, 
out of a total of 101,000 estates. From this figure one can easily 
gather that about one-fourth of the estates under Government ary 
making default. The tenure-holders and the occupancy-holders* * 
whose number Ik much larger than the revenue paying estates are * 
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t more in' default. * It is also known to the House how difficult it is 
for them to pay the rent in this time with the, result that* their hold- 
' f ings are being sold to a great extent, and even so there are few 
buyers to purchase them. If the settlement costs be realised, it 
i rfl] be an additional burden to them and it will mean that the num-. 
her of estates sold would increase to such an extent that practically 
all of them would be deprived of their holdings. I agree with the 
suggestion to postpone the realisation of the settlement costs for 
one year and I would humbly request the Hon’ble Member in charge 
to consider it. All that can be done is to realise the same by instal- 
ments for some years together. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, the motion of my 
friend Mr. Shan ti Shek hares war Ray has my hearty support. The 
country is passing through unprecedented economic distress for the 
last three years. The depression in trade juid commerce is world 
wide. The demand for rice and jute, the principal products of 
Bengal, have decreased to such tin alarming extent that the price 
obtained therefrom failed to cover even the cost of production. The 
result has been disastrous to the poor raiyatx. They are now tinfler 
the grip of a famine of money. For want of money they are unable 
to pay rents to zamindars who in their turn are defaulting to pay 
Government revenue and cesses. Estates are being put- up for sale 
in hundreds and thousands. In these circumstances, it would now 
be cruel to reulise settlement costs from either the zamindars or 
the tenants. Both of them have reached the farthest limits of their 
resources. In the circumstances the imposition or the realisation 
of this additional burden — settlement cost — should be deferred to 
better days. I hope my appeal to the Hon’ble Member will not go 
in vain. With these few words I suppo/t the motion. 

Rai Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, this is an appeal 
on behalf of the poor and the distressed. This is an appeal, pure 
and simple, and there is nothing behind it, and I hope the Hon’ble 
MembeT will kindly consider it in that light. 

Tha Hon’Mt Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, I will 
first begin by giving some materials to the House. The total 
recoveries referred to by Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray are made up 


of the following: — 

Rs. 

Chittagong 

. . 28,486 

24-Parganaa 

. . 2,50,000 

Burdwan 

.. 4,00,000 

Malda 

4,00,000 
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>d Aire nay be certain ofher minor items. Now,* Sir, in the dia- 
;. irt el Chittagong the total cost ol the operations amounted to 
>. 24,75,740; of this the recoverable demand from landlords and 
tenants was originally 41 Rs* 7,01,750, which was subsequently adjust* 
d at R*. 6,04,000, that is to sayt about Rs. 17 to 18 lakhs w«He 
Jdd by Government, because a good portion of Chittagong consist* 
j( temporarily settled khot vmhal lands and in regard to these laada 
dhe whole cost # is borne by Government. The point to remember ia 
*that the total demand in Chittagong concerning private landlords and 
tenants was a little over Rs. 6 lakhs — Rs. 6.04,000 — of which 
?Bs. 5,99,676 have already been realised and there remains a sum of 
Rs. 5,02,000. The bulk of the sums realised, were realised amicably, 
'without resort to vertfficete procedure. Generality speaking, 
agricultural tenants pay amicably and a fairly large number o^ the 
zammdart pay amicably. In Chittagong Government may be pre- 
pared to give further relief except in the case of a few persons who 
in spite of being well-to-do are not paying their dues. I may tell the 
lfoU 2 »e that in the hulk of them* arrears we may be prepared to write 
them off except where the officer is definitely satisfied that the gen de- 
nied concerned have ample means to pay and are evading paymept. 
There are cases of two or three zamindars who in spite of having 
ample means to pay have not paid; in such cases we are not prepared 
to write off the arrears. In the case of all poorer agricultural tenant* 
who have not been able to pay, I can assure the House that in the 
4 cases of the p<w»rcr tenants their dues will be written off. lint it will 
not do to write off the arrears unless we have taken steps to realise 
from those* landlords who are able to pay. In Chittagong the fact that 
the collections were mostly made amicably shows that the grievance 
is more or less a grievance created for the occasion. • 

* In the 24-Rarganus the tytal expenditure was Rs. 37,62,000, of 
which the recoverable amount was Rs. 28,67, 000. Here, too, there 
are Government estates and Government pay for the coats of their 
estates. The recovery up to date has been Its. 27,81,722, leaving a 
balance of Rs. 76,003; of this balance certificates have been issued to 
cover Rs. 32,442. I may mention that out of the total demand of 
Rs. 27,81,722, the amount recovered by certificate amounts otdy to 
Rs. 2,37,754, this shows that the bulk was realised amicably. I may 
tell the l(puse that wherever it was found that there was an anxiety 
to pay, wherever a person came forward with even one-third or 
one-fourth and ashed for time till the next collection time was gene- 
rally given, but where time was asked for in order to evade payment 
it was not naturally given. Generally speaking, agricultural tenant* 
have paid amicably and also a very large proportion of landlords have 
done so. Government are also considering in consultation with the 
Director of Land Records the possibility of closing down further 
recovery in the course of a few months. 
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Then, the next is the district of Burdwan. The recoverable amount 
from blocks A, B and C in Burdwan is about Bs. 18 lakhs, of which 
Rs. 11,73,638 has been recovered, leaving a balance of Rs. 6 lakhs odd. 
Part of this is to be recovered thin year, ^and* part next year. That 
again will show that the recovery is gradual and with due regard to the 
undoubted economic difficulties of the people. Here, too, time h&B been 
freely given whenever there was a good cause for granting time. 
Here, too, agricultural tenants have paid amicably, and a large portion 
-of the landlords too paid amicably. 

In Malda, the district with which my friend Mr. Shanti Shekhares- 
war Ray is more concerned, but perhaps he is not in enough touch with 
his constituency to know that the total demand this year is Rs. 4.1&khs 
and not Rs. 12 lakhs. The total recoverable amount of Block A is 

• 

Mr. IHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: On a point of explana- 
tion, Sir, I referred to tlie budget of 1 0-13-04 . *" 

The Hon’ We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: But the 

hon'ble member said that Rs. 12 lakhs is probably due from Malda. „ We. 

dealing at present with this year’s budget. The total recoverable 
* Uftaount from Block A in Malda is Its. 4 lakhs. The rute of recovery is 
Rs. 1-4 per acre as agumst Rs. 1-13 in sonic of the places in the 
24-Parganus. The rate in Malda is lower than in some of the other’ 
districts. Out of this, up to date, Its. 2,87.332 has been recovered. 
On account of economic depression time has already been given and is 
being given. During the current year Its. 1,35,950 is,due*to be 
recovered and the balance Its. 1,40,557 is due next year. • cases 
where the jynount exceeds Its. 2,500 landlords have been permitted to 
pay one-fourth this year and the balance in 12 to 18 mouths, according 
to the demand. Mr. Slmnti Shekhareswnr Ray’s Tequest was tojiljow* 
one year’s time, and that was the request repeated by other members, 
but here the Settlement Officer has been giving 12 to 18 months in 
many cases. More than that time cannot be given as it will become 
more expensive, as the settlement staff will have to be kept on in Malda 
beyond that time. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: May I point out that 
such time is given in normal times everywhere. I suggested that the 
realisation should be postponed for one year, so that people may pay 
next year. 

TIW Hon’blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The Member 

is absolutely wrong. Such long time and on such conditions are not 
ordinarily given in normal times. Such time is given on account of 
the present economic difficulty. It is no good making assertions. A 
member in the position of Mr. Ray ought to be sure of hialaeta. 



MAttTI Bti ff KH ARftff WAR RAYt M ay I ask whether the 
Member himself did not gel time, previous to this, is * land* 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 


Tilt HeufMe Sir PROVASH OHUNDCR MITTCRl I may mention 
that the balancl recoverable is mostly from landlords. Those who art 
anxious to pay and are paying amicably are being granted every 
facility. It should also be remembered that recoveries start 3 years 
after the expenditure commences; therefore as far as these district# 
are concerned, time has been given and is being given with due regard 
to economic difficulties. I am rather apprehensive of saying that Gov- 
ernment is sympathetic because of certain expressions of the mover* hut 
Government know the position as well as any member of this House. 
With regard to certain observations of Mr. Ray of a personal nature, 

I say that I am not here in my personal capacity, but I am here as the 
mouthpiece of Government in the Revenue Department, and I can 
assure, the House that Government pay due attention to eeononti^ 
difficulties, but Government also have other duties and responsibilitll4 ' 
and taking fully into account the economic difficulties, Govern niekt 
have been proceeding as cautiously as possible. I, therefore, oppoas 
Ike motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

MtffftftDRA ORB RAI MAHASAI: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of R«. 1,13,200 under tbe bead M 5A. — Charges 
M Administration — Certificate establishment — Pay of establishment 1 ’ 
he reduced by Bs. 100 (to c^scuss the necessity of putting a stop to 
brfblry and corruption which is rampant in tbe department). 

In doing so, I should like to point out that bribery and corruption 
are not confined to a particular department of Government but is almost 
universal, specially in all the law courts. It is an open secret which 
none can deny. This is a serious blot on civilised administration and 
attempts should be made to root it out as far as practicable. I am 
aony, so far as I am aware, no serious attempt has ever been made to 
tackle with this problem. The Hon’ble Member may exclaim “why do 
lie people pay bribes and corrupt the servants of the 8tate.” Ctrcum- 
Stanoad as they are, they cannot get any work whatsoever without pay- 
asant of bribes. If they decline to pay, they will be put to infinite 
htouble and difficulty. There are different types of bribes. Some am 
of lie usual or customary type— such as the deposit or withdrawal of 
Mousy from the treasury. If you want to deposit money my on aeoOunt 
of revenue, cess in other Government dues, you cannot do without pay* 
mg bribes to those whose signatures in the elusion am necessary. The 
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man who affixes the teal mutt alto have hit quota. Thii sort of bribe 
hat become customary and people have got accustomed to them. I did 
not know before that at the time of cashing cheques such payments are 
essential. I should like to cite an instance of my personal experience. 
After the Council elections, I got a cheque to withdraw my deposit 
money. I signed it and handed it over to an officer of mine for 
encashment. After some time a man came and informed me that unless 
some bribes are paid, it will not be possible for him to cash the cheque. 
Out of curiosity I followed my man and found his statement to be quite 

correct. The poddar frankly told rae “ upf? 

that is, it was customary for them to receive something before payment 

is made. 

Pf you have got to file an application, say to a revenue officer, you 
will find the left hand of the peshkar extended towards you to receive 
his quota which is generally one rupee. If you want to know the date 
of a case you must have to pay something to the peshkar. If your 
pleader wants to see the file of a case, he cannot do so without paying 
something to the man in charge. These are all of the customary type 
and people have got accustomed to such payments. But mother type, 
I should like to call it extortionate type, which has turned out to be 
abominable. This type is prevalent in the Certificate Department. 
The nazirs and his assistants are having a rich harvest in these hard 
dayH by squeezing out heavy bribes from debtors for putting off pay- 
ments. This has become scandalous in certain districts. JuBt a year 
ago on a similar occasion I said “The exactions of some assistant nazirs 
in the same collectorate have earned unenviable notoriety. If the 
Hon’ble Member cares to know about them, I think I shall be able to 
help him.” A year has rolled by since then and nobody has cared 
even to inquire as to what I have got th say. He should know that 
people have not got enough to spare for offering bribes. They are 
forced to pay under circumstances over which they have got no control. 
The Revenue Member is not only an eminent advocate but a great 
statistician and he will perhaps look into his figures and say that as the 
public has not instituted cases for bribery, no action can be taken. 
The law on bribery cuts both ways — the man who pays bribes and the 
man who accepts bribes — are equally guilty under the law. Nobody 
wants to take the risk. But does that absolve the Government for 
their responsibility in the matter? Is it not their duty to look into 
the purity of their administration? The Deputy Collectors and presid- 
ing officers know full well which are going on under their very nose, 
but most of them are more or less creatures of their subordinates and 
are therefore, powerless to do anything to check the evil. In this con- 
nection it reminds me of an incident which took place over thirty yean 
ago. The late Mr. T, Inglis, the then Collector of Hooghly, suspected 
Skit peshkar to be a bribe-taker. He kept a sharp eye on hit and 
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noticed portion of a coin which peeped through hit hand-made pugr$* 
of mdmul. He called him and pulled his pugree when low and behold! 
Silver coins of various denominations fell scattered throughout tha 
room. It was needless to add that he took prompt action. He tem- 
pered justice with mercy and compelled the man to retire. This had 
the desired effect. All the collectorute staff took the warning and thera 
was marked improvement in their morale. The rate of bribes has risen 
high now a daVS. The Government amla* remained satisfied with small 
coins in those days. We have heard times without number about the 
prevalence of bribery and corruption during Moghul rule, but what 
about this civilised age? There is absolutely no improvement in the 
morale of the subordinate staff. The amlas of the zamtndart have been 
the target of such attacks. The charge is often directed towards the 
acceptance of hifhaltaiM from the tenants, hut what can the people do 
to stop the extortions of the rapacious Government (tmla*? The people 
are helpless unless the Government conies forward to check the evil 
with a view to purify the administration. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 


Oath or affirmation. 

The Allowing member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Lieut. -Col. A. H. Proctor. 

• 

Thi Hon' We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERf I have listened, 
and I am sure other members of the House have listened, with great 
interest to the complaints made by the Rai Mahasai, including his 
personal experience. It is difficult to deal with mere general and vague 
allegations, but there was one specific allegation made by him. It 
aeems to me that, assuming that the evil does exist, though I do not 
admit that it exists, and I am only expressing my personal view, — if a 
number of people would combine and take determined action, then the 
•vii can be met very effectively. But if, on the other hand, either out 
erf kindness or out of a desire to avoid a little trouble, one individual 
agrees to pay something and if others follow in his wake, then I am 
afraid it is no good complaining to Government (because, after all* 
governments work through their own officers). In the particular oase 
mentioned by the Rai Mahasai I do not know if he then and there cottr 
plained to the deputy collector in charge of the treasury, or, if he did 
not get any remedy there, whether he complained to the Collector; but 
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if others similarly situated, not merely in one case but in all cases, 
would combine and stand up and would not agree to this kind of 
nonsense, then and then only, the evil, assuming that it exists at all, 
ean be removed. But unless people try their best to take effective 
means, then how can ventilation of a complaint of this character in 
this House advance matters further? Now if you complain that there 
is corruption on any large scale, and if petty officers are responsible for 
it, then I may say that perhaps a fairly large numbed )f the public 
also is responsible for this state of affairs; if gentlemen in responsible 
positions agree to give some petty considerations, call it bribe or call 
it by any other name, then you yourselves are contributing to the 
general difficulty. But I can say this: that if any specific case is 
brought to the notice of local officers and local officers do not take any 
actitm, then I am sure Government would be very pleased to take up 
the question. So if the Rai Mahasai would make a specific complaint 
to local officers and if the local officers do not take up the complaint, 
Government would inquire into the matter, but I do not think that this 
is the best way of dealing with an evil like this, assuming, of courB© 
that it does exist at all. So I do not think there is any good reason for 
the cut being moved. I oppose the motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Kali EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs, 1,16,000 under the head “5A— Charges of administration — Certi- 
ficate establishment” be refused. 

Sir, on previous occasions I have given expression to my feelings at 
length on ^ motion like this. The system of recovering dues by 
certificate procedure is, I think, very loosely exercised now-a-days. 
In the Rangpur district the certificate system has been adopted of late. 
Now', in these days of hardship the cultivating raiyats who cannot 
afford to pay for the cost of litigation, have been compelled to incur 
much larger expenditure for the purpose of defending their cases on 
account of the fact that powers of the subdivisional officers have been 
taken away and centralised in the districts. We have been claiming 
decentralisation of the certificate court. We want that subdivisional 
officers as certificate officers should exercise these powers in the sub- 
divisions but instead of that these powers are being centralised in the 
districts. These have certainly added to the miseries of the people in 
the Rangpur district specially. In other districts the subdivisional 
officers are entitled to deal with certificate cases in the subdivisions but* 
only in Rangpur I think the powers of the subdivisional officers have 
been wrested away and a certificate court has been established in the 
Sadar district itself. In Rangpur the people have got to come from a 
distance of 100 miles in order to defend their cases if they have got to 
defend them. It is simply impossible in these days of financial difficulty 
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forthe cultivating people to come from such a distance in order to 
defend fbeir cases in the districts. Moreover, in low-lying aren a - 

Mr. PRfSIOENT: I may remind the member that this is an 
economic cut. He should endeavour to justify the total refusal of tho 
grant? 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: And for the matter of that it ia 
absolutely necessary that the grievances of the people should ha 
redressed by subjecting them to less expenditure. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your position? Are you going to 
replace the certificate procedure by any other system which involve* 
no expenditure, or do you want to dispense with it altogether? • 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: We want that the certificate court 
should he decentralised, in order to alloy the sufferings of the people 
because they have got to go to the Sadar from a long distance, which 
causes a greut deal of inconvenience 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V ou do not seem to realise the point. You 
have given notice of a motion which seeks to refuse the total grant. 
IIow do you propose to run the machinery? 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: The system tells heavily upon the 
poor people in these days of economic distress and should lie held hack 
till better time comes. 

t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid vou cannot make out your point. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, at any rate the system is had and 
should be done awuy with, and the ordinary method of realisation 
should he taken recourse to. 

Tht Hon’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: As you pointed 
out, Sir, to the hon'ble mover, he asks for the total refusal of the entire 
grant. In other words, he wants that the certificate system should be 
abolished in all cases. Bui we have heard very little to justify thia. 
He haa not suggested, if the system of certificate were done away with, 
what system should be substituted for it and from the arguments that 
he put forward there seems to be little justification for this sweeping 
amendment He referred to certain grievances in his own district nr 
subdivision,' hut the certificate system is not merely for the realisation 
Of the court of ward* dues or other dues of that character, from hi* 
district only but it is for realisation of dues of various kinds in the 
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province including realisation of cesses for district boards, flow are 
tho district boards to go on if the cesses are not realised? It is also 
used for the realisation of dues on account of ferries, pounds and so on. 
There are various public demands as the Act itself shows. 

We have not heard anything to justify this total cut. But even with 
regard to his own district it is interesting to note that Mr. Sachse, 
Member of the Board of Revenue, reported to the Revenue Depaitment 
that during the last Pujas nearly Rs. 5 lakhs had come to the treasury 
for the purchase of postal cash certificates. Although it is quite true 
that the position of some people at Itangpur is bad, it <annot be s&id 
that the position o f all people is bad. If in the course of 4 or 5 weeks 
they can invest lls. 6 lakhs in cash certificates, it does not show ‘that 
there is great distress and I may say that pointed inquiries were made 
by the Member of the Board of Revenue and he was satisfied that 
certificates were not issued indiscriminately. With these observations 
I submit that the motion should be rejected, 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Htji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: I move that the demand of 
Its. 1,16,000 under the head “5A — Charges of administration — Certifi- 
cate establishment" Is* reduced by Rs. 6 (to draw attention to unneces- 
sary realisation of money in certificate cases for Mulpahaw without 
ottestment). 

I move that the demand of Rs. 1,16,000 undei the head "5A — 
Churges of administration — Certificate establishment" be redured by 
Rs. 4 (to discuss the question of issuing postcards in certificate cases). 

He delivered a speech in Bengali of which the following is a 
translation : — 

Sir, with respect to a cut of Rs. 5 out of the demand of Rs. 1,16,000 
for the certificate establishment, I beg to say that whatever the amount 
of claim may lie in certificate suits, a custody fee is (‘barged. This fee 
sometimes amounts to as much as eigh« annas oi one rupee although the 
original claim may be only one rupee oi even less than that, and it is 
realised even if the peon succeeds iu collecting the amounts due without 
attachment of any properties. Why should this fee he realised in 
cases where the dues are realised without attachment of goods or other 
properties? 

I invited attention to this matter last year too. The then Revenue 
Member stated that the courts were to follow the rulings of the High 
Court in this matter hut the courts do not abide by such rulings. Where 
goods are not attached, the custody fee should not be realised. Whore 
there is a claim for over Rs. 20, the detree-holder haa' to pay the fee for 
guarding the properties to he attached. If, however, there is too attach- 
ment, the money deposited is refunded to the decree-holder. I, therefore, 
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reqneaied Government last yew to reconsider this matter and to frame 
a rule exempting the poor villagers from payment of a fee for guarding 
the 'properties to be seised in ease the distress warrant has not to be 
executed for realising dues amounting to less than Rs. 20, But 
Government did not accept ray proposal. They stated that the District 
Collectors would look into this matter. But, so far as ray information 
goes, I am not aware of any Collector who has changed the practice 
usually followed in this matter. At Chittagong, the fee for guarding 
properties is still being collected as before even in cases where there is 
no attachment. 

I, therefore, hope Government would kindly issue instructions to 
the District Collectors or frame rules for the purpose of exempting poor 
villagers from such undue demands for payment in these hard days of 
economic distress. * 

Sir, with regard to the motion for a cut of Us. 4 from Rs. 1,1G,000 
allotted to the certificate establishment, 1 would like to dwell upon the 
necessity of issuing post cards to defaulters before initiating certificate 
cases. Government in many cases realise nearly Its. 4 or Its. 5 with 
costs against a due amounting to lie. 1 only by issuing ceitificates. 
There are certain classes of ordinary people in Bengal who cannot 
remember the date fixed for payment of cess and lents for jotes, etc., 
and in many cases the tusk of making the payment having been 
entrusted to the co-shurers, or the tenants or the servants, the payment 
is not made in due time with the result that certificates nre issued and 
nearly double the amount due lias sometimes to lx* paid b\ the defaulters 
together with costs. T believe that if post card warnings ate issued, 
nearly 50 per cent, of the certificate daiins will be settled by money- 
order and amicably. In lases where Government have flelegated the 
power of issuing certificates io zomtmlnr* and instructed them to send 
post card warnings before the issue of certificates, most of the claims 
are being realised instantaneously on the receipt of these warnings by 
of persons concerned. The people will he greatly benefited if Govern- 
ment and the District Boards adopt the sume practice. 

I also raised this matter in the Council last year. The lion'ble 
Member-in-charge, then stated that the practice of sending post card 
warnings had already been in vogue. But we now find that such post 
card notices are issued only in cases of demands which vary front year 
to year. 

I, therefore, suggest that the Hon'ble Revenue Member should 
kindly alter the rules which provide for a endden issue of certificates 
and take steps to bring the practice of sending post card notices into 
togne. 

I hope this motion of mine will be supported by all. 
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Tilt HoftMrfe Ur PIIOVAiH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, I will 
take op motions Nos. 8 and 9 separately. About motion No. 8, I may 
draw the attention of tbe mover to the fact that under section 38 of 
tie Public Demands Recovery Act certain statutory rules are embodied 
in Schedule II to the Act. These had been finally published in Part I, 
pa#es 2351-74 of the Calcutta Gazette of the 23rd December, 1914. 
According to rule 38 of these roles, whenever process of attachment of 
movable property by actual seizure is issued, fees at the scale given 
in the rule have to be furnished with a certificate stating the period for 
which 1 he fees in accordance with the rules have been paid. Tbe 
Accountant-General, Bengal, drew tbe attention of Government to the 
fact that in the course of audit of the accounts of the Pabna Collectorate 
it had been found that the local officers were very lax in the realisation 
of the fees hut as the provision of the role was mandatory they were 
bound to do so. The Board of Revenue, therefore, issued instructions 
about the realisation of the fees in a way that would not cause undue 
hardship to the certificate debtors. The purport of the ir^troctions 
wai— - 

(1) that the rules regarding the custody fee in rule 38 were based 

on the civil court procedure as ordered by the High Court 
and are not entirely suituble to certificate cases; 

(2) that when the uttached property is kept in the custody of some 

one in the village, no custody fee is necessary and only the 
fee for going and coming under rule 38 (?) can be charged; 
and 

(3) as it is not possible to prescribe u uniform rate loi t he whole 
province, discretion has been allowed to the Collector to fix 
a rute or rates for his district. Besides, as it is not possible 
to anticijMite the number of days that might be required in 
each case, an all-round fee for three days, irrespective of 
the, actual number of days lequired in each, may be charged. 
The practice may be varied in paticular cases, if necessary. 

If, however, in spite of these rules, there is any legitimate grievance 
which may be remedied, tbe Board of Revenue and the Government 
will lie prepared to courider the matter sympathetically provided 
specific grievances are brought to notice. The mover will realise that 
the charges were much higher before and the changes introduced by 
the Board will make them lower. 

The mover sjmke about charging something when attachment is 
issued. But when attachment is issued somebody must go and not 
merely travelling charges but special charges for looking after the 
things will have to be paid. As regards looking after the things some 
local man is now entrusted with the duty but the peon must go and 
naturally his travelling is charged. When the attachment order i* 
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iseued and goods are actually attached, then travelling must be paid j, 
but frhen I deal with the next motion perhaps the position will be* 
clearer. 

I» the next motion the mover raises the question of issuing post 
cards in certificate cases. The rules provide that practically in most 
cases post cards are to be issued. Rule 9. on page 66 of the Bengal 
Certificate Manual, says this — 

“To obviate hardship, District Officers are directed to notify the- 
existence of arrears before certificates are issued, (a) by putting up a 
list of defaulters in their offices, and (b) by sending warnings to> 
defaulters by printed post cards in cases in which there is no reason to* 
believe that the debtor has had intimation of his liability.” 

Lower down in clause (<i) it says: “a post card warning shall ajwaye 
be issued to the debtor previous to the issue of a certificate under the 
Act in the case of demands made for the first time (whether they be of 
a recurring character or not),” because there are certain rules to deal 
with demnnds of a recurring character, but even there the post cards are 
issued. “In the case of recurring demands of a fixed character, warn- 
ing cards shall be issued to defaulters once only, it being stated in the 
card that no more jx>st curd notices will be issued for sums which may 
fall due in future.” Therefore it is not correct to say that no warning 
post curds are issued. With regard to the issue of warning post cards 
even with regard to dues of a lecurring charac ter, Government have 
asked the board to re-examine the matter and the matter is under 
consideration. Hut no final orders have as yet been issued. It must 
be rememVred that it ought not to cuuse any hardship because it i* 
always open to the party to apply to the certificate officer for time after 
a part payment ; but if any feasible scheme can be put fbrward which 
will not entail too much work on the collectorate clerk, as that will 
mean more public expense, it. will be duly considered. I am prepared 
to say that the matter is receiving the efinsideration of Government 
with regard to the last mentioned pcint. 

The motions of Haji Badi Ahmed Cbowdhury were theu put and 
lost. 


Mf« PRESIDENT: I will draw the attention of the House to 
motions Nos. 11 to 30. I think we can choose No. 11 and invite a 
discussion on the cess policy of Government. A discussion on this 
motion, as far as I have been able to gather, will cover the latter part 
of No. 12, the first part of No. IB, Nos. 21 and 22, a portion, I think, 
of No. 27; but I think these motion# need not be moved. Similarly if 
No. Id is chosen and a discussion on the desirability of amending the 
Cass Act in the near future, is invited on that it will cover No, 14, the 
first part of Nos. 12, 15 and 16, a part of No. 17, No. 18 and Nos, 19 and 
20* I think these need not be moved as it will save a lot of time : but*, 
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l>efore we take up No. 11 or 13 I should like to deal with motions 
Nos. 23 to 30 which relate to specific grievances — I think these should 
be given a chance at this stage, as the discussion over the question 
of the cess policy as also over the question of amending the Cess Act 
must be very long. As these motions deal with specific grievances, 
] would like to alter the order of precedence. For similar reasons I 
wish to take up as much of motion No. 17 as refer to Khulna only. 
I shall huve one discussion on these motions relating to specific 
grievances, but I shall put them separately. I think the House has 
followed me and there is no objection to this being done. 

Mr. P. BANERJI ; What about No. 27? 

Mh PRESIDENT: It will )>e taken up in parts because it deals 
with two matters. I think the House agrees to this procedure. 

Khtn Bahadur Mtulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I, Sir, submit my 
point of view? So far us 11 is concerned, it not merely relates to the 
cess policy of Government but also its sequence, namely, an amend- 
ment of the ( ess Act. In my motion I do propose to discuss not only 
the present cess policy of Government, but also the amendment of the 
Cess Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You mav then speak both on motions Nos. 11 
and 13 the former relates to the cess policy and the later to, the desir- 
ability of amending the Cess Act. 

• 

Kh.il Bahwlur M.ulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Bui the difficulty is in 
regard to the time at our disposal. • 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have given considerable thought over the 
matter and I think that it is the best solution. If the Khan Bahadur 
has any difficulty, he might draw my attention to it at the right 
moment. 

Mtulvi BY ED MAJID BAKSH: Sir, may I know whether, apart 
from the general policy, the maGer of grievances ngainst the non- 
revision of cess assessment will also l>e allowed to be brought up under 
No. 28. P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that motion will be taken up later, 
Maulvi Abul Quasem, perhaps you have followed what. I have said, 
You have now to move that part of motion No. 17 which deals with 
Khulna. 



ItaHlvi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ba# 77,000 under the head ”5— Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 5 (to 
protest against the failure of the Government to give relief to tenants 
in the matter of excessive assessment of cess on the basis of land 
valuation in the district of Khulna.) 

Sir, as a result of the valuation and assessment of cess which was 
undertaken after the last survey and settlement operations in the 
Khulna district, the assessment has mounted to a figure which is three 
times the figure which prevailed before the revaluation and assessment 
were undertaken. The price of agricultural products has gone down 
enormously; in fact, the present assessment has no relation at ail to 
the present value of land. In August last the district hoard of Khulna 
presented an address to llis Excellency the Governor and in that address 
pointed attention was drawn to the uigent necessity of amending the 
Cess Act, so as to give some relief to the tenants who are suffering on 
account of the excessive valuation because the value of land has fallen 
incredibly. Government has as yet taken no steps in the matter and 
the people’s suffering is enormous and indescribable. I desire that 
Government should lose no further time in giving some relief to the 
tenants by adopting some expeditious and cheap method in the revising 
of land valuation, because if this state of things continues the people's 
suffering will be simply unbearable. In this connection 1 desire to 
bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Meml>er in charge of the Revenue 
Department to the circular which lias been lately issued by the Hoard 
of Revenue, Bengal. In that e»’rcului it is stated that Government 
will be paying to the district boards only that amount which will he 
actually realised from the tenants of Government estates. 1 do not 
know if this privilege of paying the amount actually realised is going 
to be extended to the zammdan t also. The zaimndnrx are trying to 
realise all the cess due from the tenants, but whether they are succeed- 
ing in doing so or not, they are certainly pressing the tenants very hard 
to pay up their dues. Government is not going to pay to the district 
boards more than what is actually realised from the tenants of Govern- 
ment estates. I ask whether Government is considering the desirability 
of extending the same privilege to the zamindart , so that their lenants 
may get some relief. With these words I commend niv motion to the 
acceptance of the* House. 

Thi Hon’M# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER! Sir, I will 
confine myself in this motion, so far as possible, to Khulna. It is 
perfectly true that in Khulna the demand for cess was considerably 
increased about 3 years ago. Speaking from memory, I think since 
the last cess valuation was made it was raised from Rs. 2 lakhs and odd 
to about Rs. 6 lakhs and odd. In other places like Pabna, and Hadia 
where the increase was not so heavy, people started agitation and 
raised objections, but at that time not much was heard from Khulna, 
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Well, a good portion of this increased assessment is due to Tory 
legitimate causes, because the assessment was made after the record* 
of*rights and the previous assessment was made only on the returns 
by the zamindar s. After {he record -of -rights was prepared every 
high a of land became known to the assessing authority; and so a 
portion of this increase was due to the fact that what was previously 
concealed could no longer be concealed. Another portion of the 
increase was equally legitimate, namely, accretions increase in area 
and so on; but a portion of the increase was due to summary assess- 
ment of khsts lands. What the total assessment would be cannot be 
foreseen and could only be known after the assessment has been con- 
cluded. The assessment of all khas lands, whether of landlords or of 
tenants, is mode on the basis of average estimated profits. Well, under 
ordinary circumstances and before the economic depression, the profits 
of khas lands, at any rate, the bulk of them, amounted to something 
higher than what side profits are under the altered circumstances of 
low price of crops. The profits of khas lands have undoubtedly come 
down. What might have been reasonable assessment of khas lands 
may now be a source of difficulty. There are other factors as well. 
After duly considering all these factors we have come to a final 
decision and a communique will be issued in to-morrow’s paper. I 
may as well announce the contents of that communique by reading 
them out. The communique is a comparatively short document. The 
order refers to Khulna, Pabna and Bogra — to Khulna because the 
increase w'as considerable and the principal crop there is only paddy, 
to Pabna because there also the increase was fairly large and there are 
specific local difficulties, vi failure of crops and so on, and to Bogra 
because the increase was considerable and there were specific causes 
like failure "of crops in particular years. The communique runs 
thus — 

“It has come to the notice of Government that owing to the 
recent revaluation operations in the districts of Pabna, Bogra and 
Khulna, the cess demands of these districts have increased consider- 
ably and that owing to the full in prices of agricultural produce, the 
want of cash due to present economic conditions and the occurrence of 
severe floods in the former two districts in 1931, the collection of 
cesses in all the three districts has fallen into he’hvy arrears. The 
question of affording relief, has, therefore, been under consideration 
of Government and of the district boards concerned. The district 
boards of Khulna and Bogra have passed resolutions to the effect that 
the rate of road cess for the year 1933-34, should be reduced from 6 
pies to 4J pies per rupee. The Governor in Council has decided to sanc- 
tion their proposal and also to reduce the rate of public works cess from 
6 pies to 4| pies per rupee for 1933-34 in these districts. The district 
board of Pabna has passed a resolution to the effect that the rata of 
road cess in that district should be reduced to 3 pies per rupee for the 
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year 1933-34, and the Governor in Council has decided to sanction the 
proposal- Thug the total rate for cesses in the three districts of 
Pabai, Bogra and Khulna for the year 1933-34, will be reduced from 
one anna to nine pies per rupee. The question of granting relief in 
respect of arrears accumulating up to the end of 1932-33, has also been 
under consideration. It is not considered desirable to grant relief by 
way of remission since such a course would benefit only those who have 
not already pafld the cess due from them. It has, however, been 
decided that in these three districts time should be ullowed to those 
who have by 30th April, 1933, paid the arrears for the period prior 
to 1932-33 and 75 per cent, of the amount due for 1932-33. The 
Collectors of these districts will have discretion to grant time also in 
the case of defaulters who have by 30th April, 1933, paid up the 
arrears for the period prior to 1932-33 and not less than 60 per Vent, 
of the amount due for 1932-33, if they can satisfy the Collectors that 
for good cause, they are unable to pay moi\?. In those cases in which 
time is granted it will, however, be subject to the condition that 50 
per cent, of the arrears are paid within the year 1933-34 and the 
remaining 50 per cent, in the first six months of the year 1934-35. 
The interest leviable on arrears of cess will be waived on sums duly 
paid within the extended time. 


Sd. II. C. V. PHILPOT, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal” 

• 

The question of affording relief has, therefore, been under the 
consideration of Government and of the district boartfs concerned. 
The district boards of Khulnq and Bogra have passed resolutions to the 
effect that the rate of road cess for the year 1933-34 should he reduced 
from six pies to 4| pies per rupee. The Governor in Council has 
decided to sanction their proposal and also to reduce the rate of public 
work's cess from 6 pies to 4^ pies per rupee for 1933-34 in these 
districts. The district board of Pabna has passed a resolution to the 
effect that the rate of road cess in that district should be reduced to 3 
pies per rupee for the year 1933-34, and the Governor in Council has 
decided to sanction the proposal. 

Thus the total rate for cesses in the 3 districts of Pabna, Bogra 
and Khulna for the year 1933-34 will be reduced from one anna to 9 
pies per rupee. The question of granting relief in respect of arrears 
accumulating up to tha end of 1932-33 has also been under con- 
sideration. It is not considered desirable to grant relief by way of 
remissions since such a course would benefit only those who have not 
already paid the cess due from them. It has, however, been decided 
that in these 3 districts time should be allowed to those who hare by 
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30th April, 1933. paid the arrears for the period prior to 1932-33, and 
75 per cent, of the amount due for 193243. The Collectors of these 
districts will have discretion to grant time also in the case of 
defaulters who by 30th April, 1933, paid up the arrears for the period 
prior to 1932-33 and no leas than 60 per cent, of the amount due for 
193243, if they can satisfy the Collectors that for good cause they 
are unable to pay more. In these cases in which time is granted, it 
will, however, be subjected to the condition that 50 pfer cent, of the 
arrears are paid within the year 193344, and the remaining 50 per 
cent, in the first six months of the year 193445. The interest leviable 
on arrears of cess will be waived on sums duly paid within the extend- 
ed time. So that the mover of the motion will find that for the next 
year the cess-pavers will have to nay three-fourths of the cess, and 
ouly*to those who have already paid three-fourths during the current 
year, further time, 18th months' time will be given, half will have 
to be paid during 193344 and the other half within the next six 
months of 1934-35. But those who have not paid the whole of the 75 
per cent, will not be granted time to pay. So that will give ample 
relief to the cess-payers of Khulna. 

I hope the mover after what I have stated will withdraw his motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS There will be one discussion on motions 
Nos. 23, 26 , 26 and 30. 

Maulvi HA 88 AN ALI: I beg to move that the demand of 
R«. 77,000 under the head “5A — Charges of administration — Road 
cess, valuation and revaluation establishment" be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to draw the attention to the undesirability of carrying on revalua- 
tion proceedings in the present distressing economic situation in the 
country). 

Similar motions have been tabled from time to time for discussion 
in this House. I, therefore, think that I need not waste much time 

by repetition of thoee arguments, with regard to the method by which 

the revaluation proceedings are being carried on in the country. Sir, 
with regard to the valuation of lauds, I shall only stick to the fact and 
show in what manner the valuation of land is being made when the 
assessment is made during revaluation. I only need say, Sir, that the 
valuation of lands is made by the valuation officers in a most sweeping 
manner and sometimes in the most whimsical way, and consequently, 
assessments have increased from 4 to 25 times in some districts, 
especially in my district, Sir, the tenants paying Re. 1 jama have got 
to pay a cess of Rs. 4. This is only illustrative of very many caaea 

of this nature. It is known to all of us, Sir, that the valuation of 
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lanf; Juw decreased considerably owing to the present economic distress 
of ffce country and so I appeal to the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
Refine that something should be done to put a stop to this sort of 
whimsical carrying on of the valuation proceedings. 

H«Ji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 77,000 under the head “5 A — Charges of administration — Road 
cess, valuation and revaluation establishment” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to raise a discussion why the Chittagong Revaluation Officer is not 
giving effect to the motion passed in the Council, dated the 16th 
March, 1932, that the excessive cess should be reduced owing to the 
decreased price of paddy and jute and hence the value of land has also 
decreased). * 

He made a speech in Bengali of which the following is a 
translation : — 

Sir, in connection with the motion for a cut of Rs. 100 from the 
demand of Rs. 77,000 for the road cess valuation establishment I would 
like to point out that under the present economic depression in the 
country, it has become extremely difficult to collect the amount of 
cess that has already been fixed. Notwithstanding this, the amount 
of cess is being farther raised at various places. J*t us take the case 
of Chittagong. There, the annual value of laud was estimated at 
Rs. 5 or 6 per acre and the cess was assessed on that basis. At present, 
however, fbe price of paddy which is the staple crop has gone down 
considerably, and there has been in consequence a corresponding fall 
in the value of land. Hence, it is quite in the fitness dT things that 
cess should be assessed by fixing the valuation of land at an amount 
much less than what it was previously. In the district of Chittagong 
the cess revaluation work has been going on from 1929, but the cess 
having been fixed very high, a motion was brought forward in this 
Courfcil on March 16th last. This motion was carried by a majority 
of votes. In spite of this motion and of the economic depression the 
officer in charge of revaluation work in Chittagong has been fixing the 
cess, assessing the value of the land at Rs. 10 per acre, I advised a num- 
ber of ordinary men to apply to the officer-in-charge of the valuation 
work through the district collector for assessment of cess at a reduced 
rate. In the applications made by these persons under my advice, refer- 
ence was made to the motion that had been accepted by this Council in 
this connection, as also, to the fall in the price of paddy and of land in 
Chittagong. But the Collector of Chittagong issued a notice denying 
that remissions were being granted to those who had applied for 
reduction of cess under my advice and stating that cess and rents for 
the current year were being and would continue to be collected as 
usual. 





This *howt that district collectors take itoo notice of the ISotfettl 
thftt ire accepted in the Council. 


I, therefore, hope that in the light of tha motion accepted last year, 
you will do what is needful with regard to the assessment and * 
collection of cess in future, and thus save the zamindart and the 
tenants from various troubles. 

fUJfl Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHX of Ntthfeun 

I beg to move that the demand of Es. 77,000 under the head “5 A — 
Charges of administration— Revaluation, road cees” be reduced by 
Be. 1 (the undesirability of fixing maximum rate fer tile public work 
cesses at the present time of economic distress). 

Formerly, there were two Acts, one the Road Cess Act, passed in 
187i; and the other the Public Works Cess Act, passed in 1877. The 
first Act related to the construction charges and maintenance of 
district communication and roads, and the second related to works of 
public utility. When these two Acts were introduced the Member-in- 
charge assured the House that the maximum rate would be levied 
occasionally on the particular demand of a particular district. .These 
two Acts, later on, ware consolidated to, one Act, e.g. y the Cess Ac| b#*- V 
1880. Under section 6 of the Cess Act the maximum amouiit of cess 
leviable has been fixed, namely, 1$ annas for each cess. Here also 
at the time of the introduction the Hon’ble Member-in-charge assured 
the public that only in case of necessity thfc maximum rate will be 
levied, and not otherwise; and accordingly in practice, also we have 
Jfound that the cess had been levied at the lower rate and not at the 
maximum rate. The word “necessity” is a vague term, an elastic 
one. The necessity of a district or of a province can never be met and 
it will never be ended even if all the wealth of the province, or of 
India, he placed at their disposal. Evarf in Western countries where 
large sums are spent for nation-building departments, they still want 
money for improvement. The true interpretation of the word 
"necessity” would be that the demand should be in proportion to the 
capacity of the people. Sir, we find for the last 20 or 25 years, the 
maximum amount has been levied in each case without any consider*? 
tion as to whether the people are capable of paying at that rate or 
not. Under section 38, the district board fixes the amount to be levied, 
as road cess and under section 39, the Government fixes the amount to 
be levied as public works cess. In these times of economic distress 
when the tenants are incapable of paying their rents, it will be ha«d on 
them if the maximum amount be fixed. As a j&ttter of fact, we find 
that some of the district boards, the district boards of Khulna, Bogra 
and Pabna for instance have already taken the lead to induce the rate t . 
of the road cess, but they have no power to fix the rated the 
works cess which has been left with the Government. Other district* 
Wards are waiting for the decision of Government in this matter. 
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Evift if the district boards fix one rate and the Government may fix 
another, then practical difficulties will arise in realising the cchb, for 
it nwy be in decimals and fractions which it will difficult to realise 
in Eft. as. p. So in practical politics it is desirable that both the 
Government and the district boards should fix the same rate as to 
public works cess and road cess. For this reason I appeal, tot the 
Hon’ble Member to look into the matter and see that the -rate the 
public works cdfcs be not levied at the maximum rate at the present 
time! And if any proposal for the reduction of cess be forthcoming 
from any other district board, it should be considered and the Govern- 
ment too should fix the public work cess at the same rate as proposed 
by^some particular district boards. 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER HITTER: Apart from 
the common element in motions Nos. 23, 25 and 30, one specific point 
has been raised in No. 23 to draw attention to the undesirability of 
carrying on revaluation proceedings in the present distressing economic 
situation in the country. Before I deal with Nos. 25 and 30 and the 
common element underlying both of them I will suy a few words on 
this particular point, namely, the undesirability of carrying on r,*valua- 
0 lion proceedings in the present distressing economic condition of the 
country. We are aware that for the last two years or perhaps a little 
more the economic condition lias been anything but satisfactory. 
Government are painfully aware of this fact as is evident from the 
budget speeches of the Finance Member of last year and this year. 
We have seen that Government revenue has fallen bv R». 1,72 lakh# 
last year a*nd this year’s figures are quite fresh in your minds. All 
sections of society are affected by the economic depression; numndan , 
agriculturists, tenure-holders, professional men, merchants, traders 
and every one else have beey affected and that is a common factor 
from which every one is suffering hut it is necessary for all to try to 
adjust themselves to the changed condition. But signs are not want* 
ing to show that people are trying to adjust themselves. In ‘these 
circumstances Government did not feel justified in undertaking 
reassessment and revaluation in districts where the work had not been 
started but in districts, in Chittagong for example, where the work 
was started three years ago, and in Birbhura where the work wa# 
started two years ago just at the beginning of the economic depression, 
it would have been a loss to everybody concerned, to the district boards 
and to the cess-payers, if assessment were stopped because the district 
boards have to pay for the costs and ultimately the district board’s 
income has got to come from the cess payers. 

I will point out, however, the general position with regard to soma 
of these districts. Cess revaluation operations are in their final stages 
in pgrtions . of Birbhum, Bakarganj and Chittagong, and in a small 
portion of Tippera. In Birbhum up to the end of the year 1981-32, * 

II * 
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446 estate* and 1,762 tenure* were (‘(Spirted and the total increase is 
valuation was Rs. 6,558 or 14*7 per cent. The operation started on 
the 25th September, 1931, with a programme of three years. In/ 
Bakarganj only 33 Government estates, 115 temporarily, settled and 
27 permanently-settled estates were taken up, the resultant increase 
being Rs. 15,000. So the members will realise that both in Birbhum 
and Bakarganj it was a small increase, 14-7 per cent, in one and 15*1 
per cent, in another. Then in Chittagong 1,571 estates were und^r 
revaluation and up to the end of 1931-32, 1,517 estates had been 'com- 
pleted resulting in an increase of 54*46 in valuation and 82-82 ifi cess. 
In Tippera 738 estates and 17,658 tenures were under revaluation o 
which 719 and 36,095, respectively, were completed up to the end of 
1931-32, resulting in an increase of 12*28 per cent, in assessment. 
w Tha£ also is not high. General instructions were issued by the Board 
of Revenue on the 31st October, 1932 — and the complaint of Haji 
Badi Ahmad Chowdhury that no notice was taken of the resolution 
passed last year is not justified — The board did take into consideration 
the difficulties and and the resolution was passed on economic difficul- 
ties — and this was the instruction issued by the board on the 3Jrt 
October, 1932. That in the districts of Birbhum, Mursbidabad, 
Chittagong and Bakarganj, where revaluation operations were ill % 
progress, section 24 of the Cess Act should be sparingly used against 
raiyat* who are bona fide cultivators even if they have sub-let perma- 
nently not an inconsiderable portion of their land. Ratyats would 
be treated as tenure-hold.u-s only if the following three conditions 
are all fulfilled— 


(а) the area of the holding is more than 5 acres, 

(б) the average rent is less than Rs. 4 an acre, and 

(r) the area sub-let. is more than 2Q per cent, of the entire area. 


Khas lands of zaviindar* and tenure-holders which are cultivated 
should be assessed on the basis of average rates paid by cash-paying 
occupancy raiyats only and rents paid by produce-paying tenants 
should not be taken into consideration, though for the villages and 
estates not yet done, the rents should not exceed Rs. 6. In estates 
already done where kha * lands are numerous lump deductions should 
be made. Detailed instructions for carrying out this part of the order 
were given. Kha* lands which consist of waste or jungle or heel 
should be valued at nominal rate 


Maulvi EYED MAJID BAK8H: Was that issued to all the 

districts? 

Tht Han’bl* Sir PROVAIH CHUNOER MITTBftf . Only to the 
■ districts where cess revaluation was going on. ■ I will come to the 
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question of all tha districts latsr on but that » not the subject-matter 
of%e motions under discussion. As regards the districts where cess 
revaluation is going on we have given adequate relief. This relief 
might not hate been given and would not have been given but for the 
depressed economic condition. In the matter of assessment of revenue, 
which is a 30 years’ business, one set of principles apply, while in the 
matter of assessment of cess which is a 5 years’ business, out of which 
3 years have erf read y elapsed, another set of principles will apply but 
so far as khas land, barga land and fixed jamas are concerned the 
position is different. Therefore, I submit that we have taken due 
notice of the economic depression but we could not reduce the rates 
without the consent of the district boards. The district boards are 
entrusted with certain duties cast on them by an Act of this Council. 
Therefore, if it be a question of reduction of rate, which is aitomd a! 
by the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur’s amendment then it cah duly be 
considered if the district boards primarily move in the matter but 
there are other factors also. The district board is primarily respon- 
sible but the Local Self-Government Department of Government is 
also responsible. If any application like this has to be considered the 
initiative in the first instance must have to ha taken by the district 
board, then it will be examined by the Ivocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment, then by the Revenue Department and to a certain extent by the 
Finance Department. The Revenue Department has got to be sat%- 
jfted that such a resolution is not merely the result of yielding" to 
clamour but that the position is really such that n resolution of that 
character Js justified ; the Local Self-Government Department will 
have to be satisfied on certain points. 1 will not repeat what 1 hast 
already said except to emphasise the fact that every district bbard 
resolution of a similar character will be subjected to careful scrutiny. 
Therefore with regard to 4 he motion of the Raja Bahadur of 
Nashipur, who is ever alive and ever alert to the landlords’ interests 
in this Council, I may say that the Revenue Department, represent- 
ing Government, must look to the interest of everybody, landlords, 
agriculturists, tenure-holders and the district boards and then come 
to a suitable decision. If the initiative is taken by the district boards 
there would not be any difficulty of the kind apprehended by the 
mover, because we know very well that there will he practical diffi- 
culties if there be different rates. In all the three cases about which 
Government have been able to take action the net result is 9 pies but 
it may be that in many districts there will be no case for reducing 12 
pies even to, 11 pita, and in some districts there may be a case for 
reducing it from 12 to 10} pies, but not to 9 pies. Each of these must 
be preceded by a resolution of tha district board but merely beeaus* 
a district board has passed such a resolution it does not mean that it 
moat bo automatically accepted by Government. The resolution of 
the district board is merely the preliminary step. If such a resolution * 
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be passed we must examine the resolution on its merits and take into 
account the capacity of the people to pay and the word “people” s 
includes landlords, tenants and everybody. That is the busin&g of 
the Revenue Department; it is the business of the Finance Depart- 
ment to consider its repercussions on other financial questions. In 
view of what I have informed the House, I think, the movers of theV 
amendments Nos. 23, 25 and 30 will be well advised to withdraw them 
but if they do not I must oppose them. « 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of NaaHipur: 

On a point of information, Sir. May I ask if the resolution passed by 
the district boards of Khulna, Bogra and Palma will be accepted "by 
Government? 

The Hotfbfe Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MUTER ! A com* . 
munique has issued on the subject. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of NashifNirs 

In view of that acceptance I beg to withdraw my motion. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: May 1 be permitted to 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member to one point? In valuing 
waste lands it is stated by the Hou’ble Member that a nominal 
value is to lie assessed hut no profit is derived by the landlord from 
waste land. There is another difficulty. From old tanks which are 
really used for irrigation purposes, the landlords get nothing but these 
tank)* also are assessed at the same rate. 

4 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You will have an opportunity of bringing up 
this matter later on. * 

The motion of Maulvi Hassan All was put and lost. 

The motions of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhurv and Raja Bahadur 
of Nashipur, were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. P. BANERJI having risen to move his motiou 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Banerji, please remember that the dis- 
cussion must be restricted to the question of Diamond Harbour only. 
The other portion of your motion comes under another group and you 
will have an opportunity of discussing the matter covered by it later on. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 77,000 under the head “5A — Charges of administration, ropd cess, 
valuation, re-valuation, establishment” be reduced by R£ 100 (to raise 



rip] DISIaNDS FOB GBA.VT. MB 

i ^ 

i :|bciiBsk»i on the road cess policy of the Qovenimeiit the 
StiMkrbaiis area of Diamond Harbour subdivision of 24 -Parganas 

.&•* 

lumping so I want to submit that no benefit is derived by the people 
>f Diamond Harbour and the Sundarhans area for the cess levied o& 
ham or paid by them. * 

The Han’Me Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER WITTER: On a point of 
>rder, JSir. In our budget estimate there is no estimate of any cess 
Ming assessed for the 24-Parganas. Diamond Harbour is included in 
ha JJi^arganas. Csn the hon’hle member raise the question now? 
PKe are ntft asking the Council to give us any money for this purpose. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think this question arises and there- 
f or« it is out of order. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL MAQUE: On a point of order, Sir, 
Are Ve to understand that every motion of an individual grievance or 
ipecifie grievance should be first finished before you take up the general 
question ? 

* Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that was my ruling. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Naihlpur: 

1 formally move the motion that stands in my name, namely — 

“That the demand of Rs. 77, 000 under the head *5A' — Charges of 
administration— Road res*, valuation and re-valuation establishment' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (the necessity of framing rules so as to supply 
copies of the valuation rolls writteu in ink to each tenure-holder free 
of charge and to accept the same as a legal evidence in rent suits)/' 

U.nder section 36 of the Cess Act notices of the revaluation of cess 
have to be sent to the landlords, tenure-holders or other persons inform- 
ing them of the new revaluation. Hut in praetire we find that tbe§e 
notices are written in pencil, and are so much unintelligible that it is 
impossible for any one to read what is written therein. Even with the 
highest powered microscope one cannot discover what is there. To 
support my contention I have already rent some samples of these notices 
beforehand to the Hou'ble Member to show how the cess revaluation 
officers are working in this section. Sir, these notices are very important 
for the persona concerned namely, the tenureholder, and also to the 
occupancy-holders . At this stage, I would soy to clear up doubts, if 
there be any, that my motion has been sent not only for the benefit 
of the tenure-holders and miyatg but also for the benefit of the 
occupancy-holders as well. These notices, as I have already said, Are 
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written, practically ty lead j e ft Tp^SWH wiiHfie result 'that the-tenure- 
holder* and tfce occupancy-holders have to take certified copies rt*au 
enormous cost. Sir, doubts have been expressed though I do not betigve 
that “this is a trick of the Government officers in orders enforce tbet 
tenure-holders and occupancy-holders to take certified copies at e&oftnotis 
cost. Whatever it might be, in practice we find that notice/ are not 4 
lent properly written and that is the grievance. Sir, apart frtrt this, J 
it istjurious that these notices are not, though in some case* they fire, 
treated as legal evidence in the law courts. In some cases thfejf ire not 
kt^ll accepted as legal evidence. Some courts insist on certified copies 
with the result that the litigants have to take certified copses at 
enormous costs and these are recovered from poor tenants fqjr the 
benefit of neither party : In the case of holders of the rent-f$ee 
tenures, cesu varies from one or two pies to a few annas, and if certified 
copies have to be taken, it means an extra cost of two or three rupees. 
When the sum is added to the decree, the rent-free holder lias to 
bear and has to pay an enormous sum of two or three rupees in $lace 
of two or three annas. Just consider what an injustice haw been 
done to them. My suggestion to the Hon’ble Member is that lie should 
see that these notices are written in ink and that they should he allowed 
to be used in courts us evidence so that the rent-free holders or other, 
persons will not have any case for grumble about taking certified copies* 
and consequently they will have not to hear unnecessary cost. Now, 
Sir, the landlords and other persons are realising cess on behalf of the 
district board. They are practically the agent of the district board. 
One can naturally expect at the same time that when they are realising 
(“ess for the district boards they can demand un account from them. 
The tenure-holders are also anxious to get un account and they can 
justly demand an account. The occupancy-holders under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, are treated as tenure-holders under the Test Act. So 
they are also in need of these accounts to know how much the valuation 
hub been assessed and how much cess has to be paid. My another 
suggestion is that these notices should be given free to all persons 
interested in the payment of cess. May I make one practical sugges- 
tion that will cost Government or district board much less, e.g., if 
the valuation roll be printed as is done in the settlement lecords, and 
distributed free to each and every person^ With these few remarks I 
appeal to the Hon’ble Member to consider this question and my 
practical suggestion. A grave injustice has been done for the 
negligence of the valuation officers for which the landlord, tenure- 
holder and the occupancy holders have suffered. A demand of a* 
statement of an account from the person or from the corporate body * 
on whose l>ehalf the cese are realising without any remuneration is the 
tnost reasonable one. And the supply of this statement should on no 
account be withheld. *If the Government do not hear, I cap say without 
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paee^far which no explanation can be heard. < 
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tl»# particular copy of the notice referred to by the Raja Baha^or, 
wai anything but legible; but 1 do not want the House to rim away" 
^with idea that all copies are illegible, I have seen rnfiiny y otl*af * 
copie* wAich ard fairly legible. Be that as it may, the Revenue Depart- 1 
ment in cjjpsultation with the Board and other officers of Government 
are gom/into the matter and I may tell the Raja Bahadur and the 
members of this Home that if we find that there will be a definite*, 
improvement and the cost is not anything too much, we may ha ' 
inclined to accept the suggestion of the Raja Bahadur, but I cannot 
make a definite promise, The specific suggestion of the Raja Bah&lur, 
namely, that the system followed in settlement proceedings should b« 
adopted# will be examined. In settlement proceedings these copies are 
printed and a charge is levied hut au exception under the Court-fee# 
Act is granted. All these matters will be examined and we may have 
to conduit the Local Self-Government Department and, if need be, the 
district boards, as these assessments are done at the cost of the district 
boards. Therefore I cannot make any promise, but the Revenue 
Department and the Board will go into the matter very carefully. 

The motion of the Raja Bahadur of Nashipttr was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

Rtlulvi*ABDUL HAMID SHAH: I move that the demand of 

Rs. 77, (X)0 under the head “6A — Land revenue — Road cess valuation 
and re-valuation establishment” be reduced by 11s. 1(X) (desirability of 
amending the Cess Act in th^ near future). 

He made a speech in Bengali of which the following is a 
translation : — 

“Mr. President, in bringing the motion for a cut of Rs. 1(X) from 
the demand of Rs. 77,000 for the road cess valuation aud revaluation 
establishment, I would like to draw f attention to the necessity of imme- 
diately amending the Cess Act. Ever since our election to this Council 
we have spared no pains to dwell upon the harm that is being done 
by this musty Act to all sections of people, namely, the zamxndan t 
tahqdan and ordinary tenants, etc., and the Hon’ble Revenue Member 
promised every time that the Act would be amended, but up till now 
.these promises have not been fulfilled. 

% Enough has already been said about the serious defects of this Act. 
No further analysis of these defects seems to be necessary. I would 
only earnestly request the Revenue Member to take immediate ttept to' 
revise the Ceei Act and thereby earn the gratitude of the people/' 
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Mni KHITTIR MOHAN BAY* Mr. President, Sir, that the Cats 
Act of 1880 (B. C.) urgently requires revision has been repeatedly 
, brought to the notice of the Government by resolutions and by. 
interpellations This subject was recently discussed in the Council, 
by a resolution. The principal grievances against the working of the 
Cess Act are twofold, namely, mode of valuation of the land for the 
purpose of assessment and mode of collection of cesses. As regards the 
valuation, I may point out that the provisions of law relating to valua- 
tion and the manner in which they are carried on are defectiye and 
have worked hardship upon the landlords and tenants. As an instance 
J may be permitted to mention that in the district of Khnlna under 
the revaluation proceedings held recently the total cess of the district 
was raised from about Rs. 2,00,000 to about Rs. 6,00,000. The figures 
fpeal for themselves. I need not make comments on them. We cdnnot 
conceive any circumstances by which the valuation of the lands in that 
unfortunate district could be so enormously raised. There must be 
defect in the provision and the procedure which led to these monstrous 
and disastrous results under which the people of that district are groan- 
ing. All conceivable hhas land including cultivated, uncultivated, 
waste, heel , jungle, khal , gopat and grazing lands are summarily 
valued according to the whims and caprices of the cess revaluation 
officers concerned without paying any attention to the fact whether a 
particular land is capable of being brought under cultivation or not. 
After the settlement proceedings it ie not at all difficult to ascertain 
the quantity of land recorded in kfou possession of the landlords. When 
this is once ascertained, the revaluation officer at once proceeds to value 
the land, regardless of the fact that many of the land do not and cannot 
yield any produce whatever in spite of the best efforts on the part of 
the :amuuhir. As regards the tenanted lands, if any piece of land, 
however small in holding is found to be let out to an under-raiyat 
the raiyat is called upon to submit a return. As a matter of rule the 
raiyats who are illiterate do not submit returns and the valuation of 
the holding is summarily done. The repults are very disastrous for the 
raiyat. Similarly, raiyats whose annual rent of the holding exceeds 
Bi. 100 are also served with notice to submit returns. In case of 
failure they are also summarily assessed. 

*,Sir, these provisions of law were enacted more than 50 years ago. 
In the meantime the circumstances of the country and character of laud 
have quite changed. It is quite clear that in the altered state of 
things the provisions are working great hardship on the landlords 
and the tenants. It is quite desirable that the law relating to valuation 
should be revised to suit tbe altered condition of the country. 

I am now coming to tbe mode of collection. At present the 
umindar* are bound to collect and pay the cesses according to the 
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kuitm the treasury of the oollectorate. Whether the zamindar* are 
able to collect the cesses from the tenants or not, he must pay them 
regularly in the treasury. In default, his movables and other pi oper- 
tie# Ire liable to be sold. Zamindar* do not derive any profit or got any 
remuneration for collection of cesses. He must work gratis and if he 
fails to collect cessee and makes default, his properties are liable to be 
sold. The zamindar* have been complaining of the hardship to which 
they are subjected by the duty of collecting and paying the cesses, cost 
on them by law. They have been praying for being relieved of thin 
duty. But to their misfortune the Government seems to be indifferent 
or do not find any way to afford any relief to the zamindar*. Difficul- 
ties of the zamindar* have increased enormously in the present state 
of economic depression when the tenants fail to pay regularly their 
rents and cesses. It is said that if the zamindar s are absolved from 
this duty and the Government takes upon itself the duty of collecting 
cess, costs of direct collection would tbe enormous. The Hon’ble 
Member in charge of Revenue was telling us the other day in connection 
with a resolution moved by the Maharaja of Dinajpur that the costa 
of direct collection would be about Rs. .'JO lakhs and he was pleased 
to invite suggestions which would be acceptable to the Government 
and the House. He promised such suggestions would be seriously 
considered by the Government. But I may tell the House thut if the 
Government is serious in this matter, surely a way may be found to 
relieve the zamindar* from the present state of embarrassment and 
difficulties. At present our country is spread over with the union 
boards add union committees. These boards and committees are 
collecting chaukidari and other taxes from the villagers. If the task 
of oollecting cesses are assigned to these bodies, collection of cesses may 
be made at very small cost. Circle officers are appointed to revise the 
work and audit the account of these bodies. It will not cast heavy 
burden on the circle officers as at prefent their duty is very light. In 
order to facilitate the work of collection, these circle officers may be 
empowered with the powers of a certificate officer. By this mode of 
collection cesses will be more speedily and regularly collected than by 
the present system of collection. For instance, a raiyat who payf 
Rs. 50 as annual rent of his holding will have to pay Rs. 1-0 as cess 
along with the rent. If the collection of cesses is separate from the 
collection of rent, it will be very easy for the raiyat to pay cesses which 
amount to a very small sum. Besides sooner or later primary educa- 
tion cess will be levied. If these two kinds of ceases are collected 
separately from the rent which is always larger the raiyat* will -find 
it more convenient to pay the ceases. My suggestion may not he in* 
ideal one. But I beg to suggest that if the Government works on the , 
line *» barely outlined above, surely the Government will be able to 
endue a scheme which will be satisfactory to all. 
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I hope turn trust thaithe Government will give utmost ^nbid^ation ' 
to my suggestion for what it ijs worth. * 


V MUNINDRA OH RAI MAHASAI : Sir, the fefoiott of the Cees 
Act is long overdue. The revision must be thorough. T$e whole 
pkdicy lias got to be changed. It should relieve the zamit&ara from 
the responsibility of realising cesses. A grave injustice is being 2bne 
to the zamindara by imposing on them the heavy burden of realisation 
of, cesses. I should like to ask the Hon’ble Member to take into his 
consideration the sad plight of the zamindara not only during these 
years of dire economic distress but ever since its imposition. The 
zamindara labour under various disabilities in the realisation of their 
Mltq And the additional burden of realisation of cess is tending to their 
ruination. The Government have got their handy certificate proce- 
dure to realise cesses from the zamindara, while the zamindara have 
to depend upon the civil courts for their realisations. The latv’s 
delays are proverbial in this country. If a tenant so desires, he can 
defer payment on some pretext or other under cover of law for an in- 
definite period, but the Government would not care to see whether the 
zamindara can realise or not. They would issue certificate- after 
certificate kiti by hat and realise the same from the zamindara by the 
sale of their movables or immovables or by putting them into prison. 
The Hon’ble Member is no doubt aware of the large number of estates 
that have been sold for arrears of cesses alone. You impose a burden 
on the zamindara — too heavy for them to bear — and you make their 
lives miserable by putting them to all sorts of indignities for the 
realisation of cesses. You do not care for the troubles and difficul- 
ties they experience in their realisation. Barring a few you do not 
allow them to enjoy the same facilities of realisation as you have got. 
This is a grave act of injustice which requires early redress. I should, 
therefore, like to uak Government to thoroughly revise the Cess Act 
on the lines suggested by me, that is, by relieving the zamindara from 
the responsibility of realisation of (esses. The district boards can 
conveniently realise the cesses through the union boards at less ‘cost 
than that incurred by the zamindara or the Government can devise 
any btber mean* of realisation. Pray do not help in the ruination of 
an important community whose valuable services to the State are too 
numerous to recount. Pray mete out justice and save them from un- 
necessary worries, anxieties and troubles to which they are being 
constantly subjected. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEt Sir, may I know when 

my motion No. 11 is likely to come up? As I take it, you, Sir, 
decided that 11 would come first and then 18. 


Mr* PRESIDENT! I have already chosen 13, but baring regard to 
the time at our disposal I think I should allow under that motion a 
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flisjiallyMi <%the cess policy of Governments 'The line of demarca- 
tion I drew between the two ib after ajj very thin. 


Kkm'ph*** ftairiwi AZIZUL HAQUI: May I *hen apeak OB 
thia, 8irP% 


rfr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can. 

«. L # 

•Own Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am afraid I do 
not agree with the point of view which has just been put forward, 
namely, that landlords should be relieved of the responsibility of 
collection, because that is a matter which is so inter-connected with 
many other matters that I think it would be too late to approach the 
amendment of the Cess Act from this point of view. There is another* 
point of view for which relief is needed and ah amendment of the Cess 
Act is urgently required ; and it is that aspect of the question to which 
. I wish to draw attention, namely, the question of the incidence as 
between landlord and tenant. I am quite aware of the fact that the, 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department has for some 
time past been busy in inviting opinions on the subject. All that I 
suggest is that the matter is so urgent that Government should not 
wait ad infinitum simply inviting opinions, but come to a decision 
one wav or the other as to how* the incidence is likely to affect the 
different classes of people in the future. There have been sugges- 
tions notably by our friend, Mr. Thompson, who was a distinguished 
Settlement Officer, and his opinion is accepted by a good section of 
* the people. Whether that opinion iH accepted or another opinion is 
wanted, we want the Government definitely to come out pith a state- 
ment as to how iu the economic circumstances the incidence of taxa- 
tion, so far as the cess rate* is concerned, would affect the different 
classes people; and it is from that aspect of the question that I 
gave notice of my rnotiou with a view to know from Government as 
to when it definitely wants to bring forth the new amending Cess 
Bill. I know that the Hon’ hie Sir Provash Chunder Mitter is likely to 
retire some time in August when the next session will he held. If the 
matte^ be hot taken up before his retirement, the new Member will 
be so ignorant of the state of affairs that' there may be further delay. * 
Whai I suggest is that Government should carry this measure with 
a coritinuitv of policy and that Sir Provash will see to it so kmg as 
be is here, so that a final scheme can be introduced in some form •* 
other i%Ahe July session. I have been emphasising that point for^ 
that reason. It is from another aspect of the question that I wj»t to. 
approach the matter. Much has been said in this House about the 
difficulties of the landlords, but there is another class of people who ** > 
fora the backbone of every country, namely, the middle class. What * 
the dpfoct of the Cess Act has been on them has not been touched 
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upon by any speaker. I speak on this matter from my own personal 
experience because 1 feel that if the question is to be 4 $ all approach- 
ed, .it should be approached from the point of vie# as to how it 
affects the middle classes. Revaluation proceedings have proved 
ruinous and disastrous to the middle class people. I do not mean 
to say that it has been deliberately done by Government. Govern- 
ment did not realise what its ultimate result would be. But now 
the rules and regulations have been so framed thaV it practically 
means disaster to the middle classes, and they are going to get the 
worst of it. I am afraid the middle classes will be practically 
extinguished, and in its place there will arise another class of people 
who will try to make money from the land, and who will try to get 
all their profit from the land. I want that a timely remedy, should 
be fgund because, after all, it is entirely due to the land system that 
this class of people who have a grave stake in the land, who have 
devoted their lives to the land, are suffering. I wish Government 
will discover some remedy so that the men in the middle between the 
tenant and the landlord, as also the body of agricultural people — 
actually cultivators — will be saved from the disaster which is sure to 
come unless the Act is amended. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 10 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

The Hon’Me Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Babn Khetter 
Mohan Ray has addressed the House on two points, namely, the mode 
of assessment and the mode of collection. About assessment, I do 
not want to go into the details of the suggestion I had from the con- 
ference. Many members of this House were members of that con- 
ference, but I may say generally, that practically the unanimous 
recommendation of the conference has been such that I, ah any rate, 
hope that much of the present difficulties of assessment will disappear 
when the Cess Act is amended. Broadly speaking, the House knows 
that in the Act of 1871 and that of 1881, the intended system ^as a 
percentage of net profits. Well, that is no doubt the system with 
regard to the cash rent portion of the zamindart and the tehure- 
holders, but with regard to the khas lands, it is based oh wyair y 
valuation. With regard to many agricultural raiyatt , net profit is 
certainly not the system, although the Hon’ble Mr. Schalch said 
in 1871 that that was the system with regard to agricultural 
tenants ns well. He said that one-third represented rent, one- 
third profits, and one-third cost of cultivation. Now, with our better 
knowledge about the position of the peasant, we know that nothing 
can be wider off the mark than this, but 1 do not blame him. In 
1871 there was no record-of-rights and very little of definite informa- 
tion and so he had no materials to go on. Therefore, the new mode 
of assessment, which is based on certain modification of a suggestion 
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originally made by Mr. Thompson, has been accepted by all parties 
in 'that confedfepce, by members of the praja party, members oi the 
landlords' partjk and others. I have had very valuable assistance 
from these various interests, but 1 will not go into details as it 
is not possible for me to do so in a short speech before this House. 
The broad principle is to get rid of the difficulties of assessment which 
we undoubtedly have at the present moment. Now, Sir, as regards 
the mode of collection, it has been suggested by Mr. Khetter Mohan 
Bay and certain other gentlemen that the landlords ought to be re- 
lieved of the responsibility of collection. I am afraid even amongst 
themselves landlords are by no means unanimous on this opinion. 
Some are of the opinion that if they give up the right to collect, 
they may find themselves in a position that the collector of cesses 
by use of the certificate procedure will more readily collect cess* and 
they will have greater difficulty in collecting their rents. That 
opinion has been expressed to me. The opinion on the other side bat * 
heen equally strongly expressed by such eminent zamindnr » as the # 
* BajayBahadur of Nashipur, J:he Maharaja of Dinajpur and others. 

It has been said by these landlords who do not want the collection to 
go out of their hands, that they do not want a perpetual co-sharer 
in their zamindariet, and that co-sharer represented by the actual 
collection of the cesses may be changing from time to time. How far 
that Is the opinion of the majority of landlords, big and small, I do 
not know. Nor is it easy to ascertain this. On the other hand, 
those who are for relieving themselves of the responsibility of 
collection ^ay that they have to pay the cesses, Hit by kilt, four times 
► a year whether they can collect it from the tenants or not. As a 
matter of fact, generally speaking, they cannot collect to the full 
extent in two HtU , aud their responsibility will be even greater 
when the education cess will be in operation. This question was 
debated on. a resolution moved by the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of 
Dinajpur on behalf of the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur and I then 
pointed out that according to the estimates submitted by the Bonn! . 
of Revenue to the Revenue Department, the cost of direct collection 
would be roughly about Re. 30 lakhs. At present the total collet- 
t.on^is Be. 86 lakhs. I then pointed out if the Rs. 30 lakhs goes • 
for collection — the district boards have to function as they are fufic* 
tvbning now — this Be. 30 lakhs has to come somewhere, and it is 
extremfely likely that both the landlords and tenants will have to pay 
it. How far the tenants will agree to it, is a matter for the praja 
party to say. This question has been discussed to some extent in the 
conference, but 1 cannot yet say whether we shall make this a 
definite item for amendment. Therefore I suggested that if X -could 
get definite suggestions, I would be prepared to get them examined 
by our expert officers. Not only that, no measure will be passed by 
this House and Government shall not take any controversial measure 
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unless || is satisfied that there is a fair amount of unanimity of 
opinion ofi the justice of the case. I should like te hav^some construe 
tive suggestions. So far I have heard only two suggestions, one a 
definite ene by Babu Khetter Mohan Bay; that suggestion was also 
put forward by the outside public; One of the suggestions relates 
* to the collection of cess by union boards, in the same way as they 
collect chaukidari taxes. With regard to that I may point out that 
a zemindar or big tenure-holder may have a property in two districts;, 
he may have a property in 20 union boards, but be may not be a 
resident of any union board. How is the union board to collect the 
taxP The same argument may apply to many zaminddrs who may 
be technically residents of a union, but who may, as a matter of fact, 
-live 12 months of the year in Dacca or Calcutta. Assessment of 
cesses is on property and not on persons as in the case of the chauki* 
dan tax and many petty tenure-holders and even agriculturists may 
Mi actually live in the union. The properties of these small people 
too may be in several unions. The union boards, therefore, hare 
not the same facilities for the collection of cesses as they have for the" 
collection of chaukidari taxes. * 

The other suggestion is that the district board may be authorised 
to collect. Well, the union board suggestion may require a minute's 
Consideration, and under proper conditions and with proper 'Safe- 
guards, it may prove to be suitable, but the district board suggestion 
is not worth a moment’s consideration. Has the district board any 
staff for collection, and to provide for such staff, what will the cost 
beP The district board cannot manage at the same cost the Col- 
lector can, because the Collector deals with all sorts of collections. 
The district board must have n separate staff and the cost will be 
far more than the Rs. 30 lakhs which was placed before me as merely 
an estimate and the work of collection by district boards is not likely 
to be efficient. I do not say we are not prepared to examine the 
matter; in fact we are. If you give us something which would, be 
acceptable to the members of the praja party, to the landlords' party 
and those who are neither landlords nor tenants, we will be prepared 
to consider it If the landlords really want this, let them put their 
beads together and let them come forward with definite suggestions 
and I am always prepared to consider such suggestions. I a jr not 
:onsider mere newspaper paragraphs or empty speeches 
It must be something definite in black and white, and 
I will consider it, and discuss it with the various parties beta* Gov- 
ernment comes to a final decision. 

The Rai Mabasai made reference to the district boards and union 
boards generally. After the observations I have made, I do not 
think I need dilate on the Rai Mahas&i’s suggestion. ^ 

Khan Bahadur Asiiul Haque has put certain question ; one of 
them it when Hie Cess Act is going to be amended, and. anetherls 


prepared to ( 
in the House. 
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Nfe.tlw mcid«ce bitiwtf" Landlords, te^ure>hoiaai im . : msytitr, 
f»M*4r *° b* f and*dhe third is the effect oft the middle Hand owe- 
I hoped that the Khan Bahadur would have been able to 
?w>te more time to the attendance of Cess Conference. He was an 
i£tffcal member of the Cess Conference, hut he had so many other pub- 
is duties to perform, that he could not attend moat meetings of the con- 
renoe. If he could have attended these conferences, very possibly 
S' would not have raised these points. If the Khan Bahadur wants 

> put forward any definite suggestion, this is the time for him to 

> it, as we are now drafting the Bill. In fact, I may inform the 
ouse that the Bill is in preliminary draft and we are examining it. 

; is no good fighting over the Bill ufter it has !>een <M)»uplet©d in 
accordance with the recommendations of all parties, and 1 am sure 
r ~e Khan Bahadur who is always anxious to put forward construe- 
;jv# suggestions will appreciate this. I cau assure the Khan Bahadur 
' J hat any definite suggestions that come from him will he very oaf*- 
fully considered, and the sooner I get them the hetter. ^ 

\ Babu Sotish Chandra Ray Chowdhury was also an original member 
Df the Cess Conference; he could not attend except on the last day 
<and ha made certain suggestions many of whirh he would not havfc 
made had lie attended the earlier meetings. The Secretary, however, 
} haa 'Written to him for his suggestions, hut none has been forthcoming 
yet. I oau assure the House that not a day will he lost, we are anxious 
finish the things as quickly as possible, hut it is no good promising 
to do such and such a thing by a certain date. Our present expecta- 
tion is that we shall be able to introduce the Bill in the next session 
of the Council. It does not matter at all whether the present Revenue 
Member is then the Revenue Member or not. Government policy is 
Government policy, and it is determined by Government as a whole, 
the materials are there and there is every expectation that the matter 
will come before the Council next session. If the Khan Bahadur hud 
seen the items of the conference, and in particular what Mr. Thompson 
presipd for, then perhaps he would not have troubled to put hit third 
question, namely, the effect on the middle classes. The system is 
such that these questions cannot arise at all. 

On the amendment question I do not think l can usefully add 
anything else, but I would like to point out that pending the amend- 
RMtot we have taken certain steps which we might or might not have 
taken if the amendment was not before Government and which we 
might or might not have taken if the economic depression was not 
with ns. Those steps are calculated to tide over the difficulty during 
the intervening few months. There are some other matters about 
which motions have been tabled by members which they may not be 
able to move or 1 at any rate may not have an opportunity of dedKa g 
with. But I may say that even if the amending Bill cannot be' 
introduce# within a comparatively early date, the steps that wdlgve'. 
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taken in the meantime will enable us to get over much o! the di&eifiify 
experienced over the administration of the Cess Act. Sir, one word 
more and 1 have done. 

A suggestion has been made that we were sleeping over the amend* 
ment question. That is not so. The problems involved in the 
amendment are by no means so easy as some members seem to ima- 
gine. The memorandum which we have prepared on the subject for 
our own use took immense labour and required close examination. 
We had to analyse the record-of-rights for many districts; we had to 
analyse the cess revaluation papers for many districts ajad if the con- 
ference were held a year earlier, we should not have been in such a 1 
satisfactory position as to be able to place before the conference full 
and proper materials, as those who are familiar with settlement 
proceedings and rural economy. Men like Mr. Thompson and Khan 
Bahadur Abdul Momin would, 1 hope, agree that it would have been 
far more difficult, but now with these materials before us we should 
have a much better grip over the realities of the position than we 
should have, say, a year earlier. Therefore that is one additional 
reason why I am hoping that the amending Bill will be placed before 
the Council next autumn or earlier. 

The motion which stood in the joint names of Maulvi Abdul 
Hamid Shah and Maulvi Abdul Hakim was then put and lost. 

At this stage the time allotted for the discussion of “5 — Land 
Revenue” having expired, all other motions failed. 

The main motion that a sum of Its. 87,94,000 be gf anted for 
expenditure uuder the head “5 — Land Revenue” was put and agreed to. 


6 — Excite. 

The Hon'blt Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to 'move 

that a sum of Rs. 17,05,000 be granted for expenditure under* the 
head ”6-— Excise”* 

In placing the demand before the House, besides giving a gene- 
ral resume of the excise policy of Government during the last one 
year, I propose to explain the fall in excise revenue, to state how far 
we have succeeded in giving effect to some of the promises which I 
made last year to the House, and also to submit how far the recom- 
mendations of the Retrenchment Committee have been accepted by 
the Ministry to, reduce the expenditure of the department. 

As before, the policy has been one of jnaximum revenue for mini- 
mum consumption. Strict control has been maintained over the site 
and number of shops, and the hours of sale through the licensing 




„ both in Calcutta as well as in the mu fatal. Ia*thi4 oottneo- 
f should mention that u I promised last year the Idoensing 
Docra for Calcutta has been reconstituted with two representatives 
of the Calcutta Corporation on it. The policy of encouraging edu- 
cated young men to take excise licenses has also been followed. Itt 
pursuance of that policy the initial deposit has been reduced from 
1J months’ fees to that of 15 days, so that the consumption of excisable 
;les, and edhsequently the excise revenue, has fallen considerably. 


* ^fcbe decrease in consumption specially of country spirit is mainly 
due to economic causes, to the decreased purchasing power of the 
consumers owing to lower wages, fall in the price of agricultural 
products, the slump in jute, tea and coal industries which necessitated 
not only a reduction of wages on account of curtailment of working 
hours of the mills but also of the discharge of a large number of 
labourers. 


, Though the fall is generally due to economic causes, that in 
country spirit is largely attributable to an increase — an enormous 
increase, in illicit distillation in the districts of the Burdw&n division, 
Calcutta, 24-Parganas, Murshidabad, Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri. 
The present retail selling prices especially in the industrial areas of 
Calcutta, 24-Parganas, Hooghlv and Howrah appear to In* too high 
in consideration of the reduced purchasing power of the people. 
Those who art* addicted to drinking rannot afford to pay for it and 
naturally they take to illicit distillation or purchasing of illicit liquor. 
The present retail price of a bottle of 23 ot. of country spirit in the 
industrial areas is approximately Its. 3-1 and in non-industrial areas 
Re. 1-5, while the price of illicit liquor varies from Re* 1 to Re. 1-3 
in Calcutta and 12 annas to Re. 1-4 in the immediate neigh bourhood 
of Calcutta, and far less iu the outlying districts. These causes have 
brought about an increase in the consumption of illicit distillation 
and a fall in the consumption of licit liquor. Thus Government aw 
gradually becoming doubtful of the policy of minimum consumption 
for maximum revenue. It is really minimum revenue from the con- 
sumption of minimum licit liquor. This has led Government to thinl 
seriously whether a change of policy is not now desirable. The bud 
get estimate for the current year is Rs. 1,68,00,000. The reviset 
estimate is Rs. 1,39,00.000 which is also the budget estimate for th< 
next year. The expenditure also shows a slight decrease. 


The revised estimate generally follows the sanctioned estimate 
anal! savings being anticipated under the head “Presidency estsb 
lisbment” owing to the non-utilisation in full of the provision to 
“Pay of officers” and “Contingencies” and under “Cost price 0 
opium supplied to the Excise Department” due to smaller quantise 
of opium having been indented from Gharipu? than anticipated, owinj 
to the fafi in consumption. The partial withdrawal of the percents# 
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cut in salaries with effect from 1st April, 1933, accounts lor tlie increased 
provision in the estimate for 1933-34 under the heads “Pay 
of officers” and “Pay of establishment”. Provision for the cost of 
a Superintendent of Excise which it is proposed to abolish has been 
omitted and provision for smaller expenditure on “Rewards” has 
been made as a measure of retrenchment in the next year’s estimate 
which otherwise generally follows the current year’s revised budget 
estimate. e 

The Retrenchment Committee recommended that the number of 
district charges should be reduced from 25 to 16 and that 10 of these 
charges should be put in charge of senior inspectors. The ques- 
tion has been very carefully considered. The department have agreed 
to amalgamate Jessore and Khulna, Pabna and Bogra, besides the 
existing combined charge of Noakhali and Tippera. The number of 
excise charges outside Calcutta will thus come down to 23 in place 
of the existing number 25. 

With regard to the question of reduction in the cadre of superin- 
tendents, the department have agreed to reduce the number from 21 
to 16, viz., 2 Calcutta charges, personal assistant to the Commis- 
sioner of Excise, 12 district charges in place of 6 recommended by 
the Retrenchment Committee and 1 training reserve. It was not 
practicable to accept the recommendations m toto and we cannot 
weaken the department still further. 

In recommending the grouping of districts for excise charges the 
Retrenchment Committee have taken the excise revenue, the number 
of shops and the number of excise prosecutions and the number of 
eases detected, as the criteria for judging the amount of work done 
in each district, but besides these points the other factors, e.g. y faci- 
lities of communications, extent of area, the distance between shops, 
the distance intervening between the headquarters and the station in 
which the officers are posted, malpractice of vendors, compactness 
or otherwise of the areas in which excise crimes are prevalent — these 
also should be taken into consideration in judging the amount of 
work in a particular district. The excise revenue is naturally an 
elastic oue and close supervision over shops and subordinate staffs 
is always necessary to minimise the chance of leakage. Combina- 
tion of district charges like Bankura and Midnapore, Hooghly and 
Howrah, Nadia and Murshidabad, Faridpur and Bakarganj, Chitta- 
goug-Noakhali and Tippera, Pabna and Itajshahi, Rangpur and 
Bogra, Malda and Dinajpur are not practicable in view of various 
difficulties which I do not propose to dilate upon at this stage. 
Apart from the objections against amalgamation of particular dis- 
tricts, the present i» hardly a suitable time for weakening the super- 
vising staff in view of the increase in illicit distillation, resulting in 
a heavy fall in excise revenue. 
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Tfcc Retrenchment Committee have recommended the abolition o i 
two poet* of inapector and three poet* of sub-inspector in the Exciae 
Intelligence Bureau and Government have accepted these recom- 
mendation*. In the cadre of inapector* the recommendation* are for 
the abolition of three poet*, one at Jalpaiguri and two at Mymenaingh. 

It has been decided to abolish one of these posts at Mymensingh, and 
the other has {wsen decided to he retained. In view of the large in- 
crease in illicit distillation in the tea gardens of Jalpaiguri, it ha« 
been decided to retain the post of inspector in that district. 

The recommendation for the abolition of three posts of inspector 
forming the leave reserve of the cadre of inspectors and their replace- 
ment by three sub-inspectors has also been accepted by Government. 
Abolition of three posts of inspectors forming the leave reserve ip the 
cadre of superintendents and creation of one post of sub-inspector a* 
recommended by the Retrenchment Committee have been agreed to 
by Government. 

[ It being 7 p.m. <»f the clock,] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. We shall have the pleasure of 
hearing the Hon’ble Minister continue his speech to-morrow. I must 
adjourn the Council now. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 16th 
March. 11)63, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 16th March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chauijhuhi, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 99 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Mymonsingh-Tangail Road. 

•58. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: (a) Will the 
Jlou’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state what steps are being taken by the Government 
regarding completion of the works on the Mymeusingh-Tangail dtoad 
that has been taken up under the recommendation of the Road Hoard ? 

(6) How far has the work of construction of the said road progressed? 

(c) What amount out of the total sum sanctioned for the said road 
has been spent up to date? 

(d) What are the details, if any, of the works done up to date? 

(e) By what time is the work expected to be finished ? 


MINISTER in ahargt of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prated Singh Roy): (a) Government 

have sanctioned an estimate for Rs. 3,40,795 and allotted Rs. 50,000 
during the current year. 
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(I) and (d) The district board which is carrying out the work engag- 
ed a Contractor in the middle of December. Since then it has been 
possible only to start collection of materials and brick-making. 

(e) Rupees 438-14. 

(e) By the end of March, 1936. 


Dates for non-offlcial visitors to visit Barlumipur Jail. 

*59. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashi- 
pur: (o) With reference to the starred question No. 8 answered on 20th 
February last, will the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Political 
(.Tails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that in the 
Berhampur Tail dates for non-official visits have been fixed by the 
Magistrate and that letters have been issued to the non-official visitors to 
visit the jail only during the week-ends of a certain month and not on 
other t dnysp 

<M If the answer to CD is in the affirmative, will the Hou'ble 
Mem tier l»e pleased to state the reason as to why Jail Code Rule No. 64 
has not been followed in this caseP 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) A roster is prepared bv the 
District Magistrate who is Chairman of the Hoard of Visitors and com- 
inunicoted to the visitor in the following terms: “I havejhe honour to 
inform you that your turn of visit to this jail falls during the week 

ending ” The questioner appear to have mistaken “week 

ending” for week-end. 

A visitor of the jail is of course allowed to visit at any other time 
besides that on the roster which is only intended to secure a minimum 
of periodical visits. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Temporary settled Sundartoan estates. 

•SS. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: (a) Will the Hnn’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a list of the temporary settled Sundarban estates of the 24-Par- 
ganas which are held under the Grant Rules of 1853 and 1879 and in 
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rwpect of which the land revenue has been recently reduced and a fresh 
lease in the revised form granted, mentioning the following particular 
in each case: — 

(1) the name of the holder of the estates, 

(2) the revenue formerly paid for the estates, in terms of re-settle- 

ment, 

(3) the reduction of land revenue effected by increasing the land- 

holders’ profits under the fifth clause of the standard form of 
renewed lease, 

(4) the reduction of land revenue effected by granting the settle- 

meut-holders an additional allowance for the maintenance 
of embankments under the said clause; and 

| '5 ) the rate of such additional allowance actually granted in each 
case for embankment charges? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether in the 
recent revised rules for the resettlement of the estates held under the 
Grant Rules of 1853 and 1879, a differential treatment has Wen made 
between the aforesaid two classes of estates, with particular reference 
to the granting of special allowance for embankment charges? 

(c) Is the Hon ’hie Member aware that the holders of the Snndarhan 
estates under the Rules of 1853 have also to maintain embankments and 
other protective works to keep their lands in a condition fit for culti- 
vation P 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Member W pleased to state why no addi- 
tional allowance has been added to the profits of the holders of the 
estates, as has been done in the case of estates held under the Rules of 
1879? 

MEMBER in oharga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Hr Provaih Ohundor Mittor): («) (1) to (5) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) and (d) In the order passed in a number of cases the percentage 
of assessment was based on the terms of the original contracts as em- 
bodied in the leases of 1853 and 1879 respectively. No differential 
treatment was made except such as follows from the difference in the 
terms of renewal of the original leases. In view of the gross profit of 
66J per cent, that was left to the grantees of leases of 1853 as against 
an allowance of 35 per cent, that was left to the grantees of leases of 
1879, no special allowance for embankment charge was justified in the 
case of 1853 leases. 

(c) Under the revised lease the holders will be bound to maintain 
the embankments dr other works necessary to keep the lands fit for 
cultivation. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to atoned question No. 60 (a). 


Statement showino keyence or certain Scndarrans lots in 
THE 24 -PaBQANAS. 
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Qrttmli under the Rule* of 1S79. 

H* a. 

P. 

Ha. 


R*. 

Per 

Ha. 

%m 

Haramohan Ohnah Mid other* 

844 0 

0 

4.983 

335 

1,083 

cent. 

16 

3,545 

1437 

A mill Kumar Hov Choudhury 
* and other*. 

2,548 0 

0 

8,390 

800 

1.799 

15 

5,997 

1440 

8urja Kanta Mov Omudhury 

812 n 

0 

3,047 

217 

853 

13 

2,177 

2712 ; 

Joydeb 8arkar and other* 

1,420 0 

0 

4,588 

328 

983 

13 

3,275 

2822 

Radhakanta 8ur and other* 

750 0 

0 

5.243 

374 

1.124 

15 

3.746 

2731 

HuaII Kumar Hoy Ctunidhurv 

938 0 

0 

3.954 

423 

1,276 

15 

4,253 

2733 

Shaikh Metier All and other* 

938 0 
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15 I 

5,024 

1302 

Hov Hattndra Nath 4’houd* 
hur? 

750 0 

0 

4,802 

3*7 

348 
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2714 

Ham Uorul I >a* Na*kar atid 
and other*. 

1,055 0 

0 

4,420 

318 

631 

10 
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2 <W 7 
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035 15 
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8.579 
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Bejoy Krishna Chakra varty 
and other* 

1.800 0 
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4,870 
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10 
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2741 

Maidndra Nath Mandal 

035 13 
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5,301 

385 

770 

10 

4,236 

2722 
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Hart Charan Pal, truatee to 
tlie eaUte of laU- Am Idea 
Charan Pal 

038 0 

0 

7,321 

523 

523 

6 

6,276 

2712 

Sarat Kumar Daa and other* 

843 4 10 

4,148 

298 

740 

12* 

3,110 

2711 

Harida* Baau and other* 

848 0 

0 | 

3,255 

233 

465 

10 

2,567 

2710 

Amarendra Nath Dey and 
other*. 

885 0 

0 

8,230 

231 

232 

5 

2.770 

2740 

Hoy Manntolha Nath Hitter 
Bahadur. 

938 0 

0 

5,948 

425 

849 

10 

2,872* 

2730 

Ditto 

938 0 
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7,019 
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10 
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The Maheah Ch under Land 
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tural laprormecl Co., 

208 0 

0 

LI 73 

84 

251 

15 

8*4 

sets 

Cpaadia Nath Chatter J« and 
other*. 

938 0 

0 

6,991 

428 

866 

10 

4,707 



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Promotion of assistant sub-inspectors to the grade of sub-inspectors in 
the Caloutta Police. 

48. Mr. A. F. M. ABOUR-RAHMAN: <«) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
her in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the number 
of assistant sub-inspectors promoted to the grade of sub-inspectors and 
the number of literate constables promoted to the grade of assistant sub- 
inspectors in the Calcutta Police since 1930, aud how many of them a#» 
Muslims? 
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(I)” Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on tbe table a state- 
meat lowing the number of total recruits classed as literate constables 
in Calcutta since 1930, and how many of them are Muslims? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 

Mr. W. D. R> Prentice): (o) Five assistant sub-inspectors, all Hindus, 
and 23 literate constables, of wliom 16 were Hindus and T Muslims. 

(b) Thirty-tvto, of whom 8 were Muslims. 


Road Cess Act. 

50. Babu 8UK LAL NAG: (o) Will the Hon'hle Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state whetlier the 
Government ore considering the desirability of — 

(/) appointing a committee to inquire into the hardships and 
grievances arising out of the administration of the Road 
(V$« Act ; and 

(it) providing either by mips, if possible, or by amendment of the 
existing laws, tor the revision of assessments by competent 
Judicial officers of Government, and for regulating the 
imposition of imposts and for allowing appeals before the 
ordinary civil courts? 

(b) What pcnentape of the total toad ce*s realised is appropriated 
by Government, and for what leason? 

(c) Do Government propose makinp any |w>ment to the zamiiulars 
for the collet tion of road cess? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MUTER: (a) (i) and (it) 
Some cases of hardship in certain districts have been brought to the 
notice of Government and Government have already made considerable 
progress towards amendment of the (Vss Act. Subject to what is stated 
above the answer is in the negative. 

(b) No percentage is appropiiated by Government but costs of col- 
lection of cp«s in the tauzi and certificate departments are recouped 
by Govern men t. 

The amount deducted in the year 1931-32 represented less than 4 per 
cent, of the total current demand. 

(c) No. 

Maulvi EYED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
assessment of cess according to section 24 before the deletion of the 
note has been entailing great hardship upon tenants ? 
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Tftt Hon’bU Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The question 
was fully dealt with yesterday. I have nothing further to add. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Yesterday it might have been a 
speech, but I want an answer to my question to-day. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
further to add. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Are we to understand 
from the llon’ble Member’s answer that Government have definitely 
decided not to appoint a committee to inquire into the question of the 
amendment of the Cess Act as promised by him sometime ago? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The conference 
consists of representatives of various sections of the House which has ken 
flitting for sometime past. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether he proposes to revise cess assessment in the light 
of the new view of the section? 

Thi Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have already 
said yesterday what we propose to do. It is impossible in the course of 
an answer to a question to go into the matter. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: I do not remember what the Hon’ble 
Member said. Perhaps I was not present. Will the Hon’ble Member 
be so good as to repeat them now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not possible. 

Death rate in Bengal due to epidemic diseases. 

SI. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware of the 
appalling death rate in Bengal due to epidemic diseases such as cholera, 
muall-pox, etc., during the month of January last? 

(b) What was the total number of deaths due to the epidemic 
diseases annually, during each year since 1930? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
diseases responsible for so many deaths daily are preventable or not? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what preventive 
measures were taken by the Government and with what results? 

(e) What steps have the Government taken to prevent— 

(£) cholera, 

(ii) small-pox, and 
(mi) influensa? 
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(ft What amount ol money has been spent each year during the 
last tea years for the prevention of epidemic disease®? 


The Hffl'bl* Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) The state- 
ment laid on the table shows that the death rate in January from 
epidemic diseases was not unusually high. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) These diseases are classed as preventable diseases. 

(d) and (e) Government do not curry out preventive measures; the 
local authorities are responsible for these. But at times of emergency 
the Department of Public Health assists the local authorities by 
deputing doctors and sanitary inspectors and by supplying vaccines 
against cholera and small-pox: the department also ussists in propa- 
ganda to educate the public as regards the prevention of epidemic 
disease. 

(/) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to hi the answer to vn starred question No, 3 1 (ti), 
showing the deaths from epidemic diseases in the Bengal Presi- 
dency during the four ireels of January t 1933, compared with 
those of the corresponding four weeks of 1032 and with the last 
fire years' average. 


Year. * * 

| < "holers. 

Ratio 

I»er 1111110 . 

Small- 

pox. 

Ratio 
[w?r null**. 

Influenza. 

Ratio 
jH»r mill*. 

1933 

1,489 

*02 

740 

•01 

• 

63 

•001 

1932 

5,068 

j 1 

187 

•003 

35 

•0007 

1928-32 

j 3.340 

■(>6 

475 

•009 

38 

! 

•0007 


Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 31 (b) t 
showing the deaths from epidemic diseases in the Bengal Presi- 
dency during the years 1930-32. 



Cholera. 

Hmall-pox. 

Influenza. 

Year. 

Number 
of death*. 

Ratio 
per mille. 

Number 
of deaths. 

Ratio 
per roilt*. 

Number 
of deaths. 

Ratio 
fier mille. 

1930 

54,903 

1 -2 

11,208 

•2 

3,171 

.j 

1931 

79,073 

1-6 

9,207 

•2 

4,714 

•1 

1933 (Jan. to 
Sept) 

30,149 


6,957 


2.435 
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Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 51 (/), 
showing the amount during the last ten years for the prevention 
of epidemic diseases. 


1922- 23— Rs. 1,47,304. 

1923- 24— Rs. 1,31,997. 

1924- 25— Rs. 3,33,363. 

1925- 26 — Rs. 2,45,343. 

1926- 27 — Rs. 4,44,953. 


1927- 28— Rs. 5,53,234. 

1928- 29— Rs. 4,69,561. 

1929- 30— Rs. 2,49,315. 

1930- 31— Rs. 2,99,075. 

1931- 32— Rs. 3,05,751. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

6 — Excise. 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I was speak- 
ing yesterday on the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee 
that hove been accepted by the department. Besides those already 
mentioned, the department have agreed to reduce the number of sub- 
inspectors by 10 in districts other than Calcutta and the 24-Parganas as 
against the recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee to reduce 
the number by 37. Furt her reduction will weaken the department too 
much and under the circumstances it is not possible to accept the 
recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee in full. 

The recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee about the reduc- 
tion of petty officers 1ms also been very carefully considered and in view 
of the very large increase in illicit distillation the department find it 
impossible to accept any reduction there. 

As regards rewards, the department has agreed to reduce it to 
Rs. 27,000 from Rs. 40,000. Further reduction is not possible in the 
present circumstances. 

The recommendation about the fees to the law officer has been 
accepted. 

Sir, the ultimate saving which the department has accepted would be 
about Rs. 1,96,000, which is more than that recommended bv the 
Retrenchment Committee. Sir, with these few words I commend my 
motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to move that the 

demand of Rs, 36,100 under the head “6A — Excise — Superintendence — 
Other gasetted officers” be reduced by Rs. 14,400. 

Sir, this is a purely economic question. I remember to have brought 
forward a similar motion last year when I indicated that in the face of a 
heavy deficit one of the posts of Deputy Commissioner of Excise 
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might be dispensed with. The Hon’ble Minister was theu pleased to say 
in reply that these two Deputy Commissioners had different duties 
assigned to them, one being in charge of distilleries and the other in 
charge of supervision of the district works and that, therefore, both of 
them were necessary. If that was the position, what is done by the 
Excise Commissioner himself Y For aught we know he should now be 
in charge of the entire work of supervision. And further when there 
are superintendents iu almost all the districts, perhaps this work of 
supervision of the viufassal work requiring the retention of a whole- 
time officer at such a high pay might he considered redundant especially 
in view of the extreme financial stringency of the whole province. 

With these few words I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The Hoft’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I can only 
repeat what I said last year that oiiginally there were three Deputy 
Commissioners of Excise and on the recommendation of the Retrench- 
ment Committee that was appointed in 1922, the number was reduced 
to two.* Of these two officers, one is in charge of the distilleries and 
he is also the Collector of Calcutta and the other is in charge of ware- 
houses and is also in charge of superintendence over excise charges 
throughout the province outside Calcutta, which is a very heavy charge. 
The Retrenchment Committee went into this question very carefully and 
even that committee could not suggest any reduction in the number of 
Deputy Commissioners. Mr. Mullick asks: what does the Excise Com- 
. nrissioner do? Sir, he is the head of the department and naturally he 
has got many things to do, this much I can say. It is not possible for 
me to reiterate all his duties on the floor of this House: he has got to 
supervise the work of the superintendents in charge of the 2fi districts, 
of inspectors, of innumerable sub-inspectors and the two Excise Deputy 
Commissioners, and he is responsible generally for the administration 
of the department. So he is by no means a lightly-worked officer. In 
this view of the matter, I hope the hon’hle mover will withdraw his 
motion. 

The motion wan then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 



Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 83,000 under the head “OA— Excise — Superintendence*’ 
be reduced bv Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the policy and the 
extravagant nature of the expenditure). 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has told us how far he has gone to accept 
the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee with regard to his 
department and he has given us an assurance that there has been a reduc- 
tion of Ra. 1,28,000 on the whole. But far from looking upon that as 
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quite satisfactory, I am sorry, I have to characterise the report of the 
Retrenchment Committee itself on this matter as toe timid and too 
inadequate. We have to remember that the work of the Excise Depart- 
ment has become considerably reduced. That is a fact which has got to 
be borne in mind, I know that the Excise Department performs two 
different functions. On the one hand it has got to maintain a preventive 
service in order to prevent illicit distillation of liquor, and on the other 
it has got to look after the entire trade and business in fiquor and drugs. 

So far as the second part of their business is concerned, we have got to 
remember that the work has been reduced to less than half of what it 
was. Well, that is indicated by the dwindling of the revenue from 
Excise from three crores in the past to Rs. 1 ,.‘19 lakhs estimated in the 
budget, and the chances are that the actual income will be much less. 
That shows that the consumption of wine, spirits and other drugs has 
been correspondingly reduced. So far as the supervision of the trade is 
concerned, it has thus been reduced by more than half, and what about 
the expenditure? Has it gone down in any way in the same proportion? 
Looking at the figures we find that so far as the expenditure on super- 
vision is concerned, it has been practically maintained at a uniform level. 
In 192940 it was Rs. 1,15,000; in 190041 it was Rs. 1,17, (KM); in 190142 
it was Its. 1 ,12,000; and in 190240 it was Rs. 1,00,000; and then we are 
budgeting for Rs. 1,15,000 again. Now, Sir, as a business proposition 
it seems to be extraordinary tbut the expenditure on the supervision 
should remain steady although the work, as indicated by the income 
of excise revenue, has been going down so low. Sir, it may lie said that 
the Retrenchment Committee has investigated the matter and has arrived 
at the conclusion that certain things cannot be done. I submit that 
the work lias been done by the Retrenchment Committee from an 
altogether wrong point of view. They have tried to examine the post 
of each officer uud ask themselves whether that particular officer is sitting 
idle. That is not the way of setting about the sort of retrenchment needed 
in these hard times. They have got to ask themselves whether the same 
service that is being done by these officers could noi be done at a much 
leBS cost : whether the whole department could not be reorganised on a 
basis upon which the same service could be done by a lesser number of 
men. The Retrenchment Committee's report does not give any evidence 
of any attempt on their part to investigate the question from this point 
of view. On the contrary, the reasons they have given for the retention 
of certain posts and for the non-reduction of certain offices are certainly 
not very communicative in character. Take, for instance, the question 
of the retention of the posts of the Deputy Commissioners of Excise. 
The reason for the. retention of these posts is given by them as follows: — 

“We are satisfied that both of them are fully occupied in the per- 
formance of very responsible duties.” 
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TfcMr is not taking the public and the Council into their confidence 
as to the reasons for their retention. Similarly, iu dealing with other 
matters they do not give sufficient reasons. Take, for instance, the 
question of reverting to the system by which the subdivision!! officers 
and district officers were entrusted with excise work. The conclusion 
at which they arrived at is as follows: — 

“Finally we have come to the conclusion that this is not advisable. 
The savings which will be effected depend largely on the extent to which 
subdi visional officers may be able to undertake this additional work 
without further assistance.’* 

Now, I ask, have they calculated the savings ? If they hu\e not, they 
have not set about their work in a proper way. T ask, why should there 
be no savings if subdivisional officers take up this work? They can 
undoubtedly do this in many subdivisions. Of course in some subdivi- 
sions they will perhaps require assistance. An inquiry should have been 
made as to how the system would work with reference to each subdivision, 
and if any assistance is to be given to any subdivisional officer, what 
the cost of that would conic to? Now it lias been said that there will 
be demand for additional staff. That is merely an apprehension. The 
reasons given by the committee show that the matter has not been 
investigated. And m> on and so forth. I submit that the Retrench- 
ment Committee has not gone into their business iti the right a ay in 
this matter. Having regard to the dwindling of revenue to nearly half, 
it seems extraordinary that the expenditure cannot be reduced at ull. 
Jt ought npt to be beyond the resouices or the ingenuity of tin* high 
.officials in the Secretariat to find out an alternative by which some 
service could be rendered, in spite of what has been recommended by 
the Retrenchment Committee, at a lesser cost. In order to draw t lie 
attention of Government to this ami to call for an investigation into the 
matter in a right fashion and in order to have ruthless retrenchment, to 
which the llon'hie Mr. Woodhead referred in his opening speech on the 
budget, I move this cut. 

The Hoit’bk Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, in moving 
thin cut Dr. Sen Guptu has criticised more the Retrenchment Committee 
than he has advanced reasons in support of his motion. I am not 
responsible for the work of the Retrenchment Committee; so I cannot 
help him there. He has suggested that the work of the department has. 
certainly gone down by half because the revenue has gone down 
considerably. 

Dr. NARCSH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I said one branch of its 
work. 

Tt» Hea’We Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: He said that the 
trade side of the department has gone down considerably. It might 



m demandforgbaft. 

lye so, but it is from the business point of view that it is not possible to 
out down the establishment further than what has been done. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Are not the businessmen 

cutting down their expenditure? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It may be so, 

but it certainly does not follow that you can reduce yohr expenditure to 
the extent the revenue has fallen. In this connection I would remind 
the hon’ble member as well as the mover of this motion of the very large 
increase in illicit distillation. It is the duty of the officers of the depart- 
ment to check illicit distillation because it is also a part of their business 
to check it as Government are losing revenue on account of this illicit 
distillation and it requires a large staff to do so, especially when the 
public does not come forward to help the department. 

Dr. Ben Gupta has further suggested that the department should have 
been reorganised. Sir, I do not think that the Retrenchment Committee 
went into the question of reorganisation. They only suggested some 
retrenchments and this department more than any other department has 
accepted the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee. I do 
not think that anything further could have been done without impairing 
the efficiency of the department or without injuring the revenue of 
Government. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Bttbu AMULYADHAN RAY: Sir, I beg to move the motion that 
stands against my name. It runs then— 

“That the demand of Rs. 83,001) under the head ‘GA— Excise— - 
Superintendence’ he reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention of the 
Government to make adequate provision for the appointment of the 
depressed classes or scheduled castes in the department).” 

Depressed classes form one-fourth of the entire population of the 
province and practically half of the Hindu population and they, like 
my Moslem brethren, are producers of national wealth which maintain 
the whole system of the administration. In the name of justice and 
equity members from that class should be recruited in proportion to 
their population in every branch of the service to carry on that adniinis- 
tration. Depressed classes do not want to give up that Aryan profession 
of agriculture for the sake of appointment which is a bare necessity *6 
give an impetus in the minds of the people towards education and we 
will never replace agriculture by service, but some appointments are 
necessary to encourage education and I dare say without education of 
the people devoid of any elementary knowledge of A. B. C. onr future 
twaraj will be another name for the autocratic administrative machinery 
(.of the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice. 
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Recruitmeht of the members of the depressed classes should be 
provided in proportion to their population from another point of view. 
Want of sympathy towards our candidates for appointment at the hands 
of those who have made public services a profession of their own and 
absence of new relations to perform that art of process commonly known 
os ta&birr make a statutory provision necessary. 

I do not suggest that disqualified candidates of the depressed 
classes should be appointed. There is now no dearth of our qualified 
candidates under the rules who are loitering in the street for want of 
employment. In the whole Excise and Salt Department from the 
Commissioner of Excise down to the menial orderly there is only one 
inspector, one or two sub-inspectors belonging to the scheduled castes. 
So far as the appointment of clerks is concerned, the circular of the 
Appointment Department issued on the 28th April, 1981, has been 
treated as a mere waste paper by the authorities of the Excise Depart- 
ment. In view of this state of affairs, adequate provision for the 
appointment of the members of the scheduled castes in proportion to their 
population should be made without delay. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is my 
duty to oppose this motion. At the outset I can assure the hou’ble 
mo\er tlmt Government have every sympathy for this proposal and 
they have given practical proof of that sympathy by appointing 
candidates of depressed classes whenever it has been possible for them 
to do so. As « matter of fad it is only the appointment rules of this 
department that contain a special provision for the appointment of 
candidates of the depressed classes and us there was no appointment 
made lust year and no appointments would he made this year, no 
appointment could be given to any member of any class. I can only 
repeat the assurance which I gave, I think, to Mr. Mullick last year 
that whenever appointments would be made, the claims of the depressed 
classes would be very carefully considered, subject to a minimum test 
of efficiency. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

BMW AMULYADHAN RAY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Ra. 88,000 under the head “6A— Excise— Superintendence" be 
reduced by Re. 100 (to draw attention of Government for granting 
licenses for excise shops to the depressed classes of scheduled castes). 

Sir, the Hon ’We Minister is repeating year after year that the policy 
of the department in regard to the grant of licenses has been to give 
preference to the educated bhadralok class. That policy may be 
advantageous to those classes who have got a backing, but that policy 
13 
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ii not helping our young men who^ove^ to stand ’ on tfeeirrcwn legs. 
Several of our educated young men of substantial means applied for 
licenses, but their cases have not been considered. Jherefore steps 
should be taken to consider applications from members of the depressed 
classes. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: Mr. President, Sir, I have only one observa- 
tion to make. Mr, Ray suggests that licenses for holding excise shops 
should be granted in larger number to the members "of the depressed 
or scheduled classes. Any one who knows the condition of Bengal 
will bear me out when I assert that license for holding excise shops 
had been the monopoly of a particular scheduled castes for the last 
200 years. The Sundis have been selling wines and spirits from time 
immemorial all over Bengal and it was to break this monopoly that the 
Government a few years ago expressed the intention of granting 
licenses to the young men of the bhadrnlok class. The people belong- 
ing to the community of Mr. Ray might not have been able to secure 
licenses but it is not true to say that in granting them the scheduled 
castes have been overlooked. The Sundis had been there all along and 
fhey are still there in large numbers and so I fail to find any justifica- 
tion in the complaint of Mr. Ray against the Government on this 
particular matter. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I desire to say a few words in support of 
this resolution. I think it should be the policy of Government not to 
encourage young men of other communities to take out excise licenses. 
As stated by Mr. Guha, it has been the monopoly for 200 years of a parti- 
«mlar class, namely, the Suri*, one of the scheduled classes who. have 
enjoyed this privilege. This profession is always eondemnad by the 
Hindu ShattniM. Therefore the upper class Hindus or, as a matter of 
fact, most members of the community to which Mr. Ray belongs will 
refuse to take out these licenses. My point is that it should be given 
only to those people who have been enjoying it for years and years. It 
should be the policy of Government that they should not atteiqpt to 
demoralise other members of the Hindu community. They must now 
ahange their policy and i evert to the old system of giving out these 
licensee to those people who have a legitimate claim to it. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, for almost the same 

reasons advanced by Mr. Banerji, I beg to oppose this motion. Mr. Ray 
in moving the previous motion referred to the depressed classes os the 
people who produce the wealth of India. If he wants the interests of 
these classes to be adequately safeguarded, it would be up to him to 
do his utmost to prevent them from taking to this nefarious trade* 

Reverend ft* A. NAG: Sir, I feel like congratulating the Hon’ble 
Minister that the subordinates working under him have not seen their 
way to invite the depressed classes, particularly the Namasudras, into 



183|J>. DEMAND FOR GRANT. *■ m 

, thinl^jTfilising trade. I ant aprry to find our brethren of the Name- 
sudra^oommunity who. ai$ alleged to belong to the depreseed classes 
desiring to enter into the liqtior trade. I was beginning to believe that 
; they were advanced enough to know evil for evil and to-day I have 
been Aoroughly undeceived by my friend pleading for the young men 
of his Community to take licenses of these excise shops. I congratulate 
the Hon’ble Minister that he has not made it possible for them to get 
these licenses. , 

The Hoo’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, as I have 
often repeated, it has been the policy of Government to encourage 
educated members of the bhadralok classes to take out licenses for excise 
shops and Government, of course, do not consider educated members of 
the depressed classes as not educated bhadralokM, So, when they grant 
licenses, they do it irrespective of the caste to which the candidates 
belong. In the opinion of Government Mr. Ray is as much an educated 
bhadralok as Mr. Hanerji, and they are both qualified to take out licenses 
tor these shops according to the canons laid down by Government. So, 
Mr. Ray need not complain about this mutter. So Mr. Ray need not 
complain that his community has been shut out from this privilege. 
'Asa matter of fact, as has been pointed out by Mr. Uuha very rightly, 
hie community, namely, the depressed classes, have still got the monopoly 
if not the monopoly, at least they hold the majority of the licenses under 
the Excise Department, and it would be very difficult to oust them 1 
altogether because they Sourish ho much in that trade and others cannot. 
So I do not think there is much substance in the complaint made by 
Mr. Ray. • „ 

• The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. * * 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move that the demand ot Rs. 17/000 
under the head “(>C — Excise — Presidency establishment — Inspection and 
prevention— Rewards to private persons’ * be refused. 

Sir, it hue been pointed out by the Hon’ble Minister that there^ha# 
already been a decrease in excise revenue due to economic depression 
in the country und that it has been impossible for him to reduce the 
coat proportionately but that he has done what was possible for JtipC 
to do. Ho also stated in the course of his speech that the public would 
not help the department in detecting illicit manufacture. I submit, 
Sir, that it is not possible for the public to help the department in 
detection of illicit manufacture of liquor. There is a provision of 
only Rs. 17,000 for rewards, and we all know to whom these rewards 
am given. There is a certain class of people whom we call unscrupu- 
lous people, and any one who has got a knowledge of the inner working of 
the department knows it full well that the rewards are given to these 
unscrupulous people. Then the Hon’ble Minister has said that every- 
thing is due to iHicit manufacture. May I inquire how it is posaible 
for him to know that so much is Wing manufactured illicitly P Them 
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are no data before Government to oorae to tbe conclusion t^at the 
tremendous decrease in excise revenue is due to illicit manufacture. 
It is not due to that. It is due to the temperance movement about 
which Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt might tell us something. It 
is due to the temperance movement by the civil resisters. Therefore 
the decrease is due to the activities of the Congress men and the civil 
resisters. People have now come to realise that not only liquor is 
poison but to drink is u sin according to the injunctions of the Shmtrm 
and the Koran . Now these civil resisters have by propaganda suc- 
ceeded in bringing about the decrease in consumption of liquor. Tie 
Hon'ble Minister has suggested that the decrease has been due to 
another factor, namely, that the people could not purchase liquor on 
account of economic depression and on account of its high price. 
Well, I differ from him and consider it to be absolutely baseless. It 
is on account of the propaganda by the civil resisters that the people 
are trying to follow the example of America and the country is getting 
dry. Every year it has been said in this Council that Government 
are trying to have the maximum revenue from the minimum consump- 
tion of liquor ; but they have failed in that and the policy of Government 
requires a change. Anyway, it has been found that the glint of 
rewards to those unscrupulous people lias been of no use because they 
do not do anything to deserve these rewards. It has been found th*i 
to get these rewards and to keep tin 1 department going they even some- 
times concoct cases. For these reasons and in view of the faet, as has 
been stated by the Hon'ble Minister, that they have failed to detect 
cases, I propose that the members of the public should not be given 
any reward. It is only by propaganda that the public would come 
forward to help the department in detection, and I hope the Hon’bb 
Minister will ugree with me in this view. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Mr. Banerji has 
tried to substantiate his ease on two grounds. First of all, he thinks 
that the fall in excise revenue is due to the fact that people have 
suddenly become moral on account of the temperance movement and the 
fall is not due to illicit distillation. He said that the figures which we 
supplied were a myth. There were excise prosecutions and certainly the 
cases were tried in the courts. . So I cannot accept the statement made 
by Mr. Banerji that all these figures were a myth. I shall give you 
these figures : the number of country spirit cases in Calcutta up to 
February this year was 1,300, and the figure was 173 in 1929-30, 598 
in 1930*31 and 814 in 1931-32 ; it is gradually going up. Mr. Banerji 
says that these rewards are given to unscrupulous people and eo it 
is the interest of these people to concoct cases and to keep the depart- 
ment going on. Certainly the excise officers, when they recommend 
people for reward, do it on substantial facts and they are not 
deluded by interested persons. Unless there is actual detection or 
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on, rewards are not given. I may remind the Bouse that 
of smuggled articles is much higher than the rewards given, 
and the persons who give information to the Excise Department under- 
take a great amount of risk. Naturally it is necessary for the depart- 
ment to reward them; otherwise this information will not come for- 
ward and there will be no detection, and there will be a further fall of 
excise revenue. I do not think there is any substance in the statement 
made by Mr. Banerji that the people have suddenly become moral. 

I oppose the motion. t 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI: I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 7,04,000 under the head “0D — Excise — District executive establish- 
ment” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about the policy in 
granting licenses in the mufa»*al). 

Sir, the question has been discussed threadhure in this House on 
many occasions. So I do not wish to niuke any speech on the subject, 
I formally move the motion only to raise a discussion on the subject. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: 1 rise to support 
the motion moved by my friend Maulvi Hussan Ali, and in doing so 
l wish to luy emphasis on the very inefficient manner in which license# 
are granted in the mufn»$al for vending excisuble articles. In the 
first place, 1 cons der that the policy of giving licenses to vend liquor, 
opium and ywtja to sons of hhadraloks who are graduates of the 
Calcutta University, is thoroughly wrong. This trade, as everybody 
' . knows, has been the monopoly of a certain class of people called Svrit, 
and because of their monopoly in this trade they were considered 
j untouchables. They lost their caste because they deult in the trade 
1 of selling liquoi. B> this policy Government have tuken away the 
f trade from the*e people and at the same time have not succeeded in 
making them touchahles. This is very unfair. It is very unfair that 
the Saha* who have no other means of existence should lie deprived of 
their livelihood and their trade should he ttansferred to the educated 
and uneducated hoys of the hhadrafok class only to encourage them 
to earn u living without any labour or capital. 

I The fixed fee system was introduced, I believe, a few years ego 
not on any policy for increased revenue but simply to give employ- 
ment to people who otherwise failed to get any employment in Bengal; 
but it was forgotten that while giving such employment to people 
whose only qualification was their passport to the fovour of the 
authorities they were depriving another class of people of their bte'td. 
tif the excise policy of Government has any merit at all, it brd this 
merit that it brings revenue to the State. I am of opinion, however, 
that this fixed fee system has deprived Government of a lot of revenue 
which they would have got if the auction system had continued. 1 
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maintain that tberejis M-fjfjjoInd for being so very considerate tdi the 
consumers o? liquor ana &tfter things by introducing the bhadi&loks r 
on the ground that adulteration is taken recourse to by the Snn«| If 
the Suns adulterate liquor, it is the look-out of the department to cl&ck it 
J>y strict supervision. I do not think that it is sound policy to handover 
a t rule to a particular class of people who are neither experts, nor lay 
out any capital on that trade. What happens in the mufassalf If 
an excise shop falls vacant, there are applicants before the Superin- 
tendent of Excise and he is pestered by recommendations front all 
quarters and the man who has got the greatest influence always 
secures this job. This leads to heart-burning and in most cases the 
shop goes to the most undeserving. Why not throw out the whole 
thing to auction and let the people b!d for it in the open market? I 
do not see that there is any justice in avoiding public settlement of 
these shops as used to lie done before. 

Then, again, the demoralisation is not limited to the mufassal only. 
Every high officer of Government, even the head of the administra- 
tion, is pestered with recommendations from people who are in 
authority, who have got some influence, from members of this Council 
and from all and sundry, to influence the proper authorities 
tp give licenses to the young Iwys of the hhmlmfoh class who cannot 
otherwise find any employment anywhere else. It becomes very 
difficult for the officials to do justice in such cases. I maintain that 
the whole polity of flu* fixed fee system is wrong and denuualising, 
hut if Government insist on continuing the system, they should invent 
some other means by which the hhadralok young men could get 
licenses not through recommendations hut through some other means — 
by examination or by considering the claims of any community to a 
particular profession and not in the manner in which it is being done 
arbitrarily at the present moment. 

Df« NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: While I support the 
motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali, I would like to dissociate myself from 
the opinion expressed by Khan Bahadut Maulvi Abdul Momin, that 
we should revert to the auction system in preference to the fixed fee 
system. I quite appreciate the reasons which have been given by the 
Khan Bahadur, and the grievences of the Khan Bahadur with regard 
to the abuses and demoralisation associated with the grant of licenses, 
which has set in as a result, and I thoroughly appreciate bis 
observations on that score. It is high time that the open scandal with 
regard to these licenses should be put an end to, but at the same time 
it must be remembered that the fixed fee system was not introduced 
merely for the purpose- of providing employment for bhadrolok youths. 
That might have been at the back of the minds of some people, but 
that was not the preeminent reason for which the fixed fee system 
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Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: That was an eye- 
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Dr, NARESty CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Well, it might be an 
eye-wtsh. I am not familiar with the inner mind of Government as 
well *as the Khan Bahadur, hut that was the solemn principle upon 
which the fixed fee system was based and there can be no doubt that 
the fixed fee system has taken away a great deal of incentive from 
wine-dealers to encourage the consumption of liquor. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Why are you m 

anxious for the consumers? 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I am not anxious 
for thv consumers, hut I am anxious for the people who do 
not consume; they should not he brought into the fold of this vicious 
habit. My anxiety is not with regard to the excise revenue either; or 
even to fill the coffers of a few bhndraloles , hut my sole anxiety that 
this habit should be extirpated ns soon as possible, and certainly not 
allowed to spread further than is inevitable. The reason why T 
support this motion of Maulvi Ilassan Ali is that the way ill which 
. the licenses have been distributed does not make for the gradual extinc- 
tion and ultimate abolition of the drink habit. 1 should have expected 
that following upon the fixed fee system the number of licenses issued 
should have been gradually reduced. Every effort should have been 
made to find out how far it is absolutely necessary — I do not know 
that there can 1 m» any absolute necessity for having a wine shop any- 
where, — hut if it is at all necessary to maintain any shop anywhere 
why does not Government introduce locul option? Even with regard 
to the licensing 1 wards the policy of Government has been very' halting. 
It is for this reason that I support the motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali 
and not because I want that the auction system should be re-introduced. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The motion has* 
been supported on different grounds by Khan Bahadur Abdul Moatin 
and Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. Mr. Momin thinks that Govern- 
ment should not have taken away the liquor trade from the Suris whose 
monopoly it was and who were experts in the liquor trade, and trans- 
ferred it to. the educated middle class. Government did so on the 
advice of the Legislative Council. That policy was advocated by* 
members of this Council year after year. 
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KUftit lihadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Because they are 
bhadraloh themselves l 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The Khan 

Bahadur thinks that the Sun* were untouchable and they still remain 
untouchable, though we have taken away the trade from them. Touch- 
ability or untouchability is no longer the criterion, because many sons 
of Brahmins have now taken to tanning, but the) have not ceased to 
be touchable according to the modern tests, or have not become 
untouchables. Profession does not make one touchable or untouchable 
nowadays and Government have got to follow the modern principle 
and modern policy and they cannot go back to the old days of Mnnu 
when one’s caste depended upon one’s trade. But I am glad that the 
Khan Bahadur has at least appreciated the authors of our Hindu 
Shaft, ra s. He suggests that Government should go hark to the auction 
system and give up the fixed fee system, because it means loss of 
revenue to Government, and that licenses are granted not fairly and 
equitably but merely by way of favouritism. But I do not think that 
that is a fact. The Khan Bahadur knows it very well that whenever 
there is u vacancy either due to death or cancellation of license the 
District Magistrate on the advice of the Superintendent of Excise 
re-settles it with some one else. So we have to depend on the Distiict 
Magistrate and 1 do not think that he is open to such influence os the 
.Khan Bahadur seems to think. I wish he had tukcn the same view 
two years ago. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: 1 always did. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. BNOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I am thankful 
to Dr, Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta for stating the reasons which led 
Government to adopt the fixed fee system. Certainly minimum con- 
sumption for maximum revenue — that is the policy which Government 
has been following and the price of liquor has been regulated in pursu- 
ance of that policy. The number of shops has been greatly reduced; and 
the hour of sale has been also greatly reduced. I join issue with 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, however, when he says that Government 
♦did nothing to reduce the number of licenses and the number of shops. 
1 think we have done substantially to bring that about. Moreover, the 
question of granting licenses for opening fresh shops depends entirely 
upon the licensing boards in Calcutta as well as in the mufa*$al , and 
these licensing boards consist of representatives of local bodies like tho 
district boards and municipalities, and I think in a majority of the 
licensing boards in the the non-officials are in a majority or 

at least they form the same number as the official members. So 
Government is not responsible for granting new licenses or opening new 
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shop* or controlling the hour of sale. That depend* entirely on the 
licensing boards consisting of officials and non-officials. But I may 
inform the House that the question whether Government should stick 
to fhe fixed fee system or should go back to the auction system is being 
examined at present by them and they have not yet come to any con- 
clusion. If it is found that both in the interests of morality and in the 
interests of revenue, it is desirable to go hack to the old system, Govern- 
ment will not diesitate to do so. With these words I oppose the 
motion. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister one question? Is it not a fact that so far as the muftis sal is 
concerned, distribution of licenses depends entirely on the District 
Magistrate and the Excise Superintendent has little to do with that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Distribution of 
licenses depends on the District Magistrate, hut the opening of new 
shops, sites of shops — that is, whether a particular shop should be opened 
in a particular area or not— hours of sale 1 — all these depend on the 
licensing hoards. But the actual selection of licensees depends on the 
District Magistrate. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the question of introducing the principle of local option side by 
side with the licensing board system? 

Tba Han’bia Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think it is 
* rather premature to consider that question. I am not in a position now 
to answer “yes” or “no.” • 

The motion of Maulvi Hassau Ali was put and lost. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Us. 7,64,000 under the head “CD — Excise — District executive 
establishment” be reduced by Be. 1 (to raise a discussion about the 
amalgamation of excise changes and replai-ement of superintendents by 
inspectors). 

This is purely an economic motion. We are faced with a deficit 
budget and it goes without saying that in these days of hardship every . 
reasonable effort must be made to save money, But at <he same time 
we must remember that in effecting economy we do not retard the work 
of the department concerned. 

Sir, the Bengal Retrenchment Committee gave a careful considera- 
tion to the subject and they came to the decision that much saving can 
be effected by reducing the number of excise districts and by placing 
the leas important ones in charge of the senior inspectors. The com- 
mittee recommended that the excise chargee outside Calcutta should be 
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r©d&#4irom 26 to 16 and of these ^ should be placed under the change 
pi ^erintendealf 4 nd* the remain kg*10 charges should be entrusted 
to senior inspectors. The committee tkrj Nearly pointed out that t^is 
can be safely done without retarding the efficiency of the departmait. 
Sir, I do not know why the Government have turned a deaf ear to t^pe 
very modest recommendations. The excise revenue is gradually 4|J!* 

. jn^r-though not due to any temperance policy of the Government, ftat 
owing to trade depression and decreased purchasing powbr of the public 
But we find no serious attempt to effect retrenchment in the depaxl* 
ment. We do not know how long this policy will continue* TA» 
condition of the finances of Bengal does not certainly call for sq&h f % 
topheavy administration. In view of the financial stringency in Bengi|^ 
this proposal is not at all fantastic nor impracticable. Even at present * 
some excise districts are placed under senior inspectors and they jjafr 
working well. Excise work is, after all, chiefly of a routine nature 
and an inspector with some experience in the department can carry 
it out efficiently. So I hope that the Government would find its way 
to accept this proposal. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 wish the 
hon’hle mover were present yesterday when I introduced the demand 
under this head and in that ruse I am sure he would not have moved 
w the motion which is now before the House. Government has done 
everything, as far possible, to accept the proposal of the Retrenchment 
Committee 1 . The Retrenchment Committee suggested that the number 
of excise charges should he reduced from 25 to 10. Government could 
not agree to this. But they agreed to reduce it from 25 to 21 and the 
number of superintendents from 21 to 16, placing the rest in charge 
of senior inspectors. There are districts like Mymensingh and Bakar- 
ganj, while there are also districts like Ilooghly and Howrah, which 
are not only very important charges, but on account of their area, 
location of shops, difficulties of communication, and large number of 
excise crimes, it is not possible and indeed inadvisable to leave them in 
charge of senior inspectors. On these grounds Government could not 
accept all the recommendations of the Retrenchment f’ommittee in toto , 
but did so only partially. I hope in this view of the matter the hon’hle 
mover will withdraw his motion. 

" The motion was then, by leave, withdrawn. 

Babti KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 17,05,000 under the head “6 — Excise” be reduced by 
Rb. 50,000. 

At the outset I must say that we are not satisfied with the excuses 
brought forward by Government for not being sympathetic to the 
incessant demand for economy. I have urged ior a lump cut out ql 
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thelintire demand without specifying in what way the pa)&$Jar 
redaction should W made and I leave it to the ^partteefit to colder 
ho# the excise expenditure should be curtailed. I complain, Sir, that 
thij^fear the partial withdrawal of economic cut is responsible for the 
inonased demand. I do not know if the entire amount is non-voted. 
W® this withdrawal has been resorted we fail to understand. This 
yejftis not the year when a sum of Rs. 17 lakhs, as we beard from Das * 
liable Finance* Member the other day, should be disposed of in '•this 
. There is distress on every .side, the people are feeling much on 

aodmitit' of economic pressure, and where is the special necessity for 
withdrawing the partial cut we really cannot appreciate. The Retrench- 
ttStfrt Committee recommended a saving of Rs. 1,88,00,900, hut we have 
b*#yf itold that it is possible to give effect to a reduction of Its. 15,810 
and we are told by the Hon’ble Finance Member that so far as 
the sum of Rs. 1,26,00,000 is concerned, Government cannot think of 
doing anything. It is said that serious difficulties might otherwise 
arise, and that it will take some time to consider what can he done. 
The matter has been under consideration for several years. I fail to 
understand why Government should take up this unsympathetic 
attitude; if there is any special reason, this House ought 1o he taken 
into confidence. 


I do not know if the whole matter was brought up before the 
Standing Excise Committee for consideration, hut we have been told 
that further reduction has not been found possible and the »Standing . 
Commit tee also approved of t he slight decrease. This is not the way 
# in which the Bengal finance should he dealt with. Year after year 
deficits of some crores are shown in the budget ami debts are being 
contracted in the hope that at some future date — when there is no 
knowing, of course — Government may get a portion of the income-tax 
or u portion of the jute duty and there will he redemption of the debts 
now contracted. But we have been hearing this for the last 10 or 11 
years. You will remember, Sir, that when the new taxation question 
arose, Lord Ronaldshay fnow Marquess of Zetland) came to this Council 
and assured us that we would surely get the jute duty. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS I take it, Kishori Bahu, that you had no 
opportunity to speak during the budget discussion. (Laughter.) I 
am sure you prepared a speech for that occasion and you are trying to 
make use of it now. (Renewed laughter.) 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: Sir, I take this oppor- 
tunity of bringing this matter for the consideration of the House and I 
ask that the utmost effort should he made to reduce expenditure, and 
as representatives of the people it is our duty not to cry ditto to the 
demand of the Member-in-charge. The Hon'ble Minister himself is a 
lgpresentative of the people and he should realise how people an 



904 DEMAND JfOE'GRAffT. [ 16 th Mag., 

^5* * * a * 

suffering and how they are groaning Tinder haavt demands on all sides 
and he should adopt measures fo# relieving the distress of the people. 
Instead of that, year after year we only hear that “nothing more can 
he done — this is all we can do.” So I urge that we must force Govern- 
ment to effect economy. Of course, we know that Government have 
got power to certify the demand even if we carry the motion and it pill 
be of no use, but still it is our duty to protest and for Ibis purpose I 
move this cut which, I hope, will be accepted by the House. 

(At 4-35 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and re-assembled 
at 4-50 p.m.) 

The Hotfbfe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said that lie was not satisfied with the excuses 
put forward by Government in not accepting the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee’s recommendations in full. As I stated before, we did our best 
in accepting the recommendations of that committee, and we did accept 
them as much as possible and as far as possible. But we had to 
remember that this is a goose that lays the golden egg and it would 
not do to kill that goose. Further retrenchment in this department 
will mean a decrease of the revenues of Government, because with the 
increase in illicit distillation certainly we need a very strong staff to 
check it. It was not possible to accept all the recommendations, but we 
had accepted the principle, for instance, of the amalgamation of excise 
charges, reduction in the number of inspectors and sub-inspectorsjas 
also of the staff in the Excise Bureau. 1 do not know, Sir, what 
Kishori Balm really means hv saying that he is not satisfied with our 
excuses; they are not excuses but facts which we are hound to state. 
As a matter of fact, the ultimate saving which has been effected by 
this department is about. Rs. 1,90,000 in place of Rs. 1,84,000 recom- 
mended by the Retrenc hment Committee. So it is not an excuse but a 
fact which will mean a real saving to Government. With these few 
words I oppose the motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 17,05, (KM) under the head “6 — Excise” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (failure to devote the salt contribution from the Central Gov- 
ernment to organisation and encouragement of manufacture of salt in 
the province). 

Sir, it will be in the recollection of this House that when the 
additional import duty on salt was imposed in spite of the unanimous 
protest of this House aud the measure was carried through in the 
Legislative Assembly, t will not say in order to benefit a few individuals 
of Ade& but for high political reasons, Sir, an assurance was given by 
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the Government of India or rathfcr by the Finance Member of the 
Government of India that seven-eight!® of the proceeds of this taxation 
would come to toe provinces affected and should be spent mainly for 
the purpose of development of the salt industry in those provinces. 
Not to speak of friends, not even my worst enemy will accuse me of 
being a blind believer in the pledges given by Government officials and 
I must confess that I never believed that the pledge would be carried 
out. But, Sir, J was not prepared for the statement of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Woodhead in answer to a supplementary question that he knew of 
no such pledge having been given. May I remind him that in the 
Legislative Assembly when this Salt Bill was being considered on the 
30th of March, 1931, the Hon’ble Sir George Schuster said “that the 
proceeds of the duty should be earmarked for the following objects: 
(1) the development of certain Northern India sources in the manner 
recommended by the Salt Survey Committee; (if) the investigation of 
the possibility of the development of other sources of supply in India, 
particularly in the eastern parts of India which have not yet been 
investigated” ? On the 31st March, 1931, 


The Hon'ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: May I ask the mover 
whether he refers to one-eighth or seven-eighths P 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: What Sir George Schuster 
said was this: “Now, Sir, we considered t hut the first two objects, 
nalhely," the expenditure of money on the development of certain 
definite schemes in Northern India and the investigation of certain 
other definite schemes in the enstprn parts of India, we considered that 
those two objects must l>e pursued and that they could be*pursiied this 
year.” The suggestion is that a sum of not more than a maximum of 
the one-eighth should be reserved for the Central Government and. the 
remaining seven-eighths should be earmarked for the provinces affected. 

In what manner that 8e\*eu-eighths was to be utilised, that will appear 
from the proceedings of the Legislative Assembly of the 1st April, 1931. 

I must say that it was a proper day for breaking to the hearts of the 
people of Bengal what promise was made to their ears. The resolution t 
was carried and the last three lines of it were as follows: “This 
Assembly further recommends that the attention of the provincial 
Governments who may receive a portion of the revenue which is to be 
distributed should be called to the views expressed in this Assembly as 
to the desirability of applying such revenue in certain ways and in 
particular to the development of salt-production where economically 
feasible within their own provinces.” I am quite confident, 8ir, send 
I am quite aware of the fact that in his reply the Hon'ble Member will 
aay that it is not economically feasible or possible to develop "the 
salt industry of Bengal. 
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TIM Hon’d)* Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Ha* Mr. Biw dropped the 

matter of the assurance? 

Mr. NAREN0RA KUMAR BASU: Not at all. I s# ihat the 

insurance was there, but that resolution was worded in the naval 
guarded manner of the resolutions of the Assembly; but tha assurance 
was given on a previous day, i.e. t before the 31st. The assurance was 
given by Sir George Schuster that the proceeds of th# duty would be 
given to the province from which the duty was realised for the purpose 
of fostering or developing the salt industry. In the resolution that 
was carried in the Assembly on 1st April the assurance was toned 
down to a recommendation by the Assembly and by the Government of 
India to the provinces. We are told that provincial autonomy is 
coming, but Lam perfectly certain that not even the most sundried 
bureaucrat will say that provincial autonomy has already come. There- 
fore, when the Legislative Assembly and the financial head of the 
Government of India say that they are recommending something to the 
provincial Government, we think and the people of the province’ woi&d 
expect that the provincial Government would carry out these recom- 
mendations. As a matter of fact I find from the budget presented 
that a sum of Ks. 5,50,000 was received as a contribution to Bengal 
from this source — I mean in the present year and an equal sum is 
expected next year. Out of this Rs. 11 lakhs has the Government of 
Bengal spent 11 pice in fostering the development of the salt industry 
in Bengal? We are not even told in the budget as to what 
purpose the money is beiug devoted. It is perhaps eaten jip for J lhe 
general revenues of the Government. We know, Sir, lhat whenever, 
any money slips into the capacious and rapacious pocket of the Finance 
Member, it is very hard to take it out of that pocket, and to use it for 
^fche purposes of the particular department for whose use the money was 
primarily said to be collected. We know’ all about the amusement 
taxes, we know all about the enhanced court-fees, the enhanced stamp 

* dities and the same fate is now befalling the enhanced salt duties. I 
submit. Sir, that if the Hon’hle Mr. Woodhead is not willing to say 

* that it is an act of breach of faith, because that is what I think he is 
driving at, I submit that the non-employment of this money for the 
purpose of fostering the salt industry is, if not a breach of faith, at 
leant a blunder and a mistake of the greatest possible magnitude, and I 
think the Government of Bengal will not he doing its duty to the people 
under its charge if they do not spend an anna out of this huge amount 
ipr purposes for which it was primarily intended. 1, therefore, com- 
mend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

* * 

*Mr. W» H. THOMPSON: Mr. President, it is perfectly true that 
16CT years ago there wife a considerable industry in the production of . 
% salt in Eastern Bengal, the centre of which was what is a aw the' 
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Noakhali district,, but . there ha? been so much loose talk about the 
gassiplity #f r&peckatmg this industry that it is rather difficult to 
blow whcro to begif. I presume that when the mover of the resolution 
aqggisttt that a considerable sum of money shall be spent on trying tp 
resuscitate this industry, he imagines that it is perfectly easy, tf 
I have to.begin, Sir, I must begin from the bottom, because there is 
such a depth of ignorance on the subject. Does the mover of the 
amendment kno t w that the sun rises in the east and the moon rises 
witb v it and that the tides follow the moon? The tide rises on the 
east earlier than it rises on the west. So at the top of the Bay of 
Bengal when the tide rises, clean salt water comes up the east coast 
and there is a motion across the estuary of the Meghna as well as into 
it. There is clean salt water from the sea available on the east side 
of the estuary. But on the west side of it in front of the Sundarbans 
the salt water is mixed with fhe river water and water as salt as the 
sea is not. available. To obtain salt from salt water on a commercial 
scale it requires clean salt water undiluted with fresh water. It 
requires a good sun, and for the final concentration of the salt, to make 
it crystallise out, a large quantity of cheap fuel. All these three 
were available together on the coast of Noakhali 150 years ago when 
all these chvrs on the sea face were covered with jungle. Now, Sir, 
there is no jungle on any of these rhurt off Noakhali, though there is 
plenty of jungle in the Sundarbans on the west of the Meghna. But 
a combination of clean salt water at u particular tide and cheap fuel 
is not available either on the Noakhali side or on the Sundarbans side 
where the creeks do not contain clean salt water. Salt can be made 
* at either J>lace but not economically. Sir, Government likes practical 
suggestions. To develop this industry at the mouth of the Meghna 
there are two alternatives, either to take necessary step* so that th| 
churt on the Noakhali coast should relapse into jungle, or in the altei^r 
native to issue the necessary instructions with a notification in the 
Calcutta Gazette, to the sun and the moon to rise in the west and set in 
the east. . 

Hi; P. Nt CUHA: It is a well-known fact that I have been taking 
some interest in this matter. This particular resolution was moved.* 
by me on two successive occasions in this Council. Mr, Busu says 
that Sir George Schuster made a definite promise to Bengal on this 
point. The Government of Bengal addressed the Government of India 
ibid requested them to depute bd officer to hold an investigation into 
the possibility of reviving this industry, and a gentleman named Mr. 
Pitt, I think he belongs to the Indian Civil Service, came here, and 
an officer of the Excise Department, Babu Gunendra Nath Bay 
Chaudhuri, was deputed with him to go into the whole matter. I was 
watching the procedure at the time, and I can assure the Bouse that 
Mr, Pitt did not take the trouble of ascertaining whether the sun tom 
in the east or in the west of the Noakhali coast, because he did ’Wot* 
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go there at all. He finished his investigations in Midnapore and in 
the 24-Parganas. Mr. Pitt expressed the definite opinion that Bengal 
was not favourably placed for the salt industry, but in the meantime 
the Excise Department had been inviting applications from bhadralok 
young men to invest money and inaugurate salt factories in the 
Sundarbans. I think a number of applications were received, but those 
applicants have heard nothing more about it, because evidently after 
the report of Mr. Pitt was published, the Government of Bengal was 
of opinion that the last word had been said about it. There may be 
people who are ignorant about the movements of the sun and the moon, 
but they know they have not forgotten that there was a considerable 
number of salt manufactories in Bengal only a few years back. The 
ncemuck mahals of old days are still fresh in the minds of many. 
Probably then the sun did not rise in the west. In the reminiscences 
of the great novelist Ban kirn Chandra Chatterjce we find he was a veiy 
great man and an officer in the neenwek mahal in the Midnapore dis- 
trict. There are stories bIro in my younger dayR which told of how 
Government managed things in the ncemuck mahals in Midnapore end 
other places. I do not think the possibilities of manufacturing salt 
which existed in Bengal about 100 years ago could have mysteriously 
vanished. I know the jungles have been cut, hut besides this there 
are other matters which ought to have been taken into consideration. 
My point is that the Government of Bengal had not investigated the 
matter sufficiently. The deputation of Mr. Pit! for about three weeks 
in which timp he is supposed to have gone thoroughly into the platter 
and then lie considered competent to give an opinion that Bengal cannot 
manufacture it« own salt, is exactly like the Meston Award about which 
we have been complaining so bitterly. The Meston Committee devoted 
24 hours of their time spent mostly in railway carriages, and then 
gave this award. I do not think that the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Excise Department can say that Government has given the 
matter sufficieint consideration. It will be remembered that Bengal 
was never anxious to get money. 1 distinctly remember what I said 
when I moved this resolution in the first session of this Council as well 
as in the next one, that all we wanted was the abolition of the duty 
which is unjust and unfair, hut if we are to pay the money, we ought 
to get the benefit of it. In this connection I am glad to he able to tell 
the House that the Government of India have decided to decrease the 
duty by 1$ annas. It will be 2$ annas in the next financial year instead 
or 4 annas as before. Our point is that the Government of Bengal 
should not have pocketed this money, and kept silent over it. The 
^oor peasants have been paying the money, and it ought to have been 
given up for the revival of this industry' in the province. I still believe 
that it is not so impossible as suggested in the report of Mr. Pitt. If 
that cannot be done, why should not the money be earmarked for some 
other agricultural object beneficial to the public? I weald mim% 



roquel KK»« Woodhead, Hr. Singh Eoy and others concerned in this 
mctt4||o reconsider the whole position apd see if the money can be 
utDiswfor this very purpose. The profit, as budgeted, will not, be 
as much as was expected because 1$ annas will be reduced and 'the- 
money next year will be much less, but still I hope Government will 
see its way to spend the money for the benefit of the people. The 
motion of Mr. Basu is only to draw the attention of Government to 
the fact that thg Council is not satisfied with the expenditure of this 
money. It will be remembered that about 4 or 5 years ago Mr. Marr 
said that he would immediately telegraph to the Government of India 
the proceedings of this Council to reach the Government of India two 
days before Sir George Schuster made his announcement, and I have 
reason to believe that the resolution carried in this Council, induced 
Sir George Schuster to make the announcement to which Mr. Basu has 
referred. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. 4 . A. WOODHEAD: Will the member kindly 
read out the resolution on which he relies? 

t Mr. P. N. CUHA: It is not before me just now. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA! It would be a pity if 
the Government, faced with a request of this character, should have 
to have recourse to casuistry. I do not know what the Hon’hle Finance 
Member is going to say in reply to this motion, but from what he has 
said it seems that he proposes to challenge the assertions of Mr. Basu 
that this sum was a sort of trust money in respect of which a definite 
undertaking was given by Sir George Schuster that it was to be used 
•for the development of the salt industry in the province. I do not know 
by what subtlety Mr. Woodhead proposes to get round thij statement. 
It is perfectly true that the resolution carried in the Assembly was 
not in imperative terms. Nevertheless the money which was given to 
the Government of Bengal was trust money, impressed with a trust for 
the purpose for which it was given. I am sure the Hon’ble Member 
has heard of such a thing as the precatory trust. Even words of 
recommendation may constitute a trust, and I have no hesitation in 
saying that even the resolution of the Legislative Assembly does convey 
a trust. For what else was the money given, if it was not for a trust? 
It is well known that these protective duties are imposed, generally 
•peaking, for the purpose of giving bounties to the protected industry, 
and the Government of India in this particular case set apart a portion 
of the sum so raised to be distributed to the provinces for the purpose 
of stimulating the* salt industry. There can be no other purpose in 
giving the money to the provinces. The salt tax is not a provincial 
tax. It was not imposed for provincial purposes. Apart from that, 
supposing there was no such undertaking, what is the position? The 
Government of Bengal sympathise with the resolution passed in this 
Oannetl protesting against the imposition of this tax; they themselves 
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have protested against its imposition. I take it, therefore, that even 
in the opinion of the Government of Bengal this imposition upon the 
consumers of salt in Bengal was wrong. If it was wrong, then the 
money obtained from it was not exactly clean money unless it was 
going to be devoted to the expiation of that wrong, and that expiation 
can be done by developing the salt industry in this province. So that 
even apart from any question of Sir George Schuster's undertaking, I 
think it was up to the Government to make some definite move towards 
making some experiment at least for the purpose of developing the salt 
industry in Bengal. We have been told on the authority of Mr. 
Thompson that it is impossible to manufacture salt in Bengal. Possibly 
it is, but no industry has accepted au &r-oathedra opinion of experts 
like this without at least making some experiment. Has that experi- 
ment been made here? Sir, T lemember that when I was young, w© 
were definitely assured on expert authority that it was impossible, or 
if not exactly impossible, that it would he uneconomical and eventually 
iraposible, therefore, to manufacture cotton cloths in Bengal in 
competition with Bombay. But now we have a flourishing cotton mill 
industry in Bengal. So that the opinion of experts, although they 
may be in the special confidence of the sun and the moon and specially 
authorised to express an opinion which may influence the destinies of 
the salt producers, yet it cannot be accepted as the final word on the 
subject. Government inquired into the matter but, as Mr. Ouha has 
pointed out, that inquiry was wholly unsatisfactory. So 1 think it is 
up to Government to make some earnest endeavour in the shape at 
least of an experiment, or to start pioneer undertakings for4he matter 
of that, and demonstrate the truth of the proposition that salt industry 
on a commercial scale is not possible in Bengal. But that proposition 
ii hard to swallow in face of the fact that not only 150 years ago, but 
in quite recent times salt was manufactured and it is being manufac- 
tured even now in Bengal in the Midnapore district and during the 
early days of the civil disobedience movement large quantities of salt 
were manufactured illicitly. Having regard to all that, people will 
not he satisfied with a mere r.r-cathedra opinion of experts like this. 
If it is found tor ha impossible to devote these funds to the purpose of 
developing the salt industry, what then should we do? Shall we merge 
it in the general balances and make more money available for the police 
department? There is such a thing as the doctrine of cy prfo. If it is 
trust money, then Government should keep its faith and employ it 
on a similar object if it is not found possible to devote it to the purpose 
for which it was earmarked. I again repeat if Government look upon 
this money religiously as trust fund, then they should at te&Bt devote 
it for the purpose of developing some other industry or making some 
improvements in agriculture, or take some steps which would add to 
the wealth of the people of the province. But Government has net 
yet taken such steps; it has calmly swallowed what it got iaet year 
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and proposes to swallow also what it will got this year. I do not know 
on wipt principle this ran be justified, but I submit that there is no 
answer to our claim that this money should be devoted to the develop- 
ment of the salt industry in Bengal or at any rate for a similaij purpose. 

The Hon’bJe Mr. d. A. WOOD HEAD; Mr. Baau commenced his 
speech by saying that a definite assurance had been given by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member of the Government of India, but I think, 
Sir, he made that observation before he had referred to the resolution 
passed by the Legislative Assembly which, I would suggest, is the final 
word in the matter. That resolution does not contain an assurance of 
the kind attributed to the Hon’ble the Finance Member, and surely we 
are entitled to presume that there is no divergence between the state- 
ment of the Finance Member and the resolution passed by Assembly 
a day or two later. Surely it is correct to presume that the Assembly 
resolution represents the real state of affairs, and that there was no 
divergence of opinion or intention between what the Finance Member 
said one day and what was passed by the Assembly a day or two later. 
This is the Assembly's resolution — 

“This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in t’ouncil 
that, in the event of the Bill to impose a temporary additional duty of 
customs on foreign salt becoming law, the proceeds of the additional 
duty, after deducting such amounts (not exceeding one-eighth of the 
whole) as may be required for disbursement by the Governor General 
in Council for the development of certain Northern India salt 
sources inihe manner recommended by the Salt Survey Committee and 
for the investigation of the possibility of the development of other 
sources in India for the supply of salt to those areas whi^h at present 
consume imported salt ” 

I stop here, because I think that this portion o* the resolution deals 
with the matter to which Sir George Schuster was referring. The one- 
eighth was retained by the Government of India for two purposes, viz., 
the development of certain Northern India salt sources and for the 
investigation of the possibility of the development of other sources 
in India. The resolution then goes on to say — and this is the portion 
with which the Local Governments are particularly concerned, “This 
Assembly further recomends that the attention of the provincial 
Governments who may receivp a portion of the revenue which is to be 
distributed should be called to the views expressed in this Assembly 
as to the desirability of applying such revenue in certain ways and 
in particular to the development of salt-production, where economically 
feasible, within their own provinces." In the letter in which the 
Government of India communicated that resolution to the Local 
Governments. they made these observations. The rider to this resolu- 
tion, that is, the portion of resolution which I have just read out, was 
worded in the form in which it stands in order to meet the wishes of 
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the party leaders in the Assembly without at the same time binding the 
discretion of Local Governments, or making the shares allotted to 
them dependent upon formal stipulations. The phrase regarding the 
views expressed in the Assembly as to the desirability of applying 
such revenue in certain ways refers to the opinions expressed by some 
speakers that Local Governments should apply the money to natipn- 
building services; preferably to some non-recurring work, since the 
Hill was only of a temporary character. Sir, jl 'suggest that the 
resolution and the letter from the Government of India make it per- 
fectly dear that the money was given to the provinces without any 
formal stipulation whatosever. The resolution recommended that the 
revenue should be spent in certain ways, but it was nothing more than 
a recommendation and the ways recommended were two and not one. 
One was the application of the money to nation-building services 
and the other was to the development of the salt industry in the 
provinces. 

One-eighth of the duty was letained by the Government of India 
for investigating the possibility of developing other sources in India 
and the Government of India appointed Mr. Pitt, who was, I believe, 
the General Manager of the Northern India Salt Mines, to bold an 
inquiry. Mr. Pitt's report was received in April, 1932, and it is 
perhaps unfortunate that Mr. Basu has not read it Mr. Guha, who 
has read it, takes the view that Mr. Pitt’s conclusions were entirely 
wrong and apparently that is the opinion of Dr. Sen Gupta also, but 
might I, Sir, place the conclusions of Mr. Pitt before the House? 
Those conclusions were definitely against the possibility of the estab- 
lishment of a salt industry in Bengal. 

As regards large scale manufacture whether by solar evaporation or 
by the vacuum process, he described it as not a practical proposition in 
Bengal. As regards smaller factories operating the evaporation 
process, his conclusion was that such factories would barely pay their 
running expenses. He was certainly not optimistic as regards the 
success of these factories and expressed the view that Government 
should not take any part in the conduct of such an experiment beyond 
posting and paying for the preventive staff which would be necessary 
at the factory in order to ensure that breaches of the Salt Act did not 
occur. Before I come to the possibilities of salt as a cottage industry, 
there is one other point as regards small factories. Mr. Pitt suggested 
for consideration the adoption of an improved method of combined 
solar and artificial evaporation. He proposed that an experiment might 
be made on a small scale, but be estimated that the cost of production 
ejp*faotory by that process would be Rs. 814 per 100 maunds. At the 
time Mr. Pitt conrUicted his inquiry, the price of sea-borne salt, whether 
from Aden, Karachi, Okha or countries on the borders of the Red Sea 
was in the region of R«. 66 peT 100 maunds AP-ahip. Now I suggest 
that if it costs Rs. 81-4 to produce salt by a small factory operating 
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•omfU&ere in the Sundarbans or on the east or west coasts of the Bay 
of Bengal, that salt cannot compete with salt which is sold ar-ship 
at Be. 66 per 100 maunds. It is clear that that is not a practical 
proposition. As regards the cottige industry, Mr. Pitt was still more 
despondent and he estimated that in older to produce salt which could 
compete commercially with imported salt, the price of which was, as 
I have said, then Rs. 66 per hundred maunds w-ship and if Mr. Guha’s 
information is correct, it will now be not more than Rs. 66-12, a labourer 
would only be able to earn 9$ pice per day, that is less than 2J annas 
per day. If that estimate is correct, then certainly there is not much 
hope of establishing a cottage industry. 

I trust, Sir, it will be agreed that in view of Mr. Pitt's report 
Government were justified in deciding that they would not spend the 
money in attempting to manufacture or in encouraging the manufac- 
ture of salt in Bengal. It is not a question whether or not salt can be 
produced in Bengal. You can produce salt ; all you have (o do is to 
boil salt water, whether heavily saline or slightly saline, and you will 
get salt. The question is not the production of salt — there is no secret 
in its manufacture nor is there any technical difficulty which requires 
investigation ; we have all seen salt being produced on the west coast 
when journeying by train to Bombay. The point at is?ue is whether 
Bengal can produce salt commercially in competition with salt from 
Aden, Karachi and Okha. If (hat is not possible, it is no use wasting 
money in attempting to manufacture salt in Bengal. I have given 
you theories at which it can be manufactured in Bengul and if that 
figure is eorrect, Bengal salt cannot compete with sea-borne salt. 

Under those circumstances, Sir, Government decided that the money 
should not be devoted to experiments in attempting to produce salt on 
a commercial scale in Bengal and I maintain, and 1 hope the House 
will agree with me, that Government were fully justified in arriving 
at that conclusion. In further support of my argument 1 would iefer 
to the report of the Tariff Board. The Tariff Board also conducted an 
inquiry into salt, and if you read their report, you will find that they 
did not suggest that it was likely that Bengal would be able to supply 
salt for the Bengal market. In fact, their main recommendation was' 
that the Bengal market should be supplied by salt from northern 
India 


It has been suggested by several speakers that the IvocaJ Govern- 
ment should have done something : but it has not been suggested what 
we should have done. What we have done is this, we have given 
permission for the manufacture of salt to several firms who wished to 
investigate the possibility of the salt industry. Some of them waited 
to see the result of Mr. Pitt’s inquiry before deciding what they should 
do, and our latest information is that not one of these firms has made 
much progress in the manufacture of salt, not because they do not 
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know how to make salt bat because— and here I am Jinking a guest, 
a shrewd guess, I hope — their difficulty is that they cannot produce 
salt as a commercial proposition in competition with sea-borne salt. 

Dr. Sen Gupta, if I understood him rightly, made rather an 
unusual statement. He said that protective duties are always imposed 
for the purpose of giving bounties. That, Sir, is not so, they are not 
always imposed for that purpose. The large majority of the protective 
duties which have been imposed in India — and I think I can speak 
with some authority because I have been closely asfoeiated with this 
matter — have gone to swell the revenues of the Government of India. 

The duties on cotton piece-goods, sugar (A voice: What about 

the Tatas?) Well, Sir, no bounties are now paid to the Tata Iron 
t and Steel Company. The duty on corrugated iron, as Dr. Sen Gupta 
know’s, was raieed to a high figure in order to give protection to Tatas 
and it has produced a considerable amount of revenue for the Govern- 
ment of India. Hut no bounties have been paid to Tatas out of the 
duty on corrugated iron sheets. (Dr. Sen Guru : This money was a 
gift). It was not a gift. Bengal was paying the salt-duty and she 
claimed it; that was the whole ght of Mr. Gulin’s case. 

Sir, I maintain we have made the best possible use of the money. 
We have used it for improving our financial position, ami surch our 
financial position is bad enough. Might I also remind the House 
that additional money has been devoted to the transferred departments? 
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Industries has obtained money for 
a scheme in connection with unemployment in which Mr. Baeu himself 
is very interested (Mr. Narendra Kituar Basu : A pittance), and we 
have allotted money for experiments in connection with small sugar 
factories in order to develop the sugar industry in Bengal. More 
money has been provided for the distribution of quinine and we have 
also allotted funds for the introduction of certain parts of the Compul- 
sory Primary Education Act. So a certain amount of money has been 
devoted — I do not fay from this particular sum but from Government 
revenues — in thwe times of financial stringency, to effecting improve- 
ments in the transferred departments. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was when then put ®nd 
a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES. 

AM, MU N*MM. 

•ata*. IwM IfW AaJM. 

Umt)!, Hr. P. 

Aaaawf w, iaN ^ MawA r aW. " 
lata, »». NatMtra Kaiaar. 

ImM tfU Ouaaa NaMw. 
ttaaftwy, «aaM Nani Ataar. 


KMfjl, Maatvt Mar Mm— 

FaaMlak. RmM iikiaaal. 

Nakia, W—h\ AMat. 

*•*#«. Kaal laMA 

NmmA, m—M UkaaML 

Kkaa, Kkaa Nakator WaaM ■ amain AN. 

mm, m . «. 

MakkapaAkatpa, Nal laMfc Sant AkaaAn. 
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Kay, Mr. «MMM •Mkvwtf. 
Rwt, Bkk« MMML 


lay OkM dkfi, IMta Maw tlni n. 
UmH, RmM AMm. 
laa tafta. Of. Kami MaMn. 
Itak, Maatvl AMM NaaM. 


NOEL 


ArtMtraai, Mr. W. L 
AaaUa, Mr. 4. M. 

Kal, Bata Lain Kaiaar. * 

M, Kal Stalk terat Btatara. 

Banaa. Rai BaMB FbmIhmm. 

Bata, Bata dattadri Nath. 

Btaly, Mr. I. N. 

•aaa, Mr. I. M. 

Bara, Mr. H. H. 

Oaaftr, Mr. 0. t. 

Data, Mr. B. R. 

Du, Ral Bakadar katyaadra Kaaiar. 

Farayal, tat Haa’Ma Naarafc K. B. M., Kkaa 
Bakadar. 

Faarcat. Mr. L R. 

Oaagalt, Ral Bakadar task Kaaiar. 

Bkacaawi, tka Haa'Ma Alkadj Mr AkdMkariai. 
Blltkrirt, Mr. R. H. 

Batata, Rai Bakadar Badridat. 
fiaka, Baka Frafalla Kaaiar. 

Ntadtrtaa, Mr. A. B. R. 

Haft, Mr. B. F. 

Htapar, Mr. B. B. 

Hataia, Hawafc Mattarraf, Kkaa Bakadar. 
Nattata, Naahrl UUrat. 

Kkaa, Mr. Raiaar Rakaiaa. 

Law, Mr. tarandra Ratk. 

Latkfcart, Mr. A. R. C. 

Maf alrt, Mr. L. T. 

Mftlkr, tka Haa'Ma Mr Fraauk tkaadar. 

MMra, Bata karat Ckaadra. 

Maltiak, Mr. Makaada Bakaxy. 

Rat, Batatak LaL 


Rat, Ravaraad B. A. 

Raady, Makaraja Srit Okaadra, at Kaaiaitaiar. 
Hatlaiaddla, tka Maa'Ma Mr. Kkwa]a. 

Martaa, Mr. N. R. 

Fatra, Mr. B. F. 

FbHpat, Mr. H. «. V. 

Faddar, Mr. Aaaada Makaa. 

Fraatlaa, tka Haa'Ma, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Fraetar, Lt-Oal. A. H. 

Rakatai, Mr. A. 

Rafciaaa, Mr. A. F. M. Akdar* 

Rai Makatal, Maaladra Oak. 

Ray, Baka Aaialyadfcaa. 

Ray, Bata Kkattar Makaa. 

Ray, Baka Hatandra Rarayaa. 

Ray Okawdkary, Mr. K. t. 

Raid, Mr. R. H. 

Ray, Bata Martkaaaa. 

Ray, Mr. kallaawar Mafk. 

Ray, Mr. karat Kaaiar. 

Ray, tka Naa’Ma Mr. Bijey Fratad kiafk. 
kaadataltak, Maahrl Makawaiad. 
karkar, Rai kaklk RakaB Makaa. 
kaa, Mr. B. R. 

Baa, Ral Baklfc Aktkay Kaaiar. 

Magk, Irtjat Taj Batadar. 
ktagatea, Mr. N. I. 
ktavaa, Mr. d. W. R. 

Tkaaiptaa, Mr. W. H. 

Tawaaad, Mr. H. F. V. 

WRklataa. Mr. H. R. 

Wtadkaad, tka Haa'Ma Mr. d. A. 


The Ayes being 27 and Noes 04, the motion was lost. 


Mr. H. R. NORTON: Sir, 1 me to move the motion that standi 
in my name. It runs os follows : “That the demand of Rs, 17,05,000 
under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to emphasise what 
taxation is required).” 

I would like, Sir, to draw the attention of the House to the grant we 
are called upon to sanction. *Last year there was a drop of 22} lakhs 
of rupees in excise revenue against the anticipated amount; this year 
a further drop of Rs. 30 lakhs is expected ; yet we are called upon to 
vote Rs. 42,000 more for expenditure than the revised estimates of 
1931*32 


Mr. PRESIDENT: May I sound a note of warning to Mr. Norton 
Hint the guillotine falls at 5*43 p.m. 
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Mr. H. B. NORTON: Very well, Sir, I will then get to the taxation 
portion. 

Everyone will agree with rae that even with a return of part of the 
jute tax and income-tax, further taxation is necessary in Bengal if the 
new reforms are to be successful and if indeed provincial budgets are 
to be balanced at all. 

Nation building must begin at the bottom with primary education, 
but who is going to pay for it. You have the Primary Education Act 
but it cannot work as you have no funds for it, I am going to tell 
you how to raise that money from the masses, who will then pay 
indirectly for the privilege of being educated. It will be such a small 
amount individually that they will never miss it. At present the 
various forms of taxation, whether direct or indirect, apply too fre- 
quently to one section of the community, and in this Bengal is the 
principal offender amongst the provinces. Sir, let me refer you to excise 
revenue in Bombay, Madias and Bengal in 1929-30. While Bombay 
raised Kb. 407 lakliB, Madrus Rs. 592 lakhs Bengal only raised Rs. 220 
lakhf. 

Now toddy is taxed, opium is taxed, and as excise on these cannot 
be increased, other avenues must be found; then why not pan. It was 
subject to excise under the East India Company, but the tax has since 
fallen into disuse; I say revive it. I can hear Government putting 
forward the difficulties in the way of collecting this tax, which surqly 
would not be more difficult than that of collecting the tax on opium 
and toddy. 

Taking the census figures for 1931, the population in Bengal of 
over 10 years of age must be about 37 millions; suppose only half of 
them consume pan and again suppose they consume no more than six 
each per day on an average, this would mean that about 111 million 
pans are consumed in a day in Bengal. If the excise tax on pan was 
at the rate of one pie per hundred pans you will get an annual income 
of Rs. 21 lakhs. What un income to start off the Primary Education 
Act with 1 

Another source of revenue is the taxation of mineral waters. 
Government have imposed an excise tax on whisky at the rate of Rs. 24 
per case, I would ask Government to remove that tax and tax the 
whole output of mineral waters in Calcutta. In Bengal you have got 
a large number of factories; in Calcutta there are about 120 factories. 
All that we require is that they should be registered and they should 
submit their quarterly returns to Government and pay a tax of, say, 
one anna per dosen. On the figures I hare got you will got a revansttC 
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of about Rs. 25 lakhs from this source, that is, 20 times more than the 
small etcise tax you derive from imported whisky. 


For the taxation on pan I would suggest that all the places where 
pan is grown be enclosed with a netting and they should be registered 
in the district offices where each cotta of pan growing land should pay 
at the rate of Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-8. You will then have Rs. 21 lakhsv 
Government cag control the price of pan leaves when they are sent to 
Calcutta for sale. 


Another source of excise tax is the bin leaf which is imported in 
enormous quantity in Bengal. By imposing a small tax on it you will 
get about Rs. 15 lakhs per annum in Bengal. 


You can also tax cigars and cigarettes which are manufactured in 
Bengal. You have factories opening out here for the manufacture of 
cigarettes and cigars to evade the heavy import duties that are placed 
on them by the Government of India. Now, there is a chance for the 
Bengal Government to impose a little tax of one anna per 50. What 
an inoome would Bengal derive then ! 


I, therefore, recommend the following suggested minimum incomes 
to the Hon ’hie the Finance Member — 


^ an • 

Bin leaves 
Minerals 

Cigars and cigarettes 


Rf. 

20 lakhs. 
15 lakhs, 
*20 lakhs. 
5 lakhs. 


for his serious consideration. I do not think that he will have the 
masses objecting to the small taxation I have proposed. In conclusion 
I recommend my motion to the House. 

On the motion being put a division was claimed with the following 
result. 


AS* InM Nona. 
ArautrMf, Hr. W. L 
Am*b, Mr. J. m. 


flm, Wt . «. H. 
«MfW, 

Mb, nr. a. a. 

aantaiim 


AY It. 



m 
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JUUt, I mMi Mv*J« IhlMMi KIM 

M, Bab# UM H i«ar. 

•4, Ral SaMb Nrat BbibBr*. 

■mu, R«l liM PmMum. 

•Mr, Mr. C. N. 

Bm, Mr. I. M. 

W uMI rfl, MMvl *y*B Oirci HahUf. 

Mm, Mr. D. B. 

•m, Ral IMMir MjuMn Kinar. 

Part#vl, tM HMV4 Nivtl K. a. M„ Kin 
IMM ir. 

runt, Mr. L. R. 

•••tRil, Ral IMMir baaU Kmr. 

•JMMMVi, tba Mm 'M l AlhtfJ Mr AhBvUtriv. 
•Mabrtat, Mr. It. H. 

■mil, ftal IMMir IMrilu, 
liM, Baku PmvHi Kimr. 
taka, Mr. a. B. 

Maftt, Kfcaa Bafcaiar Maalvl Aiiial. 

HiMwi m, Mr. A. B. R. 

Man, •- * 

Maapar, Mr. «. «. 

Maaaala, Maalvl Latatat. 

fthaa, Kkaa BabaBar Maalvl Maaataai All. 

Rina, Mr. Raaaar Rabiaaa. 

Lav, Mr. laraaMa Ratk. 

MalR, Mr. R. 

Mtttar, tba Haa’bta Mr Pravaab ShaaBar . 

Mfttra, Baba tarat OhaaBra. 

MakbapaBhaya, Ral Sahib laral ObaaBra. 


MaRMk, Mr. MakaaBa Babary. 

Rat, Baba Bak LaL 
Rif, RavaraaB B. A. 

Raaky, Maharaja beta BbaaBra, at Raataban*. 
BaManBMa, tba Haa'bh Mr. Kkaraja. 

PMIpvt, Mr. N. B. V. 

Praatiaa, tba Hta’Ma Hr. W. B. R. 

Pratter, LL-Bal. A. N. 

Qaaaaa, Maalvl AM. 

Rabata, Mr. A. 

Rabiaaa, Mr. A. P. M. AbBar. 

Ralfcat, Mr. Praaaaaa Dab. 

Ral Makaaal, Maaialra Dab. 

Ray, Baba AaiatyaBbaa. 

Ray, Baba Kbattar Mabaa. 

Ray, Baba MafaaBra Rarayaa. 

Ray Ofcawtffcary, Baba Sttlak ObaaBra. 

RaM, Mr. R. R. 

Ray, Baba Harlbaaaa. 

Ray, Mr. lallaavar Ma|k. 

Ray, Mr. larat Kaaar. 

Ray, tka Maa’Ma Mr. Bijty PraaaB Blafb. 
laaBatallab, Maalvl MakaaaaB. 
barfcar, Ral SaMb Rabat! Mahan, 
laa, Mr. B. R. 

baa, Ral bahib Akikay Kaaar. 
bUpHUa, Mr. N. K. 

TawaaaB, Mr. H. P. V. 

WUklaaaa, Mr. H. R. 

I WaaBhaab, tba Haa'Ma Mr. 4. A. 


The Ayes being 18 and the Noes 59 the motion was lost. 

The demand under “6 — Excise” was then put and agreed to. 


7 — Stamps. 

Tht Hon’blB Mr. J. A. WOODHEAO: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 4,78,000 
be granted for expenditure under the bend “7 — Stamps.” The details 
•f this demand will be found on page 00 of the Budget Estimate and 
page 30 of the Finiiiusial Statement. 

MlUlvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,78,000 under the head “7 — Stamps” be reduced by 
Rfl. 100 (to draw attention of Government to the excessive value of 
•tamps and the effect thereof). 

The object of my moving this motion is very simple. It is only to 
draw the attention of Government to the exorbitant value of stamps. 
In these hard days of economic depression the poorer people are all the 
more hit. As usual, litigation must go on, but the poorer people on 
aocount of the excessive stamp duties are not in a position to pay op 
eourt-fees and other stamp duties that are necessary for filing suit*. 
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The effect of the exceeeive value of stamps has nowadays been to deny 
to the poorer section of the people the advantages of law courts. They 
are deprived to a great extent from goin(g to the law courts to get their 
grievances redressed. My intention is simply to raise a discussion. So 
I do not like to take any more time of the House. 

Th* Hofl’Wl Mr. «f. A. WOOD HEAD. I must oppose this motion. 
Stamp duties wfcre increased in 1922. They have not been increased 
since. They were increased with the object of getting more revenue, 
and I hope it must be clear to all of us that we cannot possibly forego 
any revenue at the present moment. And might I remind the House 
that certain provinces in which the increased duties were abandoned 
when their financial position was better in 1927-28 have been compelled 
to reimpose them. In the United Provinces certainly this has Wen 
the case. Our duties are also not in every case the highest in India; 
in some cases they are lower than the duties in some of the other 
provinces. I oppose the motion chiefly because we need the revenue 
and cannot possibly forego it. 

Th^ motion was then put and lost. 

The main demand was then put and agreed to. 


ft— Forests, 8A— Forests— Capital outlay charged to revenue, and 52A— 
Forests— Capital outlay not charged to revenue. 

The Hon'ble ALHADJ SIR ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum of Its. 8, .85, 000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“8 — Forests" and "8A — Forests — Capital outlay charged to revenue." 

It will be noticed that the demand for the yepr 1933-34 is less than 
that of 1932-33, 1931-32 and 1930-31 by Rs. 01,000; Rs. 2 lakhs and 
B«. 3,09,000, respectively. The reason for this steady decrease in 
expenditure is that, we have been compelled to observe stricter economy 
in framing the budget even Wlow the real requirements of the depart- 
ment, firstly, owing to the financial crisis which this province has been 
going through since 1929-30, and secondly, because of the continued 
slump in the market for forest produce. Such economy must have 
adverse effect on the prospect* of earning increased revenue when times 
returned to normal but, unfortunately, there is no help for it. 

The Forest Department is very remunerative in normal timet. 
There has been in the past a steady increase in the net revenue of the 
department after deducting the recurring and capital expenditure. 
The surplus of revenue over expenditure rose from Rs. 8 lakhs in 
1919-20 to Rs, 16 lakhs in 1925-26 and Rs. 14 lakhs in 1926-27. During 
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1928-29, the net revenue exceeded Rs. 14 lakhs. In 1930-31 the surplus 
was over*Rs. 1*3,85,000. Even in 1930-31 when the country was under 
the grip of severe economic distress and world-wide trade depression, 
this department yielded a net surplus of Its. 0,47,000. But owing to the 
persistent nature of the depression in trade and commerce which 
affected most adversely this department in particular, we have 
hardly been able to balance our budget in spite of our utmost 
efforts to improve matters in all possible directions,- The manner in 
which this trade depression has affected this department will be clear 
if we look to the heavy fall in forest receipts since 1929-30. The gross 
revenue of the department rose from Rs, 16 lakhs in 1919-20 to Rs. 29 
lakhs in 1929-26 and Rs. 31 lakhs in 1929-30. In view of the catastro- 
phic fail in prices it at once came down to about Rs. 23$ lakhs in 
1930-31 and Rs. 17 lakhs in 1931-32. On the assumption that trade 
conditions would somewhat improve, the current year’s estimate of 
forest receipts was fixed at Rs. 18 lakhs against, the revised estimate 
of Rs. 16,25,000 for 1931-32. The progress of actuals, however, 
indicated that the general slump in the timber market and the economic 
condition of the people which prevailed last year still continued, result- 
ing in a further fall in gales. The revised estimate has accordingly 
been fixed at Rs. 15$ lnkhs and the same for the next year’s estimate. 

Forest revenue depends, as is well known, directly on the timber 
market which again is largely conditioned by the purchasing power of 
people and unless this purchasing power improves and improves 
considerably through an increase in general prices, it is certain thatjF.e 
receipts from forests cannot be expected to return to figures which 
before 1930 were looked upon as normal. The work of the forest 
utilisation officer whose duty it is to find markets for forest produce, 
which in the past was done by a divisional forest officer in addition to 
his own duties is now being done by a whole-time officer so as to compete 
successfully with other timber-producing countries and provinces. An 
officer is worth his salt if he can command a market not only in this 
country but in outside places like the Sudan and Iraq where they are 
steadily going on building and extending their railways and it is hoped 
that this whole-time officer will be able to give good results. His work 
will be carefully watched. 

As already stated, it is unfortunate that we have had to reduce 
expenditure even below the normal requirements of the department 
due to abnormal conditions. The expenditure during the ensuing year 
represents just the bare necessaries of the department and any further 
reduction in expenditure is sure to result in a heavy fall in revenue. 
The estimate for the next* year under “A — Conservancy, Maintenance 
and Regeneration" shows an increase of Rs, 64,000 over the revised 
estimate for 1932-33. The increase is chiefly due to larger provision 
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for regeneration prescribed in the sanctioned working plans£ a provi- 
sion for Es. 12,000 for the replacement of the unserviceable boiler of 
steam launch Hawk has also contributed to the increase. Better 
provision for repairs to roads and buildings, etc., of the Forest Depart- 
ment accounts for the increase in the next year’s estimate. Owing to 
financial stringency during the last three years these works have had 
to be neglected, but this cannot continue indefinitely and it is proposed 
to make up part «of the lee-way next year. 

The demand under the head £ ‘8A — Forests — Capital outlay charged 
to revenue” includes the provision of funds for improvements to com- 
munications and buildings. These improvements are essentially 
necessary for the working of the department. So far as buildings are 
concerned, it is not possible to dispense with the construction of 
buildings especially in unhealthy localities where the staff will not be 
able to work unless properly housed. According to plans drawn up a 
sum of Rs. 70,000 to Rs. 80,000 was actually required next year, but it 
has been reduced to Rs. 30,000 only. 

Sir, I am sure the endeavours made by this department to increase 
revenue, combined with the economies effected in expenditure during 
these years of national calamity would in normal times have produced 
a surplus much higher than the average net profit of the department 
in the past. It is a matter of satisfaction that the important scheme 
fqj^he formation of ranges in the Sundnrbans Forest Division has how 
been put into effect. The necessity for the scheme is well-known to the * 
members of this House as explained by me last year, which' in, in short, 
to prevent continual decline of revenue and gradual depletion of the 
Sundarbans forests which in the last normal year 1929-30 produced a 
gross revenue of no less than Rs. 9 lakhs out of a total of Rs. 31 lakhs 
for the whole of Bengal. It will interest the members of this House 
to know that this new scheme haf been fully carried out inasmuch as 
all these forest ranges have been well marked out and the launches 
that we purchased last year have been attached to these ranges. The 
immediate result has been that whereas formerly there used to be 
considerable loss of timber in the Sundarbans, that has been checked to 
a very large extent and it is hoped that when time returns to normal, 
the Sundarbans yield will exceed what has been derived from it in (he 
past. The Sundarbans forest, if I may say so, is probably the biggest 
asset amongst all the forests under the Government of Bengal and, 
therefore, it is fortunate that even in spite of the economic conditions 
it has been possible for Government to launch upon a scheme and to 
carry it into effect. But for this, I am afraid, a large portion of our 
valuable timber in the Sundarbans would have been lost. With these 
words I commend my motion to the House. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAIU: May I speak generally on the * 
demand before the House? 

Mr. PRESIOENTs You have given notice of an economic cut; would 
you not like to move that? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Yes, on that motion I would 
like to speak generally on the main demand. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS You cannot move your motion now, for there 
aw already 2 motions ahead of yours. I think they should be moved 
first. 


Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,67,000 under the head “8A— Forest— Conservancy, 
maintenance and regeneration” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a dis- 
cussion on the policy of conservancy, maintenance and regeneration). 

My object in moving this motion is not to plead that Government 
should spend less on conservancy, maintenance and regeneration of 
the forests, but to challenge the policy of Government in relation to 
the maintenance and regeneration of the forests generally. As the 
Hon’ble Member has pointed out, the Forest Department has been in 
the past a remunerative department, but owing to the financial difficul- 
ties of the last few years it has ceased to be remunerative, for I do not 
think the estimate of income made in the next years ^ budgets 
Rs. 15,52,000 — is at all likely to materialise; it is an over-estimate on 
the basis of the revised estimate which is not likely to be realised. Sir, 
the Forest department should be looked upon as a purely commercial 
department. It should be remunerative and productive. Of course in 
every business there are periods when it must suffer loss and I would 
not mind if Government suffered a loss or did not obtain enough 
revenue in one particular year, and I would not. therefore, call upon it 
to reduce its expenditure on that account immediately. But as there 
have been a series of years of depression through which we are already 
passing and many more such years are likely to follow, I think it is 
time to consider whether there may not be a change of policy, which 
might enable the Government to meet and balance their current 
expenditure with their current revenue. Well, Sir, in all probability, 
if the expenditure estimated is really incurred, there will be a deficit 
next year; so it is for the Government to decide whether by a change in 
the system it is not possible to reduce the expenditure still further so 
as to keep within the bounds of the income. That does not mean that 
Government should really be spending less on the forests. We are 
prepared to admit that in respect of the forests such expenditure is not 
always immediately realised or does not always become immediately 
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fnutli You spend money in the expectation of reaping the benefit of 
it in the future. And I want Government to spend as much as possible 
for the development of the forests for the purpose of earning" large 
revenues in the future. But that expenditure must be financed noVout 
of ordinary revenues but by means of loan. If we had a progressive and 
imaginative policy with regard to that, it would go a great way to 
improve the finances of this province. But expenditure for the purposes 
of conservancy, .regeneration and maintenance out of the ordinary 
revenues is not work of that character and this expenditure must in any 
case be kept within the bounds of the income and if it is not possible to 
budget for a substantial expansion of the service, yet it should bo 
possible to keep within the revenue which this department brings, 

Mfl NARENDRA KUMAR BA8US I beg to move that tho 
demand of Ra, 1,67,000 under the head i * 8 A-— -Forest — Conservancy- 
Maintenance” be reduced by Rs. 66,500 (to urge abolition of the posts 
of Second Conservator and Forest Engineer). 

I also beg to support the motion which has been moved by my 
friend J)r. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. Sir, of all the departments, I 
submit that so far as expenditure and over-expenditure is concerned, 
the Forest Department is probably, if I may use the expression, the 
rottenest. 

Mr* PRE8IDENT: Will you take loug, Mr. Basil? I had then 
better adjourn the Council for prayer now. 

^Whe Council was then adjourned for prayer and reassembled 10 
minutes later.) 

• 

Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U* As I was saying, Sir, the 
Forest Department, the revenue of which has fallen steadily * from 
Rs. 23J lakhs in 1929-30 to Rs. 23 lakhs in 1930-31 and to Rs. 16,61,000 
in 1931-32, spent in 1929-30 Rs. 15,48,000, in 1930-31 Rs. 15,18,000 
and in 1931-32 Rs. 14,97,000. The present year’s revised estimate is 
Rs* 14,65,000, but the budget estimate for 1933-34 is Rg. 16,84,000— 
even more than the actuals of any of the years that I have mentioned! 

The way in which the monies of this department are being fritter- 
ed away will be seen in the Retrenchment Committee’s report. By 
the W*y, not a single pice of reduction has been included in the present 
budget. In the report handed to us, of action taken on the Retrench- 
ment Committee’s report, it is suggested that the approximate ultimate 
saving will be Rs. 17,000 in future years, but not a single pice has 
been deducted this year. You are aware, Sir, that the duplication of 
the post of conservator has been condemned in this House from year 
to year, hut the Civil List shows that there is another precious officer 
called the forest engineer, drawing a salary of Rs. 850, who has been 



Wkvn for three f^n sad s still showL i* the CivilList «, an 5 
«l the department, probably drawing a fat leave salar y. Then a 

yon will find I find that the Hon ’We Finance Member is ah 

Ws bead vigorously, I think he has not seen the Civil List for Jan 
But this Civil List shows at page 196 the name of this officer. 

tlm Hen’ble Mr. J. A. WOOOHEAD: He is on leave wi 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BABUi But that is not shown t 
fii .. shown a, getting Rs 860 pin, an oversea, pay „f m \ 
Sh, here is a gentleman who is on leave since the brt Februaiy 1 
cadre ThTn Jf mf ”“ !° * he . f e P»rtment and is still borne on 

ilv t , r lmp ! r,a 8erv,ce office "- whom 

probably kept on because of the.r several years’ war service gi 
J** ZZTa 8 “ d . pe “ io "’ “ d ° a * oi them has been under Z 
'l l l Zl k ,T h ° W long ' The ®®trenchment Conun 
2f° r ‘® d , th ‘V he utilisation officer in whose praise the Hoi 

' oud ' mouthed t0 -d»y. i» an officer who can ■ 
Veil be dispensed with. There are several other suggestions mad. 
the Retrenchment Committee with regard to that service which 1 
received but scant attention from the Government. 

.. . T *T’ h ^ b * in paragraph 67 the Retrenchment Committee 
that they understand that five elephants are maintained by the del 

J ent; the necessity of these elephants should be made out. (A v« 
ra they white elephants or black elephants?) I do not know who 

“•V” T!" te ° r Wack ° r whether are maintained under 
Elephant Preservation Act or something of that kind. But I sul 
that it is clear from what the House has heard that there is absolw 
Bo justification for the duplication of the post of Conservator and 
the maintenance of so many white officers (not elephants) in this dep 
ment without any rhyme or reason, specially in these lean days. 

Sif ABDEUCER '*' CHUZNAVIr M* 

r Dr ^n OupSv ,P “ llnff °" h " 0W ” mo,ion *** 

r ,<m te* 

Mr. MARCNDRA KUMAR BABU I I spoke on both. 

Tilt Hm*M« AtfcadJ Mr ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVIi 

hi. usual eloquence has told the House various things , 
b ** B *° <4 * r f® ti * <i®Partment with not having giv. 

-• « • "Mter of fact*, 
"•commendations of the Retrenchment Committee. In the 
ttis queebot, of socond circle has been something 
liwadri Kumar Bam. He hmuoKt i+ » n :« i^', 
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again Ilk 1932 and he has brought it up again in JS33. In 1981 when 
he filit brought it up I wanted to explain how impossible 'it waa to 
agree to his proposal, but before I had a chance of replying to him 
Mr. (now Sir Lancelot) Travers, whose absence we all deplore, got up 
and stoutly opposed it. I had to supplement his opposition by 
explaining the necessity of dividing the Forest Department into t*o 
circles. Sir George Hart, the then Inspector-General of Forests, id 
his inspection gote, urged the formation of two circles and pointed 
out that the forest revenue was sufficient to warrant the division. 
This proposal was considered carefully by the Government. The area 
of the forests brought under the administration of the department and 
the revenue derived therefrom have steadily increased since the pro- 
posal was first submitted. But apart from future possibilities it 
appeared to the Government that with the amount of work already on 
hand the Conservator of Forests was not in a position to exercise that 
amount of close supervision which the nature of the work demanded. 
The proposal was sent to the Secretary of State and as it was then seen 
that the revenue of the department had risen from Us. 16 to 29 lakhs 
in 1925-26, the proposal was sanctioned. Therefore as there was thU 
graduAl increase even up to the year 1931, I opposed the motion, but 
in 1932 when Mr. Basu again rame up with this motion, the Hon’ bis 
Mr. Marr explained to the House that the Retrenchment Committee 
which was going to be constituted by Government would consider all 
these matters. The Retrenchment Committee has formulated its pro- 
posals, and further, 1 933 is a vastly different proposition from 1931. 
Ij^have.now this abnormal slump and this dire economic distress; 
have before us the example of Assam. Government have taken all) 
these matters into their consideration and having done that they have 
accepted the recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee to keep 
in abeyance the post of the Southern Conservator of Forests, the con- 
sequential result of which is that the two offices will be amalgamated, 
which will result in a saving of recurring annual expenditure of some- 
thing like Rs. 49,700. This is what the Forest Department is doing atyi 
al the same time it has been decided by Government to give effect to this 
■■ * ** ■■ j from the beginning of the next financial year. But it mult 
h* realised that the matter has to be sent up to the Government of 
India in order to obtain the assent of the Secretary of State; 
*hat has been done and the assent of the Secretary of State to this 
proposal is awaited. It will be seen, therefore, that this department 
htl jjfl^erly taken steps to give immediate effect as it were to the most 
ijhclilii of the recommendations made by the Retrenchment Com- 
which pointed attention has been drawn year after year by 
my$5w Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. So I am quite prepared to 
give Mr. Basu all the credit for this very desirable economy, desirable 
, ilo frottTihe point of view of my hon’ble colleague, the Finance 

*«pber. 

, UK ; 
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Now I turn to something else, that is, the forest engineer, the aboil-. 

-jUcn of whosd^ post finds a place in the recommendqfions of th^ 
Retrenchment Committee. Would it surprise the membem' fef 4hii 
House to know that this department long before it received the ,*refcotn^ 
mendation of the Retrenchment Committee decided to carry on the . 
department without the services of that gentleman so that he js^longer 
Hl^ereP Then, again, I am greatly obliged to Dr. Sen Gupta for haying 
drawn the attention of the House to the necessity of providing as much 
money as possible in order to develop the forest revenue. That* is #11 
very good. But if he is in favour of providing money for developing 
forest revenue, how can he in the same breadth propose a cut under^he 
heads “Conservancy,” “Maintenance” and so on? 

(At this stage the time-limit for the discussion of the demand was 
reached.) 

With these words I oppose the motions. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was put and lost. 

The main demand put in was then put and agreed to. * 

9 — Registration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: On the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 18,27,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — 
Registration.”- 

Sir, the demand for the year 1933-34 is Rs. 18,27,00t) agfifist 
Rs. 18,94,000 for the current year. There is thus u decrease ill expen- 
diture by Rs. 67,000 in. round figures. During the current '^^psear 
savings to the extent of Rs. 1,29,362 havs already been surrendered. 

Strict watch has been kept over details of expenditure and " the 
most rigid economy observed in all directions. From the beguiling 
of the year steps have been taken to curtail expenditure on lines 
J|t4icated in some of the recommendations of the Retrenchment Corn- 
mittee. 

Transfer of officers has been reduced by at least 50 per cent, and 
, Wrs of inspection curtailed. A number of offices has been abolished 
and recruitment of officers has been stopped for two years; vacancies 
in the posts of ministerial staff have not been filled up except in nfttfl 
where it has been unavoidably necessary. A large amount has betffi 
saved by keeping a strict watch over the employment of 
mtkorrin by exacting more work from the permanent staff and by 
introducing a system of provisional transfers of mvkarrin from one 
office to another to clear^ff arrears and by extending the time for com- 
pletion of documents. Reduction of rents of sub-registry office buOd- 
Jhff* bas been effected by urging landlords to accept a lower af 
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, tent.jJTE«refore, r it will be seen that as far as possible not only effect 
;hae pm gijen to the recommendations of the Reti&tment CW 
mifctee'but a very strict watch has been kapt over expenditure, and 
savings' have been effected wherever possible. 

s Oftaiof the most important problems of the department is that of 
tftildmfp for sub-registry offices and sub-registrars’ quarters. But alt * 
the 1 * buildings schemes have been held in abeyance owing to want 
fuftdg. Congestion in record-rooms has been removed to some extent 
for the present at least by providing record racks out of the grant of 
Rg, 40,000 made in th? curreut year. Book-binding and repairs of 
furniture are two other pressing demands. Although the most urgent 
case$ have been attended to as far as possible with the help of tlie 
ordinary grant under the head “Contract contingencies, ” it has not 
been possible to touch even the fringe of the problem. A special pro- 
vision of Rs. 10, (MX) has, therefore, been made for this purpose tKin 
year. With these words I commend mv motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 


Vtai Bahadur 8ATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: 1 beg to move that 
the detaand of Rs. 10,025 under ih? head “9A— Superintendence— Pay 
of Inspector-General” be reduced by Rs. 10(1 (to draw attention to 
desirability of amalgamating the post of Inspector-General of Regis- 
tration w r ith the Commissioner of Excise). 

Sir, it is an economic cut. So my suggestion would be how the 
same work can be done at a cheaper cost. 

^^Tell,*>ir, the same work can really be done at a cheaper cost if you 
amalgamate (a) the post of Inspector-General of Registration with that 
of 4jbM) r (6) Commissioner of Excise, # 

This was actually suggested by the Retrenchment Committee, but, 
as usual, it was rejected by the Government without any reason being 

Tue Government may have a right to reject, but it is not always a 
good, much less wise, policy to reject, and without reason. 

I find no reason why the Government has rejected this recom- 
mendation of the Retrenchment Committee. We have got a right to 
know the reasons for its rejection. I am sure the Government Sue/ 
got absolutely no reason to reject, therefore no justification for rejec- 
tion. 

We know that the Inspector-General of Registration as a member 
of the Council of State spent nearly half of the year in Delhi and 
Simla. Hie personal assistant worked in his place during his absence. * 
And the work did not suffer in the least. So you see you can verjf 
easily abolish the poet of the Inspector-General of Registration, Then 
why not do itf Statistics show that the work in this department if; 
not en the increase. 
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Neither^the quality nor the quantity of the work don® by the 
Inspector-General of Registration, justifies the existence or retention 
of his post. The nature of his work has been examined and found to 
be of a routine character. 

, It has also been found that the Commissioner of Excise can easily 
perform the work of the Inspector-General of Registration in addition 
to his present duties. Only, Sir, what I suggest is that the said Com- 
missioner will be assisted by the personal assistant to the Inpector- 
General and by the inspector of registration offices. 


Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this motion. I have some knowledge of the working of the 
department which is being discussed now. My friend referred to an 
argument which was advanced by the Retrenchment Committee which 
met about ten years ago. When that committee was appointed, 
the Inspector-General of Registration had an assistant who was also a 
member of the Bengal Civil Service and in respect of position and 
status both the Inspector-General of Registration and his assistant were 
almost the same. Naturally in the absence of the former the latter 
was quite competent to discharge the duties of the Inspector-General 
of Registration. So if the Inspector-General of Registration at' that 
time was absent for four or five months, his assistant could carry on 
his work during his absence, but the same is not the case now. At 
present, if I remember aright, the personal assistant to the Inspector- 
General of Registration is a mere sub-registrar who is of the position 
of a common clerk. If you say that the work of the Inspector-Ge|^»al 
of Registration can now be done by a common sub-registrar, then you 
do not seem to give much importance to the position and work of the 
Inepector-General of Registration. Even when the new Retrenchment 
Committee made its recommendation, I believe they did not care to 
inquire whether they were right in coming to the same conclusion as 
was arrived at by their predecessors. So I do not see how we can get 
rid of a provincial service man from the department. 

Sir, I have a little knowledge of the Excise Department as 
well. There is certainly no affinity of work between the two depart- 
ments. If there had been the slightest affinity between the two depart- 
ments, I would not have hesitated to support the proposal for amalga- 
mation, hut the work of the two departments is entirely different. 
Then, Sir, there is every chance of an Excise Superintendent occupying 
the position of Excise Commissioner in time. The Excise Depart- 
ment has been absolutely separated from the general service. They 
have got their own officers and it is in the fitness of things that an 
officer of the department should occupy the position of Excise Com- 
missioner in course of time, if you want to provincialise your services. 
So, if you suggest that « man who has specially been trained in a 
^particular department should he put in charge of another department 
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of which he has no knowledge, I am not in favour of such an experi- 
ment; The members of the Indian Civil Service have a special train- 
ing for all the departments and it has been found from experi- 
ence that they have proved very efficient officers wherever they have 
been placed; and I have nothing to say so far as thay are concerned** 

I have never heard of any proposal from a public man that an excise ^ 
officer should bo allowed to do the work of a deputy magistrate. That 
being the case, # when the excise sen’ ice was reorganised and separated 
from the general department, I cannot understand how the (Yiminis- 
sioner of Excise who ought to be recruited from that department in 
course of time could be also Inspector-General of Registration. 
Further, I do not think that Government will he justified in allowing 
the Commissioner of Excise to do the work of the Inspector-Generarof 
Registration, because the work of the Commissioner of Excise is really 
very onerous. If he has to do his work honestly, he will absolutely 
have no leisure, as far as I know, for any other work. My friends 
should know that he has to look after a revenue-yielding department 
which, if properly worked, ought to yield in Bengal at least JJ crores of 
rupees. If he is allowed to devote himself to any other duties, he will 
not be able to exercise a proper control over his department which 
practically yields about one-third of the total revenue of the province. 

I know that vigilance and constant attention of the Commissioner is 
necessary to maintain the revenue at a proper level und the moment 
vigilance is withdrawn, the revenue of the Excise Department will 
come down to half. A little mixture of water is enough to bring down 
tb^revenwe under this head. If the Excise Commissioner is on the 
alert and exercises proper supervision over the superintendents and 
inspectors and other subordinates, he can increase the revenue. If, 
however, on the other hand, he is allowed to do other wo A, he will Jiot 
be able to do properly the work of his own department which will con- 
sequently suffer. That is the point which, I think, ought to be very 
seriously considered by the Government. These are abnormal times, 
but you are keeping your Members and Ministers because you say 
their services are required. I do not understand how you can say that 
you want to reduce the number of officers whom you ha\e appointed 
to certain posts for a certain number of years. If you say that you 
cannot dispense with the services of those part-time officers whom you 
have brought from public life, in what breath can you say that you 
will deprive the poor officers of their appointments because of bad 
times? There is absolutely no justification that any officer should be 
reduced even though in abnormal times abnormal arguments can be 
put forward. I would, therefore, strongly oppose the motion of the 
Rai Bahadur, 

Mr. P, BANERJI: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to support the > 
motion of my friend, Rai Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur. I must 
first of all point out that the Nawab Sahib suggested that an old * 
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argument has been brought fyjrward in this motion, bu$ It is not the 
case. In this connection I must refer to page 25 of this" report of the 
Retrenchment' Committee of 1932 where they suggested in so many 
words the very thing brought forward in this motion, viz., the amalga- 
mation of the two posts — the Inspector-General of Registration and of 
* the Excise Commissioner. The Nawab Sahib has given a first class 
certificate to the members of the Indian Civil Service who are 
tbbjanUu and can do everything and possibly the other parsons who 
belong to the Bengal Civil Service or other Indians who are not mem- 
bers of the Indian Civil Service cannot do such work. My friend, the 
Rai Bahadur, has never said that by the amalgamation a non-Indian 
Civil Service officer should be put there; he has rather suggested that 
economy may be effected and in the first part of his speech he has 
shown how this economy could be effected by amalgamation. I have 
every respect for the experience of the Nawab Sahib who was a 
Minister of the Government of Bengal some years ago, but since then 
things have so changed that the present Retrenchment Committee has 
definitely recommended the amalgamation of the two posts. Let us go 
into the details given by the Nawab Sahib. He has stated that the 
^ Excise Commissioner is an officer who is fully busy with his own work 
and no other work can be given to him and if additional work be given 
to him, there will be a risk of an increase in the illicit manufacture of 
country spirit. But that is not so. I mnv tell the Hon’ble Minister 
that that is not the state of affairs and with some knowledge of the inner 
working of the department I can tell him that at present the Excise 
Commissioner is not doing anything except the signing of offieial dgp** 
ments and the giving of advice on the grant of licenses and so on, and 
in fact the Collector is all in all, looking after the department in 
Calcutta and there are other district officers who look after the work in 
the mu f at sal. 

[It being 7 p.m. of the clock: — ] 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Bauerji, will you take much more timeP 
P« BANERdli Yes, Sir, I want a few minutes more. 

Mr# PRESIDENT* ^ery well, you may then speak fo-morrow. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the J 71 h 
- March, 1933, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings ff the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the previsions o I the Government of Indftf Act 

Thb Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 17th March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 


Present. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers end 99 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Aoooiints of the Csloutta Port Trust 

•61. Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that it is contemplated as a measure of 
economy to do away with the existing arrangement sanc- 
tioned by Government for having the accounts of the 
Calcutta Port Trust audited by the Assistant Director of 
Commercial Audit and his staff ; 

(h) what arrangements do the Port Trust intend to make for gat- 
ing the accounts of the Trust audited ; and 
(c) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
urging the Port Commissioners to employ some reputed 
Indian firm of Accountants and Auditors, if the question of 
engaging Public Auditors arises for auditing the accounts 
of the Trust P 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tho Mon’Wo 
Mr. J. A. Woodhtad): (a), ( b ) and (r) The question of the audit of the 
Calcutta Port Trust accounts is at present under discussion between the 
Calcutta Port Commissioners, the local Government and the Government 
of India, and it is impossible at the present stage to s^y what the decision 
will bo. 
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Reduction of free atudontshlpK in tbe Dam Dhrfeion. 

•62. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UNIS (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(t) that the Inspector of Schools, Dacca Division, has recently 
issued a circular letter to all the authorities of the high 
English schools within his jurisdiction to the effect that the 
15 per cent, free-studentships hitherto available to the poor 
eligible Muslim students should be reduced to 5 only; and 

(ft) that 10 per cent, free-studentships thus released should be 
given away to the deserving student® belonging to the 
“depressed classes” ? 

(b) If the answers to (fl) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware of any provision being 
made in the same circular letter regarding distribution of the afore- 
said 10 per cent, reserved for the depressed class students, in schools 
where there are no students belonging to the depressed classes? 

(r) Is there any provision made in the said circular regarding distri- 
bution of surplus seats after satisfying the claims of the deserving 
depressed class students? 

( d ) If the answers to (h) and (c) are in the negative, will the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is any likelihood of 
the aforesaid 10 per cent, seats or the surplus seats reverting to the 
poor Muslim students as of right? " 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the said 
circular has received the approval of the Government? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of a feeling that exists in the 
Muslim community that the said circular is calculated to cause immense 
hardship to the poor and deserving Muslim students P 

MINISTER to charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Naiimuddin) : (n) No such circular has been 
isiued by the Inspector of Schools, Dacca Division. The member 
evidently refers to a circular, which provided for free-studentships for 
members of the backward classes. The proportion available to Muslim 
students is not affected by the circular. 

(6), (c), ( d ), (e) and if) Do not arise. 

Maulvi IT ID MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member bo 
pleased to state at whose cost the scholarships have been taken awayP 

Tht Hon'bl. Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: General rerekoe. 
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Fill of rant iri khas mahal arm* in Moakhali' 

•63. Matllvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member lh charge of the Revenue Department aware that collection 
of rent in the khas mahal areas in the district of Noakhali has fallen 
to a great extent? If so, why? 

( b ) Is the Hoa’ble Member also aware that khas mahal tenants in 
this district are purely agriculturists and are suffering acutely owing , - 
to the fall in the price of paddy, jute and other agricultural products? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of fixing land 
fent according to the variation of the price of agricultural products, 
i.c., in proportion to the rise and full in the price of the agricultural 
products? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — 

(i) that the present petty settlement operations in this district are 
being made now, enhancing the rent by about double the 
• existing rate; nnd 

(f») that the poor agriculturists in the khas mahah are in difficulty 
even in paying the existing rate of rent? 

(c) What steps, if any, do the Government propose taking to alleviate 
the misery of the tenants in khas mahal during the present acute 
djptress ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the khas mahal tenants are being made to pay 
salamis and rents for undeveloped lands along with the arrqpr rents and 
that certificates are being issued and properties sold und purchased by 
Government for less than a rupee for want of private bidders? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to state — 

(t) the number of holdings sold, year by year, from 1929-30 to 
1931-32 (up to 31st January, 1933); and 

(iV) the number of them purchased separately by (7) Government, 

(2) private persons? 

(&) Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

(») remitting rent and salami s for undeveloped lands or staying % 
collection till they become fit for cultivation ; 

(it) stopping the practice of settling undeveloped lands which are 
not fit for cultivation; and 

^ (Hi) suspending collection of rent till the economic condition of the 
country improves? 



m QUESTIONS. [17th Ma*., 

MEMBER Hr Char*# * REVENUE DEPARTMENT (th# HoftWt 
Sir Provtth Oflunder Mtttsr): (a) tes to some extent, owing pertly to 
a fall in price of agricultural products and pertly to want of cash. The 
collection#, however, are showing signs of improvement this year. 

(h) Most of them are purely agriculturists and have been more or 
less adversely affected by the fall in prices. 

{ c ) No, as under the system of assessment prevailing in khas 
mahals in Bengal the value of produce is not the determining factor. 
The average rate of rent in khas mahals in the district of Noakhali is 
Rs. 3-2 per acre as against the average rate of rent of Rs. 4-4-5 per 
acre, for occupancy raiyats for the whole of the district. Apart from 
other reasons the rate of rent in Noakhali khas mahals represents 
1 / 24th of the value of gross produce in normal times and about l/12th 11 
even on the present diminished value of agricultural produce. 

(d) ( i ) No. It is reported that the average enhancement is about 
26 per cent, and that the enhanced rents are still lower than those in 
permanently-settled estates. 

(tt) Some of the poorer tenants are finding difficulty in making 
payments on account of low prices. In the case of the poorer tenants 
certificates are not being issued. In the case of richer tenants who 
are able to pay hut are not paying, certificates are being filed with 
discrimination. On the whole a fair amount of rent is being collected 
amicably. 

(«) Therfl is no distress as regards food; on the other hand price of 
rice is low. There is no general distress which calls for special 
measures. Loans and gratuitous relief were granted in khas mahal in 
Hatiya police-station last September, and the Collector is going to make 
proposals for remission of rent in certain areas where crops have failed. 

(/) Undeveloped lands are not settled as a rule. It was brought to 
the notice of the Collector that certain lands which^ had not yet been 
fully developed had beeu settled with tenants. Those tenants were given 
the option of surrendering tlie lands and taking refund of salami or 
of keeping the lands on a progressive rent starting at 6 annas 3 pies per 
acre. Hitherto none have surrendered. In another case realisation of 
rent and salami has been suspended pending inquiry. In oase of new 
settlements salami is being realised by instalments and arrear rent is 
not charged. Certificates have been filed in the case of certain tenancies 
which were in arrear for. 1337 B.S. or earlier. In some cases Govern- 
ment purchased holdings for less than a rupee. 

(ff) (*) and (ii) A statement is laid on the table. 
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« <4\ 

(h) (*) and («) Suitable! action is being taken by the Collector where 
necessary. [Fide answer to (/).] «* 

(mV) Ho. ~ 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question Xo. $3 (g) (») and (it), 
showing the sale of holdings from 1929-30 up to the 31st January, 1933. 


• 

Year. 

Total number of 
holdings sold. 

Number 
purchased by 
Government. 

Number 
purchased by 
private persons. 

1 

2 

i 

3 

4 

192930 

67 

31 

36 

1930-31 

106 

51 

55 

1931-32 . 

211 

141 

70 

1932-33 

474 

379 

95 


Khan Bahadui 


MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Ifon'ble 


Member be pleased to state whether or not the enhancement of rent at the 
psesenttim^ of economic depression will operate harshly on the tenants? 


The Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: If the hon’ble 

member refers to the present minor settlements the answer does not refer 
to that because that is still going on. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: My question 
refers to the settlement of khas mahal lands in Noakhali. 


The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Past or 
present P N 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Present. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: This answer 
has no reference to that. It refers to past. 

Mautvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answer (d) (*), 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state when is it proposed to iftra 
effect to the proposed enhancement? 
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TIM Hon’bM Sir PROVASH CHUNDEft MISTER: So far «s I 

understand this enhancement took place long ago. So far as operations 
that are now going on, before rents are confirmed we shall look into the 
matter; but so far as settlements done in the past are concerned I cannot 
tell, in detail without further notice. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state as to whether Government contemplates a policy 
of not advancing any rent in khan mahal at least till the economic 
distress is over? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PROYASH CHUNDER MITTER: No, the reason 

is this: The settlement in khax mah/il is for a period of 30 or 15 years 
as the case may he and there is no reason for not enhancing because of 
the present distress. As I have previously explained there may be a 
reason for temporary remission or suspension. On the other hand 
owing to these rents being settled when prices are low the agriculturists 
may gain to some extent under section 30. It is very difficult to go into 
details in answer to a question. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In that view whether it 
is not a fact that any enhancement will cause great hardship at present? 


Tha Hon’ble Sir PROYASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am n^, pre- 
pared to admit that as a general proposition. There may be special cases 
in which relief may be given. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: What does the Hon’ble 
Member contemplate to do in order to obviate the difficulty where he 
thinks that hardship will be caused P 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROYASH CHUNDER MITTER: The settlement 

officer and the Board of Revenue will in the first instance look into any 
particular case. 

v Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a disastrous 

example of Government as landlords? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROYASH CHUNDER MITTER: It is not a bad 

example, because rent is ihuch lower than that in the permanently settled 
areas and enhancement is not high even if present low prices be taken 
into consideration. 
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tom Bahadur MUHABtlAD ABDUL MOMIN: With reference to 

answer (c) is it a facl that the quality of land in khat mahal is the same 
as in the permanently settled areas P 

Th# Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I should like to 
have notice. 

• Recruitment of aseifttant surgeons. 

•64. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: . <«) Will the Hou’bla '' 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department he pleased 
to lay pn the table a statement showing for the year 19d2 — 

(t) the number of assistant surgeons appointed ; 

(«) the number of applications received by Government : 

(m) the qualifications of each recruit ; 

( 11 ?) how many of those selected were — 

(/) regular students; and 

(2) scholarship holders and prize winneis; 

(r) how many of the candidates were — 

(7) regular students ; and 

(2) scholarship holders and prize winners; and 
(vt) the number of recruits who passed the usual age-limit P 

(6) Is it a fact that previously selection of candidates was made upon 
their academic career as well as post-graduate training in the hospital t 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what special reasons led the Government to 
appoint persons who were over-aged and with irregular career* P 

MINISTER in oharge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’blc Mr. Bijoy Prmd Singh Roy)! (a) A statement 
is laid on the table. 

(6) These were among the factors taken into consideration. 

(c) Government accepted the recommendation of the Selection Com- 
mittee. The special claims of the candidates were strong and they weiT 
considered unusually suitable. * 


Statement referred M the reply to starred question No. $ 4 (fl). 

(a) (*) Number of assistant surgeons appointed— 16. 

<m) Number of applications received by Government— 415. 
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(mi) Qualifications of each recrujt*—They were ^11 M.B.'s of Calcutta 
University. 


(in) (7) Regular students — 11. 

(2) Scholarship holders and prise winners — 11 scholarship 
holders and 5 prize winners. 

( v ) (1) Regular students — Information is not available. 

(2) Scholarship holders and prize winners — Information is not 
available. 

hi) Number of recruits who passed the usual age-limit — 2. 


Mf. P. N. CUHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the 
*** reason which leads them to appoint recruits who have passed the 
age-limit P 


The Hoft’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I refer the 
hon’ble member to answer (c). 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on the table) 

New edition of the Bengal Code. 

52. Mioivi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the Hon’ble Member in eharfe 
of the Legislative Department be pleased to state whether it is in 
. contemplation to bring out a new edition of the Bengal Code in view 
of the fact that numerous Acts have been passed since the current 
edition was published? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hofl’bl# Sir Provash Chundar Mittar): Owing to the financial strin- 
gency Government^© not contemplate bringing out a new edition of 
the Bengal Code at present. . ' 

Paata of Audit Impaotor under tha Calcutta Port 

4f *• 

SS. Mr. 8YAMARR0SAD M00KER4EES (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that in 1932 the Calcutta Port Commissioners issued a 
notification inviting applications for two posts of Audit Inspector? 

(6) What wus the notified scale of salary for the said posts, and 
prior to the recruitment in 1982, what was the grade of salary for the 
•aid appointments? 
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The Hon’Me Mr. A A. WOODHEAO: <„) Tm. 

120/wbSuS niiTV* the *2 r*i Rv 150 ~16 — 210/240—20— 

320/360^-30—450, but it was notified that selected candidates would 

8 ^‘ “if® ** * * ***** ?■ me ”'T“ *■* «*■ The Commissioners 

st th«r 2059th meeting held on the 10th April, 1931, deride that for 
new entrants the pay of Inspector of Accounts should be altered from 
Rs.. 150 15 180/260 25 — 350/400 — 40 — 600 to Rs. IsTltiw 
240 — 20 — 320 / 360—30 — 450. 0 1U/ 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
,her be pleased to state whether he is aware that the Calcutta Port 
Commissioners do not pay anything towards meeting the charges for 
AllUlt P 


The Hon’Me Mr. J. A. WOODHEAO: 

not meet the cost of audit. 


1 lie Port Commissioners do 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Are the Government 

umtemplating charging audit fees upon these local Indies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAO: I refer the hon’ble member 

to the reply to question No. f>l (starred). 


Movement to stop payment of rent, etc., in Noekhtli. * 

• 54^ Mpulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department uware of a movement 
which has been going on from December, 1931, in the district of 
Noakhali to stop payment of rent, taxes and moneylenders’ dues? * 

(b) Is it a fact that several representations to the above effect huve 
been submitted to the Government by the Landholders’ Association and 
several moneylenders and landholders individually P 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) ore in the affirmative, what 
steps have the Government taken or do they propose taking in the 
matter? 

• ^ the ® on Member be pleased to state the result of 

mqsif^ if any, made on the above representations in the meantime P 

(«) Will the Hon’ble Member he pleased to state the reasons for 
the military march throughout the district? 

(/) At whoee instance are these marches arranged P | 

(ff) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that civil disobedience movement 
1* no longer in’ vogue in this district P 

(&) If the answer to (p) is in the affirmative, why have milftnijr 

***** marches been arranged in this district? * * % v 
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(i) If the answer to ( h ) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Member 

be pleased to state — * 

(t) whether, and if so, when, there was ever civil disobedience 
movement present in the district; and 

(ii) why no military marches in the district were arranged then? 

MEMBER in otiarge of POLITIOAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) and (d) Government’s information is that 
there lias been no such general movement as the question implies in 
Noakhali district, though the leaders of some krishak tamitii have made 
inflammatory speeches tending to disturb the relations between landlords 
* and tenants, creditors and debtors. 

(b) Yes. 

( c ) Suitable action has been taken under the law where it was 
called for, and the local officers are carefully watching the situation. 

( e ) and ( h ) Route marches by troops are part of their ordinary 
training and are intended also to promote confidence in the resources 
of Government for the maintenance of the public security. 

(/) By the military authorities in consultation with the local officers. 

(ff) Outward manifestations of civil disobedience are now negligible 
in Noakhali. 

(i) (t) Yes. 

(ii) Troops were not available. 


Observant* of local holidays in the Political Department. 

55. Maulvi NURAL ABSAR CHOUDHURY*. (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the local holidays that are granted to all 
{ employees, irrespective of caste and creed, in all departments including 
the Finance Department, are not granted to Muslim employees of the 
Political Department? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the local holidays have been granted since May, 1918? , 

(<?) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state the reason of such differential treatment in the 
Political Department? 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Member considering the desirability of stopping 
stich differential treatment? 

^ ii* Mr. W. O. ft PR1HTI0E: (a) and (*) Local holidayi 

"are allowed only when the state of work permits. Owing to an 
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ofwork in the Political Department it fan not been 
fouW fwttMo to grant the concession to employee* other than thole 
who lfiijhed to observe the holidays on religions grounds, This restric- 
tion ha* applied to Hindu assistants as veil as Muhammadan, and hi 
not confined to the Political Department. 

(b) Yes. 

id) Does not arise. 

Aheanullah School of Engineering, Dacca, 

Si. Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN SARKERt Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
what action he proposes to take on the application suhmitted to him on 
26th July, 19*12, by the head and senior mittnes of the Workshop 
Department of the Ahsanullah School of Engineering, Dacca, when the 
Hon’ble Minister went on a visit to the said school P 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Government do not 
propose.to take any action at present. 

Arrangement for teaching Arabic, Persian or Urdu for Muslim girts in 
high English and middle English schools. 

$7. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHl (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister ip charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether arrangements for teaching Arabic, Persian or Urdu to Muslim 
girls have been made in any high English or middle English schools 
for girls besides the Khastagir's Girls’ School at Chittugong? If not, 
why notP 

(h) Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
representation from the guardians of the Muslim girls in the Dacca 
Eden High English School has been received for provision being made V 
for the education of their wards in Arabic, Persian or UrduP 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what arrangement has 
been made to comply with the said representation P 

(d) l)oes the Hon’ble Minister realise that the want of provision for 
the education of Muslim girls in high English and middle English 
ebhools in Arabic, Persian and Urdu is adversely affecting the Islamic 
cultural attainments of these girla? 

<e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether A , 
daughter of Maulvi Abdul Gofran, b.l,., Public Prosecutor and Chair-- * * 
mas, district board, Jfoakhali, had to take Sanskrit for want of arrange- 
.mentis the Eden Grids’ High English School at Dacca for the teichitfg • 
«f Arabic, Persian and Urdu? * *; 

y !• ^ 
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if) Was any representation made by this girl's father Manlvi Abdul 
Gofran to the head mistress of the school, the Director of Public 
Instruction or the Government against the unsatisfactory arrangements 
in the school ? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, what action, if any, has 
been taken in the matter? 

T he Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes: in the 
Sakhawat Memorial Girls’ High English School in Calcutta. 

(b) Yes. 

( c ) and (d) Provision has been mode in the budget for 1933-34 for 
the appointment of teachers of Arabic, Persian and Urdu in the Eden 
and two other Girls’ High Schools. 

(e) and (/) Yes. 

(g) Vide answer to (c) and (d). 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the study of Sanskrit causes great hardship to 
Muhammadan students. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: It is a hardship if 
they want to read Arabic or Persian but cannot get it and are forced to 
take Sanskrit instead. If they take it voluntarily it is no hardship. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is the Sakhawat Memorial Girls’ 
School the only school where provision for teaching Arabic and Persian 
is required ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I would draw the 
attention of the hon’ble member to answer (c) and (d). 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the names of the two other girls’ high schools where 
Persian and Arabic are proposed to be taught? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN : The Mymensingh and 
the Oomilla Government High Schools. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

8— Registration. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: On a point of order, Sir. 
There are some identical motions and there is one in my name. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You may then speak on this motion. 

Tin Hoo’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUOOIN: Would it not be 
better to have them moved all together so that I may make one reply? ? 

Mr* PRESIDENT: It may not be necessary to move them all. If 
a decision is taken in regard to one of these motions the rest need not 
be moved at all. So I propose to follow the normal course in the present 
ease. • 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, last night while I was supporting the 
motion moved by Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das, I put forward 
the argument that this motion was a very reasonable one and in support 
of that argument I referred to page 25 of the Retrenchment Committee’s 
report where it was definitely recommended that the two posts might 
be amalgamated without in any way impairing the efficiency of the 
administration. My hon’ble friend Nawab Musbarruf Hosain spoke 
from his experience as Minister that it was not possible to amalgamate 
the two posts unless they were run bv a member of the Indian Civil 
Service. 1 am not disposed to decry the Indian Civil Service people 
who, l think, are most efficient ami the he*'! public servants. But there 
was no question that an I.C.S. should not he placed in charge of the 
amalgamated department. As a matter of fact an Indian Civil Service 
man is now Commissioner ot Kxcise. However, he that as it may, the 
point is that the two posts can bo amalgamated. It is the opinion 
of the Retrenchment Committee ami at the same time it (an he urgued 
t4»at syen the Commissioner of Kxcise after the creation of the Licensing 
Board has not much work to do. In fact he is a member of the Advisory 
Body and the Collector of Kxcise practically does all the ^ork. Then, 
again, the Inspector-General of Registration has also not much work to 
do as is proved by the fact that the predecessor of the present Inspector- 
General of Registration was a Member of the Council of State and 
used to spend most of his time at Delhi and Simla. The work used to 
be carried on by his Personal Assistant. So, Sir, these two posts can 
be amalgamated as has been pointed out by the Retrenchment Committee 
and the two Personal Assistants can carry on the work of the two 
department* under one officer. 

Last year, while moving r« cut Mr. J. N. Gupta, a retired member 
of the Indian Civil Service, with his personal knowledge of administra- 
tion, also recommended this amalgamation. This year we find the names 
of so many distinguished members in the list recommending this 
amalgamation and have sent identical cuts. This shows the public 
feeling and the Ministers should rise to the height of the occasion and 
accept oar proposal. 

Mr* ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: I rise to support the motion, 
The Retrenchment Committee of 1922 recommended that the poet of the 
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Inspector-General of Registfjitfbn should be abolished and that the 
department should be placed under the Commissioner of Excise. The 
last Retrenchment Committee as well reiterated the same recommenda- 
tions. But in spite of the acute financial stringency the Government 
of Bengal are not in a mood to give effect to those recommendations. 
I cannot make out any cogent reason for this attitude of the Govern- 
ment. The way in which the Government is turning down the recom- 
mendations of the Retrenchment Committee and thp cut motions of 
the members of this House makes us very sceptic about the intention of 
the Government whether they are at all serious in reducing the expendi- 
ture. No reason was assigued tor rejecting ihje recommendation of 
the Mookerjee Committee on this head and we do not know what are 
the reasons for turning down the recommendations of the Swan 
Committee also. The only argument that may be put forward is that of 
endangering the efficiency. But that is only a blunt and stereotyped 
argument. The Retrenchment Committees one after another entered 
into the question very carefully and after very careful consideration 
they held that these two posts can be safely amalgamated without retard- 
ing the efficiency of any of the departments. We are sorry that the 
Government differ with the Retrenchment Committees on this point as 
they differ in all other more or less important points. My submission 
is t flirt that in view of the strong public opinion the Government should 
accept this proposal even as an experiment and examine for some time 
how the arrangement works. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, 1 beg to support the 
motion of my friend Hai Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur. The Retrench- 
ment Committee presided over by Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee and the 
recent Retrenchment Committee have both made out a good case for the 
abolition of the post of Inspector-General of Registration. Both of them 
recommended that the Registration Department should be placed under 
the control of the Commissioner of Excise. Both the committees were 
of opinion that the amount of work did not justify the employment of 
two officers. They considered a statement put in by the Inspector- 
General of Registration showing the duties which he has to discharge 
and after due consideration they held that either the nature or the 
quautity of the work did not justify the retention of the post. Most of 
the work is of a routine character. Although the inspection of district 
sub-registrars’ offices are part of his duties, they were not satisfied that 
there is any advantage in having them inspected annually both by the 
Inspector-General and by the Inspector of Registration Offices. It is 
said that the Inspector-General directs his attention mainly to adminis- 
trative questions and the Inspector mainly to audit. The Inspector 
devotes on an average seven days to the inspection of each district 
office and the Committee considered that he should be able in this time to 
investigate its working fully from both aspects. 
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Mir kon’ble friend Nawab Mnahamif ifoaain, who held charge of the 
department as Minister some years ago has tried to defend the retention 
of the post of Inspector-General of Registration by enumerating the 
onerous character of the duties imposed on him. The duties may be 
onerous but I think there is no justification in holding that those duties 
cannot be performed by any other officer in addition to his own duties, 
if he has got the time and the ability to do so. The Swan Committee 
repeated the recommendation of the Mookerjee Committee and held that 
the post of the Inspector-General of Registration should be abolished and 
that his duties should be handed over to the Commissioner of Excise who 
will be assisted by the personal assistant to the Inspector-General and 
by the Inspector of Registration Offices. The recommendation of the 
Mookerjee Committee was rejected without any reason being assigned. 
I hope the recommendation of the Swan Committee will receive better 
consideration. With these few words I support the motion. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BASU: 1 beg to support the motion, 
and I do so on the grounds that have been more or less stated by previous 
speakers. It 1 *. common ground that both the Retrenchment Committees 
that have sat in Bengul hove unanimously recommended the amalgama- 
tion of these two departments, and in the list furnished to us regarding 
the retrenchments accepted by Government we note that this has not been 
accepted, and no reason has been given. In fact, with regard to the 
Registration Department, the only recommendation that has been 
accepted if* the one that the office itself suggested, it is a departmental 
Puggastion that has been accepted, but the other suggestions of the 
Retrenchment Committee which would have saved a sum of over Rs. 6 
lakhs to Government have been given the go-by. I do nqt know what 
the reasons of the Government are for not accepting the unanimous 
recommendations of two Retrenchment Committees consisting of official 
and non-official members regarding this matter, Certain reasons were 
advanced bv Nawab Musbarruf llosain last night, and one of them 
was that if we were to abolish the post of I nspectoi -General of Regis- 
tration, the work will have to be carried on by the personal assistant 
who is a sort of glorified clerk more or less and who would not be able 
to carry on the duties of the Inspector-General, To that, my answer is 
that it does not matter what post a personal assistant holds, whether 
that of an ordinary clerk or a superior glorified clerk, but it stems 
to be a question rnther to whom he is related in the department, 
because we see that personal assistants of other departments who 
•re related to high officials can very well carry on the duties when that 
gentleman goes away on leave, or on tour. Therefore, Sir, the question 
of the personal assistant carrying on the duties is not a difficult one. 
Personal assistants if relnted to Ministers or Members of Council or 
*#>Members, they are certainly able to carry on the duties when their 
chiefs go on leave, either short or long leave ; so there is absolutely no 
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reason why u personal assistant Wause he is a personal assistant would 
not be able to carry on the routine duties of the Inspector-General. 
Moreover, the inspection of registration offices is generally done by the 
Inspector of Registration Offices, and the Inspector-General is only 
there to see that the department is properly managed. Now that we 
have a member of the I.C.S. as Commissioner of Excise — it is within the 
knowledge of all of us that members of this service are up to anything 
from governing an Empire to looking to the drains ofra wmfassal town, 
they can do any odd jobs they are put to, and I must say I do admire 
the versatility of the service — I can see no reason why a member of 
the Indian Civil Service who is acting as Commissioner of Excise, will 
not be able to look after the registration offices as well. It is said that 
an Excise Superintendent may become Commissioner of Excise in course 
of time, and therefore the Excise Superintendent will not be able to keep 
the office of the Inspector-General of Registration in check. My answer 
to that is that it does not matter to which service an Excise Superin- 
tendent belongs, if be is a good officer and sturdy enough to become the 
Commissioner of Excise, even though lie does not belong to the Indian 
Civil Service, it may be possible for him to carry on the duties of the 
Inspector-General of Registration, ami as a matter of fact it has not yet 
been proved that an Excise Superintendent who is fit to be Commissioner 
of Excise is not fit to carry out the duties of the Inspector-General. So 
that it comes to this that what we have to look to is that we should have 
an officer who can effectively control the two offices after amalgamation, 
and if after amalgamation it is seen that this is not conducive to the 
good working of the two departments, Ihen nothing will be easier thah 
for the Government to separate the two offices again. In these days of 
financial stress, it is up to the Government to try and save money in 
whatever way and wherever possible, and I submit that it is worse than 
a blunder to give the go-by to the unanimous recommendation of the 
Retrenchment Committee. 

Khftft Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I am afraid I 
have to oppose thwmiotion, and I do so with the fullest sense of respon- 
sibility, I am afraid my friends on the other side do not realise the 
amount of work which the head of a department like the Registration 
Department has to perform. The Inspector-General has got about 600 
sub-registration offices under him and about the same number of marriage 
registrars whose posts are gradually becoming more and more important 
and require more supervision and control than they used to in former 
days. The Inspector-General has got to deal with all the district regia* 
trars, about 20 in (Jhie province, he has to deal with a large amount of 
official correspondence which alone is a fairly heavy task for one man. 
Besides the usual correspondence on executive matters, he gets many 
references of a quasi-official nature which require careful attention aid 
consideration not only by him personally but also by reference to other 
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departments. I have been in the past in cW touch with the Secretariat 
and often with the office of the Inspector-General, and I can say with 
some degree of authority, that this post is not a light one. Mr. Basu 
has said that because the Excise Commissioner is an Indian Civil Service 
officer, therefore it is expected that he will be able to do double duty 
and control both the* departments. After all, even a member of the 
Indian Civil Service is human and (an not be expected to do the work 
of two men. I do not know whether the Excise Commissioner is fully 
employed, or has got time to spare. If the latter he the case, some 
other department may be tacked on to the Excise Department, hut 
certainly not the Registration Department which requires control over a 
very large number of offices and men. As it is, the correspondence in 
that department is very dilatory because so many references ure received 
from the mufaual and have to be disposed of. It is not only the 
inspection of registration offices which is the work of the Inspector- 
General. formerly we had 4 Inspectors of Registration Offices; now 
we have got only one, and you cannot expect that one Inspector will he 
able to inspect all the offices in the province including the offices of the 
marriage registrars. The personal assistant to the Inspector-General is 
a comparatively junior officer who only carries on routine duties, and it 
is not {KisHihle for him, if the Inspector-General's direct control is 
removed, to carry on the work efficiently. Of course the work will go 
on somehow, whether you put the department in charge of one man or 
four men. Ihere i> a world of difference between carrying on the work 
and doing so efficiently. It will lie a retrograde policy and it will 
Feallw interfere with the efficiency of the work if the post of the 
Inspector-General of Registration is uliolished or tucked on to any other 
office. There may he a good case perhaps for the Commissioner of 
Excise to be made a half-time officer hut certainly the post of Inspector- 
General of Registration cannot he abolished. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I am afraid I am not 
quite sure if I can support the precise recommendation which has been 
the subject mutter of th.« discussion, but there is no doubt that there 
is some flaw somewhere. Two Retrenchment Committees have found, 
and their findings I think amount to this that, there is not enough 
work m the Excise and Registration Departments to maintain two 
full-time heads for the two departments. That is the proposition with 
which I will start. There is nothing before us to contradict that 
opinion. Now, I am afraid the Retrenchment Committee has been 
nrther let down in some way. In dealing with the Excise Department 
they say that the Commissioner of Excise cannot be dispensed with. 
He must be there. Also one of the Deputy Commissioners of Excise 
oaanot be dispensed with, in particular because the Committee waa 
recommending that the Commissionership of Excise should be come 
btned with the post of Inspector-General of Registration. Hue is 
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what they gay W we do not recommend any reduction in the number, 
specially in view of our subsequent recommendation that the charge 
of the Registration Department should be made over to the Commie* 
sioner of Excise.” Therefore one of the potent reasons for recommend- 
ing the retention of the two posts of Deputy Commissioner of Excise 
is that the charge of the Inspector-General of Registration is coming 
into the hands of the Commissioner of Excise. If that is so, supposing 
the combination suggested is unsuitable, supposing the duties of these 
two offices cannot be combined in the same person, there should be 
some other method of dealing with it. One of the methods would 
obviously be to abolish one of the Deputy Commissionerships of Excise. 
I might point out that the Retrenchment Committee in another passage 
say “we therefore repeat the recommendation of the previous Committee 
that the post of the Inspector-Generul of Registration should be 
abolished and bis duties should he handed over to the Commissioner 
of Excise, who will he assisted by the personal assistant to the 
Inspector-General or by the Inspector of Registration Offices,” It has 
been suggested that the duties of the Inspector-General are too onerous 
to admit of his taking up the duties of the Commissioner of Excise. 
It may be so, it may be that the duties of the Inspector-General were 
sufficiently onerous to occupy the whole time of an officer in the past, 
notwithstanding the fact the Retrenchment Committee of 1921 recom- 
mended that the post should he tacked on to that of the Commissioner 
of Excise. But since then what has happened? The work of the 
Inspector-General has been considerably reduced on account of the 
very much reduced volume of work done in the registration efficerf. 
The number of registration offices has been reduced — I believe Khan 
Bahadur Mopiin knows that, and inspection of registration offices has 
been reduced accordingly; so naturally the work of the Inspector- 
General who bus -got to supervise the whole w r ork must have been 
reduced : it is plain mathematics. It is not always that two and two 
make four with some people but that is commonsense. You have also 
got to consider the patent fact that the income from registration offices 
has come down from Re. 30 lukhs to Rs. 18 lakhs. 

Milllvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Two and two always do not make 
four in view of the law of relativity. 

Dr* NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA : But two and two do make 

four in this terrestrial glol>e. We are not approaching either infinity; 
or eternity. I atu not sure whether we are approaching eternity at 
this rate. 

Having regaid to all this a clear case has been made out for 
reduction either in the Excise or in the Registration Department. 
If the Government is not prepared to say that the post of Inapeetoiv 
General should be abolished or tacked on to the Excise Department, 
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they mast find some other means for making the necessary changes. 
There is a surplus and it has got to be got rid of until better times, 
come and I would like to hear what the Hon’ble Minister has got to 
say on how he would deal with the surplus. 

Mr. P. N. CUHAi Mr. President, Sir, I am afraid I cannot support 
the motion as it stands. I shall therefore make some general observa- 
tions only in connection with the duties of the Inspector-General of 
Registration. I am unable to support my friend Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Morain in his theory that the work of the Inspector-General of Regis- 
tration is so heavy that the post cannot be amalgamated with another. 
On the contrary I hold that the duties of the post are so light that it 
can safely be amalgamated with another, though not necessarily with 
that of the Commissioner of Excise. The Khan Bahadur has said 
that the number of the registration offices including those of the 
marriage registrant ha# enormously increased and the volume of work 
in these offices is huge. The Khun Bahadur came in close touch with 
the work of the Registiatton Department in the districts and in the 
Secretariat and an experienced officer of his standing should have 
realised that the volume of work in the registration offices in the dis- 
tricts does not necessarily give more work to the Inspector-General, 
who has nothing to do with the registration of documents. His main 
duty is to manage the department which after all is not a very big 
one. 

• Sij, it. may be news to many but it is a fact nevertheless that I 
began my life as a niral sub-registrar about 42 years ago but after 
working only for about IS months changed it for journalism at the 
instance of my t) unt, the late Aswini Kumar Datta, of revered memory. 
Sir, in my time Mr. Holmwnnd was the Inspector-General of Regis- 
tration and when his time was up the Government of Bengal found 
that the duties of the post were not heavy and important enough for 
a wholetime officer of the Indian Civil Service, and a decision was 
taken to give the post as a sort of reward to senior Deputy Magis- 
trates. Khan Bahadur Del war H ossa in Ahmad was the first recruit 
and since then such distinguished members of the Provincial Executive 
Service as Mr. T. K. Ghose, Nawab Syed Mahmood, Mr. 1*. N. 
Mukherjee, Khan Bahadur Aiuinul Islam and Mr. J. N. Roy were 
appointed to the post. Sir, having worked in the different branches 
of the Barisal Registry" Office I have had opportunities of acquiring a 
first-hand knowledge of the working of the department. I do not 
know if things have considerably changed, but in my time the district 
and rural registry offices had very little to do with the Inspector 
General, District Magistrates who were then ex*offieu> district registrars 
were mainly responsible for the work of the department in the district# 
•id it was on rare occasions that questions were referred to the 
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Inspector-General. It is from that standpoint that I take it that the 
Inspector-General has very little to do. Documents for registration 
may increase by lakhs but that will not add any burden on the shoul- 
ders of the head of the department. His business is to manage the 
small department and I hold that there is not enough work to keep 
him fully engaged. 

Sir, my friend Mr. P. Banerji has referred to the fact that Khan 
Bahadur Aminul Islam who worked as the Inspector-General of Regis- 
tration was the representative of the Government of Bengal in the 
Council of State and as such he used to spend a lot of time at Delhi 
and Simla. This could not he the case if the duties of his post w'ere 
heavy. Sir, T do not think any great harm will be done if the post 
is abolished altogether and the Divisional Commissioners and District 
Collectors are entrusted with its duties or the whole thing may safely 
be left in the hands of my friend Mr. Nazamuddin or Nawab Faroqui. 
Something else occurs to me. The department is under the control of 
the Education Minister who has got a superfluous officer, I mean the 
Director of Public Instruction. There is a Secretary to the depart- 
ment and the ITon'hle Minister is there, so the post and office of the 
Director of Public * Instruction can safely be amalgamated with the 
post and office of the Inspector-General of Registration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid there is a 
great deal of misunderstanding about this question. To begin with, 
most of the members are under the impression that Government havp 
rejected the proposals of the Retrenchment Committee. The mej* fact 
Hint Government hu\e announced that some of the recommendations 
of the Retrenchment Committee have been accepted does not necessarily 
mean that the others have been rejected. There are others — a large 
number of them — which are still under consideration. Therefore the 
assumption on the part of the members that the mere fact that they 
have not been put down as having been accepted means that they 
have been rejected — I am afraid that assumption is entirely wrong, 
particularly in this case. The question is still under consideration and 
Government fully realise the arguments for and against the recom- 
mendations of the Retrenchment Committee. I have got to oppose 
the motion because a demand has been made and until Government 
comes to a decision that demand must be defended, and in defending 
this demand I should like to place before the House the arguments 
that are in favour of the retention of the Inspector-General of Regis- 
tration with independent capacity as head of the Registration Depart- 
ment. 

Another confusion that has arisen in the minds of the members i* 
due to the fact that the Mookerjee Committee made a recommendation 
for the amalgamation of the two posts. It appears that most of the 
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members have not either gone through the resolution of Government 
upon Hmt recommendation, or they do not know what action was taken 
by Government on that recommendation. As Nawab Musharruf 
Hosain pointed out yesterday, Government took very drastic steps on 
the recommendations of the Mookerjee Committee and they drastically 
curtailed the expenditure of the department. Although they did not 
accept the recommendation of that Committee regarding the amalga* 
mation of the pest of Inspector-General of Registration with that of 
the Excise Commissioner, they retrenched most of the important posts X 
in that department. One of those which the Nawab Sahib mentioned 
yesterday was the povst of the personal assistant, which in those days 
was held by a Provincial Civil Service man drawing a salary of 
Its. 500 to 600 a month. It was changed from a Provincial Civil 
Service post to that of a junior sub-registrar drawing Its. 150 or 
Its. 200. Then, Sir, there were five Inspectors of Registration Offices 
drawing Its. -100 to Rs. 400. Out of those five, four were retrenched 
and only one was left tor inspecting the work of the entire province — 
400 sub-registrv offices, 200-150 marriage registration offices and some 
birth and marriage registration offices for Christians. Therefoie it 
will be seen that Government took adequate action on the report of 
the Mookerjee Committee and accepted what they considered to be a 
more suitable arrangement, namely, retrenchment of some of the 
important posts in the Registiation Department, and rejected the 
recommendation regarding the amalgamation of the two posts of 
Inspector-General of Registration und Excise Commissioner. Then, 
Sir, m this House two most resjwmsible and experienced gentlemen 
who have hud the advantage of knowing things from inside have told 
us that they do not consider from their personal experience that the 
amalgamation of the two posts will l>e suitable. The Nawab Sahib 
was a Minister for a long time, and he had the advantage of being in 
charge of both the Excise and Registration Departments, and he has 
given his opinion as to what is right and what should be done. Simi- 
larly, Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin told us what he knew of the work 
of the two departments from his close contact with them. On the 
other hand Mr. P. N. Guha has given us the experience of a junior 
sub-registrar of pre-historic days when sub-registrars used to get fees 
and not salary. As against that we have the advantage of the experi- 
ence of two gentlemen with more recent experience. But apart from 
that question, there are other points on which it seems extremely 
inadvisable to accept the rsolution. 

First of all Dr. Sen Gupta has argued that the work of the Regis- 
tration Department has been reduced owing to the fall in the number 
of registration and the abolition of offices. While I am prepared to 
•ccept that there has been a very considerable fall in the number of 
registration, I am afraid the abolition of the offices has been very 
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few. The fact about the abolition of offices has struck Dr. Sen Gupta, 

I believe, rather forcibly, because one of the officers has been retrenched 
in his place and it has been found that wherever we went to abolish 
offices public opinion is strongly against it. One of the points I 
would like the House to consider, is that these offices are being run 
by Government not for the sake of revenue but Government have a 
duty imposed upon them, a legal duty I should say, to provide adequate 
facilities to the people. We have at present something like 400 
registry offices, and when better time comes I think it will be the first 
duty of Government to increase the number of sub-registry offices which 
cannot remain at 400. Kven now there are sub-registry offices <30 or 
40 miles apait from one another, and it is extremely unfair to the 
poor people to ask them to travel a long distance in order to perform 
a legal obligation imposed on them by the State. Therefore it is not 
right to consider that the post of Inspector-General of Registration 
should be amalgamated with another post, because there has been a 
eertaiu reduction in the number of registration or a few of 
the offices have been abolished. Look at the amount of money 
Government derived from this source and is going to derive 
in future. Then, again, Sir, while attention has been drawn to the 
decrease in work, which I am not prepared to accept, one very import- 
ant factor has been forgotten by most of the speakers and that is that 
owing to the Rengal Tenancy Act and the imposition of the duty of 
transferring landlords* fees a very heavy responsibility has been placed 
on the Inspector-General of Registration and this responsibility is not 
one of a routine character. Intricate questions of law are involved and 
important decisions on the various interpretations of the rules and 
laws huve go/ to be given by the Inspector-General of Registration and 
« this is a responsible post with very responsible duties, and you will 
find that during the last 10 years the volume of correspondence has 
increased by about 10, 000 and this is largely owing to the new work 
which has been placed on the Registration Department. Therefore 
the work is of an intricate ami complicated nature and calls for very 
great icsponsibflity. 

Then, Sir, there is another question. We have also got to look to 
the question of the morale of the Registration Department. This is 
a point which I think the House should take into their serious con- 
sideration. After all these officers are called upon to live in out of 
the way and remote places : they are called upon to help the adminis- 
tration in various ways — in educating people, in improving the sanitary 
conditions, in taking part in the local board affairs, and they are also 
the media through which Government distribute various literatures 
and other publications. They have also been of great help during the 
non-co-operation movement and in helping the people in observing Itt* 
and order. Therefore it is very necessary that the morale of thi» 
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service should be maintained and it will be a very great blow if they 
find that they do not belong to an independent service but are tacked 
on to something like the Department of Excise. And in this connec- 
tion I may again point out to the House the forcible argument of the 
Nawab Sahib, namely, that while it is quite possible for one man to 
do work in two departments of a similar nature, it is very inconvenient 
for him if you place on his shoulder work which is absolutely dis- 
similar to the wcgk which he is performing and it will be very difficult 
for him to manage the work. 

Then Mr. Narendra Kumar Busu laid great emphasis on the ability 
of I.C.S. officers for performing very onerous duties and important 
tasks. The question is not whether an I.C.S, or a Provincial Service 
man can do the work of the Inspector-General of Registration. The 
point is whether he has got the time or leisure to devote to the Regis- 
tration Department after he has finished his other work. 

There may Ik* something in the argument advanced by Dr. Sen 
Gupta that there may be possibilities for retrenchment. That is nr 
question quite apart from the present motion. What we have got to 
look at as regards this motion is whether actually this department can 
do without a separate head. Then, Sir, it may not be absolutely quite 
true, but 1 think the very fact that in other provinces the post of 
Inspector-General of Registration is combined with other posts may 
have had some influence on the Retrenchment Committee to make 
this recommendation, hut I would like to point out that the conditions 
4 n other provinces and here are absolutely different. While in the 
other pi ovinces the work of the Inspector-General of Registration is 
very light and the number of registration offices very few, for instance, 
in Bombay 200, and United Provinces 250, the number* of offices in * 
Bengal is over 400. and what is more, in those provinces there are no 
such things us marriage registrars or marriage registration offices. This 
is entirely a new work in Bengal. The only other province where the 
number of registration offices is something like that in Bengal is Madras 
which has about 400, and there you will find that the Inspector- 
General of Registration is in independent charge of the Registration 
Department and his post has not been combined with any other post. 

It shows that so far os the volume of work is concerned there is another 
province which has recognised the necessity for keeping the office 
separate and that province has got almost the same number of offices 
as Bengal. So I say that no comparison can he made with other 
provinces because the work done in these provinces is much less. I 
therefore would request the mover of this resolution to withdraw hii 
motion as in my opinion it is rather premature. Government have not 
.vet come to a final decision. The arguments are there both in favour 
of and against the proposal and I think it will be found that the 
balance ia in favour of maintaining this department with a separata 
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head. (Mr. N. K. Basc: Is the Minister giving his final opinion?) 
This question will be decided by the Government as a whole. I tun 
simply putting here both sides of the question, which will b8 finally 
decided by Government. As far as this grant is concerned, a demand 
has been made and it is the duty of the Minister to defend it. There- 
fore I maintain that this demand should be sanctioned and there 
should be no cut. 


The motion of Rai Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Mttflvi HAS8AN ALI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Re. 8,30,260 under the head “9B — District charges — Pay of officers” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the procedures of sub-registrars in 
respect of taking deposit of landlords’ fees, transmission cost, etc., at 
the time of registration of sale deeds of holdings). 

Sir, by this motion I want to draw attention of the department to the 
necessity of making specific rules for directing the sub-registrars to take 
the deposit of landlords' fees in the name of the person who actually 
pays them. Section 2GC of Bengal Tenancy Act, which is relevant to 
this matter, does not say in whose name, whether in the vendee’s name 
or the vendor’s name, the deposit should be entered in the record. It 
simply says that the registering officer shall not register any document of 
sale unless the document is accompanied by landlord’s fee and notice, 
etc., and so the sub-registrars generally take the deposit in the name of 
the vendors, though the landlords’ fees are paid actually by tfrfe pur- 
chaser. If it is so. Sir, the anomaly arises when an occasion arises for 
the purchaser to withdraw the money. An illustration will clear the 
point. Two brothers jointly sell their holding to a purchaser, the sub- 
registrar takes the deposits of the landlords’ fees before registration in 
the name of the two brothers. But afterwards the sub-registrar finds 
that oue of the brothers is a minor in respect of whom the registration 
is refused aud with respect to the major brother only the registration is 
done. But the whole money is sent to the Collector for transmission to 
landlord. In such a case the title to the land sold passes to the pur- 
chaser only to the extent of the executant’s share in whose respect the 
sale deed is registered. The purchaser is, therefore, entitled to refund 
of the minor vendor’s share of landlord’s fee. So. when he applies to 
the collectorate for refund he is refused on the ground that the money 
stands not in his name. 

If rules are made to the effect that the registering officers should 
make the entry of the landlord’s fee deposit in the name of the actual 
payer, whoever he may he, either the vendor or the vendee, these 
anomalies will not occur and the unused deposit money may be refunded 
to the actual depositor without any difficulty. 
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Tt»H*n’bkMr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, this is an extreme 
Mae which the hon’ble mover has brought before this House. It appears 
to me that the obvious duty of the purchaser is to find out before hadepo- 
sits the landlord's fee whether the vendors are majors or not. It appears to 
me to be rather extraordinary that a man who is going to pay cash does 
so without finding out whether the title is right or not and the person 
who has got the title has the right to transfer it or not. 1 think it must 
have been absolutely an exceptional case. No ordinary business man 
would ever dream of parting with hard cash without knowing whether 
the vendors are majors or not. I think there may be practical difficulties, 
but I promise to look into the matter and see whether the change proposed 
can be made without any difficulty or hardship. Anyway this does not 
seem to be a good case for making the change. Therefore, I hope the 
mover will kindly withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Ilassan Ali was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 


Maulvi ABDUS ftAMAD: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 8,77,000 under the head “9B — Registration — District charges — Pay 
of officers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy in the 
recruitment of sub-registrars). 

Sir, this is a token cut, the object being to criticise the policy followed * 
by the Government in the matter of recruitment of sub-registrars. I 
have nothing to complain against with regard to the distribution of these 
appointments among the different communities, because in my opinion 
the Moslems get a very fair share of these appointments. My criticisms 
will be chiefly directed against the method of recruitment as also against 
the policy followed in selecting candidates for these appointments. It 
is a matter of common knowledge that in making these appointments 
preference is generally given to candidates belonging to the high and’ 
aristocratic families or related to Government servants. I know, Sir, 
of instances in which claims of qandidates belonging to poor and backward 
classes possessing superior educational qualifications are passed over in 
favour of lees qualified candidates simply on the ground of birth and 
connection. It seems, Sir, that this service is specially reserved for the 
scions of the respectable families and relations of Government servants 
who are found unfit or ineligible for more responsible jobs. I have got 
with me a copy of the form in which a candidate for the post of a sub- 
registrar has to apply. In column 7 of the form the candidate has to 
state his status in society and the services rendered by the members of 
bis family and in column 8 he has to state his special claims for consi- 
deration of his application. From this it is evident that candidates, 
lacking in those qualifications but otherwise fully qualified for the post 
are placed in a very disadvantageous position as against the candidates 
having those qualifications. Sir, I need hardly say that this policy 
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4 ii preferential treatment is open to serious objection and is very inju- 
riously affecting 1 the position of the backward classes of the Muslim 
community, for unlike the backward classes of the Hindu community 
known as the ‘ 'depressed class' ' Hindus the backward classes among the 
Muslim community who form about 95 per cent, of the total Muslim 
population in Bengal do not enjoy the privilege of special treatment in 
the matter of appointment. Why should this be so? Why should not 
a certain percentage of appointments in all departments reserved for 
the Muslim community be earmarked for deserving candidates belonging 
to the backward class of the Muslim community as is done in the case 
of the depressed class Hindus? Are the Muslim agriculturists, Muslim 
artisans and Muslim craftsmen more advanced politically, economically 
and educationally than the Rajbansis and the Namasudras and many 
other sub-castes of the Hindu community P If not, then why should not 
the privileges enjoyed by the depressed class Hindus in the matter of 
(appointment and representation in the Councils and local bodies be 
extended to the backward classes of the Muslim community? 

It may be urged, Sir, that Islam is a democratic religion which, 
like the Hindu religion, does not recognise any caste system and that 
as such no special privilege is necessary for the protection of the interests 
of any section of the Muslim community. The proposition is true only 
in theory. It is true that in the sight of God all Muslims are equal 
but it is equally true that in the eye of the Muslim society they are not 
so. The Muslim society is divided into three main classes. The first 
class is the “Ashraf” or the upper and middle-class bha/Imloh who 
form only a microscopic minority and occupy a position analogous to 
that of the high caste Hindus. The next in order and rank is the 
“Atraf” who occupy a status somewhat similar to that of the Sudras and 
they include the agriculturists, the petty tradesmen and others carrying 
on similar business or profession. And lastly come the “Ami,” i.e., 
the people of the lowest birth, whose position in the Muhammadan 
society is no better than that of the untouchables in the Hindu society. 
They are the Muslim Bediyas, the Muslim Dais, the Muslim palki 
bearers, the Muslim Halalkhores, the Muslim Lallajis, the Abdals and 
many others “who” to quote Mr. Risley “are forbidden to enter the 
mosque or to use the public burial ground and with whom no other 
Muhammadan would associate”, not to speak of inter-marrying or 
inter-dining. 

Thus it is clear, Sir, that though the Hindu society is divided into 
castes the Muslim society is divided into classes, the principle underlying 
the division is in both communities almost the same with this difference 
that while a Hindu can never change his caste, however high his posi- 
tion may be, a Muslim of a lower class can, by dint of his merits, wealth 
and education and culture, acquire a higher status and merge himself 
in the higher class. I am proud, Sir, of belonging to a faith whieh 
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rewards merits land not births and in which birth is regarded as a 
matter of mere accident and not a permanent disqualification. 
Now, Sir, turning again to the subject-matter under discussion 
I must say that the existing practice of recruitment prevailing 
in the Registration, Police and many other departments is highly objec- 
tionable and has seriously affected the spread of English education 
among the Muslim masses. 

I know, Sir, of many young Muslim graduates and under-graduates 
belonging to the foor and backward classes bitterly complaining of the 
difficulties and disabilities which stand in the way of their entering 
public service. They are sitting idle for want of employment and have 
become a source of trouble to their poor parents and relations. They can 
neither secure employment nor can they take to the avocation of their 
forefathers. They are just like a washerman's dog neither serviceable 
at home nor at the ghat (dhobi ka hut to no gharlca tin ghntkn ). No 
wonder that the Muslim masses who are naturally very conservative and 
are therefore averse to English education should be unwilling to send 
their sons to schools and colleges to receive an education which would not 
bring them any reward either in this world or, as they believe, in the 
next world. It is therefore only just and fair that the Government 
should follow the same principle and policy with regard to the backward 
classes of both the communities. It should be remembered that special 
representation and special privileges have been conceded to the depressed 
class Hindus not because they are called depressed but because they are 
backward. On the same consideration and on the same ground the 
backward classes of the Muslim community are also entitled to get all 
the privileges enjoyed by their colleagues, the depressed class Hindus. . 

I hope, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister would accept the recommenda- 
tion suggested above, inasmuch as its acceptance would tend to serve 
the very object which is so near and dear to his heart, vis the spread 
of education among the illiterate masses of the Muslim community. I 
also hope that my Muslim friends to my left, who of late are showing 
most commendable seal for the uplift of the depressed class Hindus, 
would give the motion their whole-hearted support. They should 
remember that charity always begins at borne. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Re. 8,77,000 under the head “9B — Registration — District 
Charges — Pay of officers” be reduced by Rs. 5 (to ask the Government to 
make proper provision in the shape of definite rules for the appointment 
of the candidates of the depressed classes in this department as sub- 
registrars and as clerks in future), 

17 
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My intentionfin bringing forward a motion of this natto* h 
sufficiently explicit in the reason I have indicated. Yon will find, 
that^in the Provincial Service the Government have made certain rujpi 
for the recruitment of qualified candidates of the depressed classes, JJc 
far as I know there is hardly any such rule in the Registration Depart- 
ment. The result has been that in many cases' the candidates of tte 
depressed classes with very good qualifications are ignored by the 
nominating authorities. I know of many such instances. In one case, a 
graduate belonging to the Dhobi community of Barisfil was rejected by 
the District Registrar, on the ground that on account of bis birth in a 
humble community he would not be able to control his office. These are 
painful instances so far as we are concerned. I raised a detailed dis- 
cussion over a matter like this in 1930 and in 1931. The Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the department was good enough to express hie 
sympathy with the matter. But unless there are certain definite rulea 
laid down for the guidance of the officers concerned, it becomes very 
difficult for these candidates, who cannot have very strong recommenda- 
tions, as are commonly understood, to back them up, to have any chance 
at all. So also is the case with the recruitment of clerks in the various 
offices of this department. If the circular recently issued by the Govern- 
ment in respect of recruitment of ministerial officers in other departments 
were adopted by this department also, perhaps the problem might be 
solved and our difficulties would be lessened considerably , avoiding 
complaints of this nature every now and then. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

’ V 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I have to oppose the 
motion moved by my friend Maulvi Abdus Samad. He is one of those 
unique personalities in this House who is always all wrong. His methods 
are almost akin to those which might be characterised as suiting a place 
. called bedlam and — by the way there was some time back such an 
asylum at the place from where Mr. Samad comes. He has for the first 
time discovered that Muhammadans also have got a depressed class. 

Maulvi ABDUS SAMAD* I never said depressed class. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: He has used the term 
’’backward class.” He wants that this backward class should get some 
privileges which the depressed class are now enjoying. I have found it 
rather difficult to find out what substance, if any, there was in hit attempt 
to castigate those people who have attempted to support the depressed 
daises a few days ago. I know that Maulvi Abdus Samad comes fruit 
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tfcwtfijlrtct of’Murshidabad ; I al«o know that about j^fyeaw ago a book 
*M published by a gentleman from Murshidabad in 'Ubicb be divided 
tfcf Moslems into several groups, the Ashraps and the Atrafs and t arn 
wondering if that is still in force anywhere in Bengal except in one 
renowned pargana of Murshidabad. Except in that small place, no- 
dfbere in Bengal are the Muhammadans bo divided unless it exists in that 


ill-fated district of Murshidabad which is a course to the Muhammadans 
of Bengal. If my friend Maulvi Abdus Samad will go a bit outside his 
: district, he will fihd that nowhere in Bengal is there any backward class 
amongst the Muhammadans. I do not know why my friend is so 
anxious to criticise the policy of the Registration Department, because 
I know that he himself goes for securing some services or other from 
Government officials, though I do not see why in these hard days 
everybody should not try to secure as much as possible for himself. My 
friend has not put forward any argument to justify that the Registration 
Department should restrict their recruitment to a particular class. For 
the last two years there has been no recruitment. It is really a pity that 
my friend has introduced a resolution of this character. If my friend 
could have cited an instance where there has been any abuse of power, 
it would have been open to him to bring it to the notice of Government 
for redress, hut instead of doing that he has taken a step the value of 
which is practically nil. As a member of the Muhammadan community 
he has made this unique statement which we have challenged all along, 
hut he takes a particular delight in making it. The Muhammadan 
community does not place any value on his statement. If my friend 
Mr. Abdus Samad instead of pursuing this method would devote his 
energies to some constructive proposal, it would be of more use to his 
community, but probably he is not now in a sweet temper after his recent 
experience in district board elections. * 


Mr. d. N. CUPTA: I rise to take objection to the personal tone in 
which the Khan Bahadur has just criticised the observations made by 
my friend Maulvi Abdus Samad. Whether he was justified in bringing 
before the House — the disadvantages from which the poorer classes of 
his community are suffering in the matter of appointments in the Regis- 
tration Department, and whether his complaint is based on facts or not 
is quite a different matter, but because he has the courage of bringing 
this matter before the House, I do not think there is any justification for 
subjecting him to any personal criticisms of the nature which the Khan 
Bahadur has just made. I think this will set a very had example 
which we should all avoid. Whatever may be the value of Mr. Samad’s 
opinion, there is no occasion whatever for the remarks made by the 
Khan Bahadur. 


M Bahadur dOCCSH CHANDRA SEN: My hon’ble friend 
Mr. Mullick recommends that the members of the “depressed clas*” 
ibOuld git some preference. 
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I would like to inquire seriously if the term ''depressed class 1 ' has 
been clearly defined. I hold in my hand just now a copy of the #ppre* 
sentation forwarded by the "All-Bengal Padma Khatrya Association* 1 
to the Reforms Officer, Government of Bengal. This has been handed 
over to me by Babu Anukul Ch. Das, m.a., b.l., vice-chairman, 
district board, a most influential member of that community. He 
writes to say "Please mention in your speech to-day that this community 
does not like to be branded as depressed and takes strong exception to 
Us inclusion in the list of scheduled castes. I shall be grateful if you 
kindly mention it in the Council." This shows that the term has not 
been fully defined and all such representations should be carefully con- 
sidered. 

I do not oppose it in any way but I feel that the definition should be 
rlear so that those who really deserve support may get the necessary 
patronage from Government. 


Matllvi ABUL KA8EM: Mr. Gupta objected to the remarks made 
by Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque because he said Maulvi Abdus Samad 
had the courage to speak on behalf of the poorer untouchable Muham- 
madans. I say it is a calumny on my religion to say that we have 
anybody who is untouchable. So far as the Muhammadans are con- 
cerned anybody can come to our mosque. If a sweeper is converted to 
Islam to-day, he can enter the mosque to-morrow, he can even lead the 
prayers if he is otherwise qualified to do so. It is a calumny and a 
libel on Islam to say that this is not allowed, and any Moslem should 
be ashamed to call himself a Moslem if he objects to this. It is not a 
personal matter, and when my religion is attacked I am bound to retort 
and to raise* my voice of protest, as strongly as I can against it. I 
repeat it is a calumny on Islam and my religion. I must protest 
againsl this sort of vilification on the part of one who calls himself a 
Moslem. 


The HonWe Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: Maulvi Abdus Samad 
has beeu effectively replied to by another speaker, so it is not necessary 
for me to reply to him. There exists no backward class among the 
Moslems. If Maulvi Abdus Samad has any personal knowledge or per- 
sonal experience, then it is his alone and nobody else’s. 

As regards the resolution, for the last two years we have not re- 
cruited any officers in this department, and the last time we recruited, 
we appointed some members of the depressed class in the Registration 
Department, and this shows that they have a fair representation in 
this department. So far as the backward classes were concerned, we 
took particular care to draw the attention of the district offiosrs who 



DEMAND FOB GBANT. 


Ml 


1938. j' 1 

§ent in nominations, to take into consideration the claims of the back- 
ward classes. Whenever we call for nominations we draw the atten- 
tion of the district officers to this effect, and I am sure that what- 
ever may have been done in the past, there might have been cases where 
due consideration was not paid to the claims of the backward classes — 
now I think Mr. Mukunda Behan* Mullick has nothing to complain 
of justice not being done to the backward classes. I do not think there 
is any justification for making any different arrangement in future. I 
would, therefore, request the mover to withdraw his motion, because 
whenever we do make appointments in this department, we do appoint 
depressed class men according to the share to which they are entitled on 
merits, qualifications and special considerations. 

I therefore request the member to withdraw his motion. 

The motions of Maulvi Abdus Samad and Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move tii at the demand of 
Rs. 96,000 under the head "9B — Registration — Cost of transmission 
of landlords' fee" be refused. 

I move this motion as a protest against the attitude of Government 
towards those provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act under which 
landlord’s fee is raised. 

* The Hon’Me Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MUTER: I rise to a 
point TFf order and it is this : that he cannot move any such motion 
under the registration head; it more appropriately comes under the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. He had an opportunity of doing*so under the 
Land Revenue head. The Bengal Tenancy Act mukes a statutory pro- 
vision under section 26C ( 2 ) which says that a registering officer shall 
not register any such instrument unless the sale price is stated separately 
in the instrument and unless it is accompanied by the prooess fee pres- 
cribes! for the sendee of such notice on the landlord, etc. 

Mr, PRESIDENT* I do not think this point need be discussed any 
further as the time allotted to this gubject is up. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The original demand was then put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

9A— Detieduled Taxes, 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. 4. A. WOOD HE AD: On the recommendation of 
Hie Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Ri', 5,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “9A — Scheduled taxes." 
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I thin k we all appreciate the action of the Calcutta Turf Clab in 
agreeing to accept the amount of Rs. 5,000 aa recommended by the 
Retrenchment Committee. 

Mr, P. BANERJI: I beg to move that the demand of Be. 6,000 
under the head “9A — Scheduled tales (Reserved)” be reduced by 
Ra. 100 (the starting of a State lottery managed by the non-officials 
in aid of the hospitals of Bengal). * 

In moving this cut of Rs. 100 I want to make my position quite 
clear. I should not be misunderstood from the very beginning. I wish 
to tell specially my European friends and members of the Government 
that this motion is not a crusade against the Royal Calcutta Turf Club. 
The Turf Club indeed is doing some service to charity, bestowing as 
it does, Rr. 5,000 on charities every year, but I consider that it is not 
sufficient. While the Turf Club is going on, at the same time side 
by side with it, there are so many clubs in Calcutta, nay in Bengal 
and all over India and Native States practically, which hold lotteries. 
Mr. Armstrong put some questions on this subject to Government but by 
their answer they have not risen equal to the occasion. They have 
always winked at the existence of so many associations which are 
starting lotteries and which are working at heavy stakes and taking 
away lakhs and lakhs of rupees. In this connection 1 may mention 
one of the foreign lotteries, namely, the Irish Sweepstake. I 
mentioned these lotteries in my budget speech when I pointed out 
that when it was found that the hospitals in Ireland were in a very 
bad way — in fact they were the worst hospitals in the worfci — and 
Government funds were not available for their help, they started a 
State lottery' in aid of the Irish hospitals. You will be surprised to 
learn that they contributed to the hospitals as much as Rs. 88 lakhs 
in the first year, and to-day they are proud of the fact that the 
hospitals in Ireland have become the best of all in the world. Yon 
all know that year after year the Hon’ble Ministers have all been com- 
plaining of the paucity of funds. You have also noticed that the 
Medical budget is diminishing year after year. Last year it was 
Bs. 60,82,000 while this year it has been reduced to Rs. 50,71,000. 
Every one of us knows — and Mr. Armstrong drew attention to this 
faot also — that there is not sufficient accommodation in our hospitals 
anywhere, whether in this city, or in the countryside. Every 
member also knows it very well that charitable dispensaries have 
ceased to work as charitable dispensaries. They are now charging in 
some cases a fee of from two pice to one anna from the poor cultivators 
who cannot afford to spend even a pice for their medicines. They 
should be ashamed of calling themselves charitable dispensaries. There 
are so many lotteries doing useful work and I do not know why Govern- 
ment do not move in the matter. It is said that law stands in the 
way. But I may say, Sir, that the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice or the Hon’ble 
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Mr. Woodhead can very easily change the law. Certainly they cannot 
complain that it is not within their competence to do so. If not the 
Government of India, at least the Home Government can very easily 
do this. I think that considering the necessity and urgency of creating 
a fund for the aid of the dying millions of India it is necessary that 
such a State lottery should be immediately started and no time should 
be lost. That is not the only thing. If Government is unable to take 
an active part in* this lottery I think every' Hon’ble Member of this 
House can give his wide support, so that respectable men of the city 
and from elsewhere may come into the committee. I hope the Hon’ble 
the President will perhaps have no objection to work as president of 
that committee, or leading members of all the groups of this House as 
members of that committee. I con take upon myself the responsibility 
of placing in the hands of Government a crore of rupees in the first 
year in aid of our hospitals, and if the Hon'ble Mr. Prentice does not 
spurn the offer, I am even prepared to make Borne contribution to the 
Police Department also. 

Theie is very little time at my disposal. I expect every leader of 
every group to support me wholeheartedly considering that it is a most 
urgent matter. One point I have forgotten to mention and that is 
that it such funds are forthcoming it will automatically improve the 
financial position of the general public. It will give a greut fillip to 
all and sundry, to all business; men and to contractors, so that almost 
everybody will be provided for. We shall be rid of this jxo&imial 
financial difficulty from year to year and so much money will be placed 
in the hands of Government that its interest alone will be sufficient to 
run th~ administration. • 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: T have no intention of 
shutting out other speakers but I wish to place before the House as 
shortly as possible Government's views and policy on this question of 
lotteries. Mr. Banerji is distinctly enthusiastic about raising B», 5 
crores by a lottery, but I fear he is unduly optimistic as to the possibility 
of raising this amount in Bengal at the present moment. Government 
policy for many years has been one of opposition to lotteries, either 
private or State, as a means of raising funds for Government or for 
local purposes. I adduce three reasons im support of that policy. 
First of all raising money by means of a lottery is raising money by 
encouraging and certainly by appealing to the gambling instinct, an 
instinct which unfortunately is so common in this world of ours and 
against which legislation has bepn undertaken in India and other 
countries. The second reason I give is this. Once you start on the 
slippery slope of lotteries in aid of Government or local institutions you 
do not know where you will stop. Having sanctioned a lottery for one 
purpose you will be met with demands for lotteries for many other 
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purposes and it will be difficult to draw a distinction between one pur- 
pose and another. I might mention that a few years ago we had a 
request from a municipality in Bengal for permission to organize a 
lottery' to provide money for the town’s water-supply. My third reason 
is that a lottery is an expensive form of raising money, and in this 
connection I would refer to certain figures that were quoted in a local 
newspaper last year in connection with the Irish Sweepstakes. Accord- 
ing to those figures the expenses including commission incurred in 
connection with the five Irish Sweepstakes between November, 1930, 
and March, 1932, amounted to 24 per cent, of the total receipts, the 
figures being £3,300,000 out of a total of £*13,800,000. The amount 
received by the Irish hospitals was £2,800,000, and it cost therefore 
£'3,300,000 to raise £*2,800,000. A simple calculation will, I hope, 
prove what I say. If 20 per cent, of the total receipts is allotted for 
the object for which the lottery has been promoted, and 10 per cent, for 
management expenses, the cost of management is exactly 50 per cent, 
of the amount you succeed in obtaining for the special purpose you 
have in view, and if as was done in the case of the Irish Sweepstakes, 
two free tickets are given in each book of twelve tickets a simple 
calculation will show that a ten-rupee ticket is really only worth 

between five and six rupees to the purchaser. These are the reasons 

why Government have in the past, almost for a century, opposed lotteries 
and why they still maintain that policy. 

Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: I cannot understand the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber’s argument that from a Its. 10 ticket only a profit of Its. 5 is made 
from it, that a 10-shilling ticket would give only 5 .‘.hillings if we 
do not want* to pay a big commission. I think that other lotteries are 
being run here which make huge profits after having to pay about 10 
per cent, on working expense* and what they get after giving very 

big prizes keep the whole institution going on a big scale. The 

Government position is entirely unique. They may say that they 
cannot go down a slippery slope hut what about the slippery slope of 
finance, what about the slippery condition of hospitals in Bengal at 
the present time!' Hospitals in Bengal are a disgrace at the present 
time; try to-morrow to get a patient admitted into the Medical College 
Hospital, you will see what great effort you will have to make. So 
also is the case at the Sambhunath Hospital. The Presidency General 
Hospital is maintained at a high standard probably because here the 
patients are to pay a lot of cost but I do not want to lower the standard 
of the Presidency Hospital. I want to raise the standard of Indian 
hospitals. 

On the moral side of it the Government say it is a case of gambling 
but life itself is gambling; all our business is based on a game of 
chance. Do I understand there is no fine bridge player in this Council ? 
There are, I am sure, many though they cannot play the game in 



l$ir) DEMA ND FOR GRANT. J65 

public because there is gambling in it. We must not do anything in 
public but quite apart from that I do not know of any one wbo got 
ruined by gambling. I do not know of any house being ruined by 
taking a ticket in a lottery. You ure going to solve the other problems 
of unemployment. There are a host of architects, bricklayers; you 
have an army of doctors, bed-makers, linen-makers — a tremendous 
number of unemployed in Bengal. All these men will be enabled to 
do useful work. 

Sir, you find a man with a broken leg: you will express sympathy 
with him but for want of accommodation you cannot send that man to 
hospital. Now, what reply are you going to give to this man who is 
suffering from such serious injury? 

From the economic side there is need for lotteiies for providing 
funds for hospitals, because there will be large savings from the hospital 
grants which can be utilised in giving grants to other departments. 
If the Calcutta Town Hall could he built out of lotteries, there is no 
reason why hospitals as well should not he provided by this means. 

I have touched the economic side, hut there is another side. What- 
ever we may do. there are people who will say that they cannot do it 
on religious grounds 

(The time-limit having been reached the member resumed his seat.) 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYCI. 


Arautraaf, Mr. W. L. 

••kali, Maalvl kyal MaJM. 

■al, lata LalH Kamr. 

•a!, ftal lain karat Otailn. 

BaatrJI, Mr. P. 

■arm. Ral la Ml Paaakaaaa. 

■a*a, Mr. Naraatfra Kamr. 

Iladlwi, taka Ktiftari Mafcaa. 
Ckaalkary, Maalvl Naral A War. 
IftavOirr, Maalvl AMal Aluuil. 
PadaRak, Maalvl M aka • ml. 

•ala, Baka PrafaUa Kaaiar. 
tad a, Mr. 4. N. 

Haaata, Naval Mavkamrf, Kfcaa Bakalar. 
Maaaala, Maalvl M aka mu*. 

Kaaaau Maafvi AM. 

Laafckart, Mr. A. R. t. 

Matt, Mr. I. 


McMaikia, Mr. K. T. 

Makkayalkaya, Mil lakife karat Ckaalra. 
Naf, lata lak Urf. 

Nartan. Mr. H. R. 

Rakma, Maalvl Aalxar. 

Ralkat, Mr. Prttaaaa Dak. 

Ral Malawi, Maalalra Dak. 

Ray, lali Avalyalkaa. 

Ray, taka Kkattar Makaa. 

Ray, Baka Bafaaira Narayaa. 

Bay, Mr. kkaatl Ikakkarwvar. 

Bay Ckaarlkary, Baka Mkl Ckaalra. 
Raat, Baka Haaaal. 

Ray, Mr. karat Kaaar. 
kta tapta, Dr. Rtrwk Okaalra. 
kfcak, Maalvl AMal Maatal. 
kakravarly, Mr. N. k. 
kaaiaar, Mr. C. B. 


AtMJUvakiMa 
AN, Maatvi Kama. 


NOES. 


Ckaalkarf, MaaM kyal Oaaaa NaMar. 
CkavMary, Mali ■ 
kakaa, Mr, B. 4. 
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f*mm, Mr. L I. 

tmm, Rsl — kMw torn Kmm t. 

•ftMM'i, U* Hri'Mr AlksiJ Mr AkMMriw. 
8*krM, Mr. R. N. 

Mm, Mr. f. H. 

MMHH, KlU likriir Mkilvl Attest. 

M Hkiw, Mr. A. 8. R. 

Khz. Mr. 8. R. 

Mm**, Mr. 8. 8. 

Inn, KM taiiM. 

IkM, EJmm hkMir Mkshrt Mutual All. 
KU». MaMvI TaateaMIs. 

Kkaa* Mr. Rataar Rakiaaa. 

MMaa, tka Haa’kte Mr Rravaak Okaakar. 

8mi 4a, Kkaa takaiar Makamaiak Aka at. 
MaRiak, Mr. Makaaia Raktry. 

1*1, Ktianai R. A. 

RailaiaiMa, tka Haa’kla Mr. Kkwajl 
RMpst, Mr. N. 0. V. 

RimHm, Ua Naa'Ma Mr. W. 0. R. 


Rraatar, U.-8M. A. M. 

Q a aiaai, Masfvl AkM. 

Rakatai, Mr. A. 

Rakaiaa, Mr. A. R. M. AMar. 

Ray Sfca*4k*ry, Mr. K. 8. 

RaM, Mr. R. N. 

Ray, Mr. laflaawar Mack. 

Ray, tka Maa'Ma Mr. Bijsy Rmak Mark. 
•aakataHak, Maalvi Makaaaiaa. 
laaua, Maalti AMn. 

•ark at, Ral Itkik Rakatl/Hkaa. 
laa, Ral feakM Akakay Kaaiar. 

•alalaiaa, Maalri Makaaaa*. 
ttaytatea, Mr. H. E. 

Tfcaatytto, Mr. W. H. 

Taaraaaa, Mr. H. R. V. 

WHkiaaaa, Hr. N. R. 

Waakkata, tka Maa'kla Mr. a. A. 
Waraiwartk, Mr. W. 6. 


The Ayes being 36 and the Noes 51, the motion was lost. 
The original demand was then put and agreed to. 

(At this stage a child cried aloud in the upper gallery.) 


Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: On a point of order, Sir. Is it not necM- 
•ary to make inquiries whether any member has given birth to a child ? 
{laughter.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I thought that the cry came from one of the 
hospitals in Bengal. (Renewed laughter.) 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

XIII, 15, 15(1), 16 and 55— Irrigation. 

Tha Hon'bla AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI : Sir, on 
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 35,05,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads 
*X1II — Irrigation — Working expenses”, “15— Other revenue expendi* 
tore financed from ordinary revenue,” “16 — Construction of Irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage works financed from ordinary 
revenue,” and “55 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank* 
ment and Drainage works not charged to Revenue”. 

In framing the budget for next year the condition of the provincial 
finance has been kept in view. Although the demand for next year’s 
grant seems to be more than what was sanctioned by the Council for the 
current year by Rs. 2,12,000, yet actually as I shall explain, it is not 
the case. This seeming increase is simply due to the provision of 
Re. 2,98,540 under head “15B — Stock Suspense” for adjustment of tht 
value of spare parts of the dredgers, for which a credit has been tahaa 
under head “XIII — B — Direct receipts”. Hence there is no inmo» 
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but really a reduction of Bs„ 86,540 due to reduced provision under head 
<< 50A , \ In other respects the next year’s budget generally follows the 
current year's with slightly increased or decreased provisions here and 
there as have been found necessary. 


For financial reasons it has not been possible to provide for any 
new major works in the next year’s budget. Only a few small works 
such as (1) constructing a distributary from Ooralinuri to Bonepur, (2) 
constructing a distributary from Hirangram to Bahadurpur and (3) new 
surveys have been provided for. A distributary channel from 
Goralmuri to Bonepur and another from Hirangram to Bahadurpur 
will cost Bs. 5,000 and Rs. 4,000, respectively, during the next year, 
They are required to utilise the extra water on the Kden Canal received 
from the new Damodar Canal. Until they are constructed irrigation 
cannot be fully developed and lose of revenue will occur. The provi- 
sion for new surveys is Rs. 10,676, which includes Rs. 4,076 for the 
Bidyadhari survey which has been taken up during the current 
financial year in connection with Mr. Griffin’s scheme for reviving the 
Bidyadhari river. The remainder is for survey and investigation in 
connection with the irrigation and drainage problem* of the province 
and is the least that must be provided to meet the urgent requirements 
under the head. 


As regards works in progress, provisions have been made for com- 
pleting ziUndars offices at Ballichak and Panskura, and for the 
^Government share of the co*t during the next year in connection with 
the rPWJTist ruction of Canal bridges such as Alipore, Narkeldnnga, 
Municktola, Beliaghatta and Chitpore. Funds have also been provided 
to continue the work of reconstructing Ultadanga bridge over the New 
Cut Canal, to complete certain works in connection with the Salhund 
Weir and to cam' on surveys now in progress. Provision has also been 
made for demarcation of Government land along Tolly’B Nala which is 
needed to forestall and rectify encroachments on Government property. 

The construe. ion of the Damodar Canal is Wing financed by loans 
from Provincial Ixrnns Fund, A sum of Rs. 7,10,000, which is the anti- 
cipated requirement for works during the next financial year, has 
been provided under head “55A.” The work will be nearly completed 
and the revenue accounts of the canal will he opened during the next 
financial year. As the Bakreswar Canal has been completed, nothing 
has been provided for that canal under head “55A.” Only a sum of 
Rs. 2,000 for extension and improvement of the canal under head 
“XIII-A” has been provided. 

Incidentally it may be mentioned that in tbe course of hi# speech 
in connection with the budget demand of this department at tbe last 
March session of the Council, Mr. J. L. Bannerjee remarked that the 
Bakreawar Canal, which was recently constructed in his district for 
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irrigation purposes at a cost of over Rs. 4 lahhs, was a vejy good canal 
but unfortunately there was no water in it. On inquiry it has been 
ascertained that these remarks in connection with the Bafcreswar Canal 
were quite unwarranted. The river which is a hill torrent does not 
furnish a full supply of water all the year round. The canal wae 
specially designed for making the best use possible of the water which 
is available and is normally sufficient to irrigate 10,000 acres of paddy. 
Without the canal this water would simply run to waste. The area is 
undulating with quick drainage and without the canal probably little 
of it would be cultivated, and it would produce poor crops. The works 
were specially designed so as to provide for the contingency of shortage 
of wafer in October and so that every freshet which occurred in October 
should be fully utilised. 

In the first year of its running during 1932 the canal irrigated 
4,032 acres as against 5,000 acres anticipated in the project estimate. 
The river was equal to the demand throughout the khnrif season of 
1931*32 and there was no shortage of water. Taking into consideration 
the fact that the year was a year of good rainfall and that the demand 
for water for irrigation was not keen owing to the low price of paddy 
the result was quite satisfactory. 

This year the average under irrigation has increased to 4,839 acres 
— but for the low price of paddy it would no doubt have been much 

higher. 

Sir, it is quite easy to say, as has bepn the fashion, that nega- 
tion Department has done little to deal with the enormous problem* 
which await solution in Bengal. But the magnitude of these problems 
is scarcely realised, nor is the extent of the work which is actually 
being carried out by the department even at a time like thi> when it 
has mainly to confine itself to maintaining existing works, and can 
make very little pnigress to carry out or even investigate new works. In 
the meantime, however, the Irrigation Department hat* by no means 
been found wanting in readiness and alacrity with which it has 
responded to popular w'ishes and adapted its policy accordingly. I 
need refer to only a few notable instances of late such as Sirajganj, 
Noakhnli and Nadia, where the department readily went forward to the 
assistance of the local people. But still there has been no lack of 
criticism, however ill-founded it might have been. 

As for maintenance and repairs and tools and plant, provision made 
for them is what is essentially necessary after curtailment of all avoid- 
able expenditure. Provision for establishment has been made after 
curtailment of 5 per cent, of the contingencies, etc., charges, in accord- 
ance with the recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee. A 
reduction to the extent of Rs. 9.000 has also been made in the temporary 
establishment. The recent Government order reducing the percentage 



DEMAND FOE 0»AN£ v M 

culating pensionary charges from 14 per cent to 7 *2& per 
cenff has also resulted in a substantial reduction in these charges. But 
the partial %ithdrawal of the percentage cut in salaries with effect 
from 1st April, 1933, and the provision for employment of revenue 
staff for assessment and collection of revenue from the Damodar Canal, 
which will be opened during 1933-34 as explained above, have counter 
balanced the reduction. 

As regards the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee 
that a special cofhmittee should he appointed to examine the activities 
of the Irrigation Department and decide how to increase income and 
effect further economies and whether certain works should be abandoned, 
I would observe that before the Retrenchment Committee sat the 
question of increasing income and reducing expenditure on the various 
works was taken up and considered by the present Chief Engineer and 
his officers, and the Irrigation Department also consulted with the 
Finance Department and as a result considerable economies have been 
effected. It is unfortunately impossible to increase the income of the 
irrigation canals at present owing to the low price of paddy hut that 
is no argument for scrapping irrigation canals which in normal times, 
even according to the figures given by the Committee, produce a surplus 
of revenue over working expenses. In fact, apart from certain dredgers 
which I will refer to later, the only major works shown in the Com- 
mittee's list which did not produce a surplus of revenue over working 
expenses during the 10-year period taken by the Committee, are the 
Calcutta and Eastern Canals and the Sunderbans Steamer Route. The 
•case o f th e former was examined and it was found that apart from the 
expenditure incurred in replacing the bridges over the Calcutta Canals 
— an expenditure which will cease when the bridges are reconstructed — 
the average surplus for a period of six years was over ifs. 82,000 per 
annum. 

These canals are essential for the trade by boat between Eastern 
Bengal and Calcutta and are normally a paying concern. 

The Sunderbans Steamer Route again is an essential trade route. 
It was estimated that in a normal year some 474 lakhs of maunds of 
goods pass through the route. Owing to its deterioration , the cost of 
maintaining the route has increased in recent years, The question of 
increasing the tolls is under consideration. 

However, the question of a special committee is still under considera- 
tion. 

One of the principal recommendations of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee is the reduction of the cadre of the Indian Service of Engineers 
in the Irrigation Department. The present excess is due to the fact 
that it has not been possible for financial reasons to expand the depart- 
ment, though several schemes were put forward and some were 
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basis of 19 superior posts iwd if 1980 the Irrigation Department Com- 
mittee, after examining’ the work of the department', recommended that 
even after the separation of navigation and creation of a Waterway r 
Trust, which would mean the transfer of some posts and officers to the 
Trust from irrigation, embankment and drainage, there shouhflte*^ 
superior posts in the Irrigation Department. 

Since, however, expansion is not possible for some years to come, 
a reduction of the cadre is necessary and will be given effect t$ as 
early as possible with the sanction of the Secretary of State. 

The Irrigation Department has always been treated as a qnari- 
commercial department, that is, it has to pay for all the serwcee 
rendered to it by other departments, and to charge for oil the services 
rendered by it to the other departments of Government as aim 4he 
public. As a result, it has been expected to be able to pay its way. 
I have my doubts how far the Irrigation Department in Bengal Can 
do so, though os the classification has been made on the analogy/ of 
other provinces I am afraid we have to accept it. But it is well known 
that the Irrigation Department of Bengal does not pay its way. In 
order to understand the situation properly, I hope you will bear with 
me for a moment when I shall briefly describe the situation. 

Now the activities of this department comprise as you are awaOe^ 

(1) Irrigation, 

(2) Navigation, 

(3) Flood-protection, and 

(4) Drainage. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Member reached the time-limib'i Ittd 
resumed hia seat.) 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Re. 18,000 under the head “15 — Irrigation and other revenue 
expenditure financed from ordinary revenues — Works” be reduced By 
Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the policy of the expenditure on theee 
heads). 

In moving this I may say that my heart goes out in sympathy ikith 
the Hon’ble Member who has bewailed his lot in having been burdened 
with legacies of the past. These legacies have been sitting like^tibe 
Old Man of the Sea on his shoulders apparently, and have madehri* 
unable to show airy achievement dnring the years that he has been hi 
charge of the department. To start with, there was that ill 
Gland Trunk Canal project which brought with it two white elephants^ 
the two dredgers, the Ronaldthay and the Cowley, and we/-'iht J 
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— .. ly'JO* keen tfa^vered, is tsoltogy.for-tiifc department 1 It. to 
rea*ettring to hear, bowser, that the Government of Bangat is going te 
move the Secretary of State after all these years for the reduction of the 
cadre, hut by the time that this communication reaches the Secretary of 
Statepftnd the Secretary of State has had time to look into it, the sanction 
oj**the Secretary of State may be wholly unnecessary after the Reform*. 

In addition to that burdensome and expensive cadre and with aa' 
explosive series of projects like the Midnapore Canal and the Kden Canal , 
and 'other white elephants of the department, the Hon’ble Member 
never had enough funds placed in his hands, and it is sad to content* * 
plate what the Retrenchment Committee of 1921 did to the Irrigation 
Deportment. The Irrigation Department was one of these department* 
which was most hard hit and when other departments made good some 
of*th#r losses during the following years the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of Irrigation had never a slice of the surplus in the following year*. 
WAD, Sir, notwithstanding all this misfortune of the Irrigation Depart* 
meat the Hon’ble Member has given us no indication that he ha* 
visualised the problem before him in the comprehensive spirit in which 
jt should be faced. He lias not given us any information in all these 
year* which would show that he has got any irrigation policy for Bengal. 
Whatever might have been the excuse for the sort of activity or inacti- 
the department in the past, when no policy was really formulated 
and when the sole function of that department consisted in criticia- * 
ing adversely the academic principles of Sir William Wilcock*, at the * 
present moment there is absolutely no justification for the department 
not yetvlfaving formulated a definite policy after the whole question 
had been examined by a committee appointed by Government and pre- 
sided over by Mr. Hopkyns. The Hopkyns’ Committee made certain 
vev^H&efinite recommendations, and although they criticised the opinion 
of Sir William Wilcocks they agreed with him in one respect and Hint 
was that the question of irrigation and navigation of Bengal has got 
to be visualised as one, and worked out as one on a comprehensive scale, 
Notwithstanding this all that the Hon’ble Member has got to say about 
W Report of the HopkynB* Committee is with reference to that portion 
dfcly Vhere they suggest the creation of a waterways trust. Sir, the 
waterways trust is just the thing after the heart of the Bengal Govern- 
'jJttfWjt. Whenever Government is called upon to do some service to the 
people of Bengal the first thing they think of is to set up an expensive 
egUdbilnhment for the purpose and they are so busy sharpening the 
. we^sns that they can hardly find time to use them. That has been our 
hy|j<ri>nfii m the past and I shall not be surprised if, when the Hon’ble 
Member comes forward with his Bill for b waterways trust, it will turn 
dne of those expensive weapons, richly mounted, which are 
aevetintendsd to be used for any purpose and which never do any good 
tp tie eenatry . But apart from that, the other recommendation* of the 






Hopkyss’ Committee hafe absolutely fallen flat on the Government 
Tbe’fion’ble Member has not said a single Word on them in bis speeds 
while introducing bis budget this year. It is quite possible that a com- 
prehensive scheme could not be evolved in one day ; it is quite possible 
that in our present financial position we cannot think of any compm* 
tensive irrigation policy which would distribute the water resource* of 
the country in the most profitable fashion. But certainly a beginning 
could have been made; certainly some amount of thought could bay* 
been expended on the organisation of research towards that object, but 
has anything been done? We do not know. Judging by the ways of 
the Government of Bengal we may he snre that nothing has been done. 
Meanwhile the Government goes on spending the people’s money on the 
department’s white elephants. The Midnapore Canal has been in the 
bands of Government for years and years and it has been a burden- 
some charge. Expert after expert has recommended its abandonment. 
The Eden Canal is one of those things which has also been a burden to 
them ; the Damodar Embankment is also a burden to them. These are 
me problems which the Government have been thinking out all these 
jfears and wasting money on. Nothing has been thought out with 
regard to them. They have not abandoned any of them, and even now 
we are asked to contribute to the maintenance, extension and improve- 
ment of the Damodar Canal, and the Bakreswar Canal — two of the 
projects which have been most strongly criticised by Sir Willi*® 
Wilcocks. We are asked to provide for the Midnapore Canal, ihe 
Hijli Tidal Canal and so on and so forth. Well, Sir, this is not busi- 
ness. The Hon’ble Member has reminded us that the Irrigation De- 
partment should be looked upon as a quasi-commercial department. I 
^Suppose that by that is understood that in the Irrigation Department 
the income should at least cover the expenditure. Of course I shall be 
very glad if that were possible, if expenses are covered by income, ajnd 
if Government had all this time thought out some means of adjusting 
their budget so that expenses would be covered by income or more than ^ 
covered by income. But if it is a commercial department then on* 
might suppose that the one thing which would necessarily follow hr that 
commercial method* should be adopted in dealing with this department,, 
that w* should have followed the methods of business. Well, Sir, wh*i 
have we done? We have on the contrary done exactly what no busmeet: 
m*n would ever think of doing, namely, we have provided a huge estab- 


lishment which has nothing to do. That is a strange fashion indeed 
of running a commercial department; I su|mit that I have already had 
occasion to speak in this Council with regard to this matter last year 
and since then other Hon’ble members have also criticised 
on this score. But with reference to all of them, the Hon’ble 
has only cared to investigate into one matter, namely, whether 
water in the Bakree#ar Canal. The Hon’ble Member haa Me^ Si, 
mistake of taking my esteemed friend Mr. J. L. Banncrjee too ^ 
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and made no allowance for the fact that he is a master of rhetoric. 
When he complained last year that there was no water in the Bakreswar 
Canal he certainly did not mean that there was not a drop of water to 
be found there; what he meant was that the water resources were not 
adequate for the purpose for which the canal was sought to be made 
serviceable; that is to say, what he meant was that the water resources 
available were not properly gauged before the project was launched 
upon. With regard to that the Hon’ble Member has no answer to 
make. It is perfectly true that a few thousands of acres may have 
been irrigated out of this canal, but supposing you make a balance sheet 
of that, would it show that the benefit which has been obtained from 
that is commensurate with the amount of money that has been spent 
on it or that it might not have been more profitably spent P That should 
have been the object of the investigation made by the Hou’ble Member 
but he has not done anything of the kind. Also he had not a word to 
say with regard to the other points raised by other speakers. "He 
apparently had not investigated into the matters at all. That is the 
way in which the Hon’ble Member has treated our criticisms — criticisms* 
not founded upon mere inexpert opinion but founded upon the opinion 
expressed by their own expert committee presided over by Mr. Hopkyns 
of the Indian Civil Service. I submit that all these years the Irrigation 
Department has been merely playing with the vital problems of Bengal 
and should not be allowed to go on playing like this any more. 

Khlii Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Traditions record that 
there iMm unfathomable depth in the mouth of the Bay of Bengal, and 
till lately we held that if we could drown the two dredgers at that spotf 
it would be much better. As year after year goes by and we gain 
experience we think that if the Irrigation Department had been non- 
existent Bengal would have been distinctly the gainer. I will not 
' "multiply instances; I will not use strong language but I will seriously 
ask certain questions. If it is a fact that the Bengal Irrigation Depart- 
ment? has been recruiting a number of superfluous officers? If it is a 
|aCt that instead of 19 officers only, required according to their own 
Standard of recruitment, to-day the total number of Imperial Officer* 
there is as much as 28 or 29 P I solemnly ask the Hon’ble Member 
whether there waa any necessity of recruiting a Chief Engineer from 
the United Provinces in the circumstances. Does the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department mean to say that the 
Irrigation Department is so incompetent that out of 28 officers who 
have been recruited— all of them belonging to the Imperial Service- 
Hot one of them was fit to be the Chief EngineerP I could have under- 
stood their' recruiting a Chief Engineer from another province if there 
wez* no superfluity of 9 Imperial Officers, and when Bengal has been 
paying unnecessarily not merely for 19 officers but also for another 9 
who are not required. Am I to understand that the Hon’ble Member 
18 
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wants to say that out of these, every one is unfit to be a Chief Engineer? 
That is where my criticism comes in. That amount of attention which 
ought to have been devoted to this department has not been given to 
it. Government are still thinking and corresponding with the Secre- 
tary of State but what decision has been arrived at has not yet been 
known to this House. On your own statement you have recruited 
superfluous officers. It was not known to anybody till a committee was 
appointed and on the statement of that committee jit was found out 
that there were 9 superfluous officers. They have recommended that 
these superfluous officers must go. Why should Government take so 
much time to come to a decision as to whether they should be reduced 
or not? Is it not a fact that it is quite possible for Government to 
discharge those officers who are advanced in years ? Are there not 
men in the Irrigation Department over 25 years of service who can 
easily be discharged and asked to take pension so that these 9 posts 
can be reduced ? It is very difficult to argue in a matter like this but 
I am afraid the Hon’ble Member has tried to put in a picture which 
will not bear scrutiny. He has held out that certain canals are pay- 
ing. He has spoken of the Midnapore Canal in which he has shown 
that this is a very useful canal. I will not take much time of the 
Council over this matter but I will say only one word. Is it not a 
fact that this Midnapore Canal was intended to irrigate about 140,000 
acres of land? Is it not a fact that in earlier years it kept up an 
acreage of 80,000 acres and is it not a fact that that acreage is gradu- 
ally declining till it has now come down to 51,000 acres only? I want 
to put one plain simple question. What does it show? If canal’ 
was for the benefit of the people, do you mean to say that the people 
are so many. fools that they would not take advantage of this and that 
instead of increasing the acreage they will see it diminish? After all 
you cannot justify it by economic depression either, because it is 
exactly in a year of economic depression that people will try tb get * 
more from their land. What does the fact show? That within th«* 
last 20 years the acreage has declined from 81,000 acres to 57,000. 
Sir, I will not de more than quote the authority of Col. Hayes, whicly 
has been printed in the Retrenchment Committee’s report and whieh 
says that it must be 140,000 acres. Am I to understand that simply 
for the sake of 51,000 acres of land in a remote comer of Bengal we 
are year after year to provide not merely the working expenses, but 
also to meet the interest charges incurred on this canal? 

Sir, take the Midnapore Canal. It has cost us in interest charges 
alone — and these interest chargee are payable to the Government of 
India and I am refejTing to the actual and not book transaction — 
Rs. 20 lakhs. So the total expenditure on this head comes 
to 47 lakhs of rupees as against a gross revenue of Rs, 25 lakhs, 
and it, thersforo, shows a net loss of Rs. 22 lakhs. At the time when 
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urlgftrtioii was a department of the Government of India, you could 
do what you liked. Is it a matter which you can treat lightly to-day Y 
But that is what you are doing. When the Agricultural Commission 
reported, they said that navigation and irrigation should be treated 
as different subjects. I remember I raised a discussion in this House 
and Mr. Addams-Williams— may his name and fame grow far and 
wide — announced on behalf of Government that a committee of officials 
and also, if possible, of non-officials would be appointed to investigate 
this question and he definitely assured us that after an expert 
committee of officials had been appointed, a committee of non-officials 
would be appointed later on. 

Then, Sir, the Retrenchment Committee have ugain recommended 
that the loss to Bengal finance is so heavy that every matter must, be 
thoroughly investigated — whether it relates to continuance or main- 
tenance or extension. Now, Sir, is that demand from the public* very 
unreasonable? When we are showing by facts and figures that each 
project is causing a loss to Government and a committee presided over 
by a senior member of the I.C.S. says that you should investigate the 
matter, why should you not appoint a committee as soon ns possible? 
I should like to say that this is the way how the Government becomes 
unpopular in this country. Sir, we have come to this House against 
the opinion of a vast body of public known as extremists at great risk 
and yet we are not taken into confidence. There is an Irrigation 
Standing Committee. Have you ever consulted that committee? 

. Sir, I understand that the Hon ’hie Member is intending to launch 
a WatSWrays Bill. Has the Standing Committee been consulted 
and, if not, may I inquire why the members are not consulted at the 
earliest opportunity so that it may be possible for them "to give their 
opinion P 

I would give two more instances where the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee recommended that each and every project of irrigation canal 
should be separately investigated by a small committee, which was 
not possible for the Retrenchment Committee to do. Take the 
Damodar Canal. The Government of Bengal in its own solemn 
resolution said that if the Damodar Canal were to be taken in hand, 
it must be taken up as a project under the Agricultural and Sanitary 
Drainage Act. Yet when this project was actually taken up, Govern- 
ment adopted an entirely different policy. When it was first taken up, 
the original estimate was Rs. 91 lakhs. Then it was reduced to Rs. 70 
or 71 lakhs, now it has again gone up to Rs. 90 lakhs. Has the 
Hon’bie Member inquired why this estimate was reduced and why it 
has again gone up? I ask, is it not a matter worthwhile investigating? 
When yon have calculated on acreage charge, if the acreage it 
increased, what will be the financial effect? Will it again cause a 
terrible lose to the Bengal finance as you will have to meet increased 



27ft 


[17th Mae., 


DEMAND FOB GltANT. 

interest charges? Si^when we critici^fthe working of the depart* 
raent, we do so not in a carping spirai^|at we do feel that there are 
1 so many things left undone and so many things badly done, that one 
part becomes so heavy that the other part becomes absolutely insigni- 
ficant. I will not at this stage say anything about the projects taken 
up by the department. Take the Bakreswar project. What has been 
its ultimate financial effect? When the Bakreswar Scheme wbb 
initiated, it was estimated that the cost would be about Rs. 3 lakhs 
which would be recouped from the revenue derived from it. Now it 
is said that it will not be a paying concern. Sir, the Damodar Canal 
requires immediate investigation. It is hardly likely that your 
expectations regarding revenue from this project will be fulfilled, 
because we are not going to get our good old prices at a near date, 
because the facts and circumstances do not justify the hope that we are 
going to have better days soon. 

Sir, as I have said before, the bogey is being raised year after year 
Of the danger to the Eastern Bengal trade route. Sir, if the Eastern 
Bengal trade route is in danger, surely the people affected by it should 
be able to pay. If these trade routes are not paying their way, I do 
* not see why they should be maintained. Is it for the provincial revenues 
to maintain these routes, the chief revenue from which goes to the 
Government of India P Let that Government maintain those routes — 
it is not our concern. After all Bengal cannot be the perpetual milch 
cow to be drawn upon by anybody and everybody. 

Now, Sir I shall speak a few words about the budget itaolf. As 
I have said, one of the few recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee — — 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: On a point 
of order, Sir, is the member travelling over the whole budget or only 
the policy? 

•Mu. 

Mr. PREtIMNT: He is to discuss the policy of the expenditure 
under the heads covered by your demand, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, there is another matter 
which I want to bring forward in connection with theee receipts and 
that is that it appears from the latest Administration Report that in the 
Midnapore Canal the fee is 3 ‘33 pies per ton ; in the Eden Canal it is 
10 ‘68 pies, while in the Madaripur Bil Route, where we spent lakhs 
and lakhs, it is ; 77 pie. Why is it that >77 of a pie is the charge in 
the Madaripur Bil Route? That is a matter on which no answer has 
yet been given, and yet that is a source from which we may possibly 
get a little more revenue. 
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Sir, I have been criticism-year after year'fith a view to finding 
out how the subsidies paid folhe Steamer Companies for band ailing 
work are being utilised. This year I took the trouble to travel from 
the Hardinge Bridge to Rajmahal — in a boat and had an opportunity 
of seeing how the bandalling work was being done, I must say I went 
there not with a view to seeing the work but on a shooting excursion?. 
But I saw the works. I do again plead that this is a matter which 
should be looked* into. The Steamer Companies will look to their 
interests only and not to those of the people in maintaining the bandal- 
ling. 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIH, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I am sorry 

I am rising to speak at a time when the Council is going to ha 
adjourned. I shall have just one or two minutes’ time to speak, llow-”* * 
ever, Sir, T have heard the speech of 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. Was 
not Mr. Suhrawardy called upon to speak ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I called out Mr. Suhra wordy's name ns he 
caught my eye, but he yielded to the Nawab Sahib. 

• Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I have 
heard ffie speech of Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque. 1 thought that 
I would be able to agree with him in many matters, hut I am sorry 
he has spoken something which does not seem to be quite* correct. He 
has been telling us that the canal projects ought to be abandoned (“no, 
no”) and he wants to show that as they are not paying, as the expendi- 
ture that has been incurred on them is not being realised, these canals 
should be abandoned. ("No, no”.) I do not know what he means. 
That being the position I do not believe he is right in demanding the 
closing of these canals. If the Midnapore Canal, which was irrigating 
140 thousand acres before (a voice: It was not), is now only serving 
63,000 acres, I do not think you can blame the department. If he says 
that 53,000 acres should be abandoned, thereby adversely affecting the 
crop that is raised in that area, I believe he is not voicing the right 
opinion in this House. My friend says that if the 63,000 acres be 
abandoned and with it all the crop that is being raised in that area 
than I think he is not voicing the right opinion of this House; 6*3,000 
acres is a sufficiently big area. 

KbM Bahadur Mauls! AZIZUL HAQUts That it a sufficiently big 
area for growing tea, no doubt 
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Hawab MUIHARRUF HOfAIN, KtttMBahadur: Yes, not only is 
it a sufficiently big area for growing tea but for growing paddy as well. 
If he neglects this 53,000 acres in this way, then I think he does not 
at all seriously consider any proposition at all. 

(At this stage the Council adjourned for fifteen minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Nawab MUSHARRUF HOIAIN, Khan Bahadur: What has hap. 
pened is that Government have kept pace with the flow of time and 
with the flow of water in the canals. However, I do not agree with 
my friend when he says that all these canals which are working at a 
loss to the Government should be stopped for I do not know how other- 
wise they can be kept working. As far as I know from the time of 
Feroz Shah Tughlak up to this time anybody who has read the history 
of India will at once say that it is these canals that have left permanently 
the name of Government. If the Moslem Government is still remem- 
' -bered in India, it is due to Feroz Shah Tughlak who began irrigation of 
India and he is being followed by the present Government with very 
great success. If my present Tughlak, i.c., Sir Abdelkerim Ghuznavi, 
ought to be proud of anything it is for these canals and irrigation works. 
(There were murmurs.) It is difficult for me to speak owing to inter- 
ruptions. I would always support any scheme when it emanates from 
Government for the purpose of making better the condition of the 
people. I know’ a place at Jalpaiguri which is a very highj^nd and 
although the rainfall in the district is about 112 inches but for the 
want of any project that plot of land is lying fallow. I know that 
the Secretary of the Irrigation Department, who was also Deputy 
Commissioner of Jalpaiguri some time ago, will bear me out when I say 
that a certain portion of Bengal still requires irrigation and if these pro- 
jects could be initiated in my own district, I am sure it would have 
* caused immense good there, and I do not understand when some of my 
friends say that the irrigation canals that have been constructed else- 
where should he abandoned. I do not know what they mean. First 
of all this is not at all a practical proposition. Take now the case of the 
63,000 acres; if Rs. 50 be the value of the produce of an acre the total 
value of the produce of the whole area will be about Rs. 20 lakhs. So, 
I say if you want to deprive the people of the locality of the Rs. 26 
lakhs, then you can abandon the canal. I would be the last person 
to recommend this. I hope that this policy should be approved by 
all of us and mull these places where canals are necessary such canals 
should be excavated at Government cost. 

Then there are other points raised by my friend Khan Bahadur 
Axisul Haque about tbe cadre. These are public properties and even 
if the Government have admitted that the cadre is too big and ought 
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to curtailed, they have already written to the Government of India 
aa also to the Secretary of State, for a revision of the cadre and I do * s 
not think any more flogging is necessary on that account and I excuse 
the Member-in-charge when I And that he has done his part of the 
duty. It is the Secretary of State and the Government of India that 
are now responsible for the delay. If they delay in the matter their 
action will be criminal. I would, therefore, ask the Hon’ble Member 
to report the opinion of this House, so that the Government of India 
and the Secretary of State may expedite disposal of Bengal Govern- 
ment’s recommendations. If he does that much, I believe we will have 
nothing more to complain. 

As regarls the comprehensive scheme regarding which my friend 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta has spoken so eloquently, I would 
appeal to him, as I did last year, to see that the comprehensive scheme 
is prepared by the Government. This is a bare necessity. And if the 
Member-in-charge be true to his salt he ought to see that there is no 
further delay in making a comprehensive scheme. This is more than 
overdue. And I would appeal to him to see with all the respect that 
he commands that this is a matter which does not admit of any more 
delay. I do not want to attack the Member but what I would lather 
say is that he should not put forward any further excuse in making a 
comprehensive scheme. If he thinks that he should get any assistance 
from intelligent members of this House like Dr. Sen Gupta he can take 
them into* his confidence and get things done as quickly as possible. 

The~ Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Mr. 1W 

dent, the House has been regaled with a flow of rhetoric from some 
members opposite and from the Khan Bahadur in particular. I should 
like to say, Sir, that rhetoric is a very agreeable thing, hut a subject 
like irrigation has got to be looked at from the point of view of hard 
facts and rhetoric does not come in. Perhaps my friends seem to think 
that as irrigation must flow, rhetoric must also flow, and that is on# 
of the reasons w'hy Khan Bahadur Ariiul Haque and the Doctor have 
given vent to rhetoric in speaking on the matter under discussion. One 
ounce of common sense in which they seem to be lacking is worth a ton 
of rhetoric. In the first place, I am afraid that in spite of every 
intention to supply all information to members of this House, I)r. Ben 
Gupta rather questioned me for not supplying information on certain 
subjects. I should like to know what subjects he refers to; if he care# 
to have information about the dredgers I should be glad to give him 
all information. I would be glad to tell him something about the 
Waterway* Trust too. I was simply waiting for the relevant motions to 
be moved when I would have an opportunity of speaking on thee# 
various subjects which will be no doubt of interest to the members of 
this House. 
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As regards the few points which have been touched upon, the first 
question that I should like to refer to, is the question of cadre. An 
attempt has been made to visit the sins of former Governments on the 
head of the present Government. I may tell my friends that long 
before the Retrenchment Committee sat, Government were very 
anxiously considering as to what steps they should take with regard 
to the question of reducing the cadre, inasmuch as the purpose for 
which the recruitment continued to be made at th$t rate could not 
be given effect to. The Committee over which Mr. Hopkyns presided 
distinctly recommended that the Irrigation Department should be 
expanded, but as soon as their labours were finished, financial condi- 
tions went from bad to worse with the result that it has not been 
possible to effect any expansion at all. Government, therefore, of their 
own motion, have been considering what they ought to do about reduc- 
ing the cadre, and I may say that the decision to reduce the cadre was 
reached long ago. This reduction, however, is not within the scope of 
the local Government, who have perforce to go up to the Secretary of 
State and get his sanction before reduction can take place. Therefore, 
there can be no complaint on this head at all. I have explained clearly 
that the Government are alive to the situation and have taken all 
necessary steps, but their decision can only be given effect to on receipt 
of the Secretary of State's sanction. 

Then the next question is about the canals. A good deal of water 
has flowed through the canals, and also rhetoric in this House. I want 
to ask one question. I)o you suggest that these canals should be 
dropped ? Do you suggest, having regard to the fact that they have 
been run at a profit and are practically paying their way, that they 
should be scrapped ? I may also point out to the Khan Bahadur that 
nobody has been a greater critic of this department than myself, as I 
have looked into every nook and corner of this department. I can 
assure the House that it has been more or less a Herculean task to me. 
Since I first came into office, I found this department encumbered with 
a lot of unwieldy projects which would have taxed the resources of the 
Government to the utmost; the provincial exchequer had also been 
burdened with heavy loans taken from the Government of India in 
connection with the purchase of dredgers and things of that kind. 
These dredgers have been described as white elephants, but has any 
member of this Council, who has taken bo much pains to criticise these 
dredgers, ever cared to pay a visit to these dredgers to examine them? 
Go there and take a look at them, they would seem to be like a flotilla* 
Well, I spent a very pleasant morning and inspected the dredgers from 
one end to the other. It took a whole morning, and I believe, a 
thorough inspection of that kind has never been carried out since the 
dredgers were purchased. This shows that I have not been remiss in 
looking into things to find out what has been done and what should 
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be done. It was also said that I recruited a Chief Engineer from out* 
side Bengal. My reply is very short and to the point. Does it lie in 
the mouths of members of this Council who have always been singing 
in praise of (sic) of Mr. Addams- Williams, to make this a grievance? 
Did they want his policy to be perpetuated or did they not insist on 
my looking for fresh blood from outside? I pause for a reply. I havtf 
not only given effect to the wishes of the members of this House, but 
I have done the J>est and secured the very best brains that could bo 
had in India. The present occupant of the post has a very good repu- 
tation. Lord Meston, the then Governor of the United^ Provinces, spoke 
in the highest terms of the present Chief Engineer. Then there is ther 
old adage, viz., the proof of the pudding is in the eating thereof. All 
projects like the Nabaganga-cut and dozens of others were prepared 
long before, and not one of them was taken up till the arrival of ther 
present Chief Engineer. We must admit that. Furthermore, I wish 
to make it perfectly clear that we in the Irrigation Department are* 
now introducing a new orientation in our policy which means that 
in our view the proper thing to do is not to pay attention to a single 
district like Burdwaii and sink all the money there. We now wish to 
do all we can for the province as a whole, That, I may say, i» the 
policy which ought to find the very fullest approval of the House 
and for which Government ought to be given credit. But far from it, 
I hear nothing but criticism to the effect that no policy has been 
adopted. The policy which we are trying to adopt is the greatest 
amount of good to the greatest number for the least amount of money. 

NW7 let me tell you something more. Some members have men- 
tioned the chief trade route and the question of the necessity of Bengal 
paying for the upkeep of that route. May I remind the House that 
in my opening speech I mentioned the large amount of goods that come 
in by that route, by steamer and by boat. By steamer alone, the figure 
comes to something like 474 lakhs of maunds of goods which pass 
through every year. Is it not important, and does it not justify 
Government keeping that route open? I admit that in the past a 
great deal of money has been spent on the upkeep of this mute. A 
great deal of money has been spent on the Madaripur Bil Route and 
I admit that some blunders have been made in the past. Now, is it 
the business of members of this House to go on harping on past blunders 
without seeing what efforts are being made now to make up the lost 
ground? It is all very well to harp on past sins, but at the same time it 
would also be agreeable to bear criticisms which are fair and encourag- 
ing. ^ Otherwise, there is no point in going on with a policy, which, I. 
take it, is desired by the members of this House. 

Some reference was made to the question about the proposed 
Waterways Trust, and, as a matter of fact, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu 
inquired as to whether it is going to be given effect to in the Greek 
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Calends. I said that it would be given effect to, not in the Greek 
Calends, but in the Bengal^Calends, that is to say withi$ this year. 
I may inform the members of this House that Bince the' submission of 
the report of the Hopkyns’ Committee, Government have taken every 
possible step to proceed expeditiously with the scheme. You must 
realise that before the scheme could be proceeded with, we have had 
to address a large number of public bodies and carry on a large amount 
of correspondence and so on. Well, all that has (>een done, and it 
meant time. Then, as regards finance, the Finance Department must 
naturally criticise all schemes before they can be accepted by Govern* 
meat as a whole, and I must say that all credit is due to my friend 
Mr. Woodhead who has taken the trouble to help me as regards the 
financial side of the question. All this too must take time. Anyhow, 
members will be glad to hear that we have addressed the Government 
of India and as soon as the sanction of Government of India is received, 
we shall introduce a Bill in Council. We hope to do this in the next 
session. That is the position with regard to the Waterways Trust, and 
the House must remember that His Excellency the Governor, when he 
addressed the House also mentioned this Bill. You may take it from 
me that as far as we are concerned everything is complete, and we are 
only awaiting the sanction of the Governor-General to introduce it in 
the Council. I am taking every step to have the matter expedited. 
I therefore oppose the motion. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m., on Saturday, the 
18th March, 1933, ut the Council House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council asse mbled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 18th March, 19H3, at lO-'H) a.m. 

Present: 

Mff. President (the Hon’ble Kaja Sir Manmatha Nath Kay 
Chaudhuei, kt., of Sautosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Member* 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 101 
nominated and elected members. 


DEMAND8 FOR GRANTS. 

XIII, 15, 15(1), 16, and 55— Irrigation^ 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: After the complete vindication by 
the Hon’ble Member of the present policy of his department there is 
little that can be said by way of suggestion, but to request him when 
working out the policy, to take the non-oflicial members of the House 
into his confidence. 

AVe are glad to be informed that the department is alive to the 
superfluity of Imperial Service officers when there is so little work to 
be done and that the Govern ment of India lias been consulted with a 
view to dispensing with the services of some of them. I am not one 
of those who believe that the activities of this department should be 
restricted; I would far rather that the department was expanded to 
such an extent, that so much more attention was paid to it that it 
became the most important department of Government ; and the 
Council and the people and the Government realised that on its proper 
working depends the life, health and the prosperity of the people. 

I would far rather therefore that this department could entertain 
even more officers and servants but until we have embarked on a com- 
prehensive policy and until we have sufficient work to do and enough 
money to spend there is no reason why so many officers should be kept 
on in the hope of better days. 

I hope, therefore, Sir, that the Hon’ble Member will bring it to the 
serious notice of the Government of India that we consider that there 
are far "too many officers ; for he is taking a great risk in his recom- 
mendation* which, if insufficient, will lead to further criticisms next 
year. I entirely agree with the Hon'ble Member in that be has gone 
outside the cadre in Bengal for his Chief Engineer. It is quite 
possible tha t there wera officers here who could have done the work and 
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who could have brought into the department a different^outlook from 
that of Mr. Adams-Williams. Nevertheless to discover them would 
have involved an inquiry into the extent to which the officers di#- 
agreed with his Chief Engineer which would not have been advisable 
or pleasant. We believe that the present Chief Engineer has com- 
pletely justified his selection and we hope that with the passage of 
time he will have grasped our necessities and been in a position to work 
out a comprehensive policy. » 

I now come to some remarks of Khan Bahadur Amul Haque. 
Generally speaking they are informative but on this occasion, I am 
afraid that he has deliberately played to the gallery for the purpose 
possibly of securing the commendation of certain members of bis 
group. It is no use to-day speaking of the Midnapore Canal and the 
excessive interest charges that we still have to pay. Similarly there 
are other projects scattered throughout Bengal which w T ere under- 
taken in great hopes but which have become wasteful and expensive. 
Can the previous mistakes be remedied? Whether they are scrapped 
or not, we shall have to go on meeting the expenses and paying the 
interest and hence the Irrigation Department of the present day can 
hardly be held responsible for the existence of these projects. If some- 
thing had been suggested by which we could have increased the income, 
or decreased the expenditure, or avoided the interest payable, or any 
charges calling for an inquiry into the working of the canals had been 
brought forward, one could have appreciated the criticisms. The^ 
question whether they should bo scrapped or not, is however a^uestion 
which we ought not to lose sight of. So far as I am aware the Midaa- r 
pore Canal has cut across the natural drainage of the country with the 
result that the embankments rise higher and higher and the natural 
water courses are choked and blocked. It is possible that in a com- 
prehensive scheme founded on sound engineering principles it may be 
necessary at some future time to scrap this cHnnl and I hope that Gov- 
ernment will not lose sight of it. At any rate something must be done 
in order to prevent the embankments from continuous growth. 
Similarly, the Circular Canal to the north of Calcutta has 
turned the areas to its north into a marshy, swampy, malarious 
district and has killed the rivers to its south. The death of the Bidya- 
dhari is due to this canal, as well as to the policy of reclaiming tho 
•pill areas by means of embankments and thus preventing the natural 
flow and ebb of the water. Government should take early note of this 
and should try and set about acquiring those plots of land which 
formerly constituted the spill areas and by whose reclamation the 
natural river courses are drying up. If the Bidyadhari ia somehow 
or other not resuscitated, I feel perfectly certain that in the not distant 
future Calcutta will have become infested with mosquitoes, and will 
be one of the most malarious plague spots in Bengal. 
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Rowing as we do the services irhich the Hon’ble Member has 
rendered to the Irrigation Department in Bengal, the greatest of whichi 
was bis acceptance of the resignation of Mr. Ad&ms-Wiiliams and his 
recognition that a toew policy was necessary for his department, it 
becomes difficult for us to refer to the maladministration even of a not 
distant past, but I cannot help referring to the wasteful D&modar 
Canal scheme if only to illustrate a point that I shall shortly make. 
This scheme on wjiich nearly a crore of rupees has been or is going to 
be spent is meant to supplement the Hatya or the October rains in the 
areas which it proposes to serve. As the canal will be fed by the 
Daffiodar river it will not be able to give water when there is drought. 

It will have plenty of water when the villagers will not need it. It 
will deprive the lower reaches of the river of water and take away that 
water which the people below are justly entitled to. It also offends 
against engineering principles as it cuts across the natural drainage of 
the country. I believe this scheme received sanction when for some 
months the Council had been suspended owing to Ministry difficulties. 

I remember that I for one opposed it vehemently, but I was met with 
the reply that the expenditure had already been incurred and some 
members of the Burdwan district also opposed my opposition merely 
because some money was being spent on their district. The Hon’ble 
Member has been to the site himself and he must have realised the 
extraordinarily wasteful expenditure on the ;I)amodar Cana). He 
mu«t also have realised that the project is unnecessary and useless, and 
will soon become a project like the Midnapore Eden Canals, namely, 
%ith increasing expenditure and diminishing returns. This project 
was foisted on us when the Council definitely put its foot down on the 
Grand Trunk Canal scheme and not even the intervention of Mr. 
Harris from Simla in support of Mr. Adams-Williaws in Calcutta 
could induce us to alter our views. Now I put this forward before the 
Hon’ble Member as an example that, particularly in irrigation matters 
which are so vital to the people, the non-official members know more 
with regard to the needs of Bengal than such officials who are out to 
justify their existence by launching on new projects involving con- 
siderable expenditure, and by placing extravagant orders for machinery 
in foreign countries. I realise that the Hon’ble Member is doing his 
level best; I even realise that he takes no pride in being designated 
Admiral of the Dredger Fleet, but that he is positively ashamed of it. 
I realise that he must have amassed considerable knowledge ndtfc*. 
regard to the details of bis department; I even know that be pays far 
more attention to non-official views than has ever been done by ft 
depar tme nt of Government. I also feel that be is at present on the 
brink of considerable reforms in bis department. Nevertheless, I can- 
not help suggesting to him thai non-official opinion in regard to iirigft- 
tioa matters ought to be consulted whenever possible. I am afraid 
that the Hon’ble Member has not been very clear in bis enunciation of 
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6 general policy. It is possible that he places his trust in file Water- 
ways Bilf and he hopes that those charged with its working will be 
able to formulate a comprehensive policy and he does not wish to 
anticipate them. This of course will very largely depend upon tEe 
powers which the trustees of the Bill are entrusted with. I cannot, 
however, pass this by without bringing to the notice of the Hon'ble 
Member that we shall not be satisfied with any policy which does nof 
conform to the principles laid down by the late Sir William Willcocks. 
It is regrettable that the Government did not think it fit to avail itself 
of his services when his services were available. I realise that the 
Hon'ble Member was labouring under difficulties. The mist and fog 
in which the department had been kept surrounded by the late Chief 
Engineer had not been completely dispelled, and the Hon’bie Member 
could not muster up sufficient courage to accept our demands and 
request Sir William Willcocks to work out his scheme. Nevertheless 
the correspondence between him and Mr. Adams-Williams, his replies 
to the criticisms of the late Chief Engineer and the constructive sug- 
gestions that he has put forward, for which correspondence I must admit 
the Hon’bie Member was largely responsible, are bound to be useful 
in the formulation of a future policy. 

Smaller projects here and there remain to be done. Except those 
that are absolutely urgent and necessary we hope that they will not be 
undertaken unless a comprehensive policy is laid down which should 
be on some such lines as this: namely, the reclamation of those 
canals and rivers which have to-day been encroached upon for cultiva* 
tion purposes, to throw open the spill areas and break down the 
embankments, to permit the red river water to flow through all the 
ancient channels, to keep in mind tha natural drainage of the country 
"whenever new projects are taken up, and to scrap all such projects and 
all such schemes as defy the above principles. I hope that the Water- 
ways Bill that will be introduced by the Hon’bie Member will give 
sufficient scope to its trustees to do something really useful for irriga- 
tion in Bengal end will not merely be a sort of administering body to 
perpetuate the blunders of the past. 

Before I sit down I do wish to congratulate the Hon’bie Member 
on his real desire to effect reforms in his department, and for the 
manper in which he has been able to rescue it from the rut into which 
l it had fallen. 

* Ml\> NARINDRA KUMAR BASUl Speaking on thta*motjpp 
Which is intended to raise a discussion on the policy of the Irrigation 
department, I find myself in rather a difficult position. It seems that 
to far as the Hon’bie Member is concerned he has been paintin g himself 
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and kis activities in the Council in two rather contradiofcoty colours. 
In the first picture we find the Hon'ble Member actually groaning 
under the load of past misdeeds and inactivities of the previous govern* 
men ts and he is trying as best as he could to disentangle himself from 
the miles of redtape which threaten to strangle him. In the second 
'^picture he has placed before the House he has portrayed himself as a 
Hercules trying to clear not the Augean stable but the irrigation 
stable. However,, even though the Hon'ble Member gave us a reitera- 
tion of the assertion that he is going hack upon the policy of his pre- 
decessors and if he did so I would be the first to congratulate him, btf$ 
even so we on this side of the House were not able to catch whether the 
Hon’ble Member has a definite policy of his own and if he has, wh*t 
that policy is. The House is aware that the Hon’ble Member has beeli# 
in office for four years now and that very shortly, within a year, of his 
assuming office the Bengal Irrigation Department Committee submit- 
ted its report. I shall not weary the members of this House by reading 
long extracts from that report but there are two or three passages which 
I would like to place before the members of this House. In paragraph 
32 of that report they say “it is hardly too much to say that most of 
the province is at present an unknown land to the department,/' la 
paragraph 33 they say “no data exist in most of the province to show 
- whether or not extension of irrigation is technically or economically 
possible.’* Regarding the embankments they say “it is doubtful 
whether there is any more serious or difficult problem in the whola 
realm of civil engineering than that which is presented by a deltaioA 
country, -the rivers of which have by the construction of embankment* 
been robbed of the possibility of discharging their natural function 
of land formation.’’ Again they go on to say “any pcjl icy# directed 
towards holding the embankments intact merely has the effect of pass- 
ing it in a magnified form to the next generation." In paragraph 3& », 
they say “the most serious problem is that presented by the dead and 
dying rivers of central Bengal especially in the Nadia, Murshidabad,;. 
Jessore and Khulna districts" and then in paragraph 39 they say “It „ 
would, we consider, materially advance the cause of drainage work in 
the province and clear away any misconception which may still exist, 
were Government, in consultation with their advisers on hydraulic and 
public health questions, to revise their resolution and formulate a 
definite policy to be followed in the future." I shall not go on multi** 
plying quotations from that report hot the House is aware that in that 
report they said that hydraulic survey of rivers and of the district* wm< 4 
the one thing needed to give a new orientation to the irrigation policy 
of the Government, which more than anything else would save Bengal 
(am being dead and dead of malaria and want of water. I would* 
life* to know what steps within the last three years have been tab ml 
. fey the Hon’ble Member to have a hydraulic survey of the districts an<J 
* of the Nadia rivers taken. The Hopkyns Committee reported, a* I have* 
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said on the 19th March, 1930, almost three years to a day td-day, and we 
are now in March, 1933, and the Hon’ble ft ember is fast approaching 
the time when the natural tenure of his office will end. But except- 
ing stating that the Hon’ble Member has a policy I am afraid the 
Bouse does not yet know what that policy is. Bengal is in a danger- 
ous position to-day and that dangerous position is due mostly to th% 
embankments on the Damodar and other banks and also the choking 
up of waterways . It is all very well to say that a Waterways Bill 
will be introduced in the near future but from what we have seen it 
will probably be years and years before the Waterways Trust, if it is 
fiver created, will begin to work or will have enough funds to get to 
work. 

Then, I do not want to call them white elephants — for I do not want 
to use that hackneyed expression, I will speak about the dredgers. 
What has the Hon'ble Member decided about them? We are still 
waiting to hear his policy about the dredgers. I was told in reply to 
an interruption yesterday that we were going to have an adumbration 
.of the policy regarding the dredgers but this could not be done on 
account of the guillotine. However I hope that before this discussion 
.ends we will hear something about the dredgers, whether they have 
really been taken to the Boy of Bengal and sunk there, or whether they 
■are going to he dismantled, or what is going to be done with them. -It 
has been pointed out by the previous speaker that these dredgers were-? 
probably purchased at a very high price in the days of yore. I do not 
"know whether Mr. Suhrawardv said that it was the policy of the 
officers of those days to purchase things in the highest market but he 
very nearly said that. I think that the interest charge is, as the House 
is aware, a very considerable sum and makes a considerable inroad 
upon the poor finances of this province. I hope the Hon’ble Member 
has a definite policy with regard to the disposal of these dredger*. 
When we hear that the Hon’ble Member has a definite policy regard- 
ing this matter I shall be the first person to congratulate him. But he 
has not done that. And I submit that mere complaining of the mis- 
deeds of his predecessors and saying that he is going to have a Watar- 
-njiys Trust in the near future is not enough. 

v_ There is just one other question which we are forgetting, namely, 
Ctfoout the water-hyacinth. Members of the Council are aware how, so 
far as water-hyacinth is concerned, they are driven from post to pillar 
and pillar to post. If we inquire about this mater in the Irrigation 
Department they say “it is no business of ours, go to the Agneul- 
Mral Department,” but when we go to the Agricultural Department 
that department directs us again to the Irrigation Department; so 
, between the father-in-law and the son-in-law we see that water-h|icinth 
-goes on merrily choking up the rivers of Bengal while both of them 
go on merrily drawing 4heir salaries. 
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\ ABUL KASIM* The Irrigation budget has been discussed 
and criticised by much able# men on both sides of the House. I stand 
he* to-day to place some grievances of the unfortunate people of the 
Burdwan Division before the House. They are in the first place •wall 
in number and they are therefore neglected and despised. But I submit* 
Sir, that even a minority can hare grievances and those grievances may 
be worthy of consideration by this House. What we complain of is, as 
has been referred to by my friend, Mr. N. K. Basu, that on account of 
the embankments bn the Damodar ahd of the Ilooghly, which embank- 
ments were raised in the interest of the indigo planters of old, the 
rivers have silted up and the rivers being hill fed rivers they occa- 
sionally get floods which wash away their imps and in some cases 
destroy their land and make them unfit for cultivation. In the second 
place in most parts of the division where we have no water for irrigation 
we suffer from drought and if the rain fails ou some occasions for a 
month or so, all our crops go. Sir, the rains were never regulated at 
any time by eithpr the Government of India or by the Government of 
Bengal. That has never been done since the days of old. 1 have no 
experience, at least I cannot speak with authority about other purts 
of the country, but in the Burdwan Division there are thousands and 
millions of irrigation tanks or whut are called irrigation channels, 
such an Khari. Behula, etc., and other rivers, whose number is 
altogether 18. Whether they are nutural or artificial, made during the 
days of Mogul rule or during the lust days of Hindu rule, I do not 
know. Sir, but the fact remains that the rivers there are all silting up 
and do not nerve the purpose for which they were intended. Sir, yes- 
terday Khan Bahadur Ari*ul Haque complained that a good deal of 
money was spent on the Eden canal, the revenue from which does not 
meet even the interest charges paid on it. It was also laid that the 
s Damodar canal was a white elephnnt, if I may call it so, because it 
!« & most costly affair and cannot also meet the interest charges paid 
on this account. But I submit that the Damodar canal and the Eden 
canal were intended for the purpose of irrigation and the Damodar 
canal, so far as I know, was only a compromise batween two scheme*. 
It waa on a resolution moved by me that the Government decided to haff 
a catchment* area on the Damodar where water was to be stored and 
from which water was to be let out from time to time. But after that 
came the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms and the Government of Bengii 
said that they had no money to undertake that and the next beet thing 
they did was to open the canal to prevent floods as well as for the pur- 
pose of irrigation. It is true no doubt that tbe revenue does not meet 
the interest charge but there are two reasons for that. The first reason; 
is that water is not always available either in tbe Eden canal or els m 
where. Secondly, the charges are very high and so very few pe^ 
can tali advantage of the canal. The rates have been now raised ftijil 
five to eighteen annas. My chief complaint is that the water 
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channels, whether artificial or natural, havwfcefea a& -alloyed to silt uj 
and for what reason ? The reasons are that>«Tl these water-fails fijrmei 
ly fell into the Ganges hut this has now been stopped by the Govetn 
ment in order to protect the port of Calcutta, because the sands tha 
pass through these water channels from the hills get deposited .in' thi 
Hooghly and therefore block the port of Calcutta. Sir, the Calcutti 
Port Commissioners are a rich body or at least they should be so. Thej 
have got resources in their posession and they ought to make necassari 
arrangements to dredge the Hooghly from Matla to Chinsura, or what 
ever may be necessary for the purpose of their port. Certainly there 
is no reason that in order to give facilities to people living on the othej 
side of the Ganges the people of the Burdwan Division should l* 
sacrificed. 

Agriculture is the only means of living of the people and the onlj 
means of revenue to the Government as well. That is to be neglected 
and why? Because the port of Calcutta has to be protected and because 
the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta want it. Sir, it is the duty 
of the State to see thut our old water-channels are re-excavated and 
their mouths are opened so that there may be free flow of water for the 
purpose of irrigation and drainage of rain water. We have baeii told, 
Sir, in a patronising way by those in authority that our population is 
very thin and so we are a negligible people, we are not large in number. 
I submit, Sir, our population was at one time the thickest in the whole 
of British India. Now, why has it become thinly populated? Because, 
Sir, you allowed us to die of malaria, because you have closed our 
water channels, because of the railway embankments, because of th# 
embankments near the mouth of the Ganges and other rivers. There- 
fore it is yojn who have turned our place into a breeding place for 
malaria ; you have made our place water-logged : our drainage system 
has become defective on account of your action ; and on account of the 
want of irrigation we are not getting sufficient food : Sir, these are 
tbe reasons why our population has become thin. 

True It ia, Sir, Government have spent some money on the Damodar 
and Eden canals for our benefit, but I want to remind the House and 
remind the members of the Treasury Bench that we may be illiterate 
we may he poor and negligible and thinly populated, but at the same 
time we are the pay-masters of Bengal : we pay more revenue than any 
other division in Bengal. Burdwan Division, Sir, pays to the tune 
of Rs, 31 lakhs as revenue, whereaB the most thickly populated, moat 
prosperous, intelligent and cultured Dacca Division, Faridpur, Barisal 
and Mymenaingh, rich and prosperous places, they all, combined, pay 
Ra. 26 lakhs only. We are the main-stay,— the pillar of the provincial 
revenues of Bengal. In tha old days we had our water channels, we 
had our good drainage system and sanitary condition: our agricul- 
ture was prosperous. But those days are gone and why? Became you 
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F|»t only doing nothing for us but also obstructing the means of 
irtflfttion wbich,eg|rt^d before the advent of the British rule. This is 
double wrong undef Which we are suffering. Mr. X. K, Basu has said 
*11 you go to the Irrigation Department for anything they will say 
it^a the business of the Agriculture Department and if you go to the 
Agriculture Department they will say it is the business of the Irriga- 
tion Department/’ I do not know where to go, from post to pillar, 
from father to son or from son to father. We are absolutely laymen 
and we do not more in the higher circles ; but what I submit is that our 
agriculture and sanitation require irrigation and proper drainage of 
rain water and at the same time immunity from Hoods. 

Then, Sir, there is another member, the llot/hle Mr. Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy. He in his speech th* other day said "we are making 
„ arrangements for the eradication of malaria from the Burdwan 
Division' 1 and for this he was charged with parochialism by some- 
body who said that he was going to start experiments in his own native 
place, the Burdwan Division. Whatever it may be, I submit, any 
amount of quinine distribution in the country or any amount of lecture 
on sanitation and experiments on mosquito will not help much, unless 
% you make necessary arrangements for the drainage of rain water as 
well as irrigation of our bih. 

Sir, Burdwan was not so malarious as it is now. It has become so, 
because you have made it so. You have made us suffer from maluria 
and die of it. And now you tell us to our face that we are thinly 
populated. 

Sir, Lt.-Col. Frank Mullen once went to Burdwan and visited the 
village of Purhnstan there. Now, after examining the whole place and 
Ihe waterways and irrigation system there he stated to, the Assistant 
Surgeon, his assistant, “I can assure you there will not be a single case 
of malaria in this part of the couutry after 20 years.” The Assistant 
Surgeon being his subordinate, was rather nervous about his state- 
ment and asked him what data he had for saying so. He replied that 
20 years hence there would not be a single person living and there 
would be none to suffer. 

To-day we are thinly populated, 10 years hence we will die of 
malaria unless and until some immediate steps are taken to make the 
p!$ce' worth living: under the new Government our position may be 
still worse. Then, it is said that the Damodar in the Burdwan Divi* 
sion has full flow. But, Sir, it is very spasmodical. When there is 
heavy rain we get heavy flood, but otherwise we do not get any water 
at As regards the other rivers, Kana, Ajoy and Kausya, at times 
tWe too you do not get a glass of drinking water but at other times 
you get hehvy floods. These are the actual state of things. Under the ‘ 
circumstances we are very poor and we are helpless, although the bulk 
of the revenue of the province is derived from our division. 

V. 
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My request, Sir, is that something should ^ dotte for the Jiirfprovfc 
mint of our agriculture, whether it is tl*e duty off the Irrigation de- 
partment to do so or of the Agriculture Department, whether it is^be 
duty of the father or the son, it does not matter in the leant, 4 WjSri 
we are concerned with is that the Government of Bengal as a 
should do something for our dead rivers. 

Sir, much has been talked about making the rivers navigable^|buj 
nothing practical has been done. We want our waterways clearfcdntp, 
so that there will be continuous flow of water. As regards the 6&na}i 
that have been made by Government, the Damodar and the 
canals, something should be done to make them popular by dftprwy^ip& 
the tax. You might say that even with increased fees you 
supply the needs of the people, how can you then decrease thq J$ee; 
But if you can provide sufficient water for irrigation purposes 
fetch greater income even if you decrease th.? fees. 

t ***> 

Some people of the Burdwan Division approached the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of Irrigation and said that they were prepared u to 
have irrigation channels at their own cost if they were exempted from 
the puyment of irrigation taxes to Government. /But the answer wa$ 
that they might have water channels made at their own cost, but thr$ 
would have to pay the usual rat?s to Government as at present. This 
is a fair judgment indeed: after however a good deal of entreaty that 
some rebates might be grnnted to them for thi*, he said that he would 
consider the matter. 

I suggest, Sir, there ought to be sluice guteN all over the river 
Damodar and proper drainage arrangements should be provided ill the 
Banka, Kana and other water channels so that these rivers and channel* 
could be tackled for irrigation purposes. I appeal to the HOn’ble 
Member that something should be done and done immediately, as I am 
afraid that we will not get a hearing from this House or from Govern- 
ment when the new constitution comes into force. So if anything is to 
be done, it should be done within these 12 months. T* 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir, wifi the 
Hon’ble Member-in-charge have the right of a second speech? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, if the acta and rules had 
permitted, I should have liked to have moved an adjournment of the 
House to consider the White Paper in order to celebrate the conMznent 
of real Swaraj ^upon India. Any way, I must revert to the hmnflii 
subject of irrigation* 4 We have had criticisms made in thi# House fear 
after year; but at the same time we have never heard any constructive 
suggestions from these lawyer politicians. They have been dismissing 
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the controversy between Wiioodn and Afldems-W illiupi, 
thjpr have been talking about the Hopkvna' Committee, about the utility 
ofjhis scheme and that scheme, bat up till now we have not heard any 
f coifri^ctove proposal which would be of help to the department (Mr* 
* M?IL Base : Turn so deaf as will not hear.) They do not seem to 
reaPKa the importance of keeping the navigation channels open and 
4he£f forget that they provide employment for hundreds of our men. 
"The^ navigation .channels bring to Calcutta things much cheaper in 
jyriea and they enable a large body or workers to be employed. Apart 
fro at that they do not realise that the levy of fees of 77 pie per 
jttftjmif in these channels as against two annas per maund in the canals 
luilbf a sufficient amount for the maintenance and upkeep of the 
channels as well as provides employment for hundreds of our people. 
Wl have heard all these times about these white elephants, 1 mean 
tbs -dredgers. I have also heard here that these dredgers will be 
disposed of but they cannot l>e disposed of because buyers cannot be 
found. Some politicians suggested that because they cannot be dis- 
posed of they should la? sunk in the Buy of Bengal. Thirty-live lakhs 
of rupees a year for irrigation of this vast province is very inadequate 
indeed. Many of the commercial Ix'dies in India spend more than db 
lakhs of rupees as development expenses. This is the time for spending 
money on works when there is so much unemployment in the country. 

Government could l»orrow lakhs of rupees und they can get money at 
a Wry cheap rate of interest. This is the time to spend money, to spend 
on irrigation and thereby solve a good deal of the unemployment 
problem of our industrial workers. The Government have got excellent 
credit. I*et them borrow live c lores and spend them on canals and 
constructions and this is the time when you can buv your material# 
cheap. This is the most opportune time for countering the economic 
stagnation of our country. And this is not the time to retrench and 
reduce and thereby compass the economic ruin of the country. 


Mr. d. N. GUPTA: Sir, at this late hour of the day it is not my 
object either to adversely criticise the policy followed by the Hon’ble 
^Member-in -charge or to defend the policy he has pursued, There 
cannot be any doubt in the mind of any impartial member of this House 
titbit he has given his considered attention to the improvement of hi# 
deportment and that he has to his credit a very substantial record of* 

. Wry Useful work. It is not my intention to go into those aspect# 

0 TTfcb question which have been already discussed from different points 
of view by hon’ble members on the floor of this House. I only want 
tU jIf one or two words about the special needs of the different part# of - 
Bengal, asT happen to have some knowledge of the special requirements * 
of the different parts of this province. Sir, why is it that we all attach 
great importance to the proposed Waterways Bill and to the establish* 
meat mf the Waterways Board ? It is because we want that the 
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activities of this department should be to a much greater extent central 
on the functions for which it was created, namely, improving the le- 
gation facilities of the province, and the activities of the waterways 
department, however important and useful they may be for the province, 
should be taken over by those who are mainly interested in that sphere 
of the administration of this department. If we are to devote tutor 
muin attention to irrigation, I »ay that the claims of western Bengal 
and central Bengal to the activities of this department are so apparent 
that to run down those small schemes which have already been initiated, 
namely, the Eden canal and the Damodar canal, is betraying great want 
of insight und great want of impartial attention to the special needs of 
this part of the province. We should all agree with what my friend 4 
Maulvi Abul Kasem has said about the urgent needs of the Burdwan 
Division and western Bengal. It was one of the mo«t fertile an4 
flourishing parts in the whole of India and Bernier and after him 
Hamilton have described it as the garden of India. It took the first 
place in the whole of India, Tanjore in southern India taking the second 
place. How sadly changed, impoverished and malaria-ridden is its 
condition now is known to ull of us. Therefore, all the revenues that 
will be set apart after the Waterways Board lias been created should be 
devoted chiefly to resuscitating and reviving this part of Bengal. 4 It 
is true that the Dmnodnr canal does not function as effectively as it 
might have done, if the technical defects which were pointed out by 
Dr. Bentley had been avoided. What thp canal really suffers frornf is 
the want of a reservoir, u place where the water could have been stored, , 
so that it could have been fed all through the year. A very thorough 
scheme had been prepared by Mr. Glass who was placed on special duty 
but for want .of funds that scheme had to be abandoned, and we did 
what was possible under the financial conditions of the province. There 
is no reason, therefore, for running down this scheme, perhaps the most 
important which the Irrigation Department has up to date taken up. 
If the Irrigation Department is to justify its name and its existence, far 
from giving up or in any way curtailing its activities on these and 
similar schemes, the mistakes that are now found should be rectified and 
the schemes amplified and further developed, so that larger and larger 
areas can lie irrigated from these canal« and the rates charged may be 
simultaneously lowered. 

Sir, it is not inv intention to take up any time of the Houee, ill 
discussing the water-hyacinth pest because we are all familiar with this 
problem and we all know that eradication of the water»hyacinth*|io§t 
is one of the ipost important subjects to which the attention of the 
Irrigation Department should he directed. I may, however, obofcinto 
' in this connection that it is the intention of some private member** of 
this House to bring up the Bill again which was before the House 
some years ago and I do hope that when the time comes that Bill will 
receive the support which it deserves. I again fully admit thot*nradi 
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ha* already been done by the Hon’ble Member, and I do bope that when 
he lays dowA the reins of office the Waterways Bill will have mad# 
much progress and something will also have been done in connection 
with fhe water-hyacinth trouble and further, that he would lay down 
lines of policy with regard to irrigation schemes proper such as the 
Eden canal and the Damodar canal, so that such schemes should be 
developed more and more as the resources of the department become 
greater and ampler. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, not having 
listened to the debate that took place yesterday, I am ut a considerable 
disadvantage to speak on this motion. From the trend of the discussion 
that has taken place on the policy of the department over which the 
Hon'ble Alliadj Sir Ahdelkerim Ghuznuvi presides, it appears that great 
dissatisfaction prevails in the country regarding the working of this 
department. I wish to make it perfectly clear at the outset that I do 
not hold any brief for the Hon’ble Member. Kir, I yield to none in my 
desire for the reorgan isution and linpiovement of the department for 
which there is ample scope; but one thing I can say, and that from my 
personal knowledge, that the Hon’ble Member has taken great pains 
recently in reorganising the department and the schemes which were 
so long rotting in the musty archives of the Bengal Secretariat have 
been receiving his earnest attention. One of these schemes is the 
canalisation of the Dolai klial in which we Dacca people ate vitally 
.interested. At our request, the Hon’ble Member has taken the matter 
up in right earnest and sent the Chief Engineer and other officers of the 
department to Dacca to survey the possibilities of financing the scheme 
at a cost of about Its. 10 lakhs. If there were sufficient# funds ut the 
disposal of Government and if there was some possibility of repayment 
of loan from the in<*ome from toll, I am sure the irrigation authorities 
would not have been indifferent in the matter. Maulvi Abul Kosem has 
referred to Dacca Division. As one hailing from an important district 
in the Dacca Division I can sav that Dacca and Myraensingh have been 
more neglected than the Burdwan Division from which the redoubtable 
Jfaulvi Saheh comes. Although hnndalling operations have been carried 
out in my district from time to time, appreciable results have not been 
obtained. This is evidently due to the absence of any method or 
system in the working of this department, but I cannot see how wo can 
hlhlne Sir Ahdelkerim Ghtumavi for the many acts of omission and 
oomtiussion for which evidently his predecessors in office were respon- 
sible. Sir, with regard to the question of water-hyacinth, I do not 
know what reply the Hon'ble Member has given to the debate as 1 was 
not present at that moment, but if I remember aright, it was poipted 
out on a previous occasion that the question would be taken up by the 
Waterways Board for which legislation would be undertaken in the 
near future. My only appeal to the Hon'ble Member is that, having 
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regard to the strong votpfoft of pu|Bc C opinion against the wotting of 
the department, he should take immediate steps to reorganise $h^*depart- 
ment and do something tangible which will set at rest all criticisms 
against it. Sir, much has been said with regard to the dredgers. The 
dredgers were purchased long before the Hon’ble Sir Abdalkerim 
came into office and as a Member of the Irrigation Committee I can say 
with some amount of personal knowledge that the matter has been 
receiving the serious attention of Government and |here is a proposal 
to dispose of these dredgers as early as possible. Sir, I do not think 
any useful purpose will be served at the fag end of the lifetime of this 
Council to indulge in criticisms against the department which we have 
been accustomed to hear year after year. I hope, however, that the 
Hon’ble Member will take note of the points urged during the debate 
and will do something effectively to deal with this important question. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAH ASA! : Sir, the work of the Irriga- 
tion Department consists of irrigation, embankments, navigation and 
drainage. So far as irrigation is concerned, there are in operation odly 
two canals of any importance, I mean the Midnapore and the Eden 
canals. The Bakreswar project has just been completed and I think the 
* Datnodar canal, an instance of engineering folly is nearing completion. 
The other branch of the work comprises the maintenance of embank- 
ments and of the principal navigation routes, the main works in this 
section are the Calcutta and Eastern canals, the Hijli tidal canal, the 
Orissa Coast canal and the Midnapore Bil route. To-day I am not 
going to discuss about these navigation routes, embankments and drain- 
ages. I only want to discuss the achievements of the department in the 
irrigation section. Sir, recently I had occasion to run about the 
countryside of my district up to the borderland of Bankura and Midna- 
pore in company with my esteemed friends, Mr. S. N. Mallik, crijE., 
Mr. J. N. Basu and Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherji, Chairman of the Hoqghiy 
District Board. We had to cross over a dozen rivers and rivulets during 
our excursion excepting the Mundeswari river which we had to cross 
by boat, the others were crossed by motor car. The mighty rivers the 
Damodar and the Dwarakeswar appeared to be sandy deserts with streate 
of water here and there. The majority of the inhabitants we met with 
in the scattered villages were stricken with malaria and kala-asar. 
Some of the children with their enlarged spleens, sunken eyes and droop- 
ing mien excited our curiosity to make inquiries about them. They 
were splendid specimens of deformed humanity. The local people were 
physically unfit to work in the fields and we met with in our way 
batches of nomadic Sonthal families out for work. May I ask, Sir, who 
is responsible for the i dead and dying rivers and rivulets and the 
degeneration of the soil and the people f I think I am justified in 
holding the Irrigation Department mainly responsible for this deplor- 
able state of things. The Government have done abeolatejy nothing 
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rivwninihy district which have feed up during- British administratioi 
and *ei $, finger was raised to save them? The Hooghly, the Damodai 
and the .Dwarakeswar are the main arteries of the district having 
innumerable veins or tributaries which served among others the purpose 
of irrigation in the countryside. I have already referral to the desert- 
like appearance of the Damodar and the Dwarakeswar and there wag 
no wonder that ^rhen the sources of supply were dry, the rivers and 
rivulets which depended on them for supply of water would also get dry. 
Due to criminal negligence and indifference on the part of the Govern- 
ment, rivers like the Saraswati which played an important part in the 
history of Bengal, the Kana Nadi, the Behula, the Kunti, the Kausaki, 
the Kana Damodar, the Kana Dwarakeswar, the Sankara, the Jhum- 
jhumi, the Amodar, the Tarajuli, the Madaria and dosens of other 
streams and khah have dried up. The old l**d of dead rivers which 
became stagnant pools during the rains and the silting up of river beds 
which drained the water of the surrounding areus are the principal causes 
which contribute not only to the notorious unhealthiness of the district, 
but also help to diminish the productivity of the soil. The country 
which once smiled with plenty and abundance now wears a desolate 
appearance. The responsibility lies with the Government. 

It w r as a question of life and death to the people and should not be 
trifled with. Law and order and free distribution of quine cannot save 
a nation. 

• 

Our Government know only these remedies and none others appeal 
to them. We are crying ourselves hoarse during these few years, in 
this Council for the resuscitation of the dead and dying jivers of West 
Bengal, hut they have fallen on deaf ears. Government will not care 
to listen to our humble appeals. They will have everything in their 
0W|| way. Their administrative caravan will pass on merrily riding 
roughshod over the emaciated people. Government has miserably 
failed to justify itself in West Bengal, it has failed to perform its 
primary duties, it has signally failed to keep the districts alive. By 
their criminal negligence they have turned smiling villages which once 
enjoyed health and wealth in abundance into fever-stricken and pesti- 
lential areas. Ijack of funds is no valid excuse. You may not find money 
out of ordinary revenues. But money can be had if a loan is floated. A 
few crores is nothing to save a nati >n from death and desolation. Sir 
William Wilcocks is dead but his scheme is there, Onr Irrigation 
Member may belittle the scheme as having emanated from a Padri , but 
the whole country hailed the Padri os their saviour. The principle# 
laid down by him were neither ii rational nor impractical, lie wa^ 
not an idealist but a practical man. The remedy which he suggested 
waa of a practical nature. The sum and substance of his proposition 
was that the red rich water of the river must combine with the flood 
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water to spread over the land, and then run back along its different 
channels, keeping the rivers well scoured and the surrounding areas 
healthy and fertile with newly deposited silt. If the scheme be framed 
on these lines and immediate action is taken thereon, Bengal will once 
again become a flourishing country with abundance of wealth and health 
which have left it for nearly a century. The Government of the 
United Provinces raised a loan a few years ago for the Sarda land and 
Hydro-Electric Scheme and it is now a paying proportion. Irrigation 
works under the Northern India Canal and Drainage Act of 1873 have 
done much for the irrigation of the Punjab but I am sorry the work 
hitherto done by the Irrigation Department in this province is negli- 
gible. Last year on a similar occasion I asked the Irrigation Member 
to leave his cosy seat for a few days and accompany me to some of the 
villages in West Bengal and I wunted to prove to the hilt every word 
that I have said. I wanted him to see the true picture with his own 
eyes. My appeal went in vain. He moved not even by an inch 

(At this stage the time-limit for the discussion of the demand was 
reached and the member resumed his seat.) 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and a 
^division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Alt, Maulvl Malian, 
laittfjia, lafca Jttaatfralal. 

Iiu. Mr. Raraaira Kunar. 
BbaaBbvrl, Bala Klihari Mabaa. 
OMilkirl, Or. BtftaBra Bbaaira. 
ObtaSkary, Maatvl Ajaral Abiar. 
FarialUh, Maatvl Mihaaaui. 

Maaaa, Kbsa Baba4ar Maatvl Axital. 
Kim*, Maalvt AMai. 


Mattl, Mr. R. 

MMkarfM, Mr. Ijfaaafriiii. 

Rat Mabatai, MaalaBra Dab. 

Ray ObtarJbary, Baba tatteb CbaaBra. 
Rtat, Baba Natvai. 

Ray. Baba BHaaBra Hath. 
laiaaS, Malvt AMu. 

•lafb, Irtjat Taj RabaBar. 


NOES. 


Atgjbmliata KWN|i MikaaaM, Kbaa 

Aaatta Hr. J. M. 

Bal, Baba UUt Kaaur. 

•at. Rat Bablb Barat BbaaBra. 

Oaa arj t, Rat RabaBar Kaahab BbaaBra. 

Barau, Rat ftaMb N a ab aa aa . 

Bank OBBta. Kbaa BaWb Maatvl MatumauB. 
ttaaBy Hr. I. H. 

BbaaBbart, Maatvl ByaB OaauaHaMsr. 
BbtvBbary, MaJl BaB) AbaraB. 

B ab ta, Mr. B, 4. 

•ala, Mr. B. R. 

Baa, Rat RabaBar Kaartat Raaufc 1 
Baa, Rat RabaBar BatyaaBra Kaanr. 

■ Baaatjt, Maatvl Bar Rabaaa Kbaa. 

,tary^lM MaaHa then* R. R. M^ Mum 

H/mm, Mr. L R. 


Baagaly, Rat R ab a Bar, BaaB Kaaur. 

•baar, Rat RabaBar Bauaka Baaur. 
Bbaasavt, tba Haa’bto AIMJ Ur AMatMrtM. 
Rttebrtt, Mr. R. R. 

Baaafca. Rat RabaBar BtBrMaa. 

Baba, Mr. F. R. 

•arte, Hr. 4, R. 

R aaB ata aa , Mr. A. R. R. 

Han, Mr. «. F. 

Maatar, Mr. R. R. 

Naaaala, Haatoi UMat 

Kbaa, Kbaa RabaBar MaaM Maaaaaai AH, 

Kbaa, Maatvt TaartaaBBU. 

Kbaa, Mr. Kasaar Bahama. 

Uafcbart, Mr. A. R. K. 

MRtar, <» Haa.Ua Ur Fravub BbaaBar. 



Rag, RaaaraaB R. A. 
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ttaMMta. tte RMlto Mr. KhmOa. 
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MM, Mr. AMki I«Im. 

Rf— W, tte Mm Us Mr. W. D. I. 
RrMter, LL-teL A. H. 

Qimm, MaaWl Ai«L 
RabMa, Mr. A. T. M. AMw* 

Ray, lata Ktefer Malta. 

Ray, Rafea Ragstera Marayaa. 

Ray Maartfhary, Mr. R. C. 

RaM, Mr. R. H. 

Ray, Mr. SaRaavar Magi. • 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kaautr. 

Ray, tfea Haa*Ma Hr. Rljay Rrnte Magh. 


Ray Bteteteri, Bata Rati BteaRn. 
•abaaa, Baba tatya Water, 
larfcar. Rai UM RataH Mates, 
•aa, Mr. B. R. 

Baa, Ral lab* Akatey Kaawr. 
BtafMaa, Mr. H. I. 

B te rt a, Mr. 4 . W. R. 
tabravarty, Mr. N. I. 
laaiaar, Mr. 8. R. 

Tbaauaa, Mr. W. N. 

Tawaaat, Mr. N. R. V. 

WNkiaaaa, Mr. N. R. 

Waatfbaa 4, tba Naa'Ma Mr. 4 . A. 
WarMvartb Mr. W. B. 


The Ayes being 17 and Noes G5, the motion was lost. 
The main demand was then put and agreed to. 


20— Interest on other obligations. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAO: On the recommeudatiou of 
His Excellency the Governor, I be’g to move that a sum of Rs. 1,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “20 — Interest on other 
obligations." 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


22— General Administration. 

• 

Thi Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 09,40,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “22 — General Administra- 
tion." 

As there are so many item? which concern so many subjects, I do 
not intend to make a speech in support of the grant. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1*3,000 under the head “22D — Executive Council" be reduced by 
Rs. 6,600 (reduction in sise of Executive Council). 

Before I proceed further, may I have your ruling as to whether it 
would not be more convenient to take up motion No. 266 along with 
this? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will take that up later. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAKU: Sir, the arguments in favour of 
the motion are well known to members of the House and arguments 
against, if any, are, if I may gay so, rather nebulous and obscure. I v 
know that the first objection that may be taken to the acceptance ef 
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the motion is 'that the number of Executive Councillors is fixedly 
^statute and therefore no amoUsrt of resolution or recommendation will 
V be able to remove that. But I submit that if public opinion in this 
' province were taken then I am sure means might be found without 
much difficulty to reduce the size of the Executive Council. 

We are told that the present is a transition age and no effort should 
be made to cripple the size of the Executive Council. To that my reply 
It that it does not matter whether we are passing through a transition 
age or not, but that the mere fact that the province is unable to support 
four Councillors and is unable to spend so much money over their 
salary, allowances and concomitant expenditure is quite enough to 
commend the motion to the acceptance of the House. It is not unknown 
to members of the House that the revenue of the province of Bombay is 
just about double that of Bengal and this also is perhaps not unknown 
to them that the Government of Bombay have in fact reduced the size 
of their Executive Council. So I do not see any reason why Bengal 
should not follow suit. The fact that we are passing through a period 
of transition and the fact that a lot of references has got to be answered 
by the Members of the Executive Council, that I submit is absolutely 
no reason in support of the retention of the present number. I think 
that if the number of Executive Councillors were reduced to two, that 
would not seriously interfere with the work of the Government of 
Bengal. As you know, Sir, the Members of Government have got a 
large army of Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries and Assistant Secretaries 
and so on and so forth, behind their backs and so it would not do any 
* 4 harm so far as correspondence or reference work is concerned. It may 
be said that two members are not a sufficient number to carry on the 
administration. But I submit that no materials have been placed 
before the House to show that Government cannot go on with two 
Executive Councillors instead of four as at present. In fact, as I 
began by saying, the reasons for the retention of the present number 
are so obscure that it is very difficult to marshal any arguments in 
opposition to the argument that might he advanced in favour of their 
omission. The only point that has been placed before the public or 
before the House is the fact of its being a transition period. That, as 
I have already submitted, is absolutely no reason. We all know that 
the machinery of Government moves on whether one or two or four 
or even eight Executive Councillors do the work; it only means that 
the more the number of Members of Government the more expensive 
does it become, and when in a few months’ or years’ time Bengal will 
have to do without any Executive Councillor at all, I see no reason why 
the number of Executive Councillors should not be reduced during 
ftiia intermediate period. In fact, if what we had all heard, two years 
or so ago, had come to pass, Bengal would have had no Executive 
Councillors probably at the present time. Reforms which are going to 
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brjgg in the millennium are being put off from day' to dky and here we 
are III March, 1933. We had this morning the White Paper presented 
uf j of course we had no time to study whether it is reatyy whites o* ^ 
black or spotted. However, we do not know when the new constitution, ' 
if any, will function but the story that we have been hearing fqr the 
last few years is that, being in a transition period we should not touch 
(he Cabinet and the Ministers and that sort of thing. 1 submit that 
we have gone on long enough like this and it is time that Bengal shouhL 4 
make a definite iffand and sav we do not want this large number* of * 
Executive Councillors. So far as the Retrenchment Committee ir r " 
concerned they say on page 42 of their report that “the last Retrench* 
inent Committee were of opinion that a cabinet of four, or at the most 
five, should be sufficient. We think that, in the present circumstances 
and under the existing constitution, the Governor should be able to 
carry on the administration of the province with a Cabinet of five. 
We are not concerned witli the number of Members and of Ministers 
who should form the Cabinet, as the cost will in any case be the same,’ 5 


Therefore what the Retrenchment Committee recommended in 
agreement with their predecessor is thut the size of the Cabinet should 
be reduced by two and my submission is that the chief avenue of 
economy to be explored is whether we cannot reduce the number of 
Executive Councillors by two, and thereby automatically reduce the 
cabinet to two and make it consist of ft. It has been agreed on all hands 
that 7 is quite a large number to have in Bengal. Up till now, Sir, „ 
• this proposition has been admitted by all except Mr. Slmnti Shekhares- 
war Ray. In fact the arguments in favour of the reduction in the ? 
size of the Cabinet in Bengal are so patent to every one that I am 
absolutely certain that in the non-official benches where Europeans, 
Muhammadans or Hindus sit, you will hardly find any person who will 
say that 7 is the proper number for Bengal. Therefore the best sugges- 
tion is the one I am making to the House to reduce the Executive 
Council by two members so that the size of the Cabinet will come to be 
automatically reduced to 5. 


Bate KISHORI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: This matter you will 
remember, Sir, came before the House when we assembled in this 
Council under the new reforms and as far as I remember this was the 
second resolution of that Honse and my poor self moved it and it was 
carried by an overwhelming majority, namely, that 4 members of the 
Executive Council were not necessary and that two would be quite 
sufficient. As soon as we saw the top-heavy nature of the administration 
and that the work could be well managed by two we moved and passed 
the resolution and at that time our information was that Mr. Montagu 
whs himself favourable to this point of view but unfortunately be wgs 
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* removed from there and nothin# could take .place. The* reason for 

# moving the resolution fdJ* the consideration ®f ^Government was that.’ 
the Members had to dd work mostly of a routj.no nature and the finances 
of the province of Bengal were so very poor, and seeing that on that 
account no fresh work could be undertaken, this was not the time when 
we could afford to spend such an unnecessary amount over this head.' 
It may be said that the reduction of the Members to two will yield a 
saving of only about Rs. 2 lakhs and will not matter in a deficit of 
over 2 crores. But, Sir, I think we should show' that unnecessary 
expenditure should not be incurred and it must be curtailed if possible. 

I consider that there is no justification for the retention of four 
Executive Councillors. The work can very well be managed by two. 
Besides, as I have said, on account of want of funds at present, no 
important scheme is now before Government, and so their number can 
be easily reduced, and I think that the sooner that is done, the better 
will it be for the Bengal Administration. Reforms may come within 
a year or so, but whenever they come, if it is really found that four 
Members are unnecessary, I do not know why they should be all 
retained. This demand is the demand of this Council; this was also 
the opinion of two Retrenchment Committees., The first Retrenchment 
Committee came to this conclusion and the present committee also 
came to the conclusion that the size of the Cabinet should be confined 
to two and that more than that number is not necessary. That being 
the view of the House as well us of the two Retrenchment Committees, 

I do not know why Government should persist in retaining to many 
members and incurring so much expenditure. So it is our first duty* 
to raise our voice of protest and submit that this matter should be 
placed for the consideration of Government and as soon as possible this 
unnecessary expenditure should be curtailed. With these words I 
support the motion. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: In rising to support the motion moved by my 
friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil I want to emphasise very strongly 
that the prospect of the revenues of this province being enhanced to 
some extent by our getting a share of the money raised in this province 
by way of income-tax and our getting a share of the jute 
duty, should not lull us into a false sense of security as to our future 
needs and as to the line of action which we must strenuously follow 
if we want to improve efficiency of the administration as well as 
attend to the many urgent needs of the province. The underlying root 
motive of all the cuts that we members on this side of the House have 
proposed, is the conviction that Bengal cannot afford to carry on its 
administration on the extravagant scale which we have hitherto 
followed. And if we are seriously to explore all avenues for retrench- 
ment I do not know that there is any other sphere in which retrench^ 
ment can be more appropriately and justly made than in the sphere 
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of highly paid, an4 to our minds, too large a Cabinet, which ip at ~ ; 
* the ape x of the whole^fcachinery of the adnflnistration. 

No serious arguments, as far as I know, have been advanced in 
support of t the position that Bengal must have seven members of the 
Cabinet, to carry on the Government. If Bombay, as has just been 
pointed out, can cut down its Cabinet to four Members only, why is it 
quite impossible to carry on in Bengal with even five? * 

* Thf Hon’ble Mr. W. D« R, PRENTICE! On a point of order, Sir. 
Did not you rule that the discussion of item No. 2CG was not possible 
under this discussion? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think Mr. Gupta should confine himself to- 
the Executive Council only. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Y es, Sir, I am suggesting that the number of 
the Executive Councillors should be reduced so that the Cabinet as a 
whole which also includes the Ministry should lie reduced to five. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT! Y r ou should not mix up the two or propose to 
reduce the numerical strength of the Cabinet, as a whole, including the 
Ministers. 

Mr. 4 . N. GUPTA: I was laying stress on the necessity of reducing 
the number of Members of the Executive Council and thereby neces- 
sarily the size of the Cabinet. 1 was going to say that having regard 
to the many urgent and crying needs of the province it is absolutely 
necessary that we should cast about and see how we could retrench and- 
how we could retrench substantially and in the appropriate spheres,- 
If we do so, we shall find that retrenchment can be appropriately 
carried out by reducing the number of the Executive Councillor? from' 
four to two. It is asserted that five will be two small a size for the 
Cabinet for the administration to be rarried on efficiently. I was going 
to point out that it had been found possible in another province, the 
revenue resources of which were far larger than ours and there has not 
been in that province any loss of efficiency as far as we are aware. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite understand your point, but for our 
present purpose you should endeavour to show what reduction is possible 
in the Executive Council and whether the work done by the Executive 
Councillors could be carried on if their number was reduced. 

Mr. <1. M. GUPTA: The obvious answer to my plea for referring to 
the Ministers is that the only way by which a reduction in the number 

Executive Councillors could be effected would be by showing that 
even under the Government of India Act, as it stands, it is possible to 
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transfer most of the work now done by the Mffl&bers of the Executive 
Council to the Minister*, thus enabling us 1 q deduce the nuniber of 
the Executive Councillors without overloading the remaining members 
with too much work. Even if we get an increase in our revenues as 
is envisaged by the White Paper, that is no reason why we should allow 
ourselves to be lulled into a false sense of security. Time is fast coming 
when the resources of the State will have to be devoted mainly to the 
building of the nation. For that purpose we must retrench somewhere. 
Now, where is the extra money to come from for thfe improvement of 
the nation-building departments? We should explore avenues where 
retrenchment is possible and desirable. As pointed out by bon’ble 
members who have already spoken, the two Retrenchment Committees 
which have already sat — very able Retrenchment Committees, in one 
of which we had a shrewd and capable business magnet as chairman 
and in the other an experienced member of the Civil Service, both 
recommended that for the work in Bengal the present size of the Cabinet 
was too large and it could be very suitably reduced in size. Therefore 
we can with great propriety refer to the united opinion of the two 
Retrenchment Committees and to the opinions that have been expressed 
on the floor of this House bv every group, times without number. We 
want to see a practical and resolute beginning made and we can think 
of no other appropriate sphere where that beginning can be made than 
by cutting down the size of the Cabinet. That will not take away 
the prestige of this province, because a sister province has already done 
this. Even if there had been no example, it was hifch time that our 
Government should set an example. Far from losing piestige our 
prestige will go up in the estimation of all right-thinking men 
for huving had the courage to do our duty regardless of all personal 
considerations. It is idle to argue that the Local Government is not 
competent to take action in this matter; surely they can recommend to 
the proper authorities. Sir, we are on the threshold of momentous 
changes when there will he a change not only in the form of Govern- 
ihent but in the spirit and motives which lie behind the activities of 
Government. Sir, why not have the saving grat e to show to the world 
that we are not blind to the portents of the times. Therefore, I strongly 
urge that every group of this House should support the motion and 
urge on Government that they should lose no time in taking proper 
steps for reducing the sire of the Cabinet. This can be done without in 
any way inconveniencing the present incumbents or dislocating the 
4Work of administration. I therefore very strongly support the motion. 


Mr. 0. C. COOPER: Sir, we are unable to support this motion, 
because in our opinion it is entirely fruitless. The issue s§ m 
narrowly confined that we feel it impossible to open any 
cusaion. For this reason we oppose the motion. 
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Ife «HA*T! tKCKHARISWAR RAY: Sir, this j* not • n«w 

quASEm. A similar {notion •*» brought last y«ar and I opposed the 
suggestion then and I also oppose the motion this year. I do not 
belief e* in the reduction of the number of Members of the Cabinet. 
Those ‘who say or suggest that by such reduction the finances of the 
province will be in any way benefited, perhaps exaggerate things; 
but apart from any question of economy, the point that has to be 
considered is whether by such reduction the administration will, 
improve. I have grave doubts on that point. (Voice: it is not a 
question of administration but economy.) Well, a friend suggests 
that it is more a question of economy than of administration. I ask 
what amount you want to save by this, perhaps a lakh or two. Can 
it make any impression on the administration? If you are serious 
about economy, you should not concentrate on the reduction of number, 
but you should concentrate on stopping wastage in the administration. 
Sometimes schemes are taken up which are more or less useless and 
which tost the administration thousands or even lakhs of rupees, I 
am sure, Sir, that the contention of Mr. N. K. Basu that his motion 
has the support of all groups in this Council, is not correct. Already 
an opposition has come from the European members and I am sure 
the suggestion will be opposed by the zamindur group in the Council, 
because we want that the zamindnrs* interest should be represented 
in the administration of the country. I think if you reduce the 
number of the Executive Councillors, the first man that will go will 
% be Sir 1*. C. Mitter. Well, he was the zamtndars' representative ip 
the Council for a long time and we may look upon him, although 
he is at present not a party man being now a member of Government, 
to represent the interest of the zamindat » in the administration of the 
country. I do not like to adduce the same reasons year after year , 
and I gave my reasons last year. I shall however repeat one, namely, 
that the administration should be representative not only of the ^ 
various interests, but the administration should also consist of members \ 
with experience of the different parts of the province. The real 
function of the Members of the Executive Council is not merely to 
sign the orders on the files put up before them, but it i« their duty 
to advise His Excellency the Governor on the different problems of 
the administration. The Governor comes from a distant land with 
practically no knowledge or experience of the province which he has 
to rule. He should have at his disposal an adequate number o( |f 
persons who may tender him advice on various questions. If he hair 
got only a couple of Members of the Executive Council to advise 
bias, it may be that all view points may not be placed before bint. 

Basu : Have 50 then.) Well, Sir, if yon want economy 
jsduce their pay. Reduce the pay of the Members M the 
Oawnet all round. But tboee who cry for reduction in number, I 
think, ®** not well advised in raising such a cry. Sir, it is mr 
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humble view that if the Government are serious in their desire of 
associating Indians, the children of the soil, with the administration 
of the country, there should be not only the present number of 
Members ou the Executive Council, but they should take further steps 
in accordance with the existing Government of India Act to appoint 
Council Secretaries from among the non-official members of th ; s 
Council, so as to enable the members of this Council to get a training 
in the art of administration. 

Well, Sir, what happens now 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a different matter altogether. We are 
not discussing that matter now. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am mentioning it in 
passing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will not serve any useful purpose, so far 
as the motion under discussion goes. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I think I need not speak 
further on the subject. What I have got to say I said last year and 
I think the matter should now be put to vote. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: I have known 
since my childhood that there are seven wonders in this world but 
I now find that there are eight wonders of which my friend 
Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray is one. The speech which he has just 
made on <this important motion is grossly inconsistent with his 
previous utterances on similar questions. To-day he has waxed 
eloquent on the interest of the ;a min fairs and has shown great 
solicitude for their welfare, but it was on many occasions that we 
found him in a different mood, ready to take up cudgels against the 
znmindartt — a community to which he himself belongs. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not go into that. 

Rtl Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANIR4I: Sir, I am simply 
pointing out his inconsistencies. The question before the House is 
not a new one. It has been debated times without number. Since 
the introduction of the Mont ford Reforms, the question of reduction 
in the number of Executive Councillors has been the subject-matter 
for discussion almost every year. The motion moved by my friend 
Xarendra Kumar Basu is purely an economic cut. We are not con* 
cerned as to which of the four Executive Councillors should go hut 
the question U a vital one to the province so far as the finannfta of 
Bengal are concerned. Moreover, the Retrenchment Committee of 
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raised a very pertinent issue and suggested that the number of 
Executive Councillors should be reduced. The last Retrenchment 
Committee presided over by Mr. Swan has also approved of the 
proposal. If the Government are not willing to reduce expenditure 
on the lines suggested, I do not see what useful purpose is served by 
forming such committees whose advice is not fully acted upon. It 
was only the other day that the Hon’ble the Finance Member painted 
a very gloomy picture of the province so far as its financial position 
was concerned bdt it appears that the Government are not at all 
willing to augment the resources of the province by effecting a 
reduction in their current expenditure. Although the amount of 
savings would not be several lakhs or crores, yet whatever it might 
be, it would go a great way towards effecting improvements in the 
nation-building departments which have so far been starved and 
starved hopelessly. With these few words, I support the motion and 
I hope the Hon 'hie Member will give us an assurance that the ques- 
tion will be favourably considered by Government. 


Rai Bahadur JOCESH CHANDRA SEN; Sir, when 1 put my 
proposition before the House I ain afraid I may be called a reactionary. 
If it lw» the idea to run the administration in a stereotyped way, 
then certainly the size of the Cabinet can be reduced. But if you 
want your Ministers and Members not only to clear files from morning 
till evening but also expect them to come forward with constructive 
schemes and ideas w’hich would do real good to the province, then 
• you must give them time to think and do this work. From that 
point of view I cannot favour the idea of reducing the sine of the 
Cabinet. 

I am in charge of a district board and I expect other members 
who are in charge of other district boards will support me. There 
are 26 such district boards in Bengal with an average income ranging 
from 3 to 12 lakhs. For 26 district boards there are 26 chairmen and 
26 vice-chairmen; and 26 more to be added. It is with difficulty 
that the work is being carried on. The chairmen of district boards 
are overworked; they have no time to think of any constructive scheme 
and are always busy in clearing files. If you want really good work, 
then do not reduce the site of the Cabinet. You can reduce their 
pay in the new Council. In the name of financial crisis, we must not 
sacrifice efficiency. If you wont to reduce the expenditure, cut down, 
if you can, the Police grant as much as could be done and let the 
same be spent for the nation-building departments. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: Sir, in spite of the arguments 
advanced by my friend Mr. Sbanti Shekhareswar Ray in favour of the 
retention of the present number in the Cabinet, I support the motion of 

Mr. Base. 
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The present Government consist of the Governor, four Members 
of the Council and three Ministers. The Retrenchment Committee of 
1922 were of opinion that a Cabinet of four, or at the most five, 
should be sufficient. The Swan Committee of 1932 held that in the 
present circumstances and under the existing constitution the Governor 
should be able to carry on the administration of the province with 
a Cabinet of five. Although this House has got no control over the 
irremovable executive, yet it has the power to express its opinion on 
the subject. Without indulging in personalities it can be safely 
asserted that the number is unwieldy and is capable of reduction. 
Bombay has done it and I do not know why Bengal should not follow 
the lead given by Bombay. 

Bafatt JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, on a point of order. 
Is the Hon’ble Member-in-charge entitled to read newspapers in the 
Council ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, unless he is collecting, as I am told, 
informations for the purposes of the present debate in which he shall 
have to participate. 

Btbif JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Apart from the point of 
view of collecting information, is it desirable that he should not be 
listening to the member who is speaking? He is missing valuable 
arguments. (Laughter.) 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: If the Cabinet he reshuffled 
and the portfolios be redistributed, I think there would be no loss 
of prestige 'or of efficiency in the administration. The portfolios of 
Emigration, Immigration, Jurisdiction and Haj Pilgrimage, Ecclesias- 
tical, Hasaribagh Reformatory School and Regulation of Medical and 
other professional qualifications and standards, subject to legislation 
by the Indian Legislature, Land Acquisition and Excluded Areas can 
very well be left to Secretaries for disposal. Two Executive Coun- 
cillors would be enough for Bengal. The financial condition of 
Bengal does not justify the luxury of maintaining four Executive 
Councillors, and there is alraolutely no necessity for it. We have seen 
the administration of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa by one Lieutenant- 
Governor with the help of one Chief Secretary and half a dosen 
Secretaries at a time when there were no telephones or motor cars or 
macadamised roads. Now with these advantages for the administra- 
tion of Bengal alone we have got to maintain a Governor with a host 
of Aide-de-Camps, Military Secretary 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, we have nothing to do with these. 
I cannot allow you to refer to them in this fashion. 
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«|(?IIINf>RA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Four Executive Councillors, 
3 Ministers and about 2 dozen Secretaries. In the name of Reform 
this top-heavy administration is absorbing a large part of the revenues 
of the province without any corresponding efficiency in the adminis- 
tration. Red tape is being inordinately lengthened and the province 
is being impoverished. Ministers have been appointed to administer 
nation-building departments but the funds placed at their disposal are 
so insignificant th%t they are quite inadequate to meet the ever-grow- 
ing demand of those departments. What is the good of appointing 
Ministers without funds? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rai Mahasai, you very cleverly quickened your 
speed in reading out this portion of your speech but that will not 
help. (Laughter.! We have nothing to do with the Ministers at the 
present moment; so, you better leave them alone. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: The long-expected White 
Paper has seen the light of day but there is no indication in it as 
to when the new Constitution will come into force. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: We are not either discussing tip White Paper. 

( Laughter.) 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: There was, therefore, no 
Jiarm in taking some steps in advance by reducing the number of 
Executive Councillors. Something is better than nothing. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNER4EE: It is said that one liven 
and learns. I have lived one year more since March, 1932, and have 
learnt many things but my learning has been considerably increased 
to-day by the display given by Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar llay. We 
are accustomed to hear fiery and swash-buckling speeches from the 
Kumar Bahadur, hut to-day he has come out as the statesman c omplete. 
He has found many virtues in the occupants of the Treasury Bench and 
has proved very helpful so far as Government departments are con- 
cerned. I shall not take my stand upon the ground of economy at all 
in supporting this motion. Even if we succeeded in reducing two of 
the Executive Members, even then we would not save much more than 
a lakh and a half rupees; and in the present state of onr finances a lakh 
and a half does matter very much. But I take my stand first upon the 
comfort and physical convenience of the occupants of the Treasury 
Bench. The Treasury Bench is not too expensive, but it is far too 
crowded, and none of the gentlemen who occupy those seats of the 
mighty can be exactly described as atomies. Those seven gentlemen 
sitting over there, cheek by jowl, are naturally cramped for space and 
may feel overheated at times in spite of the artificial cooling-plant in 
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the house. I also take ray stand upon the ground of efficiency. It 
might he said that the larger the number, the greater would he the 
efficiency of the Government ; but that does not happen to be the case. 
There are too many cooks on the job and they spoil the delicious broth 
of Government measures. If they were less, the chances of mistakes 
would also be less. I shall give one illustration from the census 
operations, and that will be sufficient. These operations have not been 
in charge ot one member of the Government only; they have been in 
charge of a couple of members. The first part of the business was done 
by the Hon'ble Alhudj Sir Abdelkerira Ghuznavi with all the wisdom 
and efficiency which we are accustomed to associate with his 
name; and now the finishing touches are being given by the Hon’ble 
Mr. AV. 1). R. Prentice. Thus the two extremes of Treasury Bench 
have co-opted in this matter, the head and the tail — I hope I shall not 
he misunderstood. But in spite of this joint and combined operation, 
the census operations do show rather glaring discrepancies of which I 
shall give two instances. In this province of ours there is a community 
known as the “Naths” — “Nath” spelt with an “h” — who number 
ulwut 400,000. There is another community named the “Nats”, the 
“h” is omitted here. They number not more than a handful, not more 
than 7,000. There is a very real difference between the two com- 
munities. The “ Nats ” are undoubtedly a depressed class community, 
while the “Naths" — equally undoubtedly — are persons of a superior 
class and status. But the two hon’ble members in charge of census 
took the thing in their stride; th«^’ thought that the “h” must of • 
necessity be a superfluity. In any case, an “h” more or an “h” less — 
what could it matter? So, they huve lumped together the Naths and 
the Nats ; and the Naths now find, very much to tbeir dismay, they are 
henceforth to be reckoned among the scheduled classes. Then again 
there is a community known as the Pods; they number about 1,000,000 
— as a matter of fact more than 1,000,000 and are chiefly concentrated 
in the 24-Parganas. Some of them do not w ish to describe themselves 
as Pods, they want to he described as Paundra-Kshattriyas — quite a 
handful of a name ! One learned Member of the Cabinet, nothing 
unwilling to gratify their humours, arranged them under two different 
heads, as Pods and “ Pundari Pods" , the word “Pod” being bracketed 
in the latter case. 

But now mark the consequence of this excessive amiability! In my 
humble district, there is a community of men who are known as 
Pundans. They are an agricultural community of a superior type; 
they have nothing to do with the Pods; and they have long described 
themselves as Pundra Kshattriyas. But this similarity of names has 
proved their undoing. The learned members of the Cabinet jumped 
to the conclusion that the Pods of the 24-Parganas and the Ptmrot of 
Birhhum must belong to the same class. And so, the Punros o£ 
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Birbhum, Malda and Murshidabad — will they find themselves 
lumped among the scheduled classes. This is the sort of confusion 
that we get when there are so many accomplished men on the Treasury 
Benches. If there were less of them, the chances of confusion also 
would have been less. And, Sir, on this ground, if not for anything 
else, I plead for a reduction in their number. 


The Hon’bfe Mr. W. D» R. PRENTICE: li is rather difficult to 
reply to a discussion which, as Mr. Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri remind- 
ed us, has gone on since 1921 and to say anything new. He said that 
in 1921 the Council having hud experience of the work to he done 
decided that two Members were all that they required and pussed a 
motion accordingly. Of course at the time they passed that resolution 
they had only 5 weeks’ experience of the new form of Government. 
However some years have passed since then and there has been more 
time to consider the question and it is now brought up on the ground 
of retrenchment. 

Mr. J. li. Bannerjee, I do not think, always reads the Council reports 
with the cnre that they demand. If he did then he would have 
realised that Mr. Slianti Shekhareswar Ray took practicully the same 
line last year in dealing with the same resolution and the speech he 
made to-day was not a change of heart on his part. 

MU. NARENORA KUMAR BA8U: The Treasury Bench quoting 
•Mr. Khanti Shekhareswar Ray! 


The Hon’ble Mr* W. D. R. PRENTICE* J was just going to say 
that it is not often that I agree with Mr. Slianti Shekhare.Avur Ray, but 
I must admit that I thought he was taking the common sense line when 
he said that it was unless to argue this nialter of the reduction of the 
sixe of the Cabinet on the basis of economy. Supposing the motion to 
reduce the Executive Council were passed, it would only save about 
Rs. 1| lakhs out of a deficit of Rs. 2 crores. A great deal of reliance 
has been placed on what the Retrenchment Committee has said, but I 
do not think that the Retrenchment Committee's report has been read 
carefully. For I think I am correct in saying that nowhere Jiave they 
said that the size of the Executive Council should be reduced bv two 
Members. They recommend a reduction of the Cabinet from 7 to 5, but 
nowhere have they said that this should be done by doing away with 
two of the Members. They have left this point alon^. 

However, let us leave the question of the committee’s report and get 
down to the facts. I was surprised to hear some of the speakers saying 
that all that the Members of Government did was to sign papers. I 
only wish that they did; I should be much happier if that were our 
job. In 1921 when a motion of this kind was discussed in the Council 
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Sir Henry Wheeler explained how the number “4” was arrived at. 
First of all in view of the work to be done it was thought necessary 
to, have two officials, and secondly in view of the recommendation of 
the Joint Select Committee that the number of non-officials should be 
equal to officials it was decided that there should be two non-officials, 
so the total number came to four. He pointed out that a new system 
of Government hud started and they had to gain experience of the 
amount of work involved in the new system, e.g in connection with 
the work of the Legislative Council and the such lfke. In 1922 the 
same question came up and the Government examined the situation 
and came to the conclusion at that time that the proposal to administer 
the reserved departments by two Members meant an impossible task 
for tbe Members. That was in 1922. This is 1933. It is very 
interesting, when looking up tbe discussion of 1921, to see how many 
people who took part in that discussion are still members of this House. 
There are very few and during the 10 years that have passed since 1921 
a great many new members have entered this Council. But I appeal 
to them to say whether it is not within their experience that the work 
has enormously increased of late years and if in 1922 Government 
were able to come to the decision that it was perfectly impossible to 
expect two members to deal with the business of the reserved side of the 
Government, I would ask them whether it is reasonable to expect that 
the work arising out of the same departments can now be dealt with 
by two. I can tell you perfectly honestly, liming been associated with 
Government as Chief Secretary and Member for the last 7 years on the 
reserved side, that it is a perfectly impossible task ; it simply cannot 
he done. It is all very well to talk of economy and it is all very well 
to talk of where money can he saved, hut you must have regard to the 
amount of work to lie done and consider whether the arrangements 
'which you propose should he substituted or which you recommend for 
substitution are at all feasible. Honestly I can tell you that in this 
instance they are not. 

What T have said now reminds me of what one of the previous 
speakers referred to, I think it was Rai Bahadur Joge-ffi Chandra Sen 
who referred to the need there was for time to think. I wish we had 
more time to think. The stress and rush of business is such that we 
work at very high pressure; files have got to he rushed through in 
much less time than one would like to spend on them and much 
less thought is given to them than is desirable, because there is 
this rush. I wonder if many mem tiers of this Council appreciate the 
amount of work involved by even one question that they ask in this 
Council. Take the resolutions on the paper, take the resolutions that 
were going to be moved to-day about the hill exodus. How many hours’ 
work do you think was involved in preparing facts and figures, all 
wasted? That is one result of the present system, the great increase of 
work caused by the Council. 
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On, the general question about tbe practicability of reducing the 
Executive Council I would strongly advise the Council to vote against 
this resolution. But I would also remind them that the decision 
regarding the size of the Council is not in the hands of this Govern* 
inent, the size is fixatl under the Government of India Act and this 
Government is not responsible. What I am concerned with as far as 
this motion is concerned is that this proposed cut concerns the mone}L 
that is provided for servants, temporary establishment, their hill 
allowances, and things like that. If you refuse this money then it i& 
they whom you harm, not the Members of the Executive Council. 
You also tie up things very badly, because the passing of u rut like this 
means that no reappropriation under this luuid is possible. In the 
circumstances I would ask that after this discussion the mover will be 
pleased to withdraw his resolution. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: I should like to say a W 

words in support of the resolution moved by Mr. Basu. I was expect* 
ing the Hon’ble Member in charge of the department to put forward 
some definite arguments, and not mere generalisations, from which he 
could show" that it was really impossible for less than 4 Executive 
Councillors to cope with the duties which are assigned to them under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. The only contribution 
which the Hon’ble Member made was that they were very much over- 
worked. That is a question on which it is not possible for us to give 
*nin opinion without knowing exactly what the Hon’hle Members do. 
As au illustration of heavy work, the Hon’hle Mr. Prentice said that 
much time was lost when questions were asked by members of the 
House to the Members of Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I asked the members to 
lealise how much time was involved in preparing replies to questions. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: I do not think it involves 
much time, so far as the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice goes, because his common- 
place answer is — “I have nothing to add.” But I am not going to 
refer to that aspect of the question. Two Retrenchment Committees 
sat and recommended that the size of the Cabinet should be reduced. 
I was thinking as to what exactly was the chief reason why this parti- 
cular recommendation of the Retrenchment Committees never received 
a serious consideration at the hands of Government. The reason it 
very simple. The reason is that the decision rests at the initial stage 
not with a third party, but with the very persons whose offices are pH* 
posed to be retrenched. I think that if that procedure is adopted with 
regard to the other officers of Government whose posts have been 
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recommended to be retrenched under the report of the Retrenchment 
Committee, we would not perhaps have seen any retrenchment at all in 
any department. We have been told, and there is no answer by the 
Hon’ble Member to that, that there is at least one sister province where 
the number of Executive Councillors has been reduced. That is a 
province which presents difficult problems of administration as our 
province does and we have not yet heard that such a reduction in the 
number of Executive Councillors there has led to any deterioration of 
efficiency. I do not wish to waste much time of the House but I should 
like to refer to the portfolios which are allotted to each Member of the 
Executive Council in Bengal. Mr. Prentice, clever as he is, almost 
surpassed himself while giving his reply. He said that it was not 
possible to reduce the number from 4 to 2 ; hut that does not mean that 
it is not possible to reduce the number from 4 to JJ. Mr. Prentice did 
not deal with the question about the different subjects allotted to each 
Member of the Cabinet. I may at once tell him that there are certain 
portfolios at any rate which may he easily distributed among the other 
Members of the Executive Council. One Member has in bis charge 
Land Revenue, Land Acquisition, Excluded Areas, Jails and Legisla- 
tive Council (I suppose, Sir, a portion of this has now come under your 
direct control in accordance with the new arrangement). The spcond 
Member, Sir Abdelkerim Ghuznavi, lias an enormous portfolio; it is 
much more than what is allotted to Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, its 
perusal almost makes one gasp! Look at this formidable list— first 
comes Emigration, Immigration, (if there is emigration, there 
must be immigiation !) then comes Jurisdiction, (jurisdiction over 
whom?) next, Haj Pilgrimage, then Forests, a very important depart- 
ment no doubt which is exclusively the Hon’ble Member’s concern, 
and last though not the least, there is Irrigation. It is seriously 
suggested by Mr. Prentice that these portfolios cannot be transferred 
to the other three Members and the office of one Member retrenched 
without any loss of efficiency. I would ask Mr. Prentice or the Chief 
Secretary to tell us why these portfolios cannot be allotted to the three 
other Members. But of course if the reason is that the initial recom- 
mendation rests with the members of the Executive Council themselves 
and the accepted practice is for one Member to pat the other on the 
back, if this is the reason behind the scenes, then I have nothing 
further to say. 

Th« HOft’bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I deliberately waited 
to see if any other member would rise to speak. Mr. Syamaprosad 
Mookerjee made no Attempt to rise and now Government are left in 
the position of new points being sprung upon them. I want to know. 
Sir, whether after he and other speakers have spoken, I shall he 
allowed to reply to the new points raised. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Perhaps, the Chief Secretary will be able to 
reply. 


Th» Hon'bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: He lias not prepared the 
case at all, I have prepared it. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINi My motion 
No. 396 is similar, in character. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can speak on this motion, if you like. 

Reverend B. A. NAG: Sir, I do not quite follow my friend 
Mr, Svamaprosad Mookerjee in desiring to have the number of llon’ble 
Members reduced from four to three. The cut is from Its. 13, 000 to 
Rs. 6,500, therefore the motion is for the reduction of two. (Cries of 
no, no.) It does not follow that the number should he reduced at all, 
became this reduction simply refers to the establishment and therefore 
it does not follow that this motion is for any reduction in the number 
of Hon’ble Members. In any case our friend seems to have forgotten 
that we received the White Paper this morning. How much work it 
will involve no one can say, but that it will mean a tremendous amount 
of work there is absolutely no doubt. Whatever the mprits of this 
proposal may have been a year or two ago, it is absolutely out of place 
now. We want the reforms to come into being as soon as possible 
*and some people have to work for them and the work originates from 
the Cabinet. To reduce their number either at one end or the other 
is to hinder the progress of reforms and therefore I oppose the motion. 
Moreover, Sir, in about a year’s time or at the most in about 18 months’ 
time, we shall have the new constitution : we shall have Ministers 
responsible to the Legislature, and it will then be our duty to find out 
how much work can be done by how many Ministers. There is time 
enough to reduce the Cabinet, if necessary, then. 1 oppose the motion. 

Mr. R. N. REID: Mr. President, Sir, T feel some diffidence in 
replying to Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee’s remarks owing to the fact 
that I could not catch them all. <Mr. Sv.uhprosu) Mookehjkk : Has 
the hon'ble member sleeping?) Sir, that question I Hm not prepared 
to answer (laughter!). Now, Sir, I understand that Mr, Mookerjee 
raised three main points. The first was a comparison between this 
province and Bombay. That comparison was a th:ng which the 
Hon’ble Member deliberately did not enter into because be bad no 
personal knowledge of condi lions in Bombay. But as regards the 
revenue receipts, it was argued that the revenue in Bombay was larger 
than in Bengal, yet at the same time Bombay had been able to di*. 
pense with one Member. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: On a point of order, Sir. It 
was not Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee's point. That point was raised 
by me, 

Mr. PRESIDENTS If tbe House agree, I would rather allow the 
Hon’ble Mr. Prentice to reply. But this will create no precedent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Mr. Reid was saying on 
my behalf that the first point dealt with by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee 
was that Bombay had reduced the number of its Members and there- 
fore why could not Bengal do the same? Mr. Reid was explaining 
that I did not deal in my reply with the remarks of such members as 
Mr. J. N. Gupta and others because I was not in a position to com- 
pare Bombay with Bengal as regards the amount of work done in the 
two provinces. As this point lias again been raised, I should like to 
say to Mr. J. N. Gupta and people who argue like him and base their 
comparisons on revenue, what about population? If the revenues of 
Bombay are bigger than those of Bengal, what about population? Is 
it not about f>0 millions for Bengal against 20 for Bombay? If 
you argue on the revenue basis you must also bear in mind the popu- 
lation and remember that the work of administration as a rule largely 
depends upon the number of people with which it is concerned. I 
suggest that a province with 50 millions of population is likely to have 
more work than a province with 20 millions of people. I deliberately 
avoided making comparisons with Bombay but this reply has been 
forced upon me by the speakers. 

The next point of Mr. Mookerjee w'as that no attention was paid 
to the recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee that the num- 
ber of Members of the Executive Council should be reduced because the 
decision as to what was to be, depended upon people who were themselves 
interested and because each one of them wanted to pat the other on the 
back. I should like to point out that this is entirely wrong. The 
number of Members of the Executive Council is settled by the Secre- 
tary of State under section 4T of the Government of India Act and 
therefore this argument of Mr. Mookerjee is worthless. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: It is laid down that it shall be 
not more than four. We want you to recommend a reduction. 

Tilt HOfl’Mt Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE: Mr. Mookerjee argued 
that nothing was done because we four Members of the Executive 
Council were responsible for the recommendation as to what should 
be done. That is not a fact, but in any case the final decision reeta 
with the Secretary of State, and does not depend on our recommenda- 
tion. 
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The lsat point he made was that if the number could not be reduced 

*° w , .7 U " ot ** reduced t0 thr “- That ia an example of 

the difficulty with which Government Members are faced. It ia only 
when it is apparent that nobody else wants to speak on a cut motion 
that we rise to reply. If some one gets up later and raises new points 
and wants a reply the Member cannot give it save by leave of the 
Council. In this instance Mr. Mookerjee has raised a point which 
was not raised by any previous speaker. Mr. Mookerjee now raises 
the question ot reducing the number to three. Well, as 1 have said 
before, when the Executive Council was established, it was decided 
that there should be two officials because it was found that two officials 
were necessary. It was also the desire of the Joint Select Committee 
that there should lie an equal number of non-officials. This meant 
two Indian non-official members, and a total of four. Mr. Mookerjee 
now suggests that the number should be three. There are two ways 
of doing this, one is to cut down the number of officials and the other 
is to cut down the number of non-officials. Now in 1921 it wns decided 
that tuo officials were necessary and I say that if two were requiied 
in 1921, they are certainly required now in 1933. (A voice: Whut 
will happen in 1934 P) You can prophesy. 

That method of reducing the number to 3 is contrary to what was 
arrived at in 1921 after great care. As regards reducing the number 
the other way, I mean by reducing the number of non-officials, one of 
the main Bengal problems is of Hindus versa » Muhammadans. 
Throughout, from the beginning there has been an endeavour to have 
both points of view represented on the Executive Council. If you now 
reduce the uuraber of non-officials then it means that oue of the two 
sections will not be represented and I gather that whichever side is 
not represented will complain. I am not arguing about work at all. 
In the case of non-officials there are other considerations to take into 
account. I may point out that the Joint Select Committee did not 
argue for two non-officials, because there was work for two non-officials. 
If Mr. Mookerjee will read the report of the Joint Select Committee 
be will see what their arguments were. A proposal to reduce the 
number of non-officials would raise new diffic^ties, and I am sure 
would not appeal to one or other section of the House. Mr. Mookerjee’s 
arguments therefore do not carry us any further and do not justify 
the Council voting for this motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, it is 1 o’clock and I think 
the Council should adjourn now. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the usual practice is to sit till 1-30. 
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The Hon'We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES We have bo objection, 
Sir, if the members of the House are agreeable to give up half an hour 
from the total allotted time. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: If this means 
that we shall lose half an hour from the time allotted to this head' 
then we do not agree. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU. So far as this head is concerned 
we shall have the full time. 


Thi HOfl’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES There will not be a reduc- 
tion of the time allotted to this head which is 6 hours 15 minutes, but 
half an hour will be reduced from the total allotted time for the dis- 
cussion of grants. If the members are agreeable to that, we have no 
objection. . 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Yes, half an hour will be reduced at the end 
because all motions have got to be disposed of by 5 p.m. on the 29th. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Monday, the 20th 
March, 1933, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



Proceeding# of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Coukcil met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 20th March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
C’HAroHURi, Kt., of Santonh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the threp Hon’ble Ministers, and 112 
nominated and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghren) 

Officers in the Caloutta Polio# Foroe. 

•85. Maulvi HA88AN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of officers (Commissioners, Deputy Commis- 
sioners, inspectors and sub-inspectors) at present serving in 
the Calcutta Police Force; • 

(»i) how many of them are Mussalmana and how many Hindus P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
recruitment has ever been made to any of these offices in the Calcutta 
Police from mufasud districts, particularly Dinajpur, Rangpur and 
JalpaiguriP 

(c) If so, when, and what is their number in respect of each of the 
above three districts? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Assistant Commissioners and inspectors are appointed by pro- 
motion from the lower ranks. Vacancies for sub-inspectors are 
advertised and it is open to residents of all districts in Bengal to apply. 

(c) The particulars asked for are not readily available and can only 
be obtained by means of a laborious inquiry which Government regret 
they are not prepared to undertake. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 55(a). 


Hank. 

Sanctioned 

strength. 

Hindus. 

Mussalmans. 

Commissioner 

1 



Deputy Commissioners . . 

7 

1 


Inspectors 

65 

25 

9 

Sub-Inspectors 

112 

72 1 

34 


Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state if any particular step is being taken to remove the disparity 
in the number of Muhammadan officers? 


The Honlrii Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Orders have been issued 
(rom time to time and Government are satisfied that the Commissioner 
of Police is paying due attention to these orders. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is it very difficult for the' 
Hon’ble Member to find out whether any persons from these three 
particular districts have been appointed to the Calcutta Police or not? 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: In that case w e will have 
to get through five otr six thousand rolls to find out the places of birth 
of each person and then tabulate them against each district. I leave 
the hon’ble member to form his own conclusion. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is it not a fact that when persons 
apply, their native districts are recorded in the applications? 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes. But we have got 

to go through every application to see the places of birth of each 
applicant. 


Maulvi EYED MAJID BAK8H: But according to the statement 
the Hon’ble Member will have to go through a very small number of 
applications, say about 40 or 45. 



QUESTIONS. 



Ikt Hm*M* Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I beg youf pufen. Sir. 
I dM not retlige i* before. I thought the question referred to*B nimbi, 
including constables. But even then you will find there is quite a 
good number of rolls. 


Maulvi fYED MAJID BAK8H: If the question is only in respect 
of these officers, iwit very difficult for the Hon’ble Member to find out 
how many of them belong to these three districts P 


The Hon'bft Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already pointed 
out that it will involve going through a number of rolls to find out 
something that is not really important. 


Punishment of Pol toe sub-inspeoters in the Pabm district 


•88. Khan Bahedur Maulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHAN l Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing for the years 1930, 1931 and 1932 — 


(i) how many sub-inspectors of police of the Pabna district have 
been punished; 


(it) how many of those punished were Hindus; 

(tit) how many of them were Mussalmans; and 
(iv) the charges against, and the nature of punishment (including 
suspension) inflicted on, each of those punished t 


MEMBER in charge af POLICE DEPARTMENT (tha HatfMa 

Mr. W. D. R. Prtntioa); (i) Fourteen. 

(») One. 

(ttt) Thirteen. 

(iv) It is not considered desirable in the public interest to specify 
the charges. In all 20 punishments were infiioted, 1 officer being dis- 
miseed, 3 removed, 1 placed under suspension, 11 suffering temporary 
reduction of pay, 1 having an increment stopped and 3 officers being 
awarded black maria. 

Two officers had 3 punishments each, and 3 two. 

n 
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Assaults by the Police on a “riokshawala” at Howrah. 

*67. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Police Department aware that a constable or 
havildar dragged a rickshaw ala by force at the Howrah station on the 
evening of 3rd February, and threw him down on the ground causing 
profuse bleeding? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter by Government? 

(c) If the answer is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what action does he propose to take to prevent a recur- 
rence of such unprovoked assaults by the Police P 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a), (b) and (c) Govern- 
ment are unable to trace any such incident as is referred to in this 
question. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to state whether he is unable to trace any such incidents 
because they are of every day occurrence? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hon ble member # 
is honest in his desire for information he will give us the information 
which will enable us to trace the occurrence. I have already stated in 
the answer that we cannot trace it. 


Loud revenue demand In tho tomporarily-oottlod ntatn in Bengil. 

*68. R H* BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Niehl- 

pur: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Depart- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, district by 
district, the increas*. or decrease of land revenue during the last decade 
in the temporarily-settled estates in Bengal? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the general cause 
for the increase or decrease in the land revenue? 


MEMBER hi ohtrgo of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho HoftWo 
Sir Prof ash Chundfr Mittor): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

( b ) Tbe increase was mainly due to re-settlements and assessment 
of accretions. 



nftmd to in the reply to Marred question A’o. 68 (a), skewing the land revenue demand in temporarily Mettled 
estate* during 1922-23 to 1931-32. 
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Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ANVt, MOttl** !»-«» Hon’ble 
Member sure that the enhancement is due only 4d re-assessment of 
accretions and not also re-assessment of rents? 

/ The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: The hon’ble 
member knows very well what re-settlement means — it is only the 
assessment for accretions in this case. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Re-settlement 
may or may not include enhancement of rent. 

Tha Hon’blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: In some 
suitable cases they do, in others they do not. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Use of oil by prisonori in jailm. 

58. Ral Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA 8EN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state whether — 

(*) it is a fact that Bengalees, Beharis, Orissa and U. P. people 
rub oil on their bodies before taking their bath ; 

(it) it is considered by them to be conducive to health ; and 
(in) oil is allowed to convicts in jails for bathing purposes? 

(b) If the answer to (iti) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state the reasons for such non-allowance? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of supplying 
oil to the convict* who may require it? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (MILS) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hoft’ble Sir ftmth Chundir Mitter): (a) (i) Some use oil and 

some do not. 

(ti) This is a matter of opinion. 

(tit) No; it is supplied only on medical grounds. 

(b) Regular supply is not considered necessary. 

(c) Government have approved a scheme for the issue of oil to 
prisoners on Sundays only for inunction, at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 1.422, and it will he given effect to as soon as financial 

permit. 
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SB. Mr. A. F. M. ABDURRAHMAN 1 (a) Will the Hoa’bk 
Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the standard of muhnrron* 
work in Registration offices in Bengal is prescribed at 12 pages a day 
(copying) and 24 pages (comparing)? 

( b ) Is it a fa^t that in some districts in Bengal this standard hat 
been raised under the orders of the District Registrars to 13 pages and# ' 
14 pages for copying? 

( c ) Is it a fact that as a consequence the muharmn cannot cop* 
with their work? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of directing the District 
Registrars who have thus enhanced the standard of the muharmn * 
work prescribed under departmental instructions to withdraw the 
orders? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION (REGISTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimudtfin) ; <*) This 
is the minimum standard prescribed, but permanent hands are expected 
to exceed it. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and (d) No. 

Expenditure incurred for quartering of troops in Bengal. 

SO. Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Political Deportment be pleased to 
state — 

(t) what is the total amount of costs so far incurred by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal on account of, and incidental to, the quar- 
tering of troops in different districts of Bengal; and 

(ii) whether the Government of Bengal made any representation to 
the Government of India not to thro^any bnrden of the 
costs on Bengal in view of its financial difficulties and with 
what result? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOCl («) Final figures have not 
yet been worked out, but so far as is known at present the expenditure 
incurred by the Government of Bengal since December, 1931, is 
Re. 2,07,090. 

(tt) The Government of Bengal have agreed to bear certain chargee 
kit every endeavour is being made to reduce the provincial Govern- 
ment's liabilities to a minimum. 
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OtfcontimiwM o» thi ««tar-Blmtarg»J tarty atniM. 

81. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDARi (a) la the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Marine Department aware of the inconvenience to the 
public of the Kartickpur pargana in the Madaripur subdivision, caused 
by the discontinuance of the Bohar-Bhedarganj ferry service? 

(&) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that Mitrerchar or Padma junction is a suitable^site for a steamer 
station on the southern bank of the Padma, where all the steamers of 
the triangular service may touch and from which a small ferry can be 
conveniently run up to Bhedarganj? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of urging the steamer companies to make 
arrangements for the mail and mixed steamers to touch at Mitrerchai 
and to run a small ferry service between the latter and Bhedarganj ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that this inconvenience of the 
public may be partly removed if it is arranged that the Madaripur mail 
steamer, both up and down, should touch at Sureshwar? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of urging the steanipr companies to arrange 
accordingly? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. d. A. Woodheed) : (o) No complaint has been received by Gov- 

ernment, but it is presumed that the discontinuance of a ferry service 
must give rise to a certain amount of inconvenience. 

(b) und (c) There is no site at Mitrerchar which would be suitable 
for a ghat alPthe year round; the river banks are submerged during the 
rains. The joint companies also report that a ferry service between 
Mitrerchar and Bhedarganj is not a paying proposition and that they 
are unable to maintain one. 

( d ) and (e) The companies report that it is impossible to allow the 
Tarpassa- Madaripur Express steamer to call at Sureshwar, firstly, 
because she has to maintain connections with other services, and second- 
ly, because unless (jkr arrives in Charmugria to time, tbe mails are not 
delivered the Bame* day and considerable inconvenience is thereby 
caused, 

Bervioee of tho Dorsetshire Regiment end Eastern Frentier RHIee 
stationed at Daooa. 

61 Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DASs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state what are the distinctive services and functions of two military 
forces, the Dorsetshire Regiment and Eastern Frontier Rifles, both rta* 
tioned at Dacca? 



QUESTIONS. 


m 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it it pos- 
sible by negotiation with the Army Headquarters to place the Dorset- 
shire Begiment under the orders of the District Magistrate of Dacca 
who may thus be empowered to utilise their services whenever neces- 
sary ? 

(c) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of removing the Eastern Frontier Bides 
from Dacca on economic grounds. 

The Hon’ble Mr* W. D. R. PRENTICE! (a) The Eastern Frontier 
Bifles are not a military force, but a provincial police force organised 
on military lines. Members are appointed under the Police Act and 
enrolled under the Eastern Frontier Bifles Act, 1920. They are .« 
special force for use in emergencies wherever required throughout the 
province. The Dorsetshire Begiment are a purely military force under 
the central military authorities and as has beeu explained in the Gov- 
ernment communique are part of the augmented garrison lately brought 
into. Bengal for the purpose of strengthening the forces of Government. 

(b) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the Hon’hte 
Member be pleased to state what distinctive functions are performed 
by the Dorsetshire Begiment stationed at Dacca? 

. Tha Hofi’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have nothing to add 
to the last sentence in answer (ti). 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state why no reply has been given to the question regarding 
the distinctive services of this regiment? 

The Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is a matter of common 
knowledge. It is dearly indicated in the reply that one is a police and 
the other is a military force. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU. This is really an answer to 
the question regarding their functions. What I want to know is the 
distinctive services rendered by this regiment dur»R)? the course of its 
existence at Dacca. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. That is not the meaning 
of the question. I must ask for notice of that. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Is it a fact that the 
District Magistrate of Dacca when he asked for the services of this 
regiment, such services were not available? If so, why? 

P The Hoff’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I would refer the 
hon’ble member to the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
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Mr. SHANTI fflElfrl/tREBWAR RAY: Is thf answer available 
in the Criminal Procedure Code? 

The Hon'blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: You will find there under 

what circumstances you can call for the military. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member refer me to the paiticular section? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would refer the hon’ble 

member to the book in the Library. 

DEMAND FOR CRANT. 

22— General Administration. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: I be* to move that the demand of 
jRs, 13,000 under the head “22D — Executive Council” be reduced by 
Its. 100 (to draw attention to the apathy of Government in not answering 
important relevant questions put by members in the Legislative 
Council). 

The mover spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 

When in the course of his speech, he referred to a particular 
Council question the answer to which had seemed unsatisfactory to him, 
he was called to order by Mr. President who pointed out that he should 
not refer to any particular interpellation in the course of his speech. 

Babll JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir/ 
May we humbly know what is the reason of this ruling of yours? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is that section .36, if I remember 
aright, prohibits any discussion of any question and its answer that 
might have been given in the House. If I allow a member to refer 
to a particular question or a particular answer, then I would also be 
allowing him to discuss about the propriety or otherwise of the answer. 
1 am not going to allow' that. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: My submission before you 

is this: the object, of the hou’ble member is to show that Hoa’bto 
Members of Government have failed in answering questions properly, 
and unless he is allowed to refer to a particular question, bow can be 
elucidate bis point? Not that he intends to discuss the merits of tbe 
question or the merits of an answer, but he simply refers to a particular 
question to elucidate his point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not necessary, for tbe simple reason that 
tbe mover when setting out bis grievance may say in a general way 
that many questions have not been properly answered and I think that 
would be quite sufficient for his purpose unless there is any veiled 
intention to attack any particular answer. 
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KkM Mate MmM AZIZUL HAQVtl* Bat, Sir, it wwOd U 
n ec eeaary for him to elucidate his point. Supposing we are not satis- 
fied with merely a general statement. Section 36 lays down that no 
discussion shall be permitted in respect of any question or any answer 
given to a question. The trend of the rule only shows that it refers to 
a particular answer to a particular question. But this is a motion and 
the House, if it has a real grievance, has a right to enter into the 
question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Khan Bahadur would, perhaps, let me 
interpret the rule in ro> own way. My interpretation is that I would 
be creating a dangerous precedent if I allowed members under some 
pretext or other to discuss any particular answer to any particular 
question given in this House when a rule specifically prohibits such 
discussion, I allowed this motion — though it is of a very novel • 
character — only to enable the House just to discuss in a general fashion 
that such a grievance exists. I thought that would serve the purpose 
which the mover had in view. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, may I draw your attention 
to the connotation of rule 36 ? We have seen that rules and standing 
orders are divided into several parts, and part III relates to the question 
and rule 36 is under that part. It says: That no discussion shall be 
permitted in respect of any question or of any answer given to a 
question. Rule 36 immediately follows rule 35 which deals with 
questions. That I submit shows distinctly that rule .‘Ml only refers to 
questions which have been put or to answers which Rave 
been given on which there should be no discussion. 
But my submission is that it does not and it cannot mean that at any 
future time the conduct of the member who has answered a question or 
the conduct of a questioner or the faets of the questions and answers 
cannot be discussed. Ii cannot possibly mean that. It is really 
limited to the Chapter on Questions. But so far as motions and legis- 
lation are concerned, this section 36 does not apply 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order: I have understood your point, 

I would ask you to say if under any pretext, evS^mder the shelter of 
an ordinary motion, you con do anything which a rule definitely forbids? 
Here is a rule which is very definite iu character. It says that no 
discussion shall be permitted in respect of any question or of any answer 
given to a question. The reason clearly stated by the member who 
gave notice of this motion was that questions are not properly answered. 
Whan he gave me notiee of this motion ha did not give me the least 
idea that his real intention was to refer to a particular question or a 
particular answer. I do not know if he bad any such motive at the 
p back of his mind— that he really wanted under a pretext to discuss any 
particular question or any particular answer. Therefore, it is perfectly 
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legitimate for me to permit him only to malce general observations with 
regard to questions which have not been properly answered. I cannot 
allow him to level criticisms against particular questions and answers. 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: If you permit, Sir, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. There cannot be any deviation 
from the rales. I cannot allow that, That would mean that our debate 
would take a disorderly turn. < 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point of order, 
.Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have already given my ruling 
on the point. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH then continued with his speech in 
Bengali of which the following is a translation : — 

“Mr. President, I propose n cut of Its. 1(K) from the estimated 
expenditure of Rs. 13,000 under the head ‘Executive Council’ on the 
ground that questions asked by members of the Council are not fully 
and properly answered, very often it is indifference that is displayed. 
But even Government cannot deny that it is only in this way that a 
bond of intimacy and mutual confidence cun he easily established 
between them and the public. Before the inauguration of new consti- 
tutional reforms iu 1919, the public, specially the peasants and rniyats 
who constitute more than 90 per cent, of the population, were not * 
entitled to return any representatives to the Council. During the long 
period between the beginning of the British rule and the constitutional 
reforms of 19J9, heaps of grievances and complaints had accumulated 
in their hearts, which we, as their representatives, are bound to 
ventilate. This is why we have to put questions to Government. But 
I regret to state that these questions often elicit replies which are quite 
disappointing. It is a ‘laborious task’ to inquire into the grievances 
and complaint* of the public, indeed it must needs be so. The dust 
that has accumulated for one hundred years certainly requires much 
more time, money and labour for its removal than what has accumulated 
for one year only. «^an Government deny this fact? I leave it to the 
hon'ble members to judge how deplorable the attitude of Government 
is. Should Government admit the truth of what I have stated and 
promise redress, I would not consider it proper to waste any more time 
•on this motion/* 

Baku SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to second 

this motion. Ail the members on this side of the House have got a 
very serious grievance on this subject, and it is only right and proper 
that the matter should have been brought before this House in the* 
{form in which it has been done by Maulvi Sahib. Maulvi Sahib bm 
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dealt with one aspect of the thing, that is, whenever there hat been 
any question pat by him regarding grievances of the agriculturists, the 
usual reply has been that the information cannot be had without labour 
and expense which is deemed unnecessary by Government. The 
reasons are never given why it is deemed unnecessary, but the whole 
thing is cut short. The members who represent particular constituencies 
here have got a sense of responsibility of their own, and when they 
put questions, the£ do so with a view to discharge their responsibilities 
to their constituency. Unless his constituency has got a real grievance, 
no member would care to spend his time to ask questions in this 
House. The time of the non-official members of this House is no lees 
valuable than the time of the members of Government. We have seen 
that very important questions are replied in two ways, namely, either 
by silence on the part of Government or by saying “1 have nothing 
further to add,*’ which is the most usual way of evading an answer, 1 
have tried to find out if similar answers are given in the Legislative 
Assembly or in the Parliament, but failed. In certain cases this sort 
of answer has no relevancy at all to the supplementary questions put, 
and therefore it does not throw any light on the matter. So 1 think 
the sense of the House is that something should be done to redress the 
grievance and that Government ought to try to answer questions more 
reasonably. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, I am sorry that an 
occasion should have taken place for bringing in a motion of this nature 
before this House, but I may sav that it emlmdies the feeling of practi- 
cally the whole of the non-official block in this House, ot any rate the 
Indian portion of the non-official block. It cannot be # denied that 
there lias been un increasing tendency on the part of the Government 
benches to ignore questions from the non-official benches. In some 
cases the replies have l>eeu hardly courteous, Iu other cases the insinua- 
tion has been that non-official members put such questions as if to 
embarrass and harass the members of Government or to throw unneces- 
sary burden on the over-worked Secretariat. Sir, as a non-official 
member of this Council I must protest against this attitude on the part 
of the Government. The Government members otauld know that we 
offer our services for no monetary consideration but from a sense of duty 
and if we put any inconvenient question we do that in the exercise of 
our right and in the discharge of our duty. By putting such questions 
we try to bring to the notice of the public and of the Government the 
grievances of the people and the misdeeds of the Government servants. 
Sometimes we try to indicate the proper policy to the Government by 
bringing to its notice certain important details that may be helpful in 
arriving at a policy. In some cases we expect by putting such questions 
that Government will awake from its slumber and take action. Sir, in 
v*«w of your ruling I cannot perhaps refer to particular questions, but 
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I have before my mind’s eye a particular question. I think that before 
that question was put the Government was sleeping over the matter. 
Sir, I hope that Government will take notice of this feeling of the non- 
official members of the House. 

Reverend B. A. MAC: I am sorry to find this feeling in the House, 
because some of us feel that the questions are so often so very 
unimportant that it is a wonder that so much of the time of the 
Council is taken up with their answer. Take for instance, a question 
like this— I cannot refer indeed to a particular question— an imaginary 
question like this “Has there ever been made any appointment or 
recruitment from any district?” (Several voices: You cannot refer 
to any question). If I cannot refer to any question, I will say that 
questions are put often in such a way as cannot at all be called serious 
and it often involves laborious work for any department of Government 
to find out the answer. There are people who are always displeased 
with the method of answers, because the answers reveal a different state 
of affairs from what the members asking these questions want to make 
out. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Sir, I am not by your ruling permitted 
to refer to any particular question, but may I wave before you the 
back page of the starred questions of to-day? It is covered all over 
with a mass of figures given in answer to a question. May I commend 
to members of this House the use which is made of questions in the 
mother of Parliaments. Question time in Parliament is the time for 
placing a game, and a neat question which does not get a neat answer' 
is a score to the party that put it. The question is asked not for any 
information but to make a point. If the Treasury bench does not give 
a satisfactory answer to a question that is a score to the party that put 
it. The point having been scored the questioner has to be satisfied; 
there is no more reference to the question and if the subject is to be 
raised again, it must be raised in some other manner, for example, by 
a resolution. 

Mr. NARfMRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 did not think that I should 
intervene in this debate, and I would not do so but for the very childish 
summary of Parliamentary procedure which we have just heard from 
an old man. I flunk that the Government members would be proving 
themselves wise in the language of Mr. Thompson, if they were to take 
notice of the feeling in the House, It is possible that sometimes 
questions go to a far greater length than should be strictly desirable 
in the public interest, but there are occasions of which every member 
of the Government benches are aware, where in spite of the question 
being one of public importance or one that has the feeling of a large 
section of the public, behind it, the Hon’ble Member in charge gijses 
an evasive answer or asks for notice of things regarding which he 
probably could have replied off-hand. Having regard to this, I hope 
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the Member of Government will see end realise that the feeling i* there. 
I eta "perfectly aware that you here ruled times without number that 
the President cannot compel the Government to answer a question. 
That ruling shows that the Government Members had on occasions 
refused to answer a question, whatever the reason might be. In feet, 
it is the refusal of Government to answer a question, that shows that 
something is wanting either in the rules or in the matter of privilege. 

Baby dlTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Mr. B. A. Nag complains 
of the nonsensical questions that many of us are inclined to put. What 
of the nonsensical speeches we are compelled to hear? One of his 
arguments was that the questions sometimes require an enormous 
amount of labour on the part of Members of the Government. Very 
possibly they do; that is their object; these questions are required, 
meant and intended to involve an enormous amount of labour on the 
part of the Members of Government. What are the Members of the 
Government here for unless to satisfy the legitimate curiosity of the 
members of the Council? That is a part of their duty; they are not 
here simply to lord it over their offices and draw lordly salaries. The 
public want information on many points; und mem tars are here to get 
such information from the Government. That is a fact which Mr. Nag, 
who does not represent any constituency except the Secretariat, ought 
to bear in mind. The answers given by the members of the Treasury 
Benches certainly contain information, but sometimes, Sir, as 
Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Hay has complained, they are lacking in 
. courtesy and sometimes they are a mere repetition of stereotyped 
formulas. Some members seem to think that it is extremely humorous 
if they can say that “Government have nothing further to add", or 
if they can refer members to the answer to some previous question. 
Such humour is very much misplaced ; it only creates a feeling of dis- 
satisfaction, and that feeling should be taken due note of by the 
Treasury’ Benches. 

KIma Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUKs In this debate I should 
like to mention that I myself have a grievance; I am not one of those 
who is in the habit of putting questions because I sometimes find that 
it is very difficult to get an answer by a certain date. At present there 
is no certainty as to when questions will be ansftdfed. A question is 
sent by me, and it is sent to the different departments in the Secretariat, 
and it depends entirely upon the option of those departments on what 
date they are to be answered. As these questions are not answered in 
one session, and they may be answered later on, the questions should 
he answered in their proper order. Bnt we sometimes End thnt at the 
leg end of a session, when the relevancy of a question has been lost, 
then one particular department comes in with all answers. 
Mr. Thompson wee referring to the huge statistics involved in certain 
questions relating to a revenue matter. He does not now belong to the 
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Indian Civil Service, and has forgotten the value of statistics. That 
is a very valuable piece of information so far as land revenue is con- 
cerned, and I must thank the Hon’ble Member that he has taken so 
much trouble to give us this information. In my district of Nadia, I 
find that the revenue demand in the temporarily settled estates has beep 
going up steadily year after year, and it is certainly for me to find out 
why this is so. These questions are not useless, and I think so far as 
the volume of statistics are concerned, it is true that this has involved 

0 f?ood deal of laborious work. I do certainly realise that we have 
been sick with the answers regarding process-servers, but barring the 
question of process-servers, I do not think there is any other question 
about which the Treasury benches have got any real grievance. My 
own grievance is that I feel that questions are not answered in their 
proper order, and if this is done, the House will have no legitimate 
grievance so far as this is concerned. 

The Hon’ble Mfi W. D. R. PRENTICE! It has been interesting 
to listen to the remarks of members of this Council about our lack of 
courtesy or failure to answer questions in this Council. I should have 
thought that any member who studied the question paper every day 
would realise that we did all in our power to satisfy the desire for 
information oil the part of the Council. There have been complaints 
about delay, and that questions are not answered in the order in which 
they are received, but the time that a question takes to answer depends 
entirely upon what the question is concerned with. If a question 
concern files that are in the Secretariat and can be answered from 
information on lecord there, the answer is complied as quickly as 
possible, and is sent to the Council. But if it refers to something that 
happened in a district about which we have no information, we must 
write to the district, and get that information, and if the information 
refers to matters in a subdivision or thana, the lower down you go, the 
longer time is required to get that information, and if it refers to one 
or two districts, or as some questions do to the whole province 
naturally the compilation of the answer to that question takes longer 
time Btill. But I can assure you that so far as the departments under 
me are concerned — I cannot speak for the other departments — there 
are definite orders^bfid down regarding the method in which questions 
that come in are to be dealt with. It is there laid down that they are 
to be labelled immediate and treated as immediate right through, and 

1 think that you will find that unless there is any special reason for 
delay the answers to questions are sent in, just as the questions come 
in to us. I admit that at times we hold answers back. I cannot refer 
to individual questions, but in a Bhort time I hope you will get all 
together the answers to a group of questions which all concern the same 
matter, and that has been deliberately done because they all represent 
different aspects of the same question, and it was thought u * 
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i white the questions came along, to answer them all on the earn# day. 
f That I admit has been deliberately done, but normally questions as* 
they come in are examined and answered at once and then sent to the* 
Council. 

As regards the charge of lack of courtesy, I think I can honestly 
say that it is not justified, because members listening to the replies; 
given from this side, must realise that the members of the Treasury 
benches do all in their power to give the information desired by mem- 
bers. Of course we cannot stop questions being put, but we have our 
duty as Members of Government to consider whether information that 
is asked for, can be given. We have our duty as Members of Govern- 
ment to consider this in answering questions, and at times it is aoU 
always possible to give information. There is one point that I think 
the first speaker had in mind that questions are sometimes asked which 
require a large amount of information which is not readily available. 
There the position of Government is that if the information is avail- 
able from pupers on record, without putting on special staff, as a rule 
that information is compiled and giveu, but if it means that you have 
gut to incur extra expenditure, aud put on special staff, and take people 
away from their ordinary duties in order to compile that answer, then 
as a rule, we do not take up such inquiries. I think it is rather a pity 
that these charges are made when such an enormous amount of rare 
and trouble has been taken in dealing with questions, and in endeavour- 
ing to give answers to the questions as they appear in the order paper. 

• Mr. Shanti Shekhareswur Hay has explained that he put questions 
for various reasons, but the ieal objec t of a question, as stated in section 
26(7), of the rules, is that it should be asked for the purpose of obtain- 
ing information on matters of public concern. What use»is to be made 
later of a question is not stated in the rule, but really questions are 
not answered in order to initiate policy, but to give in the words of 
theso rules, information on a matter of public concern. On behalf of 
all the Members of Government, I desire to make it perfectly plain 
that as Members of the Government, we do earnestly endeavour to answer 
all the questions as quickly and as fully as is possible. 

The qnestion was then put and a division was Jaken with the follow- 
ing result : — dP 
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I Rti MU tarat 


•MirJI, Ral SakaBar KmM MaMn. 
lint, Hal l>l» rwlMw. 

Saair mMb, Kfeaa NMk MwM MakaataM. 


Bl asky, Mr. 1. B. 


laapa r , Mr. 1. B. 

Bata, Mr. 1. 1. 

Bat, Ral tafcakw Kaatal Kaaar. 

Baa, Ral SakaBar BatyaaBra Kiaar. 

FartBal, tfea Naa’Ma Ravak K. «. H., Kftai 
takaBar. 
rmn, Mr. L R. 

•aafsll, Ral BakaBar l»«H Kaaiar. 

•ftaaa, Raj BakaBar laaaaka Omar. 

Ikuuti, tat Hta’Ma AlkaBJ Ur AMtttarUa, KL 
SfttkrM, Mr. B. B. 

•aka, Mr. P. R. 

Haaaa, Kfcaa BakaBar Maaivl Aiiaal. 

MaaBarwa, Mr. A. B. R. 

Ran, Mr. fl. P. 

Httptr, Mr. B. B. 

Maaaaia, Maahri Latatat 
Kkaa, Mr. Rawar Rakaiaa. 

Lav, Mr. lartaBra Mata. 

Uakkart, Mr. A. R. I. 

Ma«alrt, Mr. L. T. 


MMtar, Mw Maatta Hr Pratata BBaaBar. 
MaritaNr, Mr. N. B. 

MaBlak, Mr. MafcaaBa BaAary. 

Rag, Rtta raaB B. A. 

RaaBf, Makaraja Ma BkaaBra, at Kaatataaaar. 
B iri i a BB ta , tat HaaHt Mr. Kkvaja. 

Rartaa, Mr. N. R. 

Pttrt, Mr. B. F. 

PkRpat, Hr. N. e. V. 

P rtaBtt, tat Maa*Mt Mr. W. B. R. 

Praatar , Lt-BaL 

Ray, Baka KkattartaaBav. 

Ray BfcavBfcary, Mr.BM. 

RtIB, Mr. R. M. 

Ray, Mr. laktavarSUgkr 
Ray, Mr. karat Kaaar. 

Ray, tat Mta’Mt Mr. BRay PmaB Itaffc. 
kaaBataRak, Maatai MaBaa>aiaB. 
tafcaaa, Baka tatya Ktafear. 

Barktr, Ral Sakik RtBatl Mtkaa. 

Baa, Mr. B. R. 

Baa, Rai laBM Ak tk t y Kamr. 

Ika pta taa, Mr. H. 1. 

Mtvta, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

•amir, Mr. B. R. 


TtwataB, Mr. H. P. V. 

WRUataa, Hr. M. R. 

WaaBkaatf, tat Nta'Mt Mr. 4 . A. 
WtrBnrtrta, Mr. W. S. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: I have been informed that the Deputy Presi- 
dent and Khan Bahadur Amul Haque passed the Noes lobby but 
did not pass the tellers. Is that a fact? 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Mr. Ruliir Rahman Khan): Yes, 

that is a fact. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: According to the rules your votes must be 
counted and you must be taken as having voted in that particular 
lobby. 

Ayes being 19 and Noes 69 the motion was lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move that the denjjpd of Bs. 13,000 under the head “22D — Executive 
Council’* be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of this motion is to 
raise a discussion on the desirability of steps being taken for 
immediate introduction of full responsible Government in the province. 

Sir, there is almost an unanimity of opinion about the granting 
of full responsible Government to the provinces. In the three Round 
Table Conferences held in London, there were differences about 
responsibility in the 4 centre ; but unanimity prevailed with regard to 
the provinces. 'Hie White Paper just to hand also supports that view. 
In paragraph 13 of the proposals for Indian Constitutional Reforms 
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it las been stated that “at thl same time His Majesty’s Govern meat 
do not contemplate the introduction of the new autonomous constitu- 
tions in the provinces under conditions which will leave Feder%tion^, 
as a mere contingency in the future. It is probable that it will be 
found convenient or even necessary, that the new Provincial Govern- 
ments should be brought into Wing in advance of the changes in the 
Central Government and the entry of the States. " 


Maulvi TAMIKJDDIN KHAN: Are we discussing the White 
Paper}* 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 am only leterriug to that 
in this connection. Rut the coming into being of the autonomous 
provinces will only be the first step towards the complete Federation 
for which the Constitution Act will provide; and His Majesty’s 
Government hu\e -tuted that if unites Wyond then control should 
place obstacles in the way of this programme they will take steps 
to review the whole position in consultation with Indian opinion. 

Now. Sir. it i> sufficiently (dear from the statement that the 
coming into being of the autonomous provinces will only he the first 
step towards the complete Federation which has Wen ussured. It is 
nlso stated that “ptovision will accordingly be required in the Constitu- 
tion Act for the period, however short it may lie, by which provincial 
autonomy may precede the complete establishment of the Federation”. 
The nature of the transitory arrange merits contemplated for this 
purpose is explained in paragraph 202 of the proposals which provides 
that the Constitution A< t though treuting the Federation as u whole 
will contain provisions enabling 1 he provincial constitutions for which 
it provides to be brought into being if necessary Wfore the constitu- 
tion as a whole comes into Wing. Transitory provisions, also to be 
included in the Constitution Act, will enable in that event temporary 
modifications to W made in the provisions of the Constitution Act 
for the purpose of continuing the existence of the present Indian 
Legislature, of removing the limit to the Councillors whom the 
Governor-General may appoiut, of placing the administration of all 
departments of the Central Government und«^ Governor General's 
exclusive control and of suspending the operatid!f*of the provisions 
relating to the Council of Ministers. 


The HwTWt Mr. W. D, R. PRENTICE: Is a discussion of the 
White Paper in order when we are discussing the budget of the 
Government of Bengal? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you one of those who expressed a desire 
to discuss the White Paper on a special day and signed a notice to 
that elect? 
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MUNINORA PEB RAI MAHABttt No, Sir, I did nothing of 

the kind. Broadly stated the effect of these transitory provisions will 
be that the executive of the Central Government though necessarily 
deprived of much of its present range of authority in the provinces 
would for the time being be placed in substantially the same position 
us that occupied by the Governor General in Council under the exist- 
ing Act. Sir, there is a divergence of opinion about Central respon- 
sibility with safeguards. The date and conditions for the inauguration 
of Federation are uncertain. Prerequisites of a ‘financial character 
to the inauguration of responsible Federal Government are based on 
the assumption that before the first Federal Ministry comes into being 
a Reserve Bank, free from political influence, will have been set up 
by Indian legislation and be already successfully operating. The 
bank would be entrusted to the management of currency and exchange. 
The report of the Committee of the Third Round Table Conference 
on Financial safeguards mentions these conditions which have to be 
fulfilled “that the Indian budgetary position should be assured, that 
the existing short term debt both in London and in India should be 
substantially reduced, that adequate reserves should have been accu- 
mulated and that India’s normal export suiplus should have been 
restored. The successful establishment and operation of such a bank 
depended to a great extent on the world economic conditions and the 
present is not. the opportune time for fulfilling the conditions jffSt 
mentioned. The final discussion with the States with regard to their 
Instruments of Accession and the execution of the latter will take, 
years to achieve. We have anxiously waited foi the last few years 
for the fulfilment of the Premier’s historic declaration which have 
been indefinitely put off. Many untoward events have happened in 
the meantime: political discontent is widespread, economic distress 
has reached the extreme point and the subversive movement associated 
with most heinous crimes are rather on the increase. The last few 
years have seen the governance of the country by Ordinances and 
now the provisions contained therein have found places in the Statute 
Book. But that would not achieve the desired end. Repressive 
measures have added to the difficulties. The discontent has been 
driven undergrounds Any further delay would be dangerous. Sir, I 
quite agree with those who advocate that autonomy in the provinces 
would be meaningless until the relations with the Centre are adjusted. 
But I have already pointed out that it has been definitely stated in 
the proposals that His Majesty’s Government do not contemplate the 
introduction of the new autonomous constitution in the province under 
conditions which leave Federation as a mere contingency in the 
future. Sir, with* this assumption let us proceed a step forward. 
If we believe in the bona fdes of the Government I think we may 
ask them to take a forward step, I think provincial autonomy will 
not stand in the way of the Federation of All India and the problem 
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of 'Oentral Responsibility. I should, therefore, ask>thn (fcvernment^o 
take steps for immediate introduction of full responsible Government 
in the province. There cannot be any question at this late hour of 
the day about our fitness to wield power. We may commit mistakes 
but. Sir, mistakes are the experience of life. I hope Government will 
not create difficulties or hesitate to support immediate provincial 
autonomy. 

With these tea* winds 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: As the House is not in 
a mood to listen to any speech I do not want to make any speech on 
it. I oppose the motion, .Sir. 

The motion of Munindta Heh Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 I** to move that the 
demand ol Its. ]d,(MH) under the head “221) — Executive Council” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the methods adopted by Government 
to deal with the pie*.cnt jiolitical situation). 

The Government has signally fuiled to cope with the present 
jM>iit it a] situation. All sorts of tepressive meusures have been resorted 
To hut they have failed to achieve the end. Repression is not the 
leal remedy for political ills. The people had enough experience of 
mdisemninate lathi charges and firing b\ the police but that has not. 
been able to crush the spirit of nationalism which is jwuvading 
throughout the length and Ineadth of the country. Most ugly things 
aie being done in the name of law and order. I should like to cite 
a lecent instance to show how police excesses me beifig perpetrated 
with impunity in the mufnnml. At Hadiingunj three village urchins 
came out with nationul Hags on the Independence Duy — I believe it 
is 2(ith January. As soon as they appeared, the local police seised 
them and assaulted them severely. It was a hot day and the people 
were naturally attracted to the spot. The head constable apprehend* 
ing trouble ordered firing. The crowd dispersed after a few shots 
were fired. 

Til* Hon 111* Mr. W. D, R. PRENTICE I On a point of ordei, Hir. 
This cose is under trial now I am told. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Do not refer to it, please, Rai Mahasai. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: All right, Sir. In a com- 
munojup issued lately attempts have been made to whitewash the 
action of the police on the usual brickbat theory, I had been to 
Badanganj and ascertained everything necessary for the purpoee. 
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This sort of hush hush cannot enhance the reputation of the prestige 
of Government. The whole policy has got to be changed; conciliation 
can cure many evils but repression cannot. 

With these lemarks I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

THt Hon’ble Mf. W. D. R. PRENTICES Sir, this is another motion 
on which I gather the Council wants no speech. * 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Sir. I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 13,000 under the head ‘*221) — Executive Council” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to call attention to the non-acceptance of the 
recommendations ot the Retrenchment Committee with regard to the 
Reserved Departments). 

Sir, I need not waste much time over commending this resolution 
to the House. The niemhei* of the House are aware that the total 
reduction recommended by the Ketienohment Committee regarding 
the reserved departments was about Rs. 49 lakhs. From the papers 
circulated by the Finance Department regarding the approximate 
financial effect of retrenchments which have been accepted by Govern- 
ment after considering the proposals of the Retrenchment Committee, 
we find that barely 4 per cent, of that lias been accepted and of 
course that 4 per cent, is composed largely of the reduction of 
rupees one lakh under “Stationery and Printing.*’ The other huge 

spending departments more specially (The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. 

Woodhead: There has been more reduction). Weil, that is how the 
figure works out. It is for the Finance Member to juggle with his 
figures, and show more. So far as “Stationery and Printing” is con- 
cerned, there has been a substantial reduction of Rs. 1,29,000, but so far 
as other departments are concerned — I am talking exclusively of the 
reserved side of Government — the House will see that in the hugest 
•pending department — the Police — the reduction is only Rs. 21,650 
and in the Jails A he reduction is shown as only Rs. 6,000. But 
members of this House are aware that in the supplementary memo- 
randum that has been circulated, bigger and bigger items of expendi- 
ture have been included, so that in fact the reductions included in 
the budget have been more than wiped out. I submit that so far 
as the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee are concerned, 

I am not going to put them all in detail, but there are specially 
some which may surely have been given effect to. Taking firstly the 
items under “General Administration,” the reduction of the Cabinet, 
the provincialisation of the post of Secretary to the Board of Revenue, 
the reduction of Secretaries and Secretariat staff, the reduction, if not 
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the ftbtfKtion, of the Divisional Commissioners, and in the Police the 
abolition of two Deputy Inspectors-Uenernl, the reduction in the 
number of Assistant Superintendents of Police, the abolition of the 
railway and river police and a reduction in the higher ranks of the 
Calcutta Police — these, I submit, might very easily have been given 
effect to. Government has given want attention to economy and to 
the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee in giving the 
go*by to these recommendations. I submit, Sir, that in these days 
when, according to* everybody, according even to the Finance Member, 
Bengal can hardly afford to spend so much money for its admiuistra* 
tion, when avenues of economy were opened out to the Finance 
Member by the Retrenchment Committee consisting of a very senior 
member of the I. C. S. and membeis from all sides of this House — • 
I mean Hindus, Muhammadans and Europeans — I submit, that far 
greater attention ought to have been directed to the unanimous report 
o( this Committee, and the Finance Member might very well have 
accepted some more of the recommendations so far as the reserved 
side is concerned. 


Tht Hon’ble Mr, J, A. WOODHEAO: I propose, Sir, to deal with 
the motion <>uly from the general point of view because in spite of 
Mr. Basu’s compliment to me— for which I thank him— I may explain 
to the nouse that the Finance Member is not an autocrat, the deci- 
sions reached are those of the local Government and not of the 
Finance Member. 


Mr* NAREMORA KUMAR BASUs If the Finance Member puts 
his foot down it is finished. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 4 . A. WOODHEADs On Mr. Basu? 

Mr. Basu asserted that the amount saved by the retrenchments so far 
effected represent only four per cent, of the savj^gs recommended by 
the Retrenchment Committee. According to the**%emoranduin cir- 
culated the savings effected are, as far as I have been uble to calculate, 
as follows : The Retrenchment Committee proposed savings of 
Rs. 49,08,000 on the reserved side. The memorandum we circulated 
shows that the savings effected on the reserved side amount to 
R«. 6,10 ,000, which I calculate to be one-eighth or about 12 per cent. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Is it with reference to this 
memorandum or with reference to something else? 
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Th# HOftlrtr Mr* 4 , A. WOOOHEAD: I refer to the memorandum 

which was circulated. I anticipated the point which Mr. Jltsu was 
likely to make and according to my calculation the ultin$hte saving 
comes to lift. 0,10,000 on the reserved side (Mr. N. K. Basu: Oh! 
you mean ultimate expenditure); Yes, the Retrenchment Committee’s 
figures are also based on ultimate expenditure. So about 12 per cent, 
of the recommendations has been given effect to. On the general 
question I have nothing further to say. As regards specific cases to 
which Mr. Basu has referred, the Hon ’Me Mr. PfenGce will deal 
with them. 


T»w Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The cases to which 
Mr. Basu refers — I think I have got them correctly — are: Cabinet, 
provincialisation of the post of Secretary to the Board of Revenue, 
reduction of Secretaries and Secretariat staff, the abolition of Com- 
missioners, reduction of Deputy Inspectors-General, reduction of 
Assistant Superintendents of Police, abolition of the Railway Police, 
as well as the reduction in the number of the Deputy Commissioners 
of Police in Calcutta. 

As regards the Cabinet we have had a discussion al>out one side 
of the Cabinet on Thursday last and Mr. Basu knows what happened. 
The second question will be discussed a little luter and we will see 
what the Council say about that. The five items that come next, 1 
all refer to Imperial Services and affect the cadre of the Imperial 
Services and the Provincial Government is not competent to deal 
with those Appointments on its own. To provincialise the post of 
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, however desirable, means that 
the post must be taken away from the superior cadre o r the I.C.S. 
and the only person who can do that is the Secretary of Scate. The 
same thing balds good with regard to Commissioners, Secretaries, 

Deputy Inspectors-General, and Assistant Superintendents of Police 

all are members of the Imperial Services about whom the Secretary 
of State in Council afone can pass orders. However, the various items 
included in that ffor will come up later during the further discussion 
of the grants and I need not go into the merits of each case now. 

As regards the Railway Police, that will come up in connection with 
the Police budget and so also will the Calcutta Police. But I may 
say now that certain orders have already been passed in connection 
with the Calcutta Police. For instance, we have decided to keep the 
post of a Deputy Commissioner of Police temporarily vacant aa An 
experiment. It is impossible to deal with this cut motion in all its 
details, but I hope the Council will recognise that all these cases 
are under examination and that where we can pass orders we are 
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doing ik but that most of the case^^refefred to are not within, our 
power toP&eal with. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIH: Sir. I rise to 
support my friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. I do not wish to go 
into details. As has been said by Mr. Prentice, there will be oppor- 
tunities for us to discuss particular items later on, although I do 
not know whether in the short time allotted to us for discussing these 
subjects the most important items of expenditure will be reached. 
The point I wish to emphasise here is the subject not of Indinnisation 
but the provincial isation of the Services. I have given a cut motion 
on that point but I do not think we shall reach that motion, and 1 
therefore take this opportunity to draw the attention of this House 
to it. I do not wish to confine myself to the provinrialisntion of the 
post of the Secretary of the Board of Revenue only but generally to 
all services, as I mentioned in u previous speech while discussing the 
budget. I think that all Imperial Services should be provincialised, 
because under the Piovincial Autonomy, which we are going to have 
in the near future, the two kinds of services cannot co-exist. I do 
not object to the recruitment of experts from Europe or from any 
other foreign country 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U* My motion is with regard to 
the recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I am going into 
that. There is a recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee 
that many posts in the Imperial Services can 1ms manned by Provincial 
Service men. 1 put emphasis on that point particularly in this con- 
nection. I feel that the present system of simultaneous recruitment 
for the Civil Service is inherently defective. If, as I have said, you 
want experts or you want men of superior calibre from Europe, 
certainly you can have them and give them any^pay, but so far as 
the main services are concerned, recruitment must be made in Bengal 
and from Bengalis. The recruitments now made by the examination 
at Allahabad do not furnish us with recruits who are in any way 
superior to those whom we get for the Provincial Services of this 
province. From the economic point of view alone I think this is a 
very important point and I wish to draw the pointed attention of 
the Treasury benches to this aspect of the question which requires 
immediate solution. I think not only money is wasted but the 
efficieacy of the Provincial Service* is affected by this method of 
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recruitment. With these words I support the motion of Mr. N&rendra 
Kumar Basu. 

The motion wag then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 

AYES. 


AH, Maatvi Havana. 

Baaarjl, Mr. P. 

Baaarjl, Hal Bakatfar Kaafcafc Cfcaatfra. 

BaaarJaa, Bafca Jltaatfralal. 

Bata, Mr. Maraalra Kawar. 

Bata. Mr. I. M. 

Okaatfkarl, Bala Klafcarl Malta. 

Okaatfkarl, Dr. tfagaatfra Okaatfra. 

Okaatfkarl, Kfcaa Bakatfar Maalvi AHmanaaiaa. 
Okaatfkary, Maatvi Naral Akiar. 

Okawtfkary, Maalvi AMal Bkaai. 

Datt, Hal Bakatfar Dr. Harilkaa. 

Paitallak, Maatvi Makawmatf. 

Baaaka, Hal Bakatfar Batfrltfaa. 

•aka, Bafca Pralalli Kaaiar. 

B apt •, Mr. 4 . N. 

Haaaa, Kail laitfUal. 

Naaaala, Maalvi Makammatf. 


Karin, Maalvi AMal. 

Kfcaa, Maalvi Taa^aitfla. 

Malti, Mr. R. 

MHtra, Bafca karat Okaatfra. 

MaaMa, Kkaa B ak a tf a r Makamwatf Aktfa 
Maakarjaa, Mr. k ya ai af ra i atf. 

Patftfar, latk Naaaaaaa Prnaatf. 

Qaaaaai, Maalvi Akal. 

Rakataa, Maalvi Aslaar. 

Ral Makaul, Maalatfra Dak. 

Ray, Bafca Aaiatyatfkaa. 

Ray, Bafca Nagtatfra Narayaa. 

Ray, Mr. Slant! Ifctkkaratwar. 

Ray Okawtfkary, Bafca lattak Ckaatfra. 
Rant, Bafca Hartal. 

Ray, Bafca NarifcaaM. 

•anal, Maa'vl Aktfat. 

Slagk, fcrijat Taj Bakatfar. 


NOES. 


Aaatla, Mr. 4 . M. 

Bat, Bafca Laid Kaaiar. 

Baf, Ral lafclk karat Okaatfra. 

Barir Utftfla, Kkaa kafclfc Maalvi Mafcaaiiaatf. 
Blaatfy, Mr. I. N. 

Baral, Rat Bakatfar Bakal Okaatf. 

Okaatfhart, Maalvi kyatf Otwaa Naltfar. 

Okawtfkary, HaJI Bat' Aknatf. 

Oafcaa, Mr. D. 4 . 

Oaaftr, Mr. 0. B. 

Data, Mr. B. R. 

Dai, Ral Bakatfar Kaailal Kaaiar. 

Paraoat, tin Hta’fclt Hawak K. B. M., Kkaa 
Bakatfar. 

Pawaaa, Mr. L R. 

BaagaH, Ral Bakatfar BaaN Kaaiar. 

Bkavaavl tfca Nta'klt AlkatfJ Mr Afctfalktria^ Kt. 
•Hakriat, Mr. R. N. 

Bafca, Mr. P. R. € 

Nt a tf tr a i n, Mr. A. B. R. «■ „ 

Kfcfg, Mr. B. P. 

Maaf«r, Mr. B. B. 

Hatala, Hawak Maakarraf, Kkaa Bakatfar. 

Naaaala, Maalvi Latafat 
Kfcaa, Mr. Raaaar Raharaa. 

Utffcfcart, Mr. A. R. «. 

M again, Mr. L. T. 

Millar, tfca Maa , Ma ON Prtva t* Ofcaatfar. 


Marti war, Mr. N. R. 

MaHlek, Mr. Makaatfa Bakary. 

Nag, Ravaraatf B. A. 

Patra, Mr. B. P. 

Pkllpat, Mr. N. 0. V. 

Praatiaa, tka Naa'kla Mr. W. D. R. 

Pratt ar, Li- Cal. 

Rakaaai, Mr. A. 

Rakaiaa, Mr. A. P. M. Afctfar-. 

Ray. Bafca Kfe attar Makaa. 

Ray Okawtfkary, Mr. K. 0. 

Raltf, Mr. R. R. 

Ray, Mr. SaHaawar Ciagfc. 

Ray, Mr. karat Kaarar. 

Ray, tka Hanna Mr. Bijay Praaatf Magh 
Ray Okaatfkarl, Bafca Haw Okaatfra. 
OaatfataHak, Maalvi Makaaiwatf. 

Oakaaa, Bafca Oatya Klakar. 

Oarfcnr, Ral OaMk Rafcatl Makaa. 

Ota, Mr. B. R. 

kaa, Ral Oaklfc Akafcay Kaaiar. 

OalaHaaa, Maatvi Makaaiaiatf. 

Ota p talaa, Mr. N. I. 

Tfc n aptta. Mr. W. N. 

Tawaaatf, Mr. N. P. V. 

WBfciaaaa, Mr. N. R. 

WaaOaatf, tfca Naa’Ma Mr. tf. A. 
Wartfawartfc, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 36 and the Noes 55 the motion was tost, 
(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mr# PRESIDENT: Tc save the time of the Council I might make 
oue suggestion in regard to motions Nos. 258, 259, 261, 262, 263, 276 
and 271. All these motions propose a substantial cut in the Ministers' 
salary and their staff and I think that, if we take up 260, which proposes 
to discuss the question of the reduction in the salary of the Ministers 
in view of the economic condition of the country, and find it thrown 
out by the Houses we need not take up the rest. On the other hand, 
if the motion is carried, the rest may be moved one by one. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, so far as motion 
No. 260 is concerned, the member lias based it on economic ground, but 
ho fur as tiie other motions are concerned, we do not know what actuated 
the members 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall take up all the token cuts separately. 
M\ suggestion is only with reference to those motions which propose an 
economic « ut of a substantial »*haiacter. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move that the demund of Its. 1,81,606 
under the head '*22E — Ministers*’ he reduced by Rs. 91,600. 

In doing so, I have only provided for Rs. 00,000 for each of the 
Ministers, that is Rs. 2,500 per month. In this connection I would 
point out that Ministers of the Bengal Government are not as important 
* at Ministen of the Home Government. (Voice: Why not? Why not?) 
It has been stated here in this House by many members even to-day, 
that it is not so, and I do maintain that it is not. Therefore I do main- 
tain that in a poor province like Bengal with a deficit budget the 
Ministers should not be enjoying such a fat salary as Rs. 64,000 less 
5 per cent. Memliers of the English Cabinet draw as much as £2,600, 
that is equal to a little over what I have suggested for the Ministers. 
The Retrenchment Committee also recommended that the salary of the 
Ministers should be Rs. 2,500. i A voice: For future Ministers.) 
Whether for the present or future Ministers is not the point. The 
point is that with a deficit budget and witli no provision for the depart- 
ments in their charge excepting rupees one lakl^Tbr the Industries 
Department, we are not justified in budgeting this large amount for 
the Ministers, They often complain that there is absolutely no money 
to enable them to carry out any schemes to satisfy the general public. 
They claim to be very popular, but they cannot do anything to satisfy 
the general public. I do not dispute the fact that they are very 
popular with the Government, but I was given to understand by the 
Hon’ble the Home Member that the Retrenchment Committee proposed 
that there should be 5 members in the Cabinet, viz., four Executive 
Councillors and one Minister, that is reducing the number of Ministers 
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by two. It may be that the Committee held that view. Bqt at the 
same time it has Been said in this House that the 7 links of the Govern- 
ment must be maintained in view of the fact that after two years or so, 
when the Reforms will come, 7 Ministers will be necessary. That is a 
future contingency which we need not consider here. At the present 
time, and under the present deplorable conditions of the finances of the 
Province, the Ministers in order to be popular should at once come 
forward and offer, just as they did in connection with the 10 per cent, 
cut last year, to contribute a certain portion of their salaries towards 
the development of their departments. They have not done so, and we 
have seen from bitter experience that nothing will be done. It is only 
possible to do this, by bringing in a motion like this. Last year, when 

1 advocated that the Ministers should have less salary, I was accused 
of being unreasonable in suggesting any reduction either in the salaries 
of the aulwrdinate officers or the Ministers, and the argument put 
forward was that lawyers had not reduced their fees, doctors had not 
reduced their fees, and business men had not reduced their interest, 
therefore it stands to reason that neither the Ministers nor any Members 
of the Government should accept a reduction. I regret to see that there 
are some who would not see beyond their noses. You know, Sir, what 
happened after the adjournment of the House. They hod to accept a 
10 per cent, reduction. Thp Finance Member by a jugglery of figures, 
as suggested by Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil and Dr. Sen Gupta, has 
reduced the deficit by about Its. 48 lakhs, but the deficit really is over 

2 crores. Therefore, Sir, under these circumstances, I think they ought 
to accept a reduction, and the reduction I have >uggested, that is 
Rs. 2,500 per month, is a reasonable one, if not for anybody else, at 
least for these gentlemen. Sir, it has been maintained that the 
Ministers should have the same status and pay us the Members of the 
Executive Council, but Ihey forget the fact that we are not competent 
to do anything so far as the salaries of the Members are concerned; 
that rests with the Secretary of State. They also maintained, and 
quoted Mr. Tikk who once said, that the Ministers must not get less 
salary than the Members. They quoted Mr. Tilak only to suit their 
convenience, and to retain their fat salaries. Some members have just 
mentioned to me that Jhe Ministers’ salaries must be retained. I would 
charge them witlf**ome sort of motive. They always maintain that 
because the Ministers draw fat salaries, and practically do nothing, that 
we have brought this vote of censure against the Ministers. It has been 
also said that if salaries are reduced, when A or B might later on be 
made a Minister, and then they would draw a reduced salary, so it is 
better if the salaries are maintained at their present figure. That i a 
not my idea, but that is the idea of most of the members of the House 
to-day who desire to be transferred to that chair some day, otherwise, 
seeing the most deplorable financial condition of the Province, they 
should have accepted such a reasonable proposal. Wben the Swarajists 
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will eomeikey may perhaps suggest a salary of R«^5%but here I have 
suggested Rs. 2,500. With these words, I commend my motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Btbu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,81,600 under the head “22E— Ministers” be reduced bv 
Rs. 73,600. 

My proposal is that instead ot Rs. 64,000 the Ministers may be paid 
Rs. 36,000 each, and there will be a 5 per cent, cut, and a proportionate 
deduction might be made, and that on that calculation it comes to 
Rs. 73,600. I bring forward this motion, Sir, not in a spirit of any dis- 
trust or want of sympathy towards our Ministers: I have a great regard 
for them. It is not for the first time that I propose such a reduction. 
I tried to reduce the number in the first Council, but I was not successful. 
Whatever may be the views of the Ilon’hle Mr. Prentice, that perhaps 
without much knowledge of the financial affairs of the province, we 
brought forward such a motion, but be forgets that Home of us have 
sufficient knowledge of the working of Government. I myself have had 
4 years of experience when I had full opportunity of discussing the 
proposals of the Chelmsford-Montagu Reforms, and we deliberately 
came to the conclusion, that the number should be reduced. I brought 
forward one motion for the reduction of the Executive Council Members, 
and another fora reduction in the number ot Ministers. It was rumoured 
at that time that I was not successful in reducing the number simply 
because in some quarters it was thought that of the three Ministers the 
least qualified might be dispensed with. I can assure you that in 
moving that resolution such a thing was not in mv mind, I moved it 
without any distinction. I would be quite satisfied with one Hindu and 
one Muhammadan Minister. It was not in communal keeling that I 
brought forward that resolution in the Council; however it did not 
succeed. I then brought forward a resolution for reducing the salaries 
of the Ministers, and as you will perhaps remember, we were then assured 
by each of the Ministers that they would practically surrender Rs. 64,000 
each on chaiitable purposes. We were assured by Sir Suremlra Nath 
Banerjea and Sir P. C. Mitter, who was then the Education Minister 
that they really spent more than that for charitul^e purposes. Sir, the 
Ministers are people’s men; they come here in a repiWientetive capacity 
and our suggestion is that they should have regard to the situation of the 
province. Thousands and thousands are suffering for want of employ- 
ment under economic pressure and trade and commercial depression. 
This is not the time when the people’s representatives should think of 
aggrandising themselves at the cost of the peoples’ money. I know that 
the present Ministers are all very charitable men and spend a good deal 
of money on maintaining their position but with reduction of their pay 
they will be equally able to manage sufficiently well. I appeal through 
you, Sir, to our Ministers to come forward and not point to the example 
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of the Hon’ble Members, who are, if I may say so, foreigners and have 
no sympathy with us. They have come here to rule and to role anyhow 
and make money. I was once asked by His Excellency Lord Ronaldshay 
when I had a talk with him on the subject at the time of the Parlia- 
mentary discussion why we objected to giving our Ministers so much pay 
when we were agitating for equal pay for them, pay equal to that of 
the Executive Councillors. Of course my humble reply was that at that 
time we did not know that there would be 7 but we thought there would 
he 4 members of the Cabinet altogether — two for the ‘Executive Council 
and two Ministers. All along we had that idea. At the beginning of 
the Reforms we saw that a topheavy administration was provided for 
Rengal and we found that we were not in a position to maintain it, and 
also that a mistake was made in allocating the revenues to this province. 
We protested against this topheavy nature of the administration and 
suggested reduction both in the ’number of the Cabinet and their pay 
but nothing could he done. In the first year we were told that Ministers 
would surrender Rs. 10,000 each out of their pay, but they did not do 
that. I submit that they should do so now. If that is done, a good 
deal can be accomplished for removing unemployment in these days and 
now that living lias become very cheap the Ministers will not find it 
difficult to maintain their position and dignity. If they will kindly 
consent to this arrangement nearly Rs. 50,000 can be set apart for solving 
of the unemployment question and providing funds for giving employ- 
ment to many under the State Aid to Industries Act. I know only 
the other day II is Excellency announced that our ifon’ble and popular 
Minister, Khan Ilahadui Nawab Faroqui tried to collect over Rs. 40,000 
for a public school and he himself contributed Rs. .>0,000 towards the 
unemployment problem. In this way if he can show the way and if he 
consents (o a deduction of Rs. 28,000, from his pay then 1 believe the 
other Ministers who are all very kind-hearted men will follow him. In 
this way a good deal can be done. I appeal to them to do so and I hope 
my appeal will not go in vain. Sir, we have come here to do good to 
our people. In the whole of this province many persons have been 
working as chairmen of district boards, vice-chairmen of municipalities 
and in other ways are spending a good deal of their time over these matters 
and they have been doing this without any remuneration. In this 
Council you will ^member, Sir, that the late Babu Surendra Nath Roy. 
consented at our request to do the work of the Deputy President in the 
first Council without any remuneration at all ; he performed the work 
of the President of this Council also during the illness of the Hon’ble 
Sir Shamsul Huda for several months without remuneration. If that 
would be done by one of us cannot the same thing be done by people 
who are equally rich and kind-hearted? Should they not come forward 
and make some sacrifice for the country? This is an insistent as well 
as a reasonable demand. We are in deficit for the last three years ana 
we have been going on contracting debts without any hope of beiBg 
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able to pay them off and are Him ply waitiup forthe Meatou Award being 
upset to ouradvautape, and on the probability that our debts will perhaps 
be remitted, and that under the new Reforms we should l>e in a flourishing 
condition. How far that hope will he realised, God aloue knows, but so 
far as the present circumstance* are concerned, I think it is reasonable 
and proper on our part to make this demand to the Ministers to apree to 
this reduction in their salary. With these few words I move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What would happen, Mr. Ilasu, if you take 
Nos. 26*3 and 270 together and make one speech on them? Or you might 
perhaps drop your motion No. 203 and move only 270? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I would like to move hot h of 
them and make one speech 

1 hep to move that the demand of Its 1,81,000 under the head “22E 
— Ministers” he reduced by Its. 00,000, 

or alternatively that the demand of R* 2.00,000 under the head 
“22K — Ministers” he reduced hy Rv 1,33,332. 

The first motion i> that the sum now spent over the salaries of the 
Ministers he reduced hy Us. 00,000. This end cun he achieved in two 
ways. The first i* hy reducing the number of Ministers from three to 
two, both of them drawinp the same salary us they are doinp at present, 
and, secondly, by reducing* the salary of the three Ministers, each of 
them pettinp Rs 3,500 a month. 

' Speaking to this motion I confess I am 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What about 209? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I am not going to move that. 
So far as motion No. 263 is concerned — for reducing the amount by 
Rs. 66,000, my submission is that one feels a sort of a sense of oppression 
in having to move a similar motion year after year especially ill a House 
which has outlived its normal life and is going on by the grace of the 
Government from extension to extension; tor the last few years we have 
been told by a certain section of the House that we cannot touch the 
Ministers because we are in a state of trunsitiou^iijhe constitutional 
problem; by the grace of Government this stage of transition has to the 
advantage of the Ministers been extended from one year to two years, 
and again to three years and one does not know how long this stage of 
transition will last. But, Sir, it is rather difficult for one to keep one's 
patience with this sort of argument ; if one honestly feels that it is neces- 
sary that the money spent over the salaries of the Ministers should be 
reduced, then one ought not to stop one moment in voting for the 
reduction, transition or no transition. I should think that if one felt 
that the salary paid to the Ministers was too much — I am not now 
discussing the question of the personnel of the Ministers — if one feels 
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that it i« too much so far as the province is concerned, so far as the 
economic condition of the province is concerned, it does not matter a 
jot or tittle whether you are going* to pay them this salary for six months 
or for six years. It is your duty to vote for a reduction now and here. 
I submit, Sir, that the question of the prestige of an officer depending 
upon his pay has now been exploded as a myth. We have not heard 
one argument on the floor of this House to support the old bogey that 
because the Members of the Executive Council draw q, certain sum, which 
has been fixed by Parliament and which cannot be touched by this Htmse, 
therefore if you were to pay their colleagues less than that sum you would 
be undermining their prestige. I confess that I cannot bring myself 
to understand this sort of reasoning. The prestige of a man does not 
depend, as far as I can judge, upon the salary that he is paid. The 
prestige of a person depends upon his ownself — if he has some internal 
value of his own, if he is really good for some work — that is prestige. 

I submit, Sir, that this question of prestige depending upon pay is 
something which is absolutely knowingly put forward as an argument 
to draw away the reasoning of men from right things. Then, again, if 
the question of prestige were to weigh with some of the members of this 
House, I would appeal to them to vote for this cut in order to reduce 
the number of Ministers. The first motion that I am moving now is to 
reduce the number of Ministers by one, that is to say, instead of three 
let there he two. Sir, T am not afraid of the communal bogey. So 
far as I am concerned and so far as the dyarchical Government is con- 
cerned, I do not care whether there are two Hindus and one Muham- 
madan or one Muhammadan and two Hindus or for the matter of that 
one Muhammadan. If it is necessary fnt the purpose of economy of the 
country to reduce it by one, I would certainly reduce it by one — it does 
not matter to me personally whethei the balance of Hindus or Muham- 
madans in the Cabinet is disturbed. I do not think many more words 
are needed to commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. Sir, 

I am quite sure that this matter has been before the House for such a 
long time that members have made up their minds to vote one way or 
the other in each of these motions and I am not going to multiply words 
in favour of them. ( But to those who jib at the communal bogey I 
.would say that fltofion No. 270 is to be commended to their attea$on. 
There I say, have one Minister instead of three. So far as the comm&nal 
bogey concerned, speaking for myself, as I have already saidj,.tty£re 
is nothing in that argument, and even if the number were redtytpd to 
one — and here .1 must descend into personalities — I do not thinb „ 
by so doing and' refining, say Mr. Khwaja Naximuddin as tiff 
Minister, you will be doing any harm to the present personnel 11 oftfhe 
Cabinet. 

So far as he is concerned, Mr. Khwaja Naiimuddin sits in that bench 
and on the two sides of him sit the other two Ministers. The one to Ids 
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left is a triune persona I ity-~he is first a “Rasi” theu a “Golam” and 
then a “Nawab”. So far as the gentleman to his right is concerned, 
he is known to be a Hindu Minister, but I do not think he is as much 
partial to Hindu interests as his colleague Mr. Khwaja Naxirauddin is 
in regard to Muhammadan interests. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I refuse to be 
partial to any particular interest. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: So far as the Ministry i*T 
! concerned, it does not matter at all if the other two Ministers are 
immediately removed from the scenes of their present sphere and if Mr. 
Naziinuddin sits supreme. I therefore say, Sir. that for purposes of 
efficiency of the present Ministry it would be quite all right if we had 
only one Minister instead of throe. With these words 1 commend ray 
second motion to the acceptance of the Hou<e. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is one more motion, No. 271, which 
proposes a cut on economic grounds. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,00,000 under the head “22 E — Ministers (Transferred) 

— General Administration” be reduced by Ks. 07 ,600, the effect of which 
is that the salary of each Minister will he reduced to Rs. 4,000 a month. 

Sir, one of the reasons why I selected this figure of Rs. 4,000 was that 
the last Retrenchment Committee recommended that so far us the Members 
of the Executive Council or Ministers appointed under the present 
constitution were concerned, they should receive a salary of Rs. 4,000 a 
month. Of course it is put in n somewhut mysterious form, because I 
find that the members of the Retrenchment Committee hacfan abundance 
of regard and affection for the present Members of the Cabinet and 
therefore for reasous which it is difficult to explain, the Committee say* 
that the Members appointed in future should he appointed on a pay of 
Rs. 4,000 per mensem. Personally speaking, I am not prepared to make 
a distinction between the present incumbents and the incumbents that 
might coiue in future under the present constitution. As my friend 
Mr.Rasu pointed out, during the last few years Ve jjave discussed the 
question of reduction of the salary of Ministers a number of times when 
# we*ee considering the budget estimate for the year. Sir, the first point 
which I would like to lay stress upon is that there is no country in the 
where a salary of Rs. 64,000 per year is payable to the Ministers 
of thf Government. I would, Sir, challenge the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice 
b .point out a single instance in any country where the salary payable 
to a responsible Minister is more than or even equals Rs. 64,000. 

Sir, I have no desire to refer in detail to the salaries payable to the 
Prime Minister or other Ministers of England. There is one point to 
which t would draw youT special attention and that is that whereat 
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in the case of England the average per capita income comes to |%cmt 
He. 12,000, in India it comes to about Rs. 11G. I am giving Mr. Shirras’ 
figure — I hope Mr. Gilchrist will correct me if I am wrong — which 
comes to abou y Rs. 116. According to Mr. K. T. Shah’s figure, it comes 
to Rs. 52 and if you accept that figure, so much the better. But even 
if you accept 11s. 116 it will serve the purposes of comparison. So if 
you take the salary of the British Prime Minister, it comes to about 60 
* times the average per capita income of an ordinary Britisher. But if 
- you take the salary of a Minister in this unfortunate country, you will 
find that it is more thun 400 times the average per capita income 
ordinary Indian; it comes to about 1,230 times the average incoiftpif 
if you accept Mr. K. T. Shah’s figure. If you turn, Sir, to the 
salary of Ministers payable in the British dominions where the'j^r 
capita income is much more than the pci capita income in 
India, you will find that in Canada the Prime Minister gats 
about. Rs. 45,000 a year, the Ministers get R*. 3,000 each per month*; so 
far as the provincial Ministers, are concerned, they get much less Jhan 
this figure. The same, Sir, is the case with regard to the other States — 

2 New Zealand, Australia, South Africa. Again when you come to the 
Irish Free States the salary of the Prime Minister there wa^ Rs. 35,000 
a year, but when Mr. DeValera assumed office, he brought it down to 
Rs. 13,000 per year. If you go to Germany there President Hindenburg 
gets a salary of about Rs. 55,000 per year plus certain allowances. Our 
hon’ble friends, the Members of the Cabinet and Ministers, may con- 
gratulate themselves that in one respect at any rate they have out- 
Hindenburged Hindenburg — surely, not a mean achievement. The same 
Sir, is the case in Italy where the salary of Ministers is Rs. 16,000. If 
you go to Japan, which is an Eastern country, the salary of the Prime 
Minister there is Rs. 14,000 and the salary of other Ministers is Its. 9,400 
, per year. So I think I am correct in saying that there is no country in 
the whole of the civilised world where the salaries payable to the respon- 
sible Ministers of the Crown are equal to what is payable in British 
India. One of the reasons of course was that this salary was meant for 
people coming six thousand miles from their home, for serving the interest 
■of India — and incidentally their own ! But there is no reason why the 
salaries payable in the children of the soil should not be reduced. Now, 
Sir, when we turn to one of the sister provinces, the province of Bombay, 
we find there a state of affairs which certainly deserves special 
•consideration. 

Sir, a time there was when a distinguished son of Bombay said that 
^‘what Bengal think* to-day, the rest of India thinks to-morrow” — that 
was years ago. At any rate to-day in 1933, we must ask our friends, 
the Ministers in Bengal, to do what the Ministers are doing in Bombay 
without any loss of efficiency so far as the administration goes. We 
.find, Sir, that in Bombay not only has the sise of the Cabinet been 
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d, but the salary *of the Ministers has been fixed at Re. 4,000 per 
while the salary of the Members of the Executive Council 
continues to remain at Rs. 5,3*33 odd, Rs. 64,000 a year (Dr. 
Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta : It was a voluntary cut). I am told by 
Dr. Sen Gupta that it is a voluntary sacrifice. That, Sir, speaks all 
the better for the Ministers themselves. I do not think that the Ministers 
in Bombay have suffered in the eyes of the world or that their prestige 
has been affected ip any way by receiving a salary of Rs. 4,000 a month. * 
Ljhe other hand, if you look at their names you will find that Govern- ** 
have not been slow’ in recognising their services and they have 
en honours to those gentlemen who have rendered distinguished ser- ? 
vices to the State. 1 often think of the fine sentiment winch the Hon’ble * 
Mr: Prentice sometimes iried to express while speaking on the Terrorists 
Outrages Bill, lie reminds us tliut he is — not he alone but his Govern- 
ment are — anxious that they should hand over to the Government that is 
coming in the future a fine and noble record of work and service so that 
they may be able to follow in their footsteps. This would certainly be 
a fine example to leave behind. I would appeal to the Hon’ble Ministers 
— it has been already made perfectly (dear that these motions are not in 
nny way to In* regarded us a censure upon the present personnel — I 
would appeal to them to jmuse for a moment and consider whether it 
would not be possible urnl desirable to accept a lower salary which would 
be compatible with their position and dignity, at the same time deli-, 
berately making a distinction Wtween themselves and the reserved side > 
of the Cabinet, which practically belongs to the class of untouchables 
because we cnnnot touch their salaries. I hope, Sir, my ap|K*al will not 
go iu vain. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Those who want to speak on motions of economic 
cuts of a substantial character may do so now. Those who want to*, 
criticise the policy or administration of the Hon’ble Ministers may wait 
till the token cuts relating to such matters are moved. 


Babil J1TENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I am afraid I shall have to 
oppose the whole series of these motions. I say 1 am afraid — for on three 
previous occasions I had the honour of moving a total refusal of the 
salaries of Ministers: but that was as a protest against Dyarchy on 
principle, and I never based my opposition upon the feeble ground of 
economy alone. 

In view of the striking developments foreshadowed in the White 
Taper, the, present debate seems to me to be worse than academic — it is 
futile, purposeless and fruitless to a degree. It seems we are like children 
toying with pebbles upon the shore, while the great ocean of life roare 
and rushes before us, big with untold possibilities that may make or 
«arW destiny. Sir, the future is before its with its strange contexture 
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of colours, now bright with glimmering hope, now dark with shadows 
of coming doom. And it is this future which obsesses me entirely to the 
exclusion of all trivial details about a paltry reduction in the salary of 
the Ministers. And yet, since the matter is likely to be pushed to a vote, 
I owe it to myself to set forth the reasons in support of my conduct. 

Sir, I am quite free to admit that the Treasury bench is both over- 
crowded and overpaid. We have far too many occupants of that bench, 
and they are paid on far too generous a scale. But t?his charge of over- 
crowding — it can be brought with far greater justice against the rigid, 
permanent, immovable part of the Government against the Members pf 
the Executive Council and not so much against the department of the 
Ministers. 

There has sprung up a fashion of late of multiplying and swelling up 
the work which our high officers are called upon to perforin. We learn 
from the poet that — 

There is a great text in Galatious — 

Once you trip upon it entails, 

Twenty-nine distinct damnations, 

Each Bues if the other fails. 

This verse must have been present in the minds of the Retrenchment 
Committee, when counting up the functions of those obsolescent officers 
known as Commissioners of Divisions, they found that these totalled up 
to just six hundred and twenty-nine! And following up the same 
arithmetical process of enumeration we may count up the functions of the 
Executive Committee till they number six thousand six hundred and 
twenty-nine! But leaving poetry and arithmetic aside, what does 
common sense tell us** Sir, I do uot wish to minimise the gravity or 
importance of the work which the members of the Executive Council are 
called upon to perform. But, after all, what is the nature of that work? 
Is it not largely of a machine-made, mechanical, routine type, the 
character of which has been settled and stereotyped by long generations 
of settled, constant qnd uniform practice? Land Revenue, Justice, 
Appointments, Fffia&ce — the words sound big: but is there any policy 
to be initiated in those departments, any pioneer work to be undertaken, 
any programme to be laid down and to be watched with sedulous care as it 
evolves itself in practice? Nay, routine, policy and programme — have 
they not been settled from long beforehand ? And so far as the present- 
day members of the (Vj^cil are concerned, have they not simply, con* 
tentedly, I might almost say, Uxily to follow in the rut? No doubt, 
tbay are called upon to make decisions from hour to hour. But even this 
work of reaching decisions has been enormously facilitated by the labours 
pf previous generations of administrators. When the late Mr. Bhupaadna 
Nath Basu was Member in charge of Lend Revenue for some time, lie 
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use# to say that, so far as the normal duties of his office were concerned, 
they did not even require his daily attendance at office — 10 minutes per 
day «| home were sufficient for the purpose. No doubt Sir Provash 
works' twelve hours a day — all credit to him — but I give the testimony 
of a previous incumbent of the office for all that it may be worth. 

And now contrast with this the nature of the work that falls upon our 
Ministers. I do not say they do it or are capable of doing it — the 
personal equation Moes not enter my mind at all for the time being — 
but just consider the nature of the work they have got to do. Industry, 
Agriculture, Education, Sanitation, Public Health — all this is virgin 
soil, where not a sod has yet been out, where there is enormous work still 
to be done and waiting only for the man and the moment to do it. To 
make Bengal educated and literate, to make Bengal prosperous and 
thriving, to make Bengal a sweet, clear and wholesome place to live in — 
here, Sir, is a man’s work to be done, calling for the Atlantaran shoulders 
of a giant minister of the future! And I tremble to think whether the 
man will be forthcoming when the hour demands him! 

Sir, in these department* which the Ministers are called upon to 
administer, there is as yet no settled formula or plan of work. Policies 
have to be initiated, programmes have to be laid down, even the very 
routine of work has to be evolved : and if it requires 4 Members to do 
the work of the Executive Council, the number of Ministers ought to be 
more and not less. 

There is another aspect to this question of overcrowding. The 
Executive Council is rigid, immovable and permanent — beyond the reach 
of our praise or blame. The Ministers, on the other Imnd, are our ruen, 
our representatives, in a sense our servants. They are our* to make or 
mar, ours to praise or blame, ours to censure and pas* judgment upon. 
We placed them on that pedestal, and we can pull them down from 
there. Also, in the seats of the mighty, in the high place* of the Govern- 
ment, they are intended to be our spokesmen, our champions and our 
bulwark. Whether they <-an play their parts successfully or not, I do 
not know — for the time, I do not care. But this is what they are intended 
and expected to do: and in these circumstances^ would it be prudent, 
politic or fair to reduce their number and cripple 4ht*collective volume 
of their strength f 

Passing on to the question of payment, I am free to admit that I 
stand upon fur weaker ground here. I have said already, and I shall 
say again, that our Ministers and Members of the Executive Council a re 
all overpaid. But the evil is universal ; it does not stop with the 
Ministers alone : our munsifs, magistrates, judges, even judge* of the 
High Court — they are all overpaid. And the cause of this over-payment 
is not far to seek. The salaries of our pdblie officials havaheen tied 
with reference to European standards. The European Members of the 
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Services demand high salaries for themselves; and to keep themselves 
in countenance — not to allow the disparity to be too marked aiui^ro- 
minent— they have to fix the salaries of the Provincial Servient a 
correspondingly high level. The result is universal wasttLl.Sir, 
Mahatma Gandhi said sometime ago that no man in India deserved a 
salary of more than Its. 500 per month. And widely as I differ from 
Mahatma Gandhi in some of his recent political developments, I am 
almost inclined to be one with him here. Sir, we Indians are a frugal 
and simple-living people : European standards of comfort and luxury 
do not appeal to us : our history, our culture, our traditions are all 
against the same: and we can manage to be content with salaries far 
less ample than are now granted to our public servants. And so, in 
theory, there is no justification for the present pay of the Ministers. 
But here too I am confronted with the same difficulty as before. We 
cannot touch a stiver of the salary paid to Members of the 
Executive Council; we can touch the pay of the Ministers’ 
only; and the question is — the sum of Its. 50,000 or Rs. 80,000 
or Rs. 1,00,000 which we shall be able to save on this score 
— will it be sufficient to re-habilitate the economic structure of Bengal? 
For, bear in mind that this is only for a year. The constitution is now 
in the melting: a bare twelve months or more — 14 months more, and 
you can remould the whole tiling to your heart’s desire. You can fix 
your Ministers’ salaries at a hundred rupees or Rs. 500 or Rs. 1,000, 
just as you like. Meanwhile, if we make this reduction now, will it not 
he construed as a vote of censure upon the collective body of the 
Ministers! You may say that it is not intended to be a vote of censure, 
but what will be the proliable, the inevitable effect upon the public 
mind? And gpeaking for myself, I must frankly say that I am not 
prepared, just at this moment, to pass such a vote of censure upon the 
collective body of the Ministers: They have done nothing to deserve 
it at our hands. I shall not enter now into the question of their personal 
merits or demerits. We all have a reasonably high opinion of ourselves, 
and we are all acutely conscious — not of our own defects, but of one 
another’s defects. And so, it has often happened that, when the Nawab 
Bahadur or the Ilon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad has been speaking, I have 
said to myself “k»cqjdfid have put that point better, or could have 
straightened that knot more dexterously, just as the case might be.” 
But this, after all, Sir, is only one individual vanity : and I am free to 
admit, once again, that as a team the Ministers have done their work 
well and have not deserved any censure at our hands. And so, if this 
motion is put to the vote, I shall have to record my opinion against it. 


Mr, IHANTI 3HIKHARE3WAR RAY t May I point out. Sir, that 
my motion No. 365 proposes mors or less an eoonomic oat. 
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m PR til DENT: No, that is a token cut and von cannot move it 

■ir * * 
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Mr. 4. N. CUPTA: \\V h*i vc just heard the very eloquent address 
of Mr. Bannerjee and he certainly made out a very strong case why if we 
cannot reduce the number of Executive Councillors we should not try 
*to reduce the number of Ministers. The reasons why we cannot and 
should not reduce the number of Ministers should be well known and 
are appreciated by till of u.v It will certainly be a very {front mistake 
if we should try to reduce the number of Ministers. In fact when 
the new Government comes in I think the question will be seriously 
considered whether the number of Ministers should not be increased 
and given a smaller scale of salary. But we are discussing the question 
of the pay of the Ministers. Mr. Bannerjee has not advanced any 
substantial reasons why this should not lie done. He repeated the old 
argument that inasmuch as the Members of the Executive Council are 
drawing a higher pay if we reduce the pay of the Ministers it will 
tie undermining their position in the eyes of the public. This argu- 
ment Mr. Kynmuprosad Mookerjee has already met very effectively. He 
has poiuted out that in a sister Presidency the pay of the Ministers 
has been decreased or rather the Ministers have voluntarily accepted a 
lower pa\, and their action has been followed not by any decrease in 
the estimation of the public hut on the other hand by a very marked 
. increase in their popularity not only in the eyes of the public hut also 
of Government. I would request Mr. Bannerjee to tell me of a single 
responsible paper in India which expressed the least dissatisfaction with 
the action of the Bombay Ministers. I am quite sure he will not lie 
able to do so. On the contrary every responsible paper acclaimed the 
action of the Ministers. I am quite sure that the hackneyed argument 
of Mr. Bannerjee is entirely fallacious. As far as the constituencies 
are concerned who are supposed to have sent up the Ministers to their 
places on the Treasury Bench, most of them will hail such action on 
the part of the Ministers as a laudable example of public spirit and 
self-sacrifice. Sir, Mr. Mookerjee has gone into details and shown how 
the Ministers as well as Members of the Exec tyiv<^ Council — a point 
on which Mr. Bannerjee entirely agrees with me — are drawing a scale 
of pay which is far higher than the pay of public servants of any other 
civilised country. In Bengal, which is after all one of the poorest 
provinces in India, can we afford to continue to pay on this excessive 
scale of salary It has been argued that after a year we will get our 
own Ministers under the new constitution. Why not wait till thenf 
On that point the answer given by Mr. Basu is conclusive. If we are 
satisfied that Bengal cannot afford to pay the Ministers or the Members 
of the Executive Council, over whom we have unfortunately no statu- 
tory power, such fat salaries, if we are convinced of that, what earthly 
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reason is there for us to wait one single day? It is a question of prin- 
ciple which ought to appeal to Mr. Bannerjee and to all Hon'ble Mam* 
hers of this House. In the flood of his eloquence, Mr. Bannerjee quite 
forgot this important issue. If we feel that Bengal has one hundred 
and one pressing needs, of which he has himself given such an eloquent 
picture, in the field of agriculture, in the field of public health and 
in all other spheres which should go to make Bengal a prosperous 
province, should we not conserve every pice of our resources and spend 
the money in those departments and directions in *hich they are so 
urgently needed? I ask Mr. Bannerjee to ponder on that point. I 
want, however, to make it clear that in voting for this motion I do not 
want to cast auy reflection on the personnel of the present Ministry. 
In my humble judgment each of them has done good work, having 
regard to the means at their disposal. It is not because Nawab Faroqui, 
or Mr. Singh Hoy or Mr. Nazimuddin have failed in their duties 
that I support this motion, but the reason why I do support this motion 
• is from a very strong sense of public duty. A supreme and urgent 
sense of duty makes me feel that Bengal cannot possibly afford to pay 
its servauts the excessive, extravagant and to some extent unnecessarily 
high scales of pay which it is doing. If we really have the love of 
our province at heart, we cannot close our eyes to this undeniable fact 
because of these sophistries that we have got only one year more to 
go, and, therefore, we should not lower the prestige of the Ministers 
and give them a pay lower than what the Executive Councillors enjoy. 
They ure mere sophistries. Sir, if we are really true to what we feel. 

I do not think there should be a moment’s hesitation in voting for this 
motion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: It would be extremely 
delicate for me to approach this question for the reason that very re- 
cently I had to sit as a member of the Retrenchment Committee. But 
if I am taking part in this debate, it is because I want to make my 
position as a number of this House clear. Sir, as a member of the 
Retrenchment Committee we have found that it is not merely the 
Ministry but the pay of every civil service of the province, the Indian 
Civil Service, the Pqwiucial Civil Service, the Indian Educational 
Service, and evfl-y « other service require to he lowered, and if 
the finances of Bengal are to be placed on a sound footing, we cannot 
afford to pay any more the high amount of salaries which we are pay- 
mg now all round. Let me make this point perfsctlv clear that when 
we recommended that there should be an all round cut in the pay and 
salaries and a revision in the scale of salaries everywhere and other 
retrenchments we did not think that that (would alone be a eolation 
of the financial position of Bengal, Even if all our recommendations 
were giveu effect to in full, Bengal’s financial position would be «uefc 
that it would require much more than the resources mentioned in tbt 
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Whitf Paper, and as a member of this House I must say one word that 
these retrenchment measures are not the solution of Bengali financial 
position. If really Bengal wants to place its financial position on a 
proper basis, if we want to take up work in the nation-building depart* 
ments, then the Retrenchment Committee’s measures will be merely 
helpful in getting some portion of the revenues we require. Having 
done that. Sir, I beg to say this much that our position was that so 
far as Bengal is concerned, from the Minister down to the lowest 
officer — at least tla>se who are getting over Rs. 100 per month — their 
salaries should be cut. But what is the position to-day? I find that 
this Legislative Council only the other day passed a resolution in which 
they refused to cut the salaries of the Executive Councillors, and if 
I am not mistaken, I think in a motion recently passed, this House has, 
in effect, given a wide berth to the Treasury benches to do with the re- 
port of the Retrenchment Committee as it chooses, Having done that, 
I feel that it will not he consistent with this House if it only takes 
up one cut in salary and leaves others in the hands of Government. 
My position is that it is not merely the saUries of the Treasury benches 
but the salaries of every officer, which should be the subject matter 
of reduction. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: V ou are moving in the seventh wonder. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEt I am not prepared to 
move in the seventh wonder in which my friend perhaps is moving 
just now, hut I teel that this is not the time when we should take only 
one measure and sit tight. I am quite willing to vote with the House 
that the Ministers’ salary should Ice reduced if the House reror.ls its 
approval to the 1 eduction of the salary of every other pOst in this pro- 
vince; but if that is not done, if it only amounts to passing a motion 
for the reduction of the salary of the Ministers, then 1 feel it will not be 
doing full justice to the Ministers. What Bengal needs is a reduction 
of salaries of all officers whether Ministers or subordinate officers, and 
the House must devise some means by which it shall be made possible 
to do so. I feel, Sir, that so far as the reduction of the number of 
the Cabinet is concerned, my definite view has J>een that the number 
of Ministers should not be less than the number <Jf Executive Council- 
lors, and that is a constitutional position that I take up on the eve of 
a change in which we shall have all Ministers. It would not be sound 
to reduce the number of Ministers below the number of Executive 
Councillors. That being so, my position is that so far as the Cabinet 
is concerned 

Mr. NAftINDRA KUMAR BABUs How do you reconcile your 
recommendation for two Members of the Executive Council and three 
Ministers? 
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Khan Bahadur Maulvf A2I2ULHAQUE: Sir, I was going to say 
that it i« simple arithmetic. I pleaded for three Ministers and two 
Executive Councillors. That is the position which I am definitely 
taking up even now, and that if there is to be a reduction, I am con- 
vinced that it would not be desirable that there should be no reduction 
of Ministers. As regards pay, we recommend, so long as the present 
constitution lasts, it should not be more than Rs. 4,000 in the case of 
new incumbents and in the future constitution not more than Rs. 3.600. 
But this reduction should not be made in the case- of the Ministers 
alone, if nothing is to be done in other directions, if there is no means 
by which it will be possible to reduce salaries all round, I would 
stop and not reduce the Minister’s salary alone. That is not the 
proper wav of dealing with this matter. If you leave everything in 
the dark and take up this question of individual salaries alone, I think 
we would be confronted with certain consequences which might be 
interpreted in a different way. As my friend, Mr. J. L. Bacnerjee, 
with whom I have often had the misfortune to differ for years past, 
has pointed out, leading politicians discussed the matter and rightly 
or wrongly they came to the conclusion that the salaries of Ministers 
should not be less than that, of the Executive Councillors. I always 
thought that this was an argument with which even if we could not agree, 
we must give due deference to. There is a solid bulk of public opinion 
in this country — not of superficial thinkers — but of thinkers of some 
moment, thinkers who have given lead to the present constitution and 
who are capable of giving advice on a most important question like 
this, that there should not be a reduction in the salaries of the Ministers 
in comparison with Executive Councillors. 

As regard** charities, whether they should give charities or not, 
I feel that is not a matter which I should dictate to them. We cannot 
force a charity on any Member or Minister. Whether they do it or 
not is a different matter. But so far as the present discussion is con- 
cerned, I would Hponclude by saying that if it is an isolated case, then 
I am opposed to any question of reduction of Ministers’ salaries alone; 
but if it is a question of an all-round reduction in the salaries of offi- 
cers in this province, »T am entirely in favour of it because I feel that 
it is time for us tS crir halt and do something for our province. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CNOWDNURY: Sir, we have had so much debate 
on the question qf Ministers’ salaries for the last 12 years that I do 
not think that I shall throw any fresh light on the subject. But when 
Mr. Gupta, after enjoying an Indian Civil Service salary for the la*t 
34 years and enjoying all the emoluments of high pay, high travelling 
allowance, and high everything else comes forward to question the prin- 
ciple of high salary, this it more than we can stand. 
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Sir, another new theory which hu^been advanced and very nicely 
put by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee is the per capita theory. WehaYC 
heard. Sir, on mauy occasions about the salary of the Prime Minister 
of Japan and other countries, but this is neither here nor there. Th*>« 
principle factor that weighs in this House is why should there be any 
differentiation between a Member of the Executive Council and a Minis* 
ter? It has nothing to do with the prestige on the basis of high pay; 
it has nothing to do with the status; but we know, Sir, that greater 
men than those who adorn the benches of this House — men like Ba! 
Gangadhar Tilak have openly declared before the Joint Committee and 
elsewhere that there should be no differentiation between the salary of 
a Minister and of a Member of the Executive Council. Our friend 
Mr. Gupta referred to criticism in newspapers. These Extremist papers 
have been criticizing the high salaries. Sir, we did not care about 
the newspapers. They were out to kill dyarchy on thp pretext of at- 
tacking the Minister’s salnry. I would request my friends not to ad- 
vance any old arguments. I**t them reud the proceedings of the Council 
for the last 12 wars — they would know that no new arguments have 
been put forward in this connection to-day. 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I think with 
the Retrenchment Committee’s report before us, it is our supreme duty 
at this moment to try to press on the Government the reasonableness 
of accepting the Retrenchment Committee’s report and giving effect to 
it. That seems to l>e the serious business in which we are engaged. 
It seems to me that the discussion of the question of Ministers’ salaries 
at this time is a bit of side-tracking of the main business which ought 
to engage our sole attention now — the business of bringing about a real 
and substantial retrenchment of wasteful expenditure. W4e mean really 
to discuss the Retrenchment Committee's report and try to have the 
report given effect to. It will be a poor consolation to us if we return 
home with the idea that we have succeeded in reducing the Ministers' 
salaries by a few thousand rupees while we have failed altogether to 
effect any retrenchment on the reserved side or even to have a “t” cut or 
an “i” dotted so far as the budget on the reserved side is concerned. 
This annual discussion has been going on for a Jong time past and it 
cannot, therefore, be said that we are ho placed in thitfsyear of economic 
distress that nothing will help the Government so much as a cut in the 
salaries of the Ministers. As a matter of fact I admit there is a general 
feeling that the Ministers should not be granted such high salaries. 
The finances of the country does not permit the grunting of snch salaries 
and our sentiments are also to the contrary. But in spite of all this 
I do not see any reason why we should devote so much time to this 
question, which has been discussed on the ioor of the House year after 
year without success. There are more important matters, more im* 
{lortant items in the Report of the Retrenchment Committee, about 
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which we are all agreed, and which are likely to cause much greater 
livings such as abolition of certain high posts like the posts of Division- 
al Commissioners and there are other items which we can more pro- 
fitably discuss. It is up to us, therefore, to address ourselves to them 
and see if we can carry the Government with us. If we find that 
Government will not budge an inch from the position they have so far 
taken up it will not serve our purpose or the real interest of the country 
Jto have only a few thousands cut from the Ministers' salaries. 
It appears to me also that we should have some respect for the re- 
commendations of the Retrenchment Committee, which was a committee 
really appointed at the request of this House and which had two pro- 
minent members of this House on it. They make it clear that they 
are unwilling to make a distinction between the Members of the Execu- 
tive Council and the Ministers in the matter of pay. What they say 
as that Rs. 4,000 should be the salary all round for Members as well 
jag Ministers, in future and if there is any change in future in the 
Cabinet of the Government of Bengal, i.e., if any new entrants are 
taken in it, either as Members of Council or as Ministers, they should 
draw Rs. 4,000 a month instead of the present pay. That shows that 
the committee was unwilling to make any distinction between one half 
of the Government and the other; on the other hand I do not think 
that salary alone makes for prestige for salaries drawn by responsible 
Ministers in other countries are much less than they are here and 
on that account they do uot suffer from want of prestige. Therefore, 
when we get our own government it will be up to us to see that our 
Ministers do get a salary which is not out of proportion to our means. 
But at present the position is that we have got two parts of the Gov- 
ernment. It is therefore that the analogy of other countries does not hold 
good here, at, present. By a cut in the pay of the Ministers we shall 
be creating distinction not favoured by the recommendations of the 
Retrenchment Committee and by some of our emineut political leaders 
as has been mentioned by my frieud Mr. J. L. Banaerjee and others. 
However that b#, Sir, with the short time before us before the new 
constitution is ushered in, I think we ought not to make so much capital 
of the Ministers’ salaries, especially it having been admitted on all 
hands that there is no complaint to be made against the present Minis- 
ters who have alk done their duties well, considering the difficult times. 
That being the general opinion. I think it would be the unkindest cut 
of all if having failed to effect economies in other directions we practi* 
oally give evidence of no confidence in the Ministers by reducing their 
salary. So I oppose the motion. 


M Mutter JOCfitH CHANDRA ICNi Sir, I want the Minis- 
ters to retire at once so that some of ug who have time and ample leisnxn 
and alto experience at our credit may try this Dillikaladdo. Sir, last 
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yew Has House had not had the opportunity to settle accounts with 
the Hon'ble Ministers. It has almost become a convention to scruti- 
nise the work and activities of Ministers at this time of the year. I 
take it. Sir, that it has nothin# to do with the personnel but our real 
target is the Constitution which is in operation for the last 10 years or 
so. Has not the Council expressed its strongest disapproval of the 
Constitution by overthrowing the Ministry on two or three occasions 
when, Sir, the outspoken and fearless Swarajists were in power. If 
you cannot effect cuts in other departments what is the good of attack- 
ing the Ministers alone and save Rn. 30,000 only — a petty sum with 
which you cannot do any real good. Now that we are on the eve of 
a great change we think we may do away with the conventional attack. 
But, Sir, if even at this stage it is proved that the Hon'ble Ministers 
have deliberately and wilfully gone against the interest of the country; 
then. Sir, they cannot escape. We must then have our three pounds 
of flesh and an ounce more in the case of the Hon’hle Education Minis- 
ter, hut I am afraid we cannot have a drop of blood as there is none 
in them just now. They have, I am confidentialy informed, already 
packed their luggage and tied their baggage waiting for kind orders. 
Sir, this is the life of a Minister of a province. As creature or creation 
of the Constitution they are. I find, helpless, then why should you 
attack them. A bankrupt Government whose income goes mainly for 
Police administration and high establishment cost and maintenance of 
dredgers cannot do better. If Messrs. Woodhend and Blandy shake 
their heads once then His Excellency even cannot improve the situution, 
what to speak of the Ministers. For all these Constitution alone is to 
be blamed, and we have done that on every opportune moment and 
we should now conserve all our energies for the Reformed Constitution. 
The White Paper will give us enough food for deliberation and T would 
invite all to throw constructive suggestions and not to waste their valu- 
able time or energy over the present form of Ministry which would 
be, a year hence, a thing of the past and become a chapter in our 
history. In criticising their action we may have to attack the personnel 
and pass uncharitable remarks hut would it he dignified, would it be 
fair to part with them like that when we know full well that they are 
not personnally responsible for these shortcomings? In their sphere 
which is certainly very limited some of the Hou’blP Ministers have 
rendered a pretty good account of themselves. With little insight into 
the budget I can say that there is a great possibility before us and if 
we are given proper powers and facilities with proper men at the helm 
to work them out then the day will not be distant when we would 
find instead, of a (burning ghat) a happy hearth and home with 
•miling millions all around. And our vision of a realcwtwtl (Golden 
Bengal) will b^ realised. Take out a leaf from the history of Japan in 
tfeft'Mtji era and let the new Government follow the same policy and act 
like parents of the vast population and not like (step-father). 



DEMAND FOB GRANT. 


[20th Mae., 


We must have a place of honour in the League of Nations. I hope, 
Sir, I will not be misunderstood. I want a good understanding — a good 
will to reign in this House and every one — Hindus, Muhammadans, 
Christians — to work hand in hand with one and only one object, that is 
the uplift and amelioration of our motherland. 

With these words I oppose all attempts to throw out the Ministry. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: I rise to support the motion which has 
been moved by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. Before I speak on his 
motion I would offer a word of apology to my esteemed friend 
Mr. J. L. Bannerjee. I have been listening to his speeches since I 
was a college student and many a time and oft have I been carried 
off my feet by the rush of his torrential eloquence. I deem it a 
great privilege that us a member of this Council I am treated to 
such eloquence day after day here, but I must confess that after 
being a member of this Council and listening to some of his speeches 
I have developed the penchant of sometimes interrupting him and 
making remarks, which will, 1 know, annoy him, only to bring out 
fresh sallies of his eloquence. I hope mv friend will forgive me if 
I cannot resist this penchant of mine. 1 support the motion of 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee whole-heartedly for this leason that I 
firmly believe that m this country public service is paid and rewarded 
in a way that has no parallel elsewbeie in the civilized world, as 
has been eloquently and ably (minted out by Mr. Syumaprosad 
Mookerjee. It has been said that the lesser the salary you pay to* 
your Ministers who are your own representatives the lower you reduce 
their prestige in the public estimation. I totally dissociate myself 
from any sufli idea. Public service should itself be its own reward. 
To have the privilege of participating in and presiding over high 
national transactions should lie honour enough to be coveted by any 
citizen of the country. Our Ministers are given this privilege; they 
have not come here to seek a career like — I say this without any 
disrespect to them — the Members of the Indian Civil Service; our 
Ministers are here ns our representatives to render public service to 
their country. If public service is not a reward enough for them 
then let them wyite* themselves down as unfit to be our representatives 
in the councils of Government. Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee has pro- 
posed that Rs. 4,000 a month should be the salary which each 
Minister should be content with. Our High Court Judges are paid 
that sum. No one will suggest for a moment that 

(Here the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mwtvi ABUL QUABIMt As I was saying, Sir, our High Court 
Judges are paid Rs. 4,000 a month each. No one will venture to 
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•ay or suggest that our Ministers do really deserve a higher salary 
than that. It has been said that their prestige will be lowered j oa 
the contrary I am firmly of opinion that in these days of unheard*of 
economic depression, when the income of all classes of people has 
been reduced incredibly low, they should agree to receiving a lower 
salary than they actually receive. If they do that, they would be 
setting an example which will raise them immeasurably in the 
estimation of their countrymen and the moral effect which it is bound 
to produce will be* immense. It has been said that the money that 
might he saved by cutting down the Ministers' salary to Us. 4,000 
would not benefit anybody. That cannot he true. Ijet me give one 
example. The country is suffering incredibly. I come from a rural 
area and 1 know that c haritahle dispensaries and kala-axar centres 
in the rural areas cannot cope with the demands on their slender 
resources, haviug regard to the depleted income of the district boards 
at the presenl time. If this money that would he saved hv reducing 
the Ministers' salary to Rs. 4,000, us has been proposed by 
Mr. Mookerjee, could be distributed among the district boards in order 
that they might augment the 1 resources of the charitable dispensaries 
and kulu-uzur centres, that would mean un appreciable relief to the 
rural people. 

With these words I wholeheartedly associate myself with the 
appeal made by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee to the Ministers that 
they will have the grace to accept a voluntary reduction of their 
• salaries. 


The Hon’bla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Sir, 1 sympathised very 
much with Mr. K. C. Kay Chowdhury when he said that all that 
had been said this afternoon had l>een urged before and that it was 
practically impossible to say anything new. I am exactly in the same 
position, as I have nothing new to say. I have only to recapitulate 
once again the position as regards the Ministers — their number and 
salary. I do not propose to spend much time over the number, 
because the discussion has been mainly with regard to the salary. 
As regards number it is a matter entirely for Hi* Karellency. Under 
section 52 of the Act His Excellenry appoints Ministers and he has 
appointed three and so there are three. 

Turning to the question of salary, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, from 
his experience, has given you the full account of all the discussions 
that took place before the present constitution came into existence 
so far as they concerned the Indian National Congress and the 
expression of non-official opinion. I shall go further and shall remind 
yen that the Joint Select Committee that reported on the Government 
el Mia Bill 
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Mr. lYAMAPROEAD MOOKERJEE: Do you endorse the recom- 
niendation of the Indian National Congress ? 

The Hon’bl# Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I did not say that I 

accepted the recommendation of the Congress. I suggested that 
Mr. Bannerjee gave a history of the case from that point of view. 
The Joint Select Committee recommended that the status of the 
Ministers should be similar to that of the Members of the Executive 
Council, and when the new constitution came into being, Hie 
Excellency uppointed the first set of Ministers on the same salary os 
that drawn by the Members of the Executive Council. That was in 
the beginning of 1921 and on the 10th and 11th February, 1921, the 
question was debated at length as to what the salary of the Ministers 
should be and proposals were made for the following salaries: 
Rs. 1,000 a month, £1,500 a year, Rs. 2,500 a month, Rs. 3,000, and 
Rs. 3,500 a month. All these proposals were defeated and the Council 
then decided that the Ministers should have the same salary as 
Members of the Executive Council, and that has been the case ever 
since. It is argued that because of the financial situation of Bengal, 
that decision should be altered and we have had certain proposals 
made to-day. But it will be noted, as has been referred to by some 
of the speakers, that the Retrenchment Committee in its report did 
not recommend any alteration of salary for the existing Ministers. 
They made a recommendation as regards the Members and Ministers 
who might succeed those at present in office, and might be in office* 
until the new Reforms come into l>eing. So this recommendation for 
the reduction of the salary of the present Ministers does not even 
have the support of the Retrenchment Committee. What we have 
heard during the debate to-day is the old story about the salaries paid 
to Ministers in other countries. But l think that in view of the 
position taken up in this Council all these years that there should 
be no differ**©* in status between the Ministers and the Members and 
in view of the fact that difference in salary is usually taken to 
indicate a difference in status, it is irrelevant at present to discuss 
what Ministers get iu other countries. For I do not think there can 
be any doubt th^t ifbs true that in this country status is very largely 
dependent on the pay drawn by the persons concerned. The higher 
the pay the greater is the status, that is a general truth in this 
country. It would reduce the status of the Ministers and it would 
be departing from the long continued and oft-repeated decision of 
this Council, if we made any change now. 

Sir, we have had references to Bombay, but, as I said the other 
day, I do not know what conditions in Bombay are and I do net knew 
'what the position as regards the Ministers there is. One member 
•aid that they had mads a voluntary surrender. Well 4* 1001 a . 
voluntary surrender was announced by the then Ministers, fcut that 
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it a matter entirely for the individual* concerned, and I think it 
would be an impertinence to suggest to the present Ministers th*t 
they should make a voluntary’ reduction, so that the amount may be 
spent in charity. I suggest, Sir, that the right course for the Coundjf 
is to maintain the salary that is being paid to the Ministers no# 
until the new constitution comes into being. 

The motions of Mr. P. Banerji, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu (two 
motions) and Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri were then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYCt. 


AN, SmW Rmui. 
an, imm I?* hm*«. 

Nt» » H , Mr. e. 

Nam, Mr. NwMn Naanr. 
tlliAir l, lata NMMrt Mum. 
Skav S ka ry, NnW Rml Akar. 
r t f KNS k, AmM MakMiataS. 
Napte, Mr. A N. 

N*M,N«4 I artaSat. 

Karla, ■ atari AMaL 


Kku, M atari TaMteaSSta. 

Mtati, Nr. N. 

Maarta, Kkaa ItkaAr NiliaaH AMat. 
Maakw|aa, Hr. S fw p maS . 
faaaaai, MaaOri Alta 
Nay, Mr. Bkaatt kkakkarmrar. 

|a«4 iala * 

Nay, taka MaaSra Natt. 
laa Nayta, Nr. Narvik SkaaBra. 


NOKI. 


Kfcvaja Makavauta, Kkaa 


1 Anaatraaf, Mr. W. L. 
Bafcak, Maatat • y* MaJM. 


•aaarN. Nai Bakaiar Nwkak OkaaSra. 


Bata, taka rirtta tra Natk. 
BtakNy, Mr. S. N. 

Btm, K.I.K. 

Sara, Nr. M. N. 


>. B. 4. 

•aayar, Mr. ft. A. 
VHn, Hr. B. . 
lew Nai I 


X. «. M„ Kkaa 


fknNMA «r. L , «. 


passes: S mmm » 

«r 



H a a Sanaa, Mr. A. N. N. 

Halt, »r. «. e. 

N a ty ar, Mr. N. S. 

Batata, Naval Maakarraf. Kkaa Bakatar. 


Kkaa, Kkaa S afcaSar Hariri Mai 
Kkaa, Mr. Raxaar Nakawa. 


Mataln, Mr. L. T. 

MHtor, tka Maa’Ma Mr Brava afc SkaaSv. 
MHtra, Saka karat tkaakra. 

MakkarN, Nai BakaSar IBM Skaatfra. 


Nac. Nvvarvai B. A. 

■«*»!» SHt SB— Bra, a* BaatMUsw. 


Bartaa, Mr. B. B. 

fMra, Mr. B . B. • 
BkAyat. Mr. N. S. / * 


BraaHta, Bm Mm*M» Mr. W. 1. 1. 
Beaatar, UL-BaL 
Ilka, Mr. A. 

WMmm, Marita Aataar. 

B akaiaa , *r.\ B. M. AkSar^ 
Nay, Bafea NkaMarMakaa. 

LI. 



'm dem^d 

'•Jw> VsT" - '* ' 

>■*!■*■* tahrf MHMi mLk-m^Wrk 

Stef* B*« **• Ktatar. tatawrtf , Mr. K. ». 

Stfftw. Rif HM) ROM! irtii Imh m t Mr, e. R. 

•a* Hr. ft. R. Tmwi, Mr. «. P. V. 

*«, R*J i ifcidf fofNk Otaafra. WSMmm, Mr. R. R. 

•§*» Ral SaMt Akifcry Kimt. Wwttui, IN R— tM Mr. J. A. 

Iks*, Mtalvt AMO Mart*. WwOwartfc, Mr. W. 6. 

The Ayes being 19 and the Noes 84, the motion was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Mr. Bannerjee told me that he was not well. 
Bo I postpone the consideration of item No. 364. I will take it up 
ip-morrow. 


Mr. SHANTI INEKHARESWAR RAY: I beg to move that tike 
demand of Bs. 1,81,600 under the head “22E — Ministers — Pay of ofii- 
cers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to suggest that each Minister should 
submit to a deduction of Bs. 1,000 a month, the amount to be placed # 
the disposal of His Excellency the Governor for charitable purpoeeB). ? 

Sir, I have moved my motion in this form as a sop to the 4 m£& 
•of the Hon’ble Ministers and their friends. I wish like my Iriinl 

* Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee I could with his eloquence try to false 
the stock of the Ministers by a few points this evening. He has been 
very eloquent on the point that we should not ask for a reduction 

the ground that the status of the Members of the Executive Coun- 
cil and that of the Ministers are more or less identical. I believe, 
and it has come to me as a surprise, that this view iB shared to a 
certain extent by the Hon’ble the Home Member. In the ljgitjt of 
the bold facts the situation is quite different. If the HoiPute 
Mr. Prentice would read the Government of India Act, he will find 
that the status of the Hon’ble Members of the Executive Gounod 
and,, thaj; of the Ministers are quite different. Admittedly ti$p 
f Ministers frsW jj yg . to a lower grade of Government officialjjLM-flfcht 
Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council are appointed hf^l6j§ 

♦ Majesty, whereas the Ministers arc appointed by His Excellency the 
Governor. The Ministers can be removed at (the pleasure of {Has 

- Excellency, but* the Hon’ble Members of the Exeoutive Council can- 
not be so removed. Then as regards the powers of consultation and 
decision you will find that if there is a difference of opinion between 
; His Excellency the Governor and the Members of the Execi&T* C&jjfc- 
nil, tiie decision of the majority of the Members of the Exeoutive 
Council prevails and this decision they have to record in, wiping. 
But what happen* If the cate of the Ministers P Nothing of the left 
Hie Excellency can overrule the Ministers at era? point. 1|g*b cap 
he no question of equality of status. The status has hee^feppl 
constitutionally In the €M^njn«it of India Act 8c by 
$5 of pay you do not ensure few then an e quality, 
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In that point also say* that if His Excellency so desires he may 

’tiot fix the same pay. The word used in the Government of India 
jAct is not “shall” but “may”. He may appoint the Ministers on the 
same salary that is sanctioned for the Members of the Executive 
Council; he may or may not. Hut in this case His Excellency has 
been pleased to fix the pay of the Ministers on the same basis as that 
of the Members of the Executive Council. Naturally in some quarters 
there is an inclination to have two different scales of pay. I think 
those who have scruples to support a reduction in pay of Ministers 
on that ground may perhaps find it possible to support my proposition, 
because I suggest that each Minister should submit to a deduction of** 
Rs. 1,000 a mouth and leave it at the disposal of His Excellency thjj^ 
Governor for spending on oharitahle purposes. Here is no question' 
'trf reduction of pay. The Hon’ble Ministers will draw their pay as 
usual, they will draw the same pay as the Members of the Executive 
Council and if they want to flatter themselves with the belief that they 
ftnjoy the same status as the Memliers of the Executive Council they 
may do so, hut at the same time in response to the wishes of the public, 
at least a large section of the public, they may put a part of their 
salary assigned tor charitable purposes. Of course from the report N 
of the Retienchment Committee we find that they do some sort of* 
charity, but we do not know anything about that. What I suggest 
is that instead of performing or indulging in non-official charity they 
mav do a hit of official charity, they may hand over the amount to 
His Excellency the Governor who may devote it to any particular 
charity he likes. His Excellency devotes a part of the public fund* 
sanctioned under the discretionary grant to public purposes. Owing 
to the shortness of funds lately that discretionary grant has had to be 
reduced, and I think if the Hon’ble Ministers will agree*with me 

[It being 7 p.m. of the clock] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, I must now adjourn the CounciL 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m,, on Tuesday, the 
21et March, 1933, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 21st March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hou’ble Kaja Sir Manmatha Nath Bay 
Chaudjiuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 103 
nominated and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Annual report of the European Association, Calcutta. 

•69. Babu 8UK LAL NAG: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department been drawn to 
the annual report of the European Association, Calcutta? 

(b) Will the llon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table the* 
correspondence which the Association had with regard to the conduct 
of the civil disobedience prisoners at the Dum Dum Special Jails, as 
also the report, if any, of the Superintendents of the Jails? 

(c) Did the Government make any enquiry into the allegations? * 

(d) Were any prisoners found guilty P « 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(*) whether any punishment was awarded them ; or 

(ti) whether any Remission of sentence earned by them was withheld 
or withdrawn? 

MEMBER in ohargc of POLITICAL (MILE) DEPARTMENT 
(tha Hon’Mo Hr Provash Ohundsr Mittor); (a) A copy of the report 
has been received. 

(6) Government are not prepared to publish this correspondence or 
any report received from their own officers. 

(c) An enqniry was made into the state of discipline in the |feR 

(d) It was found that discipline was unsatisfactory. 






QUESTIONS. 


m 


(a) (t) prisoners wno broke the rules have been punished as the 
occasion demanded. 

(it) This form of punishment is classed with “Other punishments.” 
The information asked for is therefore not available. 


Grant to the Sanskrit Association. 

*70. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether any fixed sum of money used formerly to be granted to the 
Sanskrit Association? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what was the amount? 

(r) What was the uctual amount granted in 1931-32 and 1932-33? 

01) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the money grunted in these years was insufficient for the 

purpose of the Association ; and 

(ii) that consequent ly it has not been possible to hold any meet- 

ing of the Association since March, 1931? 

(< i Who i« the present President of the Association? 

(f) Hus he made any representation on the subject of the grant to 
the Association? 

(y) If the answer to (/) is in t he affirmative, what action has been 
taken upon such representation? 

(A) l)o the Government propose making a sufficient grant for the 
Association in the budget for the coming session? • 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'bJa Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin) s («) Yes. 

(b ) Rupees 10,500 normally. 

(c) 1931-32 — Rs. 16,500. 

1932-33-Rs. 15,500. 

(d) (») No. 

(it) Two meetings were held in 1931-32; no meeting has been held 
in 1932-33, but this was not due to insufficiency of funds, 

(e) The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Manmathanath Mukherjee. 

(fy Yes, on the subject of the grants to the proposed Bengal Sanskrit 
Association ’ the constitution of which was announced in the Calcutta 
Gazette of March 9th, 1933. 

(p) and (A) Provision has been made for an additional grant of 
Rs. 2,000 in the budget for 1933-34. 
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■abu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; /.Will the Hod’We Minister 

be pleased to inform me why no meetings were held in 19$$:? 

Thi Hm’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Because a new Asso- 
ciation was being formed and the old Association was a sort of defunct 
body. .* 

» , ' 

Bftbu JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: Was not the Association 

regularly formed before? , 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: A new Association 
has just been announced in the Calcutta Gazette. It is the All-Bengal 
Sanskrit Association. Formerly it was the Calcutta Association. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how the work of the Association was being conducted 
in the absence of this new Association ? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The Secretary super- 
vised the examination. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Secretary had the authority to conduct 
such examinations under the rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The examinations 
were held according to the rules. 

Rti Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI : Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that even under the 
old Association meetings were not regularly held? 

Tha HoftHMa Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hop’ble 
Minister he pleased to state why the amount was reduced in 1932*83? 

i 

Tha How’Wa'Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It was very likely 
Axe to the 10 per cent, cut, or it may be that some reduction in the 
examination expenditure was made. I have not been able to ascertain 
the exact details of this expenditure, 

. Rai Bahadur KBtHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: With reference to 
answer (d) (w), what was this due to? 

\ Tha Haft'blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I have^almdy 

answered this question. 
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Mr. Bf/tllTI 8HEI&IARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hoii'ble 
Minister beOfcleased to state wltether it in a fact that examiners have to 
be appointed at a meeting of the Association? 


The Hon'Mo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, they were 
appointed at a meeting. 

0*. BHANTI SHEKHAREBWAR RAY: Is it not a fact that 
examiners have to*be appointed at a meeting of the Association? My 
suggestion is that the Secretary exceeded his power in appointing 
examiners. 


Tht Hon’bie Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice of that 
question so far as the actual fact is concerned, 

Mr. BYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: When was Mr Justice 
Manmathanath Mookerjee appointed to be President of the Association? 

The Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is it a fact that Mr. Man- 
mathanath Mookerjee has written to the Government bitterly complain- 
ing against the way in which Government has treated this Association? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: There has been a 
letter asking that fuuds should be provided immediately to enable the 
Association to meet. Hut there were two reasons that prevented a meet- . 
ing of the Association. The first was the scarcity of funds and tins 
second that it was not possible to get all the elections through in 1932-33 
which would have enabled the Association to be properly constituted. 
As a matter of fact, even on the 9th of March we had to effect a sort of 
compromise and formed the Association without having elections all 
over Bengal as was required, according to the recommendation of that 
Committee. v 

Convict CMttaranjafi Biswas* 

*71. Balm 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(?) whether Chittaranjan Biswas, convicted on 28th June, 1988, 
under section 120B, Indian Penal Code, in the Rajshabi 
mail robbery case and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment^ 
... for 4 years, has been placed in division ITT and is now iw 
Central Jail at Alipore ; 
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(it) whether the said Chittaranjan was a third year Student in 
- Rajshahi College and whether he passed the lA. examina- 

tion of the Dacca University in 1931, standing third in 
order of merit, with special proficiency in Sanskrit and 
History, and whether he secured a scholarship of Rs. 10 in 
the Matric. examination; 

(iii) whether his father, Babu Surendra Mohan Biswas, is Manager 

of Kalipur zamindari in Mymensingh a^d occupies a high 
social position; 

(iv) whether the annual income of the said Babu Surendra Mohan 

Biswas from landed property alone is about Rs. 5,000; 

(r) whether both Chittaranjan Biswas and his father, Babu 
Surendra Mohan Biswas, applied to the Government for 
placing the said Chittaranjan in division II, detailing the 
circumstances mentioned in (ii) to (/>) above; and 

(ri) whether (he Superintendent of Police, Mymensingh, also 
recommended a higher division? 

(b) If the answers to either or both (v) and (ft) are in the 
affirmative, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why the said 
Chittaranjan Biswas has not been placed in a higher division? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) the qualifications which entitle a prisoner (o a higher division; 
and 

(») the reason for this differential treatment in the case of Chitta- 
rnnjan Bisw’as? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (i) Yes, 

(ii) Government have no information except that he was a 3rd year 
B.A. student. 

(m), (tr), (f), (vi) of (rt) and (b) Government decision rejecting the 
applications is based dn enquiries made on the subject. Government 
are not prepared to publish the details or particulars of such inquiries. 

(c) (») The number is referred to the provisions in Jail Code rule 
625 A. 

(«*) Does uot arise. 

Babtl SATttH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why a part of my question, vii. t 
that another boy punished under the same section 120B was given Class 
II, has not been answered? 

My question was as to why there was this differential treatment in 
the case of Chittaranjan Biswas. 
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TIN H«B*We Sir PROVASH OHUHDER MITTS h** b*tn 

fully ttawewd. The answer is that under the provision* ox the Jail^ 
Code and as I result of the material gathered from inquiry this bo^ 
u as placed in Division C. 

MNI 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: May I know ' 

why the name of the other boy who was given Class II has been left outP 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Provash, do you think your answer rover# 
bolh the cases? 


The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H OHUNOER MITTER: Yes Sir. 


Bahu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Have the 
Government made inquiries with regard to the farts stated in my 
question P 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Very possibly 
Government might not have made any particular inquiry, because it 
is not relevant under the provisions of the Jail (Vie, but relevant 
inquiry was made. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Loan ofltoet of Bengal. 

83. Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaeimbazar: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Commerce Department he pleased 
to state— 

(i) whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to the 
fact that the loan offices of Bengal are leading a precarious 
existence and a majority of them are on the verge of whole- 
sale collapse; 

(it) whether the Government realise — 

(7) that this is causing an extensive hardship to the mid- 
dle class and the rural population of Bengal and 
that any general failure of these loan offices will 
seriously aggravate the present economic crisis iu 
the mufassal, and 

(2) that generally speaking the causes of this state of 
affairs lie beyond the control of the loan offices? 
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v> (ty If^he answers to (a) (it) are in the affirmative, what remedial 
measure* do th# Government propose taking to meet the present crisis? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of establishing 
a “Financing Corporation” as suggested by the Central Enquiry 
Committee P 

(d) Do the Government propose undertaking banking legislation on 
the lines recommended by the Provincial and the Central Banking 
Enquiry Committee P 

« M answer to (6), (c) or ( d ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason why? 

MEMBER in charge of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. A. Woodhead): (<?) The attention of the local Govern- 
ment has not been specifically drawn to the fact that the loan offices 
of Bengal are in the state indicated in this question, but there can 
be little doubt that they, like* other commercial concerns, have been hit 
by the depression. 

(ft), ( r ), (d) and (e) The local Government are unable to reply to 
these questions ns they relate to “Banking” which according to the 
Devolution Rules is a Central Subject. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that most of the loan offices are more or less money-lending 
concerns pure und simple, and not hanking concerns? 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I am not dear as to the 
distinction between a money-lending and a banking concern. 


Road oost at Palma. 

64. Babu SUK LAL NAGS (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Revenue Department aware that a deputation waited upon the 
Hon’ble Mr. Sachse, Member of the Board of Revenue, at Pabna, and 
detailed their grievances against the excessive imposition of road! cm 
and the manner of collecting the same? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the details of what 
happened at that time? 

(c) Did the Hon’ble Mr. Sacbse suggest or give some sort of assur- 
ance of temporary small remissions to the landlords? 

(d) Does the Hon’ble Member realise that owing to widespread 
economic depressions, the realisation of road cess by landlords has 
become difficult and almost an impossibility? 
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(«) If the answer to ( d ) is in the affirmative, , if*.* 

Government propose giving to the samindars in the matUr of payment 
of road cess? 

if) Do the Government intend introducing legislation to amend the 
Road Cess Act? If so, on what lines P 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bli 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Yes. 

(b) The deputation discussed with the Member of the Board the 
difficulties which they were experiencing in collecting the cess from 
their tenants. 

(c) The Member of the Board said that if the district board would 
pass n resolution under section 46 of the Local Self-Government Act 
of 1885, reducing the rate of road cess under section 38 of the Cess Act, 
he would advise Government to pass orders reducing the rate of public 
work* res* to a proportionate degree under section 39 of the Cess Act. 

id) Yes, it may be impossible to realise the entire amount due this 
year in Pabna. 

(c) It has been decided to reduce the rate of cess to be levied in 
Pabna dining 1933-34 from 12 to 9 pies. A statement has already been 
made on the subject. 

( f ) The matter is under consideration and a Bill is being drafted. 
The present intention is to adopt the system of fixing the cess on a uni- 
form valuation, which may vary in different tracts for all lands other 
than waste lands instead of upon the rent paid by the cultivators. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

22 — Central Administration. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, as I pointed out 
yesterday, in this matter there was no question of status involved, and 
I think, Sir, that the Hon’ble Ministers should not take shelter behind 
the question of the salaries of the Members of the*Exerutive Council in 
demanding their salary. At the same time, I must admit that there 
is that feeling about equality of pay between Ministers and Member# 
of the Executive Council. So I have placed this suggestion as a way 
out of the difficulty. It is not to be taken as a motion of censure. A# 
a matter of fact, it is not my intention to press ibis motion to a divi- 
sion or put to the vote. Sir, I have placed my idea to the Ministers. 
They may think over it and if they find it acceptable, they may work 
accordingly. There can be no question of stimulating their instincts 
of charity by means of a cut motion. 
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Ml* PRESIMHT: Do I taka .it that you are asking leave to 
withdraw your motion P 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Yes, Sir. 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Bfbu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE* I beg to move that the 
demafid of Its. 1,81,600 under the head “22E— Ministers” be reduced 
by R». 100 (disapproval of the policy of the Minuter of Education 
and his administration of his department). 

Sir, I move this motion with a certain measure of reluctance. It is 
needless for me to assure the House that there is no question of per- 
sonality in the matter— no question of personal feeling whatever. In 
point of fact, the Hon’ble Minister for Education, as far as I can judge, 
is a most excellent and amiable gentleman, very obliging in his manners, 
and there is no question of taking personal offence at any of his acts. 
Hut I should like to make it the main point in my charge that he 
has failed to justify his existence as Minister for Education and that 
the record of his Ministry contrasts very unfavourably with the record 
of his two colleagues. Sir, 1 do not like to make any invidious com- 
parison, but some details must be referred to for the purpose of making 
my case complete. So far as the other two Ministers are concerned, 
they have had a plentiful record of activity to show. The Minister for 
liOcal Self-Government has really achieved something to be proud of. 
He has piloted two exceedingly important measures through the House 
and has succeeded in getting the assent of the House to them. He has 
discharged his duties with an amount of tact, suavity and ability which 
has extorted J,he highest admiration of all concerned. The Hon’ble 
Nawab Faroqtii has also done something towards tackling the difficult 
problem of finding employment for the educated middle classes of Bengal. 
But so far as the Minister for Education is concerned, I must say that 
his record is a blank ! He lias held the portfolio of Education for a 
longer period than any other Minister — he has held it ever since 1929 
and during these three years his record of work has been a perfect blank ! 

Sir, I shall begin % r ith University education. When Dr. Pramatha 
Nath Banerjee Withdrew his Bill regarding University reform, it w#* 
on the distifict understanding that Government was contemplating the 
introduction of a measure on the same lines for the purpose of reforming 
the administration and constitution of the Calcutta University. That 
was more than three years ago; and since then we have heard nothing 
more about the matter. Government seems to have applied a sop to its 
conscience by appointing a Special Officer for University reform. I 
have always found that whenever Government means to do nothing it 
appoints a Special Officer on a special salary with special allowances ; 
and this time the officer appointed was a very superior person indent 
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I shall refer to him again in connection with prtmflly eduction. 
This superior person, Dr. Jenkins, an eminent graduate bf the 
Sheffield University and at one time Professor of Chemistry somewhere, 
was appointed to be Special Officer for University reform. He entered 
into various negotiations with the University and draft Bills were also 
prepared, but not one of those draft Bills have seen the light of the 
day yet. They have never been introduced in the Council, and I should 

like tp know from the Minister of Education why it has been so. 

• 

Sir, from the question of University education let me pass on to the 
question of primary education — from the top to the bottom. Sir, when 
the Hon'ble Minister took up this question of primary education he 
exhibited a certain amount of fervent mil in the matter. He got the 
Act passed in a hurry because the matter could not wait. 1 have been 
reading the speeches which the Hon’ble Minister delivered in Council 
at that time — I was not present when the Bill was passed — and 1 have 
been reading them with interest and amusement. The Hon’ble Minister 
declared that he had been touring all over Bengal and during his tour 
he had found that people were burning with zenl for primary education 
so much so that they did not mind paying any amount of additional 
taxation for the purpose of securing this blessing. That was the drift of 
his speech three years ago, and J should like to know very much from the 
Hon'ble Minister what he has done within the last three years beyond 
appointing another Special Officer for the purpose of furthering the 
cause of primary education. Sir, we have lieen told with a flourish 
of trumpets that this year he has made a provision in the budget of 
Rs. 8,(KH) for the purpose of solving the question of primary education 
in Bengal. 

I do not know whether the Hon’ble Minister was poking fun or 
not, for I cannot understand how this ridiculous sum of Rs. 8,000 per 
annum would be adequate for the purpose of providing primary educa- 
tion. And how is this magnificent amount of Rs. 8,000 proposed to be 
spent? Xot on any bona fide educational object at all, but for the 
purpose of providing travelling allowance for the Special Officer for 
Primary Education. Dr. Jenkins, as l have said before, is a very 
superior person; he flourishes his eye-glass in a» manner indicative of 
supreme wisdom, he looks more wise than anybody Van possibly be. 
But it is not on record whether he has had anything to do with primary 
education before. Primary education means the acquiring of the 
Three R’s by ignorant village boys. What has Dr. Jenkins got to do 
with the subject? Is he familiar with the conditions obtaining in 
rural Bengal? Has he had any previous experience of organising it? 
He may have been a distinguished Professor of Chemistry. (A voice : 
Not Chemistry, but Physics.) Well, let it be Physics ; I am sure he has 
f oiyrtt en both subjects by this time — and so it matters fill the lest. 
Moreover, the money provided for him— how is it proposed to be spent? 
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The Spe cwJ (h^r;;te«fel^|BS^r pwW/mlrtyA^* special office 
of hie* offn with magnificent equiptuent. And so -e?e- have a table 
costing Rs. 200. Rupees 40 for a pair chairs and Rs. 450 for a new 
typewriter for our Special Officer like Secretaries, Members and 
Ministers must have a stenographer of his own. And when all those 
expenses have been met nothing, I am afraid, will remain for spending 
upon the trifling matter of education itself. Besides, what is the 
Special Officer meant to do? What does the Hon’ble Minister want 
him for? Statistics, date, material — are they not all before him, 
pigeon-holed in the bureaus of the Government departments? And 
could not the district boards, which are already dealing with all the 
additional information that he might require? 


Lastly, there is another charge which I should hope to make against 
the Hon’ble Minister. I approach the topics with a certain measure 
of diffidence, for I know' that it is likely to be misunderstood in certain 
quarters. That point has reference to certain appointments that have 
been made in the Kducation Department. T may remind the House 
again that there is nothing communal in the matter, and if the Hon’ble 
Minister can make a good case in reply to my charge, nobody would be 
more delighted than myself. My point is that, in the matter of 
educational appointments, there has been u distinct communal bias in 
the conduct of the Hon ’hie Minister. So fur as appointments in the 
other departments are concerned, it does not very much matter whether 
there is a certain amount of communal bias or not. You can choose 
your sub- registrars and Excise Inspectors from anywhere, and I shall 
not very much mind; hut the Education Department is the one depart- 
ment where the principle of minimum qualification must find no 
countenance whatever. Here the only principle to be followed should 
be, not of minimum qualification, but maximum qualification. It 
will be a betrayal of a sacred trust if the Minister for Education, in 
making appointments in his Department acts on the principle of 
minimum qualifications. In the matter of education, if a man can 
get the best, and he passes over the l>est for the second best, it is not a 

- blunder, but a crime. I shall be able to show before this Council that 
the Minister has been guilty of this crime, not casually or once or twice, 
but as a matter bf policy, as a matter of deliberate and habitual in- 
duct. Sir, I shall refer first of all to a case near at hand, the case of 
an appointment in which two colleges were concerned, the Krishnagar 

t College and the. Presidency College. Some time ago, I believe; it 
was last year, the Principal of the Krishnagar College wanted a new 
Professor of Chemistry on the retirement of a very senior man, 
Rai Bahadur Kir&n Chandra Mitra. The Principal wanted a first class 

* man for the post as otherwise the department could not properly 

- be managed and organised, and he was backed by the unanimous opinion 
of the governing body. The Principal, acting in co-operadb* with 
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to the Deparfnrtwrl. What was the rep 
Department asked the College whether they could not find employment 
for a Muhammadan 2nd class M.Sc. I say that the suggestion itself 
was atrocious, but the way in which things developed afterwards mKs, 
far worse. The Principal of the Krishnagar College stuck to hi0 
previous request; he said that he wanted a first class man as otherwise* 
the quality of work would suffer. Government, I say. always affects Up H 
be very keen about the quality of work in Government colleges; and 
it makes a point also of giving a considerable measure of autonomy to 
individual colleges in affairs of internal administration. Rut in this 
case, in spite of the persistency of the Principal and the governing 
body, what happened? The Principal had wanted a first class man 
for his College; and so a third class man was picked out from the Presi- 
dency College und sent to Krishnagar. Perhaps, this was intended as, 
a double penalty — a penalty for the Principal as also for his College. 
But now mark the consequence. Owing to the device of the Depart- 
ment, a vacancy had been created in the Presidency College; and how 
was it going to be filled? The Principal knew nothing about it; the 
governing body knew nothing about it; but one fine day a Muhammadan 
gentleman turned up and said “I am the new Professor of Chemistry 
here”. The Principal said “I know nothing about it” ; but the 
Professor said that he had got his appointment direct from the ITon'ble 
Minister, he had his letter of appointment in his pocket. The Principal 
knew nothing about it; the governing body knew nothiug about it; 
and yet over the heads of these authorities a man of inferior qualifica- 
tions was appointed where a man of superior qualifications was needed 
and was available. 


Sir, I shall now pass on to the case of Hooghly College, of Babu 
Tarak Nath Sen. Sir, the matter was already raised in the House in 
the course of certain interpellations; the case is one of such flagrant 
injustice that I make no apology' for referring to it again. 8en is a 
man of brilliant University qualifications 


Kiwi Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE* {)n a point of order, 
Sir^ia Mr. Bannerjee entitled to discuss a matter whiclf was the subject 
matter of a question in this House? 

Balm JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That is not a point of order; * 
it* is not as if it were a tub~judict case. The Khan Bahadur is very 
quick in raising points of order which are no points of order at all. 
Ben stood First class first in the Matriculation Examination getting a 
record number of marks in the University. Two years after, he again 
stood First class first in the Intermediate Examination, getting distinc- 
tion in all the five subjects in which be offered himself for examination; 
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In the B. A. Exarahsatlon he stood Jirst class first in JShglish and in %e 
M.A. Examination, he once again stood First class' first. A record 
of uniform brilliancy. He was appointed for some time to officiate as 
Professor in the Hooghly College; worked in that capacity for over 
fOur months; and his superiors were satisfied with the quality of his * 
work. The Principal pressed for the continuance of the engagement, 
and the governing body heartily concurred. But once again, in utter* 
defiance of the combined opinion of the Principal and the governing 
body, another man was appointed; and Tarak Nath was rejected pie*., 
sumably for the crime of having had a distinguished University career. 

I shall now refer to another appointment, this time the appointment . 
of one of the Divisional Inspectors. Just as there are five administra* • 
tive divisions, so there are five educational divisions; and would the 
House believe it, that last year there was a time when all the Divisional 
Inspectors were Muhammadans 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Not last year. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Yes, in 1932. Is that 
quite clear Y But suppose it was in 1931 or 1930, would that \er> much 
matter}' (A voice: Never, never.) There was a time when all the 
five Divisional Inspectors were Muhammadans and I ask — is this state 
of things an accurate reflex of the relative educational ad\ancement of* 
the two communities? Let them all he Muhammadans, T do not object; 
but m,v point is t hat they are all men of inferior qualifications some of 
whom are absolutely uusuifed for the work they have to do: they ware * 
selected upon no other ground except that they belonged to a particular 
community. On the retirement of ltai Bahadur Khagendra Nath Mitter 
last year thee? was a vacancy in the rank of Divisional Inspectors; and 
it was proposed to fill that vacancy bj putting in one of the most 
brilliant and successful officers of the Education Department, a man of 
the highest educational qualifications, whose 1 name is a charm with the 
student community, than whom a more successful Professor has seldom m > 
served in the Presidency College itself. He is not only a man of . 
brilliant educational attainments, but for the last six years he has been 
intimately connected *with the School Board, the Calcutta University 
and has done yVoman’s work in that connection. But this man was 
cast aside for the purpose of makiug room for another Muhammadan. 
And how was that done? There was a double jobbery in the matter,,. 
Dr. Kaiualuddin was Inspector of Schools in the Chittagong Division §1 
this time ; and behind that also, there is a history. Before he was appoint- 
ed aa Inspector of Schools, Dr. Kamaluddin was for some time Principal 
of Krishnagar College. But he was found to be inefficient for th# ffi»- 
charge of the administrative duties of his office ; and because be was 
found inefficient so far as the ordinary administrative duties of a college 
Principal are concerned, therefore he was transferred and promoted for 
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the purpose of performing the much higher admin&trative duties of a 

Divisional Inspector of Schools. Dr. Kamaluddin was found inefficient, 
and was rewarded for his inefficiency ; and now he was to he rewarded 
f<jr,ihe second time once by being transferred to the metropolitan circle 
of 'die Presidency Division. And in his place was appointed Mr. Abu 
\Taffar, a Punjab Muhammadan witli third class qualifications and 
innocent of all knowledge of Bengali. 

Khan Bahadur* MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: He was not a 

Punjab Muhammadan. 

«abu JITENDRALAL BANHERJEE: I challenge Khan Bahadur 
Momin to deny that he is a Punjab Muhammadan with third class 
qualifications, and innocent of all knowledge of Bengali. A man 
ignorant of all knowledge of the vernacular of the province, is appointed 
to supervise Primary and Secondary education ! Could you conceive of 
a fltftte of things more scandalous than this? 

Sir, these are instances to which the Hon’ble Minister ought to give 
an adequate and satisfactory answer. I know what the fate of my 
lesolution will he;* I know that communal passions are sure to be 
roused, and some people will jump up and say 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: That is what you arc doing. 

Btbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Yes, yes, I have given facts 
which you cannot refute. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: When opportunity arises we will do it. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Maulvi Abul $&»cm is an 
expert in educational matters, he took a down years in an attempt to 
pass the B.L. examination. No one has had a more varied or thorough- 
going experience of the system of University education. Our humble 
Tf&reers were finished in five years or six, he took a dozen. I how before 
bis superior attainments and knowledge. If the llon'ble Minister has 
an adequate reply to give, no one would be bettlr pieysed than myself. 

As I began by saying, there is no question of personal or communal 
bias behind my motion. But the precincts of education ought to be 
tjwffc sacred and inviolate ; no considerations, except the considerations 
0f Efficiency alone, ought to have weight or influence there: and it is 
Mr bis failure to act upon the principle that I move the vote of censure 
the Minister of Education. 

V* 

Kbaa Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUC: Sir, after the torrential 
outburst of Mr. Jitendralal Banner jee in which he has, in the name of 
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sweet words, chosen to kick everybody right and left, it will be very 
difficult for me to adequately reply to him. To reply to him adequately 
requires an equal travesty of facts, an equal distortion and an equal 
twisting of facts to one’s own convenient purposes, whether right or 
wrong does not matter. I do not wish to answer some of the points 
which arise directly out of his speech in so far as the Minister of 
Education is concerned, but I certainly consider it is not very fair on 
his part to criticise a man in this House who is not present in the House 
to defend himself and when he has no opportunity to defend himself, 
and mon especially when all his facts are unwarranted and beside the 
point. 


Take the case of Dr. Jenkins. My friend in the first instance tried ^ 
to paint a picture of Dr. Jenkins from which an outsider will take 
l)r. Jenkins to be absolutely a fourth class man. I had the privilege 
of serving with Dr. Jenkins in several committees, and I do think 
that among the Indian and European members of the Educational 
.Service, lie is one of the most capable men. Everyone who has come 
in contact with him will admit that Dr. Jenkins is one of the few 
persons who has tried to do his best with a view to finding out a solution 
of the complicated problems connected with the Calculta University, 
whether concerning officials or non-officials. And for more reasons 
than one we have not hesitated to pay a tribute to Dr. Jenkins for 
what he has done for the Calcutta University. I do not know whether 
Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee lias ever met Dr. Jenkins, except hearing 
that Dr. Jenkins is a member of the Indian Educational Service. 
Apparently he has not done so and he knows nothing about him, for 
he was fumbling as to whether he holds a degree in Physics, or in 
■Chemistry. |n spite of the fact that Dr. Jenkins is not a Professor of 
English or a master of English, or has not written Catechisms and 
Keys, or possibly might not have the torrential eloquence of my friend, 
Dr, Jenkins is one of the most pleaeing personalities in the Service, 
and I must give him due credit, even though he has been now much 
abused in the House. > 


Then, I do deny that Mr. Jaffar is a Punjabi. The pity of it^ll 
-that Mr. Bannerjee always obtains his informations from the cheapest 
fish markets. Mr. Jaffar is not a Punjahi and it is not a fact that he 
does not know Bengali. Tie was brought up in Bengal from his 
•childhood, and has studied in the Calcutta University, and I remej 
to have seen him there in my younger days when I myself was a sti 
It is probable that be pomes from Lucknow, but having lived in ) 
practically all his life, he can claim to be a Bengali as much i 
Bengalis are. Mr. Jaffar is one of the best men in the Service j 
that he is a Mussulman ; his only crime is tha\ he is a HumulmaS 
should have expected that Mr. Bannerjee would have come forward 
with reasons to warrant his conclusion. 
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wjlsir, I will not say anything about the cam of Mr. Kamal- 
iddin, as Principal of the Krishnagar College. What he did as * 
result oil which he was transferred, I do not wish to rake up to-day. 
[ have personal knowledge of all the incidents and suffice it to say that 
Mr. Bannerjee is as much wrong there as he is in hia other matters. 
My friend has cited the instance of the Krishnagar College. Here ha 
mid that there was a vacancy in the post of Professor of Chemistry. 
But he is altogether mistaken. He has been briefed with most super- 
ficial facts and faqts which do not deserve to be called facts. It was 
not a vacancy for the post of Professor of Chemistry, but the post' of 
Lecturer of Chemistry in that college. It is the misfortune of Muham- 
madans to-day that even in posts of an ill-paid teacher or of an ordinary 
lecturer — just as it is in the Krishnagar College — even if a Muham- 
madan, a 2nd class M.Kc., applies, the doors are shut and he cannot 
get any educational service under the Government, even though it is 
admitted by Mr. Bannerjee that there is a 3rd class M.Sc, in the 
Presidency College. But he is not a Muhammadan, and efficiency 
does not suffer. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: He is a Laboratory 
Assistant, not a Professor. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That is the real com- 
plaint of the Muhammadans. From the Krishnagar College I will 
cite another instance; it rose in a similar manner. Thpre was a vacancy 
in |he Lecturership of Physics. The Professor in the department was 
a man who, though not. a Muhammadan, was promoted to the grade of 
Professor after being a Lecturer, although he was only a drd class 
M.$o. Muhammadans with 2nd class degrees now apply and are told 
that others have a superfluity of degrees such as M.A., Ph.J)., D.Sc., 
for a post on Rs. 125. If Mr. Bannerjee objects to such appointments 
the honest course for him would have been to ask the Government to 
scgipe out the circular about the percentage of Muhammadans employed 
in all Government institutions. I do admit tliat there are posts in the 
Educational Service — and we have recognised that fact in the re- 
orifamsation scheme of the Calcutta University — which require first 
class scholarship and first class ability at all c8s # ts apd also a certain 
amount of administrative experience — men in whom everybody might 
have confidence. But that is in cases of heads of departments, posts 
ofessors. If Mr. J. L. Bannerjee says that for the post of a peon 
or a 1st class M.Sc. should be appointed, then forsooth there 
i and of everything and it would not be possible for any backward 
to regain its steps. 

> grievance really is there; here was a post of Lecturer vacant. 
I it was quite sufficient if with a Professor who was only a 3rd ck#e 
2nd class Muhammadan was appointed, yet when for the 
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post of a Lecturer a Muhammadan with a second class degree is 
appointed, he deserves the condemnation of my friends ! 

I remember several instances in connection with the Krishnagar 
College and other colleges wherein Muhammadan students got no 
chance. I myself wrote a strong note to Government to declare once 
for all that Muhammadans have no chance if they take to the Science 
course, because Government colleges will not give any chance to 
Muhammadan graduates so long as there are non-Muhammadan 
D.Sc’s, M.Sc’s and Ph.D’s, of which they have, however, a good 
number to-day. I do not complain, but from the point of view of mv 
community, are we to understand that in Government institutions 
Muhammadans will have no chance, not in the highest but even in the 
lowest posts, because they have no superfluity of degrees? After all 
the Muhammadans are a liackward community. Do not shut the door 
against them perpetually from all avenues of public service. My 
friend has not, however, cited the instance of a Moslem D.Sc. whom it 
took a considerably long time to get appointed to some form of Govern- 
ment service. 

My friend lias again referred to the Hon’ble Minister as regards 
the Calcutta University Bill. I do not know whether my friend tried 
to understand the state of affairs in the Calcutta University. Suffice 
it to say that this Bill was connected with a thorough re-organisation 
of the Calcutta University’s work and which entailed a good amount 
of money which was required before the Bill could lie put into shape. 
That being so, it is very difficult to And any money for the Calcutta 
University until the financial situation improves and, after all, it does 
not look well for the Minister to bring in a Bill without arranging for 
the necessary •finance. These two measures go hand in hand and my 
friend Mr. Bannerjee does not know at what stage the Bill was left off 
and the reasons why. Mr. *1. L. Bannerjee’s colossal ignorance is also 
proved by tbe fact that lie said that the Hon’ble Minister has done 
nothing for primary education. Everyone remembers that immediately 
after the passing of the Primary Education Act, we were faced with 
an acute eeouomic distress, and it is therefore not the time to put the 
Act into operation. That cry came from Mr. Bannerjee’s side of the 
House, but so ter as* the Muhammadan community is concerned, they 
are still of opinion that the Act should be put into force. I think 
Mr. Naaimuddin does not stand here to vindicate the cause either of 
the Hindus in particular or the Mutiamm&dans specially and that is 
why he thought that the prudent course to take would be to leave the 
Education Act as it is and to bide his time. But in the meantime he 
has not been idle. He has asked every district board including that 
of the Nadia District Board— whence I came to know — whether it 
would be ready to co-operate with Government in initiating an optional 
•oheme with a view to put the full scheme in working order later. 
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Replies from a goodly number of district boards have come in and soma 
district boards have promised to put it into operation at an early date. 
Certainly that requires a certain amount of organisation because primary 
education is neither satisfactory from the point of view of Government 
nor of the people. I shall not take much time of the Council in 
referring to other matters, but these are matters which are within my 
knowledge, and I venture to say that so far as the Education Minister 
is concerned, the only charge against him is that he has appointed so 
very few Muhammadans. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: In this House 
we are accustomed to outbursts from my friend Mr. Jitendralal 
Bannerjee, but to-day he has actually run nmok, and I think he should 
be treated like persons who run amok. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: And shot down. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: When he started 
his argument I was wondering what was the grave charge against the 
Education Minister that he was going to make out, and until he tame 
to the communal aspect of the question I was practically in the dark. 
As has l»een explained by Kluin Bahadur Asixul lloque the sum total 
of the offences of the Education Minister seems to be that he has given 
some appointments to some Muhammadans which do not find upproval 
in the hands of Mr. Jitendmlal Bannerjee and his colleagues. 
Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee is very angry because at one time all the 
five Inspectors of Schools were Muhammadans, but he forgets that there 
had been many years when all the Inspectors were Hindus and not 
only Inspectors but Assistant Inspectors and others below. These 
are accidents of service and these appointments are made according to 
seniority, and it was not by any design that all the Inspectors should 
have been Muhammadans. I am surprised that Mr. Jitendralal 
Bannerjee should take objection to this. He bus complained that men 
of second and third class have been given preference over first class. 

I do not know these individual officers and do not propose to defend 
them. But I should like to remind Mr. Bannerjee that University 
degrees do not always mean efficiency any more tlftui Aoquence always 
means sense. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: The Khan Bahadur is 
eloquent to-day. 

Khift Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: When on the 
subject of the Primary Education Act 1 think he was on a ground on 
which many of us would agree, but the entire blame cannot be laid 
at the door of the Education Minister, for to our disappointment, 
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the Act haa not been introduced as fast as we would like it to be intro- 
duced. The Minister is a victim of circumstances over which perhaps 
he hah no control. There may be many reasons, financial mainly, which 
prevent him from rushing forward and enforcing the Act all over the 
province at the same time, although we on this side would like a much 
more rapid progress than has yet taken place. We cannot say that we 
entirely agree or approve of the appointment of a Special Officer and the 
expenditure of Kh. 8,000 on him for looking after the introduction of 
the Primary Education Act in a few places. My* chief complaint is 
that this House lias not been consulted in this matter. But after all 
it is a question of Hs. 8,000 only and the Minister probably wants 
to feel his ground before he extends the operation of the Act any 
further. 

1 am not going to discuss the merits of l)r. Jenkins. I do not 
think it is right that he should be discussed in this House. With 
regard to the appointment of an officer to a particular post we must 
accept the verdict of the superior authorities of the Education Depart- 
ment who know his merits and demerits more than outsiders like 
ourselves. 

Coming to some of the officers whose appointments Mr. Bannerjee 
has criticised, 1 wish to contradict him as regards one or two whom 
I personally know. Mr. Abu Jaffar is neither a Punjabi nor has he 
got n Punjab University degree; he is u Kashmiri in perhaps the same 
degree as the Hon’ble Minister; but he is a Calcutta University man 
from top to bottom. I know him personally because he was my 
Assistant in the Census Department years ago and from that depart- 
ment, on my recommendation, he was appointed to the Education 
Department. t He is an efficient educationist and a very good executive 
officer. As regards his knowledge of Bengali, the fact that he has 
passed in Bengali ought to be sufficient. I think it is very bad form 
to discuss Government officers on the floor of this House without 
knowing anything about their merits and demerits. They have no 
opportunity of defending themselves, and the superior authorities who 
are on the other side would feel rather delicate to defend them because 
in defending them they defend themselves. I deprecate very strongly 
the attitude wlych ,l5r. Jitendralal Bannerjee has shown to-day in 
moving this motion. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, you cannot complain if they 
criticise officials in their official capacity. 

Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MOOKERJEE: The time at our disposal is 
very short, and I do not like to say much on this motion. I feel, 
however, it is my duty to say just a few words with regard to the present 
Education Minister, so far as the Calcutta University goes. Perhaps 
all the members here are aware of the strained relationship that existed 
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between tbe University and the Government for many years past. We 
passed through days of acute controversy. That relationship has 
ceased to exist to-day and that is due, I must frankly and openly 
acknowledge, more than anybody else to the Hon’ble Mr. Naxiiuuddin, 
this present Minister. On account of financial difficulties, we were 
almost threatened with dissolution und I would refer particularly to 
the recurring grant which has been recently made in favour of the 
Calcutta University, which has been due, notwithstanding the present 
financial difficulties of the Government, to the joint efforts of the late 
Chancellor Sir Stanley Jackson and Mr. Nasimuddin. That is one 
aspect of the matter, which we must in fairness to truth bear in mind 
while discussing the present resolution. 

With regard to the University Bill, it is true that it has not been 
possible to bring that up before the Council. But with regard to both 
this Bill and the Secondary Education Bill, we have had a number 
of joint conferences. The question, however, is indeed a very compli- 
cated one ns it is not merely confined to a new machinery for the 
administration of the University, but if the present system of educa- 
tion is to he improved, and there is unanimity on this point, then 
Government must find sufficient funds to he placed at the disposal of 
the educational institutions. It is no use your finding u costly adminis- 
trative machinery if you cannot come to the rescue of the affiliated 
institutions — hundreds of schools and colleges which are at present 
under the control of the University and are struggling hard against 
financial difficulties. That is a point on which it has not been possible 
for tbe University and t he Government to come 1o an agreement. 
Certain draft Bills were prepared and some progress was made with 
regard to them. But no final decision could be arrived a^. 

With regard to this motion, Sir, I do not mean to say that I have 
found myself in agreement with the Hon’ble Minister in everything 
that he has done. There have Wen many instances on which we have 
differed — for instance, with regard to the discontinuance of the non- 
recurring grant of Bs. 1,29,000, the old Imperial grant distributed 
for many years through the agency of the Calcutta University, which 
will form the subject of discussion when the Education demand conics 
up later. While that is so, we must not also forget th<**erviee<t rendered 
by the Minister towards the stabilisation of the University. 

The Hoit* We Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I cannot com- 
mand the eloquence of Mr. Jitemlralal Banuerjee, but I would request 
the House to give me a patient hearing and judge this question on its 
merits entirely. I personally in a way am grateful to Mr. Jitendnalal 
Bannerjee, as he has given me an opportunity of rlearing the mis- 
understanding and suspicion that may have arisen in the minds of 
eoate of the members of this House that appointments in the Educa- 
tion Department are being made on communal lines. latter on I will 
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show that there is no justification for this assumption whatsoever. 
But before I go on to deal with that point, I would like to reply Jo the 
other points which have been raised by Hr. Bannerjee. As .regards 
the University Bill, Mr. Syamaproaad Mookerjee has already explained 
the reason for the delay. The University and the Government have 
been in correspondence, and it was at the request of the University that 
Government should not introduce the Bill until the University, if ere 
in u position to make their final recommendation on the draft Bill of 
I)r. Jenkins that so far no action has been taken by Government. There 
is also the fact that I do not think this an opportune time to introduee 
a Bill of this character which requires radical alteration in the consti- 
tution of the University. But there is one thing I would like to point 
out, namely, that owing to the introduction of the re-organisation pro- 
posals, a great deal of necessary reforms in the University has been 
effected and those reforms on which Government were particularly 
keen have been given eft'ect to, and therefore that urgency about the 
Universities Bill does not exist at present as it did at the time to which 
Mr. J. L. Bannerjee referred when the Government gave an under- 
taking. 


The second thing I would like to refer to in this connection is that 
Mr. Bannerjee has given me an opportunity of publicly acknowledging 
the services of Dr. Jenkins in helping the Government to come to an 
agreement with the University in regard to the grant. It was largely 
on his advice and on the figures worked out by him that Government were 
in a position to come to an amicable agreement with the Calcutta 
University. 

The next question raised by Mr. J. J,. Bannerjee is about primary 
education. Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque and Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Momin have already explained that it is not for any want of desire 
on my part that the Bill 1ms not been enforced so far. I do not yield 
to any Member of this House the privilege of being more anxious to 
enforce the Primary Education Act than myself. Sir, the Bill has not 
been enforced, not because Government were not in a position to fulfil 
the undertakings they made at the time the Bill was passed. As far 
as Government contribution is concerned, there is no difficulty about 
it. We undertook to' provide Rs. 25 lakhs and we can do so even now. 
The main reason is that the enforcement of the Act presupposes the 
imposition of the cess and at the present time we cannot conceive the 
idea of additional taxation either on the tenants or on the zemindctrt. 
I ask the Members of this House — those Members wbo are particularly 
keen on primary education— just to say whether in their heart of heart* 
they think it possible for the cultivators, however insignificant the 
sum may be, to pay the education cess. Mr. Thompson says it is easy. 
I am afraid, Sir, Mr. Thompson who was a District Officer some yean 
ago, does not know what the present conditions of the tenants am. 
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The^Gatrii-t board cess is one in which the tenants are vitally interested. 
Evenlthat cess is not being realised and they are in heavy arrears, and 
I canSbt but think that if this cess is imposed now, it will alienate 
the sympathy of the cultivators, and instead of becoming a popular 
Act it pill become extremely unpopular. That is fhe only consideration 
which prevented Government from enforcing this Act. 


The time is very short and I will not take the time of the Council 
to explain the duties of l)r. Jenkins in connection with the partial 
fflheme. One thing I would make perfectly clear and it is this: That 
tlie sum of Us. 8,000 is uot the only sum that Government is providing 
for the partial enforcement of the Act. On page 101 of the Ked Hook 
you will find a provision for a sum of Ks. 05,000 which Government is 
advancing as loan to those district school hoards that will be consti- 
tuted under this Act, and this money will be spent, we hope, in 1903-34 
towards the introduction of this partial scheme. Even in this time of 
financial stringency Government have provided 11s. 05,000 plus Hs. 8,000 
for the jwirtial enforcement of the Primary Education Act. 

Now, Sir, I will revert to the question of appointments. There is 
just one thing which I must at the very outset make very clear. I 
cannot understand an experienced member like Mr. Jitendralal 
Bannerjee suggesting that the Lecturer went to the Presidency College 
with a direct letter of appointment from the Minister. It may be an 
advocacy to gain the sympathy of the people, but it certainly cannot 
be near the fact. Ministers never directly give letters of appointment. 
Now, Sir, let me first discuss this question of principle underlying the 
appointments of Muhammadans. Before I show that Muhammadans 
have not been actually appointed in excess of the number approved by 
Government, as laid down in the circular, I would like to show why 
Muhammudans are claiming that more Muhammaduns should be 
appointed in the educational institutions. On the one hand. 
Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee aud others claim that as far as educational 
institutions are concerned, it is absolutely necessary lhat no considera- 
tion should be given to the question of communities, but that the best 
men should be appointed and that it will be to the benefit of both Hindus 
and Muhammadans if you appoint the best men t<f the educational posts. 
On the other baud, the Moslems claim that there is a justification for 
appointment of Moslems in educational institutions; and why? That 
is a point I would like to make clear. What after all is the reason 
that the Muhammadans prefer to have a certain number of Moslems 
in educational institutions rather than having the best and very best 
Hindus. The thing is that sometimes it has been felt by Moslem 
students in educational institutions that educational officers while 
strictly carrying out their duties about giving instructions, lectures 
and notes, do give something more than what is required of them, that 
it to say, sometimes there are students— let me put it like this : there 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[21st Mab 


m 

might be two or three students of brilliance sitting for the B.A. Hanou 
and M.A. Examinations; the question is one of getting the firs 
second or third place. Human nature being what it is, nonfMosle 
students get more help from Hindu Professors (Cries of “No, certain 
not; can you give any instance. Shame, shame, you do not deser 
to be a Minister”). I would appeal to the Members to hear what 
say. 1 would say that as far as their duties are concerned, I am n 
prepared to suggest that any officer does not do lys duty properl; 
but as far as these extra things are concerned, there is no reason wh 
if they like u particular student, they should not give him extra instru 
tions — certain extra help. 1 do not see why this should be consider* 
as something absolutely wrong. There is nothing wrong in this, 
may like a certain person and may go out of my way to give him son 
extra help-beyond my own legitimate duties, and the Moslems feel th 
for that reason there should be a certain number of Muhammadan officer 
As far as my responsibilities for the appointments are concerned, the 
had been even before I was appointed this circular of Governme] 
regulating the appointments of Muhammadans in the ministerial ai 
educational services in Bengal. Tt was to the effect that at least oi 
in every three vacancies should go to u Muhammadan provided 1 
possessed the minimum qualification. Sir, Government accepted tl 
policy that « certain number of appointments should be reserved f 
Muhammadans. This avoids the anomaly that may arise. If y < 
advertise a post and say that preference will be given to Muhammadan 
and if in such u case both Hindus and Muhammadans apply and afte 
wards a Muhammadan gets the appointment, although he has got inferi 
paper qualifications to the best qualified Hindu, there cannot be ar 
objection as (Government have issued the circular, that one in evei 
three posts should be given to a Muhammadan provided he had tl 
minimum requisite qualifications. And on that basis the Hoogh 
appointment has been made. The advertisement that was published f 
that appointment it as follows : — 

“Applications are invited for a temporary post of a Lecturer 
English from July 6 on a pay of Rs. per mensem. A fir 
class or a high second class M.A. degree and teaching experience in 
first grade college &re indispensable qualifications. Preference wi 
be given to a Muslim candidate, if one with the requisite qualificatioi 
it available. Applications should reach the Principal on or befo 
April 18, 1932.” 

This meant that if a qualified Moslem possessing a second class hi| 
place or a first class was available, no other applications would 1 
considered. (Mr. Jitenuralai. Barbevjee: What was the opinion 
the Principal?) The question of the opinion of the Principal do 
not come in. When we invited applications we said that if the 
was a qualified Moslem available, it would go to a Muhammad* 
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Sir, on that basis alone, because there was a high second data 
Moslem available, the appointment was given to him. I submit that 
as a Minister responsible to this House it was my duty, in view of the 
Government circular, to give effect to it. I ask the other gentlemen 
who are against this idea, what would have been their attitude if I 
failed to give effect to a definite Government circular. I take it that 
the appointment was not meant for a non-Moslem until and unless it 
was proved that qualified Moslem was not available and then and 
then only the question of other candidates should have come in. It 
is, therefore, immaterial whether Mr. Tarak Nath Sen was the best 
candidate or not. The question was that his qualifications were not 
to be considered unless and until we found that there was no qualified 
Moslem available. The Principal did not know under what terms the 
appointment was being made. He did not realise the position under 
which the appointment was being made. The fundamental condition 
of the appointment wag that if Moslem candidates were available, the 
question of non-Moslem candidates was not to be considered. 

Then I refer to the question of the Krishnagar College. There 
again, the same principle applies, namely, that the appointment was 
reserved for a Moslem. The Principal of the college himself is a 
Professor of Chemistry and an officer of great reputation. A lecturer 
was wanted and a 2nd class M.Sc. who was a retrenched offirer was 
available. I ask this House in all fairness to say, had they been in my 
position, whether that appointment should not have been given to him; 
are they prepared to accept this, that even with requisite qualification* 
Moslem candidates were not to get the appointments? 

Then we come to the most important question of the Divisional 
Inspectors. It is, perhaps, unfortunate that just for two months there 
were no Hindu Inspectors, because Mr. K. C. Hoy went on leave, and 
I claim that the man who was appointed as the fifth Inspector we* 
taken from the Inspectorate, he being the most senior man, excepting 
the one who was also a Moslem, and according to the Government 
policy which was many a time referred to by the Hon 'hie Mr. Prentice 
on questions raised by the other side of the House that promotions are 
mado on efficiency and merit alone, Mr. Abu .Takhir w^is appointed; he 
was the seniormoat officer and of merit. There was no Hindu candidate 
in the Inspectorate either in order of seniority or by merit equal to 
Mr. Abu Jaffar, and no other suggestion was made by the department 
or by anybody with regard to the filling up of this post. Before I 
conclude I would like to give a statement of figures. Out of the 1Z 
appointments made during 1931-32 and 1932-33 in the Bengal Educa- 
tional Service iti the Education Department only three have gone to 
the Moslems and nine to the non-Moslems, and on that I have been 
condemned time and again that Moslems are being appointed. Similarly, 
the figures about the Inspectorate are practically about the same. It 
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will be seen that what the Minister has done is merely to give the 
Moslems the minimum of what they are entitled to and that was, I 
submit, on merit. If I had the time I could have proved that all 
Ihese appointments were made on merit and not because they were 
Moslems, but unfortunately I have not the time. As regards 
Mr. Wadud’s appointment, I should like to point out that he is a 
high 2nd class B.A. of the Dacca University where the B.A. Honours 
Course is of three years, while Mr. Tarak Nath Sen has just passed the 
B.A. Examination from the Calcutta University with high distinction, 
hut Mr. Wadud has more experience, as far as teaching is concerned, 
than Mr. Tarak Nath Sen. Therefore, merely on account of his 
Academic qualifications without any adequate teaching experience, he 
.cannot he said to be absolutely the better of the two 

(The Hon ’ble Minister having reached the time-limit, resumed his 
seat.) 

The motion of Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee was then put and lost. 

The total time allotted to this demand havipg been reached, all 
other motions failed. 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 99,40,000 be granted for 
expenditure under head “22-— General Administration” was then put 
and agreed to. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Th» Hoit’tolft Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 77,71,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “24 — 
Administration of Justice.” 

The general remarks on this demand will be found on pages 58 
and 59 of the Red Book. It will be seen that the increase is practically 
all due to the substitution of a 5 per cent, cut for a 10 per cent, cut 
and the usual increments in pay. There is nothing else to which I 
would draw attention. 

Babu IUK LAL NAG: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 69,000 under the head “24 A — High Court — Original Side — 
Registrar” (page 134, Civil Estimate) be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss 
the question of Indianisation and retrenchment in the ofl}ce). Sir, I 
feel somewhat nervous, as a layman, in intruding when the sacred 
precincts of the Original Side of the High Court. But it is a matter 
of common knowledge that all is not well with the High Court. I 
do not quite know what control this Council really has over expendi* 
ture in the High Court. I believe the position is very anomalous, but 
I think that as we have to vote the expenditure, we should be able to 
exercise real control. A system of dual control is bad. 
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I haye based ray motion on the recommendations of the Calcutta 
High Court Retrenchment Committee, appointed by the Government 
of India in 1923, so far as the question of retrenchment is concerned. 

But let me first turn to the question of Indiauisatiou. Our com- 
plaint is that the best posts are monopolised by non-Indians. In the 
High Courts of Bombay and Madras, I believe the chief officers are 
all Indians. But that is far from being the case here. I need only 
take a recent instance. A veiy qualified officer who had been holding 
a very responsible post, who has had over 12 years’ experience, who 
had even officiated with credit as Registrar, lias been passed over 
because presumably he is an Indian, in favour of u row European who 
has had only six months’ experience in another capacity, who was 
absolutely ignorant of the rules and procedure prevailing in the Depart- 
ment of the Registrar, Original Side. The highly technical character 
of the Registrar’s work has been explained in paragraph 33 of the Report 
of the Calcutta High Court Retrenchment Committee. Further, the 
big posts are being filled up by non-Indians, as, for example, the 
Administrator-General,* the Deputy Administrator-General and the 
Official Assignee. The authorities in the High Court are entirely 
outside the pale of Indian public opinion. They can scoff at it because 
they are directly under the Government of India. This eyil is the 
result of a system of dual control us I have mentioned. I think it is 
high time that the Chief Justice paid due regard to the fact that in 
Bengal, there is a considerable volume of public opinion which 
• demands that posts in all public offices should 1 m* filled up by Indians, 
Bengalees if possible. Next 1 turn to the question of retrenchment. 
As I have said, I take my stand on the Report of the (Calcutta High 
Court Retrenchment Committee, 1923, and I summarise my 
suggestions : — 

(1) Curtailment of occasional holidays and Saturday sittings for 
half-day, as recommended by the above Committee. What 
progress has been made in this direction ? This will mean 
a good addition to work done by Judges. 

<2) Reduction in the number of Assistant Registrars aud Court 
Clerk as recommended in paragraph 42 of the Report. 
What has been done in this matter ? • • 

(3) I want to draw attention to the remarks of the Committee 

about the Registrar in Insolvency in paragraphs 44 and 46 
of their Report. They say that the pay should be reduced. 
Similarly, they recommend that the pay of the Deputy 
Registrar should be reduced, and there should be a re- 
organisation scheme, peuding which no permanent appoint- 
ment should be made. 

(4) The office of the Clerk of the Crown should be re-organised. 

The duties of the Clerk of the Crown can well be performed 
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by an Assistant Registrar and a considerable saving may be 
effected thereby. 

(6) Regarding the Official Assignee, the Committee speak strongly 
about the extravagant remuneration he is getting, but I shall 
leave Mr. S. M. Rose in his motion No. 413 to deal with 
the matter. 

(6) Then about the Sheriff. This office is a source of considerable 
profit to the incumbent as pointed out «in paragraph 56 of 
the Committee’s Report, but I leave this matter to be suit- 
ably dealt with by Mr. S. M. Rose in his motion No. 418. 

I need not go into further details about the recommendations of the 
Committee. It will be noted that the Report was made in 1923, and 
since then there has been considerable fall in prices and salaries have 
been all along reduced. So the retrenchments in salary recommended 
are all the more necessary now. 

There is another matter which I must refer to before I stop. Some 
years ago, a surcharge of 25 per cent, was allowed in all solicitors’ bills. 
This was just after the War, but now having regard to the considerable 
fall in prices, I think it desirable for the relief of litigants, that this 
surcharge should be abolished. I have been as brief as possible, my 
object being to call attention to the necessity of retrenchment in the 
Original Side of the High Court. Very little attention has been paid 
to this matter owing to the unsatisfactory position of the High Court. 
The present arrangement of dual control duplicates work and divides 
responsibilities in a manner which may militate against economical 
administration (to quote from paragraph 7 of the Report). 

I hope thht the attention of the Government will be drawn to the 
matter. They should see that economies are effected in the High Court. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. G. R. Hambnon): I do not think it will be necessary for 
me to do more than explain the circumstances in which these appoint- 
ments are made. T T nder the Letters Patent, it rests with His Lord- 
ship the Chief Justin to decide who are to hold these various posts 
and his choice merely requires the approval of the Governor General. 
It is, therefore, not possible for us to say who should have these posts 
and how many posts there ought to be, and so on. Mr. S'nk Lai Nag 
referred to oue post which has just been filled up by a certain gentle- 
man. It is not for me to criticise the choice that His Lordship 
made. So far as retrenchment is concerned, Mr. Nag merely read 
over some recommendations which were made by the Retrenchment 
Committee which sat several years ago. All these matters have been 
dealt with. It is only natural that the questions were reconsidered 
when this Government appointed a Retrenchment Committee about 
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this tint® last year, and the question did come up whether any action 
should 1$ taken with regard to the High Court. It was felt that it 
would no$ he proper to ask the Provincial Retrenchment Committee 
to go into any expenditure incurred iu the Higli Court. However, 
there was some correspondence, and Government were satisfied that 
His Lordship the Chief Justice was doing all that lie could to reduce 
the expenditure and to make the administration of the High Court 
as cheap as possible. I really do not think that we can do more 
than that. At the«beginning of his speech, Mr. Nag made what we 
must all consider a very important point. He said that when this 
Council had got to vote the money for the High Court, they should 
be allowed to have a real control over it. That is a matter about 
which various opinions have been held ; but at present it is not prac- 
ticable, and it is not a matter that can be set right merely by a cut 
motion. It seems that the real course to take would be to throw out 
the allotment altogether, if by doing so, flip Council could bring this 
matter to a head. But at present there is no proposal of this Gov- 
ernment that the administrative control of the High Court should be 
taken awuy from the Government of India. I would, therefore, ask 
Mr. Nag to withdraw his motion, as I do not think it will achieve the 
end which he has in view. 


The motion of Balm Suk Lai Nag was then put and lost. 


Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 67,000 under the head “24A — High Court— Appellate 
Side — Registrar" (page 136, Civil Estimate) he reduced by Rs. 5 (to 
discuss that the Paper Book Department maintained in the High 
Court, Appellate Side, at an extra cost of public revenue, while actual 
costs are realised from the parties, is absolutely unnec.vsarv and the 
same should be immediately dispensed with). 

Sir, I hope I have made my idea of bringing forwurd a motion of 
this type in the House clear iu the reason 1 have indicated. 1 think 
the House know by this time what the term “paper book” as used 
in the High Court means — a printed book containing the papers of the 
record of a case necessary for the hearing of an appeal in the High 
Court. It contains these papers only, which <the parties think are 
necessary for reference at the hearing of an appeal. *Sir, I shall uot 
enter into a detailed discussion on the subject ; what I shall main- 
tain is this that when the costs are once realised from the parties for the 
preparation of paper books, to maintain one full department now 
which certaiply did not exist before is not only absolutely unnecessary, 
but is a waste of public money, at least in these days of depression. 
You will find that appeals against the decrees in suits above the value 
of Rs. 5,000 lie directly to the High Court according to the Civil 
Courts Act though the same have to be instituted originally in 
the district courts. The appellant pays the court-fees on the 
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memorandum of appeal and also on the vakalatnama. This is the 
only obligation cast upon the litigant by the Statute as embodied in 
the Court-fees Act. Everyone knows how the same have gone up 
by 50 per rent, by the amended Bengal Act, IV of 1922. 

The Civil Procedure Code lias authorised the High Court to frame 
rules to conduct its own business and also of the courts subordinate to 
it. These rules must not be inconsistent with any statutory provi- 
sion. The introduction of paper books and realisation of the cost 
for their preparation are parts of these rules. Thb consequence*^ a 
failure to comply with these rules is very serious as it involves, in 
spite of a litigant’s observing the statutory obligations, a dismissal 
of his appeal, and if I am right this is happening almost every day in 
the High Court nowadays. 

Now, Sir. at the time of presenting his appeal, an appellant has 
to deposit a sum of Its. 50 in case the appeal is valued between 
Rs. 5,000 and Its. 10,000, Rs. 75 if the value is over Rs. 10,000, but 
below Its. 15,000 and Rs. 100 if it is over lts. 15,000 — called the 
“initial deposit,” to meet the paper book costs which are subsequent- 
ly estimated. 

When the records are received in t he High Court, the appellants 
and the respondents are asked to inspect the records and to put in their 
lists of papers which will he necessary for inclusion in the paper 
book. The lists are made and filed; the papers are picked up. The 
costs are estimated by the office. In these estimates all costs includ- 
ing estimating, translating, transcribing, examining, printing, edit- 
ing and even taxing these costs are all shown and subsequently 
realised from the parties. As I have said, failure to pay the same 
results in the. dismissal of the appeal. The question that now arises 
is when everything is paid by the parties, what is the necessity of 
maintaining a department in the shape of the Paper Book Depart- 
ment in the High Court at the cost of public revenue? There was a 
rumour that some of the Judges of the High Court maintained that 
' it was unnecessary and, at any rate, when they did not require it, 
why should they ask the Government to help them with any money 
from the State revenue in the teeth of opposition from the public. It 
is a pity that Hie majority could not agree. 

It is surprising to note that the budget estimates have been kept 
wonderfully vague in this department and nothing can be gathered 
about the actuals except what is said regarding office expenses and 
miscellaneous. It is a pity that the Finance Department with all 
their vigilance and keenness could not see through this. It even 
escaped the scrutiny of the Retrenchment Committee. But one 
understands that the amount is about Rs. 20,000 or more a year. I 
maintain that there is no justification to keep this on at such a high 
cost of public revenue. 
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The Registrar is the head of this office. Under him there is the 
Deputy Registrar, Next there are two Assistant Registrars, one of 
them can surely do the little hit of supervision work, if any were needed, 
over the work of those who are actually in charge of the same. Over 
and above this, there is an Assistant Registrar in charge of this- 
Paper Book Department drawing a high pay. It is a pity that the 
conduct of the present incumbent was not found to be aboveboard as 
was explained a couple of years ago by the then Judicial Secretary. 

UJrnow that the* Hon'ble Member in charge of the Judicial De- 
partment will say in reply that he does not know anything as it is all 
under the High Court, ami the administration of the High Court is 
not under the control of the Local Government. This is one of the 
instances when one can properh say that he who pays for the piper 
must be given the right to call for the tune. I shall ask Mr. Hender- 
son who is going as an Additional Judge of the High Court to make it 
a point to inquire for himself and when he comes back in July, he 
might take up the matter in all seriousness. But as indicated above, 
when the facts show’ that the department is unnecessary, the House 
can express its disapproval about its maintenance, although Govern- 
ment may say that they are helpless in the matter. 

Sir, this is a matter which concerns everyone who has the misfor- 
tune to come up to the High Court with a faith in thp administration 
of justice, and it affects all communities and all sections of thig 
House. T would, therefore, request the w’hole House to vote solidly 
for this motion of mine. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 rise to speak on this 
motion with rather mixed feelings. The difficulty is this, Sir, that 
lay members of this House really do not know what paper books are. 
At least most of them do not, and I hope they will continue to be 
ignorant unless they are concerned with litigation when they will 
have enough knowledge. These paper books are simply transcripts 
of the records of the lower courts with translations of the vernacular 
papers. As can he imagined, they are rendered necessary because 
most of the Judges do not understand the vernacular of the province 
and because there is some degree of untidiness fe dealing with the 
original records from the courts below’, and the High Court Judges 
are much too superior persons to touch dirty records which are 
probably crumbling away. As a matter of fact, the High Court in 
1921 raised the costs of these paper books tremendously, and there 
wag a great deal of agitation over it. Vakils, as they were then 
called — Advocates practising on the Appellate Side — sent a deputa- 
tion to the Home Member of the Government of India, and thereafter 
there was a conference between the Judges of the High Court on the 
one hand and several Advocates on the other, and certain rules were 
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decided upon. In practice, Sir, about six or seven years later, it was 
found that these rules required revision. Then about four years ago 
— I am not perfectly certain about the year — a committee was 
appointed consisting of several Judges of the High Court and repre- 
sentatives of the Vakils and other branches of the profession and a 
representative of the Finance Department of the Government of 
Bengal, Mr. Gladding. This committee made certain recommenda- 
tions, and the work of the Paper Book Department is being carried 
on at present in accordance with the rules framed on the basis of those 
recommendations. Just at the present moment I have been inform- 
ed that the Judges have been thinking of making alterations in those 
rules, and yesterday afternoon in my capacity as President of the 
Bar Association I was informed that a note had been received from 
the High Court asking for the remarks and criticisms of advocates 
regarding the new rules proposed. A certain period of time has been 
given to the Association to formulate their remarks and criticisms 
and it is therefore rather difficult for me at the present moment either 
to support this motion of Mr. Mullick or to speak against it. But 
I do feel and believe that that feeling is shared by all sections of the 
community that have to use the High Court in various ways — I do 
feel that a great deal of public money is probably not being properly 
utilised ; so far as the Paper Book Department is concerned, the wgpk 
may very well be done by Advocates in certain cases and the work 
that is left, that is, supervision work, etc., may be done by the office. 
It is probably not necessary, therefore, to have a costly department 
to look into this matter. Of course, I do not know what the Hon’ble 
Member or his Secretary has got to say on this point and what 
instructions they have got from the High Court, but this is a matter 
which might, very carefully be looked into botli by the High Court 
and the Finance Department of the Government of Bengal. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: As Mr. Basu said, the 
rules with regard to the paper books are undergoing revision and the 
matter is under the consideration of the Judges, and this makes it 
difficult for us to offer any comments in this House. But at the same 
time the rules under consideration do not contemplate the abolition 
of the Paper Book* Department. They contemplate the continuance 
of the Paper Book Department and the amendments suggested are 
amendments only with regard to matters of detail. I need not trouble 
the House with further details about the question which has been 
raised by Mr. Mullick. But I have one complaint to m*ke against 
Mr. Mullick and that is that in connection with the F*per Book 
Department the only thing that he seems to have thought of is to 
secure relief to the public revenues by abolishing this Oeatly depart- 
ment. But he has not brought in the question of the grievances of 
the litigant public in this connection. Mr. Mulliok baa explained the 
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system under which cases are conducted on the Appellate Side of* the 
High Court. This House will perhaps remember that in regard to the 
Original Side of the High Court ad valorem court-fees are not paid 
for any suit but fees have to be paid for every little work done by the 
court or by the office. In the Appellate Side in the mu fas sal courts 
ad valorem court-fees are paid for every suit and every appeal. 
These court-fees you may take it are paid to distribute the cost of 
litigation not in accordance with the actual work done in every case, 
but by distributing it according to the value between the litigants of 
the province. Litigants on the Appellate Side, therefore, have to 
pay substantial sums, no matter whether the amount of work to be 
done is much or little. How much the litigants have to pay and what 
they get for it may be judged by reference to two sets if figures. If 
we look at the Red Book we will find that our receipts from court-fees 
even in this bad year are expected to be Rs. 2,3(1,00,000. Ad valorem 
court-fees and other court-fees are paid in connection with every 
piece of litigation and these fees are expected to bring in 
Rs. 2,30,00,000, but the total expenditure upon the administration of 
justice is only Rs. 77, 00, IKK), that is to say, the litigants of the province 
pay for the whole of the work done for them three times over. Never- 
theless, when in the High Court they want their appeals to be adjudi- 
cated upon, they are called upon to pay a further sum for every parti- 
cular or special work to be done for them in the preparation of the 
paper book. I can understand the parties being made to pay for the 
preparation of the paper books on the Original Side where there is 
no ad valorem fee, but every litigant pays what is wanted for every 
bit of work done for him. While you are realising this enormous sum 
from the litigants what benefit are you giving them in exchange for 
this money by administering justice — I will not say by selling justice 
•—at this prohibitive cost? Nevertheless, you make them pay much 
more than what they should pay or what they ought to have paid 
under a different system of preparation of paper book. No doubt, it 
will be said that it is an ancient custom which has come down from 
the past and the people have got accustomed to it, but I say that it is^ 
a system which has not got justice behind it. If these people have" 
got accustomed or used to pay for the preparafion o£ paper books in 
order to have the luxury of having their litigation decided by the 
High Court, there is no reason to increase their burden. There is no 
reason why the High Court should realise a larger sum of money 
over and above what they had been used to from the litigant public 
as fees. Therefore, the mere fact that the cost is little is no justifi* 
cation for increasing the burden on the public. My point is that 
the new rules for preparation of paper books has considerably added 
to the burden of the litigant public and this is a question which 
stands afart from the question of relieving the burden upon the public 
exchequer by abolishing the Paper Book Department. 
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||f, A. C. R. HENDERSONS f find that Mr. Mullick has two 
jfct&ms in connection with the Taper Book Department, but he spoke 
on motion No. 404 only, and I do not know if he wants me to deal 
with his No. 412 at the same time. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKi No. 412 is an entirely 
different matter. 

Mr. A. C. R. HENDERSON: Mr. Mullick is a prophet and has 
foretold with absolute accuracy what I shall have to say in reply 
to his motion. The Local Government has no control over the High 
Court in this matter, and it is really impossible for us to take any 
effective action. Mr. Narendra Kumar Ilasu has saved me a lot of 
trouble by giving some account of the various negotiations which 
were carried on regarding the preparation of the paper book. He 
has also explained what a paper book is. But I do not think it is true 
to Bay that the only reason for the preparation of paper hooks is that 
some of the Judges cannot read vernacular documents. I think one 
reason is that they find it extremely difficult to read the hand-writ- 
ing of District Judges and even now 1 wonder if they can read my 
own! I understood Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta to oppose this 
motion on the ground that we realise so much money from the liti- 
gants that it would not he fair to place any more burden on their 
shoulders. He, therefore, objects to the suggestion cf Mr. Mullick 
that the public revenues should be entirely relieved of this charge. 
I should be much obliged to he told that I have heard Dr. Sen 
Gupta correctly. Now I take it that he did so object. But in 
order to give effect to Mr. Mullick’s proposal, we are in this diffi- 
culty : we cannot stop the printing of the paper books; we cannot decide 
how the work should be done and who is to control the work and who 
is to edit it and all that sort of thing; and again we cannot control 
the cost either. 8© that cost has got to be paid by somebody and if we do 
not contribute from the provincial revenues, as we do at present to the 
cost of the Paper Book Department, then the only result will be that 
the parties will be compelled to pay more for the paper books and 
the number of appeals that will be struck off will increase to an extent 
that I am quite sure Mr. Mullick will consider alarming; so I do not 
think that we can possibly object to paying a certain sum to make up 
the loss in the Paper Book Department. Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil 
was quite right when he said that the Hon’ble Judges of the High 
Court had this matter under their consideration, and it is very prob- 
able that the whole system will be re-organised at an early date. A 
Committee of Judges has gone into the question and made certain 
recommendations and those recommendations have now been sent to 
Mr. Basu as Chairman of the Bar Association for its opinidl, and I 
think it is quite possible that in the near future there will be a change 



DEMAND FOR GRANT, 


im.] *; 


403 


and that the expenses now incurrfd on the Paper Book Dep&rtmqpLt 
will be considerably less. I cannot put it higher than that; hut 
hope that that will be the result. As the matter is under investiga- 
tion by the High Court, it is hoped Mr. Mullick will withdraw his 
motion. 


The motion of Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick was then, by leave 
of the House, withdrawn. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,28,600 under the head “24A — High Court” (page 
183, Civil Estimate) be reduced by Rs. 100 (to call attention to the 
system of appointment of Subordinate Judicial Officers). 

I ought to tell the non-lawyer meinl>ers of the House that the 
Subordinate Judges in Bengal as well as in the neighbouring pro- 
vinces are appointed under section 7 of the Civil Courts Act which says 
that the High Court shall nominate such person as it thinks fit to be 
a Munsif and the Local Government shall appoint him accordingly, 
that is to say, the High Court makes the recommendation and the 
Local Government has to accept that recommendation and appoint 
that person as Munsif. Sir, it is not unknown to members of the 
House that the administration of justice is really the bulwark on 
which the faith of the people in British administration rests, and the 
separation of the judicial and executive functions has been one of the 
main planks in the Indian National Congress platform from the very 
earliest times. It is admitted on all hands that judicial appoint- 
ments should be kept out of the hands of the executive and that as 
much as possible judicial officers should he free Low executive con- 
trol and trammel. But, Sir, would it be believed that at the present 
moment the Local Government here has formulated proposals to have 
the appointment of Munsifs taken away from the High Court y 

Sir, the Local Government in Bengal has formulated proposals to 
have the appointments of Munsifs taken away from the High Court, 
that is to say, to have section 7 of the Civil Courts Act amended, so that 
the appointment of Munsifs may he made by tKh^Exe^utive Govern- 
ment and not by the High Court. Sir, I warn the Local Govern- 
ment that the people of Bengal will not tolerate such an arrange- 
ment. If they have any faith in the honesty and fairness of the 
Civil Court Judges, it is due to the fact that they have not got to 
look upon the Executive Government for their appointments or for' 
any favours. They are a perfectly free body and so far as their 
judicial work is concerned, it may be familiar to most of this House 
that the Privy Council has times without number commended the - 
work of the Subordinate Judges who have been promoted from the 
Tank of Munsifs. 
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I am afraid that if the power of appointment of Munsifs were to 
be taken away from the High Court, it would not be on account of 
the merits of the candidates that they would be appointed but on 
account of other considerations — perhaps kow-towing to the officfer 
in charge at the moment and probably for falling in with certain 
peculiar views not only on judicial matters but on other matters also. 

I submit, Sir, that the Government would be committing the 
gravest mistake if they were to take away this rjght of appointment 
. of Munsifs from the High Court. Sir, if it is found that the number 
of Judges in the High Court is not enough to allow them time to 
make these appointments, I would submit that if a plebiscite w r ere 
* taken and if public opinion were really sought in the matter, it would 
be found to be unanimous that an addition should be made to the 
number of Judges if that were found necessary, but it would not 
agree to the taking away of the appointments to our judiciary from 
the High Court. Sir, I have heard it said that the High Court find 
it impossible to cope with judicial work, then why should it be saddled 
with administrative work. I shall not remark that it is really not 
the quantity of the work that matters always : it may be the quality 
of the worker. I am not going to say that. But I do say that if the 
High Court Judges find it difficult for want of time to make these 
appointments which their predecessors found time to do during the 
last 70 years, give them two or more Additional Judges : that would 
cause less grievance than if the appointments were to be made by the 
Government. 

Khtn Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, I am afraid 
I will have .to oppose this motion. I do not see any logic in the 
speech just delivered by my friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. 
When a Munsif is first appointed, be is entirely a dark horse and 
whether be is appointed by the High Court or by the Executive 
Government, it is not possible for the selecting authority to judge 
the judicial capacity of men who are appointed to the Judicial De- 
partment. Both the High Court and the Executive Government, in 
selecting a candidate for the appointment of a Munsif, can only look 
to his educational •qualifications, to his law degree and his general 
capacity for work, and there is no reason to suppose that the Execu- 
tive Government which makes all other appointments — much higher 
appointments — in the same way is likely to err in the matter. Mr. 
Basu would htfve been on firmer ground if he had contended that 
promotions to the higher appointments in the service, and not in 
making the initial appointments, should be made on the recom- 
mendation of the High Court and not on that of the Executive, 
because the High Court knows more about tbe work of the officer con- 
cerned and his merits. The High Court ought to be given preference 
4>ver the Executive so far as promotions are concerned. But in the 
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case of initial appointment, I tliink it should rest with the Executive 
Government and not with the High Court who I do not think, are 
better judges of mankind than the Executive. ^ 

Mr* BYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I am not surprised 
at the opposition of Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin to this motion, 
because although he has retired and ceased to be a member of the 
Executive Service — I do not venture to call him “ex-Commissioner, M 
Mr. Prentice will remember why I do not wish to call him so — he 
still has some love for the Executive Branch of the Government. 
(Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin : "Because I know better than you.") 
The reason why I feel that these appointments should not be placed ^ 
entirely under the control of (be Executive is simply this : There 
is a general anxiety on the part of the public that the judiciary should 
be made as free of executive control as possible. That is the chief 
reason why we on this side of the House have heard with apprehension 
of the suggestion that a time may come when the present powers of 
the High Court might be transferred to the Government of Bengal. 

Of course, it is not possible for ub to know what has been happening 
behind the scene. We huve heard all sorts of rumours that pro- 
posals have already been placed before the High Court with regard 
to this question and that the High Court has given it as its opinion 
that the present system should not be interferred with. We yet hope 
that this will be the ultimate decision of the Government. If a pro- 
* posal is made to take away the present powers of the High Court, one 
would naturally ask for reasons why such a change is proposed. A 
system which has worked for the last 70 years and worked, according 
even to Mr. Momin, without giving rise to any legitimate complaint, 
what justification is there to propose that this power should he taken 
away from the High Court? The mere chance that the future 
arrangements, if they are transferred to the Government of Bengal, 
might bring in happier results is a proposition with which we cannot 
find ourselves in agreement. It is on those who propose an altera- 
tion that the onus lies to show that if the present system is altered, it 
will actually lead to better results. To sum up^ the public, even as . 
matters stand at present, have greater confidence .in Qie High Court 
than in the Executive Government. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I will only reply 
to one point and sit down. One of the reasons why the present system 
of judicial recruitment has failed is that unless one happens to be a 
relation of a judicial officer, he has absolutely no chance ordinarily, 
however qualified be may be, of being appointed in the Judicial 
Branch. (Question.) You may question, but that is a feeling with 
a good section of the public and that is the reason that for some time 
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past there has been a general demand that in order to give equal oppor- 
tunities to the educated middle class, these appointments should rest 
with the Executive Government and not with the High Court. It is 
only fair that the relationship criterion should be done away with. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: The two Khan 

Bahadurs have spoken against this motion. Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Momin does not find any logic in the speech of Mr. Narendra Kumar 
Basu. I wonder if he has found any common sense in it. Well, he 
thinks that because at the time of appointment as Munsifs the can- 
didates are more or less dark horses, therefore anybody — any man in 
the street — could make the appointments and take a chance as one 
does in the race course. Well, that is not the idea. Mr. Momin has 
himself been responsible for numerous appointments and perhaps he 
has acted on Selection Committees for appointments to public offices. 
But what will he think about appointing u person to the post of an 
Engineer by men who have had no idea of engineering. (Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque: “They are the best men to 
judge.”) I say they are not the best men, excuse me. In the same 
vay, the judicial work, the legal work, is also a specialised work 
which requires specialists to judge whether a particular person is 
likely to he better for that specialised work than another person. (A 
voice: “Look at his face.”) That sort of appointment of relations 
and friends is more to be found in the Executive than on the Judi- 
cial side. Looking at the face or looking at the pedigree or looking, 
at relationship, ns the other Khan Bahadur has referred to (Khan 
Kahadur Azizul JIaque) is, I may say, not unknown in Writers’ 
Buildings. It is more known in the Writers’ Buildings than in the 
High Court.*’ (Question.) Well, Sir, it stands to reason that a 
person who is responsible for carrying on the administration of justice 
of the province should be entitled to select the men who are to run 
that system. Now, the High Court is responsible for the administra- 
tion of justice of the province and it is only fair and plain common 
sense— it may not be logic which will commend itself to Khan Bahadur 
Abdul Momin — that they should be responsible for the persons 
appointed to the Julicial Service. Suppose the appointments are 
made by the Secretariat, would you not hear the High Court Judges 
saying some day, when they were criticised for the poor quality of 
the administration of justice, “you gave us these instruments, they 
are not of our choice”? (Kiian Bahadur Abdul Momin: “District 
Judges are appointed by Writers’ Buildings.”) District Judges are 
not appointed by Writers’ Buildings. I expected Khan Bahadur 
Abdul Momin, as a retired Executive Officer, would have greater 
knowledge of these things. No doubt the members of the Civil 
Service are appointed by Writers’ Buildings. District Judges re- 
cruited from the Bar are not appointed by Mr. Prentice. You will 
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remember that when appointments are made Selection Committed 
are appointed on which High Court Judges sit as members. Well 
these are altogether irrelevant points. 

Sir, I started with two propositions, firstly, that when you ar< 
making appointments to do expert work, it is only common sense that 
they should be selected by experts. In the second place, when you 
are appointing a person for doing a particular job, the man who is 
responsible for the job should be responsible for the appointment of 
that person. Thele are so familiar principles that I am surprised to 
find that any attempt should be made to get round this course. Khan 
Bahadur Asisul Haque has tried to make out the real reason why this 
thing is objected to. His information is that sons and relations of 
judicial officers are appointed. Khun Bahadur Azizul Haque is very 
much given to statistics and I should have thought he would bring 
forward some statistics to prove his insinuation. (Khan Bahadur 
Azi/cl Haque : “I want notice of that question.”) He had plenty 
of notice. I should say it is certainly a matter which Government 
considers and which the High Court also considers, namely, that a 
person who is otherwise well qualified is also a relation of a retired 
officer. That is a circumstance. Sir, which is not overlooked either by 
the Government or the High Court. But at the same time, 1 know 
of many cases in which distinguished law graduates have been 
appointed to posts of Munsifs who have had absolutely nobody on 
earth to whom they could point as members of Government service. 
There are no exceptions. During the time of Justice (Tuning, while 
in charge of this department, there was nothing like this. I know 
several of my old students, distinguished graduates, who were wait- 
ing for, several years together trying to get appointments in any other 
departments, got into the Judicial Service without any difficulty and 
patronage whatsoever. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am glad that this dis- 
cussion has been raised, because I think there has been a tremendous 
lot of misapprehension about the whole question. I am sorry to differ 
from Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, but most of his statements as to 
how officers are appointed were wrong. When the Government of 
India Act was passed, section 96B(2) gave tlfe Secretary of State 
power to lay down certain rules, and he laid down rules for all 
provincial services, one of which is to the effect — I am quoting from 
memory — that no one shall be appointed to a provincial service 
Unless by examination or on the nomination of a permanent Board of 
Selection or, if on pure nomination, with the previous sanction 
of the Governor General. Those were the rules for all provincial 
services, and Government were at once faced with this difficulty 
that there was one provincial service m., the Judicial branch of thU 
Provincial Civil Service, to which these rules could not apply. The 



DEMAND FOE GRANT. 


[21st Mae., 


question was which should apply— the old Civil Courts Act or the pro- 
visions of the new Government of India Act. That question arose 
about 8 years ago. It was discussed at great length with the aid of 
all our legal advisers, and Government decided finally to proceed on 
the lines that all members of provincial services should be appointed 
on the same basis, i.e. f accordance with the Secretary of State’s 
rules and that was what led to the proposal for amending the Civil 
Courts Act. The proposal was postponed because of the coming 
constitutional changes, but the Government of Beqgal made no secret 
of its intentions, because when the Simon Commission was here, one 
of the points that were raised about the position of the High Court was 
the dual control which has been referred to in connection with a pre- 
vious resolution and another was this point about the members of a 
provincial service being appointed by a body which is not subordinate 
to the Local Government. In the process of the evolution of the con- 
stitution and the discussions connected therewith, this point has come 
more and more to the front. In a short time there will be provincial 
autonomy, but the appointment to one of your main 
provincial services will not be in your hands so long 
as the Civil Courts Act stands, and on this purely con- 
stitutional question Government had to consider what their attitude 
was going to be, and they repeated the recommendation which was 
made several years ago that the luw should be changed so that the 
Provincial Government should have control over the appointments to 
its own provincial service. After all, I think, that is a principle 
from which many members of this House may differ in connection 
With this precise service, but which in other connections, I imagine 
they strongly approve. 

Mr. Basu’s speech seemed to me to be very confused. For he mixed 
up the original power of appointment with the subsequent power of 
control ; after all these two things are entirely different. The only 
thing that thif proposal of ours refers to is the selection of those who 
will become members of the Provincial Judicial Services. That is 
what the proposal deals with. At present they are not selected dike 
members of the other provincial services by the Provincial Govern- 
ment either by examination or on the advice of a permanent Board of 
Selection. Should tl^e method of appointment not be modified? That 
is the whole question at issue. There is no intention of interfo&tt 
with the question of judicial discretion. v 

Mr. Basu in this connection referred to the question of the separa- 
tion of the judicial and the executive. He must be much bettetty 
acquainted with the literature on the subject than I am. But no j#o- 
posal that the appointment and control of the Deputy and Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates should be taken away from the Local Government and 
given to the High Court, has even been put forward in any of the 
literature that 1 have seen. But leaving that question aside, this is 
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the position. If you have provincial autonomy, are you not going 
to have also the right of appointment to all your provincial services? 
That is the point at issue. As regards the method of selection, the 
proposals of the Government of Bengal would naturally be that the 
Selection Committee should include judicial experts. Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen Gupta referred in this connection to the selection of 
District Judges from the Bar. In that case we asked the High Court 
to nominate one or two members of the Selection Committee and the 
Committee was a pyrely judicial one. There is no intention of inter- 
fering with judicial discretion or freedom of the officers. But under 
the law as it stands at present, their selection is not in the hands of 
the Provincial Government, and when provincial autonomy comes, you 
will not have the control of all your provincial services. It is purely 
from this constitutional point of view that the Government have 
been dealing with this question. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved that the demand of 
Kb. 1,28,600 under the head “24 A — High Court” be reduced by Kb. 40 
(to raise a discussion as to the desirability of reeruitiug at a very early 
date at least 50 per cent, of the District and Sessions Judges in Bengal 
from the legal profession). 

He addressed the Council in Bengali. A translation of his speech 
is as follows: — 

“Sir, in bringing the motion for a cut of Rs. 40 from the demand of 
Rs. 1,28,600 under the head “High Court,” I would like to propose 
that at least 50 per cent, of the District and Sessions Judges should 
he recruited from amongst the lawyers in Bengal. For, the trial 
carried out by Indian Civil Service officers who come to hold these 
posts from outside Bengal leaves much to be desired. In the first 
place, they cannot follow the depositions of the witnesses in Bengali 
•ad* secondly, most of the intricate title suits in Bengal elude their 
grasp. Considering all these circumstances, I think that at least half 
tile number of the District and Sessions Judges should be recruited 
from” amongst the members of the legal profession insBengal. 

^Jbope this motion of mine will be supported by all.” 

The Hon’bJe Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: This question about 
appointing at least 50 per cent, of the District and Sessions Judges 
in Bengal from the legal profession impinges on the present constitu- 
tion of the Judicial Service. Formerly most of the posts of District 
Judges were in the cadre of the Indian Civil Service, but at the time 
of the Lee Commission certain percentages were laid down for listed 
posts, and in accordance with those orders there were to be nine posts 
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of District Judges which were listed as open to the members of the 
Provincial Judicial Service and there were four open to members of 
the Bar. This allocation of appointments is not a matter, I think, 
which is within the powers of the Local Government. It is laid down 
for us by the Secretary of State, and those are the present conditions 
under which there are four posts allotted in the judicial cadre for 
members of the Bar. Those four posts have been filled up by members 
of the Bar and in accordance with the orders we have received the 
other nine posts have been filled up by membess of the Provincial 
Service. That is all that we can do under the powers that we have. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then put and 
lost. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,28,600 under the head “24A — High Court” (page 133, Civil 
Estimate) be reduced by Rs. 100 (to call attention to the system of 
hearing of second appeals by junior Judges sitting singly). 

Sir, for the information of the lay members of the House, I might 
say that second appeals are appeals brought to the High Court from 
the appellate decrees or orders of officers in the mu fas ml, that is to say, 
when a case is heard by a Munsif or a Subordinate Judge, in the case 
of a Munsif always and in the case of a Subordinate Judge sometimes, 
the appeal lies to the District Judge who hears it himself or makes 
it over to his Subordinate Judges, and from the decrees made by the 
Subordinate Judge or the District Judge there is an appeal to the 
High Court only in certain limited cases. I would like to impress 
thut second appeals in civil cases to the High Court are not allowed 
on questions of fact but are limited to questions of law, and they 
form a vast majority of the work of the High Court as the Appellate 
Court. The Appellate Side of the High Court hears civil ami criminal 
appeals as well as revision cases, which for present purposes may be left 
out of consideration, but the number of civil cases and the number 
of points of law emerging out of these civil cases is tremendous and 
most of the time of the Judges of the High Court is taken up in decid- 
ing these second ap^pt-als. For a number of years the second appeals 
were always heard by division benches consisting of two Judges. This 
was all the more necessary because as I have said important issues of 
law are involved in most of these cases and the decision of the Judges 
of the division bench in those cases was taken not only to decide the 
particular case before them, hut as settling the judicial course of 
authority on that question and the decision of these Judges was taken 
as binding on all the other Judges not only of the High Court hut also 
the subordinate courts. As the Members of the House are aware, the 
litigants, as shortly before pointed out by Dr. Sen Gupta, pay an 
enormous supi to the coffers of Government, a sum thrice in excess 
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of what is spent strictly for the purpose of litigatidft, and &ey are, 
therefore, I submit, entitled to the full value of their money. Several 
years ago there was a rule made by the Judges of the High Court 
that certain second appeals might be heard by a single Judge antf' 
not by several Judges sitting together. I need hardly remind tha* 
House that when an important question of law is being considered, 
it is always better to have the advice and the orders of two head* 
than one. However, there was that rule, but the rule was observed 
more in the breach than in the observance. As a matter of fact, 
single Judge benches, if I may so style them, or courts, were very 
rarely sitting in those days. The tide seemed to have turned about 
the year 1927. About that time, the power of the single Judges to 
decide cases was exercised more and more in the High Court. Well, in 
December, 1927, to be precise, on the 9th December, 1927, it seems 
that the Letters Patent of the High Court were amended. I must say 
that before that amendment, whenever a case was decided by a single 
Judge, there was an appeal allowed by the Letters Patent of the 
High Court to the High Court itself, that is to say, to a bench of two 
or three Judges, and you will not he surprised to hear that in very 
many of these cases decided by a single Judge, the decision of the 
single Judge was upset. What happened was that in December, 
1927 — I am sorry to use the word — steps were taken by somebody or 
some authority to have the Letters Patent amended clandestinely, and 
the first notice that people out here in India got was on the 14th 
January, 1928, when the amendment was published in the Calcutta 
Gazette. Here, in passing, I may say that the Letters Patent having 
been imprinted with the Royal Sign Manual of His Majesty were 
rightly treated us sacrosanct, and there was not much protestation 
against it. As members will remember, His Majesty’s name was — if 
I may say so — very improperly dragged in, as was done in the case of 
the transfer of the capital from Calcutta, and it was sought to give a 
sacrosanct character to it. As I said, it was in January, 1928, this 
amendment of the Letters Patent was made known, disallowing an 
appeal as formerly from the decision of a single Judge of the High 
Court unless the Judge trying the case were to give a certificate that 
there might be an appeal. Well, Judges aft£r all, even if they are 
High Court Judges, are human beings, and they are very chary of 
giving leave to appeal against their own judgments. It is also stated — 

I am not sure with what truth — that even in the High Court instruc- 
tions may be given, and the instructions were to be as chary of 
giving leave to appeal as possible. However, up to that time, even 
though the rule was there, the number of cases heard by Judges 
sitting singly was exceedingly small. Moreover, though the rule had 
been there for about 20 years, and second appeals of the value up to 
Rs. 1,000 could be heard by single Judges, up to November, 1929, 
it w na only cases of the value of below Rs. 50 that were heard by 
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single Judges. In November, 1929, suddenly it was discovered that 
the High Court had decided that there should be a larger number of 
Judges sitting singly and hearing cases of the value of Rs. 500 and 
downwards. I may mention to the members of the House that the 
total number of cases valued at Rs. 500 and below is about 80 per cent, 
of the second appeals heard by the Court. Therefore, the position is 
that since 1929 these second appeals which form the bulk of the work 
of the High Court, and which form the bulk of the gold mine out of 
which the administration makes so much, are being heard by single 
Judges. Sir, I shall not make any reflections upon any of the Judges 
of the High Court. It is neither within my competence to do so, nor 
is it my business to do so, but I must say that it is common knowledge 
that the calibre of the Judges of the High Court has gone down tre- 
mendously in recent years. I must not say that insidious attempts are 
made by the appointing authority to see that only fourth class men are 
appointed, but it does appear that the calibre of the men who are 
brought out to preside over the benches of the High Court or pro- 
moted from the Indian Civil Service has gone down considerably. 
It must be said that the Indian Civil Service men who go up to the 
High Court have very little experience generally of civil cases. They 
have to spend most of their time doing sessions cases and hearing 
one or two probate cases in the districts. They do not get oppor- 
tunities of learning civil law, and to ask these men, as soon as they 
are appointed Judges of the High Court, to sit in appeal over cases 
tried by grey-haired Subordinate Judges who have heard the first 
appeal is, I submit, a mockery of justice. We know that very often 
the decisions of the benches of the High Court and even of the full 
benches of the High Court have been upset by the Privy Council when 
the High Court had upset in its turn the judgment of the Subordinate 
Judge. In cases, too numerous to mention, when the Subordinate Judge 
has been upset by the High Court, the Privy Council has upset the 
High Court reaffirming the decision of the Subordinate Judge. 
That the public should have any confidence in a man who was a Dis- 
trict Judge or Barrister only the day before to sit in appeal over grey- 
liaired Subordinate Judges and to upset their points of law is, I submit, 
straining the confidence^ the people too much. Then so far as questions 
in the second appealsuare concerned, most of them are questions regard- 
ing the Bengal Tenancy Act, and I am quite sure that nobody would 
accept that a Judge fresh from England or from the Original Side 
of the High Court or a member of the Indian Civil Service who is pgn 
moted to the High Court would be able to go through the intricaefA of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act with which he had nothing to do during the 
whole course of his previous existence, either as a Lawyer or as a Judge. 

Sir, the public confidence, as I have said, in these Judges who are 
appointed in this fashion is very low, and the system that was in 
yogue before, that every junior J udge had to sit by the side of a 

* M. 
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senior Judge and to learn his work before he was allowed to deal with 
appeals from the vivfassal , was, I submit, the proper system. The 
system of allowing these junior Judges to sit os the final court of 
appeal is, I submit, something which is absolutely unfair to the liti- 
gant public. I know that one of the reasons why this system was 
adopted was for the purpose of seeing that justice was not unduly delayed. 
But I am quite sure that the Hon'ble Mr. Prentice will support me when 
I say that by this system the delay in justice has not been avoided. 
What we have seeh is the spectacle of Judges sitting for fifty or five 
hundred rupee cases for three or four days and then taking more than a 
day to deliver judgment; this is the sort of delay which takes place, 
And'even if delay is obviated by this system, I can certainly remind the 
House that if justice is not delayed, but justice is rushed, then justice 
is in reality denied. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. A. C. R. HENDERSON: My friend, Mr. Ba.su, has more or 
less given the history which led to the change in procedure to which he 
objects. As a result of the recommendations of the Civil Justice Com- 
mittee, the Letters Patent not only of this High Court but also of all 
the High Courts were amended so as to make it possible to introduce 
this change. I notice that he objects to appeals being heard by a 
junior Judge, but I am not quite sure whether he is technically correct. 
I understand a junior Judge to be a Judge of a composite bench and 
such an expression has no meaning, and is never used, when applied to 
a court presided over by one Judge only. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8US As opposed to a senior Judge 
of the High Court, a man who has been a Judge for some time. 

Mr. A* C. R. HENDERSON: Well, I am afraid that is a defini- 
tion which does not take us very far, and it is impossible to say how 
many of the Judges are senior and how many are junior. At any 
rate, it is quite clear that this is a matter which must rest with His 
Lordship the Chief Justice, and it is for him ft> .arrange which bench 
should preside over what court, and who is to preside over what bench. 

I do not know whether my friend Mr. Basu proposes that benches should 
be constituted by votes of this Council ; but this is a matter with which 

iMHinot interfere. It is for His Lordship to arrange who is to pre- 
side over any court. 

Sir, I do not propose to go into the question whether the public have 
any confidence in the Judges. I do not think that is a matter which 
I ought to deal with, and I will merely deal with the reasons which led 
to this recommendation being made. After all there is a feeling shared 
by many jMople that there ought to be some end to litigation, and there 
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k aL„ » that ifi;®ur present system the rich man has rather an 

unfair advantage over a poor man. Most of "the Members of this 
Council must know of cases in which the poorer man had to give way 
simply because he could not afford to go on from court to court. No^ 
this procedure to which Mr. Basu objects is confined to five-hundrefc 
rupee cases, and I ask the members of this Council whether it is really 
necessary that five-hundred-rupee cases should be taken into four courts. 

Surely there should be some limit, and if there is a feeling that 
litigation should be cheap and speedy, then surely *it is quite reason- 
able to take some steps to put a stop to the endless stages in deciding, 
cases of this sort. I am aware of the fact that many of these five- 
hundred-rupee cases are not really five-hundred-rupee cases at all, 
because we know that to avoid payment of court-fees, the parties deli- 
berately undervalue their cases. If they put a true valuation on the 
plaint and pay the proper court-fees, they will get their first appeal in 
the High Court itself. So, I submit, Sir, that this is a matter in which 
we cannot interfere and in which the Council would not desire to inter- 
fere. I, therefore, ask my friend to withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result: — 

AYEI. 


Bakak, iNM lyak MljM. 

Baaarji, Mr. P. 

■mutK Bala Jltaalralal. 

Bmi, Mr. NtrtMka Kaaiar. 

Baa*, Mr. AM. 

tkaatkari, Baku K talari HUmm. 

•kaatkarl, Kkaa Bakatar MuM Aliiaamaiaa. 
DkaaPfcart, MaaM ly tk Oaaua HaMar. 
Dlavikary, HaJI Ba« Akaat 
•kavtkary, MaaM AMal Bkaai. 

■arafji, MaaM Bar Bakaua Kkaa. 

PatiaMk, MaaM Makaaiiaak. 

Haf*a, Kkaa lakaMr MaaM Aafcai. 

Naqaa, Katl laMaial. 

Naaata, Ravak Naakarrat, Kkaa Bakatar. 
Naaaata, MaaM NakaaiawA 
Kaaaai, MaaM Akal. 

Kkaa, MaaM TaateaMa. 

MaM, Mr. B. t 

Mtttra, Baka karat Maa^t. 


Maiata, Kkaa Bakaiar Makaaiaiak AMai. 
Maakarjaa, Mr. lyiai^md. 

Mafltek, Mr. Makaata Salary. 

Milky, Mafcaraja Irk 0 kukri, af Karhakanr. 
Qaaaa*, MaaM Alai. 

Bakaaai, Mr. A. 

Rafcaiaa, MaaM Atliar. 

Baikal, Mr. Fmaaaa Dak. 

Rai Mafcaul, Maaiaira Dak. 

Ray, Bala Kkattar Makaa. 

Bay, Mr. Ilaati Ikakkarwvar. 

Ray OkaaMkary, Baka latfel 6 kukri. 

Baal, Baka HaaaaL 
Ray, Baka Utaakra Balk. 

Bay, Mr. laral Kaaiar. 

•akaaa, Baka latya Klafcar. 
taaak, Maalvl AMaa. 

•aa, Bal BafcaSar kayaak fkaakra. 

•aa, Bal laklk Akakay Kaaua. 

•aa Bapta, Dr. Banaft Skaakra. 


H0I1 


Ataal, Ma valuta Kkwaji Makavsatf, Kkaa 


Farapat, tfca Ntatto Bavafc K. A M, Kktt 


AmaVMf, Mr. W. L 
Bal, Bal tekM larat tkaatra. 


Paaaa, Mr. L. B. 


Bkaty, Mr. t. A 

BUM, Ma b. a 

Oaapar, Mr. A A 
Data, Mr. A A 

Daa, Kai Bakatar Raatt Kaaar. 


BBaftrM, Mr. B. A 
Baka, Mr. F. A 


Mao, Mr. A F. 
Maapar, Mr. A A 
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Nwwta, liM Utotot 
lMklnilr.A. «. C. 

Maftof*. Mr. L. T. 

■Mar. tfea Mm'Mi Mr PfWM* Ckswkr. 

■•rtianr. Mr. H. R. 

, Jtofeftmratf B. A. 

RilMpSlls, Mm Nm'Mi Mr. Khwija. 

< Ntf*. *r. M. S. V. 
ftrnm, »• Nm*M« Mr. W. 0. R. 

Praetor. Lt-M. A. M. 

RskMM, Mr. A. r. M. AMir-. 

Ray MMVikwy. Mr. K. «. 

a 

The Ayes being 40 and Noes 41 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT ■ it means a 


t GRANT. 

RaM, Mr. R. « ? * s* 

Ray. tba MaaWttr. Bijay Praato ttafk. 
ftarfcar, Ral lakto RakaM «akaa. 

•aa. Mr. B. R. 
ttaptotaa, Mr. N. C. 

•tavea. Mr. 4. W. R. 

Tkaa ipaaa . Mr. W, M. 

TaaraaaR, Mr. M. P. V. 

WNkfaaaa, Mr. M. R. 

Waakkaai, tfca Haa’kla Mr. 4. A. 
Wartowartk, Mr. w. fi. 


the motion was lost. 


narrow escape for me. (Laughter.) 


Mr. A. R. E. LOCKHART: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,28,000 under the head “24 A — Administration of Justice — 
‘High Court” (page 133, Civil Estimate) be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
discuss the inconveniences imposed upon juries and witnesses in the 
High Court). 

I move this motion with txmsiderable diffidence, firstly as to its 
utility because of the repeated remarks of Government that they are 
unuble to control the actions of the High Court, and I am further 
diffident in the presence of the many legal luminaries who grace these 
benches and who probably will wonder at the temerity of one who is 
not of their fraternity daring to address the House on a question of 
. administration of justice ! Probably very soon the full enormity of 
my offence will dawn upon me, but I am encouraged nevertheless to 
speak on this motion because I am certain that I carry with me the 
support of that poor and unfortunate creature, the ordinary citizen, 
and of those unfortunates who suffer from the vagaries df justice and * 
that offhand and highhanded attitude of the authorities responsible 
for calling High Court juries and witnesses. I have, 1 am afraid, no 
personal experience of being a witness in the High Court. I was, how- 
ever, only just saved from wasting four good working days when I 
was called as a witness before a Special Tribunal. I was saved only 
by a certain independence of spirit which caused me to absent myself "■ 
from court without leave for three days. Toward# the end of the fourth 
day I was called; and, playing them at their own game, Icept them wait- 
ing for 10 minutes. This is not confined to Special Tribunals only and "* 
from secondhand experience I have heard many terrible stories of wit- 
nesses having to spend hour after hour, wasting their time, sitting on a 
hard bench, waiting to be called as witnesses in their cases. 8ir t 
justice must be thorough and 1 should be the last person to suggest that 
it should be otherwise, but it is undoubtedly the feeling of the ordinary 
man in the street that a great deal of his time is wasted. A man's 
livelihood and his time seems to be of little account beside legal quibbles 
which are brought in such a manner as to waste as much of his time as 
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possible. 1 also make bold to suggest that their Lordships and therefore 
the High Court machinery should start work a little sooner and finish a 
little luter. A business office starts work at 10 a.m. and sits till 5-30 
or even alter that. Therefore, I cannot see any good reason why the 
High Court and the legal fraternity should not do likewise. An im- 
jnense amount of time and therefore money would be saved thereby ; the 
tax-payers’ money would be saved and generally they would be in a 
position to reduce their staff consequent upon the extra work that would 
be put in. 

As to juries and methods of calling them, at the present this is in the 
hands of a Crown officer. I do not mean to cast any aspersion on the 
work of the Crown officer in this connection because it is not his fault 
♦hat he has not the machinery necessary to compile the list. He writes 
letters to people asking for particulars and upon them he makes up the 
jury list and he is extremely lucky if he gets any answer to his letters 
pt all. Upon such a basis it is manifestly impossible to compile a pro- 
per jury list. For the two kinds, special and common jury, there are 
pbout 1,500 under the former head and from 0,000 to 7,000 under the 
second head, the qualifications for the first head being under a section 
pf the Criminal Procedure Code which takes into account the property, 
pharacter and reputation of the individual and those under the second 
head being mainly a knowledge of English. This means that for the 50 
paillions of Bengal, all the High Court jury work is done by less than 
0,000 people. I maintain that there are many times this number who 
pre in possession of the necessary qualifications for jury work. 

Ab to the methods of calling a jury, one hundred names are 
ballotted for out of the list, who have to attend the court every day 
or on such days {is the court will decide until they are wanted. Thus 
» specimen of th£ genus, busy business man — there are not many now- 
pdways but we hope that shortly they will rise like a covey of Phoenixes 
from the ashes of the present depression — such a man may have to 
waste — possibly the word “waste” is a little unfair— to spend every 
day or every other day when the court is in session. Furthermore, 
unless he should have some special exemption as a result of the arduous 
nature of the jury work for which eventually he was called, he may 
have to serve as many as 15 sessions during his lifetime, whereas in 
England the jury Jist is compiled in such a way that a man is hardly 
ever called upon to act as a juror more than once in a lifetime. It is 
definitely essential that some change should be made. Now that the 
electoral rolls for the provincial and central legislatures are being re- 
modelled, I suggest that they may be used as a basis for the jury lists of 
the future, and in any case I think the House will agree that a revision 
pf the list is essential and that a little more care and consideration 
should be used in the calling of witnesses and in the handling of jurors 
than are at present aooorded to them. 
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Mr. A.C. R. HENDERSON: Sir, may I congratulate Mr. Lockhart 
on the very excellent maiden speech which he has made in this House? 
But it is a matter of great regret to me that I shall not be able to give 
him much satisfaction. His motion assumes that trial by jury is a 
necessary part of our judicial system, and he does not want it to be 
abolished. Therefore, I assume that the advisability of having jury 
trials is not called in question. The moment you agree to this system 
of trial by jury, it becomes an important public duty of every citisen 
to do his share of the work by sitting as a juror. All the inconveniences 
referred to by Mr. Lockhart are due to the system of trial by jury itself. 
In order to have a proper system of trial by jury, it is necessary to 
see that the prosecuting authorities have nothing whatever to do with 
their selection, and the only way by which you can ensure that, is by 
having a system of ballot. It is further necessary to ensure that it is 
not possible for the Clerk of the Crown or anybody else to manoeuvre the 
position so that he can arrange that a particular juryman is able to sit 
in a particular case, and that is why the jurymen are summoned not to 
try a particular case, but to try cases in a particular sessions. There- 
fore, it is impossible to avoid the inevitable inconvenience which mem- 
bers of the jury have to undergo in that respect. It is impossible for 
the Clerk of the Crown to say at the beginning of the sessions that the 
jurymen need not come back till they are called, as he cannot say when 
the next case will be taken up. But I am quite sure that as far as he 
can, he does his best to prevent any unavoidable inconvenience. 

The other objection of Mr. Lockhart was that the courts might sit 
earlier and rise later. That will not be of much help to the jurymen. 
They would still not know on what dates they would have to come and 
so on. But I am afraid Mr. Lockhart has overlooked the unfortunate 
gentlemen who have to prosecute and defend the cases. • It is all right 
for the TUdge who comes to sit on the bench; hut the counsel on both 
sides have to spend hours almost from sunrise to prepare their cases 
and they would not have time to do this. The cases would not be 
properly attended to and the actual trial of the cases would take longer 
than it does now. 

The other objection was to the way in which the jury list is pre- 
pared. Well, I must say that I sympathise with him ; because in a 
district where I was Judge, I found that the jury lilt was so out of 
date that many of the jurymen were either dead or had left the place. 
The Clerk of the Crown cannot be blamed for that. He calls for names 
from people concerned, but they do not reply. Surely the association 
Mr. Lockhart represents could give information to him of the persons 
who are liable to be called as jurors and thus do a public duty. So much 
for the jury. 

The position with regard to witnesses is really much more difficult. 
Although it is possible to arrange the passage of the budget with the 
assistance of the guillotine, it is quite impossible to gullotine witnesses 
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and neither the Court nor the Counsel has the le£u£ idetff^tb'howlong 
a deposition will take. I am quite sure if Mr. Basu were to ersmine 
a frank faithful witness like Mr. Lockhart, he would finish in five 
minutes; but if he were to examine a witness like, say, Mr. Jitendralal 
Bannerjee, he might go on for days. But you cannot abolish witnesses. 
If they were abolished, the lawyers would have to go and join the un- 
employed. As long as witnesses are necessary for the administration of 
justice, it is quite impossible to say when a particular witness wi}l be 
required to attend the court, and give his evidence. Here, again, the 
courts and Pleaders engaged arrange as far as possible to give wit- 
nesses a rough idea as to when their deposition will be taken. But 
I am afraid it is impossible for me to say more than that. I cannot 
promise that the inconveniences of the witnesses will be removed. It 
is inevitable in our administration. So I hope Mr. Lockhart will 
withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Mr. Lockhart was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 11 


Hftji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : Sir, 1 move that the demand 
of Ks. 1,28,000 under the head “24A — High Court” (page ld-l, Civil 
Estimate) be reduced by Rs. 4 (adjournment costs should be added in the 
decree). 

He delivered a speech in Bengali in support of his motion of which . 
the following is a translation: — 

“Sir, in moving a cut of Rs. 4 from the demand of Rs. 1,28,000 
under the head “High Court,” I would like to say that in the court of a 
Subordinate Judge or a Munsif when a party prays for adjournment, 
the court orders it to pay adjournment costs to the other party. Now, 
the practice which is in vogue at present is to make this payment 
through the Pleaders engaged on behalf of the party concerned. But 
unfortunately in some of the cases this amount is not paid to the party 
concerned, and it is withheld by the Pleaders either on the pretext of 
subscriptions for their^clubs or as the fee payable to them. Hence, the 
purpose for whtch the adjournment costs are ordered to be paid viz., 
to compensate the loss sustained by the other party, is defeated. 

I, therefore, suggest that adjournment costs may be added to or sub- 
tracted, as the ease may be, from the amount decreed as costs, etc. I 
hope Government will accept this motion of mine and ask the High 
Court to take necessary steps. 


Mr, A, G. R, HENDERSON: Sir, I am afraid that I am not of 
much use at juaderatanding the Bengali language; but, as far as I could 
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gather, aUbtHtJli thb motion is for a out in the demand under High 

Chunt the Hon’ble Member’s remarks were with regard to what wa» 
going on in mufassal courts. It is within the discretion of the court 
to do certain things and the court is supposed to exercise its discretion 
in certain ways. There are three possibilities. In the first instance 
the court may award no costs; in which case nothing more remains to 
be done. In the second place, the order for costs may he made what is 
kndwn as a condition precedent. I understand that the Haji Sahib is 
a. keen and experienced litigant, and he probably knows all about this 
matter. When one party wants to harass his opponents by taking 
adjournment after adjournment, the court sometimes passes an order 
making the costs a condition precedent for the adjournment, that is to 
say, if the amount is not paid in cash, the suit is dismissed. That is a 
\erv admirable s\stem, and it does a g<xxl deal to curtail the unnecessary 
harassment of parties. 

* The third is the ordinary method by which one party is made liable 
to pay the costs of the other. When that is done, these costs are in- 
corporated in the decree, and execution can he taken out just as ill the 
case of the recovery of anything else. I do not know what the objection 
of the Haji Sahib is, and I hope he will withdraw the motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I beg to move that the demand of Its. 1,28,600 
under the head “24A — High Court — (Voted)” (page 132, Civil Estimate) 
he reduced by Re. I (to discuss the question of fixed pay for Official 
Assignee, and of payment of his staff out of the unclaimed dividend 
fund). 

The object of my motion is to raise the question of a fixed pay for 
the Official Assignee, who is remunerated by a commission which comes 
up to a very large amount. 

The Administrator-General, like the Official Assignee, received a 
similar remuneration and not a fixed pay, but%y legislation, a fixed 
salary with allowances to he fixed by the Governor General in Council 
was provided and all the fees prescribed by law were to be credited to 
the Government. But the Official Assignee, under Rule 178 of the 
Calcutta Insolvency Rules, is entitled to a commission. Under the 
rules he is entitled to fees and this has led to the extraordinary result 
that he gets more than a High Court Judge. I have been able to col- 
lect the figure for remuneration drawn by him for 10 years from 1920 
to 1929. In 1922 his remuneration reached the figure R». 97,600 and 
the Calcutta High Court Retrenchment Committee, in their report of 
1928, remarked that in 1922 the emoluments of this officer exceeded those 
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ef any public servant in Bengal except His Excellency the Governor: 
I give below the figures for certain years : — 


Rs. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 
1926 

1928 

1929 


60,200 

97,600 

90,650 

34,780 

52,126 

36,000 

63,062 


The average yearly emoluments for ten years 1920-29 were over 
Rs. 64,700 or over Rs. 4,560 a month — higher than the pay of a High 
Court Judge. There is no reason whatever for this extraordinary re- 
muneration. The Retrenchment Committee considered that a reason- 
able salary for this officer would be Rs. 1,800 to Rs. 2,000 a month. The 
sadary of the Official Assignee and his staff which would then amount to, 
say, Rs. 72,000 would he paid out of the fees levied by him, any deficit 
being made up from the interest on the unclaimed dividends fund. This 
fund is very little known to the public. Under section 122 of the Presi- 
dency Town Insolvency Act, any dividend remaining unpaid for 15 
years or such less period as may he prescribed shall he paid to the account 
•f the Government of India unless the court otherwise directs. For 
some reason or other unclaimed dividends I believe (though I am by no 
means sure) h^ve not been paid to the credit of the Government of India, 
hut it is the fund out of the interest of which the establishment charges 
of the Official Assignee are paid. I believe the unclaimed dividends 
fund comes up to about Rs. 80 lakhs and that this fund is increasing 
•wing to accumulation of interest and new insolvencies. I draw the 
attention of the Finance Member to this fund. I suggest that it should 
be utilised for the activities of the Transferred Departments. The first 
thing to be done is that legislation should be immediately passed provid- 
ing a fixed salary for Ihe Official Assignee. The High Court Retrench- 
ment Committee suggested the necessity for legislation on the subject, 
and 1 do not understand why there has been such a great delay in this 
"Matter. I see no reason why the system suggested by them in paragraphs 
52 and 63 of thfeir report which would have meant considerable revenue 
to the Government shbuld not have been adopted so long. 1 understand, 
however, that a Bill was drafted some time ago providing for a fixed 
•alary for the Official Assignee. I see no reason why this Bill should not 
lave been passed 10 years ago. Considerable loss to the public revenue 
las resulted from this delay, and the Government must be held respon- 
sible. As we have heard to-day the High Court is sacrosanct and we 
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cannot touch it. It is secluded from the light of publicity, and many 
possible retrenchments are not made because the High Court is set apart 
and beyond our control. It is under the direct administrative control 
of the Government of India, but its expenditure is met from the revenues 
of Bengal. So it is under a dual control and the local Government can 
exercise no effective check over its expenditure. 

I, therefore, draw the attention of the Government, and specially 
of the Finance Member, to this source of revenue and ask them without 
any further delay Jo pass necessary legislation to fix the salary of the 
Official Assignee and to take over the unclaimed dividend fund for the 
benefit of the revenues of Bengal. This fund is beyond all question 
derived in Calcutta, is a Bengal revenue and so there should be no 
difficulty in getting hold of it. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I rise to oppose this 
motion. I am surprised that an Advocate of the High Court of so 
many years’ standing should be using the language that Mr. R. M. 
Bose used regarding the High Court. I am very sorry that he should 
of all people go for the High Court in a matter of this description. The 
remuneration of the Official Assignee is not fixed bv the High Court. 
It is fixed by an Act and by certain rules made by the High Court under 
that Act. The mere fact that in certuin years the Official Assignee got 
huge commissions because he had a very large number of estates in his 
charge and he could collect huge sums from the debtors of the insolvent 
firms certainly does not mean that he is being overpaid. If we were to 
come to recent years, so far as I have been able to gather, in 1930 the 
whole of the remuneration was not over Hs. 33,000. In 1931 it came 
down to Rs. 22,000 and in 1932 it was Rs. 23,00(1. If you are to have 
a salaried man, it is a very delicate and difficult question whether he 
would make as much effort to collect the assets of these debtor*. T 
should, therefore, think that a move of this nature is ill-advised in the 
interest of the numerous creditors of the debtor firms. 

Mr. A. G. R. HENDERSON: I can assure Mr. Bose that the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member would be willing to take any money when- 
ever he can find it. lie need not be anxious as Qovernment are going to' 
take action in this direction. It has already been decided that the Official 
Assignee and his staff should be made permanent Government servants; 
but it is still necessary that certain things should be done before effect it 
given to the scheme. The first thing to be done is to fix the pay to bl * 
given to the Official Assignee. That is a matter which is under discus- 
sion between the Government of India, the Government of Bengal and 
His Lordship the Chief Justice. So far as that goes we have now sent 
up our recommendations to the Government of India with the concur- 
rence of His Lordship the Chief Justice. The second thing that is to’ 
be done is legislation. Without legislation it is impossible to give effect 
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to 8ft scheme. This legislation is a highly technical matter, and it is 
very difficult for anybody, except the Il^es and the officers of the High 
Court, to say what ought to be done. The High Court was good enough 
to give us the lines on which the Bill was to be drafted, and we had a 
Bill drafted. It is now pending with the Hon'ble Judges for their 
criticism ; but it is still a matter for consideration whether the necessary 
legislation will have to be passed here or in the Central legislature. 
Speaking for myself, I feel very doubtful whether this Council would 
be competent to pass the necessary legislation. The fhird thing which is 
necessary is to find out exactly the position of this unclaimed dividend 
fund. Mr. Bose is not quite correct in what he put before the House. 
The unclaimed dividend account is money which belongs to the 
Official Assignee ns trustee for the vurious creditors and neither Govern- 
ment nor anybody else has any claim on it whatsoever. At the end of 
15 years any unclaimed dividend is transferred to Government; but still 
the court has power to pass orders for puyinents to be made to any credi- 
tor. Any dividend which has remained unclaimed for a year is trans- 
ferred to what is known as the unclaimed dividend revenue account, and 
and then invested. That account earns interest and out of the interest 
earned the staff of the Official Assignee is paid. Now the position with 
regard to this fund is very different; the Official Assignee has no claim 
to it, and there is no reason why provision should not be made in the 
contemplated legislation for that money to be transferred to Govern- 
ment. But it is necessary for us to have both these funds examined by 
some expert accounts officer to enable us to see what is the exact sum in 
the two funds, and we have recently with the consent of His Lordship 
the Chief Justice asked the Accountant-General to he good enough to 
make an examination without further delay. When once these accu- 
mulated balances are transferred to Government, the unclaimed dividend 
fund will still continue to earn interest and the intention is that the 
interest should be used towards payment of the staff. But here, again, 
we have the figures of several years to l>e examined by an accounts officer. 
It is impossible for us to estimate whether that interest will be suffi- 
cient to pay for the staff or whether it will have to be supplemented by 
payment from our revenues. I can say that this matter has been pushed 
forward as much as possible and we are fully alive to the necessity of 
bringing the scheme Jo* a successful conclusion. 

The motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was then, hv leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 


MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rh. 12, 000 under the head “24B — Law Officers — English Law Officers 
—Pay of Officers — Standing Counsel” (page 138, Civil Estimate) be 
r reduced by Rs. 100 (to urge the necessity of amalgamating the posts 
of Standing Counsel and Government Advocate). 
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Sir, the post of Gov«rmne^L4dvocate was created only three or fttfr 
years ago. Formerly tike wown^ Government Advocate was divided 
between the Standing Counsel and the Public Prosecutor, and if thia 
post^be abolished, it can very well be managed by them even now. If 
the post of Government Advocate be amalgamated with that of the 
Standing Counsel, it can also be conducted by the latter alone. The 
work, I am told, is not so heavy as to require the services of two legal 
luminaries. In these days of dire economic distress it is desirable 
that all superfluities should go. If the work could be managed without 
a Government Advocate only three or four years ago, and as the number 
of cases are on the decrease, I do not find any reason why the work 
should not be managed by a reversion to the former arrangement. 
With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. A. C. R. HENDERSONS Mr. President, Sir, I assume that 
Rai Mahasni means the Government Counsel. There is no such person 
as the Government Advocate. The position is this: The Standing 
Counsel is a senior Counsel and he cannot be expected to attend the 
sessions for days together on a low remuneration. I do not propose 
to give the Council a history of the circumstances which led to the 
present arrangement. I have no time to do that. I will only ask the 
members to accept my assurance thut it would be impossible to combine 
the two posts. As my hon’ble friend the Hon 'hie Mr. Prentice said the 
. other day, you cannot keep economy and administration in two separate 
water-tight compartments. If you go to the market you must pay the 
market price. Only the other day I had to go to the market to get 
a senior Advocate to represent Government in an important ense, and 
on the advice of the members of the department I requisitioned the 
services of Mr. X. K. Basu. Now I must admit that it would he im- 
possible tor me to get up in this Council and defend that action on the 
ground of economy; but at the same time it is quite easy for me to say 
that the price that was marked on his brief was by no means excessive 
for the service he rendered. If we required the present Standing 
Counsel to appear in all these cases, we should not get a man of the 
professional standing that we require. It is |lso no use proposing 
this motion at the present time because the present Standing Counsel 
under his agreement would he entitled to charge fees for all the case* 
in which the Government Counsel appears now and it would, therefore, 
cost us a huge sum of money to give effect to the Rai Muhasai’s pro- 
posal. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

The total time allotted to the demand having been reached, all r 
other motions failed. 
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The original demand that a gum of Rs. 77,71,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “24 — Administration of Justice" was then 
put and agreed to. 

The Hort’bl* Sir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTER: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 48,60,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — .Jails 
and Convict Settlements." 

As the budget cuts cover many activities of tlie Jails Department 
and as members of this House and members of Government will have 
ample opportunities later of taking part in discussions on the specific 
points raised, I do not propose to go into further details at this stage. 

I formally move for the adoption of this grant. 

Mr. P, BANERJI: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 60,000 
under the head “25A — .Tails — Charges for Police Custody" he reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about the treatment of prisoners). 

Sir, I do not hesitate to say that prisoners under police custody are 
treated most inhumanly. It is an everyday occurrence that prisoners, 
when taken from one place to another, are mostly handcuffed, and also 
in most cusps, particularly in the case of political prisoners, they are 
given iron bars and fetters or (hnuhiberxs. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of order, Sir. < 
Does t hat question arise in connection with this motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is quite in order. 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, may I put 
a question in this connection? Is it the information of the mover of 
this motion that in ]>oliee custody bar fetters are used and also when 
they are taken from one place to another in police custody? 

Mr. P. BANE R Jit Unfortunately, Sir, the Member in charge of 
the Department* is not aware of this fact. I shall just ask him 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am just 

putting this question to ascertain what the mover’s information is, and 
I shall make a suitable reply later on. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: I shall first ask him whether he is prepared to 
deny that prisoners are taken in fetters and iron bars. If he does to, 
then 1 am quite prepared to give instance after instance, not one or 
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two, lot hundreds of instances; I have got a book containing this in- 
formation, but unfortunately I have left it behind. I thought thin 
motion would come up to-morrow when I could quote from it and provn 
the correctness of my statement. 

Sir, only recently, certain political prisoners in police custody were* 
taken in iron fetters and dnndaberis from Rajshnhi station to another 
place. Can the Hon’ble Member-iu-charge of Jails deny this statement P 
I know he cannot do that. Sir, when I make such references some mem- 
bers might rise on h point of order, or deny the fact, but I maintain 
and am prepared to prove before any impartial committee this state of 
affairs, though unfortunately the Member in charge of the Jails Depart- 
ment is not aware of these facts or is not prepared to admit the inhuman 
treatment of prisoners all over the country. 

I shall refer to another instance and what happened there P We 
have heard of the Black Hole where the most inhuman treatment was 
meted out to 14fi prisoners, although it has been proved that the whole 
story is nothing but fiction. I shall now refer to an incident which 
took place in the Bagerhat subdivision of Khulna where in a small room, 
which was not big enough even to contain 40 prisoners, 75 to 80 prisoner* 
were kept. I would have cited Mr. Suk Lai Nag, the member from 
Khulna, hut I am sorry not to find him here. He was an eye-witness of 
the matter and in the Jail Visitors’ Book he put in a remark to that 
effect, hut the department has not taken any notice of it. I do not 
know whether another real Black Hole incident took place in the Bager- 
hat Jail. 

Sir, I can refer to hundreds of instances of inhuman treatment being 
meted out to political prisoners when taken outside the jails from one 
place to another. The only motive of Government th*at I can infer 
from this is that they want to disgrace these respectable members before 
the public. 

Sir, they are not criminals in the real sense of the term, hut they 
suffer at the hands of those who are in power only for the crime of their 
own political opinion. It is quite possible, Sir, that these very persons 
might also sit in judgment over those persons jpho to-day are treating 
them in this inhuman fashion. We have not to go* far to see such 
things happening, and Sir, history is bound to repeat itself here also. 
Sir, in Ireland the political prisoners merely for the sake of their 
political opinion received such inhuman treatment at the hands of those 
that were in power, and what has happened there now? The man who 
was once a condemned criminal awaiting execution is to-day shaping the 
destiny of Ireland, and not that alone; the world has recognised him and 
he is presiding over the deliberations of the League of Nations — I mean 
De Valera. That is a position which is in support of my contention, and 
I should like to ask Government, that that should not be their policy 
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in their treatment towards these innocent people, people who are not 
criminals but suffer only for their political opinion, and their 
patriotism. 


Sir, I can also cite instances where they are tortured, their heads and 
bones fractured. I shall give definite instances to the Hon’ble Mr. 
Prentice later on, but I must now confine myself to only 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday the 22ml 
March, 1933, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 22nd March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Sentosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 98 
nominated and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Restoration of the 5 per cent, cut in the salary of tho ministerial 
officers of the Secretariat 

*72. Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYl (a) Will 

, the Hou'ble Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased 
to state whether the benefit of the 5 per cent, restoration announced in 
the budget speech of the Hon’ble Finance Member will be shared also 
by the ministerial officers, the clerical staff and the assistants in the 
Secretariat of the I^ower ami the Upper Divisions? * 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state what is the reason for this invidious distinction? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle Member he pleased to state— 

(») what will be the total additional expenditure in 1933-34 if the 
benefit of the restoration of the 5 per cent, cut is conferred 
on the class of officers mentioned in question, (fl) above; 

(ii) whether the Government have received any representation for 
restoration of the cut from officers mentioned in (t) above? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANOE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'blo 
Mr. J. A. Woodhcad): <*) Yes. 

(6) Does oot arise. 

( c ) (r) The information can be obtained from the budget estimates. 

(«) Ho. 
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Rai Bahadur KEtHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: WiU the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state the reason for restoration of the 5 ijer 
cent, cut in spite of the fact that the finances of the province are in a 
very bad way? 


The Hon’ble Mr* J* A* WOODHEAD* The reasons were stated in a 
communique which the Local Government issued shortly before the 
budget was presented. 


Report of the Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee. 

•73. Rai BahaAir SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken on the 
report of the Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee drawing attention 
to the unspent balance on the audit fees realised from Co-operative 
Societies amounting to Rs. 58,191 in 1926-27, Rs. 96 249 in 19°7-°8 
and Rs. 1,00,528 in 1928-29? ' " ’ 

(b) Is it a fact that the Indian Centrul Banking Enquiry Committee 
^ also accepted the contention that the Government of Bengal had paid 

inadequate attention to this subject, while money had been raised from 
the societies concerned but left unspent for diversion to other purposes? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of the Central Banks in Bengal made * 
serious objections to paying the audit fees in the year 1931 on the 
ground that huge amount realised from societies as audit fees was lying 
unspent in the Government Treasury? 

(d) Will the Minister in charge lie pleased to lay on the table a 
statement, showing — 

(t) the amounts of shares and deposits in the Bengal Provincial 
and Central Co-operative Banks in the Province; 

(ft) the amount of shares and deposits at the credit of— - 
(7) Hindis, 

(2) Mussalmans, 

(3) Europeans; and 

(iii) the number of employees — 

(7) Hindus, 

,(2) Mussalmans, 

(3) Europeans, 


in these Banks? 
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MINISTER in oharga of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Han’bla Nawab K. C. M. Faraqui, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) and ( b ) The Bengal Provincial Banking Enquiry Com- 
mittee recommended the strengthening of the auditing staff without 
further delay and the Indian Central Banking Enquiry Committee com- 
mended this to the consideration of Government. Before the receipt 
of this recommendation, this Government had decided early in 1930 
that addition to the staff of auditors would be made automatically on 
the basis of the aiftlit fees realised and the number of societies in 
existence from year to year, the provision for the additional staff 
being made direct in the departmental budget. In accordance with 
this decision, 60 additional auditors were appointed during 1929-30 
and 03 additional auditors were allowed in 1930-31, thus bringing 
the total number of auditors up to the full strength required. A 
further additional staff of 18 auditors have been sanctioned in 1932-33 
and they are being recruited now. 

(r) Yes, but they withdrew their objection on the position in this 
respect being explained to them by the Registrar. 
id) (?) A statement is laid on the table. 

(??') and (???) These figures are not readily available. Their collec- 
tion will involve reference to the Provincial Co-operative Bank und 119 
Central Co-operative Banks in the Province which will entuil expendi- c 
ture of much time and labour. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 73 (d) (»'), showing the 
amounts of shares and deposits *n the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank 
and the Central Banks in the province as on 30th June , 1932. 


: 

Shares. 


Deposit 


. 

Individuals. 

Societies. 

Central Banks. 

Provincial Bank 

Central Banka 

Rs. 

16,53,275 

53,55,365 

Rs. 

1,35,27,127 

2,78,70,554 

R*. 

• 

12,69,83-f 

7,15,797 

Rs. 

29,83,401 

1,20,39,891 


EaUMUhment of Land Mortgaga Banka in Bangal. 

•74. I Hr. S. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government have been approached with a view to the 
establishment of Land Mortgage Banks in Bengal? 
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( b ) I§ it a fact that the Royal Commission on Agriculture have 
recommended the establishment of co-operative banks on the German 
model for the benefit of agriculturists ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Central Banking Enquiry Committee sup- 
port the above proposal and recommend the establishment of Land 
Mortgage Banks? 

(i d ) Is it a fact that Sir Arthur Salter has endorsed the above re- 
commendations ? * 

( e ) What steps are the Government contemplating taking for the 
early establishment of co-operative banks and of Land Mortgage 
Banks to help agriculturists and landholders? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: (a) The 

question of the establishment of Land Mortgage Bunks on a co-operative 
basis has been engaging the attention of Government. 

(/>) The Royal Commission on Agriculture do not appear to have 
definitely recommended in their report the establishment of primary 
agricultural co-operative bunks on the German model, but such banks 
are organised in this province on the German model which is popularly 
known as the Raiffeisen type. 

(c) The Central Banking Enquiry Committee have recommended 
the establishment, of Land Mortgage Banks on a co-operative basis. 

(d) Government have no information. ** -r 

(c) 21,629 primary agricultural co-operative societies are already 
working in this province. The Registrar of Co-operative Societies is 
now' conducting a special investigation into the possibility of estab- 
lishing Co-operative Land Mortgage Banks. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Reduction of munsifs’ courts in Pirojpur subdivision. 

•6. Bobu LALIT KUMAR BAL: (at Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(t) that there were formerly three permanent and one additional 
munsift’ courts iu Rirojpur subdivision in the disti^ of 
Bakarganjji’ 

(«) that the number of such courts has been reduced to two at pre- 
sent; 
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(u$ that such reduction of courts has been naturally delaying: 
' the administration of justice and thus causing great incon- 
venieifee to the litigant public; and 

(it) that the number of cases in the civil courts of Pirojpur is in 
no way less than that of the civil courts of several other 
subdivisions where three permanent munsifs’ courts have- 
been retained? 

( b ) Are the Government considering the advisability of keeping 
three permanent munsifs’ courts in the above subdivision ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bl* 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): («) (/) and (n) Yes. 

{m) Xo complaints have been received. 

(ir) There are three subdivisions, in which there are three munsifs’ 
courts. 

(b) The third court will be restored when the state of the file 
justifies it. 


DEMAND8 FOR GRANT. 

25 — Jails and Convict Settlement. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, last night while speaking about the 
treatment of prisoners, I mentioned that most inhuman treatment is 
meted out to them and I appealed to the lion 'hie Member to consider 
the question of a change ot policy by Government in thm matter. My 
submission was that generally in this unfortunate land of ours when- 
ever a prisoner is taken into custody, before he is tried and convicted, 
he is treated as a criminal. That is my grievance and I may say that 
in no civilised country such things ever happen. I cited one or two 
instances yesterday for the Hon’ble Member's information. I can 
mention many more instances, but there iff very little time at my 
disposal to do so. But if the Hon’ble Member assures the House that 
he will take into consideration all these instances* I iflay give him a 
hundred instances more. 

Sir, I was referring yesterday to the little blackholes spread through- 
out the countryside. 1 was particularly referring to the Hager hat Sub- 
ja$. My hon’ble friend, Babu Suk Lai Nag. « present here and I 
am sure he will bear me out in whatever I say. 

tSi Hoft’Me Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTIR: On a point 
o! order, Sir. I think the mover should confine himself to the point 
at ueue. The hon’ble mover has referred to the Bagerhat Sub-jail. 
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That should really come under motion No. 469 and that series. This 
motion refers to prisoners, while in police custody. About the police 
custody, I may mention that a member would be in order to raise a 
jdiscussion, because the grant is shown under the Jail Budget. But 
the legitimate point may be raised on this ground whether it is too 
little or too much. I am not in charge of police and so the discussion 
about the treatment of prisoners, while in police custody whether it 
is inhuman or not may be raised under the head “Police”. It would, 
therefore, be more appropriate to raise the point under the head 
"“Police”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I had better clear the point which has been 
raised by the Hon’ble Member. His contention is that the motion we 
are discussing refers to charges for police custody of prisoners, but he 
is not in charge of police. Now when a man has been convicted, the 
Jail Department has nothing to do with him till he is actually put 
into jail. When the convicted person is being escorted from the court 
to the jail, he is absolutely under the police and any comments that 
one may desire to offer of the treatment accorded to that prisoner at 
that stage should come under the head “Police”. But if any ill- 
treatment is accorded by police to a prisoner within the jail or when 
he is being transferred from one jail to another that may come under 
the demand that we are now discussing. 

Th# Hon’blt Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: That is so, 
Sir, with this modification that this motion has got nothing to do with 
jail administration. That may come when we are discussing motion 
No. 469. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But this motion deals with a prisoner when 
in police custody and suppose certain things have been done to a prisoner 
in a jail or when he is being transferred from one jail to another under 
police custody. Why cannot such actions be criticised under the 
demand before the House? 

Th# HOft’N* Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Even, then 
the Jail Department only provides money, and a member should con- 
fine himself to that point, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But this is not an economy cut. The basic 
reasons as given by tbe mover make it a token cut to raise a discus- 
eion on the treatment of prisoners. 

Th# Hon’W# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If that 

.question is to be raised, it should be raised under 469 aad 470. 
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Mf.PREtlDENT: But what about the ruling I have just given, 
Sir PfovashP 

The Hon’blt Sir PROVASH CHUNOCR MITTKR: The mover 

refers to the treatment while in police custody and I am not in charge 
of police. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That does not matter. The charges for police 
custody come under*the head “25A — Jails;” so the mover is in order 
. to discuss cases of ill-treatment that may have been accorded to 
piisoneis, in jails or while being transferred from one jail to another. 

The Hon’bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yes, subject 
to this — when they are escorted by jail officers. But if they are under 
police officers I have got nothing to do with that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it is not unnatural to presuppose that 
police officers when they take charge of prisoners receive or should 
receive instructions from the jail authorities, barring accidents or 
emergencies. It is, however, an anomaly that these charges should 
come under the head “Jails and Convict Settlements”. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I leave that subject alone but I will refer 
to other points. I was referring yesterday to some of the prisoners 
who were being transferred from Rajshahi Jail to Dum Dum, from 
• Faridpur to Dum Dum Jail and from the Central Jail to the Hijli 
Jail. Sir, these prisoners, while being so transferred, were not only 
roped but also handcuffed and even some of these civil disobedience 
prisoners were being taken in bar-fetters. I brought alj these to the 
notice of the Hon’bie Member yesterday and I appeal to him not to 
have these men in bar-fetters, while being transferred from one jail 
to another. We hear that even in the Dum Dum Jail if a prisoner 
hesitates even for two minutes in obeying the orders of the Superin- 
tendent, he is punished with bar-fetters. I ask why this sort of inhuman 
treatment should be meted out to him. Is it for the purpose of humi- 
liating and disgracing himP What I was pointing out yesterday was 
that there should he a change of policy so far a* thi* business was 
concerned. The Hon’bie Member being an Indian himself we expect 
sympathy at his hands. I thought it my duty to bring these facts to 
the notice of the Hon’bie Member in charge but at the same time I am 
really ashamed of the fact that, although this department has been in 
charge of an Indian, and ever since lie has been in charge, there have 
been no improvements in the treatment of prisoners; in fact it is in a 
worse position to-day. These prisoners, while being taken from one 
jail to another, infer in a way no parrollel of which can be found in 
any other civilised country of the world and this I say with all the 
emphasis that I can command. 
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I may just mention another instance which has recently taken 
place. From the 12th of this month about 50 prisoners in the Hijji 
Jail have been on hunger strike 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: May 1 ask 

the hon’ble member whether he said that about 50 prisoners were 
on hunger strike in the Hijli JailP 


Mr. P. BANERJI: I will leave that alone. So far as this motion 
is concerned I must point out that the demand of money under this 
head is not at all justified in view of the facts 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question does not arise under your 
motion, because you have never indicated that your motion proposed 
an economic cut of u substantial character; but, so far as the treat- 
ment of prisoners within jails or while being transferred from one jail 
to another under police custody is concerned, you can certainly offer 
•uch criticism as you may think fit. I think that is what was at the 
back of your mind and should be behind a motion like yours. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Yes, Sir, and I may submit that the treatment 
accorded to these prisoners when in jail and when being escorted from 
one jail to another is most unsatisfactory. I would suggest that those 
prisoners instead of being sent from one jail to another under police 
custody may conveniently be sent in railway parcels (laughter). That 
will be in perfectly safe custody and the police officer at the receiving 
station may take charge of them. But after all, Sir, we are not here 
to talk lightly about the treatment meted out to these prisoners. There 
may be people who have no knowledge whatever about the treatment 
these prisoners receive at the hands of the police and it is not for them 
to treat this matter in a light-hearted spirit. Sir, I would appeal in 
all seriousness to those members to give their serious consideration to 
this question. With these words I commend my motion to the Council 
for its acceptapce. 

BtbU JITEMDRALAL BANNERJEE: Before the discussion pro- 
ceeds further, may I have one point made clear P When a prisoner is 
being transferred from the court to the jail or from one jail to another, 
is he under the jml custody or the police custody P 

Tha Hon’bJa Sir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTER: That depends 
on whether the police officers are in charge or the jail officers are in 
charge. Very often the police officers are in charge. 
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ftifNi JITENDRALAL BANNERJEf: Do not the jail authorities 
requisition the services of police officers who escort them in the process 
of transit from one jail to another P Have the jail officers no control 
over them? ^ 

The Hoil’bfe Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs As 1 wanted 

to be cautious, I said it might be in some cases. 

• 

Mr. SMANTI SHEKHAR EIWAR RAY: Sir, the Hon’ble Sir 
Provash Ch under Mitter looks very worried, I do not know why. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He does not look like that. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: At least the repeated 

points of order gave me that impression. 

Sir, this is a matter more for the Jails Department than the Police 
Department and so this grant is under “Jails and Convict Settlement”. 
Mr. P. Banerji has rendered good service to the Government by bring- 
ing thia matter to their notice. I would like the Government to realise 
what effect such ill-treatment has on public mind. Sir, I oannot 
perhaps give instances with all the wealth of details as has been given 
by Mr. P. Banerji, but I can refer to one instance which came to my 
notice quite recently while I was coming here from Malda the other 
day, when I noticed on the Bajshahi station platform an incident which 
gave me a great shock. I noticed a large number of h hud ml off 
prisoners — undertrial prisoners being led in hand-cuffs, tied with rope 
and some of them with bar-fetters on. • 

The Hoit’bJe Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Were they 
undertrial prisoners? 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Some of them were 
undertrial prisoners and they were being escorted from one jail to 
another. • • 

The HMt’blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Undertrial 
prisoners are not ordinarily transferred. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, lei Sir Provash 

interrupt audibly if he wants to interrupt. 

TN Hift’Mt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs I was only 
answering a question of the President. 
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Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREEWAR RAY: At least the answer 

should be audible to the rest of the House. I am sorry that the 
Hon’ble Member has become so feeble. I do not want to pursue the 
point however. The real point is that these undertrial prisoners while 
they are being removed from one place to another should beaubjected to 
such ill-treatment as would cause resentment in the mind of the public. 
I leave aside personal discomfort to which they may be subjected. But I 
would ask the Government to consider the point from a broader aspect. 
Apart from the question of bar-fetters and ropes, ‘I saw they were 
crowded in a small compartment. There were about 26 to 30 men and 
most probably they had to sit up the whole night. Sir, at least these 
prisoners deserve sleeping accommodation when they are being removed 
from one place to another and I may point out, as I learnt from inquiry, 
that they were not being subjected to that treatment for that day only, 
but that they were removed on other dates of hearing from Rajshahi 
to Calcutta and from Calcutta to Kajshahi. Sir, what is the purpose 
of Hindi repeated transfer from one jail to another? 

Then, Sir, there is another point that I want to draw attention to 
and that point is in connection with the removal of prisoners or detenus 
from Bengal to places outside Bengal. Sir, no adequate provision is 
made for their food on their way from one place to another. This is 
very unfair. 1 hope, Sir 


Thf Hon’ bit Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: On a point 
of order, Sir. Hon’ble members will find at page 155 that the item 
of Its. 60,000 is on account of charges for police custody. There is 
another item of rupees one lakh which is for charges for removing 
prisoners by railway warrant. The item of rupees one lakh is for 
transferring prisoners from one jail to another when occasion arises. 
The charge of Its. 60,000 is for payment of their diet money Be. 1 
per head for firBt class prisoners and so on and certain other incidental 
charges. I may explain the nature of this demand. It does not con- 
cern undertrial prisoners. Indeed, only one in a thousand is trans- 
ferred — 

* 

r ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The point is this. The criticisms that are 
being levelled against the police treatment of prisoners must be with 
reference to the particular demand now before the House. It is 
essential to find out whether the source from which the expenses are 
being paid is the source that is being attacked. Mr. Bay should know 
that no attack can materialise unless it is based on this cardinal 
principle. He must be able to show that the authorities whom he is 
attacking are the authorities who are controlling the purse under 
review. 
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||. tHANTI IHEKHARESWAR RAY: I generally give my 
attebfion to these pointB, But the distinction is' so very nice in this 
metty that it is very difficult to fix the responsibility. I may point 
oui< t&at you were kind enough to rule sometime ago that we could 
attach the Police Member on the Jail head and the Jail Member on the 
Police head, so I hope you will treat my remarks as admissible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. This is a case of confusion 
worse confounded ^ 

Thi Hon’bto Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, the 
arguments are of such a vague and general nature that it is difficult 
to meet them specifically and unless one meets arguments specifically, 
it is no use doing so. Without any disrespect to Mr. P. Banerji, I may 
say that nothing he has said really calls for a reply and the reason, Sir, 
is this. Under this particular head this demand of Ha. GO, 000 is for 
certain classes of expenditure which have nothing to do with the 
transfer of undertrials, as undertriuls are seldom transferred. It may 
happeu occasionally ; if a man is required to be tried in two courts 
it may be necessary to transfer such a prisoner. But on undertrial is 
usually kept in the plnce where he is being tried. Therefore this 
demand of Rs. 60,000 has little to do with transfer of undertrials in 
jail custody. 

Mr. R. MAITI : Does it include the charges for convicts P 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No. But 

this charge is a charge to meet expenses of police custody prisoners. 
Now, hon’ble members, at any rate those who are lawyers, will recall 
that under section 1G7 of the Criminal Procedure Code the following 
provision is made: — 

“Whenever any person h arrested and detained in custody, and 
it appears that the investigation cannot be completed within the 
period of twenty-four hours fixed by section 61, and there are grounds 
for believing that the accusation or information is well-founded, the 
officer in charge of the police-station or the i&lipe o^icer making the 
investigation if he is not below the rank of sub-inspector shall forth- 
with transmit to the nearest Magistrate a copy of the entries in the 
diary hereinafter prescribed relating to the case, and shall at the same 
time forward the accused to such Magistrate.” 

Then clause (2) says: — 

“The Magistrate to whom an accused person is forwarded under 
this section may, whether he has or has not jurisdiction to try the 
case, from time to time authorize the detention of the accused in such 
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custody u such Magistrate thinks fit, for a term not exceeding fifteen 
days in the whole.” 

Now, such Magistrate can send him to jail custody or tdTp^Uce, 
lock-up. If he sends him to jail custody then he comes wri$ia 
jurisdiction of jails and the jail officers are responsible for hift treat- 
ment and so on. Then the Jail Code rules apply. But if, on ^hej 
other hand, the Magistrate sends him to police lock-up, the jail offifrem 
hare nothing to do with him. But the item appears in the Jaif 
budget because the money is handed to the police officers and so bn. 
Therefore Mr. P. Banerji and Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Bay were 
perhaps under a misapprehension with regard to the points raised 
by them. g 

Now, Sir, the points raised by Mr. P. Banerji were of a Tettf' 
general nature. The general allegation is that prisoners in police 
custody are treated most inhumanly. If before this cut were moYe<l 
Mr. Banerji had sent in particulars, then it would have been possjjble 
for the Jails Department to hand over those particulars to the Police 
Department, and although the Jails Department is not in charge of 
the police custody prisoners, arrangements could have been made to* 
deal with those particulars. That was not done. Perhaps the object 
was to raise a general debate censuring or criticising the Govern** 
ment, whichever part of the Government may be concerned; but, Sfr, 
the budget rules will not allow that. 

Then, Sir, as regards Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray’s point that 
he saw some prisoners at Rajshahi or somewhere else. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAR EtWAR RAY: Not somewhere but on 
the Rajshahi station platform. 

Tht Hon’bto Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: I thank my 

friend. I suppose the fact that they looked like bhadralogs appealed 
to bis sentimsot*. but I do not know whether they were undertrial or 
convict prisoners. If he had enquired, perhaps he would have found 
that they were convict prisoners. Furthermore if he had inquired 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point of personal 

explanation, Sir. I made an inquiry and found that they were under* 
trial prisoners of the Rajshahi conspiracy case. 

Tht HoaMMa Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: If the 

hon’ble member makes a definite statement without notice I am nof 
in a position either to affirm or deny it, but I appeal to tha House to 
judge whether it would not have been fairer if notice Of the specific 
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particularly an allegation with regard to a matter which 
within the purview o! the Jails Department, were given 
In that case the Jails Department would certainly have 
on to the relevant department to make an inquiry and that 
t would have been in a position to meet the allegation. 


* Mr.SHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: On a point of order, 
Sir/; t^ill the Hon’ble Member kindly stick to one line of argument? 

UK PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. 


Thi Hon’bla fir PR0VA9H CHUNDER MITTER: It may U 

thjfc under certain conditions the prisoners had got to be handcuffed, 
H/ depends on the dangerous or non-dangerous nature of a prisons, 
but I will not go into that point, because I have nothing to do with thu 
Polite Department. I submit that the allegation is such that the 

House should have no hesitation in rejecting this motion. 

‘ ,^he motion of Mr. P. Banerji was then put and lost. 

C *r. PRESIDENT: I think items Nos. 4G9, 470, 479. 487 and a 

part of 471 may be taken together and we can have one discussion on 

them. 


Mr* R* MAITI : Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 9,20,000 under the head “Jails — Central Jails” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, in moving this cut motion my object is to ventilate the griev- 
ances of the prisoners lodged in the central jails on the floor of this 
House and also to raise a discussion about the general policy of the 
Government in the administration of jails. In Bengal there are 
several central jails but I will mainly confine my remarks to the 
matters that have come to mjr knowledge as a non-official visitor of 
the Midnapore Central Jail. 

Sir, the grievances of the prisoners I am going to speak about are 
not unknown to the House as they are being discussed every year on 
the floor of this House by several members having bacj personal know- 
ledge of these things. May I ask whether the Government has ever 
cared to inquire into these grievances with a view to remedy them? 
f am sure every one of us on this side will say “No”. Then, Sir, 
where liee the remedy ? In order to make our voices effectively heard, 
we must all join our hands together and carry this motion to a success- 
ful issue. 

Sir, the* policy that is being followed by tbe Government with 
regard to the jail administration may be characterised m inhuman 
and barbarous. There can be no doubt that tbe original purpose with 
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which the jail system was introduced or created, was based on & very 
•ound principle of reforming the character of the criminals. This 
was a very good idea indeed but the way in which this system is being 
administered now-a-days leads us to hold the contrary view and 
deserves condemnation. Sir, as soon as a man is convicted and sent 
to jail, he is never made to feel that it is a house for reformation of 
one's character. On entering the prison gate he is bound to feel that 
it is a place for inhuman torture where he has to pass his days with 
no peace in his mind. So long as he will be there, this horrible idea 
constantly works in his mind and makes his life alt the more miserable 
and the result is that he comes out of the prison gate as a hardened 
criminal and never pauses for a moment to lead a reckless life in after 
years. There are plenty of instances in which it will be found that 
the jail life has made no impression upon them at all and they are 
anxious to become constant guests of the authorities — though unwel- 
come at all times. 

Sir, whenever a person is convicted and sent to jail by the order 
of the court who tried him, he is at once taken into custody. From 
that very moment he is looked upon as one who is no better than a 
beast, however, high may be his social position in life. He is at once 
handcuffed and tied with a piece of rope round his waist and is made&f 
to walk all the distance through the public thoroughfares till " 
reaches the prison gate where he is to be lodged : A« soon as be 
enters the jail gate, his position does not improve in the least — pos- 
sibly it becomes much more worse. His troubles actually begin then. 
On his transference to jail he has to change his clothes and wear the 
jail kit which can hardly hide one’s shame. Then again, he is sub- 
jected to a torturous search without having due regard to his sense 
of decency. This is not all. Sir, he has to pass his nights on a rough 
piece of blanket with no pillows to rest his head on and with no 
mosquito curtains to protect his body from mosquito bites. Then 
again, Sir, he is to live on unwholesome food supplied to him in jail, 
whereas he has to work hard for some T or 8 hours a day. Again, on 
the top of all this, there is the bad treatment of the jail staff at every 
•tap of his movement. 

Now, Sir, with such a horrible experience of jail life which is 
ruinous both to one»’s body and mind, could any inmate of the jail 
feel for a moment that it is a place where one can have reformation of 
his character? Certainly not. But the Hon’ble Member will perhaps 
say that jail life cannot be a home life. I can very well understand 
that and no one expects that the prisoners should enjoy in jail all the 
comforts that he used to have at home. But after all, they are human 
things and as such, they can certainly claim to be treated with kind 
consideration and due tare for their health. Though, it is true, they 
have come there of their own accord, still the Government ought to 
realise that they have a grave responsibility in this matter. 
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Sir, I have so far described the general impression which a 
prisoner usually gets after coming to the jail for the first time. 
Nqw I will give you the particular instances in which the authorities 
of the jail took drastic steps against the prisoners by way of punish- 
ment for breach of some imaginary jail rules. Sir, during the last 
month there happened some incident in the Midnapore Central Jail 
over the question of sitting down in file. Division II political 
prisoners were so long exempted from sitting down in file for purposee 
of counting but recently under the new rule they were asked to sit 
down in file on the*floor, to which they objected. They did not raiser 
any objection to their being counted while sitting on their bedspread 
on their cot. All that they objected to was with regard to their 
sitting in file on the bare floor of the room. Hut that was too much 
for the authorities who insisted upon their sitting on the floor. I do 
not really understand why the prisoners were asked to observe this 
rule in a particular way when their purpose would have been served 
if the authorities had followed the suggestion of the prisoners but the 
authorities were over-zealous in enforcing this rule according to their 
own interpretation, or in other words, they wanted the prisoners to 
sit down in file oil the bare floor, which they refused to do. All 
privileges were at once ordered to he withdrawn from them; their 
chairs, beds, tables, etc., removed; their interviews stopped. Then 
they refused to work which they had been doing so long. For refus- 
ing to work they were again subjected to various punishments, some 
of whom were made to work at the oil machine against their will and 
their hands were tied to the handle of the oil machine which was 
being pulled by two ordinary convicts and when they got tired 
and could not move along, some ordinary convicts were engaged to 
poke them from behind their hacks. Nothing could he more inhuman 
than this. Then, Sir, there was another danger, 'fhese prisoners 
were tied to that portion of the handles where there was a solid 
mass of iron ballast weighing about 4 muunds and the mechanical 
arrangement was such that a little displacement of the ballast from 
its proper position would have immediately upset the whole thing and 
there was every danger of the legs of the tied prisoners being smashed 
while the two other ordinary convicts might have easily got away by 
merely removing themselves from the handle & jrhicj} they were not 
tied. I was told that there happened once such an incident after 
which the Factory Manager in charge warned the authorities against 
tying the prisoners to the handle in such a position. But the 
authorities did not pay any heed to this. 

Then again, Sir, when the division II prisoners were put to such 
tortures, thfe division III political prisoners also refused to work in 
tympathy with their brother prisoners. For such action on their part, 
they were also subjected to severe punishments. Some of them were 
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put on standing hand-cuffs for 6 hours a day. Some of then$ on bar- 
fetters. It may not be within the knowledge of the members of this 
House what the “standing hand-cuff” means. It is this:-S-One has 
to stand all those long hours with his hand-cuffed hands tied closely 
to a hook fixed on the wall at about a man’s height. One can easily 
imagine how tiresome it is for a human being to stand in this fashion 
for such long hours at a stretch with an interval of an hour or so ! In 
the course of my visits to the jail I had to witness all these sufferings 
with my own eyes. However, the matter ended amicably when on my 
suggestion the Superintendent agreed to put all the division II prisoners 
in 20 cells where no question of counting in that fashion will arise at 
all. Both sides agreed to this arrangement und the matter ended 
there. The Superintendent promised to withdraw all the bans and the 
prisoners all agreed to resume work. 1 have brought this instance to 
the notice of the House just to show how a little indiscretion on the 
part of the Superintendent brought about an appalling state of affairs. 
It is really beyond any one’s comprehension how such severe punish- 
ments could have been inflicted for such a trifling matter. If there is 
actually any such rule, I see no harm in counting them while they 
were sitting on their beds. Sir, tactful handling of the situation could 
have at once saved many a trouble in jails. But it is the policy of the 
Government which is mainly responsible for all these serious happen- 
ings in jail. It seems to me, Sir, that the rule, if there is any, has 
been designed to humiliate and harass them only. The sooner this 
policy of the Government is abandoned, it is better for all parties 
concerned. It has got to be thoroughly changed if you are really 
anxious to reform the characters of the jail population. You cannot 
take shelter under the Jail Code. Sir, if one has to follow all the rules 
of the Jail Cotje so strictly, I am sure no prisoners could live a moment 
longer in jail. Either it has got to he amended or the rules are to be 
relaxed to a certain extent. 

Sir, I could have given instances after instances like the one I 
bate just stated, hut I refrain from doing so as the time at my dis- 
posal is very short. 

Sir, as regards the* general complaints of the prisoners, one thing 
which struck me most was that the political and ordinary undertrial 
prisoners are kept together in one ward. Among the ordinary under- 
trials there are many persons accused of offences involving serious 
moral turpitude. Political prisoners — I mean civil disobedience 
prisoners— should not have been accommodated in their mptpany as the 
offences of civil disobedience prisoners are of a technical nature and 
do not involte moral turpitude. This is also the case with the female 
prisoners. This policy will surely hate a degenerating eff ectipoe the 
civil disobedience prisoners— both male and female. « * 
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Sir, there is no arrangement for moral instruction in jails. There 
are pUnt/ of political juvenile offenders but books are very seldom sup* 
plied to them for reading at night when they have nothing to do, 
though they are very much anxious to read books. Sir, so far as the 
division III political prisoners are concerned, they must be treated 
quite differently from the ordinary ones as they mostly belong to the 
bhadralog class. They used to have better quality of rice when they 
were allowed to cook themselves, hut it is very recently that this 
privilege has been vythdrawn and they have been placed in the same 
category with the ordinary ones. As regards the meat supplied to 
them it is only half a chittak every alternate day. That means ona 
or two pieces of meat only for each meal, which is quite insufficient 
for a Bengali prisoner. If the number of meat days is reduced to two 
from four a week, they might have at least one chittack per each 
meal, which the prisoners like to have. But the authorities say that 
the Jail Code stands in the way. I see no reason why mv suggestion 
could not be accepted as it will not exceed the quantity provided in 
the rules, but on the other hand there will be a great saving in respect 
of fuel, which, as every one knows, is generally required more in 
cooking meat dishes than any other. 

Lastly, I will make one suggestion and conclude my remarks. It 
is with regard to the selection of non-official gentlemen as visitors of 
the jails. Besides the members of the Legislative Council some non- 
officials are selected as visitors who are either retired officers of the 
Government or who have a great leaning towards the Government. 
That being so, they cannot take a dispassionate view of things. 
Sir, it is an undeniable fact that much of the vagaries of the jail 
authorities will be surely removed in no time if the non-official mem- 
bers of the Board of Visitors constantly pay their visit* to the jails. 

I, therefore, suggest that so far as the selection of non-official visitors 
other than the members of the legislative Council is concerned the 
district board and the municipalities who are the real representatives 
of the people, should be asked to select them. 

With these words I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

• 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, I beg to* move that the 
demand of Hs. 9,25,000 under the head “25A — Central Jails" be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the object of my motion is to discuss grievances of prisoners 
specially civil disobedience prisoners. Sir, the inmates of the prison* 
of this province suffer under various disabilities. The troubles begin 
with the rising of the sun and do not terminate even with the setting 
of the son. It continues throughout the night. Sir, there is a Bengali 
•tying* 1 cltn WCn ntwtft ” which means that oil and water are eesential 
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for a Bengalee. But, Sir, the prisoners do neither get oil to rub over 
their bodies before bath nor do they get sufficient quantity of, water 
for their use. This is the general complaint. To this my hon’ble 
friend Sir l’rovash might say that it is a matter of opinion — some use 
oil and some do not — and that regular supply is not considered neces- 
sary and that it is supplied only on medical grounds. But, Sir, as a 
Bengalee, I can speak with authority that oil is universally used before 
bath except perhaps by those who have adopted a European mode of 
life. The jails are under the supervision of adepts in Western Medi- 
cal Science — West is West and East is East. Perhaps West may not 
require oil— its climatic conditions may not be suitable or the people 
are not habituated to its use. They may he ignorant of its medicinal 
value. But adepts of Ayurvedic Science attach great importance to 
its use by the people of the tropical climate of the East. May I ask. 
Sir, who is competent to give medical opinion as to the suitabilities 
of the use of oil — the Western Pharmacopoeia or the Eastern 
Ayurveda. There may not be any cause of complaint about the scale 
of food provided for the prisoners. This is all good on paper. But ugly 
things go on behind the contracts. The stuff is not generally up to 
the mark. Moreover rice is stored in large quantities in damp rooms 
and get spoilt, the dal is invaded by insects and it becomes difficult 
to separate them. No other alternative is left to the prisoners than to 
unwillingly swallow these preparations to satisfy the pangs of hunger. 
The mosquito pest is another grievance. Their invasion from dusk till 
dawn is notorious in most of the jails. The mosquitoes not only disturb 
sleep but torment the poor prisoners by constant biting and sucking of 
the little blood which daily accumulates and runs through their veins. 
Will Sir Provash like Haroun-al Rashid of old, care to pass a night in 
one of his jai,ls and enjoy the comforts of prison life provided by him 
for others? One night’s experience is sure to bring about the required 
reforms. Formerly the inmates of prisons consisted of the scum and 
dregs of society — the murderers, the dacoits, the thieves, the highway 
robbers, the swindlers and such other pests of society. But now a large 
section of the injpates consist of educated members of respectable fami- 
lies. They are no4 criminals but have been incarcerated for technical 
offences or for wilful freaking of the law in pursuance of a movement 
set up for achieving political ends or for holding advanced political 
views. Great care and circumspection are necessary to deal with these 
classes of prisoners. TheBe prisoners have been classified into 3 divi- 
sions or divisions I, II and III. In some instances they have been 
classified arbitrarily without due consideration to their previous status 
in life. I and II division prisoners are treated more humanely than 
the division IIP ‘prisoners. A large number of the latter are huddled 
together in a hall. They are not given any bedstead. Raised mud 
platforms serve the purpose of bedstead. They are not allowed to ufte 
mosquito curtains or even a band punkha to drive out mosquitoes* 
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This if the most cruel of punishments. Mosquitoes abound in almost 
all th# fails — the sting of mosquitoes a ml its after effect are most 
injurious to health. They cannot have good sleep with mosquitoes 
humming around them biting all the time. The luxury of an half 
anna pmkha is denied to them. About the coarseness of the food sup- 
plied to them the less said the letter. Upcountry warders lord over 
them as if they are ordinary criminals. “ Sirknr stdam" is another 
humiliating performance to which they are sometimes subjected. They 
being literate, naturiflly want to read books and periodicals but they 
seldom get these advantages. In Hooghly District Jail, there is no 
provision for books. Intellectual starvation is another form of punish- 
ment for educated men. You may have your justification for detaining 
persons who have joined the civil disobedience movement, but there 
cannot he any justification for not treating them as gentlemen. Dis- 
cipline may he necessary hut it should not be too rigid. I know of in- 
stances when some civil disobedience prisoners were compelled to work 
the ghatu which is ordinarily done in this country by bullocks. I 
enquired of the jailor and he admitted that he ordered it for the enforce- 
ment of discipline. This sort of inhuman treatment cannot enhance 
the reputation of Government. It rather helps to increase discontent 
and make youngsters more defiant of authority. By conciliatory and 
humane treatment you can turn them into friends but if you treat them 
like beasts you make them your worst enemies which is not at all desir- 
able in the best interests of the country. Pray treat them like gentle- 
• men’s sons in a more generous way, look into their comforts and con- 
veniences as far as practicable and you will find most of them to be 
your best friends and peaceful citizens after their release. They are 
not all bad men after all. You may call them idealists or blind 
followers of a great leader, hut they are after all educated and cultured 
men and deserve better treatment. I hope my appeal to the Hon'ble 
Member in charge will not go in vain. In this connection I should 
like to refer to an incident which happened in the Hijli Special Jail 
very recently. This is what happened. On 11th March last at about 
8 p.m. 9 or 10 civil disobedience prisoners, division III, of ward No. 11 
were engaged in offering their evening prayers when the jamadar and 
warder interfered and the prayer was atoppecf. »In th® meantime 
Deputy Jailor Rasul came there and at the instance of the jamadar 
ordered dandaberi > i.e., handcuff and har-fetters for the prisoners and 
the sepoys tried to compel them to submit to that indignity. But the 
jailor intervened. He made the prisoners promise not to say prayers 
in future. On the morning of the 13th the aforesaid prisoners and 
other detenus were called to the gate and were ordered to put on gunny 
cloth. Some ‘carried out the orders, the others objected. Excepting 
the 12 who complied with the order, 20 were sent to the ward stark 
naked. On the 14th the naked prisoners were sent to cells. On the 
following evening at about 9 p.m. the sepoys used force in compelling 
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them to put on gunny cloth and since $ie 15th infant 5(1 detenus are 
on hunger strike in the Qijli Special Jail. 1 can name some of them — 
Dulai Chandra Dutt, Arun Chandra Banarjee, Radhika * Prosed 
Bauarji, Mon Mohan Boy, Ashu Malakar, Anish Mukherji, Shyma- 
pada Chakravarty, Sriram Dubey, Indrajit Singh, Rup Singh, Narain 
Singh, Mithai Lai, Rama Ram, Sital Routh, Kristo Ghose, Prafulla 
Mondal, Uday Narain Misra, Ganesh Pal, Jiban Basu, Lalit Das, 
Upendra Sen, Manindra Nath Biswas, Mukunda Lai Chakravarty, 
Jagadish Chandra Chakravarti, Profulla Chandrd Sen and others. 

Sir, this sort of inhuman treatment can serve no useful purpose. 
On the contrary it engenders bitter hatred towards the authorities. I 
hope the Hon'ble Member will be pleased to inquire into the allegations 
and get matters right so that such incidents may not recur in future. 

If the Jail Code is responsible for this deplorable state of things 
throw it to the waste paper basket, and have it substituted by a better, 
more humane and a more civilized code. 

With these few words I rommend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI: What about my motion No. 472P 

Mr* PRESIDENT: I may remind you that I announced that 
motions Nos. 4fi9, 470, 470 and 487 would be discussed together. 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 48,50,000 under the head “25 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the Government policy in the matter of 
the supply of* food, raincoat, mosquito curtain and other necessaries to 
the political prisoners). 

Sir, much has been said by the previous speakers on this subject 
and there is yet plenty to say on it. But since I mugt confine 
remarks to t^e subject matter of iny motion I hope the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber will kindly take note of what I say and try to redress the grievances 
as early as possible. Sir, there are two kinds of prisoners living in 
jails, one undfrgoipg* rigorous imprisonment and the other simple 
imprisonment. It is naturally expected that prisoners undergoing 
rigorous imprisonment should require more food than those who have 
very little work to do in the jails. But the ration prescribed for 
prisoners of both classes is the same. Prisoners undergoing simple 
imprisonment get the same quantity of food as prisoners undergoing 
rigorous imprisonment. It is certainly not just and proper on the part 
of the authorities to Jo so. Prisoners also suffer from other incon- 
veniences. They require a badna or Iota for washing purposes in the 
latrine, but usually they have only a shallow utensil which is like a 
frying pan for that purpose, and this is used for drinking purposes as 
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weH. f , ln the distinct jails, a few mugs are provided for the purpose, 
but i ihe subdivisional jails no such thing is given to the prisoners; 
here tfiey have to take to the latrine the same shallow utensil from 
which they are to take their food and drink. 

Then, Sir, mosquito curtains are also denied to prisoners in jails. 
It may be argued from the Treasury Benches that most of the prisoners 
are not used to them at home. So it is, but they are accustomed to 
something else to safe themselves from mosquito bites, and that is they 
take a quantity of straw, set tire to it and get up a smoke and use it to 
drive out mosquitoes, just as we do in our cowsheds. The burning of 
straw for this purpose will not be permitted in jails, and therefore it is 
necesssary that the prisoners should be supplied with mosquito curtains. 
Of course their skins are as sensitive as the skins of any of the gentle- 
men here, and if we cannot do without mosquito curtains, then why 
should not these curtains be given to them. Mosquito curtains are also 
necessary to prevent them from being attacked with malaria; it is said 
that anopheU * are the sources of malaria. If that doctrine has not 
been exploded as yet, then it is in the fitness of things that mosquito 
curtains should be provided without delay. We heard on another 
occasion from the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department that 
mosquito curtains do not save the prisoners from malarial attacks, and 
be said that he introduced mosquito curtains in .1 jails with the conse- 
quent result that in all the three jails malaria attack became more 
virulent. There was an increase of malaria in these jails. This was 
a very curious thing to hear from the Hon’ble Member, but the Hon’ble 
Members are in the habit of giving such information for our curiosity. 

I remember that some time ago, a circular was issued by the Local 
Self-Government Department to the loeul bodies in the mu fat sal in 
which it was said that jute-steeped water was not unwholesome, but it 
was very nourishing. That was the opinion of no less a person than 
Dr. Bentley. It was he who pointed out that this water was not only 
unwholesome, but it was most invigorating. I think the Hon’bie Mem- 
ber will not be in a position to deny that such a circular was issued to 
local bodies in the m ufatsaL I do not know' whether the Hon’ble 
Member will repeat the same argument that movjuito curtains will not 
save prisoners from being attacked with malaria* because wherever 
mosquito curtains are introduced malaria prevails w'ith much more 
acuteness. But until and unless the theory is exploded that mosquitoe* 
carry the germs of malaria, this explanation will not hold good. So 
I humbly request the Hon’ble Member in charge to take note of the 
Opinions of this House and try to provide for the little amenities of life 
that can be, had in the jails for those unfortunate creatures who have 
been" placed under his care. With these few words I commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

' <9Pk* Council was then adjourned for 16 minutes for prayer.) 







Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tel} the House that motions Nos. 169/ 
479, and 487 have been moved and are now open to discussion. 
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■An MTINDKA NATH IA»U> In the course of the discussion 
before this House on the present resolution one question has 
brought out prominently, and that is the serious discomfort and 
Ho health to which prisoners are subjected by ream* of their 
pven no mosquito nets or appliances to prevent moequito bites at 
0 ir, in this country mosquito nets have become almost a necessary 
accompaniment of people’s lives. It might be that 70 rr 80 years ago 
when the jail methods first came into operation in this country, there 
might not have been the same need for mosquito nets re at the present 
4ay, hut at the present day even ordinary domestic servants and 
•villagers and cultivators in the country parts, most of them, use 
mosquito nets. Sir, in the jails, many of the prisoners are sentenced 
to hard labour. They work hard during the day, and if they cannot 
have some snatches of sleep during night on account of mosquito bites, 
4t becomes a kind of torture which should be prevented by Government, 
rl know that the Hon’ble Member in charge of Jails when approached 
in connection with the supply of mosquito nets to the special jails at 
Dum Dum considered the question sympathetically. That was a 
locality in which there were inroads of mosquitoes to an extent which 
made it exceedingly difficult for the prisoners to sleep at night. I 
jffmet that the same sympathetic policy will be generally pursued, par- 
ticularly in the country jails. The question of mosquito nets for police- 
•Umn came up before the Council about 10 years ago, and those that 
trere then members of the Council will remember that it was found 



that about a fourth or probably more of the police force in the country 
parts were out of action on account of mosquito bites, and there was a 
jpmand on b t fe ol f of Government for a grant for the supply of mosqjdjto 
^jbta for policemen in the country parts. 1 think it is not askin^w^ 
much to supply thii human necessity to prisoners also and 2 |R|£$ 
Government will sympathetically consider the proposal. * 


ttlltfvi AEUL KAtEM: I have heard the speeches that have bm 
delivered about the treatment of political prisoners in this Howto, ‘m 
tbe very outset I must say that | agree entirely and felly with® 
speech of Mr.' Beau with regard to the supply of mosquito cukeil* 
some means eoientifiq'or otherwise which the Government J&j 
off earing the people from moequito bites, flirt ' ' Thttlw it ijeTi uip 
malaria hr not is a different matter, hut the bite itaeu adr&^p; 
Wienee caused by the bite is sufficient to cause turtle to OmKmkI 
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i and fall ill. And the fact Government ^^tlvea came 
for&ard with a demand for the supply of mosquito chrllln# to coh- 
stafies £nd chowkidan , is proof positive that they are necessary . * 

As regards the other complaints, they were not only about prisoners 
in jjjeneral but about political prisoners as well. In this respect I bi$ 
to submit for the consideration of the House that the proper thing for 
tW numbers of the House would have been to bring the inconveniences 
to thruotice of the local authorities and not to come here and ventilate 
’"them, Besides, so far ns the members of the House are concerned 
them are non-official visitors of their local jails and from that 
on they can bring pressure to bear ou the jail authorities for th# 
renSoval of those grievances Whether they have done so or not I am 
not aware. I can say that as a visitor of our jails, because unfor- 
tunately here I represent three different districts in this Presidency, as 
a non-official visitor, I had had occasion to go to some of these jails 
and whether my friends admit or not, I say that political prisoners are 
treated better and receive more comforts in the matter of food and 
other necessaries of life than they do at home. It cannot be denied 
that some of these political prisoners definitely try to make the lives of 
the jail authorities troublesome But the primary fact that has to be 
remembered is this: that if the lives of the political prisoners in jaih 
had been as they have been painted by my friends, there would not have 
been such a craze among them to go to jail. Sir, political prisoners 
are not sent to jail against their wishes. It is the desire of these people 
to become cheap martyrs hv visiting His Mujesty’s jails for a few 
months. That gives them an opportunity of becoming fumous which 
years of public service cannot secure. (A voice: Why then don't 
you go to jail to become a martyr?) I do not care to he such a cheap 
martyr; I have got other records to show than that and getting it so 
cheap. A man may have served his country and countrymen for years 
toge^JfU* but if he has not been in jail for one of these political offences 
he m got no legs to stand upon ! The mere fact that at election time# 
photographs of the prisoners l>ehind prison bars are shown carries great 
weight w-ith the populace and that is an advantage which cannot be 
* secured and was not secured by a man who devoted his whole life to the 
eggfitie of his countrymen, I mean the grea* Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea. 

KUMAR BASU: Because his opponent had 
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gyne to jail. 

ABUL KASEM: Whatever it is, what I hav got to wy 
tuw the ration allowed them is quite sufficient and what ia more, 
" th«r v £*t *inore attention from the jail authorities. In the first place 
*( would ask my triends to put their hands on their hearts and say ti 
the i£SSors, deputy jailors and superintendents do not treat them with 
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is^th# the 
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respect ; rightly or wrongly theaepeople believe them to be gpfea 
martyrs*and therefore tlftty f&at them with reverence; and this is don< 
in many cases. 1 am reminijed that they received kind and reverentia 
treatment because of fear also, but I do not know whether the feai 
portion plays the greatest part or not. I cannot see, Sir, why so macl 
anxiety is shown on behalf of the political prisoners. I thinjj thai 
when in this House we make comments upon the administration w< 
should do so with the sole purpose of bringing to notice the grievance* 
and defects of the administration and not for the purpose of playing $ 
the gallery. It has not served in any country and it will not t$rv 4 
, jbere. C 

Neither do I think that this House should throw aspersions on public 
servants as is being done in this House not only on this occasion but 
y on previous occasions as well, because those people have got no oppor- 
tunity of defending themselves, and those who are here to defend them 
receive no previous notice in order to get themselves acquainted with 
all the facts and get prepared against the attack. I think those mem- 
bers of the House who want to throw aspersions on public servants 
should give a copy of the charges that they want to bring against 
Government servants a few days before the matter is discussed, so 
that Government may have an opportunity of studying the matter 
and getting information and explanations from local officers. If such 
charges are brought as they are done now, what happens ? Govern- 
ment say, as the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder Hitter has said, that 
if they are taken by surprise they cannot answer. So, it is neither 
satisfactory from the point of view of Government nor from the point 
of view of the House. Rai Hahasai has suggested that Sir P. C. 
Mitter should .visit in the garb of Haroun-al Raschid a jail and pass 
a night there and find out what inconveniences are suffered 4 the 
prisoners. I would however suggest to the Rai Mahasai that hie him- 
self Bhould act on this advice and should like Haroun-al Raschid go and 
visit a jail in Bengal and see for himself what treatment these 
prisoners receive and have a conversation both with the jail staff and 
the political prisoners themselves. He would then be satisfied that 
the jail authorities are Jess guilty than they are supposed to be and that 
their friends the political prisoners are a great nuisance in the jail!' 
Of course if you had brought forward a motion as to why so many 
people have been sent to jail that is a different matter. But to say 
that they are treated badly is an exaggeration and should be avoided 
at least in this House and should not be ventilated for the purpose of 
^advertising or for playing to the gallery. 

Hr. C. C. COOPERS T rise to endorse the remarks of the *!|s! 
speaker. I have had the privilege of representing this House as 
jail visitor for many years and I can honestly say that to my 
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•knowledge the allegations of bad treatment so hr It. least is the 
sideacy Jail is concerned are entirely false. It majrbe said that poa- 
% sihly when I go to visit a jail the authorities are waiting for me and 
, Jhey have everything keyed up. Even if it were so, the eye-wash is the 
easiest thing in this world to detect hut such is not the case on my 
*^fcits,^ I visit at odd times and on odd days and the jail authorities 
have no idea when I am coming. I have visited the Presidency Jail 
on several occasions this month. I merely state this in order to show 
‘that I take my duties as a jail visitor seriously. I take a personal 
"interest in the work and the administration of the jails and in the 
prisoners generally. I do not look upon my appointment, as a jail, 
visitor as a sort of namka waste job. My interest in prison work was 
at first aroused by the late Colonel Simpson who was a dear friend of 
mine and under his expert guidance I learnt a great deal concerning 
prison administration. I think the House will agree that the late 
Colonel Simpson was a very able and very conscientious officer aud by 
his death prisons and prisoners in Bengal have lost a true friend. He 
was fully alive to the humane aspect of his duties and his interest in 
prisoners was not of that careless indifference as is alleged against 
that class of people known as officials. It is my belief that his mantle 
has fallen generally speaking on the shoulders of the majority of prison 
authorities to-day. Our present Inspector-General is certainly an 
officer who thinks of all prisoners as human beings aud treats them 
accordingly. In my opinion any official connected with any jail is a 
man much to be sympathised and commisserated with ; be he a super- 
intendent or be he a warder, he has a thankless horrible job to perform 
and for all practical purposes he is a prisoner himself. He has to spend 
most of his time behind the prison bars. Whenever I come away from 
a prison after a visit I am for the rest of the day a pessimist, I feel sad 
and disheartened but prisons are a necessary protection against those 
who offend against the canons of society and whether they offend from 
moral turpitude or for political purposes, society has to be protected 
against them. 

So far as political prisoners are concerned they have nothing to 
t complain about but with habitual offenders to see so much vice and 
Wickedness cooped up together gives one a fiorrible, feeling. The 
problem of how best to deal with these poor unfortunate degenerates 
is a problem which has engaged the best minds of all the world for 
many generations but I am afraid we are still as far off from a solution 
of this problem as ever we were. Criticisms such as we have heard 
tOrday are, I think, quite ill founded, and they do not help us in any 
way Ipwards solving the problem of prison reform. The first condition 4 * 
that is absolutely essential in any prison is discipline. In wnr or 
in f*ace a badly disciplined regiment is a bad regiment, so in a jail a 
badly, disciplined jail is a bad jail. So far as I can gather all the 
crittqtma we have heard to-day are directed against the enforcement 
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of discipline. To *be kind to prisoners you hav% to be firm and an 
weakness in the handling of prisoners means unkindness to them, henc 
strict discipline must be maintained. The administration of the Pr« 
sidency Jail is both firm and kind. Any one who has had any experi 
ence of the appalling lack of discipline which prevailed in jails a fei 
years ago knows what a trying and difficult position the various official 
of the jails were placed in, from superintendents to convict warders 
and I think they have not received that fair measure of praise whiel 
is due to them for the manner in which they carried on their irksom 
task under such trying conditions. To-day discipline is better am 
because discipline is better, the treatment is better and the jails ar 
generally better. 

So far as food is concerned, I give the most emphatic denial to th 
allegation that the prisoners are badly fed. That is not the case. Th 
food given is undoubtedly very good and the quality of the food i 
good also. I have eaten it myself and I do not think I have ever taste* 
better rice and dal. The food which the prisoners get in the jails i 
very much superior to that to which they are accustomed in thei 
own homes. Some of these prisoners go to the prisons for the purposi 
of being well-fed. I happened to know a prisoner who has been in jai 
oft’ and on for several years and I saw him again this week when ] 
visited the jail, 1 said “hallo! why have you come back”. He saic 
“because this is my home”. 

A lot of cheap sentiment and a whole lot of sob stuff for the 
prisoners have been expressed, but it would be of greater help if in this 
House practical propositions were made and not a series of allegations 
which for the most part have no sound foundation. Much can be dont 
and much still remains to be done to improve the conditions in th* 
prisons. But so far as the Presidency Jail is concerned, I can say thal 
the ideal aimed at is to make conditions as decent as it is possible ii 
the circumstances to make them. 

Th# HoiVble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs Sir, as the tin* 
at my disposaT I» very short, I shall begin by giving a general reply an< 
then in the time that is left I shall try to deal with specific complaints. 

Mr. P. tiANERJI: On a point of information, Sir. After th* 
Hon'ble Member has spoken shall we be entitled to speak on the motion! 

Mr. PREI1DENT: Yes, if time is left. 

Tt» Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The first point 
I would like' tile members of this House to remember is that the total 
jail population in Bengal is about 20,000 and of this total jail population 
those about whom some of the hon'ble members have spoken, namely 
those who have been described as political prisoners, are only a s mall 
portion. Now, if you have to deal with 20,000 prisoners of difenml 
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type* and various kirfffs, it follows that you must proceed according to 
some definite rules. If you start by trying to have different treatment 
for different prisoners individually you will noon -be placed in a posi- 
tion of difficulty. Then it is not only that you have these 26,000 pri- 
soners, but there are a number of jails with quite a large number ol$ 
warders and a fair number of deputy jailors, jailors and suparin* 
tendenls. Therefore definite rules and orders are very necesaaiy. 
It is for that reason that observation of rules laid down in the 
Jail Code seems to, be so desirable. Now, members of this House, 
at any rate those who have been members for some little time, 
will remember that about three or four years ago the Government 
of India, perhaps at the instance of some members of the Legis- 
lative Assembly, took up the question of revision of some of the provi- 
sions of the Jail Code, and particularly with regard to those provisions 
relating to classification, etc., which have practical application to those 
who are loosely described as political prisoners. About that time a 
conference was held at Delhi. But before that conference was held the 
Government of India desired that the different Local Governments 
should take the opinions of 11011 -officials as also of officials dealing with , 
the jail administration. At that time swarajists were in Counc’l and 
the opinions of the non-officials were taken through the different superin- 
tendents of jails and magistrates, and through these officers the jail 
visitors were also consulted. As the members of the Legislative Coun- 
cil are non-official visitors of jails, the swarajists, who were then in 
Council, and others were also consulted and thus not only the opinions 
of the non-officials of this province were before this Government, but 
opinions of non-officials of other provinces were also before their 
respective provincial Governments; and all these opinions were placed 
before the Government of India. # 

Now, Sir, as a result of the discussions at Delhi, orders were issued 
by the Government of India. These orders were duly published and 
as a result of these orders certain definile rules about treatment of 
prisoner* were framed. It was directed that prisoners were to be 
divided into divisions I, II and III ; under these rules political prisoners 
as such are not recognised. If the hon’ble members will take the 
trouble of reading these rules and I am sure afme have done so—they 
will find that the rules are such that there is no reasonable ground 
for complaint either about classification or treatment of prisoners. 

I would next like to touch on one or two points about which we 
received many complaints not only this year, but in previous years, 
one important ground of complaint being that political pryoners as such 
are not separately recognised. It is true that under the orders of the 
Government of India and our own Jail Code, we do not recognise politi- * 
cal prisoners as a separate class with distinct rules. Indeed will be 
difficult to lay down specific rules about political prisoners. One may * 
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loosely describe a certain type of prisoners hs political prisoners, but if 
you are to lav down definite rules, I think the membeis will again b9 
faced with difficulties. I would ask those members who are keen about 
recognition of political prisoners as such to try to formulate definite 
rules. Whom would you call political prisoners? Would you call a 
terrorist a political prisoner — a terrorist who pretends that he is doing 
good to the country by throwing bombs and shooting with revolvers — 
or again one who commits an alleged political dacoity but uses the 
money for his personal gain, would you call him a political prisonerP 
Then, would you call a man who is a mere picketer and who goes before 
a liquor shop or a shop selling Manchester goods with folded hands, 
or a man who goes there to persuade shopkeepers not to sell certain 
kinds of goods and when his persuasion fails he becomes angry and 
throws brickbats or soda water bottles, would you call loth or either of 
them a political prisonerP Such instances can be multiplied. Sir, 
no .Tail Code can be worked unless you can he precise and definite. 
The opinion of the Government of India and the Local Governments is 
that it is not possible to define or to recognise political prisoners as such. 
But we do recognise classification, such as divisions I, II and III. By 
such recognition the purpose of friends of political prisoners is served 
to a large extent. Those who criticise the Government of India and 
the Locul Government about non-recognition of political prisoners 
might try among themselves to frame precise rules. I have mentioned 
only one or two points by way of illustration. But I am sure they 
will 'themselves find many points which make it extremely difficult to 
define political prisoners as such. Sir, I am referring to this because 
I know yeur after year there is a great deal of criticism about the 
treatment of political prisoners not being according to the ideas of some 
members of this House and not being what they consider to be suitable. 
But I would appeal to the members of this House, and I am sure 
that many of them are fair-minded, that they should take into con- 
sideration the fact that once a man is convicted and passes through 
the portals of the prisons, would it be right to treat one kind of pri- 
soners differently from another? Those of you who speak about demo- 
cracy, those of you who speak of equal rights for everybody, vrould you 
at the same time and in the same breath say that because a man is 
a bhfulralohy because a 1 man, according to his own light tried to serve 
his country, you will treat him in a different way from another 
<man who may be convicted of an offence — let me say an offence in- 
volving moral turpitude. The friends of political prisoners are sup- 
posed to have faith in democracy, others may not have. 

Sir, I can understand certain kinds of differential treatment, that 
is division of ’prisoners into classes I and II. But if you try some other 
method you will at once find yourselves in difficulty. 

.Sir, although my time is very short, I am trying to make this point 
clear, because at the back of most criticisms is the feeling that political 
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prisoners should be treated with extra leniency. I am trying to point 
out the difficulties. But I would like to point out that in a matter like 
jail administration, there must be some general uniformity throughout 
India. There may be variation in local conditions and so there may be 
variation in detail in different provinces ; but there must be some general 
standard of uniformity throughout India. Therefore technically you 
can no doubt take up the question of political prisoners in this Council. 
But if you want to take it up effectively you must ultimately take it up 
with the Government of India and not only that — you must formulate 
something definite — so that a precise and specific definition can be 
embodied in the Jail Code. 


Then, Sir, other criticisms have been made about the Jail Code. 
I submit, Sir, that if the prison authorities are allowed to administer 
the Jail Code in the normal way, they are quite* all right. But 
there have been cases where the prison authorities were forced to 
apply some of the drastic provisions of the Jail (hale which it is 
intended should be kept in the background — and why? The reason is 
that some people who for political reasons have sought imprisonment 
have in pursuit of their ideas on the subject tried to make the jail 
administration difficult. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: What about the horrible details 
given by the Rai Mahasai? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERf I am coming 
to them. Now, Sir, the Jail Code, under normal conditions, provides, 
for every good treatment. But if there is a definite breach of discipline 
it must be stopped and punishment by progressive stages is given to 
any prisoner for breach of discipline. Mild punishments are at first 
given but if they do not suffice then more drastic punishments have to 
be given. 

Before I come to the question of punishment I would like very shortly 
to refer to some of the most salient features of the Jail Code. 
Take the division I prisoners: about their accommodation the provision 
is that whenever possible they shall be allotted 1 c$lls apd except when 
imposed as a jail punishment, their imprisonment shall in no case 
involve anything in the nature of separate confinement. Regarding^ 
furniture and equipment, the cells allotted to division I prisoners shall 
contain as their normal equipment a chair and a table; a light for use at 
night until 10 p.m. ; aluminium food utensils; as iron cot; a thin 
mattress, two pillows, 2 sheets, four pillow cases, one oi* two blankets 
as may be required, a mosquito net, etc., etc. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR DASUl That can be taken as read. 
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% Th* Hofl’ble lir PROVAVH CHUNDER HITTER: Yes, it can t* 
taken as read, hut if I place before you the salient features, you will 
(hat the accommodation, food and treatment in jail #re not bad 
,flien about division II prisoners. They shall be given cellular accom, 
modation, if available, under the same conditions as prisoners in div). 
sion I, but otherwise association within the class at the discretion of th< 
Superintendent. They shall be provided with a thin mattress, on( 
pillow, two bed-sheets, two pillow cases, and a mosquito net in addi- 
tion to ordinary jail bedding. They shall also be given one chair /, 
small table, or shelf, and light in their cells or wards until 10 p.m. 
Therefore, you will find that accommodation and other arrangements foi 
division I or division II prisoners are quite compatible with a reasonable 
degree of comfort. 

As regards fdod, I will read only some portion from the Jail Code. 

For early morning meal— 


For 


Chittaks. 

Bread ... o 

Sugar | 

Butter o;o 


Milk ... x 

other meals— 

. Chittaks. 

Fine rice ... g 

Dal ... o 

Vegetables ... ... ... 4 

Potatoes ... 2 

Meat or fish or eggs (or milk — 0 ch. ) ... 2 


Then take division III prisoners — their food. 

I will only give you figures about rice, vegetables, etc. 

For early morning meal — 

t Chittaks. 

Rice ... g 

8,14 ' ••• ... ... 7/16 
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For other .meals*— 


Vegetables ... ... ... 4 

Oil ... ... ... 5/16 

h»u ho on, in addition to fish on certain days. 

Health reports show that the health of the prisoners of all the three 
classes is faidy satisfactory. 

With regard to the specific allegation that Mr. Haiti referred to in 
connection with certain incidents in the Midnapore Jail, I should like to 
point out that Mr. Haiti knows very well the root cause of that inci- 
dent. It was a mutiny on a small scale 

(The time-limit on the demand having been reached, the Hon 'hie 
Member resumed his seat.) 

The motion of Mr. R. Haiti was then put and a division taken with 
th? following result: — 


AM, MaaM HtttM. 

Ilkik, RhM I yak MajM. 
kaaacji, Mr. P. 

■mi, Mr. Namiiri Knir, 
kkaakfcarl, laki KUk*ri Miktii. 
Okaakkary, MaaM Naral Altar, 
rmallil, MaaM Makaaial. 
■apd, Mr. k. N. 

Rakha, Mulfl Akkul. 

Nhh, KuJ latilil. 


Marti, Mr. R. 

Matfcarlaa, Mr. kyaaiatraaak. 
Rail mm, MaaM Aitrar. 

Rai Mahaati, Maafakra Oak. 
Ray, Mr. kkaati Ida* karat war. 
Rawt, Baka Haaaal. 
laaaA MaaM AM at. 
taa kayte, Or. Ritmi kkaakra. 
kkak, MaaM AMal HimM 


Al*t», Nawakzada Kkwaia MalaaaM, Kkaa 
l alak ar . 

Aaatta, Mr. 4. M. 

M, Baka UHt Kaaar. 

Bat. Rat Mft karat kkaakra. 

R aaar j l, Rai lakaiif Kaakaft kkaakra. 

Banaa, Bai kaklk Raa ikaaa a . 

Baak tfkkia. Kkaa lakik Naalrl MakaaiaiM. 
Btaaky, Mr. I. B. 

B k a a Bkart, Kkaa Bakatfar MaaM AMaaaazaaraa. 
Ika a ik a r i, MaaM kyak Oaaua NaMar. 

Bktwkkary, Majl Ba« Afcawk. 

Bakaa, Mr. 0. 4. 

Baaaa r , Hr. B. B. 

■tea, Mr. «. B. 

Baa, Rai Bafcakar Kaariai Kaaur. 

taaatH, MaaM Bar Rakaaaa Kkaa. 

fwata l, tka Naa’kte Nawak K. R. M^ Kkaa 


fomiL Hr L R.* 

IBakaaili tka Maa*Ma abM| Sir Akkatkaafat. 
tMaML Mr R.B. 


NaakaraM, Mr. A. B. B. 

Naff, Mr. B. 9. 

Haayar, Mr. B. B. 

Naaaia, Nawak Maakarraf, Kkaa Bakakar. 
Raaa a ia, MaaM Makaaiaai. 

Haaaala, MaaM Lateral 
RaatM, Maalvi Akai. 

Kkaa, Kkaa B ak a kar Maairl Mssmai All. 
Kkaa, Mr. Ra«Mr Rakaaaa. 

Laakkart, Mr. A. IK I. • 
ktefaira, Mr. L T. 

WimFy iff! Pf fW nVfPV VffWVWi 

Mfttra, Baka karat kkaakra. 

MartteHr, Mr. M. R. 

Bag, Baka kak Lai. 

■af, R a a a r aak B. A. 

Raaky, Mateaala Brta kkaakra, «f KaMfaar. 

Hm NM^Mt Wfa 
B trtea, Mr. M. R. 

Wn, Mr. B. f. 

PMIaat, Mr. R. B. V. 

RaBkar, Mr. Aaaaka Makaa. 

RraaMaa, tea Maa'kte Mr. W. 0. B. 
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m+mm, Ur, A. ?. M. 

Stay eM w Hwr y. Mr. It. S. 

Mi, Mr. K. «• 

Ms* laH rfrtwAn KM. 

•ay, Mr. tent Kiut 
May, tb* Hm*M> Mt. Bijvjr I'nM «ql. 
«iy efcaattarl, M« OlMMlrt. 
4u4atsll«b, MmIiI MmIuimmmL 
liliu, Mi Utyi KhMuu. 


[$2nd Mar,, 

J 

tatar, Ral «aft» Oatatf Mati|p. 

•m, Mr. B. R. 


WBklmaa, Mr. N. «. 

Wh o m, tha Hm*M» Mr. a. A 
Wartivarth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 19 and the Noes 64 the motion was lost. 

The motions of Munindrn Deb Rai Mahasai and Razi Emdadul Hoque 
were then put and lost. 

The original demand under head “25 — Jails and Convict Settle- 
ments” was then put and agreed to. 


28 — Police. 


The Hitf bfe Mt. W. D. R. PRENTICE. On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Ra. 2,10,71,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “26— Police”. 

This grant has been explained in some detail in the red book and .as 
will be seen from the notes there, the increase that has occurred is due 
mainly to the partial restoration of the emergency cut in pay and also 
to the further increase in the temporary force. I have been going 
through the figures for the past (i years to see what the increase in the 
police force in Bengal is. I find that in Calcutta the strength of the 
police force in 1927 — I am talking of the permanent police force — was 
6,639. At the end of 1932 it was 6,658, i.e., the permanent police force 
has remained pinch the sume. It did rise in 1929-30 to 5,750. But 
there has been a fall since. In Bengal the permanent police force in 
1927 numbered 24,606, in 1932 it numbered 24,511, i.e., a decline. It 
is in the temporary force which has been created to deal with the 
■emergency that has arisen that the great increase has occurred. The 
temporary force in Calcutta in 1927 was 42, it went down to 33 in 1928, 
it was 19 in 1929, it rose to 40 in 1930, to 192 in 1931 and to 236 in 
1932. In Bengal the ^figures are — 


1927 * 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931- : 


... 804, 

... 794, 

... 775, 

... 2,108, 

... 2,793, and 


- there is the same figure for 1932. The increase in the polk* is not due 
to any increase in the permanent force. It is a temporary increase in 
order to deal with the emergencies of which hon’ble members of this 
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Council are £8 # well aware and that is the fact which must be borne in 
mind in discu^ng this large demand for the police. If condition in 
Bengal were to return to normal, and we had not to deal with those 
movements which we hope will pass away sooner or later, the 
expenditure on police could be reduced, but so long as these^ 
movements continue, the expenditure on police must remain * 
high even if it does not perhaps go higher. At present it must be re- 
membered, you have extra troops in Bengal, a fact which is having a 
great effect on the peace and tranquillity of the province. If these troops 
are removed a position might arise in which we might have to apply for 
a further increase of the temporary force. The future state of affairs 
will depend very largely on the conduct of the inhabitants of Bengal, 
and that is a fact which has got to be remembered in discussing this 
head: 

MUNIMtiRA DEB RAI MAH ASA I* I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 5,08,000 under the head ‘ ‘20 A — Presidency Police — Calcutta 
Police — Pay of Establishment — Sergeants” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
raise a discussion on the question of appointment of sergeants from 
among Bengalees or those domiciled in Bengal). 

I beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 20,30,202 under the head 
“20A — Presidency Police — Pay of Establishment — Calcutta Police” be 
reduced bv Rs. 100 (to criticize the policy of Government in recruiting 
non-Bengalees to the ranks of inspectors, sub-inspectors, etc.). 

The object of my motion is to raise a discussion on the question of 
appointment of sergeants from among Bengalees or those domiciled in 
Bengal. 

By this motion I do not want the discharge of the present sergeants 
and to deprive them of their bread. They are no doubt useful men and 
are capable of undergoing fatigue in the discharge of their arduous 
duties. Sometimes they do acts of indiscretion and commit excesses 
but that is the way of the police in this country. 1 should like to re- 
quest the Government to make an experiment by the appointment of 
Bengalees or those domiciled in Bengal as sergeants when vacancies 
occur. By Bengalees, I mean both Hindus, Moslems and also other 
people, be they depressed or oppressed or domiciled in Bengal. Given 
the opportunities, the Bengalees are capable of shbwing the mettle in- 
herent in them. I may just raeution the deeds of valour of the 49th 
Bengali Regiment. They were in the fighting line and did not budge 
an inch under the most trying circumstances even at the sacrifice of their 
lives and limbs. At Kut-el-Amara they shared for months together 
the privations and sufferings most cheerfully with theii; comrades in 
arms when the town was beseiged by the enemy. If you give them the 
sant&.pay and allowances, educated men of good families will come 
forward to serve as sergeants. Whit* sergeants are peculiar to Bengal. 

I have been to Madras and Colombo and seen the natives of the soil 
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serving as sergeants. I found them controlling the he%f0t traffic of big 
thoroughfares like Mount Road in Madras and in the (pnxmr and -very 
busy business centres of Colombo. I hope the Hon’ble Home Member 
will not hesitate to make an experiment here and I have no doubt that 
it will prove successful. 


Sir, the remarks which I have just made with regard to the appoint- 
ment of sergeants apply equally to the recruitment of non-Bengalees to 
the ranks of inspectors and sub-inspectors, etc. It is most unfortunate 
that people from outside the province from the distant Punjab, United 
Provinces and Bihar are recruited for service in this Presidency to the 
exclusion of the children of the soil. Bengalee inspectors, sub- 
inspectors including Hindus and Muhammadans have proved their 
ability and steadfastness in the discharge of their onerous duties. They 
have won distinction by their pluck, energy and devotion to duty. The 
unemployment problem in Bengal has assumed alarming proportions 
and unless sincere uttempts are made to open out new avenues of employ- 
ment the prevailing discontent will continue to increase. Of course 
it is difficult in these days to find employment in large numbers but if 
the Government is serious they can stop further recruitment of outsiders 
and provide employment for the people of the province whenever and 
wherever any vacancy occurs. It was no doubt a strange irony of fate 
that people from other provinces not acquainted with Bengali life, 
character and language should be drafted to lord over the children of 
the soil. On moral, political and social grounds such appointments are 
highly objectionable. I should like to ask the Hon’hle Home Member 
whether he would like French or German police lording over the citizens 
of London. They can never think of or even dream such a contingency. 

I hope better sense will prevail in the case of future recruitments. 

With these few words, I commend my motions to the acceptance of 
the House. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U. In speaking to this resolution 
I shall only content myself with informing the House of a very interest* 
ing episode which occurred a few mouths ago. Some educated young 
men, graduates and under-graduates were desirous of being enrolled in 
the Calcutta Police,, ndt as high officers, or even low officers, but they 
were content to come in as constables, but when they went over the 
Police lines they were told that there wer? no vacancies for Bengalis, 
I brought this matter to the notice of the then Hon’ble Member, Mr.* 
.Reid, and I do not know what has happened up till now. I hope I 
shall have the information in the Government’s reply to this motion. 
« ■ » 

tWbU JATINDRANATH BA8U: I think in the matter of appoint- 
ments in the police, the people of this province have a real gr^llhitGe. 
Not only amongst officers, but also in the rank and file, the childveti 
of this province do not find the employment that should go to them. 
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la thf C*lcut|* Police and in the District Police also, men are recruited 
in very large Timbers, so far as the rank and file are concerned, from 
Bihar and the (United Provinces. I do not think, Sir, that the physical 
standard of the cultivating and labouring classes of this province is so 
low as to make them absolutely unfit for the duties that have to be 
performed by a policeman. In the eastern districts you have the sturdy 
Muhammadan cultivators from amongst whom you recruit the seamen 
who man many of the sea>going vessels, and also inland vessels, and they 
have proved very efjeient in the performance of those duties. There is 
no reason why they should not be very largely recruited for the provin- 
cial police. In the central districts of the province there are the 
.V amatudras, and in the northern districts there are the Hajlmnsis, 
who supply very good material for the police. In the western districts 
thfere are the Bagdis who used to supply, and even now, supply very 
largely the guards for mufassal za mind ms for their kutchcriet and 
they prove very efficient in guarding the treasuries of mufamd zamin- 
dar s and in carrying revenue from one centre to another. But Govern- 
ment so far appears to have neglected this field of recruitment. My 
objeclion to the present method of appointment, and my support of 
these two motions are mostly based on economic grounds as to why so 
much of the hard earned money of this province should go out of the 
province, while there is enough material in the province for manning 
this force. As regards the metropolitan police, and the ranks of the 
officers, there is no reason why men of this province should not be 
more largely recruited: take, for instance, the traffic police where 
not merely physical stamina but a certain amount of intelligence is 
required. You sometimes do suffer a great deal from the stupidity of 
the traffic policemen at the corners. If more intelligent traffic police- 
men had been regulating the traffic, there would have been more saving 
of time to the public and less inconvenience. 

I submit, Sir, that Government should seriously consider that the 
expenditure of so much of our own money on people outside the pro- 
vince should be stopped at as early a date as possible. I do not think 
both as regards the Bengali’s capability of performing the duties, and 
as regards his amenability to discipline there are materials wanting in 
this province for manning the force. 

>|fr. SHANT! SHEKHARESWAR RAY : This is not a new subject, 
‘'Sir. The attention of the Government has been drawn to this matter 
time and again in this House, and I think the House will agree with 
me that the explanation given by the Government for the continuance 
of this system is not at all satisfactory. Sir, wheneves we ask that 
these white sergeants should be replaced by Bengalis, the Government 
re|a#tb incidents which occurred years ago, and say that when there 
HA riots in Calcutta, people preferred to have white sergeants instead 
of Indian constables among them. Hindns and Moslems both asked for 
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white sergeants. I do not know what truth there is in that statement, 
hut I must say that if Bengali constables, Bengali inspectors and sub- 
inspectors tan be entrusted with the duty of keeping the peace in the 
mufassal there is no reason why they cannot be similarly entrusted in 
Calcutta. Sir, if a Moslem inspector or sub-inspector in the mufasaal 
village or town can be entrusted or can be depended upon to impartially 
exercise and discharge his duties, why similarly should not a Bengali 
constable be entrusted to do that in Calcutta? What are the special 
peculiar features of Calcutta life to make it necessary that ws should 
have so many highly paid men to perform similar duties? Sir, one 
reason that occurs to me is, just to provide for these persons. Sir, that 
is the position that must be challenged. While the people of Bengal, 
Hindus and Moslems, are looking for employment, while they are in 
distress, why should we find money for people outside? Why should 
we import them from other provinces or from other lands? It is most 
unfair and I think it is a charge against the Bengal Government which 
can be justified only on the flimsiest of grounds. There may be now and 
then a difference between the different communities in Bengal but we 
should not lay too much stress upon that point. There is another 
aspect also. 1 think it is the outcome of the policy of distrust. You 
do not trust the people of this province, whether they are Hindus or 
Muhammadans — that is a patent fact. I think in this matter aH the 
communities in Bengal will join hands and protest against this very 
unfair arrangement. Please note that these sergeants are always kept 
in Calcutta. Why are they not sent to muf nasal towns or to the villages? 

I think we shall then be able to judge their stamina and how long they 
can really endure the climate of this province. They look quite stal- 
wart in Calcutta, hut if they are sent to malarious villages like Burdwan 
then I think tl'iey may deserve to some extent the high pay they get. 

Whenever we raise this question on the floor of the House Mr. 
Prentice always disarms our criticisms by suggesting that the policy 
of Government is to employ Bengalis as far as practicable and that 
Government will do their best to recruit Bengalis to the police service. 
But that appears to be a pious wish only. They never take any 
measure to encourage Bengalis to get the requisite qualifications even 
if they lack in, such* qualifications. I challenge that position because 
I think there are a good many Bengalis who can discharge the duties 
that are generally entrusted to sergeants, or inspectors of police jar 
sub-inspectors of police that are recruited from outside Bengal t 
want Government to take serious notice of this feeling for more t f$* 11 
one reason. One reason is that we in Bengal feel the insult tb cfcr* 
manhood thaf it is necessary for you to bring in for employment in 
Bengal such people from outside and this feeling will place %T suc- 
cessor of the Hon'ble Mr, Prentice in a very awkward position, *||twe 
get provincial autonomy. At least we are told that when we fcet 
vinci al autonomy the administration of the country even in the ifierved 
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departments will be handed over to the people of the province,, and in 
that ease the Minister in charge of th9 Pblice Department irill be 
placed in great difficulty in having to replace all these men. I can 
say Sir that one of the first acts of the future Indian Minister respon- 
sible to' the people of Bengal will be to redress the grievances of the 
people. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTAr My only excuse for 
interviewing in this debate is that I feel that I can furnish Mr. Prentico 
with a very cogent and proper answer to the arguments which have been 
adduced. I do not know what answer he is going to give but I suppose 
he will fall back upon those flimsy excuses of efficiency or that sort 
of thing which I am afraid will not hold water. Because the Bengalis 
might very well say, efficiency or inefficiency, we must manage with the 
people we have. I am reminded however of one real answer in thia 
connection. I will refer to a story of my own grandson. My grand* 
son went to England as a little child and stayed there for two years. On 
his way back while on board Ihe ship at Bombay he looked at the 
people assembled there and asked his mother “are all the people in 
India black?” The mother said “yes, they are”. The boy then suid 
“f do not want to go to India then.” If that is the feeling after two- 
years' stay in England, if that is the feeling of a child bom and bred 
in Bengal you can well imagine Ihe feeling of the white people when 
they happen to come to this country and see everything black. These 
sergeants are the only white spots in the streets, so they must be re- 
tained if the eyes of the white people are not to be tired too much. 


Mr. C. R. DAIN: I had not intended to take any part in this 
debate. But possibly I may be able to shed some light on the matter 
of recruitment as an employer of 7,000 hands in (his city, as approxi- 
mately 7,000 men are employed in ray company. I have never been 
able to recruit more than 25 per cent, in Calcutta. It would be natural 
that I should recruit them in Calcutta because it would be cheaper from 
my point of view; it would save money in leave expenses and in many 
respects. Practically speaking, 50 per cent, ctf my staff come from 
Bihar and 25 per cent, from East Bengal, and I *have»not been able, 
though I have put out inducements, yet I have not been able to re- 
dact locally. I am very glad to hear my friend Mr. Basu say that 
BeqAsiis of the bhadralok classes are willing to serve as constables. 
BuMtie fact is that the bhadralok youth is not the type of man who 
Ntfshes to be recruited to the police service. If they were offering 
I shopid certainly not have refused local men as against outaiders and 
that my labour force is larger than that of the Calcutta Police. 

oMhe question of sergeants Dr. Sen Gupta put forward a reason, 
a# to nhy they are employed here. I do not think he put that reaam^ 
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seriously nor am I going to take him seriously. But I would just f< 
a moment draw the attention of the House back to the riots of 1926, i 
April and May, when the services of the European police force were i 
great request. In fact I think European ex-policemen were worth 2C 
rupees each to guard and watch the houses of merchants for one nigh 
So I think it is really unfair to tax the Government with not recr^tm 
Bengalis when they do not offer themselves for posts of constables an 
sergeants. 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I want to support very strongly the proposal t 
train educated young men for appointments both of sergeants and othe 
posts in the metropolitan police. I quite realise that it is very neoei 
sary that the backbone of that establishment should for some time ye 
be the European sergeants and I also very greatly value the efficienc; 
of the band of sergeants whom we see working in Calcutta but at th 
same time there is no reason why a beginning should not be made. I 
Bengalis are good enough to fill the posts of Superintendents of Police 
Assistant Superintendents of Police and Assistant Commissioners o 
Police it is unfair to think that given proper training and guidanc 
they will not be able in time to take their places among their Europeai 
and Eurasian brothers as sergeants. On political and economic grounds 
Government should make a strenuous and honest beginning to giyi 
proper training and employment to educated young men as sergeant 
and in the higher ranks of the police in Calcutta. 

n f*n w B ^ NER '' l: . I . n ri8inR t0 8upport this motion * must first oi 
all tell Mr. Duin (hat if he is prepared to replace the 50 per cent of the 

non-Ben (rail labour, namely, 7,000, that is employed in his tramway, 
company 1 am, prepared to supply him with that number from Bengal 
whether from west Bengal or from east Bengal. He has said that 25 
per cent, of his staff come from East Bengal and 50 per cent, from 
Bihar and the remaining portion only of his staff is recruited locally 
because tbe full complement is not locally available. Sir I claim to 
know his department better because he has joined the company only 
recently whereas I know the department from the time when Mr. Wills 
was m charge of the company 30 years ago. I can tell him what are 
the difficulties sf Bengalis coming in and joining his company. First 
of all the salary that his company gaTe was eery low, which has only 
been increased after the strike. Then the dress; it was not thought 
at all respectable by young Bengalis and that is why service under the 
Tramways Company was not an attractive one. The third thing* the 
shifts: they ware to work at unusual hours and similarly therefore !? 
did not offer any attraction to bbairahk youths. But if Mr Dain 
seriously wants to replace the 60 per cent, of his non-Bengali staff from 
Bengal I can assure him that it will be available hen. Last $a* I 
•Jggeeted to the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice while moving a similar cut that 
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were available to work u constables and 1 could supply him 
adequate number, but Mr. Prentice was of opinion that they 
available or would not come forward to enlist in the polio* 


Noidkwhen experienced members from this side of the House have 
said pear after year that sufficient inducement should be given to the 
Bengalis, and when they are in every way fit, I find no reason why 
this should not be done. Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray has rightly 
pointed out that it i| rather an insult to the humanity of Bengal and I 
do say it is certainly m insult. The point is that if a Bengali polioe- 
man is here, he will think a thousand times before he does the things 
dictated by the department. He will not act unreasonably. If a non- 
Bengali is taken he will do whatever he is asked to do. That is my 
point and that is the policy of Government to-day and following that 
principle, the policy of Government is to take more non-Bengalis than 
Bengalis. Sir, I have no hesitation in saying that a person who after 
his retirement will have to remain as a common villager with other 
people will think a thousand times before he does anything against his 
conscience. Instances can be multiplied showing that this is the policy 
of Government and I do say that that policy is a bad policy and Govern- 
UM&f should change that policy. 


mm BtHedur Mmrivi AZIZUL HAQUEl Sir, the debate is a very 
delicate one and one must approach this question from a delicate point of 
view. I have to approach this question in two parts. One part refers 
to the sergeants of the Calcutta Police, and the other part refers to 
the other members of the service. I must say that the fact stands that 
the number of Bengalis in the Calcutta Police is not sufficiently large. 
But is it really due to the fact that the Government policy closes the 
doors against Bengalis, or is it because the temperament of the Bengalis 
has made it possible for everybody else to flourish in Bengal except 
Bengalis? Sir, I would ask my friend when he keeps a Suntan whether 
he will not take a man from up-country in preference to a Bengali ; if 
he wants a cook, will he not employ one from Orissa ? I would ask 
’my friend if he were to require a man hardy in life and active in habit! 
whether he will not give preference to a man yho temperamentally 
fitted for his job? This is exactly the position which* has practically 
shut out Bengalis from certain appointments in their own province. 
T^yt «s take the case of the Tramways Company about which Mr. Bain 
gpokj^jrat now. Then take the case of the jute mills. What per- 
oojitifii of Be n galis you will find in the jute mills. Yet thee* is §0 
distress in the country that people do not yet two meale^ 
a, dmr* Then take the taxi drivers — the Punjabis have practically \ 
mmmpolised the busing and the whole of Bhowanipur is now flooded 
wi& men with big pngroee who some time are a menace to the locaBty* 

4 IpC win certainly come when you will have to take up the qneet^r' 
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seriously as to whether the economic exploitation of Bengal by ever 
body else is to be completely stopped or whether we shall have to tal 
onr chance in the open competition. But certainly so far as the prese: 
circumstances are concerned we cannot blame Government alone f 
the predominance of other races in Bengal. Sir, I do not expect n 
Bengali servant to give me that amount of time and service which 
would expect from a servant from up-country. The policemen i 
Calcutta are required to work under such circumstances that the li; 
of a Calcutta policeman is not so very rosy as it is supposed to b 
Take for instance the visit of His Excellency the Viceroy. Our normj 
policemen are not sufficient to cope with the situation when the Yicero 
or other notabilities come here, at least so far as protection is coi 
cerned. Sir, in a moment the Calcutta police has to completely lin 
the route and provide for their protection during their stay here. Thei 
are certain special circumstances which have also to be tackled. Ther 
is the question of football congregation. Then you require a certai 
number of men for certain contingencies such as the sudden outburst c 
communal passions and frenzy that took place some time ago of whicl 
I hope we have seen the last. But the police are to be in sufficien 
strength in case of such contingencies. They are required when, foi 
instance I and Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee are quarrelling. Sir 
in Calcutta we also do require a certain number of men from othe 
provinces. Take for instance the Marwari population; they are a goo< 
number here: then there are the Kabulis: the Punjabis and also th< 
Chinese population : and to tackle special crimes in those quarters you 
want policemen for those places. 

Mr. IHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Are there Chinese police- 
men in Calcutta P 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I think the Calcutta 
Police have some arrangement by which they can keep touch with 
these men. 

Mr. R. BAfflfMI; Let the Khan Bahadur be in charge of that 
department. 

* 

Khan Bahaihir Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I would yield the place 
to Mr. P. Bauer ji : he offered to furnish Mr. Dain with 50 per cent, of 
his men. 

Sir, Bengal is certainly a place where people from other provinces 
flourish. I myself often think how is it that a man from Rajputana 
who comes here with only a lota becomes a millionaire within a lew years. 
This is a genuine grievance indeed with me. But of course I cannot 
live on diet for years which a Marwari is accustomed to. But these 
ire also circumstances which combine to make the public se r v ic e # el 



DEMAND POE GRANT. 


49 ! 


Ban gu i what they are. With these words, I say that it ia not fair to 
critiebe the Government because this is a matter which depends 
entirely on ourselves. 


MlUtvi HASS AN ALIl Sir, my motion No. 495 is more or leal 
akin to this motion. May I move it now? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not in that case move your motion, 
you may speak on the one already before the House and give your own 
reasons to justify the same. 


Mtlilvi HASSAN ALI: Sir, I am no seeker after loaves and fishes 
of the State and naturally I am quite avers? to indulge myself in discus* 
sions of a matter like this. Still, Sir, a sense of duty towards the 
people of North Bengal has compelled me to table a motion like this. 
Sir, I hope with others here that in the Calcutta Police Bengalis should 
be appointed. But what I wish to urge upon Government is this: that 
in the matter of police appointments due consideration should be given 
to every part of the province. Sir, there is a complaint from the people 
of North Bengal that no appointment has as yet been made in the 
Calcutta Police from among the people of North Bengal, and the House, 
I think, remembers that only two or three days back I put a question to 
this effect and the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Appointment 
Department could not give me a satisfactory answer with regard to th# 
figures and I believe, Sir, that not a single appointment in the Calcutta 
Police has been given to the people of North Bengal. That is a condi- 
tiou of things which ought not to prevail. Hitherto the profctiec has been 
this in matters of appointment : those people who are more vociferous or 
vocal or who are more assertive, they and they alone get appointments. 
In this respect, Sir, North Bengul people have formed themselves into a 
separate class of untouchables. What I mean to say is that they lag 
much behind in asserting their cause and they are less vocal and self- 
assertive than people of any other pari of Bengal, as for example the 
people of Southern and Western Bengal, who, Resides possessing the 
two qualities I have mentioned, have got the advantage bf aristocratic 
backing behind them, which the people of North Bengal unfortunately 
have not. Naturally no appointment has been made as yet in the 
Calcutta Police from among them. I therefore urge upon the Govern- 
ment that due consideration should be given to thw matter and the 
Government must see that appointments are made in the Calcutta Police 
from the North Bengal people. We all know, Sir, that the Calcutta 
Police is maintained from provincial revenues and I do not see any 
reason why no appointment should be made from a certain part of the 
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• I do not think I 
The mover and j|h6i 
-- 1 the proposition' re- 

garding the appointment of sergeants from among Bengalis or from 
those domiciled in Bengal. I agree with the mover so far as the ones- 
tion of providing educated and intelligent young men with these posts 
is concerned, but should we be so parochial as to urge the total excln- 
sion of outsiders if they are otherwise qualified and considered superioi 
physically and in point of merit? You cannot expect that the Bengalis 
will be able to replace the European sergeants in & day. It is only by 
gradual training that they may be expected to take the place of thess 
officers. Sir, the mover has already referred to the 49th Bengali Regi- 
ment which was formed during the Great War and their achievement* 
in the different battle-fields; I need not, therefore, deal with them in 
detail. It is well known that the present unrest in Bengal is due in j 
large measure to unemployment and though unemployment is growing 
apace, nothing has yet been done to solve the problem. This is a r 
opportunity which may be taken advantage of partially to solve th« 
problem. Sir, I might refer to another aspect of the question. Th< 
unemployment problem, as I have already said, is responsible to ai 
appreciable extent for the growth of unrest in Bengal and if young mei 
who are qualified and educated can be absorbed into the police depart 
ment and appointed as sergeants, I think it will go a great way towardi 
easing the present situation, and terrorism and all subversive movement 
will disappear, if we can provide the unemployed Hindu and Muham 
madan youths whose number is not negligible in this province. W< 
are on the eve of momentous political changes. A beginning shouh 
now be made so that when the time comes there may not be any ^iffi 
culty in finding suitable men to carry on the work of sergeanta am 
other responsible police officers. Khan Bahadur Aaixul Haque want 
to know whether or not one would like to have an Ooriya cook in pw 
ference to a Bengali. I may say that the number of Bengali cook 
ia not small in this province, and there is no doubt a preponderance o 
Ooriyas in Calcutta and its vicinity, but in East Bengal we get goo< 
cooks who hail .from Sylhet (Assam), Bakarganj and Dacca districts 
It will thus appear that this service is no longer the exclusive mono 
poly of the Ooriyas. ,My point is that unless opportunities are offered 
we are not likely to get men who have not hitherto been available fo 
auch purposes. There are the University Training Corps in Calcutt 
and Dacca. I had an occasion to pay a visit to the Dacca Univerait 
Training Camp some time last year and it was really gratifying to fin 
the way in which the members of the Corps performed their datta 
They submitted to discipline without demur and were quite happy an 
satisfied with the treatment they received at the hands of the Adjutant 
Trust begets trust/ They were trusted by the Commandant and Hie; 
also trusted him. They were properly looked after and had nothing 
to complain of. They were placed in charge of arms and ammunition 
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need speak at length in supporting thig'mo*Ssn. 
speakers have given cogent reasons in support of 
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And liirded the magaxiuf^ith, care and vigilance. So, I think i! the 
Beijp&s are given the necessary training, the trust will not be ups* 
placed and much of the discontent that now prevails will vanish from 
the land. With these words, I support the motion. 


R«i Bahadur JOCESH CHANDRA SEN: I whole-heartedly sup- 
port the motion. I am sure the Hon’ble Member is now convinced that 
a very strong cdse has been made out and I can guess 
what answer he is going to give us ; he is going to spring a surprise on 
us. I am sure he will accede to our request and will not allow us to go 
to a division. The recommendations of Itai Mahasai are quite reason- 
able and I think that the manhood of this province should not be denied 
this privilege. I should like 1o suggest that this Council should pass 
a resolution at a very early date by which all companies registered in 
Bengal or working in Bengal may be compelled to employ at least 90 
per cent. Bengalis. 


Ktzi EMDADUL HOQUE* I rise to give my whole-hearted support 
to the motions moved by Rai Mahasai and in doing so I must confess 
that I do not understand why the Government should show its unique 
partiality to certain districts in preference to others in the matter of 
recruitment to the Calcutta Police. It cannot be said that qualified 
candidates are not available in these districts. Qualified candidates, 
both amongst the Hindus and Moslems, are plenty. If the Hon'ble 
Member cares to know how many candidates are still unprovided in 
these districts, he can get that information on a reference to the Die* 
trict Magistrates who are occasionally approached by the qualified 
candidates for appointment. Only a short while ago one of the Hon’ble 
Members in the Treasury Bench treated us with a very good sermon 
that we should not make discrimination between prisoners and pri- 
soners, between political prisoners and others in the matter of the 
supply of food. But the sermon should hold good as well in this case. 
Why should Government make discriminatioif between districts and 
districts in the matter of recruitment to the Calcutta Police? Of course 
it may not be known to the candidates when and whom they are to 
approach for these appointments, but if the authorities in charge of 
this department would make inquiries from the district officers when 
filling up the vacancies here then this grievance of these districts will 
be redressed. I, therefore, hope that henceforward the Hen’ble Member 
in charge of*the Appointment Department would make it a point to make 
adequate appointments from the candidates of the northern districts, 
apedally the districts of Rangpur, D ; najpur and Jalpaiguri, 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

The Hon’M* Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, on several occasions 
Government have announced in this House that their policy is to 
employ Bengalis in this province in whatever posts they are fit for. 
That has been announced time and again ; that is our policy and we 
adhere to it. Considering that as the general policy I would like to 
examine how we carry it out in connection with the police. These two 
motions deal with the ranks of inspectors, sub-inspectors, etc., and 
sergeants. Well, let us start at the bottom — the constables. I will 
confine myself generally to the Calcutta Police, because the motions 
deal with that head, but I shall refer on one or two occasions to the 
Bengal Police also. In connection with the constables, Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Basil stated that in August last he raised this question. I find 
that it was raised in August 1932 and on the 19th August there was a 
report to us from the Calcutta Police that there was no objection to 
the enlistment of bhadralokt as constables provided they were physically 
fit and strong enough to undergo the hardships and fatigues of a 
constable’s life. In the Calcutta Police they are perfectly willing to 
enlist all the Bengalis who are fit, and it is not the case that no 
Bengalis are enlisted, because for exumple, if the members will refer 
to paragraph 7 of the last Annual Report of the Calcutta Police, they 
will find that the number of recruits during the year 1931 is as 


follows : — 

Upcountry Hindus ... ... ... 47 

Upcountry Muhammadans ... ... 41 

Bengali Hindus ... ... ... 16 

Bengali Muhammadans ... ... 7 


Every Bengali. who offers himself for recruitment and satisfies the 
requisite qualifications is accepted and there is no attempt to enlist out- 
aide the province because of a desire to refuse the Bengalis. The 
reason for enlisting outside the province ia just as Mr. Dain has said 
in connection with his company that he does not get an adequate 
number of men within the province. If the local people do not come 
forward, you cannot leave the posts vacant. I admit that we have not 
gone as far as has beervproposed by Maulvi Hassan Ali that we should 
allot posts to various districts in the province. It makes no difference 
whether recruits come from East Bengal or Northern Bengal or West 
Bengal nor do we distinguish between district and district, between 
Faridpur, Dinajpur, Rangpur and Jalpaiguri and any other district. 
If they come along and satisfy the qualifications they will be recruited. 
But I would 'Warn you that it is useless to expect that the ordinary 
Bengali at present will stand the hardships of the trainings; a con* 
stable's life is a heavy one. The recruits have to pass through the 
training school and a considerable number do not past through the 
test and are rejected on medical grounds. But the fit Bdhgalf is 
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taken #n without hesitation. Then we come to the rank of assistant 
sub-inspectors or head constables. Practically all of them are 
Bengalis except those who were recruited for the Armed 
Police, and for this Armed Police you want people with certain quali- 
fications. In the case of the Armed Police, a head constable is usually 
promoted from the ranks. In the case of assistant sub-inspectors, 
some persons are promoted from the ranks and some of them are 
recruited direct. But they are practically all Bengalis. In the case 
of sub-inspectors of police, they are partly recruited direct and partly 
by promotion. I think those of you who know the sub-inspectors in 
Calcutta will bear me out that almost all of them are Bengalis, hut we 
have also some up-country sub-inspectors to deal with special classes 
of inhabitants. In a city like Calcutta, where there are various com- 
munities we must have some men to deal with these com- 
munities. The inspectors are all promoted from the rank of sub- 
inspectors or from the rank of sergeants, according to the class of work 
for which an inspector is required. In some of the posts, they are 
recruited from sergeants and in others from sub-inspectors. Most of 
the sub-inspectors being Bengalis, most of the inspectors are also 
Bengalis. The whole object is, as far as possible, to recruit Bengalis. 

Then we come to the question of sergeants. I sympathise entirely 
with the desire for finding employment for Bengalis but I think there 
has been a lack of proportion in dealing with this question. I think 
it was Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji who talked about the 
legion of the unemployed, and said that if we opened the ranks of 
sergeants to Bengalis it would go a great way to deal with this evil. 
But the number of sergeants in Calcutta is 218 permanent and 36 
temporary, that is 2f>4 posts altogether. Sir, I do not fhink that will 
go very far in dealing with the unemployment problem in Bengal. 

. , Then re * ar d« the sergeants, the sergeants are not a new insti- 
tution in Calcutta. There were European police in Calcutta years and 
years back. At the time of the Police Commission, they dealt with 
the matter and pointed out that such men were required. Calcutta U 
not a Bengali city entirely but it is a cosmopolitan city. There are 
a large number of Europeans in it. There is a large ambunt of foreign 
shipping and other traffic that comes in, and the experience of all these 
years has shown that you do require a European force to deal with 
certain aspects of police work in Calcutta. One of the speakers said 
that as soon as there is an Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Police 
Department, he will at once get rid of the European sergeants. I do 
no* mind betting that he will not, and that if he does, he will be sorry. 
Yon have got to realise the fact that this is a cosmopolitan city. 

Mr. SHAMTI •NSKMARESWAR RAY l On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I did not say that he will get rid of all the 
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sergeant*. I said that he will reduce them first of all and then 
employ Bengalis. 

The Hofl’bti Mr. Wk D. R. PRENTICE; I take the member’s 
statement for what it means. As far as I can interpret it, it means 
that in order to relieve unemployment, he will get rid of the non- 
Bengalis ; otherwise I do not see that it i*eans anything at all. It is 
a plain and intelligible proposition. 

Sir, sergeants are required for certain duties and Government does 
not want to have more of this expensive force than is required. From 
my experience in Calcutta, and you who live in Calcutta know it as 
well as I do, I can say that this force is really required, and you have 
got to recognise that it is an essential part of the police force. 

We shall endeavour as far as possible to man the Calcutta Police 
with Bengalis. But, as I have said, in all ranks there is a need for 
a certain leavening, and we shall try to reduce this leavening of all 
ranks if Bengalis who are fitted for thd work come forward. More 
than that I cannot say. 

The two motions of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai were then put and 
lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 3d, 03, 000 under the head “26A — Presidency Police — 
Calcutta Police” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to bribery 
and corruption in traffic management). 

Sir, it is a matter of common knowledge that bribery and corrup- 
tion are rampant among the traffic police. The bus owners cannot ply 
in the streets of Calcutta unless they come to some arrangement with 
them. In rnAst cases, monthly payments are made to them. 
Unless they pay they are sura to he put to all sorts of difficulties. Pro- 
secution after prosecution will follow until they come to terms with 
the police. Most of the Magistrates take the word of the police as 
gospel truth and seldom dare to disbelieve their statements. The 
mult is, whenever a prosecution is started, convictions are almost 
certain and the repetition of prosecutions considerably increases the 
amount of fines. No amount of defence or argument can save the 
poor driver, conductor, or proprietor from the imposition of fines. 
Little discretion is used in these prosecutions. Tha parties, therefore, 
prefer to satisfy the police greed rather than risk hajaU and fines for 
technical or false prosecutions. I have on many occasions seen the 
payment of bribes to traffic police by butwolla* in Chowringhee and 
Howrah station^ If you want to get a license for yonr car or bus or 
taxi or rickshaw or want a driver’s license or a conductor’s license, 
you cannot get them easily unless you pay handsomely to the police. 
Some of the sergeants prefer whisky to cash, q These are all open 
secrets. If you do not pay you will ba put to considerable difficulties 
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'on frivolous pretext®. If you are a bus owner they will find fault 
with your engine or the steering wheel or even with the shatters. 
You will be required to produce your conveyance day after day and 
new defects will crop up each day and sent back for repair. This 
harassment will go on until you agree to satisfy the police by the 
payment of a substantial bribe which will cover a multitude of sins. 

I know of several instances in which the police demanded money 
and on refusal broke open the seal for speed limit and prosecuted bus 
owners on the charga of tampering with the seal. The prosecuted 
owner and driver had to put in an appearance from day to day, give 
bail, engage pleaders and were obliged to spend a good deal of money for 
their defence. The Police Magistrate cannot disbelieve the statement 
of the police and conviction and sentence of heavy fines are inevitable. 
To avoid these persecutions, harassments and botheration and waste 
of money over a bad job, they think it better to come to some monthly 
arrangement or pay bribes as occasions arise to avoid persecutions and 
prosecutions. These are the things of everyday occurrence. The cost 
of the police is ever on the increase; the pay and emoluments are 
rising up by leaps and bounds, but that has not helped to improve 
the morale of the traffic police, nor did it prevent their greed for more 
money by illegal means. 

Formerly there were civilian Magistrates like Mr. Geake who 
would go about dressed like a Bengali Uabu to see for himself bribery 
and corruption that prevailed in the police force but such 
administrators are now few and far between. My Hon'ble friend, 
Mr. Prentice, is a prisoner in his own home with barbed fencing in 
every nook and corner of his residence and he cannot he expected to 
play the role of Haroun al Rashid of old to find out* the correctness 
of the allegations made against the police. Uneasy lies the head that 
wears the official crown. I cannot but sympathise with the Hon’ble 
Home Member in his present predicament. However, I hope he will 
not get ruffled and give rude and discourteous replies when his pet 
children are attacked. It would enhance his reputation as an 
administrator if he can stop bribery' and corruption in the police 
force and improve its morale. • 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEl I am surprised, Sir, 
that my friend the Rai Mahasai has brought in a charge which not only 
did not give us concrete instances but was entirely of a general 
character, and I feel, Sir, that it is not fair to the public Wvice of any 
country if Vague and general statements are utilised in this House 
with a view to discrediting any service, be it traffic police or anything 
else. Sir, ,1 myself move as much in Calcutta as my friend does, and 
T always feel that the bus owners are a positive danger to the Calcutta 
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people because of the speed with which they sometimes go by the side 
of Chowringhee and that the police should be a little more 
vigilant in their control over the bus owners. I honestly feel that the 
Rai Mahasai has done a disservice by not only castigating the traffic 
police but also by his remarks on the judiciary that whenever a case 
goes to a court, it ends in conviction. I feel that the judiciary has not 
yet been brought to such a level as to make no proper investigation of a 
case. I must confess I do not know much about the Calcutta motor 
traffic, but I had an occasion to go to the motor traffic court, and I did 
find that a good deal of time was really taken in investigation if there 
is a real defence on behalf of the bus owner. Sir, I myself always 
prefer — I do not know if Mr. Dain will appreciate it — the old method 
of travelling by tram rather than by the more speedy buses, and I 
think it is the feeling of many in Calcutta and that because of the way 
in which the buses ply on Chowringhee it would be far safer to go by 
this Hurer fashion rather than by more speedy buses introduced in 
Calcutta. 

As regards the charge of bribery and corruption, I think the Rai 
Mahasai would have done well if instead of wasting the time of the 
Council he hud immediately brought this to the notice of the depart- 
mental authorities. Possibly in no country in the world can you 
tackle this problem of bribery if citizens like the Rai Mahasai would 
not take care to report to the proper authorities but wait for this 
House to ventilate it in this manner. To do so is, I submit, a dis- 
credit to the citizens of this town. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: May I have your permission, Sir, to move my 
motion No. 501 at this stage? 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That is entirely a 
different matter. That relates to bribery and corruption in the depart* 
ment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Banerji can move bis motion at this 
ntage. 

c 

Mr. P. BANfcRJI : 1 beg to move that the demand of Rs. 43,08,000 
under the head “26A — Presidency Police” be reduced by Re. 100 (to 
raise a discussion about increased corruption in the department, with 
particular reference to traffic police). 

1 have brought forward this motion in order to raise a discussion 
about corruption* in the Police Department, particularly with reference 
to the traffic police. 'The Rai Mahasai has just referred to the state of 
affairs, I think it should be an eye opener to the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice 
if he really wants to remOve these grievances and if he wants to rise 
higher in the estimation of the people. 



lasap DEMAND FOR GRANT. 4Ti 

•?p ■' 

Ha naturally claims to be a good administrator and therefore ha 
should not have allowed such a state of things to exist. I can say that 
this Corruption is going on even in the front of his own residence at 
the corner of Kyd Street. But my point is not so much with regard to 
the existence of corruption among the traffic police hut that it is on the 
increase and it has increased so much so that it must be checked in no 
time. Khan Bahadur Asistul Haque who is a great champion of the 
traffic police of Calcutta, without having auy experience of the streets 
of Calcutta save wh^n he walks or travels in tram cars when he comes 
to Calcutta in connection with a Council session, has supported them, 
while Munindrp Deb Kai Mahasai who lives in Calcutta and goes about 
the streets of Calcutta and sees what is happening on the streets of 
Calcutta, must indeed be accused of wasting the time of this Council 
by ventilating this thing here! On the contrary the Khan Bahadur 
should be ashamed of having wasted our time by speaking on a matter 
of which he knows nothing. 

The Khan Bahadur has said that instead of bringing such matters 
before the open Council wo should bring them to the notice of tho 
department privately. But Sir so many cases of this nature are daily 
taking place that it is quite impossible to bring each of them to the 
notice of the Hon’ble Member; I have brought them to the notice of 
the Hon ’hie Member on many an occasion and it was up to him to take 
action but he did not do anything. He should have risen equal to the 
occasion and tried to check this corruption. I will now give some 
concrete cases which will convince both the Khan Bahadur and Mr. Dain 
who have supported the Khan Bahadur. The Khan Bahadur has said 
that the tramways system will go on and the bus system should be dis- 
continued. Well, Sir, I have no objection if it goes on; one might also 
like the idea that the aeroplane system will also commence running 
from one end of Calcutta to another soon, but as regards the stopping of 
the bus service it is the business of Govern men I to consider the matter 
and the Khan Bahadur need not trouble his braius over that. Mr. Dain 
has strongly supported the Khan Bahudur but seeing that he knows 
Calcutta better he should not have done so. He knows that even in 
England, in London and other places there is the omnibus system along 
with other methods of transport and it has not yet f been stopped. But 
this much I can say, that until Khan Bahadur Assizul Haque takes charge 
of the portfolio of law and order the bus service will go on, for the 
Hon’ble Mr. Prentice knows his business better than the Khan 
^Bahadur. I therefore submit that this increase of corruption must be 
put a stop to. I can tell you that the buses that play on route No. 5, 
namely, between Howrah and Kalighat, they wait at the* front of the 
Citnon gardens near Whitea way’s for 15 or 20 minutes, which is quite 
contrary to police regulations. This causes great inconvenience to the 
pas s e ngers who have to catch trains at the Howrah station and with 
what result ? On one occasion I was travelling in a bus along with a 
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gentleman who had ladies with him'. The bus ae usual halted at the 
crossing for more than 20 minutes and that gentleman had to take a 
taxi and run to the Howrah station for fear of missing hie train. The 
conductor did not heed his admonition saying that “I do not care; I 
have paid the head constable and he cannot do anything to me.” At 
one time I happened to have occasion to go to Clive Street and took a 
bus and had to wait at that fateful crossing for more than 20 minutes, 
till another bus came. This is invariably done by those buses whoBe 
owners have paid the policemen handsomely and € can challenge the 
Khan Bahadur and the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice or any member of thie 
House to accompany me in the guise of Haroun al Raschid, as was 
suggested in another connection, and I will be able to prove to them to 
what extent corruption is going on in broad daylight at any time of 
the day you like to see. That is the state of affairs so far as the buses 
are concerned. 

Now, Sir, the Khan Bahadur has also suggested that the running of 
buses must be stopped ; that is, his idea is that they should not run in 
streets like Cliowringhee in particular. And why? Because they run 
at great speed. But has the Khan Bahadur cared to inquire into the 
reasons of this fast running? It is because the bus owners have paid 
the policemen handsomely that they are allowed to run so fast along 
Chowringhee, while those that have not paid anything they get sent to 
court if they dare run fast. The Khan Bahadur has said that he was 
present at a street accident trial in the traffic courts and found nothing 
wrong, but as against this we have also the statement made to me by 
another Khan Bahadur, namely, Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin that 
once his driver was fined for nothing. That is the state of affairs in 
the traffic counts. One has got to go there to see what happens when 
cases are called. Before the driver or conductor can make any state- 
ment or put forward any explanation he is fined Its. 20, or Rs. 25, and 
I am prepared to take with me anybody to show how justice is 
administered there. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Mr. Banerji, are you criticising the police or 
the traffic courts? , 

% 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Certainly, Sir, I am criticising the police and 
if I have referred to the traffic courts it has arisen out of the statement 
of the Khan Bahadur that everything was all right there. Certainly 
he was not within his jurisdiction in saying so, because I have personally 
seen the things there — how the police actually have a large hand in the 
traffic courts, and practically decide whether a man should be fined 
Rs. 20 or Rs. 25 oi* *Ra. 30. Therefore I am right in saying that 
corruption has increased to such an extent that they can suggest any 
ftne they like, Therefore my object in moving this motion is to hrbig 
to the notice of the Hon’ble Member that the time has come, especially 



DEMAND FOB 6KANT, 477 

in thsee hard times, for it to be Recked. In these times it is not a 
slight Hung for a driver or a conductor to be fined as much as Bs. 50, 
Be. 75 or even Re. 100 which is not what they can earn in two months 
nowadays. This is with reference to the conniption as regards ibuses, 
Sir. 

Now, I will deal with carts that carry goods in the early parts of 
the morning, that is between 4 and 6 a.m. What happens to them? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will hear Mr. Banerji continuing his 
speech to-morrow ; for I shall have to adjourn the Council now. 

Adjournment. 

The Council waB then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Thursday, the 23rd 
March, 1933, at the Council House, Calcutta, 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Coukcil met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 23rd March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’be Raja Sir julakmatha hath Rat 
Chaudhuei, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 104 nominat- 
ed and elected members. 
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Mr. P. BANERJIS Sir, last night whilst speaking on the increased 
bribery and corruption in the traffic police, Khan Bahadur Axisul 
Haque wanted me to cite some definite instances and concrete cases. 
Sir, last night I was referring to the Route No. 5 Bus and I will give 
the House some concrete cases. Sir, there are about 50 buses in that 
route. The arrangement with the police is that the bus-owners are 
to pay Rs. 26 for every bus per month to the sergeants stationed at 
Howrah station, Rs. 10 to the zamadars and Rs. 5 to the constables. 
Besides, they have got to pay Rs. 2 a day at the junction of Kalighat 
Depfit, Hasra Road and Esplanade and on this side of the Howrah 
Bridge. Thus altogether the bus-owner has to pay Rs. 100 to the 
police per month for every bus as contribution. There are 60 buses in 
this route as I have already said and you may make the calculation 
as to how much the police earn in this route alone. Sir, I have men- 
tioned “increased” corruption in my motion. The police have been 
enjoying for mapy years* this money and now they must impose a sur- 
charge. This is how they do it. There are little urchins in street 
corners who make these collections for the police. If my friend Khan 
Bahadur Awiul Haque or the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice or anybody else 
will come with me, I will prove all these things. Well, these urchins 
sometimes stop the buses and will realise the money on behalf of the 
traffic police and then let the bus go. Everybody travelling in buses 
knows all about this. The passengers are detained for nothing. At the 
same time there are particular offences for which these bus-owners are 
punished, vis., (1) excess passengers, (2) excess speed and (3) excess 
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«topp«*e*. Sir, I find no reason why the proprietor or the driver should 
be punished for excess passengers. Motor-cars are not drawn by 
animals; so it would not be an act of cruelty to animals. The traffic 
police constable asks if there are excess passengers and if there are, 
4 annas is paid to the constable and the bus is allowed to go Then 
about the excess speed for which a fine of Rs. 25 is imposed on the 
report of the traffic police. Sir, if the governor of a bus is sealed, then 
it can only run up to a certain speed, but it has been found that after a 
governor was sealed, the bus was fined the very next day for excess 
speed. My point is Vhen you Beal the governor, you cannot fine a bus 
for exceeding the speed limit. As regards the excess stoppage, I find 
that a bus is fined even for a stoppage of IT or 20 minutes. The reason 
may be that the engine has been dislocated or refuses to start and over 
that the driver has no control, yet he is fined. For all these offences, 
the number is taken and a report goes to the traffic police and the bus- 
owner is fined. I was referring yesterday to Khan Bahadur Momin’s 
case. He himself appeared as a witness, but his statement that his 
driver was not on the wrong side of the road was not believed and the 
driver was fined Rs. 5. (Hear, Hear). The constable’s statement was 
accepted as against the Khan Bahadur’s. That is the position. 

All these things do encouruge the constables to accept the bribes. 
That is my point. I would ask the Hon’ble Member to kindly inquire 
into the matter and see for himself whether there is such u deplorable 
state of corruption in the traffic- police or not. The traffic police should 
» not be allowed to earn extra money in this way — handsome money too — 
and this nobody can dispute that the police have got a well-paid staff. 
Our grievance is that in broad day light in the streets of Calcutta with 
responsible members of Government passing along this regrettable state 
of things is going on without the least impunity. Therefore this sort 
of things must be put a stop to at once. There is another grievance. 
Supposing the tail light is out of order. The driver is not aware of it. 
The tail light number is taken once at Bhowaaipur, once at Esplanade 
and once at Sham bazar and for that same offence he is summoned in 
three courts : Bankshall Court, the Northern Court and the Alipore 
Court. Therefore, I would suggest that there should he a central 
traffic court with a Barrister Judge presiding oeer it and who will not 
be dictated to by the police. If this is done, all these grievances will 
at once be removed and the traffic police will not have everything their 
own way. 

I was mentioning “ increased ,r corruption. There are pan and Inti 
shops at every street corner or near the bus-stops. When a bus stops 
there, the bus-driver has to treat a constable on duty there with cold 
drink and if he refuses to do that, his number is taken and he is charg- 
ed with some offence. Then the traffic constable may have a friend of 
hie * a deiwa fc— and he asks the huadriver to give him a hm ride up 



to ft cerifrin destination, sdtf Shambasar. II the driver lofusep* than 
KfApimbey is taken ahd he is put to trouble. Tbatgs the present posi- 
ta^ito-day. Therefore, I submit that the Hon’ble Member should 
make inquiries into the stftte of affairs in order to put a stop to bribery 
and corruption specially in the traffic branch of the police. The only 
way to do it, I would suggest, is by starting a central court for the 
trial of all motor offences. 


Rti Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: After hearing 
Mr. P. Banerji I am tempted to say a few words. Sir, I live in 
Calcutta, as my friends know, in a portion of the city and where under* 
neath my nose I see the traffic police working. I may say that I 
observe them work almost 24 hours of the day and for days and months 
together. That has led me to think that during the last few year# 
there has been a noticeable improvement in the work of the traffic 
police. 1 cannot endorse what nas fallen from Mr. P. Banerji that 
there is increased corruption in the traffic police. On the other hand, 

I am led to believe that during the last few years there have been a 
marked improvement in the work of the traffic police. By saying so I 
do not for a moment suggest that the traffic police is beyond corruption 
or that there is no corruption among them. Sir, I took some interest 
in this matter during the time of Sir Charles Tegart and I had occasion 
to find that large amount of corruption was prevailing at the time in 
the city. I have some experience in this connection. I know that 
corruption was rampant amongst them at one time. But during the 
last few years there has been improvement in the conduct of the 
traffic police. (A voice: You will get a knighthood in no time for 
this.) I do not know about my getting a knighthood or not, but truth 
is truth and it must be told without the least reservation. It is no use 
exaggerating things in order to give vent to one’s own propensities. I 
may tell the House at once that I have also some experience of the 
vagaries of the bus-drivers. My friend suggested that bus-drivers 
should UOt be punished for increased speed. May I inquire from *»y 
friend whether ue knows — as every one in Calcutta knows— that these 
bus-drivers abuse their privilege and drive at a furious speed running 
parallel to each other? I! my friend would come to my place at the 
busy hours of the day, he would see that these bus-drivers have made 
these street comers a sort of pandemonium. He will often find two or 
three buses running parallel at a tremendous speed. It may be that 
the speed is the maximum speed. But am I to understand from 
Mr. Banerji th%t a driver must work at his maximum speed always? 
The maximum Speed should only be used when there is no obstruction 
in the front and in ltder to avoid an obstruction. It does not foHow 
that because a car has got a speed of 30 miles an hour it should always 
be run at that speed. I fear, my Mend does not understand th«w 
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thing*. I have been driving my own car ior the la*f 16 |A»«. 
(Mr. I*. Banerji:*! have been too.) Then you ought to &*ye that 
experience. Supposing the speed limit is 25 miles per hour, but if 
everybody drives at that speed, then Calcutta will be converted into 
a regular hell. 

Then, Sir, about buses stopping at street corners. Who does not 
know that bus-drivers abuse their privilege in regard to this matter 
too? It is a well-known fact to those who ride in buses that the bus- 
drivers make longed stops than they are permitted in order to have 
more passengers. Sir, my dispensary is at the corner of College 
Street and Harrison Hoad and I see these things taking place very often. 
Sir, my friend has asked us to accompany him bo that he may prove 
his case. I would also ask him to come and see for himself what I see 
•very day. If he cares to come at the Harrison Itoad corner between 
the hours of 7 and 10 o’clock at night, he will see that ubout three 
buses are waiting in a corner for passengers and a fourth bus at the 
other corner for the same purpose. What the traffic police does with 
the buses, I do not know. I do not for a moment suggest that there 
is no corruption in the traffic police. I have seen corruption and the 
Hott’ble Mr. Prentice also may have cognizance of that. But then 
what department is there without corruption? In our own household 
we cannot manuge our own servants and there is corruption. If my 
friends do not recognise facts around them, there is no help. The 
difficulty is that they want to live in the ideal world. 

Then, Sir, about the bus-drivers b£ng fined and so on; there also 
I have some experience. My friend has suggested a barrister for a 
central motor court and so on. By insinuation he makes a reflection 
upon the Presidency Magistracy (A voice: Honorary •Magistrate*)— 
not Honorary Magistrates in whose group I have the misfortune to 
belong, but upon the stipendiary Magistrates. I do not stand here to 
defend them. But I cannot really understand why there should be 
such indiscriminate remarks about them. Sir, if you think that u 
stipendary Magistrate who sends men to jail is doing his work properly,, 
then why should my friends think that one of these stipendary Magis- 
trates boldiug the same position should turn into a devil as *oon a* he 
presides over the motor court? In that view of the case, they are all 
devils from the Hon’ble Mr. Sinha to the honorary Magistrates. Then 
why should my friends single out motor courts? I have known that 
every attempt is made by the Magistrate* of the motor court there to 
mete out justice. Now, what about these bus-drivers? Are not many 
of them the riff-raffs of our society? (Mr. P. Baswui: A* respectable 
at many ol us are.) I do not say that all of them are bad; but a 
society is known by the conduct of the majority. The majority are men 
who do not deserve much sympathy from Mr. Baneni. If my friend 
had talked of oppression by the police, I might have aided with him. 

31 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


M2 


[23rd Mri 


Bbt when be says increased corruption and increased oppression, I mu 
join issue with him. 


Rtvtrend B. A, NAGS Sir, I have listened to Mr. Bauerji’s spee< 
with a certain amount of mixed feelings — feelings of sadness and fei 
ingn of indignation. If Mr. Banerji’s statement is absolutely correc 
it is very sad that there should be so many policemen who are beii 
corrupted or who are yielding to corruption. On the other hand, 
have been feeling indignant that there are so many people in the cil 
of Calcutta ready to bribe these policemen. My indignation grew wh< 
I listened to Mr. Banerji’s detailed accounts. I have asked myself tl 
question if a responsible citizen of Calcutta knew the facts, if they wei 
facts, in such detail as Mr. Banerji has related to this Council", whethc 
he would not consider himself morally responsible to prosecute thoi 
men who, he said, had offered bribes. At least that is the duty < 
every citizen. I do not know what Mr. Banerji has done to bring t 
court all these men who have bribed to his knowledge the policemen 
The only thing he has done is to bring certain accusations and allega 
tions here. The matter is not as quite simple as he seems to think 
(Mr. 1\ Banerji : Did you bring any case about solicitation in Iron 
of Whiteaway Laidlaw’s?) The case is not quite similar. I did no 
possess such details as Mr. Banerji seems to do. We consider ourselve 
the leaders of society and if to our knowledge young inen go on offerini 
bribes to the policemen and we do not do anything, we simply encourag 
those men to become immoral or unlawful in their conduct. 

As to the courts, my friend ltai Bahadur Ilaridhau Dutt has give! 
a proper answer, but I would like to state further that the men wh< 
preside over tlie courts are men who are equally honourable as ourselve 
— very much better I am prepared to say and to attribute to then 
partiality or injustice is to say something against ourselves. Mr. 
Banerji referred to the Presidency Magistrates and he wanted a Barns 
ter Magistrate. 1 could not think of anything more lowering of th< 
capacity of the class to which he and I and everybody here belong. (A 
voice: Not everybody.) Probably the question has been asked rightly 
but I would bg prepaiW to say that they are all honourablei men. 1 
cannot certainly support the motion in these circumstances until Mr 
Banerji and his friends are prepared to start a public agitation againsl 
the men who offer bribes. I personally am not prepared to give anj 
importance whatsoever to complaints against policemen. Mr. Banerji 
is as much responsible for these things as the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice ia. 
Mr, Prentic£ represents the Government side and Mr. Banerji and we 
all represent the people’s side. Mr. Prentice may well defend the 
policemen ; but we are guardians of the jieople and it is for us to agitate 
so that our people may not so demoralise themselves as to offer bribes 
to ibe policemen. With these words I oppose the motion. 
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llflMvi ABUL KASEM: Mr. President, Sir, I was a little amused 
at the speeches that were delivered on this subject this afternoon. I 
never thought that Mr. Banerji, when he moved this resolution, waa 
very serious in his statements against the police and I was surpris- 
ed that Rai Bahadur Haridhan I)utt should have taken him so serious- 
ly as to answer him categorically both Jhna personal experience and 
also from knowledge otherwise gained. Nobody can deny that there 
is some amount of corruption in the police force; but that is neither 
peculiar to this country nor to the Police Department alone. There is 
corruption in even' walk of life, and so far as I am concerned, I think 
it does not lie in my mouth as a member of this Council to talk of cor- 
ruption. Sir, since the inauguration of this Council in 1921, whether 
we admit it or not, corruption has been in force in this Council 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will not allow you to commit suicide iu this 
House 1 take serious objection to what you have said. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: I bow down to your ruling; but 1 thought 
everybody knew it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: But I submit. Sir, that to choose the traffic 
police of Calcutta for special subject of attack is not fair. The traffic 
police carry out their work under very difficult circumstances and they 
are sometimes put to serious trouble. Once 1 bad a talk with Sir 
Charles Tegart, who brought certain people from England to train up 
the traffic police. I said, “don’t you think it would be more economical 
to bring some constables from the London Police, because in a city like 
London where traffic is so heavy one constable deals with traffic more 
efficiently than half a dozen men here?” He replied, “ your sugges- 
tion is no doubt good, but it is impracticable, because the citizens of 
London are very law-abiding and the raising of a finger will make all 
.traffic stop in a moment, whereas in Calcutta it will require physical 
force to do so.” Why are our public services corrupt? Because we 
people want to gain advantage over others apd that by underhand 
means, and, therefore, temptation is thrown in the way of the officers 
and sometimes they succumb to these temptations. The proper thing 
will be if we people decide to ostracise those who offer bribes, because 
offering bribes iR much an offence as receiving bribes. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, I capnot say that 
I support Mr. Banerji in all bis sweeping allegations, but at the same 
time I do not think that there is any member of this House who can 
honestly sav that there is not a great deal of corruption. With that 
mass of corruption before us what is the attitude we should take up 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


484 


[23rd Mil, 


towards the problem ? I know it is a very difficult problem to deal with. 
I know it is very largely due to the character of our people. But that, 
1 submit, is no excuse for our adopting a Pecksniffian attitude such as 
Mr. Nag has shown, towards this problem. We are here not concerned 
with the character of the people. You cannot improve the character 
of the people by any act of the legislature or by any] administrative 
ac tions which Mr. Prentice nRy take. That is altogether irrelevant. 
But can we not attack the problem from the other side and show all the 
vigour and enthusiasm that we ought to show for the purpose of eradi- 
cating this evilP That is the question at issue, ft will not do to sim- 
ply rise and pretend to express your supreme moral indignation against 
all these things and to pretend that there are no such things in the 
world : that they are all in your imagination. You have got to face 
facts and you know that there are considerable abuses. If there is 
nothing more to be done than what we are doing, then we ought to 
acknowledge it — not with any pride but with the utmost humiliation. 
But if there is something else to be done, we must take every step pos- 
sible to find out the means’ for doing away with this evil. That is the 
attitude with which this problem should be tackled. We do not im- 
prove matters by attacking each other. When a man has the hardihood 
to bring a matter like this before the House, then you will not improve 
matters by simply attacking his moral fibre and moral character in not 
rising up and offering himself us a sacrifice. I hope that this Council 
will approach this question, which is a wider question as ray friend 
Munindra Deb R«i Maliasai has said, with that care it requires, and 
should recognise that this is an evil which has got to he faced and 
eradicated. 


Mr. ft. N. REID: Mr. President, Sir, the hon’ble member whose 
motion initiated this discussion exhorted the Hon’ble Members of Gov- 
ernment to adopt the method of the famous Harun-al Rashid and go 
about in disguise to discover the extent of the corruption. It seemed 
to me when I listened to Rai Mahasai’s speech why he did not adopt 
that method Of investigation himself. The vagueness of his allegations 
made this clear. But would it not be a good thing for the Rai M&hasai 
to adopt the method of £he Caliph and go about in disguise himself and 
then tell us the results ? I think he will not find any difficulty in 
thinking out some suitable disguise: he might select the garb of a 
frontier Pathan, or be might appear in the streets of Calcutta as a 
Tibetan come to see the sights of Calcutta, or perhaps a Chota Nagpur 
oooly in his simple home spun with a red necklace round his neck and 
a bow and arrow in his hands. Then on some dreary afternoon we 
would be enlivened by the Rai M&hasai ’s adventures. This matter of 
corruption, however, Is not one which Government wants to treat light- 
ly. The superior officers of the police regard it seriously and I do not 
think that any officer of the police who is caught out in taking bribes 



lHSMJLNU UOK UKANTS. 


486 


n»g.j 

would receive any sort of mercy, he is dismissed without the smallest 
hesitation. That corruption does exist it would be foolish to deny. 
The extent of the corruption, as it appears from the speeches of to-day, 
is a matter of opinion. Some say that it is worse than before; the Rai 
Bahadur says that it is better than before. Anyhow, the Government 
regards it with the utmost aversion and its officers have very definite 
instructions to deal with it very seriously whenever it occurs, but as 
one member has pointed out, the remedy lies with the public them- 
selves. If the publie are not prepared to take the trouble because they 
do not wish to have the harassment or difficulty they may be put. to in 
bringing such matters to the notice of the superior officers, if for these 
reasons they give money, they are to blame themselves. Mr. Banerji’s 
speech was very much of the kind of which we have too frequent experi- 
ence. He made a great show of giving specific instances, but they 
amount to very little when we come to analyse them. It reminded 
me very much of the stuff he treated us to not so very long ago when he 
spoke about the atrocities in Midnuj>ore allegations which he never 
attempted to substantiate outside the House. I tried to get from him 
the details about four months ago so that we could make inquiries, but 
I never received them. He said very much the Rame sort of thing and 
it was astounding to me — — 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I have got the whole correspondence with me 
and I can prove them. I contradict him, Sir. 

Mr. R. N. REID: I was saying, Sir, that it was astounding to me 
that a gentleman, a member of this House, was able to come to this 
House and make a speech dealing with all these 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a j>oin< of order, Sir. 
Will you allow us to discuss the correspondence on that subject ? 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: I do not like that that matter should be brought 
in. Mr. Reid ueed not labour that point. 

Mr. R. N. REID: I was referring to Mr. Banerji’s remarks in con- 
nection with the traffic police. I understand *hi\t the subject under 
discussion is traffic police. My point was this that it was apparent 
from Mr. Banerji's speech that he had a fairly intimate acquaintance 
at any rate with one aspect of traffic in Calcutta, that is to say, the bus 
traffic, and he gave us to understand tbat he bad also a very intimate 
knowledge of the way in which the police exercise undue influence with 
a view to lining their pocket* on that particular kind of tAffic, and the 
point I washing to make was that it was astounding to me that a 
gentleman who knows so much about abuses and corruption has never 
yet attempted to bring any of the receivers of bribes to court or to com- 
plain to the superior officers or to ventilate it in any other way until he 
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comes here and makes a speech. I do not say that there is no truth in 
what he says ; far from it ; but I say that it does not help towards the 
elimination of the corruption to leave the matter until it is brought to 
the floor of this House. As I said before, Sir, Government is alivd to 
the evil of corruption. That it goes on we know, but we do believe that 
it is not as bad as it used to be. With this assurance I think these 
motions should be rejected. 

The motions of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai and Mr. P. Banerji 
were then put and lost. • 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 33,63,000 under the head “26A Presidency Police Calcutta 
Police" be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss unrestricted gambling in the 
carnivals). Sir, last year at about this time a similar motion was car- 
ried in this House. But what has been the result? Gambling is going 
on in the carnivals as merrily as ever. The Corporation of Calcutta 
raised its voice against license being freely given by the police, but it 
appears to have little effect. The people are in dire distress. They 
cannot make two ends meet. The less the money, the greater is the 
desire to get money by gambling and wagering. They stake their little 
earning to heroine richer when they get into the carnivals attracted like 
inserts by dazzling lights, but the\ come out poorer with empty poeltfts 
than when they went in. This is a matter of daily occurrence. Recent- 
ly the number of carnivals shows have decreased in the city, but they 
arc on the increase in urban areas. Some of the carnivals have become 
perfect nuisances Anglo-Indian dancing girls have been introduced in 
some of them to attract people to the carnivals where gambling goes on 
in full swing. r The police are very liberal in the issue of licenses to 
these gamblers. The reason is not far to seek. The less said, the 
better. The ever-increasing cost on the police is, I think, not sufficient 
to satisfy their greed for money. The more, the merrier. Will not 
the Hon" hie Mr. Prentice, the police chief, restrain the greed of his pet 
children by putting a stop to the issue of further licenses and save the 
people from being ruined morally and financially? 

With these few woijds, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
this House. • 

R«i Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdl: As an occasional 
visitor to this great city, I can say from my personal experience and 
knowledge that the nuisauoe complained of by Rai Mahasai is a real 
one. It appears that the evil is growing apace and in recent times it 
has assumed such proportions as to call for immediate action on the 
part of Government. The question, therefore, is one that should not 
be treated lightly and measures must be adopted to check the evil at 
a very early date. These carnivals are a source of great attraction to 
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' tlie younger section of the people. The open and unreatricted «hibi- 
. t»ou of dancing girls produces a bad effert in the minds of our young 
• men and I hope the Hon hie Member will kindly take note of it aud 
tab! steps to stop the immoral shows which form an integral part of 
the*© carnivals. 

With these words, I support the motion. 

The Hon’hte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; I am well aware that this 
question of gambling in carnivals is one in which the Council takes a 
considerable interest. We bad a discussion on it last year and I 
explained to the Council the state of affairs then. I promised then 
that we would consider the question as to how we could further check 
it. From the executive point of view we issued orders to the jM>liee in 
Calcutta and the mufatnal to do all that they could to put a stop to it, 
and as far as I am aware, these orders have lieen carried out. The 
Kfti Mahasai, imitating Mr. P. Huneiji, made the usual general accusa- 
tion that the police are corrupt and doing nothing. He also referred 
to the remark of the Calcutta Corporation that the Commissioner of 
Police did not support the Corporation in their efforts to put down 
gambling. As I said iu answer to a question on this subject, we have 
asked the Calcutta Corporation to state the occasions upon which the 
(. ommissioner of Police had refused to assist them, and so far we have 
not had any reply. The Commissioner of Police states that on no 
o( fusion on which the assistance ot the police has been asked for, has 
it been refused. And until the Corporation can state the incidents to 
which they referred, it is impossible for Government to make any 
further inquiries. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: May I ash whether any 
ooiresjiondence passed 1 etw'een the Commissioner of Police and the 
Chief Executive Officer ? 

The Hoifble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; I urn not awaie. We 
wrote to the Calcutta Corporation und asked them to state the farts; 
Government have received no reply, and until they reply, we can do 
nothing. # 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT; My information from the 
Chief Executive Officer is altogether different. 

Tht Hon’bfe Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; If the Chief Executive 
Officer will answer the Government letter, we will go into the matter. 

On the general question we consulted the Commissioners of Divi- 
sions and the Commissioner of Police regarding the necessity for legis- 
lation, and what their proposals were. We have got certain proposals 
which are under examination. But the matter is very difficult. After 
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all, what i* gambit^? While we were considering this, there wai a 
decision in the High Court which declared that the game in whioh 
probably more money is lost than in anything else, is not an offence, 
it is not gambling. So we have obviously to try and invest a defini- 
tion which will prevent that game being played. From another point, 
of view, there was also a decision in the High Court that upheld the 
view that the Corporation had power to license carnivals and to refuse 
licenses. That means that whatever legislation we bring forward, has 
got to have regard to the powers of the Corporation. Well, there is 
also the consideration that we have got to legislate not only for Cal- 
cutta, but also for Howrah, and the rest of the mufassal . There are 
two Police Acts for Calcutta, there is the Howrah Act and there is other 
legislation, such as the Gambling Act which is affected. We have five 
Acts in all which have to be amended, and the length we have gone is 
that a draft has been prepared for amending these Acts, and the file 
has been sent to the legislative Department in order that we might 
have a consolidated Act to deal with the whole question. Government 
have taken this matter up, and I am hopeful that we shall be able to 
introduce a Bill next session to (leal with what admittedly is a scandal, 
with which we cannot adequately deal under the present law. 

In view of this statement, I hope the mover will withdraw his 
motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Muhasai was then, by leave of 
the House, withdrawn. 

Htji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. .33,63,000 under the head “26A — Presidency Police” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to increase the number of Mussalman officers in 
the department). 

The member spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. The fol- 
lowing is a translation of his speech: — 

V 

“Sir, in moving a token cut of Rs. 100 from the demand of 
Re. 33,66,000 under the head ’Police' I urge an increase in the number 
of Moslem officers in the Police Department. Their number is very 
few in all the ( hranchek of thi<* department — from the highest to 4he 
lowest. In certain ranks there are no Moslems at all. 

Moslems constitute the major part of Bengal’s population. Should 
not Government grant equal rights of appointment to all castes, in 
proportion to population? 

A review pf n list giving the number of posts in the Police 
ment and also of officers, distributed according to creed, will convince 
yon that so long Government have done injustice to Moslems. Some 
of you may be offended at this. But the truth, though harsh, to the 
ear, is not really offensive. For, so long, the Hindus h%*e enjbyed a 
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moXipoly to the deprivation of Moslems. What ff the harm, if they 
are now given their rights? 

*1 Bow read out the list. Please note the numbers. 

(1) Inspector-General of Police — 1: European. 

(2) Deputy Inspector-General of Police— fi: European — 5, Hindu— 

1, Moslem — Nil. 

(3) Superintendent of Police — 52: European— 4f>, Hindu — 4, 

Moslem— £. 

(4) Officiating Superintendent of Police — 20: European — 10, 

Hindu — 7, Moslem — 3. 

- ** (5) Assistant Superintendent of Police— 39: European — 21 r 
* * Hindu — 10, Moslem— 8. 

(C) Deputy Superintendent of Police — 25: European— 2, Hindu- 

17. Moslem — 6. 

(7) Officiating Deputy Superintendent of Police— 25 : European — 1, 

Hindu— 22, Moslem — 2. 

(8) Inspector of Police— 255 : European— 29, Hindu — 195, 

Moslem — 31. 

(9) Commissioner of Police, Calcutta — 1: European. 

(10) Deputy Commissioner of Police — 7: European — 6, Hindu — 1, 

Moslem — Nil. 

(11) Assistant Commissioner of Police — 9: European— 3, Hindu— 6, 

Moslem — 1. 

Besides this, the number of Moslem officers in the Criminal Investi* 
gatkm Department also is very limited. In loner rank*, i.e., sub- 
inspector of police, assistant sub-inspector of police Bod constable, 
Moslem employees are few. 

In these circumstances, Government should suspend recruitment 
^jirom other communities so long as the number of Moslem officers do 
not come up to their proportion of the population. 1 hope that the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police will take the necessary steps 
for this purpose. I hope also that other members nill support my 
req^tation in the interests of justice,' ’ * • , 

Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-R AMMAN: I rise to support the motion 
just moved by my friend Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury. Let us 
analyse the expenditure under the head “Presidency Police" better 
known as the Calcutta Police and find out what proportion the Mussal- 
wan| ar*. getting out of it in the shape of appointment From the 
annual report of the Police Administration of the town of Calcutta and 
its suburb# for the year 1931 it appears that there were 8 Deputy Com- 
mtssioners, but no Mussalman officer was ever appointed to this post. 
There V*re 10 Assistant Commissioners and only one of them was a 
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Muhammadan. Further, there were 66 inspectors of whom only 8 were 
Mussulmans and there were 111 sub-inspectors of whom only 32 were 
Mussalmans. In the rank of non-gasetted officers the proportion of 
Hindus and Mussalmans was 70-48 and 23:82 per cent., respectively. 
Coming to the rank of assistant sub-inspectors, head constables and 
constables together, we find the proportion of Hindus and Mussalmans 
75-61 and 24:38 per cent., respectively. I have given the figures for 
the year 1931, but I am sure the position has not changed very much 
ever since. The other day I put questions to the # Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department as to the number of promotions of 
Assistant sub-inspectors to the rank of sub-inspectors and literate con- 
stables to the rank of assistant sub-inspectors in the Calcutta Police 
since 1930. The Hon’ble Member replied that the number of assistant 
sub-inspectors promoted was 5 and all of whom were Hindus and as- to 
the number of literate constables promoted, 16 were Hindus and 7 
Mussalmans. So from the figures given it appears that Mussalmans 
are not getting their legitimate share of appointments in the Calcutta 
Police in its different branches. 

Nowadays there is no dearth of qualified Mussalman candidates for 
the Calcutta Police. 1 hope the Hon'ble Member will very kindly 
issue instructions to all the recruiting authorities of the different 
branches of the Calcutta Police to consider the claim of qualified 
Mussalman candidates when future appointments are made and thd' 
question of promotions is considered. In conclusion, I would like to 
point out that, it is a cry among some of my friends of other com- 
munities that (Government appointments are being lavishly given to 
Mussalmans. Such talk is based on mere assumption and not on facts 
and figures. Although a few appointments are being now given to 
Mussalmans in (Government services, their proportion on the whole is 
still in a negligible minority. 


TN Hon’Mt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The mover of this motion 
and Mr. Rahman have taken figures which relate to Calcutta and 
Bengal, but I propose Jo confine nmelf to the figures of the Calcutta 
Police. I admit perfectly frankly that the position regarding the 
meat of Muhammadans in the Calrutta Police is not satisfactory. ©mre 
is not the increase in their numbers that we would like to see. * The 
figures that the last speaker gave are practically correct. I have got 
the figures for 1932 and the number of inspectors is up by 1, the number 
of sub-inspector* is up by 2, the number of constables is up by 47, so 
that there is a beginning at the bottom in getting more Mu h a mm adans 
into the Calcutta Police. But I frankly admit that the rate of iderease 
in the employment of Muhammadans is not the number that Govern 
meut would like to see. v 
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Ilf. P. N. CUHA: Why not? 

Tl » HOffbto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Why, I ain not myself very 
certain about that. What it really comes to is this. You have got 
a principle governing promotion, that is that promotion goes on merit 
alone, and that principle is being followed. Personally I am being 
driven to the view that too much stress is being laid on merit at the 
bottom stage. For admittedK in the case of promotions from the rank 
of constable to assistant sub-inspectors, there are qualified Muham- 
madans, but the claims of others have leen preferred because their 
merits were higher. I told the Council some time ago, I think it was 
in answer to a question, or it may have been in a discussion on one of 
the previous resolutions, that Government were considering generally 
this question of the appointment of Muhammadans to the various 
services, and I can assure you that the material is accumulating. 
Government are not blind to the fact that the Muhammadans do have a 
justifiable claim to a greater proportion of the appointments, lmt at the 
moment it is very difficult to devise principles which can be applied 
generally. I would only ask the inoveis of the resolutions to aceepi 
my statement that the matter is under the vpiy serious consideration of 
Government, that we have every sympathy with the desire of the 
Muhammadans for a larger share of the appointments in the Calcutta 
Police, and that we aie doing all we can to right what we admit at 
present is not a satisfactory state of affairs. On the basis of that under- 
taking I would ask the mover to withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhurv was then, by leave of 
the House, withdrawn. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move dial the demand 
of Rs. 36,000 under the head “26A — Presidency Police- — Port Police — 
Pay of sergeants*' he reduced by B«. 100 (to raise a discussion for 
Bengaliaing the Port Police establishment!. 

The reasons which I advanced in support of a similar motion yester- 
day apply equally to the motion under discussion. In the matter of 
appointments of sergeants in the Port Police pi^ference should be given 
to ^Bengalees. Given the opportunity, the Bengalees* are capable of 
shoeing their worth in all walks of life — however strenuous and difficult 
they may be. They have given abundant proof of their courage and 
bravery, their grit and determination in the field of battle. The 
danger of the battle field had no terrors for them. They faced starva- 
tion and death to glorify their King and country. Th# work of the 
sergeants in a peaceful country is not associated with constant dangers 
and tribulations as are incidental in the war sone. I can assure the 
Home Member that if these appointments are made from among 
Bengalese, the experiment is sure to be crowned with success. Be sincere 
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and make an honest attempt to encourage the children of the Boil to 
accept these poets and suitable men will not be wanting to fill up the 
vacancies when they occur. The times have changed. The young men 
of the bhadralok class have realised the dignity of labour. I have seen 
graduates earning their living by the sale of newspapers. Brahmins 
and other high castes do not feel any scruple to work in the tanneries. 
The pay and allowance of sergeants are high enough to attract suitable 
Bengalees. There would be no dearth of candidates. Pray, make the 
experiment and success is certain. « 

Sir, in reply to a similar motion of mine yesterday the Hon’ble 
Mr. Prentice told us that Calcutta being n cosmopolitan city, they had 
got to recognise that European sergeants were an essential part of the 
Calcutta Police. But I think this contention had no applicability with 
regard to the appointment of European sergeants in the Port Police. 
Moreover, I ain not asking for their wholesale discharge. I want 
Government to make an experiment when any vacancy occurred by the 
appointment of suitable Bengalees and to give them a fair trial after 
they are given the necessary training. Yesterday Mr. Prentice did not 
give us any indication of his desire to make an experiment by the 
appointment of Bengalees as sergeants when any vacancy will occur. 
He wants to keep the post of sergeants as a close preserve for Europeans 
in which Bengalees will have no admission even if they are qualified 
for it. This sort of monopoly in the service raises an unpleasant racial 
question which I do not want to discuss here. But, at the same time 
I should be foiling in ray duty as a popular representative if I do not 
raise my voice against such unfair racial discrimination in matters of 
appointment in the public service. I vehemently protest against this 
iniquitous treatment with regard to the children of the soil. 

Calcutta is the metropolis of Bengal and is essentially and prac- 
tically a Bengalee city. Its extensive trade and commerce may have 
attracted other people to settle here — my Marwari friends have settled 
here for the sake of business, but that has not made them cease their 
connection with Merwnr. During the last European War when Emden 
appeared in the Bay of Bengal and an attack on Calcutta like Madras 
was apprehended, a large number of Marwaris left for their homeland 
with their families and valuables for the sake of their safety. The 
European merchants are birds of passage — they are not regular settlers 

they hoard money and when their bank balances reach a decent 

figure, they leave this country for good; the Punjabis and other up- 
country men live in Calcutta for earning-money— they keep close con- 
nection with* tfieir homeland like the Marwaris — the Chinese shoe- 
makers are also here for the sake of money. Bengal is the happy 
hunting ground for all excepting the real children of the soil. 
Because some people other than the Bengalees live here, Mr. Prentice 
wants to make out a case for the appointment of European sergeants 
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to dwt exclusion of the people of the country. I should like to ask 
Mr* l^rentice one question. If various nationalities live in London for 
business, would he like to reserve a section of the police for a different 
nationality — say, French, German or Russian. This very idea, I 
believe, would be repugnant to him. But here he would look at thing* 
with a jaundiced eye. His arguments are fallacious and have failed 
to . convince us about the propriety of reserving these posts for 
Europeans. 

Fray do not trample under foot the Queen’s Proclamation— the 
Magna Charts of our rights and liberties— by making unfair racial 
discrimination for entrance iuto the public services of the country. 
Do you want to treat it as a scrap of paper? In concluding my remarks 
I think I am justified in quoting a few lines from the Queen’s Pro- 
clamation which has been subsequently reiterated by her successors, 
which reads thus: — 

“And it is our further will that, so far as may Im\ our subject*, of? 
whatever race or creed, he freely and impartially admitted to offices in 
our service the duties of which they may he qualified by their educa- 
tion, ability, and integrity duly to discharge.” 

Mr. Prentice as a servant of the Crown should have faithfully 
carried out the Royal wishes conveyed through the Proclamation. It 
would be doing a positive disservice to Royalty to ignore and art con- 
tiar.v to Royal pledge* by making unfair racial discriminations in 
appointments to the public sendees of Bengal. There is not a word in 
the Royal Proclamation to muke differential treatment in the matter 
of appointments or to create monopolies of certain services for the white 
people to look after the administration of <o*mopolitan cities. In 
Madras and Colombo there are commercial houses, belonging to 
Europeans and other nationalities, but there has not arisen any cause 
for the appointment of white sergeants in those cities and I fail to 
understand why an exception should be made in the cane of Calcutta. 
Do you consider us to be minors or so many fools to be liefooled by' 
mere jugglery ot words and phrases? We had enough of such things. 
Although your term of service is about to terminate, you are yet to 
learn the A. B. C. of administration of an |lien people. You can 
befool us once or twice but not always. * • 

Mr. ftHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAYS I support my friend the 
Rai Mahaaai on more or less the same ground on which I supported 
his motion about the appointment of Bengalees as sergeants in the 
Calcutta Police. I know, Sir, that it is very desirable that we ahould 
not always place too much stress on the question of the provincialise- 
tion of the services, but it seems that there is no other alternative left 
to ua in view of the existing condition of things. I know, Sir, that 
we need not go back to the Queen's Proclamation. Evan under the 
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existing constitution as governed by the Government of India Act, 
the Government of Bengal are entitled to appoint any one they pleaae 
provided he is a British subject. It is distinctly laid down that in 
the matter of appointments there should not be any distinction either 
of caste, creed or anything of that sort. Any person, whether he 
comes from the Punjab or from Madras, can certainly be appointed 
by the Government of Bengal for service in Bengal. As a matter of 
fact, while I was in Orissa for years together, I always raised this 
point of view that Bengalees, simply because th^y did not happen to 
he the children of the province of Bihar and Orissa, should not be 
debarred from service in that province. But the Government of Bihar, 
and I believe all Ix>eal Governments, have had to succumb to the 
agitation on the part of the people of the provinces concerned and 
have departed from the salutary provision in the Government of India 
Act. They have practically surrendered to the popular cry in those 
places and in making appointments they do not go beyond their pro- 
vince as a rule. If you scan the advertisement columns of news- 
papers, you will find that none hut Biharis or persons domiciled in 
that province need apply for appointment, under that Government. 
When the Government of a neighbouring province have accepted 
that principle in defiance of the provisions of the Government of 
India Act, what remedy have we got but to ask the Government of 
Bengal to retaliate bv accepting a similar principle so far as appoint- 
ments in Bengal are concerned? As an Indian nationalist I should 
like to see all appointments thrown open to ail persons in India or 
for the matter of that to all British subjects. If, however, we depart 
from this salutary principle, why should the Bengalees alone Buffer? 
Bengalees outside Bengal have practically been driven out from all 
avenues of employment under the gift of Government. It is with a 
view to securing a change of mentality with regard to this principle 
of appointment in other provinces that I support this motion and insist 
on the appointment of Bengalees as far as possible in the services 
under the Government of Bengal. 

(At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment) 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, I only want to pro- 
test against the use by Munindrn Deb Rai Mahasai of an expression 
which has acquired a technical meaning. He was talking about 
racial discrimination. It is entirely a bad thing as has been found 
by tbe three Rpund Table Conferences. But the racial discrimina- 
tion which ft bhd is that against Europeans and not that against tbe 
children of the soil. f 

TM Hoft'M. Mr. W. D. R. PRENITCE: Sir, I heard a gasp go 
round the Council when the Bai Mahasai described Calcutta aa 
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essentially a Bengalee city. Yesterday another member of the House 
explained to us in detail that Bengalees get very little out of Calcutta. 
Yestefday the Council — 1 may put it that way— swallowed the camel 
of the whole sergeants’ establishment for the Calcutta Police without 
a division, now it is straining at the gnat of the sergeants’ establish* 
ment of the Port Police, although there is no special recruitment for 
the Tfort Police which iB a branch of the Calcutta Police force, and 
the wliole establishment of the sergeants which has already Wen 
accepted by the Coyncil includes the port. If memWm will look at 
page 174 of the Budget, they will see that the number of sergeants 
in the port last year was 15, this year it is 14. I need not repeat 
all that was said yesterday on the general question, but I would atk 
the Council whether if the arguments that they accepted yesterday aa 
to the necessity of having sergeants in Calcutta apply generally, 
they do not apply with more force to the most cosmopolitan part of 
the city, namely, the port, where you have steamers of all nationali- 
ties coming in from all parts of the world. Surely that is one part of 
the police work in Calcutta where indubitably sergeants are required. 
The Rai Mahasai again stressed the fact that in Madras and Colombo 
he had seen no European sergeants. I do not know anything about 
these places : if he bad told me before, I would have looked their 
figures up. What he never mentioned was whether there are sergeants 
in Bombay, which is a place very similar to Calcutta, requiiing similar 
police arrangements. I suggest that the Council having accepted the 
whole force of sergeants yesterday should also accept this portion of 
the force which is required indubitably for the most cosmopolitan 
part of the city, namely, the port. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was thcn*puf and l<»ht. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 43,08,000 under the head “26A— Presidency Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (want of representation of the depressed classes in Presi- 
dency Police). 

Sir, like Mr. J. 1.. Bannerjee's unfounded chary.- of com mu mi I 
bias levelled against our Hon’ble friend Mr. lfa V 'niiiddin, in spite of 
the fact that out of 12 appointments 9 hBve been appointed from ttin 
Hindus during the years 193143, I will not charge the Hon ble 
Home Member in that way. But I shall draw his attention to the 
injustice done to the half of the entire Hindu population ol the pro- 
vince. The scheduled castes of Bengal, hitherto known as the 
depressed classes, have been claiming, not ae a favour belt as a right, 
their due • share in the public services of the province. But the 
authorities have not yet laid down a definite policy with regard to the 
appointment of the depressed dunes on their population bums. I ask 
the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice whether nothing w.ll be done as n matter 
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o f policy for the appointment of depressed classes according to their 
population ratio. Leaving aside our legitimate claim to appoint- 
ments in public services, I rely on the statement of Mr. Prentice. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Prentice said last year that under the present rule 
10 per cent, of the appointments or a minimum of one appointment 
has been reserved for the depressed classes. Now, Sir, 

The Hon 'We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: May I ask if that was in 

connection with the Calcutta Police? 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: No, Sir. He said this in reply to 
a motion of Mr. Bal in connection with appointments in the Private 
Secretary’s office. The result is the same: that is the general rule. 
The Hou’ble Member did not mention that that particular rule only 
applied to the Private Secretary’s office. But we are assured that 
there was a general rule reserving appointments for the depressed 
classes. Now, Sir, we find that there are 56 inspectors, 100 sub- 
inspectors, 484 assistant sub-inspectors and 3,476 constables. May I 
inquire from Mr. Prentice whether this rule has at all been followed 
at, the time of the appointment of sub-inspectors, assistant sub-inspec- 
tors and constables? liCt us take last year’s case alone. As far as 
I know, these appointments were made in the Calcutta Police and we 
had three graduate candidates, all possessing very good qualifications, 
but without the qualification of having any one to push their claim, 
and ultimately none of them were appointed. Then, Sir, as regards 
the appointment of clerks in the establishment of the Presidency 

Police. I take my stand on the circular issued on the 28th April, 

1931. The circular says that it is applicable to all departments of 

Government. Now, Sir, we find that there are 118 clerks in the 

establishment and I wish to know from the Hon’ble Member whether 
from the date on which the circular was issued up to the present 
moment it has been followed at all. Sir, to say in a word the whole 
Calcutta Police like the other departments of Government are not at 
all represented by the members of the scheduled castes and I would 
request the Hon’ble Member to take immediate and necessary action 
to secure proper representation for them, as at present we have no 
dearth of suitable candidates. With these few words I commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Blfetft UAL IT KUMAR BAL: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to support 
the motion moved by my friend Mr. Amulyndhan Ray. Year afer year 
number of appointments are being made in the Presidency Police or 
sub-inspectors, assistant sub-inspectors and constables ; but we are sur- 
prised to find that none of them falls to the lot of depressed class candi- 
dates. The depressed classes of Bengal form fifty per cent, of the 
entire Hindu population of the province and it is really regrettable 
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that t|e claims of these classes forming such a vast community in 
Beng4 b*ve alon ? ^ een overlooked in spite of the fact that their 
repreehntatives in the Council have been systematically and emphatical- 
ly putting forward their cluims before the Government. There is no 
dearth of qualified candidates among the depressed classes and it is 
only just and reasonable that the Government should give due con- 
sideration to their legitimate claims and give them appointments in 
this department in proportion to their numerical strength in this 
province. With these few words 1 beg to support this motion. 

The Hon’blo Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICES Sir, it is very difficult 
to deal with a matter like this without unintentionally hurting jx'ople’s 
reelings. The mover of the motion referred to what I said last year, 
itut surely if he was arguing from that speech in support of a claim 
to appointments in the executive branch of the police force, he was 
arguing wrongly, because the circular he quoted deals with the ques- 
tion of recruitment of members of the backward classes to ministerial 
posts under Government. It has nothing to do with the appointment 
ujj, executive members of the Calcutta Police force or elsewhere. They 
ate not ministerial appointments. I think the representatives of the 
depressed classes — scheduled castes as they now ought to be culled, — 
are making a mistake in pressing their claims in connection with 
appointments in the Calcutta Police. For what proportion of the 
population of Calcutta belongs to the scheduled castes? Not very large, 
f think, and I am not giving away a secret when I sav that the re- 
presentatives of the scheduled castes in connection with their repre- 
sentation in the future Council have recognised that the number of 
residents in the urban areas belonging to the scheduled castes are not 
sufficient to justify their asking for any representatives from those 
areas. They have in that connection practically admitted that their 
interests are outside the towns, and now to come along and say that 
Government are not dealing with them fairly because they do not 
make special arrangements to recruit a certain number of them for 
the Calcutta Police is, I think, a mistaken policy. For their claim 
on the basis of population to form a part of the police force in Calcutta 
is not very great. On the other hand, as I explained, I think, last 
year, unfortunately owing to circumstances over'whiah Government 
have no control, it is very difficult to arrange for members of those 
castes to form a part of one composite force such as the Calcutta 
Police is. It means additional cooking arrangements in buildings 
where we have no room, and administrative difficulties of which prob- 
ably the mover of the motion is not cognisant. So much for tbo 
executive side. 

With regard to the ministerial side, the clerical statf, that circular 
ap plies , hut obviously if the number of scheduled castes in CalcutU 
ii as small as I have indicated, their claims to a perron tags of pro iw' 
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in time special offi^a# oii • alif ' SBailp-ife*.,! sfajed in repljto a 
question or resolution some time ago, we ght4igme% periodically each 
year from the districts about the progress made in recruiting thinis- 
terial officers from the scheduled castes. At the end of this year when 
the returns come in, I shall examine them and see what number of 
appointments has been made to the Calcutta Police and whether there # 
is any indication that the circular has not been followed either in 
Calcutta or elsewhere. But from the antecedent facts of the caae 
the chances of members of the scheduled castes getting appointments 
in the ministerial offices in the Calcutta Police arh small, not because 
Government is not backing up the policy of treating them fairly, — 
they are doing their best — hut because Government ask them to restrict 
their claims to places where they have good grounds for claims. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the Hon’ hie Member in order in referring to these two gentlemen 
as representatives of the depressed classes in this Council? There is 
no representative of the depressed classes in this Council. These two 
particular gentlemen were elected from non-Muhammadan constituent 
cies. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am not responsible for what the Hon’ble 
Member said ; the responsibility rests on his own shoulder. 

The Hon We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I stand corrected and 
soy that they are members of the depressed classes who have been 
elected from non-Muhammadan constituencies. 

The motion of Babu Amulyadhnn Ray was then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: 1 beg to move that the demand of Its. 43,Q8,Q00 
under the head “26A— Presidency Police” be reduced by Rs, 10 (to 
draw attention to the failure of Government to give effect to the ip* 
commendation of the Retrenchment Committee for the reorganisation 
of the Calcutta Police effecting an anuual economy of three lakhs of 
rupees). # . * 

Sir, in bringing this motion before the House 1 do not think it is 
necessary for me to submit again the contentions which I have so 
often placed before the House about the great need that there is in 
Bengal for retrenchment in every direction. Sir, although a fery 
prosperous and |ich province unfortunately under the financial arrange- 
pent to which it has had to submit, the revenue resources left to it 
have for decades past been very small. It has just been possible to 
, carry on the reserved departments of the administration and the nation- 
holding department have had to be neglected and greatly «tam<L 
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It is *fco a well-known fsffitot^he Police > P >p ^ ^^l' :> fttgroe»e6 more 
than 00 e- fourth of the revenues of the province. Therefore, if there 
is to he retrenchment at all in the province, it is very necessary that 
we should carefully examine whether there is anv scope for economy 
in this deportment. 1 have no doubt that in appointing the Retrench- 
ment Committee and selecting its personnel Government fully realised 
tie importance of selecting such men as will make recommendations 
after mature consideration of the difficulties of the situation and the 
special conditions of Jhe province at the present time. 1 take it, there- 
fore, that the recommendations for retrenchment made by the last 
committee in the Police Department have been made after very care- 
ful consideration. A perusal of the recommendations of the Retrench- 
ment Committee at once supports this contention. The present motion 
refers only to the Calcutta Police. The Committee have emphasised 
that they are fully aware of the special difficulties of the work of the 
police in Calcutta and, therefore, they have made every allowance 
for the scale and pay and the strength of the staff that is necessary 
to carry- on the arduous work of the police in Calcutta, which has 
been made specially arduous iu these difficult times. I, therefore, 
expected that the recommendations of that committee which was pre- 
sided over hv one of the most senior officers of the Indian Civil Service 
should have received greater attention from Government than they 
seem to have. A perusal of the recommendations in this part of the 
report will show that the committee’s recommendations fall mainly 
under two heads. They recommend that there should be a reorganisa- 
tion of the superior stuff by which the duties which are carried on 
by a Deputy Commissioner might be carried on by an Assistant Com- 
missioner and the duties carried on by an inspector might be carried 
on by a sub-in .spec tor and so forth. They have thus irfnde no drastic 
recommendations. They have confined themselves to limits which they 
consider to be absolutely safe. As regards reorganisation, they say 
that erven after making allowance for the difficulties in Calcutta they 
consider that some of the work which is done at present by Deputy 
Commissioners, Assistant Commissioners and inspectors can be 
entrusted to officers of the next lower rank, namely, Assistant Com- 
missioners, inspectors and sub-inspectors. Similarly about the investi- 
gating centres, they have taken into account the criminality and are* 
of the city and other existing difficulties and they came to the con- 
clusion that the number of centres could be reduced from 26 to 20. * 
There ire other minor recommendations, with which I do not wish 
tp wtary the House, about the armed police, the sergeants, and so 
forth. The total savings, which they estimated if the recommend* 
tions they made were accepted by Government, would come to 1 * 
Rs. 3,65,200. From the note circulated by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member I find that the total recommendations which the Government 
were able to accept effected a saving of about Rs. 21,000 and might* 
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ultimately lead to a saving of Rs. 75,000. I find the unwarrantable 
allowance granted for Christmas dinner to sergeants and payment of 
bonuses to recruit# on enlistment have now been done away with. 
Thi# is only proper; as there i# no dearth of applicant#, no special 
encouragement i# necessary at present by way of grant of a bonus 
for enlistment to the police force. I submit, Sir, that although some 
action appears to have been taken, the savings effected by Government 
are wholly inadequate and show that the Government have not fully 
realised their responsibility for making strenuous and honest effort# 
to do what they can to meet the crying needs of this province. It may 
be a fact, Sir, and we congratulate the Government and the Hon’ble 
the Finance Member for it that it is almost certain that our revenue 
resources will be enhanced and that the revenue of the Government 
of Bengal will probably go up by 3 or 4 mires of rupees under the 
new Government. But we are aware that the deficits of this province 
have been on un average about Rs. 2 erores and with all the expenses 
which the Reforms will entail they are bound to amount to nearly 
Rs. 3 erores, so that even if our share of the jute tax brings us the 
amount which we hope that we shall get, even then we shall have a 
very very small margin which would be quite inadequate to undertake 
any large schemes for saving the province from gradual decay. 1, 
therefore, usk the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Police Department 
to carefully consider whether it is not possible for Government to give 
effect at least to some more of the recommendations which have been 
made by the Retrenchment Committee. I should have mentioned that 
I find that Mr. Birkmyre has appended a note of dissent, but I also 
find that he does not dissent from the main recommendations of his 
colleagues but only confines his observations to retrenchments not being 
carried to thd same length as the other members of the committee 
would, lie says that the total cadre of inspectors and sub-inspectors 
should not be reduced by ns many as 20. He says that the committee 
have made somewhat drastic reductions in the number of Deputy and 
Assistant Commissioners, and he is of opinion that to obtain the best 
results from the force, both as regards discipline and the effective 
carrying out of its duties, he considered that they should not take 
the risk of reducing dhe investigating officers to such a very greet 
extent. It cfeerly shows that he accepts the recommendations of his 
colleagues as regards the reorganisation of the department and by 
getting officers of a lower rank to carry on tbe duties which are now 
being carried on by more highly paid officers of a higher rank. For 
all these reasons I think it is absolutely essential that Government 
should make strenuous and earnest effort to grapple with the problem 
and hand over the province to the future Government in a financially 
solvent condition. I hope that the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice will realise 
that finance being the pivot of everything, the wheels of administration 
are not Hkely to run smoothly by exclusive attention to law and order 
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only. II there is no money to carry on the lurainistration, the machine 
ol the administration must come to a halt. I, therefore, beseech him 
to approach this question with that care and with that courage which 
the circumstances of the case demand. 


Mf« NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: In rising to support this motion 
I shall approach this question from slightly different point of view from 
that which Mr. Gu^ta has attempted. Sir. it is not unknown to the 
members of this House that the total population of Calcutta is iu the 
neighbourhood of 11 lakhs— -man, woman and child. I find from the 
Green Book at page 170 that the total cost of the Presidency Police is 
about Rs. 44 lakhs, that is to say, four rupees pep head for every man, 
woman and child of the population. That in itself is a sufficiently 
striking figure. Coming to the Retrenchment Committee’s report, as 
Mr. Gupta has pointed out, the total reductions recommended by that 
committee under Presidency Police was Its. 3,65,200 out of which 
there is this note of the Finance Department — the total reductions made 
and included in the present budget is Rs. 21,650, but out of this sum 
Rs. 15,400 is for contingencies. Therefore, according to the Finance 
Department note, the recommendations really accepted are Rs. 6,250 
out of Us. 3,65,000, and if you take the ultimate saving, it will come 
up to about Rs. 38,000 altogether. That, I submit, Sir, is but a very 
paltry sum to accept out of the figure of Rs. 3,65,000. Then again 
you will find that it has been suggested in the Red Book, page 63, and 
reiterated several times that the expenditure on the police had been 
reduced and that not only by this Rs. 6,000 that I have just pointed out 
from the Financial Statement ; but if you turn to the Green Book, page 
170, you will find that whereas this year’s total budget was 
Rs. 44,33,000, and the revised estimate was Rs. 43,76,000, the budget 
for the next year is Rs. 44,34,000. That is the sort of reduction that 
we have got. In spite of the reduction of Rs. 6,000 said to have been 
accepted on account of the recommendations of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee, the budget is actually higher than what it was in the present 
year. Sir. we have been told, and I do not remember whether that has 
been stated in this House, but we have read item .the newspapers and 
elsewhere as having been said in the Legislative Assembfy as well as in 
Parliament— we have been assured that the non-co-operation movement 
was well in hand of the Government and was not much in evidence. 
But if you turn to page 63 of the Red Book, under Presidency Police 
the increase in the next year’s estimate is due partly to the withdrawal 
of the emergency cut in salary and partly for the provision of new ex- 
penditure of a temporary character on account of the staff required to 
cope with the present political situation, and if you turn to page 171 ©4 
the Green Book, you will find the expenses for the temporary staff- 
officers and establishment - asked for is over Rs. 40,000. Well, Air, 
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that is the sort of a lull in the non-co-operation movement for which 
tha Secretary of State and the Government of India have been patting 
themselves on the back. Whereas the budget for the temporary estab- 
lishment was in the neighbourhood of Rs. 15,000 in 1932-33, the budget 
for the next year is Rs. 40,000, that is, more than double the amount. 
Therefore, all this vaunted retrenchment and curtailment of expenditure 
under Police is certainly — to use a very unparliamentary expression — 
pure bunkum. We have been treated to this sort of talk about reduc- 
tions in many other parts of the budget, but this <s one which is glar- 
ing and strikes one in the face. I submit, Sir, this is neither fair nor 
honest to talk of reduction of expenditure and to talk of honest efforts 
to reduce expenditure in the hugest spending department of the Gov- 
ernment which spends over two crores of rupees, and specially on Pre- 
sidency Police which, as I have already shown, costs more than four 
rupees for every member of the population of Calcutta, and if you take 
only the adult population, probably about Rs. 7 or 8 per head. I sub- 
mit that Government should certainly take stepR to reduce this huge 
expenditure without any further delay. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It has been hinted that 
Government is not playing the game with the Council in the matter of 
retrenchment, that while they promised retrenchment, they are actually 
increasing expendiutre. When I introduced the demand under this 
head, I pointed out that there were two items which were mainly res- 
ponsible for the increase, one was increments in thol scales of pay, and 
the second was the temporary force. I have not analysed in detail the 
figures to which Mr. Basu referred, so I cannot make a definite state- 
ment, hut I iniagine that a considerable part of the increase to which 
he has referred will be on account of the usual incremental scales of 
pay. But after all the main thing in connection with this motion of 
Mr. Gupta is really that the Council want to know how we have treated 
the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee regarding the 
Calcutta Police and I propose^^ if the Council will bear with me, to go 
through the paragraphs of the report and to state shortly what has 
happened. Thjs first recommendation is the reduction of Deputy Com- 
missioners from 10 to 7. The committee made specified recommenda- 
tions that the Special Branch and Detective Department should be 
placed under one Deputy Commissioner, and that the work of the Port 
Police and the Public Vehicles Department should be entrusted to an 
Assistant Commissioner. Well, I do not wish to say anything critical 
of the committee, but it seems rather hard that the committee should 
recommend that the Special Branch and Detective Department should 
he placed under one Deputy Commissioner at a time when the work of 
the Special Branch was so heavy that there were two Deputy Commis- 
sioners doing that work alone, and an additional Deputy Commissioner 



DEMAND FOB GRANTS. 


l«t] 

hot been sanctibned for this work in the Special Branch. It in phy- 
sically impossible lor one Deputy Commissioner under present oomfi- 
tions to do the work of the Special Branch and, the Detective Depart- 
ment, and in support of that fact I would point out that we are satis- 
fied, and were satisfied & year or so ago, that the work of the Special 
Branch was so heavy that we had to give an additional Deputy Com- 
missioner to help 

Mr. NARENDR4 KUMAR BASU: Two Deputy Commissioners for 
this Branch, to deal with non-<o-oj>e ration Y 

The Hoil'ble Mf. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Special Branch doe* 
not deal with non-co-operation at ail. Non-co-operation is u completely 
different matter. As Mr. Basu knows, the main problem of the Special 
Branch is terrorism. It is no use Mr. Basu trying to blind the eyes 
of the Council to the fact that the Special Branch does not deal with 
non-co-operation, it deals with terrorism. 

I now turn to the recommendation that the Port Police and the Pub- 
lic Vehicles Detriment should Ik* entrusted to Assistant Commissioners. 
The Public Vehicles Department is concerned with the collection of the 
motor vehicles tax under the recent Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, and 
I believe an undertaking was given when that Bill was passed, that the 
work would still be controlled by a Deputy Commissioner, or words to 
that effect. In any case, this proposal of having an Assistant Commis- 
sioner in charge of the Motor Vehicles Department concerns the Local 
Self-Government Department, and that department which is responsible 
for the working of the Motor Vehicles Taxation Act has raised the 
strongest possible objection to accepting this recommendation of the 
Retrenchment Committee. They pointed out that this department was 
responsible for the collection of very large sums of money, and refused 
to agree to the acceptance of this recommendation. From the adminis- 
trative point of view’ we are satisfied that the Motor Vehicles Depart- 
ment does at present require the attention of a Deputy Commissioner, 
and we are, therefore, unable to accept that recommendation. As I 
stated some time ago, it is in the Port Police that we have decided to 
make an experiment. fWe have been able to doV> owing to the present 
Deputy Commissioner of Police going on leave and we have decided 
during his absence to see whether the) Port Police can be run by an 
Assistant Commissioner supposing the Deputy Commissioner in charge 
of the Detective Department is put in charge of the Port Police. We 
are making that experiment, and that is the only retrenchment that is 
being made in the rank of Deputy Commissioners at presdht. We are 
convinced that with conditions as they are at present, you cannot safely 
reduce the number of Deputy Commissioners further, but when normal 
timet return, the question will be reconsidered. That remark applies 
generally to the recommendations about Assistant Commissioners. As 
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regard* the proposals of the committee to hare one Assistant Commie- 
gtyner in charge of the Northern Division, and another in charge of the 
Southern Division, and to abolish the two Assistant Commissioners in 
charge of the suburban areas, these Assistant Commissioners were 
appointed very many years ago on the reorganisation of the Calcutta 
Police, and we are satisfied that we cannot, in the interests of the good 
administration of the police in Calcutta, abolish one of the Assistant 
Commissioners in either of the divisions. 

• 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Is it because it has been in force so long? 

Tht Hon’bld Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, because of the work. 

The question of inspectors is still under investigation and that 
remark also applies to the recommendation regarding the number ot 
investigating centres. Obviously you cannot re-arrange the investigat- 
ing centres in Calcutta, without very careful examination, and that 
examination is going on. But there is one thing to be remem- 
bered in connection with all these recommendations for the 
abolition of the higher posts, and that is that it is not only 
abolition of posts, that has to be examined,, but also how it will affect 
the prospects of the people who joined the Calcutta Police with certain 
expectations. They have accruing rights, and you have got to con- 
sider what effect the abolition of the higher posts will have on the occup- 
ants of the lower grades. 

The question of the investigating inspectors lias not yet been decid- 
ed, but so far we have reduced one inspector in the Hackney Carriage 
Branch. As regards sergeants, two posts in the Motor Vehicles Branch 
have been abolished as recommended and the question of rearranging 
the staff of sergeants is under consideration, but ns I pointed out yester- 
day. we have a considerable force of temporary sergeants in Calcutta, 
and it is not likely that under the present conditions we shall be able to 
reduce the staff very greatly. I have not got the figures here, but I do 
not think people realise the additional work that is thrown on the 
Calcutta Police at present by the protective arrangements in force. A 
number of tuer for whom no substitutes are provided are used for the 
special protective arrangements necessitated by the present state of 
affairs. Immediately that state passes, a considerable number of men 
will be freed for ordinary duties and then perhaps it will be possible to 
, reorganise the force on the lines— — 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: You mean protective duties on 
offices and buildings? 


TO* Hofttrio Mr. W. D. It. PRENTICE: Yes, offices and building*. 
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Ttw Hon'Wt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

As regards uniforms, the free supply of certain blue uniforms has 
been discontinued and the grant for the supply of ordinary uniforms 
has been curtailed and the Commissioner of Police is going into the 
question of contract rates and endeavouring to cut down the contract 
rates as low as possible. 

As regards the Police Training-School, the reduction recommended 
has been accepted and, as recom mended, we have debited a portion of 
the pay for the staff maintained for the stores to the profits of the store. 

The recommendation as regards the rescue homes we have not been 
able to accept, because it is impossible to provide for these girls at a 
lower rate. These are the rates that are charged and it is not in our 
hands to cut them down. 

The recommendation regarding the armed police we have rejected 
definitely because it proceeds on false premises. The force of the 
Eastern Frontier Rifles is a force for the mufastal of Bengal, and it was 
never established with the idea of its being available for service 
in Calcutta under the same condition as in Bengal. Detach- 
ments from it are posted to Calcutta when file force does 
not happen to be required in the m u fa* sal, but if there is trouble 
in the mufassal that necessitates the despatch of the Eastern Frontier 
Rifles to any area, then mufa*ml has a piior claim and Calcutta may 
he left unprotected. In these circumstances, we are not able to dis- 
pense with the services of the additional company of tfoe armed police. 
The agreement referred to in the re|K>rt on the part of the Commissioner 
of Police was given under an entire misunderstanding of the conditions 
governing the employment of the Eastern Frontier Rifles in Calcutta. 

The recommendations regarding the ministerial staff in the Public 
Vehicles Deportment and the bonus to recruits have been accepted. 

The result is that so far the retrenchments made amount to 
Rs. 57,731 and presumably when the final decision m reached on the 
other major schemes, that figure will increase, but I can hold out no 
hope that the retrenchments will be as large as that recommended by 
the Retrenchment Committee. What I do say is that Government are 
dealing as quickly as possible with the recommendations of the $o to# 
mittee, and I think that if any member could see the thickness of the , 
files on eqch question and read the history of the various appointments, 
he would realise that the recommendations are not such as can be dis- 
posed of any more qnickly than is the case. 

The motion of Mr. J. N. Gupta was then put and lost. 
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Mr. G. C. OOOPIRj I beg to meve that the dehiand of 
Re. 43,08,000 under the head "26A<— Presidency Police” be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to discuss traffic arrangements in Calcutta). « 


I introduce once again the hardy old annual of the traffic control 
in Calcutta. In so doing it is very difficult to avoid the repetition of 
previous years, but it is a subject that must be ventilated ; otherwise it 
gets stuck away and there is a chance of its being forgotten by Govern- 
ment. Many people will agree with me in thinking that in the strictest 
sense and meaning of the words, "traffic control" as applied to Calcutta 
is a misnomer. It is a reinarkablejhing that when there is a golmal 
anywhere in Calcuttu and the services of the traffic jxdice are required 
in other directions, the traffic of Calcutta seems to* control itself verv 
little worse on its own than it does under the control of the traffic 
jHilice. At the sume time to give the devil his due the police control 
of traffic in Calcutta has undoubtedly improved, but I think the House 
will agree with me in thinking that there is still room for considerable 
improvement. 

The subject of the white lines has been ventilated in this House and 
in the old Council House on several occasions and attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the rule of the white line is observed more in the 
breach than in the observance. Neither the police nor the public 
appear to understand the reason for the white lines. It is a common 
occurrence for the paharawalla on duty to be standing yards in front 
or yards behind his white lines, but even if he is standing on his white 
lines, it is quite a common occurrence to see cars pulling up a length or 
so in front of him, but no paharawalla ever thinks of pulling up any 
traffic which commits such flagrant breuch of the rules. If any driver 
of a car in London attempted to encroach a few inches over the white 
lines, the traffic police promptly denis with him. If the rule of the 
white lines is properly observed, it is an undoubted assistance to traffic, 
but if it is ignored or disregarded or does not receive the attention which 
it should receive, it only makes the chaos worse confounded. The 
Hon'We Member in replying to this question in previous years had pro- 
mised that he would do his best to get both the police and the public 
educated up to the use of the white lines. So far I have not seen very 
much done yet in that direction. 

Another flagrant breach of the rules which I have never been able to 
understand is the way in which whole lines of traffic — buses, cars, tads, 
parts, bullock carts, in short everything— is held up and only bicycles 

v are allowed to run past the outstretched arm of thei paharawalla into 

* the stream of the traffic on the other side. Of course it is difficult for the 

* paharawalla to stop the bicycles, they move too fast and they carry no 
numbers, so that the paharawalla cannot take their numbers? Hie 
police just grin and say what can we do, so they do nothing! At the 
earn# time I have seen several accidents happen on account of bicycles 
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dashing uing traffic and causing great confusion. 1 cannot 

un<jSrstand why if every other vehicle in Calcutta has to abide by tbs 
rules <>jt the road, why bicycles should not be compelled to do so. 


There remains the famous Brooklands of Calcutta -Chowringhee 
along which buses race at a terrific speed. I do not want to say that it 
is a common occurrence, but 1 have seen two huge omnibuses playing 
polo with each other riding off each other with people inside yelling 
with joy or fright. Along Chowriughee, every traffic rule known to the 
traffic police or any, other ]>olice is flagrantly and openly broken and 
yet nobody does anything about it and this remark applies to a large 
extent to the Kidderpore Road. The general belipf is that why the 
police do not enforce law and order on Chowringhee and Kidderpore 
Road is that they are afraid of a strike among the bus-drivers. Per- 
sonally I see nothing to be afraid of in a bus strike, because Calcutta 
would be a much healthier place without the buses and their absence 
would not cause any undue inconvenience us there are other means by 
which the public can travel. leaving this question aside, why should 
bus-drivers be allowed to l»e a law unto themselves. The trouble could 
be checked if traffic control jaunts were established at centres, such as 
opposite tq the U. S. Club, the Army and Navy Stores and other con- 
venient places. The trouble could be checked to a great extent in Chow- 
ringhee if the mounted police could be put on a spell of dismounted 
duty. Everybody knows that the mounted police look very smart when 
taking their constitutionals on their lieautiful horses on the nuiidan 
and every one likes to look at them, but unless there is a yolwal or not 
or anything of that sort, their sendees are not required. They do noth- 
ing as far as T can see except riding along the maid/iii and watejhing 
football, hockey ahd polo matches and then going home. Some of their 
number can certainly he spared for dismounted duty* and put on to 
traffic control at central places. They can definitely check the flagrant 
disregard of all traffic rules that does go on every day, all day and all 
night. I said last year that the only places where the buses do not stop 
are the supposed stopping places and an aggravating instance of this is 
the Dalhousie Square. I particularly mention this because this is a 
source of annoyance several times in the day. There is a stopping 
place opposite the General Post Office, but I diave seldom seen a bus 
actually stop there. The buses dash round the comer of the General 
Post Office into Dalhousie Square at much too fast a pace scattering the 
traffic iu all directions and then speed on until they reach the HolweR; 
Monument when they proceed to slow up or stop in the middle of the 
road to discharge their passengers. It is perfectly amaaing why more 
accidents do not happen there every day in the week. Khe buses may 
drop 20 people at & time and one does not know which way they art 
going to jump and run ! Another bad spot is opposite to Hall A Ander- 
san*s. The stopping place is really further up the road in Chowringhee 
somewhere near Kellner's, but in point of fact the buses make it a point 
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to stop at the corner by the shop thus causing great inconvenience and 
iiScreased congestion at an already badly congested spot. Also for the 
buses proceeding from south to north the stopping place is near Kellner’s. 
I believe they never stop there as they like to stop somewhere opposite 
Outrarn Statue. Buses should not be allowed to stop anywhere except 
at the specially authorised stopping places, but as it is, they stop any- 
where as and when it pleases them, generally without giving any sign 
or notice of their intention to stop! 

The Calcutta Police, I believe, brought out an expert from borne 
to investigate and advise them on the question of traffic control in 
Calcutta. Stopping places were created, but no attempt has ever 
been made to insist upon the bus-drivers stopping at the authorised 
stopping places. The nuisance of prowling taxis and hooting of horns 
still continues, but I think not to the extent it used to be. In that 
respect I give the police full marks. But in all fairness to the much- 
abused taxi-walla I must say that he is learning his lpsson and in these 
days is not such a nuisance as are many private cars owned by both 
Europeans and Indians. But the main thing is the lack of control 
over the buses who are allowed to take the law into their own hands. 
I would appeal to the Hon’ble Member to try and make another at- 
tempt to put right what is undoubtedly u great nuisance. 


Mr. P. BANERJk Sir, in rising to speak on the motion just moved 
by Mr. Cooper I will just jx)int out that he has suggested or rather 
complained that the hus-drivers do not stop at the white line. Here 
also the same argument which I put forward in moving my resolution 
will apply. You will often notice that these traffic police people are 
busy talking with somebody, mostly with those urchins, making 
arrangements how to make money. The difficulty arises because he 
is not dutiful: it is not known at what time he will raise his finger: 
therefore the bus-driver who is going along does not know when to 
stop. Mr. Cooper has no personal knowledge so far as this is con- 
cerned, because he never travels in buses but drives along in his own 
car and his difficulty is that because a bus is ahead, sometimes the 
traffic is held up and he cannot stand the delay. He suggested that 
we should do a?vay with the bus system. 

Mr. 0. G. COOPER: On a point of order, Sir. I did not suggest 
doing away with the bus system, but for its proper control. 

Mr. P. Beading between the lines of his speech I can 

quite follow what he, meant. Anyway, his difficulty was certainly 
delay on account of the traffic being held up. My point is this. It 
is due to that corruption to which I referred that traffic is held up and 
that the man does not raise his finger in time : the driver who is going 
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along with some force suddenly finds the policemau raising his finger 
and naturally he cannot stop ut once. If he suddenly stops, there Is 
a great jolt and passengers may be hurt. Therefore if you consider 
the question seriously, you will find that it is not in any way the fault 
of the bus-driver, but it is the fault of the police, and I still maintain 
that it is due to that corruption. Sir, I have suggested that the bus- 
owners have to pay a large amount of money and to-day the business 
is not a paying proposition. Nobody can maintain that these bus- 
owners are now prospering. The Khan Bahadur yesterday suggested 

to do away with this system and to have the old system of tram in itfl 

place. I submit that we should not do so. Some day we must 

have tubes in Calcutta. In London and other places they have buses. 

Member after member as well as Mr. Cooper has given credit to the 
police saying that there is much improvement. T do not know what 
improvement is meant save and except that the department is trying 
to get the bus-owners out of the way in various directions. If you 
really want that the buses should continue and that they must be 
improved, you should move in other directions. Many of the members 
will agree that theie has been a distinct improvement in the bus 
service since the bus system wus introduced in 1925. Therefore with 
these words I would again request the Hon’ble Member to put u stop 
to the abuses in the department and not to l>e so strict us suggested by 
Mr. Cooper so that the bus system may be done away with to the 
utter inconvenience of the public. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: Sir, Mr. Cooper has 
reiterated more than once that there has been a considerable improve- 
ment~in the management of the truffic police in reeent,time# and I am 
afraid, to tie perfectly fair, he lias to go further than he has gone. 
Having had occasions at times to visit those very plueea in Dalhousie 
Square and Chowringhpe in a bus, I may say from personal experience 
that the bus-drivers are not given to violation of the traffic rules as 
much as Mr. Cooper would have us believe. Well, the situation has 
improved to some extent. But there are other aspects in connection 
with the traffic arrangements in Calcutta to j'hich Mr. Cooper is per- 
haps a stranger. He was complaining about traffifc arrangements in the 
Chowringhee and Dalhousie Square, where the roads are kept as clear 
as is ordinarily possible; but perhaps he has never heard of certain 
streets in the north and south of Calcutta where the roads are intended 
for anything but traffic. The footpaths are used as drawing rooms 
and card tables and even they are used as majlii foi- kirtan songs. 
There arei a number of roads in Bhowanipore which are impossible on 
aeeount of numbers of taxis, not waiting for hire, but garaging on the 
streets, all the time they are not plying for hire. There are a number 
of buses even waiting there on the streets, not for hire, but they are 
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"being repaired* there and through the night. On one occasion 
I had great trouble witbtwo taxi-drivers and two bus-owners who 
insisted on having their vehicles repaired just in front of my house 
all through the night. The engines were raced for about 10 hours- 
*» ouf of the 12 hours in the night and it was a perfect nuisance. If you 
go to the streets where there are buttee s, you will find the roads used 
, for all sorts of purposes except traffic. Have you ever found the police- 
JJwreP They do their duty well enough in the streets about wl$ch 
Mr. Cooper complained ; but policemen are not found in the streets t 
*" *A#ve mentioned and nobody ever takes the trouble to clear the roads. 

I have never heard about prosecution for obstruction in Bhowanipore. 
There is a particular place in a small street in which there is a 
temple in front of which at least on 60 days in the year a shartiana 
is erected; the audience sit on the road and the footpath and IrirUms 
and other musical soirees are held there. That is supposed to be * 
road for people to pass through. The people of the buttee squat Ita 
the road sometimes ou durrien with perfect ease and comfort and with- 
out the least care. Nobody ever brought it into their heads that they 
were doing something wrong. To add to the trouble a Punjabi 
restauarnt has been started there: that brings in about a doaea taarin 
at a time, the drivers of which want refreshments and they are served 
on the footpath. The whole road is absolutely packed up in that 
way; no vehicular traffic is possible and you can only walk at great * 
risk. It is not an exaggerated picture that I am drawing. I am 
afraid, compared with the picture drawn by Mr. Cooper, I think my 
statement will l>e an absolute underestimate of the thing. The traffic 
police have done nothing in those places and if a complaint is to be 
made, it is not for what they are doing in Chowringhee — they are doing 
all that they can do there — but what they have failed to do in other 
places. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am afraid, I am 
one of the unfortunate few who do not agree with Mr. P. Banerji. 
Mr. P. Banerji may have a soft corner in his heart for the bus-owners, 
but I think that the bus is a positive danger to the passersby. One has 
to be very circumspect os to whether he will not be run over by * bus. 

I will narrate tn instance of how a bus is driven. I am giving my 
personal experience. They take their stand at a particular corner 
where they wait, wait and wait till a tram comes; immediately they 
see a tram coming, the bus-drivers go forward ahead of the train. 
Naturally the passenger who wants to hoard the tram car finds himself 1 ' 
i$ so narrow a place that it sometimes becomes very difficult for “him 
to escape accident. I have several times noticed that in Russ* Road 
and near about Bhowanipore when one bus starts, another starts 
immediately behind him with a view to get a start over the fdrmer. 

I do not know whether the buses are really very well built, because 
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I found the top floors of some of ^ralher sbajtf. Sir, 4 do' 

' not lo&ow whether ike buses which are parfwilarly high Are at a 
certain angle, because I find that in certain suoh buses the toft floor 
is at a wrong angle with the down floor o! the bus. doming foodie 
design of the buses in Calcutta I think that any one with an arthflic 
sense might have drawn a lurid picture not only about the design bub 
about their sanitation, accommodation, etc. There is another matter 
whpfr, I feel, is whether any arrangement is made by the bus-owneg% 
Ifr cleaning the buses and to give them some rest. I think the time has 
now oome when in Calcutta the number of buses plying in certaH^i 
streets should be fixed. If you allow any number of buses to run in a 
particular street, the natural tendency on the part of the bus-own era. 
would be to compete with each other, and to cross the road for any 
pedestrian would he positively dangerous. In fact, it is so now and 
it is very necessary to keep a strict watch over the bus-owners of 
Cakatta. I am not saying that the control over the buses should be 
such as to altogether abolish them. The traffic, however, in Calcutta 
is so great ut present that to properly control it would require a very 
large number of police force which it would be impossible for Govern* 
raent to employ. The buses are so rashly driven along the streets of 
Calcutta, which unfortunately are so designed that it is hardly possible 
. for any man to cross the road from the footpath to another without the 
tipl^ of being run over. 


Dr. Naiesli Chuudra Sen Gupta has complained about obstruc- 
tions in every wuy and by-way of Calcutta. I do believe that it is a 
statement of facts and I should say rather an underestimate of facts, 
but be has altogether failed to assess what the number of traffic police 
woftlfl be required to control them and to stop music before a temple 
or a mosque. I feel, Sir, that the traffic sense of the people of Cal- 
cutta requires developing. No country in the world has been able to 
solve it* traffic problem unless the citizens themselves have developed 
the traffic sense. I have this much complaint that so far as the bus- 
owners are concerned, a more rigid control is necessary with a view to 
see that the speed and the way in which the buses plv in the streets of 
Calcutta are restricted. 

*" 

^ ^ Hr. P. N. CUHAS Mr. President, Sir, my friend Khan Bahadur 
Aafflyl fiaque thinks that such a large number of policemen are neces- 
sary to control the traffic in the streets of Calcutta, that it it almost 
impossible for the Government to make adequate arrangements for tbf 
purpose. I agree, but, Sir, the problem of the control of traffic in Csl- 
cutta has assumed such a serious shape that something must be done to* 
avoid disaster. A man coming from Bhowanipore to office quarters has 
to thank his stars if at the end of the day he can safely reach home* 
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I come from Bhowanipoge to Chowringhee twice a day and I Rave 
always found buses, sometimes four or five side by side, running at 
such a high speed that the pedestrians and occupants of other vehicles 
find it impossible to pass on with a sense of safety. The bus owners 
are extremely reckless and callous regarding the convenience and 
inconvenience of others. 

Sir, turning towards the question of protection given to the public 
by the traffic police on Chowringhee Road, I have not the slightest 
hesitation to assert that it is quite inadequate, ^here are two police- 
men at the junction of Circular Road and Chowringhee but none can 
be found till one reaches the head of Park Street and again no police- 
man is seen till one reaches Whiteaway’s corner. I am sorry I have 
forgotten to mention about the elaborate police arrangement in front 
of the Tinted Service Club or rhota kill a as it has come to be known 
in these days, but these policemen are more concerned with the Club 
where the hurra sahibs live than with the traffic. 

Sir, the buses have become u positive nuisance in Calcutta and 
something must be done to abate it. I do not for a moment mean to 
suggest that the buses should be discontinued, leaving the field to thb 
tram cars as in old days. All that I want is that adequate and effec- 
tive control should be exercised to minimize the danger to which the 
public are exposed on account of the rashness of the drivers of the 
buses. Sir, I have no experience of the traffic in other countries but 
I would like to know from those who have travelled in foreign 
"countries, if such an irregular and dangerous system prevails any- 
* where in the world. Sir, it is particularly in Chowringhee where the 
buses are rouitps of grave danger. The drivers always run at break 
neck speed and I asked one of them the reason for it. He said that 
anxiety of the drivers and conductors to pick up fares was responsible 
for the speed. A bus has no chance of getting a passenger after it 
starts from Alexandra Court and till it reaches the Esplanade Corner 
and so every driver tries to reach the corner as fast as he con. This 
is exactly the reason why bus races take place on Chowringhee Road 
daily. 

Sir, I fully agree with Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta and held 
that there is qo police control anywhere in Calcutta over the use «r 
abuse of the public thoroughfares. If the Hon’ble Member in charge 
' ^ef the Police Department kindly accompanies me in my car to Lansdowite* 
Road, where I live, I will show him that twenty to thirty up-country 
men are just now sleeping on their durries on the footpaths of that 
road. Not only that hut in placet washermen will he found to waah 
their clothe* on the stones placed on the footpath. In fact I have 
never felt the exutanoe of the Traffic Police in Calcutta anywAere 
except Chowringhee and Dalhousie Square. In Ballygusge *$mid 
Bhowanipore tide we never meet policemen except after Poo}** and 



when they come and #efci*m*for bkkikuk. Dfi 8ia €h»|f|fc it 
'y right in thinking that streets, lattes and by-lane* la Cmeutta 
icing used for all purposes except traffic. On As whole the 
system of controlling the traffic in this vest city k faulty and hands* 
quote end I think it is high time for making some better and more 
efficient arrangement. 


•ftaulvi ABDU8 8 AM AD: Sir, much complaint has been made 
against the traffic arrangement and obstruction caused by buses, tank 
and human beings, but nobody has said anything about the most ohjlto 
iionable obstruction caused by cows and bulls let loose by the Marwaris 
Of Btirra Bazar on a portion of the Harrison Boad. It is from Collage 
Street up to the Hooghly Bridge which is the most busy and congested^ 
portion of Calcutta and any one passing by that road will see that 
there is a large number of cows and bulls causing much annoyance* 
inconvenience and obstruction to the pedestrian public and wheeled 
traffic. The cows and bulls may be sacred animals to the Marwaris, 
but in the twentieth century this ought not to be allowed to continue 
any longer. I have brought this matter to the notice of Government 
*for proper action. It is a public nuisance and should be removed as 
soon as possible. 


Maulvl 8Y1D MAJID BAK8H: Sir, I will return to the hntbwallai. 
There is one aspect of the question which has not been dealt with. 
I am not aware of the traffic rules and I do not know whether any rule, 
exists or not about the control of a particular kind of traffic. Matty 
<1 my friends have described how tb* bu B-waUa* race with one another 
to catch passengers, but none of them has said about the grove incon- 
venience caused by the bus-wallas by waiting at junctions for pas- 
sengers after racing with one another. People, when they want to get 
to a particular place very quickly, avoid the trams and take buses. 
It is for this reason that the bu a-wattas charge more fare than the 
tramways and the people gladly pay. In this connection I may repeat 
the old story of the hare and the tortoise. The hare after racing past 
the tortoise and going a certain distance stops and stops to such an 
W|0ent that even the tortoise overtakes it and reaches the destination 
4*fore it. Similar is the case with the busef-— the buses after racing 
tut gome time stop at a certain place indefinitely in spite of the pro* 

* tests of the passengers by which time the trams roach the destination 
I s^ould like to know if there k a tune limit beyond which the bumq 
not allowed to stop at a certain place. They produce tt groat 
amount of congestion by stopping for a considerable length of rime, 
etteJkhind the other. I should like to invito toe att&tka of toe 
iigple timber to this particular aspect of the question and if toate 
'>3mw|p on. the point* I would request him to Jrini&ymakesaeh a 
■iS^mkidk would remove ties grievance of the public, 

0k 

■ 
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Mr* IHANTI SHIKHARERWAR BAYS Sir, I take this opp or* 
tunity to place before the Hon’ble Member and the House another 
grievance. The cow and the bull have been mentioned already and I 
should like to bring the beggar into the picture. Sir, some of the 
previous speakers have raised the question of the buses and the bulls 
already, and I shall bring the beggar into the picture. I have 
noticed and I think others have noticed also that whenever the traffic 
police raises his hand and stops a car, a number of beggars invariably 
come to the place and asks for alms. This is really a nuisance, Sir. 
I do not know whether this goes to support the contention of my friend, 
Mr. P. Banerji, that there is a good deal of corruption in the police 
force and that these beggars beg and harass people in that way with 
the connivance of the constable on duty. I have seen the constable 
standing by and seeing that beggars beg before the occupants of cars 
though there may be very heavy traffic in the area. 

Then, Sir, whenever the question of buses comes in, the question of 
trams also crops up; I do not know why, but perhaps because their 
interests clash with each other. Sir, I am not very familiar with the 
business aspect of this question, and I shall not deal with that. But 
one thing that strikes me is that generally we find that a bus does not 
stop where it is intended to stop, and stops where it is not allowed to 
stop. I do not know why. 1 would suggest to the Hon’ble the Home 
Member that he would draw the attention of the Commissioner of 
Police to this and to look into the matter, and in consultation with 
the bus-owners and their association to see if it is due to some improper 
arrangement of the bus stops and whether it is possible to arrange more 
convenient places for their stoppage and remove this inconvenience. 

Mr. R. N. REIDt I am not going to attempt to make out that all 
is for the best in the Calcutta traffic arrangement, still it is gratifying 
to have the mover of this motion repeat what he said last year that 
there has been a considerable improvement over the previous year 
which shows that a certain amount of trouble is taken in regulating the 
traffic and winsome success. 

The main criticism of the Calcutta traffic appears from what we 
have heard to centre, rotad the congestion in side streets and even in 
U*me of the bonder streets such as L&nsdowne Hoad, and the buses, 
There I am quite in one with the mover in admitting that this awful 
racing of buses down the Chowringhee and certain other main streets 
Is certainly a thing which ought to be stopped and I am sure th* 
Commissioner of Police does not like it a bit, and it is a thing wbicu 
Government think ought to be stopped. It is not an easy thing 
to stop this or it would have been stopped before now. „ ^ 

As regards the white lints and the general disregard of traffic rake, 
I think it is a little hard to lay all the bkme on the polios, because 
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then it a pretty large claw of drivers in Calcutta, a claw whuffi it 
confined not to any particular race or creed or grade of society which 
pay* very little attention to traffic rules or traffic manners, and the 
fact that this class is a pretty large, one makes the job of tbe police 
a very difficult one, specially when we know that the majority of tbe 
traffic police are men of not very high education or training and on 
low pay. 


As one of the speakers observed, if you ore going to prevent tbe 
use of the streets 00 places for singing songs and holding meetings, 
you will have to increase your traffic police by an enormous amount, 
and I do not think any one is prepared to recommend that the police 
budget should be increased any more. I can only say that Government 
is alive to these things, and is also alive to certain evidences of defects 
in traffic control. On that assurance, Sir, I hope the mover will with- 
draw his motion. 


Mr. C. C. COOPER: Sir, what the Hon’ble Member has said is an 
exact repetition of what has been said by Government in previous 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot speak again, Mr. Cooper. 


Mr. C. C. COOPER: I was just going to say, Sir, that I want to 
withdraw the motion. 

The motion of Mr. C. G. Cooper was then, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

Maiilvl TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: 1 beg to move tha^the demand of 
Re. 1,73,000 under the head “26C — District Executive Force — Pay of 
officers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the inequitable 
method of recruiting assistant sub-inspectors of police). 

Sir, my object is to draw attention to the method of recruiting 
assistant sub-inspectors of police. In itself, this may be a small 
matter, but the subject is very important from the point of view of 
tbe Moslem community. Sir, it will be seen, that of all tbe depart- 
ments of public service, it was the Police Department in which tha 
Moslems held their ground better than in any other till the year 1920. 
Since 1920, a new method of recruitment has been adopted and that is 
that sub-inspectors are recruited half by direct recruitment and ball 
by promotion from tbe rank of assistant sub-inspectors, and assistant 
sub- inspectors again are recruited, half by direct recruttgaent and tbe 
rest by promotion from the rank of constables. So far as promotion 
is concerned, Government has made its position clear that Government 
does not consider any communal question in promoting officers from 
lower to higher ranks, but this is done purely on merit. I do not 
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want to raise that question now. As far as direct recruitment is con* 
earned, the method of recruitment of assistant sub-inspectors tells 
very heavily on the Moslem community. It cannot be said that a 
sufficient number of Moslem candidates for this service, is not now 
available. Any number of Moslem candidates can be found for filling 
the posts of assistant sub-inspectors. In fact, the community can 
supply all the men necessary' for this purpose. In spite of this, the 
number of Muslim assistant sub-inspectors appointed each year is 
utterly inadequate because recruitment is made on the basis of an old 
circular. In answer to a similar question discussed in this House in 
the year 1930, the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly replied that so far as the 
recruitment of assistant sub-inspectors is concerned, in the Presidency, 
Bakarganj and Dacca ranges not less than 33 per cent, and in the 
Burdwan and Rajshahi ranges not less than 20 per cent, are reserved 
for Muhammadans. We know, Sir, wherever there is this reservation 
of ft minimum number, the ludicrous, but significant interpretation is 
that that should be the maximum number, and it is very seldom that 
any number above the minimum iB appointed. Therefore, it is on 
account of the method of recruitment, that the number of Muslim 
assistant sub-inspectors recruited is extremely small, and that being the 
case, it follows that in the sub-inspectors’ cadre also Muhammadans 
do not get the desired proportion of appointments because about half 
the number of sub-inspectors are recruited by promotion from the rank 
ef assistant sub-inspectors and the other half by direct recruitment 
as I have already said. Sir, unless this old method of direct recruit- 
ment is revised, the injustice that is being done to the Moslem com- 
munity cannot be remedied. The number of Muslim sub-inspectors 
seems to be decreasing every year. I think the attention of Govern- 
ment has not vot been drawn to the subject as I do not think it is the 
policy of Government to prevent a sufficient number of Muhammadans 
being recruited. As the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice has just said that Gov- 
** erument is considering the matter seriously so far as the Calcutta 

’ V .Police if concerned, I think that should also be the attitude of the 
'Government to far as the Bengal Police is concerned. I hope the 

u Hon’ble Member will kindly look into the matter and revise the method 
of recruitment now in rogue on the basis of an old circular which ia 
altogether unsditable to present conditions. 

The Hen’We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am glad to say that 

* there is an increase in the number of Muhammadan assistant sub* 
inspectors. In 1930, it was 381, in 1931, 415, and in 1932, 423. ftb 
* there has he*$t an increese of 42 during the last three years. I do not 
knew whether Mr. Taiuiiuddin Khan is of the opinion that the orders 
in the Police Regulations am not being carried out or whether it is 
that the percentages stated therein are too low. I could net quite , 
gather from his speech what he desires. But I would say that we aw & 
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faffing into the question generally of the recruitment of Muham- 
naadans, and this part of the problem will not be ignored, but at pro* 
sent I cannot say whether it is desirable to increase these percentage* 
for the various areas, if this is what he wants 

MMtfvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN] Yes, Sir, that is what I want. 

The Hon’We Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE] If that is what he wants, 
I promise to look inio the matter. 

Mttllvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* In view of the assurance given by 
the Hon'blo Member, I beg leave of the House to withdraw the motion. 

The motion of Muulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

Msulvi ABDU8 8AMAD: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 20,78,000 under the head “20C — District Executive Force — Pay of 
E«ttablishnient M be reduced by Us. 100 (to ventilate the grievances of 
the backward classes of the Muslim community in the mutter of appoint- 
ment in the Police service). 

Sir, by this motion I wish to raise n discussiou on the method of 
recruitment of police officers, and specially of sub-inspectors of police 
in Bengal. Now, Sir, every candidate has got to make an application 
in a prescribed form. I have got a copy of that form, and we see that 
in column 9, a candidate has to state the special qualifications by which 
is meant the services rendered by the members of his family, and in 
column 12 is to be stated the names of his relations in Government eer* 
vice now or in the post and the appointments held by ttam. In column 
13 is to be stated the names and status of persons who can testify to 
the character of the candidate and vouch for his social status. Bo, 
evidently the choice is restricted to persons of high birth and person* 
having relations with Government servants and who have a high social 
status. Now, Sir, on this point I put on unstarred question on the 
14th December, 1932, to which the Hon’ble Member gave a reply. 
The question was — is it not a fact that in thejroatter of recruitment of 
candidates for Police service and for ministerial servicmfin the civil and 
criminal courts, other qualifications being equal, preference is given to 
candidates belonging to higher status of society and having relation- 
ship with persons holding Government service, and the reply was— 
these factors are taken into consideration, but it does not follow that 
preference is always given to candidates who possess tyese qualifier* 
tions. Now, Sir, the very language shows that preference is given to 
birth and special qualifications although exceptions may he made in 
, certain cases. My submission, therefore, is that these clauses relating 
Sk to special qualifications should be expunged from the application form 
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And candidates should be chosen only by the test of their educatioaff 
qualifications, good physique and moral character, etc. ; otherwise this 
would place the backward classes of the Muhammadan commuiutvjit 
a very great disadvantage. They cannot show any high birth, nor ntgk 
connections or connections with any Government servant, nor can »*y 
prove high status. Sir, the backward classes of the Muhammadan 
community form 95 per cent, of the population, consisting of agri- 
culturists, artisans and tillers, etc. 

(At this stage the time-limit for the subject having been reached, 
the member resumed his seat.) 


The motion of Maulvi Abdus Samad was then put and lost. 

The original demand under head “26 — Police” was then put and 
agreed to. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 
(After adjournment.) 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

27— Ports And PilotAg*. 

Tho Hon'bli Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 3,72,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “27 — Ports and Pilotage.” 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FDR GRANT. 

30 — loiantiflo Deportment*. 

Tfti Ho**b4 Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 26,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “30 — Scientific Depart- 
ments.” * 

Mr. tARAT KUMAR ROY: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 26,600 under the head “30 — Scientific Department (Reserved) — 
Donations to Scientific Society” be reduced by Re. i (to urge the 
Government to withdraw the retrenchment of 20 per cent, on the 
grant to the Va&ndra Research Society of Rajshahi). 

Sir, the Varendra Research Society of Rajshahi is an institution 
ef long standing and has been aide to do a considerable amount of 
very useful work in unveiling the ancient history and antiquities of 
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Their great usefulness has times without number been teeti- 
| *by the highest authorities of this Presidency, the Archaeological 
neat and outside, the Hon’ We Education Minister and Khan 
dur Maulvi Axisul Haque and others. Since the first Governor of 
th|| r Presidency, all the successive Governors have graciously consented 
to become the patrons of the society. And the Government have been 
gracious enough to grant aids for the maintenance of its museum and 
for the pay of a Curator for the same. Sir, from the year 1932*33 
these grants have bsen reduced by 20 per cent. Sir, it is thought in 
some quarters that research societies like the Yarendra Research 
Society are luxuries and are far less in importance than institutions like 
the orphanage or rescue homes and the Like and should not, therefore, be 
taken seriously into consideration. When their claim for State aid is 
pushed. Their grnnts-in-nid, therefore, may well l>e reduced by 20 per 
cent, while reductions in other departments may not exceed 5 per cent. 

Sir, all over the world museums are regarded not as luxuries or super- 
fluities but as necessaries of a civilised life. They art* the recognised 
labora tones of liberal and higher education. Sir, you ought to remem- 
ber the saying that man cannot live by bread alone. The soul, taste 
and mind must need also be fed, and for feeding their soul, taste and 
mind they want specimens of art. 


Then, Sir, consider the importance of history in the field of educa- 
tion. Without a sound knowledge of the past you can neither man- 
age the present nor forecast the future. Then again, Sir, consider the 
importance of the study of Anthropology in the field of politics. With- 
out a sound knowledge of the institutions of mankind you cannot hope 
properly to develop or improve the existing human institutions. Sir, I 
have no time to dilute further upon the necessity of scientific research*# 
for n civilised Government. I now pray earnestly, that the Govern- 
ment will withdraw the reduction and restore the former grant to the 
society for its museum. With these few words I commend ray motion 
for the consideration of the House. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Though if this motion were put to 
the vote I should not myself be able to support #t because t do not know 
the circumstances in which the grant has been cut, but*I presume it i# 
the vital necessity under which the Government has been of reducing 
expenditure all round — yet as one interested in history and research 
into antiquity I may say a word of appreciation of what has been done 
at Rajshahi. Sir, it is many years since I was there, but in the day# 
when I was privileged to tour in Bengal, I used to spend happy 
hours in seeing what the researches there have done. It wa# the 
result in the first place of the devotion of one man to the pa»t of 
hi# nation, and secondly to his influence in inspiring others with a 
Eke interest. A nation that is not interested in its past should hi 
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ashamed of itself. But it often happens that a nation become# 
interested in its past only in an idle and sentimental way, leaving the 
actual work of discovering what has happened in the past to spe$|j! 
institutions like the universities. Here at Rajshahi we have a part 
of a community that is actively interested in discovering what happedf^l 
to the people of Bengal and the land of Bengal in bygone days. I 
think work of that kind is most useful and inspiring in this province, 
and so I say here my word of appreciation about it. 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I fully appre- 
ciate the remarks of Mr. Wordsworth and I join with him in con- 
gratulating the one gentleman referred to by Mr. Wordsworth and I 
think the Council ought to know the name of that gentleman. He 
is the mover of the resolution, Mr. Surat Kumar Roy, through whose 
activities and generous donations this institution is flourishing in 
Rajsbahi. There is no doubt that we all sympathise very much with 
the resolution that he has moved; but there is one thing I would 
like to point out. Here is the recommendation of the Retrenchment 
Committee suggesting a further cut. Government have definitely 
decided not to cut the grant any more. But it seems very difficult 
owing to financial stringency to withdraw the reduction we have already 
made, namely, 20 per cent., when we remember that societies like 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal, the Darjeeling Museum, the Victoria 
Memorial, the Dacca Museum, etc., have been similarly cut and the 
services and work done by the Asiatic Society are equally as great as 
the work done by the Yarendra Research Society. I do not think 
that in the present financial stringency it would be possible for Govern- 
ment to restore the cut of 20 per cent. But I can assure the hon’ble 
member that as soon as the financial position improves, and if wo 
see any sign of such improvement, Government will certainly 
sympathetically consider the request made by him. I would, there- 
fore, request the mover to withdraw his motion in view of the fact 
that it is very difficult to make an invidious distinction between this 
society and Other societies. 

The motion of Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy was then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. . * 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAH ASA Is Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 26,600 under the head “30A — Donations to scientific 
societies” be reduced by Rs. 100 (inadequacy of the provision). 

$ir, I moved a {similar motion last year, 'but unfortunately I 
received no sesgonse. I know my cry would be like a cry in the 
wilderness. I am sitf* the Hon’ble Mr. Nasimuddin will raise the 
usual bogey of financial stringency. But that would not deter me 
from advocating the justice of the claim for adequate provisions for 
kerned societies of Bengal like the Asiatic Society of Bengal and 
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the Varendra Research Society of R&jsh&hi* The gTants wltioh were 

formerly given were too insignificant for the purpose and further reduc- 
tion would certainly be moat cruel. Our Education Minister is a highly 
educated gentleman and I fail to understand how he has countenanced 
retrenchments in these moat useful institutions. I should call thia 
false economy. A few hundred rupees is nothing to Government. 1 
should once again appeal to him not to starve the intellect of thw 
nation by reducing the grants. When the 10 per cent, cut was enforced 
last year, exception* should have been made in the case of these 
institutions. Now that 5 per cent, cuts have been restored to thw 
salaries of Government servants. I hope the question of restoration of 
the full grant to these institutions should be reconsidered. 1 hope 
my appeal will not go in vain. If the Public Exchequer fail to provide 
funds, I hope the difference is not such a huge amount as to bo 
beyond the means of the Hon’ hie Minister for Education to muhe it 
up from his own funds. This would undoubtedly enhance his reputa- 
tion as a jwtron of learning. It will not he a permanent charge ou 
him. As soon ns finances improve, he will be absolved from all 
liability of further payments. My friend Mr. Shauti Shekhareswur 
Ray wanted to make it obligatory to set apart a portion of the salary 
for Ministers for charitable purposes, but I want to make it only ft 
voluntary one. With these words, I commend my motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 would like to say only 
one word in connection with what Itai Mahasai has said. I put it to 
Rai Mahasai whether he cannot forego 10 per cent, of his income iron® 
Bansberia and contribute towards these societies. • 


Mr. H. R. WILKINSON: Sir, I have very few words to add to 
what the Hon’ble Minister has said in relation to the Varendra 
Research Society as his remarks apply equally to the other societies 
with which the Rai Mahasai has dealt. I would, however, draw 
attention to paragraph 371 of the Retrenchment Committee’ report irr 
which they recommended further reductions winch* would have brought 
the present grant down by Rs. 2,780. I am glad that the Hon’ble 
Minister has succeeded in persuading the Government not to accept 
this recommendation and the demand stands without the further cut 
proposed by the Retrenchment Committee. I hope in these circum- 
stances the Rai Mahasai will withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of 
t bo House, withdrawn. 

The original demand under heed ”30 — Scientific Departments” was 
then pvt and agreed to. 
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DEMAND FOR CRANTT 

31— Education (Reemred). 

The Hon’ble Mr. d. A. WOODHlEAD*. On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 10,43,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head ‘‘31 — Education (Reserved)”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

31 — Education (Trantfcrred). 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
4)f Rs. 1,07,06,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”31 — 
Education (Transferred)”. 

Sir, in introducing this grant I would like to draw the attention 
-of the members to one or two important features in the budget this 
year. It has got to be acknowledged that Education is a department 
the activities of which depend largely on grants from Government 
to the various educational institutions. Unfortunately owing to 
financial stringency we have been compelled to carry on the 10 per cent, 
cut which was imposed last year on secondary schools for boys’ educa- 
tion and also the 10 per cent, cut in the grants that are made to the 
colleges. We have been able to keep out of the reduction as much 
as possible. We huve as a matter of fact not made any reduction 
irhntsoever in the grants that have been made to primary schools and 
to the schools for girls and also to the educational institutions that 
cater for Moslem education, like the i nufoabs and madrasahs. 
Similarly the grants to the toh have not been cut at all. I very very 
much regret the necessity under which Government have not been 
able to provide in this year’s budget the sum of Rs. 1,29,000 which 
used to be paid through the University to the colleges as a sort of 
capital grant for libraries, and chemicals and other things for labora- 
tories and also for equipment of physical education. 

f 

Mr. PRMlbtNTi Will you be very long, it is already 7 o’clock? 

IDt Htt’bU Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDINt 1 am afraid I shall 
be a bit long. 

Mr. PRCilDENT: I must then adjourn the Council. 


The Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m., on Saturday, the 
25th March, 1933, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council HUM Wed undet 
the provisions of the Government of India Adi. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 25th March, 1933, at 10-30 a.iu. 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuei, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 92 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghren) 

Agricultural education in middle English schools in the provinoe. 

•75. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR BAHAMA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
what steps have been taken by the Government — 

(i) to impart agricultural education in the middle English schools 
of the province; 

(it) to encourage female education in the district and town of Ban- 
kura; and 

(iit) to improve primary education in the rural areas of the Bankura 
district? 

(b) What pecuniary help has been given or has been promised to 
the school for girls at Kalitala in Bankura townP 

* 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon* We 
Mr. Khwajc Naahnudtfin): (a) ( i ) Provision has been made for 
imparting agricultural education in 30 middle English schools. 

(it) Recurring grants are being sanctioned by the Inspectress of 
Schools, Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, for the maintenance of 
secondary and primary schools for girls out of the allotments placed at 
her disposal. 

*' (m) Government have sanctioned Eve Biss Primary Schools in rural 
areas in the district of Bankura at a total cost of Re. 2,340, half of 
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which is met from provincial revenues, government also meet the 
entire cost of maintenance of 86 Board OfPanchayati Union School®, 
amounting to Rs. 11,961 per annum. Further there were more than 
1,073 primary schools during the year 1931-32 receiving Rs. 50,193 
from provincial revenues. 

( b ) The Hindu Girls’ School at Kalitala in the town of Banfcura 
is a primary school, which is in receipt of a recurring grant of Rs. 65 
a month from the department. 

Mu BATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many of the middle English schools in which 
agricultural education is being imparted are in the district of BankuraP 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

MiUfvi EYED MAJID BAK8H : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what sort of agricultural education, theoretical and practical, is 
imparted in these schools? 

Tht Hon 1 Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It is based on a 
scheme which has been approved by the Education Department. 


Price of poddy it Chittagong. 

‘76. R«i Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department aware that paddy is 
being sold at 4 aris per rupee in Chittagong? 

( b ) Do the Government contemplate reconsidering the assessment 
and realisation M cesses, assessed on the money value of paddy P 

MEMBER in ohargt of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Sir Preveeh Cftundor Mitter): (a) No. According to the fortnightly 
prices current returns the wholesale price of paddy at Chittagong wee 
rupee one and annas six per maund in the second half of February, 
1933, 2*18 ari* per rupee. 

(b) No. The assessment of cess is not based on the money value of 
paddy. t 

Mittlvi BY ID MAJID BAKBH: Will the Hon’ble Member bo 
pleased to state upon what the assessment was bated P * 
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III Mon'M* Mr PROVMH CHUNOER MITTEN: Th« whol« 

things was recently discus«e<f*Very fullv and I have nothing further to 
add* 

Mitilvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: I have got a very bad memory, 
Sir. Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to repeat what he said? 

Tht Hon'We Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: I would ask 

the Hon’ble Member^to read my speech. 


SrttlovMnt of khas mahal areas in the Midnaporo district. 

•77t Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state- - 

(i) when the revenue of the kha.> mahal areas iu the district of Mid- 
napore was settled on the last occasion and when the next 
settlement operations were legally due in the aforesaid areas; 

and 

(it) whether it is a fact that the recent settlement operations in the 
said areas have been undertaken to settle the land revenue 
of those places? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, is it the intention 
of the Government to enhance the rents of the tenants of every class? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the present economic distress 

in the country as well as 1 he heavy fall in the prices of the staple food 
crops P # 

(<f) What led the Government to select the present time instead of 
the time when the prices of food stuffs were much higher P 

(e) What is the estimated cost of such settlement operations (and 
from whom is it to be realised)? 

( f ) Are the Government considering the desirability of postponing 
the settlement operations in the district of Midnapore during the pre- 
seat economic distress? 

TN Hon’ble fir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER t (a) (t) The 

settlement of most of the areas now under settlement operations was 
completed in 1911 and expired in 1931 . The settlement of the remain- 
ing area either already expired or will expire in or before 1936 . 

<»*) Tee, • 

(h) Each case will be considered on its own merits. 

W ifi) 

See answer to (a) (t). 
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(e) Rs. 4,77,000. Government will bear the whole cost. 

(/) No. There is no reason for postponing the resettlements. The 
question whether any temporary remission should be given owing to 
economic distress will depend on circumstances existing at the time 
when the new rents come into force. 

* m 

Mr. R. HAITI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state, 
with reference to (it) (a), in what areas settlement operations expired 
in 1931 and in what areag they will expire before 1936; also when did 
the operations begin in these areas ? 

Tht Hoo'ble lir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTER: Various parts 

of the country have begun in various periods ; I want, however, notice 
of this question. 

Mtulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to (e), will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the cost of operations will 
be recovered from the holders of tenure-holdings? 

Thi Hoft’Ws Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: As regards 

Government land Government pay the entire cost. 

Mr. R. MAITI: Does the Hon’ble Member think that in these days 
of ecouomic distress, it is desirable that Government should spend so 
much money? 

Tht Hon’M* Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yes. It is 
desirable because it will increase the revenue. The question of 
economic distress will be taken into consideration in connection with^ 
immediate hardship, if any, due to increase of rent for a particular 
year. 

High EngUth tobaoto in the Myrnmingh district 

, < 

•78. Mauls! NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJIl Will the Hobble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing separately, subdivision by subdivision, 
and with the names of schools — 

(t) the total number of high English schools in the Kymenaingh 
district including all the privately-managed schools, both 
aided and unaided ; 

„ • ^ j i 

(as) the total number of Hindu and Muslim students in eecVtuck 
school; and *' ' 
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|fij$) the total number of students belonging to the “Depressed 
Classes’’ si defined by Government, mentioning the parti* 
eular (depressed) class to which the student or students may 
belong in each such school? 

Tha Htn’bto Mr. KHWAM NAXIMUDDINl A statement is placed 
Uff the library table. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Retiring of senior offloon in the Iduootien Deportment 

M. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis* 
ter in charge of the Education Department l>e pleased to state whether 
the recommendations of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee of 1932 
contained in paragraph 441, Chapter XXVIII, on the subject of retir- 
ing of senior officers with a view to effect retrenchments in the Educa- 
tion Department have been accepted? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of giving effect to that recommendation? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stute whether such list contains the names of 
“senior men who have lost all interest or capacity for the work” or off 
such officers ‘‘who have earned their full pensions nnd whose retention 
is not essential in the public interest”? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, whether any 
such list has been called for and received from the Principal, Presidency 
College, regarding officers serving in that College? 

(e) If the answer to ( d ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble' 
Minister be pleased to state whether the lists contain the name of the 
Head Clerk of the Presidency College? 

r Tim Han’Wa Mr. KHWAdA NAZI MUD© IN; (a) and ( b ) The 

recommendations are under consideration. * 

(c) and (d) There is no list before Government at present, hut the 
Director of Public Instruction has asked for the opinions of his local 
officers and has received an answer from the Principal of the Presidency 
1 College. 

(e) The Principal’s recommendations are confidential. * 

•Omp BPMht Mantel AZIZUL HAQUU Will the fion’bla * 
r Minister be pleased to state as to how long he will take to some to » 
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definite conclusion regarding the recommendations of the Retrench- 
ment Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: There is a large 

number of files in connection with this; as soon as the session is over 
.we will give our attention to them. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAKIH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what specific recommendations with reference to the 
Presidency College made by the Retrenchment Committee have been 
accepted ? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is it a fact that the post of 
•Steward in the Presidency College has been recommended to be 
^abolished by the Retrenchment Committee? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, they have 
* recommended it. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKIH: Has that recommendation been 
given effect toP 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. KH WAJA NAZIMUDDIN : It has been acceded, 
t think. 

Cartifloata oasaa in tha Natkhaii khaa mahal. 

87. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’bie 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
certificate cases in the Noakhali khas mahal have abnormally increased 
-during the years 193142 nnd 1932-33 (up to 31st January) as com- 
pared with those in the previous two years? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons? 

(c) Have the Government taken any steps to ascertain the reasons 
-of such rise, if any? 

(d) Is it a fact that the increase is due to the fall in price of ag*v 
.cultural products and failure of crops within khas mahal areas? J 1 

(s) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, what steps do the 
XJovernmeat prDpose taking to relieve the tenants? u 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of suspending 
collection of rents till the economic condition of the agriculturists 
i; improves? 
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lit MmWi Sir PROVAIH OHUNDfR MITT I Si («) Than tof., 

been in increase of about 50 per cent. 

(5), (c) and (d) The local officers, who have been consulted, report 
that the increase is due partly to the low price of agricultural produce 
and partly to an increase in the khas m&hal area. There was no 
failure of crops except in a small area of about 1 square mile in eetatf 
Burir Char where failure occurred both last year and this year. 

(*) Total remission of rent for that area of 1 square mile in Burir J 
Char was granted las*t year and a similar remission proposal is being 
made by the local officers this year also. 

In consideration of the present economic depression it has been 
ordered that no interest should be charged for arrears of rent of 1337 
and 1338 B.S., if paid amicably, and that interest should be charged 
at half the legal rates for arrears of rent of previous years. No certi- 
ficate has been filed vet for tenancies in arrears for 1338 B.S. only. 

if) No. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Are the Government ready to grant 
some sort of remission in cases of distress ? 

Tha Hoft’Me Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTCRi I have not 

said that Government were ready to grant some sort of remission, but 
if a suitable case is made out we are prepared to consider remission. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: If a suitable case is made out 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. It is 
hypothetical. 


PrpMOUtions under tha Indian Registration Act in tho district of 
24-Parganas. 

BS. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN : (a) Will the Hon ble 
Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of prosecu- 
tions instituted under section 82(a), ( h ) and (c) ot thif Indian Regis- 
tration Act XVI of 1908 by the Sub-Registrars of the district of the 
24-Parganas during the years 1928, 1929, 1930 and 1931 with the 
result* of snch prosecutions? 

"If b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the 
officers who instituted snch prosecutions and the names of # the offices to 
which they relate? 

( o ) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the 
recognition of the services of prosecuting officers depends on the success 
or otherwise of their cases? 
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Tht Hen’btt Mr. KHWAdA NAIIMUQ01N: (a) A statement i 

laid on the table. 

(6) The two cases of 1928 and one case of 1931 were instituted bi 
Maulvi Abul Hasan Chaudhury as Sub-Registrar of Haroa an< 
Hashnabad respectively. 

The other case in 1931 was instituted by Maulvi Majibar Rahman 
Sub-Registrar of Budge Budge. 

(c) Good work in bringing to justice any one who commits an offence 
under the Indian Registration Act, as well as good work in other spherei 
of a Sub-Registrar's duties, is taken into account when an officer’i 
promotion is under consideration. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unetarred question No. 68 (a). 


Year. 

Number of 
prosecutions. 

Section of the 
Indian Regis- 
tration Act 
under which 
prosecuted. 

Results. 

1928 

2 

82 (c) 

(1) One person wag tried 

and sentenced to im- 
prisonment for one 
day and to pay a 
fine of Rs. 20. 

(2) Two persons were tried, 

Both were bound down 
under section 662, 
Criminal Procedure 
Code, for one year for 
the sum of Re. 20C 
each. 

1929 

m 

.... 


1980 

Nil 

.... 


1931 

2 

1 

i v 

i 

! 82 (a) 

(1) One person was tried 

and sentenced to pay 
a fine of Ra. 50, in 
default to undergo 
one month's rigorous 
imprisonment. 

(2) Two persona were tried 

and both acquitted. 
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Omit and muhanirt of the ftagistrattais ofRoaa III tfca dfetrfet of 
24-Parganaa. 

at. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: <«)Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing* the number of clerks and 
muharrirs of the Registration offices in the district of the 24-Porgunai, 
and how many of these posts are held by Muhammadans? 

(b) Will the Hoft’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fart that no Muhammadan has ever been appointed as the Head Clerk 
of the Sadar Registration Office at Alipore, 24-Parganas? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the negative, will the Hon'bla 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’bie Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The total sanc- 
tioned strength is 86, but there are five vacancies at present. Twenty- 
six of the posts are held by Muhammadans and three of the vacancies 
will be filled by members of that community. 

ib) So far as can be gathered from the records available, no Muham- 
madan has ever been appointed Head Clerk of the Sadar Registration 
Office. 

(/•) Recausa so far there have not been suitable Muhammadans of 
sufficient seniority in the office. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

31 — Education (Transferred). 

The HonMMe Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The Council is 
aware of the Government’s decision that only urgent and essential new 
expenditure can be provided in the budget. We have, therefore, been 
able to provide for the following new items of expenditure:— 

(1) Rs. 1,224 for the appointment of three teachers of Arabic, 

Persian, etc., for Government gdrls', schools at Dacca, 
Mymensiogh and Comilla. 

(2) Rs. 9,820 plus Rs. 65,000 as loan for the partial functioning 

of the Primary Education Act. 

(3) Rs. 20,835 for physical education for boys in schools and 

madrasahs. 

(4) R». 3,000 for School Health Inspector}*, Calcutta. 

(5) Rs. 2,000 for the travelling allowance to member* of the 

Central Organisation and the Council of the Calcutta 
Sanskrit Association. 
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I do not like to take the time of the Council by giving the details of 
the new items of expenditure which are mostly self-evident. I would 
only try as briefly as possible to give some idea to the House about the 
partial functioning of the Primary Education Act and the grant for 
physical education and the physical training centre. I have already, 
in answer to questions in this House, explained that Government 
are very anxious to enforce the Primary Education Act but owing to 
circumstances beyond their control they have not been able to do ao. 
To prevent the Act from becoming a dead letter, we decided to enforce 
some of the provisions of the Act, the activities under which will not 
necessarily require the imposition of the cess. I will now try to give 
the Council some idea of what we propose to achieve under the scheme 
for which this additional money is required to be sanctioned by the 
Council. 

We propose to establish the District School Boards in the eight 
districts where the District Boards have agreed to hand over the con- 
trol of primary education to the District School Boards and also to 
contribute the amount which they have been spending on primary 


education from the District Board funds. 
Boards are — 

The names of the District 

1. Murshidabad. 

5. 

Chittagong. 

2. Birbhum. 

(>. 

Noakhali. 

3. Pabna. 

7. 

Mymcnsingh. 

4. Dinajpur. 

8. 

Barisal. 


I would like to take this occasion to express the thanks of Govern- 
ment to the a'hove District Boards for the public spirit they have 
shown in coming forward to co-operate with Government in the partial 
enforcement of the Primary Education Act. They deserve to be con- 
gratulated because they have sacrificed their right to control primary 
education in the hope that the enforcement of the Primary Education 
Act will be facilitated in their districts. T T uder the scheme proposed 
by Government, District Boards will be established in the eight 
districts name(J above ai>d the District School Boards will take over the 
charge of looking after the primary education from the District Boards. 
The present Government grant together with the money spent by the 
District Boards will be tbe fund from which the existing primary 
schools will, as far as possible, be maintained. The question arises — 
what do the Government hope to gain by the change. The answer is 
that the firs and foremost duty of the District School Board will be to 
survey the area ijr the district and have maps prepared and try to 
locate the schools on the map in such a way that the whole district is 
covered with schools and all the boys of school-going age will be 
able to attend one of these schools from a distance of two miles at tbe 
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mnat. This work will take at least a year or a year and a half and it in 
hoped that by that time and at the most in two years’ time the econo* 
mic condition will improve so much as to enable Government to impose 
the oess. But supposing it did not, even then the labour will not be 
lost because as soon as cess is imposed these District Boards which have 
got schemes ready will be the first to get going after the imposition of 
cess whereas other districts will have to wait a year and a half at least 
before they can start in earnest work under the Primary Education 
Act. 

» 

The second advantage that will accrue to the eight District Boards 
is that the District School Boards will be devoting their entire time and 
energy on primary education on the basis of a definite policy and well- 
thought-out plan. At the present time owing to the dual control of 
Inspectors and District Boards primary education in the districts is 
apt to be nobody's affair, not being directed on any definite policy or 
aim. I visualise that these District School Boards will try to 
redistribute the existing schools on a more equitable basis and will 
be able to provide for the education of a larger number of boys than 
they are at present. My ground for this expectation is based on the 
fact that at present there are more than one primary schools in certain 
localities where one can accommodate all the boys of school-going age. 
It is possible to amalgamate the existing schools in those areas where 
more than one or two is not necessary and the money thus saved can 
be utilised in starting new schools in those areas where none exists. 

We are finding some difficulty in introducing the partial scheme. 
As the Act was meant to be enforced as a whole it is obvious that the 
partial introduction may bring about complications and may even 
necessitate the introduction of u very small amending bill. It is my 
duty to tell the House also that in the partial sehttoe the Central 
Primary Education Committee will not be established. 

The Special Officer, Dr. Jenkins, has been entrusted with this very 
important work because he is considered to be one of the best officers in 
the Education Department and it is very necessary that at the start we 
should have the sendees of one of the ablest men in the service so that 
the foundation is properly laid. Apart from the fact that the detailed 
rules will have to be laid down for the election of various representa- 
tive persons required under the Act, there are other important details 
which require very careful attention. Besides, Dr. Jenkins studied the 
question of religious instruction in primary schools in Denmark and 
Germany. The success of this scheme will largely depend on the 
whole-hearted co-operation of the District Boards in the matter of grants 
from their funds to the District School Boards and I am ♦ure that they 
will not fail us having given their word. 

The Council will be glad to learn that Government started as an 
experimental measure a physical training centre during the current 
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year tor the purpose of turning out trained physical instructors. In 
the past men from Bengal had to be sent to Madras for receding 
physical training. The school has been in existence for 9 months and 
I recently presided at a demonstration given by the students of physical 
exercises and small area games. All of us who were present were 
struck by the great improvement in the physique of the students in the 
nine months’ time and the demonstration of physical exercises leads us 
to believe that the successful students of the schools will be able to 
direct physical education in schools and colleges on modern and 
scientific lines. I consider the experiment to be a complete success 
and great credit is due to Mr. Buchanan, the Director of Physical 
Education. 

We have provided Us. 25,000 in this year’s budget for physical 
education — out of this sum the training centre will cost something 
from Rs. 13,000 to Rs. 15,000 and a sum of Rs. 7,000 will be spent on 
direct grants to non-Government secondary schools and the balance 
will be spent on non-Government madrasahs, guru training schools and 
inspection. 

Mtlllvi HA8SAN ALI: I move that the demand of Rs. 5,00,251 
under the head “31A — Education (Transferred) — University — Grants 
to University — Calcutta University” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the country's demand for permission by the University to 
allow co-education of girl students in the existing high English schools 
and also to discuss the inadequate policy of the University of recently 
allowing some schools morning classes only for girls). 

Mr. 8. M. B08E* Sir, should not this motion come under the 
head ”31-B” wjhich deals with high schools? 

The Hoft’blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: May I explain, Sir? 
I think it is in its proper place, because secondary education is con- 
trolled by the University. Therefore its cut is to be treated as 
a University out. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are vou satisfied Mr. Bose? 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: Yes, Sir 

Mtlllvi HA88AH ALI: Sir, in this motion I do not want to enter 
into any academic discussion. I am not an educational psycho* 
logist, nor am <1 a medical psychologist, and therefore I do not 
hold any defifcite opinion as to what would be the effect of our notion 
if we allow boys and girls— girls at least ten years of ago — to be 
educated in the same school. But what I should like to stato is this: 
that people of the country anyhow feel that girls who hare paaeed the 
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middle English examination should not sit idle, but should be waft to 
the.existing high English schools to receive education along with boys* 
Public opinion in this matter is every day gaining ground in our 
country. I believe this is due to three causes: First, there is a grow- 
ing consciousness among the people of the country about the need of 
education of our womenfolk ; secondly, there is paucity of high English 
schools in the country, especially in the mufatsal; and, thirdly, there 
is the general economic depression in the country. In the mufa*»al t 
Sir, there are very few high English schools for girls. The guardians 
of the girls feel that,* after their girls have passed the middle English 
examination, they should not sit idle for want of educational facilities. 
So, as there are no sufficient number of high English schools in the 
mufamtl , it is but quite natural for guardians to think that their girls 
should be educated along with hoys in the same high English school. 
Sir, I think that this is a problem in the country and I should like to 
substantiate it by the fact that already some schools in the mvfaatal 
have applied to the University for permission to educate girls in the 
high English schools for hoys, for instance the Ralurghat High 
School, and I believe also a school in Faridpur. The University have 
given permission to some of the schools. What I mean to say is that 
the policy of the University is inadequate in this respect. The Univer- 
sity have allowed some schools to hold morning classes for the girls. 
By doing this the University have in a half-hearted manner recognised 
the principle of co-education. It should have done so in a whole- 
hearted manner, because there is great disadvantage in holding morn- 
ing <*lasses. The teachers who will not be paid any additional salary 
for teaching the girls in the morning are naturally reluctant to hold 
morning clusses. People, therefore, desire that the University should 
revise the policy and allow the boys and girls to sit together at the 
same time. I do not exactly know' what would be the opinion of the 
country, generally on this matter, but I am sure, Sir, that at present 
we do not find any objection to both men and women sitting together 
in the cinemas, theatres and other public places. A few months henoe 
we shall probably see here sitting together men and women for the 
purpose of legislating. I, therefore, do not see any reason why the % 
girls should not sit together with the boys for receiving education. 
With these few words I commend my motion \o the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. NARINDRA KUMAR BASUs Sir, I beg to oppose this 

motion. I think that Mr. Hassan Ali is not interpreting the views of 
the public of Bengal in this matter, so far as I am able to gather. In 
my opinion and in the opinion of the older men — 1 do not know about 
the young men— co-education beyood the stage of primary education 
is not proper, specially in this country. I am sure my friend, 
Mr. Hassan Ali, is not aware of the evils of co-education in other 




m 


DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. 


[25th Mai., 


countries. If he were, he would not be so eager to have co-education 
in this country. Sir, one doee not want to sound any note of warning 
or of danger in this matter, but if one has to be true to his feelings and 
principles, one has got to say that the pace about co-working of men 
and women in Bengal especially is being rather forced. We have 
heard of men and women going together for picketing in the non-co- 
operation days, and we have heard of the evil results in some cases. 
So far as co-education in secondary schools is concerned, one has got 
to remember that the boys and girls in and after the adolescent stage 
will have to sit together during most of the day without any real 
proper supervision, which I understand is rather Jacking in these days 
of large classes and of non-boarding schools. I should think, Sir, that 
it is not proper in the present stage of the development of this so-called 
civilisation in this country to have this co-education. 

Mr. tYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I would like to 
explain to the House the attitude which has been taken by the Univer- 
sity with regard to this question, because the mover of the motion has 
made it clear that he refers in this case to the decision of the Syndicate 
of the Calcutta University. I am concerned only with regard to co- 
education in schools. I am, therefore, not going to enter into a dis- 
cussion of the larger question to which my friend, Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Basu, has just referred. I shall confine myself to the question 
of co-education in high schools in Bengal. We had decided a few 
years ago that in the high schools, hoys and girls might he permitted 
to read together up to the age of 10, hut girls above 10 years of age 
should not be permitted to read in the same school along with the 
boys. That was the decision of the University arrived at a few years 
ago. Last year we received several applications from schools in the 
mvfassal asking for permission to allow girls to be admitted in the 
same schools with boys although they were above 10 years of age. 
The matter was discussed in detail and there was a good deal of 
difference of opinion among the members of the University. At one 
stage we thought that the question might perhaps he left to the dis- 
cretion of the managing committee of the school provided certain 
conditions were fulfilled. First, the managing committee must agree, 
practically unanimously, that such a course was desirable; secondly, 
that public opinion in the locality should support such a decision, and 
thirdly, proper safeguards are taken by the authorities of the school. 
At one stage of the discussion last year we practically decided that we 
should proceed on those lines. Then we received objections from 
various persons and bodies, saying that the University should not 
allow co-ed oration beyond the age of 10. So, after a good deal of 
discussion we decided a few days ago that co-education should not bo 
encouraged in any school beyond the age of 10. We said that it wa» 
open to the authorities of schools to make special arrangements for the 
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education of girls by having separate classes in the morning for the 
girls. There is one aspect of the question to which I shall make 
a special reference. Mr. Hassan Ali seems to complain that this might 
result in retarding the progress of education of girls. Nothing of the 
sort. Under the University Regulations the girls need not read in 
high schools for appearing at the Matriculation examination ; they can 
do so by studying at home. This applies to the higher examina- 
tions as well. For these reasons I think that the decision of the 
University will in no way affect the promotion of education of girls in 
this province. I f&l, Sir, that this is a difficult and delicate matter 
and we ought to proceed cautiously. Perhaps after a year or two we 
shall he able to know what the actual position is. If we ultimately 
find that public opinion really demands that boys and girls should read 
together even in schools, the matter may he reconsidered at a later 
stage, hut ut present we had better leave things as they are. 

KHtn Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, I am in 
entire agreement with Mr. Nareudra Kumar Basu in opposing this 
motion. As far ns my community is concerned, it will never agree- 
to the proposal which has been made by Maulvi Hassan Ali about 
educating girls and hoys together in the same school. The University 
has agreed to girls under ten years of age reading in the same school 
with hoys. Even there, I think, we are treading on dangerous ground. 
It is not necessary for improving female education that we should 
devise this course. If there is a definite demand for girls' education in 
any particular area, the proper thing would he to have a girls’ school, 
and if for financial reasons it cannot he done, I think, the other altern- 
ative is to hold morning schools for girls. I do not know what 
justification Mr. Hassan Ali has for saying that (here is a public 
demand in this matter. As far as I know, and as far as our own com- 
munity and our religion are concerned, we the Moslems must to a man 
oppose co-education of grown-up girls with hoys. We do not wish to 
bring hack the days of I^aila-Majnu to our schools, and the extremely 
bad results which might follow from such associations I cannot under- 
estimate. With these words I oppose the motion. 

# * » 

Mr* W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, I find myself in entire agree- 
ment with Mr. Hassan Ali, though I am a member of the school com- 
mittee of the University of Calcutta which applies the policy that he 
and I condemn. There is no inconsistency there. Policy is the 
resultant of varying views. We press our views and after a decision 
is taken we apply that policy. I would gladly see this policy changed, , 
An Englishman speaking on social customs and social manners in 
Bengal must be diffident, and there are many things that I have never 
yet understood. In the days when I toured the villages (and no man 
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wa b happier than myself to leave the town for the bamboos and palms 
and mud of the villages), I used to see little girls and boys playing 
happily round the tanks, as innocent of clothing and as ignorant of its 
functions as our first parents before the Fall, and the neighbours looked 
on approvingly. But occasionally a ruthless hand would take these 
little ones, clothe them from neck to knee and put them in the village 
patshala. . . . Then there would be shrieks about the impropriety of 
boys and girls sitting together on the same bench or the same floor to 
read their little books. 

I gather that some towns to-day are equally shrieking about the 
impropriety of boys and girls going to school together. My view is 
that the University should not have assumed the responsibility of 
making any one law for the whole of this province. Rome places want 
this co-education, and others object to it. Why should it not have 
been left to loeul opinion; why should it not remain a matter of local 
option, the school authorities in each case deciding the question for 
themselves according to their reading of local sentiment? The only 
explanation I can offer why the University was forced into passing a 
comprehensive rule was that school authorities shrank from the moral 
responsibility of making this decision for themselves, of interpreting 
local opinion for themselves, and wanted some hard aud fast rule of 
the University to point to in a difficult situation. I think this is a 
mistake. It is a matter on which the locality should decide for itself. 
Opinion varies, and ' opinion changes, and the opinion of a locality 
to-day may not be its opinion a few years hence. But the question 
must he considered from two separate points of view. There is first of 
all the economic consideration. This is a poor country, and it is as 
necessary for education as for everything else that resources in teach- 
ing powers, sclwol accommodation aud all else, should be made to go 
as far as possible. There is another consideration. Is it educationally 
right? Is it psyoologieally right for l>oys and girls, little boys and 
girls, young men and women, to sit together on the same benches at 
their studies for hours a day ? Here I remind myself that in Calcutta 
and perhaps elsewhere we have the phenomenon of Bengali girls going 
in large uumbers to men’s colleges, aud I am told that the men's 
colleges are at the .monent really more popular with the girls of 
Calcutta than tta colleges that have been set apart for them. 

I speak with very little recent knowledge of the circumstances of 
the towns of Bengal, but I do see that co-education would enable a 
email town to run a good competent school which perhaps it might 
not be possible* to do otherwise, or enable it to give its girls a good 
education which it cannot give otherwise. There is another coa- 
•ideration, that it will accustom the young Bengali boy to realise that 
there may be some one finer and more capable than himself in the 
world, and that is his sister. This is an experience that haa been 
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discovered again and again in co-education in England. After all, 
this Cbuncil will itself hare to learn the truth soon. We are to Have 
in the next stage of our development half a dozen ladies in this House, 
and I think only the very inexperienced will imagiue that 244 men or 
so will be able to hold their own in argument with half a dozen ladies. 
Let this lesson be learnt early. 

Now, may I point out that this system of co-education is followed 
by some in England for two reasons. One, because of economic 
necessity. Village schools and small towns have schools for boys and 
girls together. But also there are certain well-known public schools 
in the country where hoys and girls are educated together until the 
age of 1ft, and this in deliberate pursuit of an educational belief. I 
should say that most people consider this to be educationally unsound, 
but there is sufficient approval to enable several very competent 
public schools, schools of great repute, to be maintained generation 
after generation. Many of my own friends are enthusiastic about this, 
although I have to admit that the most enthusiastic of them are those 
who have no children. You may know the story of the father whose 
boy at one of these schools came home with a very bad report, well 
down towards the bottom of his form, every girl above him. The 
father in disgust commented upon his allowing himself to be passed 
by “mere girls.” To which the bov replied: “Girls don’t seem to 
be nearly so mere now as they used to be.” I think that is the way 
in which we must interpret things in this province. The Bengali 
girl, so far as I am able to estimate her, is in education a much more 
competent girl than she was 20 years ago. In any case, why not 
allow this co-education to be a feature of our educational system in 
places wdiere local opinion approves? It will help us ip our economic 
need, and it will also help to introduce some variety into our educa- 
tion. We all know that one of the worst features of our educational 
system is that there is far too little variety, and that by years or 
generations of unflinching routine we have reduced our education to 
aomething that is very near stagnation. 

Hr. P. N. CUHAs Mr. President, Sir, it was on 4 y a couple of 
days back that in connection with a debate on the grants of the 
Registration Department that my friend Mr. Nazimuddin called me a 
prehistoric man. When coming here this morning with the intention 
of opposing the motion of Mr. Hassan Ali I thought that I would be 
placed in the same category once again. I am, however, relieved to 
find that friends much younger than myself such as Sr . Narendra 
Kumar Basu and Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin have opposed the* 
resolution. Sir, many of you are aware that I am a poor mail* * 
absolutely innocent of University education. I have had nothing 
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to do with the University in my life but under the peculiar dispensa- 
tion of the Providence I am now compelled to take some interest in 
University education. My children are going up for University educe* 
tion and as a matter of course I am taking some interest in it. Furthe3£' 
I have established a high English school in my native village and I had: 
to be in touch with the University in connection with several matters 
connected with it. Sir, only a few days ago I received a letter from 
the head-master of my school requesting me to seek permission of the 
University to admit some girls into the school. Thereafter I gave much 
thought over the question of co-education and I have formed the 
definite opinion that such education is positively injurious both to the 
boys and girls. 

Sir, those who have been supporting co-education, have been 
doing so on the strength of the example of the western countries, as 
my chief Mr. Wordsworth has been doing just now. Our greatest 
misfortune is that our English friends and the enthusiastic reformers 
of our own country want to transplant everything Western, parti- 
cularly everything English into the soil of India without taking any 
care to examine if the soil of this country is suitable for the growth 
of oak. I am sure that the points of view put forward by Mr. Words- 
worth are fully applicable to the conditions prevailing in his own 
country but I maintain, Sir, that they are not so to the conditions of 
Bengal. In tracing the history of co-education we are to go hack 
about 30 or 35 years. The idea first came, I think, into the brain of 
the late Dr. P. K. Pay who sent his daughter to the Presidency 
College after she had passed the Entrance Examination. Miss Roy, 
as she then was — now’ Mrs. Mukerjee — was accompanied by another 
Miss Roy, subsequently Mrs. R. C. Bonnerjee, a daughter of the late 
Mr. R. N. Ro$\ These two ladies first went to receive education in 
a men’s college. Those two ladies were our contemporaries and after 
them no one ever thought of co-education. 

Sir, Mr. Hassan Ali has said that there is a great demand for 
co-ediucation. I have no doubt there is but that is no reason why the 
University should allow it. The danger of allowing grown up girls to 
mix with grown up boy^ freely is so obvious, not only from the moral 
point of view, 'but from various other points, that the country should 
oppose it very strongly. Sir, it has been said that co-education is 
necessary from the ecomonic point of view. This is a theory which 
will not bear a moment's scrutiny. I for my life cannot understand 
why different schools for girls and boys cannot be run in the same 
locality with economy. If there are 20 or 30 girls in a locality willing 
to receive good school education, ways and means can certainly he 
found to establish a girls’ school there. Or the teachers of a high 
school can easily teach the girls in the mornings in a separate house. 
The matter is, as Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu has said, so delicate that 
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yt isiftdeed difficult for one to dilate on its manifold arils. There are 
40 maay bad sides of the question that it should be opposed. 

■H# Sir, I also very strongly oppose the second part of Mr. Hassan 
Ali’s resolution which enjoins the University to allow morning classes 
'lo be opened for girls in men’s colleges. I do so particularly from 
the view point of health. Sir, girls attending men’s colleges are to go 
to their classes at 6 and they finish at 11 in the morning. That is 
simply dangerous from the health point of view, for the simple reason 
that these girls are* to go on absolutely without any food for long 
morning hours. Sir, one of my daughters has been attending the 
morning classes of the college of Mr. Syamuprosad Mookerjee for the 
last two years and her health has considerably deteriorated. 
There are other objections as well. Girls who attend morning classes 
and remain in the college house till 11 a.m., generally come in contact 
with young men who begin to come in from 10 a.m. They therefore 
get ample opportunities of knowing each other. The result is not a 
very happy one. For obvious reasons I cannot go into the matter 
further. I strongly oppose the resolution. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA* As one who has been 
co-educated and as one who has children who are being co-educated, 
I must enter ray most emphatic protest against the vague and 
mysterious insinuations which have emanated from some of the 
speakers with regard to the evils of co-education in existence. Sir, 
I have had personal knowledge of what co-education means. 
Mr. Guha gave an entirely wrong history of oo-education in this 
province. The first girls to go to a men’s college were two — 
Dr. P. K. Ray’s daughter, as he has said, and the daughter of 
Mr. H. N, Hay, the late Mrs. R. C, Ronnerjee. Well, we have been 
co-educated with them in the classes and nothing very frightful 
happened. There were indiscretions by some boys, for which they 
were punished, but the number of them was extraordinarily small, even 
for the first days of co-education. It is not that after this everybody 
gave up all thought about it. There were two more girls that came 
to the Presidency College in those days andp thqy passed unscathed. 
Then, in the City College — perhaps Mr. Guha has forgotten this — for 
a number of years there has been co-education and the first girls that 
came to this college were the daughters and nieces of Sir Nilratan 
Sircar. (A voice: Mention names.) I do not w f ant to mention 
names after this and if I have mentioned this matter at all, it is 
because they were pioneers. At the present moment ah the Scottish 
Churches College there are as many as 60 girls at least who are receiv- 
ing education: (Rev. B. A. Nag: As many as 90, instead of 60.) 
All right 90, I stand corrected. And one of them happens to be my 
daughter, so that I can claim a somewhat intimate touch with what 
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happens in that college in connection with co-educafloa. Nothing 
very scandalous lias occurred; but this is, Sir, altogether beside the 
point. 

The question at issue before us has however, I am afraid, been 
somewhat clouded by all these side issues. Mr. Hassan Ali does not 
compel anybody to send his girl to a boys’ school. All that he wants 
is that where people want facilities to be given to girls to read in the 
boys’ colleges and where parents are willing to send their girls to 
those colleges and where parents of boys are not unwilling to have 
them co-educated with girls, such facilities should be given. That is 
quite a simple issue and raises no question which should frighten 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin. It is only when public opinion 
requires the existence of a school where girls should have the option 
of reading with the boys under proper safeguards — only in that case 
should permission be given by the University to hold such classes. 
Naturally the limitations to be placed upon such a course would be 
very great. If there is a very strong public opinion against it 
amongst the parents of boys school authorities w r ould not venture 
to make this innovation, because it might result in emptying the 
benches of those schools. It is only when there is a strong backing 
of public opinion that the school authorities would venture to intro- 
duce the girls there. If t hut is so, if public opinion wants co-educa- 
tion for the purpose of giving an opportunity to girls of getting a 
proper education, is there any question of public policy which forbids 
us granting that permission P I submit there is none. No doubt 
everything new frightens our conservative instincts, but in any case 
there is no such great question of public policy involved, which 
necessitates our forbidding a section of the public having their will in 
this matter. In matters of excise, drinking is considered by the bulk 
of us, I suppose, a sin and an evil thing; but even in that matter, 
Government opens shops where they are wanted. It allows the 
tipsters to have their glasses ; it does not forbid them. Is the educa- 
tion of girls and hoys together such an evil that it should be stopped 
when you do not stop wine-drinking by those who want it? But that 
is a different question. The chief thing is: Are you going to give 
the liberty tot the people to educate their children in the way they 
choose P If you say that you do not want to give them this liberty, 
then why are you giviug them the liberty of drinking themselves to 
death, I cannot understand. 

Reverend, ft. A* NAGS 1 do not know when I was in such agree- 
ment with my friend Maulvi Hassan Ali. I rejoice to see that my 
friend who represents a community which' has not the reputation of 
having advanced views about the education of our womenfolk, should 
havA hrmitfht this motion before the Council. 



- JUpj DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. MS 

A* good deal baa been said in favour of co-education which 

fully support. But there are one or two points which I should 
like to 'place before you and that is this: It seems the University 
raises no objection to co-education in the primary classes up 
to the age of 10; it seems also that the University has willingly or un- 
willingly or the country in fact willingly or unwillingly supported co- 
education in the college classes. The Scottish Church College sought 
no permission. They started it and I think it is well known that the 
most promising girlf go to the Scottish Church College and they take 
high places in the University examinations topping over the young 
men. Now, if there is no objection to co-education up to the age of 
ten, if there is no objection to education after the age of 16 — I think 
that is the average matric age — what is the objection to co-education 
between the ages of 10 and 10 y The very psychology of it is dangerous 
to the boys as well as to the girls, for, to make them begin to ask the 
question as to why this restraint is put upon them at that age is neither 
healthy for them or for the boys, and therefore 1 do not see any logic 
whatsoever — having permitted co-edurntion up to 10 and ln\vond 10 — 
and some leferenoe has been made to the possibility of our sitting toge- 
ther in this Council — that girls should he relegated to a back position 
in the matter of co-education, during the intervening period from 10 
to 16. 

Mr. Wordsworth has referred to the economic condition and that 
no doubt is a serious consideration in this matter. The University 
has permitted morning schools for girls but the boys’ classes and the 
girls’ classes sit separately. Unless that arrangement means the 
establishment of a really separate school with a separate set of 
teachers, I am afraid it is only for economic reasons that teacher# 
might agree to teach both in the morning and again after 11 o’clock, but 
they are not fit to do so. A teacher who does his duty from morning 
hours till 11 a.m. cannot do his duty again from 12 to 4. Lf he agree# 
to do so, he agrees only for the sake of money. But this arrangement 
is prejudicial to the boys and therefore is absolutely had. Again, 
economic considerations force us to support this matter of co-educa- 
tion. The number of girl# seeking education is happily increasing 
nowadays. In certain villages or in the mufatsal totfa there may be 
30 or 40 girls reading in the several classes of the high schools and to 
start a separate and independent school for 30 or 40 girl# is impossible 
in these days of economic depression ; this leads us again to the need 
for co-education. These 30 or 40 girls can be easily absorbed in the 
boys’ school but to start a separate school for them prold be very 
expensive. 

Then there is one thing which my friend Mr. Momin has said. I 
hope he will not ask me to mention the name of the school to which 
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I am referring, for I fear propaganda against it. But the Hon’ble 
Education Minister knows it. They are following co-education in 
that school and there are Muhammadan girls in that school. I am 
afraid of Khan Bahadur Momin’s propaganda against that school, and 
therefore I do not Mention the name of the school ; but if he will promise 
to be good, I can take him to that school one of these days. In spite 
of what Khan Bahadur Momin says I think Muhammadans do demand 
co-education. Why, is not Maulvi Hassan Ali, who has moved this mo- 
tion, himself a Muhammadan ? For all these various reasons I think co- 
education should be permitted. The utmost that the University can 
do is to pass permissive orders, and not a mandate, for nobody wants 
it. The permissive order being there, it will be left to local opinion 
whether in certain localities there should or should not be co-educa- 
tion. I hope the University will be so led by my friend who leads 
the University in these days. I appeal to Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee 
that this permission for co-education may be granted to all those 
schools that want it. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, in spite of the erudite 
elucidation of the subject by Mr. Wordsworth and the Rev. Mr. Nag, 
I do not agree either with the hnn’ble mover of the motion or with his 
supporters. Mr. Wordsworth said it was a thing to he considered 
whether co-education is psychologically sound. But unfortunately he 
did not adduce any reason that it was psychologically sound. I think 
that the Rev. Mr. Nag raised the psychological question and said that 
there was no reason why hoys and girls should he allowed to read 
together up to the age of 10, i.e., up to the primary stage, and then 
after that they should he separated, raising the inevitable question in 
the minds of young hoys and girls as to the reason for such separation. 
If Mr. Nag will kindly look into the educational systems of the 
Western countries particularly Germany, where, if my information is 
correct, boys and girls read together up to the primary age and when 
they reaclr the adolescent stage when the minds of boys and girls are 
most impressionable they are separated ; and again in the higher stage 
when their minds are more mature there is arrangement for co-educa- 
tion. Why even in a oountrv like Germany during the period of 
adolescence boys and girls read in separate schools and are not allowed 
to read together? I hope Mr. Nag will try to understand the psycho- 
logy of such separation and judge whether there is any soundness in 
this system. Apart from the question of religion, I think the whole 
Eastern mind* is against the idea of the promiscuous association of 
boys and girfs, in educational institutions. Sir, I think my friends 
who are in favour of co-education are absolutely in a minority in this 
House as well as outside it. It has been said by Dr. Sen Gupta that 
there seems to be no reason to object to the humble request of Maulvi 
Hassah Ali simnlv to allow co-education but not to enforce it 






Mr. Sassan Ali has said that there is some demand in certain localities 
for ^education. I for myself do not know if there is actually any 
genuine demaud for co-educatiou. and if there is any demand any- 
where that only shows that there is a demand for education of girls as 
such. So far as that is concerned I think Government is to be blamed 
for the niggardly response it has been making to this demaud. There 
is certainly a demand for higher education for girls in the country. 
But apart from formulating certain schemes of which we have heard 
now and again on the Hoor of this House, the Uovernmeut has not yet 
been able to show any appreciable practical result. To give effect to 
this scheme, at least one high English school for girls is required in 
every district headquarters. But Government always comes forward 
with the excuse that there is no money for the purpose. Although 
there is a good deal of force in this plea, I am afraid Government 
has not actually made genuine efforts to solve this problem. If there 
is any demand for the higher education of girls it should be met by 
making adequate provision for education of girls separately from boys 
and not by allowing co-education. In spite of the advice of the 
Rev. Mr. Nag, I think the University has acted rightly in not allow- 
ing co-education above the primary stage. Mr. Wordsworth has 
spoken about the good effects of co-education in England. Sir, if we 
speak about Western co-education, particularly in America, 1 think it 
will not be taken as presumptuous on our part. We on this side of 
the world are definitely of opinion that co-education has had a very 
evil effect on Western and American societies. Perhaps as they we 
in the thick of the evil they are not able to look at it in that detached 
critical spirit as others who are away are able to do. I think the 
advice of Mr. P. N. Guha should be borne in mind by all thoughtful 
men in our country. It is a dangerous thing to transplant all that is 
Western to the Eastern soil; there are things which may be suitable 
to Western countries, but it is futile to think that all these things will 
be suitable to the East also. Our very social structure is different 
from the social structure of the West. Even in the West co-education 
has borne evil fmit. But admitting for the sake of argument that 
co-education is good for the West, surely it does not follow that it 
will be also good for us because, as I have said* our society is different 
from that of the West. Here men and women have ifever mixed or 
associated together promiscuously in any walk of life. Only Western 
countries allow such promiscuous association, and if this system is 
introduced here all at once, it is sure to produce baneful results. 

With these few words 1 oppose the motion. 

Mr. P. BANERJIf In rising to support the most reasonable 
motion that has been moved by my friend Mr. Hassan Ali, I would 
first of all refer to two of the speeches — I mean those of Mr, Guha 
35 
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and Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin. In a way they are neither here 
nor there. Their arguments are not convincing and they do hot 
support even what the representative of the University said. The 
University has allowed co-education up to 10 years. I find no reason 
why they should not allow co-education up to the age of puberty. 
They have allowed girls of 10 years of age to read with boys. What 
is the difficulty, may I inquire, if the age limit is raised to 15 years for 
girls and boys reading together? I find no difficulty. The previous 
speaker has said that this is not suited to our Eastern countries and 
Eastern ideas. I say his argument cannot stand the light of day. 
In Eastern lands education of boys and girls together dates from 
time immemorial. Even in Japan, Burma and other provinces in 
India — for instance Bombay and Madras — co-education in school 
exists. I know this definitely although the representative of the 
University says no. But I would refer him to Bombay, Madras, 
Burma and Japan which are all in the East, where co-education is 
going on. Sir, it lias also been suggested that separate classes should 
be started. Those who know this country will agree that it is with 
great difficulty that schools in mufuxsal are mu and it is difficult 
for teachers to teach from morning to 11 and again from 12 to 4: it is 
impossible in the present state of things, when there is not sufficient 
money even for the education of boys. Dr. Sen Gupta has said that if 
there is a demand from a considerable section for co-education, there 
is no compulsion in this matter, and if the conservatives in the 
country, I mean persons of the Khan Bahadur or Mr. Narendra Kumar 
Baku's ways of thinking, think that their girls are not to be sent to 
schools, that is a different matter; they need not send their girls to 
schools and colleges. At the same time I do not think they are in the 
majority. If you ask the opinion of the girls themselves, I think you 
will find that 99 per cent, of them will be prepared to receive education. 
There may be people both in my community and in the Muhammadan 
community who are conservative enough to think that their girls 
should even go without education than read in schools along with 
boys. I maintain a beginning should immediately be made and the 
University should see its way to reconsider the matter and issue 
instructions that where x the Governing Body unanimously support a 
resolution like l that, there should be no difficulty in allowing co-educa- 
tion. With these words I support the motion. 

MftUlvi IATAFAT HUSSAIN ! Sir, it is a wonderful thing that 
this recommendation should come from the mouth of a M uhammadan , 
I mean Maulm Hassan Ali. He knows the religion of the Muham* 
madans which lays down that girls of over 7 or 8 years of age should not 
be allowed to go out of their houses without purdah. Instead of that it 
is proposed that they should sit 7 or 8 hours a day with boys. Some 
of the speakers have pointed out that Mr. Hassan Ali has no idea 
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about these things. He said there is no compulsion is th# matter. 
As as example I would point out that while drinking is prohibited to 
the Muhammadans, shopkeepers open their shops as usual and they do 
sot compel any one to drink wine; ail the same when the shops are 
opened in the bazar the Muhammadans are tempted to drink wine. 

I would remind my friend Maulvi Hassan Ali what happened to 
King Amanuilah Khan of Kabul who tried to adopt the same ideas aa 
those of my friend. I do not want to say more ami would request 
him to withdraw his motion. 


The Hort’bls Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, l think 
Mr. Hassan Ali ought to be congratulated for having introduced a 
motion which has raised such an interesting discussion in this House. 
As far as Government are concerned, I think ull that they can do in 
this matter is to forward the discussion to the University for their 
consideration. But I would like to say a few words on the merits of 
the issue raised. The thing lias l>epn thoroughly discussed and 
opinions have hern expressed on both sides; but there are two points 
which require rather serious consideration. They were raised by 
Mr. Wordsworth and other speakers who were of the same opinion, 
namelv , that there appears to be on the surface of it no reason why the 
University should not allow the localities themselves to decide whether 
in particular schools there should be co-education or not; and that 
in view of the economic condition of the country it appears that it 
will be advisable to allow co-education in those places where this is 
possible, tacause in this way you will be able to impart education to 
your girls more easily than you can do otherwise, Sir, I apprehend 
that there will be serious difficulties if local option is allowed. As a 
matter of fact Mr. Wordsworth himself answered this question by point- 
ing out that the University decided not to give this privilege to the 
local authorities on the ground that the school authorities would be 
placed in a very difficult position. There will be the possibility of the 
school committee being seriously divided on the issue, and even for 
the sake of argument if it is said that it should be allowed only where 
the managing committee is unanimously in favour, there is a likelihood 
that the public may take exception and we wiJJ have more rival schools 
started which instead of doing good to the cause of* education may 
seriously injure it. My personal opinion is that already, as far as the 
boys’ schools are concerned, we have too many schools and all these have 
sprang up on account of local jealousies, local frictions and local 
quarrels. By adopting this system we would be introducing a new ele- 
ment in the villages which would be the subject-mater of dividing the 
people seriously, because even from the debate in this House it is 
apparent that there is a very strong opinion held on this question by 
many members of the House. Yon can imagine how this question will 
excite the feelings of the people in the villages if the University allows 
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the local authorities to decide this question. I think the University 
has taken a very wise step in restricting co-education of girls in schools 
up to the age of ten. 

Similarly, from the economic point of view I do not think that in 
the long run it would pay the school authorities. As l have said, 
there are possibilities of providing facilities to girls for education in 
the existing sehpols, there are also possibilities that this question will 
bring about friction and instead of one school there will be two schools, 
and consequently both the schools will not be able, to prosper for want 
of funds. As this motion is mainly directed to draw the attention of 
the University, I think the best course for Government would be to 
forward the proceedings of this Council to the University for their 
consideration. I hope in view of this the hon’ble member will with- 
draw his motion. 

Maulvi Hassan Ali then asked for leave to withdraw the motion. 

The question that leave be given to the mover to withdraw the 
motion was put und a division was called. 

PRESIDENT S I draw the attention of the House to item 
No. 506. The position with regard to that motion is this. The 
Hou’ble Minister gave an assurance to the mover that a copy of the 
debate would l>e forwarded to the University for its consideration and 
on that ground he appealed to the good sense of the mover to withdraw 
the motion. Thereupon the mover expressed his willingness to with- 
draw it, but Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan objected to that. The question 
therefore is whether the motion should be allowed to be withdrawn 
or not. 

The question: that the resolution be allowed to be withdrawn was 
put and agreed to. 

The motion was then , by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

MUNIMfcRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 5,00,251 under the head “3 1 A— Education (Transfer- 
red)— University— Grants to University” be reduced by Bs. 100 (to 
urge the desirtyjiility of ‘appointing trained librarians). 

Sir, on several occasions on the door of this House I drew pointed 
attention to the importance of having trained librarians in our 
libraries. I should not therefore tax the patience of the House with 
a long speech on the subject. I shall try to be as brief as possible. 
Sir, last year at about this time when I proposed the opening of a 
class in the University for the training of librarians, my most esteemed 
friend Mr. Wilkinson observed that there was very little demand for 
such classes. I can assure him that there is a great demand for it. 
In this great struggle for existence our graduates have become earn 
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toftnd out new walks of life. Every now and then I receive applica- 
tion* for recommendation for admission into the University of the 
Punjab or Madras or to Baroda for training in librarianship. These 
classes have been opened exclusively for the benefit of a limited 
number of local graduates and therefore strong recommendations are 
necessary for outsiders. But, Sir, I sometimes hesitate to recommend 
because there is no opening for their appointment in this province. 
Here the Government do not recognise the necessity of appointing 
trained librarians in the libraries attached to colleges. Perhaps some 
’members may remember that in reply to u question of mine a list of 
college librarians with their qualifications was supplied to me in which 
the educational qualification of u librarian was given as “plucked 
Entrance”. Circumstanced as the libraries are in this country, there 
cannot be any objection to such appointments. Here the librarian is 
a custodian of books. He lias got to keep a list and an issue register 
and some such other registers. This sort of clerical work can very 
well be managed by an Entrance-plucked man. In Betigul, college 
and other libraries have been kept in a most primitive stage. Sir, in 
this connection, 1 may be permitted to cite the instance of our Council 
Library. From a spectacular point of view it is one of the finest 
libraries in this province. It is housed in a commodious and well- 
decorated hall with costly furniture and equipments. The books are 
well bound with glittering letters and the alinirahs are quite in keep- 
ing with their surroundings. There is the librarian with his assistant 
in a quiet corner always ready to fiud out books for our use. We 
have got no complaints in that respect. But, Sir, if you visit the 
Madras Legislative Council Library you will find it just like a little 
workshop. The Librarian with a dozen assistants is always at work. 
Their sole aim is to facilitate the work of the men»l»era. Relevant 
materials for each day’s discussion are kept always available. The 
indexing system is so very accurate that at the shortest notice one can 
find all relevant materials at his command. The members freely avail 
themselves of the service thus offered hy the Librarian. Similar is 
the case with the Madras University Library. It is also a live work- 
shop on a larger scale. Its Librarian, Mr. Uanganatlmn, with his 
three scores of assistants work hard from ^noruing till late in the 
evening for catering to the needs of the clientele w'lfich is not only 
confined to University men but is extended to a wider public. All 
liigh officials of the province readily avail themselves of the service 
rendered by the Librarian. The classification and indexing are of 
tuch a high order that all sorts of information lie under the thumb of 
the Librarian. For instance if any high placed individual is required 
to deliver a speech on a technical or intricate subject and has not 
much time at his disposal, he ha* only to ask for relevant material* 
and the Librarian is ever ready to help him at short notice. Thia 
save* lots of time of the speaker in hunting up materials. Such is 
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the case, although not to suqh i large extent, in the University 
Library of the Punjab. There my friend, Mr. Labhuram, is always 
ready to cater for the needs of his clientele in a remarkable way. 
Mr. Labhuram had his training in library science from the American 
library expert, Mr. Dickinson, who was engaged by the University to 
reorganise the library. My friend, Mr. Hanganathan, while a Profea- 
sor of the University, was deputed by it at its cost to have* his 
training in librarianship in Europe. There is a vast deal of difference 
between the Madras and the Calcutta University Jjibraries. Here’ ixk^ 
the University Library of Calcutta I have got no complaints to- maker 
about the collection of books. It is one of the best libraries in tie 
province so far as the vast collection of books is concerned. The 
Librarian and his assistants manage things as best as they can in 
their own way. My object in moving this motion is to see it 
managed in a more scientific way on modern lines and to outbid 
Madras, the Punjab or Baroda. I am proud of the achievements of 
our University in the domain of literature, arts and sciences. I want 
to see it foremost in all other matters also. It should not lag behind 
any other provinces in India in any department whatsoever. It is for 
that reason that I have tabled this motion to see its library modernised 
and made up to date in all respects. 

I should like to usk the authorities to remember that librarianship 
is not u clerk’* business. It requires immense brain work. The 
librarians must have a sufficient knowledge of and sympathy with all 
branches of knowledge to be able to do justice to them in the selection 
of books, to give readers the guidance of which they stand in need 
and to find out in the quickest manner the place where the information 
sought by the feader can be found. They must be capable of using 
hooks as tools not only for the dissemination of knowledge but also 
for the extension of the boundaries of knowledge. Possession of 
materials, knowledge of how they work, skill in using them and 
command of resources are essential for a modem librarian. The thing 
to be given must first be possessed by the giver. Books shut up in 
almirahs are no better than dead bones — but under an able librarian 
they would vibrate with 'life. 

Sir, jieople are eager to learn but you are not prepared to provide 
necessary facilities for them. Mr. Wilkinson stated on the last 
occasion that the Imperial Library does train librarians. This is not 
at all correct, A scheme for training librarians was under considera- 
tion but has been held back for want of funds, 
c ( 

His other statement that a certain amount of training is given in 
the training colleges for secondary school teachers is rather amusing. 
In fact thete is not a single trained librarian there and the remit 

«nnU in«t lik* • Mini) man lMiiinir Another blind maft . 
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It would I thick be useless for 'may to ask Government to open a 
training class for librarian* but would it be too much if I ask them 
to eppoint trained librarians in the universities and college* under 
them at least when vacancies occur f 


Mr. H. R. WILKINSON: Mr. President, after hearing the Rai 
Mahasai’s speech, I find it difficult to understand why he expressed 
Jui hesitation about, getting up to move this motion. I notice that 
he has tabled altogether five motions relating to this subject which 
are interspersed over various grants. But from what he said, and 
from the wording of this particular motion, I gather that he intends 
only to draw the attention of the University to the necessity or 
desirability of appointing trained Librarians, and that his other sub- 
jects would come up at different times. That being so, all I can say 
is that this is a matter purely of internal administration of the Univer- 
sity, and it must be left to the University to do what it thinks best in 
the matter. 

With these words, 1 would ask the mover to withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Mumndra Deb Hni Mahasai was then, by leave of 
the House, withdrawn. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rh. 0,00,251 under the head “31 A — Education (Transferred) — Grant* 
to Universities — Calcutta University” he reduced by He. 1 (to ask 
whether Government has abandoned the intention of modifying the 
constitution of the university and setting up a separate organisation 
for the administration of secondary education). 

Really all l haw to say is contained in my brief explanation on 
the motion paper. Tins motion contains no suspicion of censorious* 
ness. On the contrary, I associate inyself entirely with the appre- 
ciative words about the Minister’s work for the University that 
Mr. Syaraaprosad Mookerjee used the other ^lay. We who work in 
any capacity in the University ure well awure how wbll Government 
has been treating the University in this very critical time. But about 
2 or 3 years ago we were busy with legislation. I believe a Bill was 
drafted for the reorganisation of the system of secondary school 
education. Also we considered a Bill for the reorganisation of the 
University’s constitution— a Bill put forward by the Swarajist party--* 
and after considerable time had been spent on that, the Council 
aaaisted Government to get it put on one side because Government 
promised a better Bill. Tbis Bill was drafted and put before us. We 
worked hard on it in the University for some tune, I think — my 
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memory is not very clear — we worked hard on it in Select Committee, 
until suddenly all interest in it disappeared. I have never had any 
explanation, but I believe the explanation is that it was felt that we 
were coining into a new stage of things in the constitutional and 
political organisation of the province, and so it might be wise to leave 
it for tiie future. I do not know whether that is the explanation, hut 
if the time has come for the reorganisation of our educational system, 
and if it is felt — I believe it is felt — by a very large proportion of 
educationists in Bengal that the time has come fqr the introduction of 
representative institutions into the University, then presumably 1938 
or 1934 is as good a year for this as 1935 or 1936 or 1937. I repeat 
that I only ask for information. 


Mr, SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: May 1 just say a few words 

on this motion, only to point out the different stages through which 
this question has passed in the University? In 1923, two Bills were 
introduced in this House by Mr. S. N. Mallick, who was then a 
member of this House, and Mr. .T. N. Basu. These two Bills were 
sent to the University for their observation and report, and the 
University duly submitted their report to Government. Then, 
immediately after that, Government in the Ministry of Education — 
the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter was then Minister for Educa- 
tion — drafted a Bill for the reconstitution of the University. That 
Bill also was sent to the University and the University sent their 
observations which duly reached Government. For a few years after 
that, nothing was done. In 1928, the two Bills, to which Mr. Words- 
worth has referred, of Dr. Pramatha Nath Banerji and Mr. Manmatha 
Nath Ray, bofli of whom were then members of this House, came 
before this legislature, and they were also forwarded to the University. 
The University sent their observations on those Bills some time 
towards the end of 1928. Then in 1929, another Bill was sent — five or 
six Bills were sent to the University in the course of a few years — to 
the University which was framed by Dr. Jenkins, and a Committee 
was appointed of which both Mr. Wordsworth and myself weTe 
members. We t duly- submitted an elaborate report to the Senate. In 
the meantime, we received instructions that perhaps it would not be 
possible for Government to proceed with legislation just at that stage. 
The report together with 150 amendments tabled by different member* 
of the Senate, was then referred hack to the Committee. That ia the 
position with Regard to the University Bill. 

As regards the Secondary Education Bill, in 1922 the first proposal* 
were sent by Government to the University, and the University 
reported on those proposals in that year. Then in 1926, proposal* lair 
a Board of Secondary Education were again made; a Committee of the 



loft DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. B8» 

Settle was dtily appointed, and the criticisms of the University were 
forwarded to Government. In 1929, a draft Secondary Education Biil r 
I think, framed by Dr. Jenkins, was forwarded to the University. A 
Committee again sat on that Bill. The report of that Committee- 
came before the Senate and was discussed at five special sittings. The 
report, as amended, was duly forwarded to Government. For the last 
four years, it has been lying with the Government, and nothing hue 
been done up till now. That is the position so far as the Secondary 

Education Bill is concerned. 

* • 

Sir, I think there are two reasons why nothing 1ms been done. 
One is, as has been pointed out b\ Mr. Wordsworth, the possibility of 
new constitutional changes, and the other is the financial stringency. 
Without financial assistance, it is no use introducing legislative 
measures simply to secure a change in the administrative machinery. 


Maulvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Sir, I agree with Mr. Wordsworth 
that the Hon’hlc Minister owes an explanation to this House as to why 
it has not been possible for Government to push on with legislation 
regarding University reform and the formation of a Board of 
Secondary Education. It was on the floor of this House that Govern- 
ment gave a solemn promise that it was going to do something so far 
as legislation in these matters is concerned, and it was on that 
assurance that the House consented to the withdrawal of the Bills 
regarding the University that were More the House, as Mr. Words- 
worth has already pointed out. From what Mr. Syaraaprosad 
Mookerjee has said, it appears that the University bestowed a good 
deal of time, thought and labour in considering the University Bill* 
that were drafted on behalf of Government ami sent to the University. 
Sir, it appears that all this labour has gone in vain, not for any default 
on the part of the University, but on account of some reason for wbicb 
Government is responsible, and owes an explanation to this House. 
Probably that reason is that Government could not hold out any 
prospect of giving financial assistance as ctyitenjplated in the Bills, 
and, therefore, Government thought it fit to postpone the proposed 
legislation. Mr. Wordsworth has said that probably the reason is 
that as constitutional reforms were coming very soon, it would not bo 
of much use to push on with these Bills under the present conditions. 
8ir, I do not think that any of these reasons will hold good. We 
have seen, Sir, that in spite of the impending reforms^ we have not 
been sitting idle in this House. We have had, I think, a very good 
record of legislation during the present term of the Council. The 
Bangui Municipal Act has been thoroughly amended — in fact, quite • 
new Bill has been paased, and we aB know how voluminous a Bill it 
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was. Then the Calcutta Municipal Act and the Local Sell- 
Government Act have also been amended, not to speak of the other 
pieces of legislation that have been gone through. As in those matters 
the attitude of Government was not that we should wait till the 
reforms come, why in the case of the University, should Government 
adopt this wait-and-see attitude? There is a considerable feeling in 
the House that the University Act which is a very old one requires 
immediate revision. In every walk of public life, there is a rapid 
advent of democracy, and almost all the institutions in Bengal have, 
been democratised as far as possible according to modem needs; but 
it is only the University which is functioning under* an old Act 
according to which 80 per rent, of the members of the Senate are 
nominated by Government. This is a very unsatisfactory state of 
things, and nothing would have been lost, I think, if legislation had 
been gone iuto as was promised during the present term of the Council, 
which, if necessary, could have been further amended after the intro- 
duction of the reforms according to public opinion that might then 
prevail. 

Then, Sir, as regards the question of money, I do not think that 
so far us an important matter like this is concerned, it should be 
altogether postponed on financial grounds. We also do not know 
what would be the commitments of Government if these Bills were 
passed into law. Unless the Ilon’ble Minister explains the exact 
reasons which weighed with the Government iu postponing these very 
important and urgent measures for which there is a very considerable 
demand in the country, I think the motion of Mr. Wordsworth should 
be supported. 


Dr# NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTAs My object in speaking 

on this motion is not to join hands with the others in hustling the 
Government into passing a Calcutta University amending Bill in this 
House but to draw the attention of the Council to another thing. 
Mr. Wordsworth has asked whether Government have abandoned their 
intention of setting up ^ separate organisation for the administration 
of secondary education for the whole of this province. I would only 
add to that one other- query, whether they still propose to maintain 
that tiny little white elephant, namely, the Board of Secondary and 
Intermediate Education at Dacca. When this Board waa started it 
was definitely .understood that it was going to be part of a scheme 
and would be absorbed iuto a bigger Board of Secondary Education 
for the whole of Bengal to be located at Calcutta. A Board of 
Secondary Education for the whole province has not yet materialised 
and in the meantime we are maintaining the Board at Dacca at * oost 
of Rs, 60,000. Of course the whole of this expenditure goes not os 
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theBoard but on other things as well, which would hart to be spent, 
Board or no Board. This seems to me to be a striking anomaly. I 
would like to say that the Government have acted wisely in postponing 
the promised legislation on the Calcutta University and a Board of 
Secondary Education for the whole of this province, till we have the 
reforms in our midst. The expectation that after the reforms we shall 
have anything like the millennium — if we had any such hope before— 
has been altogether shattered by the White Paper. Hut anyway I 
think it will be better to have the necessary legislation introduced by 
tlhe party who will W responsible for working it. Therefore I do not 
see that Government has acted wrongly in postponing the matter until 
the constitutional reforms are completed, but if that be so, they ought 
to have made up their minds with regard to the abolition of the Dacca 
Board at least ; secondary education could be easily managed by other 
means and I do not see why this anomaly should be allowed to con* 
tin ue any longer. 


The Hon’We Mr. KHWAJA HAZIMUDDIN: I feel I am going 

to be converted to the ideas expressed by Munindra Deb Rai Mahaaai 
about trained librarians csjK>cially after hearing what is lieing done 
and what has been done in the Madras Legislative Council about 
relevant facts of the day's debate being kept ready at hand so that any 
member can gel them at short notice. 

I find that Maulvi Tamizuddin Khun has suggested that > Govern- 
ment gave no indication whatever with regard to their policy about 
the two Hills. Hut, Sir, so far as rav recollection goes I gave thin 
House to understand that Government do not intend to proceed with 
these two Hills: that was done so long ago as two years, if it was not 
done last year. I stated my reasons then why Government hail given 
up the idea of introducing these Bills in the present Council and I may 
repeat them again to-day. 

Before I do so, with your permission, Sir, I would like to correct 
the statement of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that 4he University gave due 
consideration to the Bills that were sent to them hut Government 
decided to take no action. As a matter of fact Government at that 
time did not bring in a Bill at the express request of the University 
as they wanted time to consider the draft Bill of l>r. Jenkins which 
was sent to them. The University appointed a committee, as 
has been said by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, and thg committee’# 
report was placed before the Senate (but it was not sent to Government 
—very likely it might have been due to what I stated here), but the 
fact is that the University has never sent their opinion on that draft 

m. 
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Now Mr. Tamiruddin wants to know the reason why Government 
did not propose to go on with the two Bills. There are two reason* : 
first of all. the constitution of the University could be amended in two 
ways. There are two ways of doing it; one was to bring in a Bill 
and another was to amend some of the regulations of the University 
and give effect to the necessary reforms in the constitution of the 
University. When we were considering this question we found that 
under the Organisation Committee’s report a large number of reforms 
could be effected without legislation. Government in consultation witJi 
the University made certain modifications and changes in the regula- 
tions and a great deal of internal reform has accordingly already taken 
place in the University. The constitutions of the various Faculties 
and Boards have been changed and so altered that it has been possible 
for the heads of departments to have more control and more power. 
As regards those reforms which necessitate the introduction of a Bill, 
they have to wait until a Bill can be introduced. Now it is my consi- 
dered opinion that there should not be piecemeal legislation, that is 
to say, a Bill for a Secondary Education Board and the Calcutta 
University Amending Bill should come in together or at least must 
follow each other very closely, and it is not advisable to bring in a 
Secondary Education Bill without making necessary amendments in 
the Calcutta University’s constitution. The second thing is 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Why not have both* 

The Hon'bl* Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I am coming to that. 
The second reason is that, to be able to have a good Secondary Educa- 
tion Bjjl it is necessary to have a Board which would take charge of 
secondary education completely. The Bill that was drafted by 
Dr. Jenkins ami sent to the University was drafted on the assumption 
that the University would retain control over examinations and 
syllabuses of courses tor secondary education and this meant that 
there would be triple control over secondary education, namely, control 
by the Board of Secondary Education, by the University and the 
Education Department through their Inspectors. This was a very 
serious flaw’ in the Bill that was drafted by Dr. Jenkins and it appeared 
to me that instead of remedying the evil we were going to increase it. 
The present position is this. There is at present dual control over 
secondary education, control by the University and to a certain extent 
by Government. If we want to replace this control by triple control, 
by Government by the University and a Secondary Board, it would be 
fundamentally wrong. The only way in which you oan effectively 
improve secondary education in Bengal is by having an autonomous 
Secondary Board of Education that will have absolute control over 
•econdary education all over Bengal. It must have the powers of 
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and examination and prescribing syllabuses of studies. 
If tbit be so, it would be necessary to do away with the Board at 
Dacca and to have one Board for the whole of Bengal. I found con* 
siderable opposition in Dacca to the idea of a Board of Secondary 
Education in Bengal which does not possess the power of coutrol over 
examinations and syllabuses. Therefore, as 1 have said, if you want to 
have a Secondary Board of Education you must have a Board which will 
have complete control over secondary education and this is not possible 
until Government are in a position to recompense the University of 
Calcutta for the loss In fee income they would sustain if they were to 
give up their coutrol over matriculation examinations. This is where 
the question of finance comes in. It is not an insignificant sum but a 
very large one and at the present moment Government are not in a 
position, if I may put it crudely, to buy out the Calcutta University, 
That is the actual problem facing the Government. As this arrange- 
ment entails financial loss on the Calcutta University, we have got to 
make up that loss because it is cm the expectation of the income from 
these fees that they have provided for post-graduate classes and in- 
curred certain liabilities. Naturally compulsory grants should be given 
to them to maintain their existing activities; und if we do that, 1 do not 
think the University will object. There are greater chances of the 
University co-operating with the Government if the Government w'ent 
up with a proposal like that, but if we simply make this proposal to 
them that we are going to take away their powers of coutrol over 
examinations without compensating them for the loss they would very 
strongly object to this course. This is the main reason and a very 
strong one why we have not introduced a Bill for the establishment of 
Secondary Education Board for Bengal. 



Mttllvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* What is the fee income of the 
University from matrie examinations? 


Tht Hon’bto Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The University 
make a net profit of Ks. 2$ lakhs. Therefore ?t is ‘quit** an impossible 
proposition. 

We did not know that the present Council will be extended and 
we thought that under the new constitution the proposed Bills will 
have a smoother passage. The public opinion is at present as a rule 
against the retention of control of Government for educational insti- 
tutions but in the future when Government is going to be entirely 
responsible to the legislature the chanoes are that this attitude of the ’ 
public will change and they will be inclined to entrust more powers ia 
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the hands of Government than at present and it is hoped that the 
University and the Secondary Education Bill introduced by autono- 
mous Government will be acceptable to all. 

Similarly, as far as the Calcutta University is concerned, as I have 
said, it is interdependent. If you cannot have the Secondary 
Education Bill it is no use having the Calcutta University Bill, 
because a good deal of the constitution will have to be changed 
if the control of the University over secondary schools is to be removed. 
These are the grounds why Government have ntft proceeded with the 
idea of going on with the two Bills. They were not Government 
Bills. They were Bills drafted by Dr. Jenkins. I hope in view of 
the explanation which I have given, Mr. Wordsworth will withdraw 
his motion. 

The motion of Mr. Wordsworth was then, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. G. R. GAIN: I beg to move that the demand of Its. 5,32,000 
under the head “31 A — Education (Transferred) — Grants to Univer- 
sities” be reduced by Es. 100 (to discuss the advisability of slowing 
down university education until primary education is further 
advanced). 

Sir, I think the object of my motion is abundantly clear. It is to 
raise a discussion on the advisability of slowing down university 
education until primary education is further advanced. Sir, you will 
remember the passing of the Primary Education Bill. The group of 
which I am a ipember worked very hard to see that the Bill was on the 
statute book, and I can assure the members of this House that while 
having nothing against university education, there are many members 
in the group to which I belong who are extraordinarily earnest in the 
matter of primary education. In the first place I wish to draw atten- 
tion to certain figures. I am giving round figures as far as I can in 
order that they may be held in the rememhrauee of the members of 
this House. In Bombay they spend on university education 20 lakhs 
of rupees per tfununi. On primary education they spend Hs. 166 lakhs. 
Now let us compare that with what Bengal is doing. In Bengal wo 
spend nearly double what Bombay spends on university education, 
namely Es. 36,00,000 a year, and we do not even approach half of 
what they spend on primary education. Bengal spends Es. 70 1*kh« a 
year on primiry education which is less than half of what Bombay 
spends on such education; but it spends double the amount Bombay 
spends on university education. Sir, I believe you are a scion of tla# 
University and I am perfectly certain you paid for your education. I 
belong to a university, and I know Mr. Syamaprosad Mookeiype on 
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myttght also belongs to a university. The University in my days 
was entirely supported by donations through long past generations 
and entirely unsupported by the State. The War took away 75 per 
cent, to 80 per cent, of the members of that University and conse- 
quently its finances were bound to be affected, as the donations could 
not be recovered. Here we are taking money from rates, cess and 
everywhere and we are pouring all the money for the education of 
those whose parents ought to pay for their education. Sir, I am no* 
decrier of university education, but I did receive a telephone message 
this morning in my office to the effect that a graduate of some univer- 
sity was prepared to offer something, in return for some salary— sotnw 
Sanskrit. However, I could not employ that man. On the other hand, 
I have in ray works foremen— men who, if they had any knowledge of 
reading and writing in their own language, would have compared very 
favourably with such M.A.’s. Bombay spends twice of what we do on* 
primary education. Sir, in conclusion I do not want to keep the House 
waiting very long. But ma\ I say what you allowed me to say once 
before that there is enormous value in primary education? In this 
country we can build up teeming mistries as good as you can get any- 
where in the world: the only things required arc supervision and 
teaching. They rise to he head mistries; but we are unable to breed 
in this country the foreman class because by the time we want to make 
them into foremen we find that they can neither read nor write. They 
know all the working of the machinery but they can never be good 
enough to become drivers because they can never read the time-table. 
Sir, I maintain that just as the engineer of u regiment is the backbone 
of the army, so our foreman in any industry' is the backbone of the 
country. Vou may have supervisors and theoretical university men 
but you can never replace what 1 think Mr. Lloyd George once called 
tfie “steel frame,” and the “steel frame” here is our foremen. When 
I press for money for primary education it is because I want more money 
for the steel frame, the foremen, who come from the middleclass to 
which I belong. When we are looking forward to the time when the 
government of this country is going to be handed more and more to the 
people of the country, surely we should take pains about the formation 
of that steel frame. 


Maulvt ABUL KABEM: Sir, I rise to support the motion of my 
friend Mr. Dain and I do so on various grounds. My primary reason 
for support is that the Government is not justified in incurring an 
extravagant expenditure on university and high education. The tax- 
payers who pay the money get little advantage out of it. We have 
heard here about the depressed classes of the Hindus and about the 
backward classes of Muhammadans and I want to know bow it is that 
He Qtoeerflment spends an enormous amount of moqey for university 



•education of which advantage ia taken only by the apper claaaaa. 
(M». Syamafbosad Mookebjee : Which class did you belong to?) 
Oovemment pays for the education of boys whose fathers are quite able 
io pay for it. There is no justification why the State which draw* 
money from the cultivators of the soil and the toiling millions should 
pay for the education of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee’s sons. Sir, 
whenever questions about education, sanitation, medical help or any- 
thing else arise for the people of the rural area, who are our pay- 
masters aud who toil for the luxuries which the people of the upper 
•classes indulge in, you say Government is very sympathetic, Govern-^ 
ment is doing everything in their power, but Government is helpless 
as there is no money ; and even when you introduced primary eduea- 
tion, you had to do it by taxing the people. But you are very liberal 
in the matter of university education. What I submit is that 
there are poor brilliant boyg whose fathers cannot spend much on 
their education. You ought to create handsome scholarships for the 
education of those poor boys who deserve to be helped. But it is no 
good turning out graduates in mass from the bhad>ralog class at the, 
•cost of the poor cultivators. Sir, I have heard about curtailing the 
production of jute because the market is flooded. We know that the 
lea planters are burning their produce simply to keep the market 
.steady. So the overproduction of graduates should be stopped. (A 
voice: By burning them.) Sir, we have heard that the Eon’ble 
Minister for Industries has got a big scheme for relief of unemployment. 
If you allow the ranks of the unemployed to be increased year after 
year in the College Square, it is no fault of ours. My main point is 
that those who want the best education should be made to pay for it. 
Those wbo can pay, make them pay ; those who cannot pay, give them 
scholarships like the European Universities. It is no use giving money 
indiscriminately. There is no justification for millionaires’ sons get- 
ting their education paid for by the State. 

One 'Vend,, more, Sir. As regards the Calcutta University, I have 
#ot one complaint to make. The other day Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee 
with his usual eloquence — and I would say he was more eloquent that 
day than on any other — in censuring the Hon’ble Minister for Educa- 
tion, charged him with communal bias in making appointments. 


Mr. PftftllOCMTt That point does not arise. 

Mtttlvi A9UL KMSMt Today I charge the Calcutta Univemly 
•with communal bias in the matter of education. Sir, the GUMM r 
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University employs a large number of people and I think I am right 
in saying— 


“Mr. P. BANERJI: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do not be anxious, I am wide awake. 
(Laughter. ) 


Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: But it is a matter of regret that not a 
single Muhammadan is to be found so far as the University office is 
concerned. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do not labour that point. 


Maulvi ABUL KASEM: And, Sir, when they appointed a 
Registrar 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. (Laughter.) 


Maulvi ABUL KASEM. Then I have nothing further to say. 
(Renewed laughter. ) 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, it js 1 o’clock and 1 think 
that we should now adjourn. * 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will remember that on Saturday 
last I adjourned the Council half an hour earlier to meet the wishes of 
the non~offieial members. As a result of that they have^ost half as 
hour out of the time that was allotted for the disposal of the vaneua 
cut motions. If they are prepared to lose another half an hour, I 
have no objection. 

SS 
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members are prepared to lose half an hotrr, it it^beir amir. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Monday, the 27th 
March, 1933, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



LeftaUthr. Council aaaerabW tta<Ur 
•A* prormon* of the Government of India Act. 

X*B Cockcil met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 27th March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rai 
Chaedhcri, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Member! 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 97 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

hich oral answers were given) 

Definition of the Depres s ed Olassaa. 

•79. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'bls 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the Prime Minister’s Award contemplated 
that there should be a definition of the Depressed Classes for each pro- 
vince and that, as a general rule, this definition should be based upon 
the principles advocated in the Franchise Committee’s Report? 

( b) What is the definition which the Government has adopted in 
this province? 

(c) Is that definition based upon the tests laid down in paragraphs 
286 and 283 of the Franchise Committee’s Report? 

(d) If there is any deviation — 

(f) what are the reasons for such deviation ; and 

(it) whether the approval of His Majesty’s Government has been 
obtained for such departure from principles sanctioned by 
them ? * ' • 

MEMBER i* Otar* of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tta 
Hon’Mo Mr. W. 0. R. PrmtiOO): (a) The Prime Minuter’* Award 
contemplated a definition based on the criteria advocated by tho 
Franchise Committee only in those provinces where the criteria were 
suitable. 1 It is definitely stated in the Award that modifications may be 
found necessary in some provinces in Northern India where the applica- 
tion of tho general criteria of untouchability might result in a defini-> 
tion unsuitable to the special conditions of the province. 
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(b) and ( c ) No definition has been adopted by the Government of 
Bangs! for the term *' ‘Depressed Classes.” The member is referred 
to paragraph 4 of the Bengal Government Resolution No. 122-A.R., 
dated the 16th January, 1933, in which it is stated that a list of the 
“Scheduled Castes" has been prepared on the basis of the social and 
political backwardness of the caBtes, and the necessity of securing for 
them special representation in order to protect their interests. 

(d) ( i ) The criteria suggested by the Franchise Committee would 
not be suitable for the province. 

(it) Paragraph 9 of the Prime Minister’s Award permits deviation * 
from the tests laid down by the Franchise Committee. 

Blbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to the sug- 
gestion in answer (a) that the modification of the criteria may be neees- 
aary in some provinces, did not the Prime Minister’s Award contemplate 
that certain criteria ought to be laid down all the same? 

The Hon’bU Mr. W. D* R. PRENTICE: That is a question of 
interpretation of the meaning of the Award. 

BtbU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Was it not definitely sug- 
gested in the Prime Minister’s Award that the criteria should be laid 
down generally on the lines of the Franchise Committee’s Report? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not think so. That 
is a matter of interpretation. 

BabU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
deny that, according to the Prime Minister’s Award, the criteria should 
generally follow on the lines of the Franchise Committee’s Report and 
that the Prime Minister’s Award distinctly says that the criteria have 
^ to be so laid down, but that deviation might be permitted in Borne cases? 

*r 

Tht HOfl’bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I will read paragraph 9 

of the Prime Minister’s Award at least the part of it which refers to 
this point:— 

“The precise definition in each province of those who (if elec to ratty 
qualified) will be entitled to vote in the special depressed class consti- 
tuencies has not yet been finally determined. It will be based as a rule 
on the general principles advocated 'm the Franchise Committee's 
Report. Modification may, however, be found necessary in some pro- 
vinces in Northern India where the application of the general criteria of 
untouchability might result in a definition unsuitable in some respects 
, to the special conditions of the province." 
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i Mu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: mat are th« modifi.-ationa 
(rffhe criteria — the criteria laid down in the Franchise Committee’* > 
Report — have been made by this Government? 

The Hon* bio Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would refer th4 
hon’ble member to paragraph 4 of the Government Resolution. 

Bobu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Paragraph 4 speaks of 
• social and political backwardness. Will the Hon’ble Member agios 
when I say that the terms are rather vague and that they require being 
defined themselves ? 

TBi Hon'bli Mr. W. O. R. PRENTICE. Social and political back* 
ward ness is the phrase which the Government have UHed. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: How is that to be deter* 
*miued? Did not the Prime Minister’s Award require you to lay down 
these criteria? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE! I have said previously 
in the Council that after we hove considered all the representation* 
that have come in, we will come out with a definite statement. 

ftlbu JITENDRALAL BANNER JEE: Sir, I submit, my question 
has not been answered. I want to know what are the criteria that 
Government have laid down for determining the social and political 
backwardness? 

Tht Hon’bli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am uo # t prepared to go 
beyond the phrase used in the Government Resolution. 

Baby JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But I want to know by what 
criteria are you to determine the social and political backwardness f 
Is it not a question which the Franchise Committee’s and the Print 
.Minister’s Award require the Government to # define? 

* • 

v , - 

ThrtWbi. Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not think any miclf 
statement appears in the Prime Minister’s Award. 

** Ibw mn l 1. A* NAC: With reference to (b) and (c). will tbs 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to say whether the Garo, the fionthal, the 
Orson and the Man da have been classified as tribes or as caste*? 

Tht Hon’bli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would refer tbe hon'M* 
member to paragraph 6 of the Government Resolution. 



m QUESTION, [27th Ms*., 

' Mn 1HANII tniKHAREEWAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member 

be pleased to state whether the Government have received any sORre* 
mentation from any recognised public associations in BengaU^tFthe 
criteria advocated by the Franchise Committee were not suit<rtjJ& for 
+ Bengal P 


Tht Hofi’blt Mr* W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid there are 
somewhere about 50C representations and I propose to devote wome 
time in Darjeeling to seeing what they contain. . • 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: That is not my ques- 
tion. question is whether the Government of Bengal in advocat- 
ing a criteria have received any representation from any re- 

cognised public association in Bengal to the effect that the definition 
advocated by the Franchise Committee was not suitable. 

Tht Hon’bit Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: If the hon’ble member 
means “did Government adopt this basis on the application of some- 
body else?” the answer is “no” as far as I know. 

Mr. IHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hobble 
Member be pleased to state why did they then adopt a different criteria? 

Tht Hon’ Mt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Government considered 
the circumstances of the province came within the terms of the Prime 
Minister’s Award and decided that untouchability was unsuitable as a 
basis and they had to frame their own basis. 


Btbu JITENDRALAt BANNERJEE: Why is it that the Govern; 

ment consider untouchability unsuitable as a basis? 

Tbt HonWt Mr. w. D. R. PRENTICE: Because they think that * 
circumstances of Bengal are such that it is unsuitable. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: What are the ciroametancee 

which make them unsuitable? 


Tht HoWMt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: The discussion about 
Jtlchal, Jol&ckal and such things has been perfectly interminaUa. * 

* Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Member he 
pleased to inform us whether the Government of Bengal dropped the 
term “depressed classes” ia favour of the term “scheduled castes” 
because they thought it was politically expedient to do so? 



Hm’Wi Mr, W, D. R.^RElfflBE: The tergf “depleted* 

j” led to so much discussion and dispute that we thought the 
ji| jj^ing would be to make out a list of ‘'castes” who are politi- 
cally mid Socially backward and put this list in a schedule. It will 
be seetfthat the White Paper has adopted this term and it has evidently 
been accepted by His Majesty’s Government for all provinces. 



Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is the Government of Bengal 
*tself on the back that its newlv-coined phrase has been adopted 
in the White Papers 

•V 

tfc» H«l’bl« Mr. W. D. B. PRENTICE: I think the White Papek 
shows that our suggestion is acceptable. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREIWAR RAY: nave the Government 
come to the present deeision after the Communal Award was modified 
by the Poona Pact? 

I Thi Hon ^ Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. It was before the 
Poona Pact because the decision was arrived at before I went on leave 
and the Poona Pact was effected when I was on leave. 


SHANTI SHEKHAREIWAR RAY: Had Mahatma Gandhi 
any knowledge of tins decision of the Government of Bengal? 

Thj Hon’Mt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know what Mahatma. 
Gandhi had knowledge of. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREIWAR RAY: Have the Government 
of Bengal informed the Prime Minister about the decision of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in this connection ? * 

* Thi Hoft’Mt Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE: From the fact that it 
appears in the White Paper I think one might take it that the Govern- 
w ynent at home did know all about it. 


**• JITENDRALAL BANNERJEK: (a) Wfll the Hon bit 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to stata 
whether it is a fact that the Franchise Committee asked the Govern* 
amt to supply a list o{ castes and sub-castes which it considered to 
ba^degmssed, applying the criteria of untouchability and un approach- * 
ability (including such disabilities as refusal of entry to public eating 
bouses)? ' 0 

(6) Was the Statement C reproduced at pages 220-221 of the 
Franchise Committee’s Report (Volume II) supplied byjthe Government 
in response to such query? . 
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(c) If the answer to (6) is m the a&rmative, were the Government 
satisfied that all the various castes included in that statement fulfilled 
the criteria mentioned in (a)? 

The Hon'We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Yes, but in reply to question 11 of their additional ques- 
tionnaire the Franchise Committee was informed that the list of castes to 
be included in the “Depressed Classes” was at present under revision and 
that it would be impossible to arrive at any decision regarding tbe final 
list before the date fixed by the Franchise Gommittee. In point of 
fact Government never did submit a final list to the Franchise Com- 
mittee. 


BabU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Did not the Franchise 
Committee ask the Government of Bengal to submit a list prepared 
with reference to certain criteria? 


Th# Hon'M* Mr. W. D. B. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. . 

BtbU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I inquire whether the 
Franchise Committee asked the Government of Bengal to submit a list? 

Th. Hon’M. Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes they did. 

BMtU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Was that list ever submittedP 

Th. Hon’M. Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I refer the hon’ble mem- 
ber to the last sentence of answer (b) and (c). 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: 

ted? 


Was that list ever mthfitL. 

s* ~ q 


Tht Hoit’bf* Mr. W. D a R. PRENTICE* I cannot make my answer 
clearer than what I have said in the printed answer. 

* 

* < 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I was asking whether 
Government did submit a list — not necessarily the final list — hut a lit# 
to the Franchise Committee. 

w* 


Tha Hon*bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: We have 

a final list. * < 


submittal 


Babu JITENORALAL BANNERJEE I This is no uuvsr to my 

question. 



•tl. Bafcu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'blw 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether the Rajbansis were included among “the Depressed Classes’* 1 
according to the Census of 1931, as given by the Government in their 
Statement C reproduced at pages 220-221 of the Franchise Committee'** 
Report, Volume IIP 

# (b) If the answef to (a) is in the negative — 

(0 what was the reason for this exclusion, and 

(it) what are the reasons which have led to their re-inclusion in the- 
provisional list published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 19th 
January, 1933 P 

(c) Is it a fact that the Franchise Committee in paragraph 297 of 
* ’•their Report expressed a definite opinion that the Rajbansis should, be 
excluded from the Depressed Classes? 

^ (d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, why has that opinion 

been disregarded? 

The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES (a) No, but the Committee 
were informed; by a telegram on the 16th April, 1932, that ttajbansia 
Jhould be included. 

(b) (i) They were not excluded — vide answer to (a). 

(Vi) They are included in a list of “Scheduled Castes’* for the reason 
l?fv«n in paragraph 4 of Resolution No. 122-A.R., dnted the 16th 
January, 1933. 

(c) Yes. 

$ id) Vide answer to (b) (it). 

BMNi JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference (6) (J); 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the Rajbansie 
Were ever included in that list? 

The Hofi'bk Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: *1 would refer the hon’ble 
member to answer (a). 

* B*m JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: My question is whether 

they were previously included. 

Th» HM*M» Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 am «.rry Mr. Bannerje. 
and I should differ in the interpretation of the English language. 
They weft not at first included, but the committee were informed 
by a telegram that Rajbansi should be included. 
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Babu JITEMDHALAL BANNER JEE: In th* jg§kal list were 
they not included? ^ ' 

Thi Hon’Mfl Mr* W. D. R« PRENTICE: No, they were included 
afterwards. 

Sibil JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: What was the reason for 
the addition ? 

Thi Hofl’bli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Answer to ( b ) (ii) is* 
sufficient answer to that. 

Sibil JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But I want to know why were 
they not included before? 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot give the reason, 
it was so long ago. e 

Sibil AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased * 
to state whether it is not a fact that an anti-untouchability movement 
has been started in Bengal by the so-called caste people? 


Thi HonPblt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I do not knoifa, 
Classification of castes. 

•12. Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble SJember in charge of the Appointment Department been 
•>-* called to the fact that the following castes claim to be Kshatriyas, 
vis,-— 

, <1) Jiagdi, 

(21 Jhalo Halo, 

(3) Kochh, 

<4) 1‘undari, and • 

(5) Bod? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 

fcr their being classed among the Depressed Classes? - 

(c) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the facf 
that the Bhuiafcalis end Kapalis claim to be considered as Vajsya^? . 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of excluding them from the list of DepreMieJ 
Castes? 
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TIW H«iwlh W. D. R. PRENTIOE I (a) Same ot the members 
of these castes have'" made claims to be Kshatriyas. 

(6) They have not been classed among the “Depressed Classes** but 
among the “Scheduled Castes’’ as they appear to satisfy the criterion 
given in pnrngiaph 4 of the Bengal Government Resolution No. 122- 
A.K., dated the 16th January, 1933. 

( c ) Some members of these castes have claimed that “Ynishya” 
should be added to the caste name. 

(tl) This will be decided with respect to the list of “Scheduled 
Castes” when the replies invited in the Resolution referred to above 
have been considered. 

Blbll JITENDRALAL BANNER JEE: Is not there a large section 
even in the Brahmin community who are socially and politically back- 
ward P 

% 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOE: That is a matter of opinion. 

Bftbtl JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will they be included in 
the scheduled castes? 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already said that 
our final decision will be announced later. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that Sir A. K. Ghuxnavi promised to consult the Brahmins before 
giving a decision at a session of this Council? 

* ‘ 

Thi Hon’Mt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTIOE: I am not aware that Sir 
A. K. Ghuxnavi ever had anything to do with the list of the scheduled 
-castes. 

Mr. BHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Is the Hon’ble Member 
In a position to deny that the question was dealt .with by his col- 
league in this Council? 

The Hi MM Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOE: I deny that Sir A. K. 
Ghuxnavi has had anything to do with the scheduled castes. It is my 

j* 

■ Safe. AMULYADHAH RAY: Will the Hon’ble Venter be pleued 
to any whether it is not a fact that the Hon’ble Sir A. E. Ghnsnavi said 
that the opinion of the members of the scheduled caste# would be taken 
and not of the Brahmins P 
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The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: As I have said I do not 
think Sir A. K. Ghuznavi ever dealt with the question of the scheduled 
castes. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHAR EIWAR RAY: Does the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber deny that he ever dealt with the question of depressed classes in 
this very Council? 

The Hon 1 bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: We have nothing to 3o 

now with the depressed classes. We have got a new classification now — 
the scheduled castes. 


Scheduled castes. 

0 

*83. Mr, B. C. CHATTERJEE: With reference to the list of 
scheduled castes published by the Government of Bengal, will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state— 

(i) who ^ere the authorities consulted in the preparation of the 
list; 

t ii ) whether- — 

(1) the Census Superintendent of Bengal, or 

(2) th<* Census Commissioner for India was consulted in the 

preparation of the list; 

(tti) if not, the reason for not consulting them; 

(id) whether in drawing up the list, the recommendations of the 
Franchise Committee were followed; 

( v ) if not, the reason therefor; 

(vi) why the Rajbansis, who were excluded from the list of Depressed 

Classes submitted by the Government of Bengal to the 
Franchise Committee, have now been included; and 
(mi) whether the Rajbansis do not claim to be Kshatriyas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (i) The list was prepared 

after considering previous reports and obtaining information from 
various sources. 

(»*) and (iii) No. Constitutional issues are not normally the concern 
of the Census authorities. 

(ip) No. 
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(#) ’The iestfon has been given in paragraph 3 of the Resolution 
No. I3B-A.R., dated the 16th January, 1933, published in the Calcutta 
Gazette. 


(t>t) Because they appear to come under the conditions given in 
paragraph 4 of the Resolution quoted above. 

( vii ) Some do in a limited sense. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer (*), 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to give us some of these “various 
sources"? 


Th« Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The files which are in 
the possession of Government. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Was any body outside Govern- 
- «Mnt consulted? 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 


Mr. 9. M. BOSE: With reference to answer (Hi) what is “the 
limited sense” which Rajbansis claim? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I shall read out a note 
that was appended to a letter from the Secretary of some Rajbansis' 
Association : — 

“It is to be noted here that the term ‘Kshatriya’ joined with their 
namo ‘Rajbansi’ indicateH that they ure invoking the influence of the 
name ‘Kshatriya* to raise themselves from their present miserable 
conditions fixing their aim to the virtues of the “Kshatriya.” 


Mr. 9, M. B09E: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the Rajbantif 
in the Census of 1911 and 1921 prayed to be excluded from the list? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know what they 
did in connection with the Census of 1911 and 1921. 

Mr. 9HANTI SHEKHARE9WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Mem. 
ber be pleased to state whether it is the intention of Government to 
baae their final decision on the basis of information gathered from 
their files? 


Tto Han'Mi Mr. W. D. R. PREMTIOIi Certainly. 
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*84. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: With reference to the list of Scheduled 
Castes in Resolution No. 122-A.R., published in the Calcutta Gazette 
of the 19th January, 1983, will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Appointment Department be pleased to state — 

(i) on what principle the list has been drawn up ; 

(ii) why, as stated in paragraph 4 of the above Resolution the 

Government consider that “the application of the genenal 
criterion of untouchability will result in a definition of 
Depressed Classes unsuitable to the special conditions of 
Bengal”; 

(Hi) in what respect the criterion of untouchability and unapproach- 
ability laid down by the Indian Franchise Committee (para- 
graph 297), is unsuitable for a definition of such classes in 
Bengal ; ^ 

(iv) what the “special conditions of Bengal” referred to in ths 
said paragraph 4 of the above Resolution are; 

(■») the total population of the Scheduled Castes in the said list; 

( vi ) whether such total! population of these castes has been included 

in the total Hindu population of Bengal; 

(vii) whether the said list is confined to Hindus alone; 

( mu) whether there are any Muhammadans in the said list; 

(is) whether he iH aware of the vi«yv accepted by the Indian 
Franchise Committee that “the aboriginals are an entirely 
distinct community from the Depressed (Masses and that 
under no circumstances should the two communities be amal- 
gamated for the purposes of representation”; 

(r) whether he is aware of the view of the Indian Franchise Com- 
mittee that “it is of the greatest importance that the inter- 
ests of the aboriginal tribes, who live a life entirely different 
from the rest of the population of India, should be pro- 
tected by effectual representation in the Council or, if that 

is not possible, by some other arrangement in the new 
constitution” ; 

(si) whether aboriginal tribes have been included in the said list; 

(sit) if so, the reason therefor, in face of the opinion of the Indian 

Franchise Committee; 

(siii) whether, in the premises, the aboriginal tribes should not b© 
separated from the Depressed Classes ; and 
(siv) whether the Government, in defining Depressed Classes, will 
adopt the test kid down by the Indian Franchise Committee? 
If not, why not? 
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1*» HM’We Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (wY), («#k («m> 

and (*tu) The member is referred to paragraph 4 of the Revelation to 
which at present Government have nothing to add. 

(v) 9,941,080. 

(ri) and (rii) Yee, all but about 5 per cent., mostly under tribal 
religions. 

(mi) No. 

<t>) The Committee suggested that this view should be accepted, 
1>ut they also stated* that they had been unable to make any adequate 
investigation of the subject and were therefore unable to put forward 
definite proposals. 

(*) Yes. 

(«*) Some aboriginal tribes and groups of aboriginal derivation have 
been included. 

(jpt i) Because the Government of Bengal are no longer concerned 
with “Depressed Classes” but are preparing a list of “Scheduled 
Castes.” * 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: With reference to (vitk) is it a fact that the list 
includes the Muhammadan castes of Dhoba, Halalkar, and Lalbagi and 
others ? 

Tht HOfl’bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: These have been cut out. 
Care has been taken to exclude them from the figures. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to answer 
(*V) are the aboriginals regarded as Hindu castes. % 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I can only refer the 
hon’ble member to paragraph 5 of the Government Resolution. 

Baku JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I submit that it is no 
answer. It is a mockery of an answer. 

Tht Mm j Mi Mr. W. Da R. PRENTICE*! I ’object to that term, 1 
The Resolution is before you and the Government has stated in para* 
graph 5 what they have included in the list of scheduled castes. 

Baht JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Are they to be regarded 
as Hindu caste&f That requires a plain answer if the Hon’ble Member 
does not try to evade the responsibility of an answer. e 

The Hea'We Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: We have included them 
under that term only for constitutional purpose*. 
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Baku JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Were they not included for 
•welling the number of depressed" chises. 

Tht Hon* We Mr* W. D* R. PRENTICES No, they were included 
because they were socially and politically backward. 

Mr* SHANTI BHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is there any reference to 
the scheduled castes in connection with the Poona Pact? 

Tha Hofl'We W. D* R* PRENTICE: So far As I am aware the«f , 
is not. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether Government considers that for that reason 
the Poona Pact should stand? 

Thi Hon'blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid the Poon a,- - 

Pact is not a matter for this Government to decide. 


8ohoduletf Gtstti. 

*85. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: (a) Will the Rou ble 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
bow the social and political backwardness of the Scheduled Castes, a 
iist of which was published in the Calcutta Gazette , dated the 19th 
January, 1933, has been determined? 

(h) Is it a fact that the test of untouchability has not been adopted 
by the Government of Bengal in selecting the Scheduled Castes? 

(a) If the reply to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reasons for not doing so? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether all the 
.87 castes included in the Scheduled List, are not Depressed Classes on 
the criterion of uatouch ability? 

(«) If the answer to ( d ') is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state which of them are untouchables and which are not? 

(j) Are they uutouchables to the caste Hindu or is untouchability in 
-existence amougst these 87 castes between themselves also? 

(g) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
-opinion of the caste Hindus has been ascertained in order to find out 
which are untamable* among the Hindus? 

(A) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
^attempt has been made to ascertain whether all these 87 schedule!*' 
•castes are socially and politically backward or not? 
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^1®“— — W. D. ft MgM*l9lt (4 On tU 

IMWiatMm in the poeeeep ini of Government. 

1 <pl Yes. 

(c) paragraph 4 of the Government of Bengal Resolution 
No. 132-A.B., dated the 18th January, 1933. 

(d) t (e) and (/) Government have not decided to which of thee# 
castes the criterion of untouchability applies. TJntouchability was not 
qpde the test in compiling the list. 

* v {g) No. 

(h) Yes. 

Hr. NARENDRA KUMAR SAtU: In answer to a supplementary 
^ question the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice has just stated that in ooming to a 
Jtnal decision regarding the final list Government will act on the in- 
Jgrmation in their possession and I find the same thing repeated in 
answer (a) to this question. May I ask the Hon’ble Member whether 
the publication of the list calling for opinion is a mere eye-wash P 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Not a bit. The informa- 
tion received in response to the resolution will be additional informs* 
tion which will be used in coming to a final decision. 

Mr. IHANTI SHIKHARItWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether in coming to a decision Govern- ± 
ment will give more stress on political backwardness or on social back- 
wardness P 


The HwPbli Mr. W. D« R. PRENTIOEl 1 should think on both. 


n i pm ii id otaeeee. 

«8E. Mni SATltH CHANDRA RAY OHDWDHURYl (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Depressed Classes in Bengal as recorded in the 
census of 1921 and in the census of 1981, respectively j and 
(it) whether the principle of claasificatba followed was theseme in 
both cases t 

fh) lithe answer to (a) (u) is in the afiroative, will* the Hon'ble 
Hftjlinffr.r 1 — 2 to ***** the principle that was followed, and if the 
answer it k the negative, will the Hoalde Member be pleased to state 
theiliAereat principlee followed and Che re— ms 1st -ft# 

m • a 
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(c) In the resolution regarding Scheduled Castes as published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 19th January, 193*3, have the Government fol- 
lowed any of the principles previously followed in connection with the 
last two censuses? 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason for such departure? 

( e ) What are the special conditions of Bengal (as noted in Resolu- 
tion No. 122A.R.) which led the Government to (jivert from the genegil 
principles of classification laid down by the Indian Franchise Com- 
mittee? 

(/) Is it a fact that according to the criteria laid down by the Indian 
Franchise Committee there is no Depressed Class in Bengal except the 
Bhuimalis? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(t) why the word “Depressed” is substituted by the word 
“Scheduled” in the Government Resolution; and 

(it) whether it is due to the fact that caste people in Bengal resent 
to be styled as Depressed? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(t) which nre the castes who have so far objected to being included 
in the Scheduled Castes; and 

(it) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
giving effect to their objections? 

TN Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) ( i ) The figures are: — 

1921—11,216,911. 

The Census Report for 1931 has not yet been published. 

(a) (it) and (b) Until the Census Report is published, Government 
are unable to answer these questions. 

(c), ( d ) ajid (e) The member is referred to paragraph 4 of the 
Resolution referred to. 

(/) No. 

(g) (t) and (it) The word “Scheduled” has been adopted as the 
castes are to be entered in a schedule for electoral purpos es—ride para- 
graph 4 of the Resolution. 

(h) (i) The representations are being examined and it isnotfitpM. 
sible to answer this question. 

(it) The matter is under consideration. 
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-to 8AT18H CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: Will the 
Han'ble Member be pleaded to state if the statement (c) reproduced on 
page# 220-221 of the Franchise Committee Report followed the Census 
Report of 1931 as regards the depressed classes? 

Th§ Hon'We Mr* W. D* R. PRENTICE* I am sorry I do not under* 
stand the question. 

* Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: In submitting 
their report to the Franchise Committee, did the Government of Bengal 
prepare their list from the Census figures of 1921 and 1931? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. I 
certainly do not think that 1931 Census figures were taken into consi- 
deration. If I recollect aright the Franchise Committee was wander- 
“ fag about the country when the Census of 1931 was being taken. 


Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: With reference 
to answer ( e ) will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state whether 
the political and social backwardness were considered to be conditions 
special to Bengal P 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: We have stated that we 
did not think untouehability u suitable criterion and so in accordance 
with the Prime Minister’s communal decision we decided to proceed on 
the basis of social and political backwardness. 

• 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble 
Member aware that social and political backwardness are not the special 
condition of Bengal and that they are to be found everywhere? 


The HevPbla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes, I imagine there 
are similar conditions everywhere else. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that if the Government had 
followed the Franchise Committee’s basis the figure for backward 
classes would have been very small? 


Hu Hou’bfe Mr. W. D. R* PRENTICE: It was found impossible 
to adopt the basis of tbe Franchise Committee’s Report. So we decided 
to introduce the basis of political and social backwardness. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
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(iMwm to which wcro laid on the table) 


Holiday forth# English Now Year's Day. 

70. Mr. R. MAITI. (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Finance Department he pleased to state— 

(t) whether it was the usual practice of the Government to observe 
one day as a close holiday for the English New Year's Day; 

(it) whether it is a fact that in the list of days to be observed in the 
year 1933 as close holidays, two days have been set apart as 
holidays for the English New Year’s Day? 


(b) Is it in order to avoid the difficulty arising out of the English 
New Year’s Day having fallen on a Sunday, that the holiday f£r the 
English New Year’s Day was actually observed on the day following, 
viz., on Monday? 

(e) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Gov- 
ernment to follow the same practice in the case of the Bengali New 
Year's Day, which coincides with the Good Friday holidays P 


MEMBER in ofcargo of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hotfblo 
Mr. J. A. WoodbMtf): («) (i) («) and ( b ) Yes. 

(c) No. 


71. Bobo SUK LAL NAG: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in charge 
of the Appointment Department be pleased to state the principles upon 
which Government have classified certain castes of Bengal as “Depressed 
class” with reference to 'the impending constitutional changes in India? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that a very large section of the 
{[indue in Bengal considers this kind of political caste system as 
dangerous and derogatory and. holds that in theory it is not reform but 
retrogression? •* 

(e) WhicVcsstes according to Government are “Untouchable*? 

(4) What is tW definition of “Untouchability” and “Ba ptis e d 
classes” according to Government with reference to izapeading cmmtitu- 
tional changes in India? 
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Hw/’Mi Mr. W. D. VK» PRENTICE t Government have not 

clarified any castes of Bengal as “Depressed classes.'* They have pre- 
pared a list of Scheduled Castes on the basis of the social and political 
backwardness of the castes, and the necessity of securing for them spe- 
cial representation in order to protect their interests. 

(b) Opinions on the list were invited and are under examination. * 
(e) Government have not classified any castes as “Untouchable/* 

(d) Government have not found it necessary to adopt any definition 
of “untouchability" or of the “Depressed classes’* in connection with 
the impending constitutional changes. 


Alaipur Khal. 

72. Babu SUK LAL NAG: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
*«-eharg» of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state the reasons for 
putting off the scheme regarding the re-excavation of Alaipur Khal as 
reported on page 133 of the Council Proceedings of 9th July, 1926 P 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Member be also pleased to give on idea as to 
the time when the scheme will be taken up in view of the assurance 
given by the then Irrigation Member P 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
HanMMe Alhadj Sir Abdefkerim Chuznavi): (a) Funds have not been 
available and in any case Government are not satisfied that an expendi* 
ture amounting to about 3$ lakhs of rupees on this scheme would be 
justified by results. # 

(by Government are unable to say when it is likely to be taken up, 
if at all. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

31—Eduontiofi (Transferred.) • 

Mr. BYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Sir, on Saturday morning 
we wepe discussing a resolution moved by Mr. Dain which raises a ques* 
tion of fundamental importance to the future educational progress of this 
presidency. Mr. Dain is of the opinion that it would be desirable to 
curtail the facilities which are now available for Uni verity education, 
or as be put it, to slow down University education until primary educa- 
tion has made considerable progress. . I do not think that there to any 
one ih this House who would not agree with Mr. Dain that it is desirable 
& the interest of national efficiency that far greatet provision should 
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be made for primary education. But tbe question regarding gpch a 
controversy is bound to arise is whether such provision shouhhhfe made 
at the sacrifice of University education or whether it woulflk not be 
desirable for every party in this House to combine and calPupon the 
Government to pursue an educational policy which would look equally 
to the interest of all the three different stages of education, primary f 
secondary, and University. Mr. Dain has placed certain figures before 
the House which it is my duty to challenge, and I claim I shall be able 
to prove that when Mr. Dain placed those figures before the House, 
he did not know what exactly the situation was. We find Mr. Dain 
referring to the condition of things existing in England. Mr. Dain 
states that, so far as England is concerned, the Universities do not 
receive grants from the Government, at any rate, they do not receive 
grants to any appreciable extent. Mr. Dain said— I took it down— 
that in his days the Universities did not receive any support from the 
public funds. 


Mr. G. R. GAINS On a point of personal explanation, Sir, I said my 
University of Cambridge. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Very well, I accept his 
statement. But even with regard to Cambridge, he was very clever 
iu not stating whether it was receiving any aid to-day. I do not want 
to take much time of the House by referring to what Mr. Dain said, 
but the impression he wanted to create was to the effect that the British 
Universities did not receive any appreciable State-aid. And that state- 
ment I am definitely going to challenge. I would refer Mr. Dain to a 
book written by a distinguished Professor of Political Science, Dr. 
Barker, of the * r ery University to which Mr. Dain belongs, where this 
question is dealt with very fully. It says— 

The State makes annual contributions on a considerable scale to 
the incomes of all the British Universities, including Oxford and Cam- 
bridge; the modest subsidy of £16,000 voted by Parliament in 1889, 

has now grown to £1,800,000." 

In another portion of th? book, which I would ask Mr. Dain to go 
through, we find it stated that the total income of British Universities 
to-day is over £5 millions or roughly about Rs. 7 croree ; nearly half 
of it is provided from public funds, and 36 per cent, of it, that is, a 
sum of about 1 crore and 26 lakhs, annually comes from Government 
grants mainly distributed through the University Grants Com mi ttee. 
Surely, this s£ows that not only was Mr. Dam's statement wrong but 
he was trying to place a point of view before this House, which is un- 
supported by British public opinion, including the great University 
to which he belongs. The other day, he was supported here by Mr, 
Abul Kasem whom however I never take very seriously, although 1 
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reafy&that he occupies the same position in this House as one of hie 
dietingmshed friends does in the Legislative Assembly, I mean Mr. 
Kabirudub Ahmed. Mr. Dain further stated that the luxury of having 
Uni versify education must be borne by the people who wanted to have 
it. That is, he added what generally happens in England also. Here, 
again, he ’eras hopelessly wrong, for I find in another place in the book 
from which I have quoted that access to the University for poor 
students is provided by a system of scholarships and bursaries, awarded 
by Government, Universities and other educational authorities. Twenty 
thousand out of a total of 44,000 students reading to-day in the English 
Universities are assisted in this way. That shows that at any rate in 
Great Britain where, as 1 said on a previous ocrasion, the average per 
capita income is many times more than the average per capita income 
in India, about 50 per cent, of the students receiving University educa- 
tion do get some sort of assistance. Mr. Dain is nodding hie head. I 
am not prepared to accept anything by his mere nodding. I can lend 
m gome books to him, and if he reads them, next time when he comes to 
this Council he will be, I am sure, nodding his head in approval. 

Let us come to the figures so far as this country is concerned. 
The point which I want to make out is that while I do feel along with 
every elected Indian member of this House that it must be the con- 
cern of Government to support primary education much more than 
what they are doing to-day, it is also true that the Government of 
Bengal do not spend on University education any such extravagant 
sum which requires to be reduced for the purpose of diverting it to 
the channel of primary education. Sir, I have not 
been able to follow what Mr. Dain exactly means when 
he says that University education should be slowed down. 
What does he mean by University education? In 
Bengal th? University is responsible for directly imparting instruc- 
tion to a large number of students both in Calcutta and Dacca. 
Secondly, under the University there exist about 60 affiliated colleges. 
Thirdly, the University also controls secondary education which is ad- 
ministrated by about 1,100 schools throughout the length and breadth 
of Bengal and Assam. I take it that when he says that University 
education should be slowed down, he means education controlled by the 
University, including collegiate and secondary education, should 
be slowed down with a view to advancing primary education. If we 
take the case of the grant to the Universities it is not a crore and twenty- 
five lakhs of rupees as is made to the British Universities at Home. The 
Universities in Bengal receive a grant of about Re. 10 lakhs and a half, 
half of which goes to the Calcutta University. The Calcutta University 
•pends annually about Be. 23 lakhs, of which a sum ef R*. 3 lakhs 
comes from endowments and the balance from fees. The Dacca 
University is, of course, largely maintained by Government where the 
lee income is comparatively small, as it must necessarily be, the area 



m D^MATOS Jjpn GRANTS. [27th 1^, 

being vety small. The justification of the Dacca University is ques- 
tion into which I do not want to enter here, but even Mr. Bpin will 
not venture to suggest the curtailment of its grant. Anregards 
collegiate education, what are the figures P We find that R«: r 54 lakhs 
are spent on collegiate education from all sources, including Govern- 
ment grant. Government spend about Es. 27 lakhs. About Rs. 10 
lakhs go to the maintenance of the professional colleges. I dare say 
Mr. Dain does not contemplate the idea of closing down the Sibpur 
College or the Medical College. As regards the balance, I find that 
Rs. 15 lakhs are spent for the maintenance of Alwut 10 Governmetfl 
colleges, bo far as this question is concerned, mwon this side of the 
House huve continually pressed for deprovincialisaHon. We want that 
this sum should be made available to all the colleges in the province 
and not to a chosen few. So far as the other colleges are concerned 
where 17,000 out of 20,000 students receive education, Government do 
not find it possible to spend more than Rs. 2,32,000. It is deplorable 
that the Government of Bengal have for reasons beat known to th m^. 
•elves stopped the non-recurring grant of Rs. 1,29,000 which was dis- 
• tributed to the private colleges for many years past. Let us now take 
secondary education. The total expenditure on this head is about 
Rs. 1 crore and 25 lakhs, of which only Rs. 25 lakhs, a maginificient 
sum, are paid by Government and the rest is met from fees and other 
sources. I do not know whether Mr. Dain has heard of the Hartog 
Committee. I hope he has. From the report of that committee it 
appears that the proportion of Government grant for secondary educa- 
tion has been increasing everywhere excepting Bengal. In Madras and 
the Punjab it has more than doubled in the last ten years. In the 
United Provinces, the Central Provinces and Assam about half the 
total cost of secondary education is now met from Government funds. 
On the other hand fees in Bengal hear almost two-thirds of the cost, in 
Madras and Bombay one-half, in the United Provinces, Burma and the 
Central Provinces only a little over a four. That shows we are spend- 
ing too much on secondary education in Bengal. This is the conclu- 
aion at which we must arrive if we examine the figures impartially. I 
do not for a moment claim that the present system of education doe* 
not .tand in need of reforms. It does, and if, in future, the educational 
ayatem la to benefit (he province a, a whole, reforms must be introduced. 
But surely mtroducion of reforms means more expenditure and the 
point I want to make now it that you cauuot effect any reduction in 
the total Government grant* made on University education. The 
different stages of education must be looked upon as component part* 
M one living organism, You cannot neglect one part without effecting 
the vitality ofcthe entire whole. It ia true one of the drawbacks of tbs 
K«a*nt educational system ia that primary education has hem aeglect- 
ad. Bwt when the time come*, as it must, to advance primary educa- 
ia it seriously suggested that Government should be naked to 
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> expenditure on secondary and University education? That will 
r result in a loss of national efficiency which we cannot tolerate,. 
Lot lue put a few questions to Mr. Dain. Who is responsible for the 
fact that primary education has not made any advance in this country? 
Who will dispute that it has so long been neglected? For the last 150 
years who has ruled this country? It was the bureaucracy, consisting 
of representatives of the country from which Mr. Dain comes. Why 
did they not introduce primary education in this country? Do they 
realise that it constitutes one of the darkest spots on British adminis- 
tration? What explanation can Mr. Dain offer? Let me again put 
Mr. Dain’* sincerity to the test. Mr. Dain is anxious that money 
should be diverted from other heads to primary education. Would Mr. 
Dain come forward and support me when I say that a portion of the 
police grant, amounting to Us. 2 crores and 27 lakhs per annum should 
be transferred for the purpose of spreading primary education ? Would 
Mr. Dain come forward aud support the proposal that the expenditure 
jails, which has reached the figure of Hs. 50 lakhs per annum should 
be reduced and a port'on of it should be transferred to primary educa- 
tion ? Would Mr. Dain come forward and support me if I bring for-** 
ward a proposal that the cost of the General Administration amounting * 
to Rs. 1 crore and 22 lakhs per year which involves the payment of 
salaries at a stupendous scale unparalleled iu the history of the civilised 
world, should he reduced and the money saved thereby should be diverted 
to primary education? Would he support us in that direction? Or, 
would Mr. Dain come forward aud call upon Government to make a 
reduction in the expenditure of a crore of rupees for checking the civil 
disobedience movement and transfer u portion of that to primary 
education? May I ask again, if Mr. Dain will he prepared to apply 
the educational principle enunciated by him, which he wants to he 
applied to Indian education, to European education as well and say 
that the sum of Rs. 13 lakhs should not lie spent on European education, 
on the ground that the Europeans in Bengal are rich enough to bear 
its coat and that a portion of it should be diverted to primary educa- 
tion? 


But, Sir, Mr. Dain will not make an^ proposal of that kind; • 
neither will he support any such suggestion, 'fhe ofcly proposal he 
has to make is to reduce the grants for University education by 
which the Indians are henehtted. There is a class of critics, I do 
not believe that Mr. Dain belongs to that class, who do not love primary 
education so much, hut hate University education so far as this 
country is concerned. Why? Because the present system of Univer- 
sity education, notwithstanding its manifest faults, ha# achieved some 
paramount results. It has aroused the national consciousness of this, 
mt country; it has produced men, who can stand up before Mr. Dain 
and others, and refuse to regard Europeans as their superiors simply 
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because they are Europeans, who insist upon the acceptance of tWfir 
rights and privileges based on the principle of equality. That q||ha 
reason why University education is not liked by some people. 

The only remedy which lies before us is to pursue an edula^onal 
policy which will support all stages of education equally and benpfoially. 
Sir, so far as the system of primary education goes, it is going to form 
the solid foundation of the great national structure upon which must 
be placed a net-work of schools and colleges, all not providing for an 
education, predominantly literary in type, but varied and diverse iia 
character, catering for the changing needs and conditions of society 
to-day. And, Sir, the crowning structure of this national edifice must 
be the provision for advanced study and research in different branches 
of learning, which will remain under the control of brilliant Univer- 
sity men, well-trained and well-equipped men, rich alike in imagina- 
tion and experience, men, whose sacred duty it will be not only to 
teach, but also to learn, and advanced the bounds of knowledge, so 
as to extend the name and fame of this great province. This province 
will be the home not only of mechanics, artisans and foremen of whom 
Mr. Dain speaks, and of tramway-conductors and bus-drivers, but it 
will also be an active centre of intellectual activities, a province, that 
will be ever ready and willing to extend her protective wings to seekers 
after knowledge and truth. 


Mr. W. 0. WORDSWORTHS We have listened, I think all of us, 
with pleasure to the admirable speech of the member for the University, 
and I myself give my full support to his tribute to what University 
education has done for this province. I shall contribute a few general 
observations and then some figures to this discussion. Any comparison 
between conditions obtaining in one country and another must be used 
with great discretion. We cannot argue directly from conditions in my 
own country to conditions here. In the first place, in my own country, 
University education is only a part of the highest education that the 
country offers. It is one of many choices. In this country, the only 
way of getting higher education is to get it under the University, and 
that males a tk'emendous' difference. We are rather obsessed by the 
University, and by degrees, in this country, and English people here 
tend to forget that University education in India is the same thing as 
the sum total of higher education. Thus if there are 30,000 students 
in the University and the colleges under it, what this means is that 
there are in this province of 30 million, 30,000 people who are being 
■eduoated beyoUB the age of 16. Whether that is an excess or defect# 
people will judge far themselves, but it is necessary that we should re- 
member this important factor. Then, again, in my own country, man 
«an find their way into the different professions by a variety of ways. 
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In gms country a man who wishes to get into one of the learned profes* 
aioMbr to find employment of a dignified kind, must be educated under 
the Siversity. If he wishes to be a doctor, he must take a University 
degTi^if he wishes to be a lawyer he must take a University degree; 
if fie wishes to be an Engineer, he is almost obliged to do the same thing. 
It « h^ly possible for him to get any responsible work under Govern- 
ment or'ii&y responsible work in the business world unless he has passed 
through the University in some department. I would remind the House 
also that education is not to be interpreted only in terms of employ- 
ment. Unemployment is a very grave evil in all countries at present, 
and it would he foolish to speak rashly about it, but education to the 
educationist, and the politician, must also be something more than a 
reference to employment. It ib part of the equipment of the State, it 
is part of the strength, the dignity and self-respect of a modern civilised 
State, and it is impossible to imagine any State in this century com- 
manding the respect of its neighbours and safe from their cupidity, 
-wafe from their contempt, if it has not amongst its people a considerable 
proportion of well-trained intellects. University education in India, 
therefore, is not to be interpreted merely by comparative figures, and 
following on these general observations I may proceed to put before the 
House the figures of University grants in Great Britain to-day. 

Mr. Syama Pros ad Mookerjee has referred to one very useful book. 
I would refer to another which I consider even more useful, which 
might with value he kept in our Council Library. It is “The Year 
Book of Education”. Yesterday I looked up the latest figures sup- 
plied by the Board of Education to the British Parliament, figures of 
the grants to the British Unversitieu, and this table shows, as 
Mr. Mookerjee has said, that there is not a University in England and 
Wales that does not receive grants from Government. 1 might add as 
a matter of n priori inference that the Scottish Universities also would 
insist on getting their share, but if a priori argument is not sufficient 
I may add as a fact that 4 Scottish Universities plut the UoyqJ Technical 
School at Glasgow, between them receive about £370,000 a year out of 
the Treasury, Now, may I give some figures of these Parliamentary 
grants. Let me refer to the four largest. 

The University of London with all it% schools receives almost 
£600,000, the total University income being £1,600 ,00ft 

Next comes the University of Wales, which is made up of 4 consti- 
tuent colleges. It gets £165,000. 

Third on the list comes the University of Cambridge, which gets 
£150,000. Fourth comes the University of Oxford which gets 
£135,000. Now these figures are interesting in themsUves, bat more 
interesting when we draw certain inference*. May I read the chief 
heads for the University of Cambridge? Its total income is just short 
of £600,000. Its endowments are £130,000, its grant from Parliament 
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£160,000 and iti .income from feet about £230,000. Now this doaC*M%* 
include the accounts of the colleges, which, as you know, are at Q||ord 
am^ Cambridge in some way separate from, and in some way idJhtica! 
with, the University. But the figures as set out here showr'IhaVa 
student at Cambridge or at Oxford pays of the total cost of hieeduca- * 
tion to the University a little more than a third at Cambridge, and a 
little less than a third at Oxford, the remaining cost of his education 
being divided between endowments come down to us mainly from the^ 
Middle Ages, and the treasury grants. If, therefore, a student now- 
adays at Oxford pays £250 a year for his education, it may be assumed 
for argument that his father is paying about £150 for the board and 
lodgrinig part of it in the college and about £100 for his education. But 
if it were not for the grants, if it were not for the endowments, the » 
University would have to charge him about £200 more.. 
Therefore every student who goes to Oxford and Cambridge 
receives a sum equal to about £200 a year. If he gets 
a scholarship from his college, University, or the public authority unde^ ^ 
which he has been educated or from his Public School, then of course 
the contribution to his education is so much higher. Here I may draw . 
the attention of those interested in the detailed study of education to the 
very valuable article on the first page of this week’s Timet 
Educational Supplement , where the cost of scholarships 

in England is examined, and it is shown there that about HO per c<sot,» 
of the students at our Universities in England receive scholarships Jfom 
colleges, schools, Universities or local authorities paid out of rates and 
taxes, or from other sources at the disposal of these. I am afraid 
therefore that I am unable to agree with Mr. Dain that our parents 
when they paid large fees for us at Cambridge and Oxford were shoulder- 
ing, as a private responsibility, the whole cost of our education. Ad- 
mittedly, these grants from Parliament are a recent development at 
Oxford and Cambridge. They have been largely occasioned by the War, 
though not, entirely. Oxford and Cambridge were for centuries what 
we might call private Church Universities. In the last half century 
or so they have developed first of all into being Universities of the 
State, and in their final stage, into Universities of the Empire. They 
exist now to serve the whole Empire, not, as they did 100 years ago, 
to serve only those who were connected in some way or the other with 
the Church of England, and the recognition of their claims to assist* 
ante from public funds, has, I believe, been strengthened by the feeling . 
that they are doing work not only for England, but for the whole 
Empire. . t 

Khan lihgjir Muriel AZIIUL HAQUE: After the most eloquent * 
speech of Mr. Syamsproead Mookerjee and the illuminating speech 
Mr. Wordsworth very little remains for us on the side of the Betts* -- 
to say except to explain our position, as to how we look* open* this 
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We are in full sympathy with the mover that pr unary eduoa- 
* matter of very important concern to the State, and the time 
to eome if the reforms are to be successful as Mr. Mookerjee ha* «l|d t 
that the electorate should be so trained and educated. But tha t 
depends entirely on the amount of expenditure which the State is 
going to spend upon primary education. But the motion before the 
House is not merely that we must encourage primary education hut 
* tot something should be taken out of the money that is now being 
•pent on University education. It is there that the difference lies 
between Mr. Dain and Mr. Mookerjee and many members of this 
Council. I feel that I should he failing in my duty if I did not raise 
my voice at this stage in the matter of further curtailment of the 
. flftfot, to the Universities. The fact stands that Bengal is what it is 
to-day, due to the system of University education. If it is bad, it is 
due to the University education and if it is good, it is due to the 
University education. The question now is as to whether the amount 
^if expenditure on University education is sufficient or not. The needs 
of about 50 millions of people are such that the money now spent on 
University education is too small, and I am sure the Hon’ble Minister 
^ knows that perfectly well; every year he is flooded with applications 
from the Dacca University and the Calcutta University a* well as from 
numerous colleges. The Dacca University’s demand for more money 
^and the Calcutta University’s demand for more money is fully justified, 
because if you want to develop University education on proper lines 
» you .must require sufficient money; and therefore if this motion wants 
that there must be curtailment of the expenditure on University educa- 
tion, we on this side of the House shall not be at all in sympathy w f ith 
it, because we keenly feel. I am absolutely frank in this respect — that 
Muhammadans in the past did not take full advantage of University 
education and it is not to the interest of the State to allow one com- 
munity to prosper leaving the other community to take its own course, 
which will not he to the benefit of the Muhammadans or of the Hindus, 

I ma y admit frankly therefore that we look upon any proposal to curtail 
expenditure on University education with great nervousness and we feel 
that the only way in which the Hindus and the Muhammadans can 
equally prosper is by balancing the educational progress. It is from 
that point of view as also from the general point of vfbw that we con- 
sider any curtailment of expenditure upon University education to be 
quite unjustified. I do not deny that the time has come when we must 
find more money for primary education. Whether it is to be found 
from one source or another, it is certain that it cannot be done from the 
meagre amount of pittance given to the University. On the other hand - 
I personally feel that it is passible for Government to%ffect a certain 
amount hi curtailment in the inspecting line, where they spend a lot of 
money. But that is beeide the point. The motion now before the 
House j« only concerned with University edneetiop. I will not tire 
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the House with any more statistics, but suffice it to say that in this 
House we are practically unanimous that it would be suicidal to the 
interest of Bengal to curtail any expenditure on University education. 

Reverend Ba A« MAC* All that could be said in favour of higher 
education and University education has been said by the three previous 
speakers and has been ably said. I would however refer to Mr. Darn's 
reference to Bombay as our example in the matter of primary educa- 
tion. Since I heard him yesterday I looked into the Hartog Commit- 
tee’s report and I found that he was as incorrect about the implication 
of the figures of expenditure on primary education as he has been about 
those on University education. It is a fact that Bombay’s grant— I 
refer to the Hartog Committee’s report— for primary education is 
Its. 1,98,00,000, whereas from the same report we get that Bengal 
grants only Its. 07,00,000. But all the same I believe Bengal comp&ree 
favourably with Bombay in the matter of primary education. For 
instance in Bombay there are only 12,300 primary institutions for bojw 
and 1,600 for girls— altogether 13,800 primary schools. But in Bengal 
there are 38,200 primary institutions for boys and 14,600 for girls; 
altogether 62,800, about 4 times the number of primary institutions in 
Bombay. I know that the population of Bengal is nearly 2J times that 
of Bombay but the number of institutions is 4 times. Therefore so far as 
+ the mimber of primary institutions is concerned we are doing very 
well indeed. Then the average area served by each of these primary 
institutions in Bombay is 10 square miles — an impossible thing — while 
in Bengal the average area served by each primary institution is only 
2 square miles. There again we compare very favourably indeed with 
Bombay. Then about the number of pupils taught. In Bombay in 
these primary institutions there are 11,300,000 boys and girls, whereas 
in Bengal there are 23,500,000 boys. Then, Sir, why is it that Bombay 
makes a grant of Re. 19,800,000 for primary education and Bengal 
makes a grant of Us. 67,00,000? The reason is that Bombay pays its 
primary school teachers Its. 47 per month, whereas Bengal pays at 
the rate of Rs, 8 per month ! which is quite deplorable ! That shows 
r therefore that by this Its. 07 lakhs we are capable of doing the work 
which is practically t 6 tipes the work that Bombay does with a larger 
grant. If Mr.'Dain wants that salaries of our primary school teachers 
Should be increased-that is a different matter, but let it not be said that 
\ Bombay does any the better than Bengal. I am quite proud of what 
Bengal is doing as compared with Bombay. All the same I plead for 
advancement in primary education. A real comparison with Bombay 
can only be made with the estimated expenditure when the Primary 
Education Act*haa been set in motion, because in Bombay the power of 
compulsory education has been given to the local while in Bengal it has 
not yet begun. Therefore real comparison will come in when the 
Bengal Primary Education Act has been set in motion. So. we cannot 



lH] DEMANDS fOR GRANTS. *» 

y 1 

accept Mr. Dain’s motion for slowing down University education and 
making Bengal a nation of foremen, carpenters and mistries, but Ut 
na go ahead with our University education. If University education 
» given to a great extent the time may come when even our cultivators 
jrill be University men and that will be nil the better for the country 
i — a country of graduate labourers and so forth, and that does not speak 
ill of a country. I oppose Mr. Dain’s motion. 

• Dr. NAREEH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAi I should not have 
thought it necessary to intervene in this debate after the very ablir 
manner in which this motion has been discussed by persons who are 
very well qualified to discuss it, but I feel some sympathy for Mr. Dam 
and I regret that his fine enthusiasm for the extension of primary 
education should have received a cold douche in the fashion in which 
it has. I should suggest however that now that Mr. Dain has given 
evidence of his great enthusiasm for primary education in which he 
%rill find every one in this House at one with him he would in future 
leave the University alone and try' to find out other avenues of funds 
for extending primary education. I might suggest to him several 
ways other than what has been suggested by Mr. Svamaprosad 
Mookerjee. I find that Mr. Dain feels very much for the ignorance 
of his foremen and his labourers, and I am sure that there are other 
employers of labour in this province who too feel the same. But what 
about compelling every employer of labour to provide elementary 
education for his labourers and for opening continuation classes for 
them and also primary classes for their children? I hope Mr. Dain 
will have no objection to this and that if any such proposal were made 
by anybody he would give him his earnest and cordial support. Thep 
again Mr. Dain labours under a sort of fallacy which is very similar 
to the fallacy which prevailed at one time under the name of the « 
Wages Fund Theory. He thinks that the amount allotted to educa- 
tion in our budget is a sort of inviolate amount, i.e., *en amount 
beyond which we cannot go for the purpose of education, and if any 
adjustment has to be made it 1ms got to be found out of that alone;' ^ 
That idea is entirely fallacious. The whole of the revenues of Bengal 
is available to draw upon if Government ghooses for the purpose 
extending primary education and I am sure that the next time we hear 
Mr. Dain he will come forward with some proposal which will 
more acceptable, regarding the source from which money for primary 
education should be found. 

Matrivi TAMIZilDDIN KHAN: While it is impossible to agree 
with Mr. Dain, in so far as he intend* to slow down University educa- 
tion, I do not see why some of the previous speakers should have been 
so harsh upon him. I think his seal ior the advancement of primary 
education is quite laudable and every one in this Hpnee is in agreement 
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with him so far as that desire is concerned. But I am afraid that in hie 
enthusiasm for primary education he has been blind to the needs of 
University education; and I also think there is a good deal of truth 
in his statement that Government have hitherto not done its duty by 
primary education. 

It is I think, Sir, the primary duty of a civilised Government to make 
adequate provision for primary education. I am not accusing the pre- 
sent Government only, but I am also accusing the predecessors of the 
present Government, that it has been culpably ipq^igait about th« 
needs of primary education in this provinoe. In flair enthusiasm to 
condemn Mr. Dain for his views regarding curtadboMHt of University 
education some of the speakers have rather gone to the other extreme. 
For instance, Mr. Nag has said that he iB proud of what the Govern- 
ment in this province has done for primary education. 

RtVtrtfld B. A. MAC: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
1 did not say that. I said it compares very favourably with Bombay.* 

Maulvl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Surely it compares very favour- 
ably with Bombay; but that is hardly a matter for congratulation. 
But so far as he says that he is proud of what the Government has done 
for primary education no one will agree with him. We are ashamed 
of what we have done about primary education. As I have already 
said, there can be no question of curtailing University education : that 
will be simply curtailing the intellectual progress of Bengal which no 
reasonable man can seriously contemplate with equanimity. 

(Here the Council adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 

» 

Tfw Hon’bte Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the Government, 
I am afraid, must oppose the motion as it stands. While we recognise 
that it is ihe primary duty of Government to provide for primary 
education, we cannot accept the proposition that the present activities 
of the University should be curtailed. We feel that even if Mr. Bain’s 
suggestion were to be accepted and a certain amount of money were 
to be diverted from University to primary education, the amount 
available would he so small that it could not in any way materially 
improve the present position of primary education in Bengal. To 
make adequate provision for primary education in Bengal requires a 
very large sum of money, and it will be in the opinion of Government 
wrong to cripple University or secondary education without at the same 
time being in a position to make primary education free and oampnlsory 
all over the province. Sir, various members of this House have «n- 
^reseed their opi niton on this subject and I agree with them that the 
"SUfuntty have certain claims on Government for n e s s t s n o c , Govern^ 
■jitoafc Wv recognised this fact and have given gnats ns far as possible 
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two Universities. There it only one thing I should Mke to 
out to this House and that is that even compared with England 
the .assistance which the Universities are getting at present from 
Government compares very favourably with that which the Universities 
in Great Britain get from the State. Therefore as far as the Univer- 
sities are concerned we are giving adequate grants. So far as primary 
education is concerned the problem is so great and the amount required 
is so vast that it is not possible to finance it from our provincial revenues 
as they stand at present. Therefore Government have come forward 
frith a provision forVlditional taxation. I have repeated many times 
the reasons why it is not possible to impose the tax at present and there- 
fore it is not necessary for me to go into that question just now* 
But I would request Mr. Dain to consider whether lie thinks it ad- 
visable, in view of the fact that after all you cannot really improve 
primary education by even accepting his proposal, to proceed with 
the motion which he has moved. I would therefore request him to 
withdraw his motion and would point out to him that, as far as possible, 
Government are very anxious and keen to encourage primary education 
and they are doing all they can in this respect, and while they have 
effected a cut in the grants that they are making to the colleges and 
secondary schools, they have refrained from making any cut whatso- 
ever in the grants for primary education ns also girls’ education. They 
realise that at present primary education and education for girls have 
prior claims on Government, and in spite of the financial stringency 
Government have refrained from making any cut in those grants. 
Therefore ho will see that so far ns the spirit of his resolution goes, 
Government have gone some way towards fulfilling it, I am afraid we 
must oppose the resolution but I would request Mr, Dain, in view of 
the explanation I have given, to withdraw' his motion^ 


Reve r en d B. A, NAG: On a point of order, Sir. Am I justified 
in saying that since the Hon’hle Minister has replied in this way I 
withdraw the first part of my speech ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT! That is not a point # of qrder — it may be re- 
pentance. (Laughter.) # 

The motion of Mr. G. R. Dain was then by leave of the House 
withdrawn. 

Bata SATISH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURYl } beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 5,32,000 under the head “31 A — Education 
(Transferred)— Grants to Universities” be reduced by Ha. •{♦tip, 
raise a discussion on the present system of University education whWj£^: 
has no reference to the practical needs of life.) 

IS 
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AffcAhe very able speech ef Hr. lloakefjeii;i^ defence of Univer- 
sity.edScdtion'one must feel like fish out of wiisr ip criticising the 
*$>Hcy underlying University education. But there are certain features 
of this education which calls for close scrutiny, as even Hr. Hooker jee 
has had to admit, and as was recently expressed by the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University who pleaded for a drastic change and reconstruction. of 
the educational system. 

Sir, it cannot be denied except by interested persons that the Calcu^a 
University has the most brilliant record whether it be in the field of 
teaching or in the field of original research and considering the handi- 
cap under which it has been working, a more brilliant achievement can 
hardly be conceived. The main handicap is undoubtedly the want of 
funds which Government alone can provide. This being granted there 
must be a substantial change in the outlook of our University authori- 
ties on the question of education suitable to modern condition. The 
efforts hitherto made by the University must be supplemented by fresh 
endeavours in new direction. » 

Since the world war the educational machinery in all countries df 
Kurope is being overhauled to give expression to the new ideas in educa- 
tion and to cover fresh fields and to meet new needs. A new definition 
of the aim of education has been laid down by a great educationist in 
the following words: — 

“Knowledge must not be t lie aim; it must rather he natural and inci- 
dental product of a definite organisation of the life of children in the 
school. In truth we must make our school a ‘School of life’. Under 
the guidance of the teacher, the pupils should learn how to live. In 
this process of self-organisation the children will acquire knowledge and 
habits but at the same time they will be developing powers and adjust- 
ing themselves, to the world.” 

The two expressions which I specially emphasise are “how to live” 
and “adjusting themselves to the world” which are the objects of 
education: 

Row does this test apply to our young graduates and our young men 
out of school? They have received an education which instead of 
enabling them to adjust themselves to the world places them out of 
adjustment to ( their owir homes and neighbours — not to speak of the 
world. Imagine, Sir, a middle-class gentleman's son hailing from the 
village — a cottage dweller residing in costly boarding houses in Calcutta 
and receiving an education which has no reference to the life as he had 
lived before or as he will have to live after finishing studies and then 
yon can correctly gauge the reason of the maladjustment visible every- 
where in our pountry. Since the great war the practical side of educa- 
v lion is receiving very great emphasis almost in every country of Europe 
and Japan more than the cultural side. Not to speak of Russia where 
a great experiment is taking place in the field of education and where 
every child at school is like a labourer in a workshop whose hands and 
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^fcetional from the nurseries, i.e., the school for children to 
•% M* the sense that at whatever stage the boy comes out of the educe* * ' 
tional institution he finds himself fit for some or other employtnep$ 
unlike our graduates fit only for clerkship or the profession of law, 
Blghtly therefore has one of Bengal's great savants and educationists 
said only recently that if he had been dictator for one day he would rasa 
th» law colleges to the ground. He was only one step short of saying 
that he would rase the whole university to the ground probably out of 
ftar of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee — the great champion of the Univer- 
sity, Undoubtedly he may be taken to have said that very thing 
because if you eliminate Law and Medicine you not only amputate 
but decapitate the University of Calcutta for better or for worse. 

Sir, we have had cultural education enough. Ours is an old culture 
which will survive even without any pedagogic nursing but no culture 
can live and no civilisation can stund long if the vast mass of a country's 
jjopulation are without the means of earning their livelihood by honest 
labour. The world civilisation to-day is in danger of being destroyed 
by the fury of the hungry multitude. How much so must it be in our 
country. Mr. Gandhi — the great seer and the great devotee — once said 
that God can appear in India in one shape ami one shape only, namely, 
in the Shape of food for its millions. If religiou itself be meaningless 
for the foodless far less ran have the cry of culture and civilisation any 
sense for them. 

The great need of the time, therefore, is to fit in education to the 
needs of our daily life. This is possible only by making our educational 
programme cover the field of trade commerce and industries — all art* 
and crafts of our daily existence. 

In Germany they are forwarding industrial and cmhmercial educa- 
tion by Imperial legislation covering all individual states whereby school 
districts or communes have been authorised to compel all boys under 18 
to attend an industrial and commercial school. This provision can be 
made to apply even to girls. The Minister of Uommerce and Industry 
being in charge of the Industrial Education. 

In France by the Astir Law of 1919 practical schools of commerce 
and industry were reorganised. The rapid iHdusfria] progress of the 
neighlKHiring rival states led to the conviction in France that, she was 
falling behind in per capita production and hence the new endeavour. 

Comiug nearer home let us consider the case of Japan, 

The educational progress and the educational system of Japan may be 
studied with profit by our University and our educational authorities. 

The more so because she has to-day surprised the worhf by filling th# * 
world markets, especially the Indian markets, with her cheap products. 

Bhe is out to-day not only to conquer territories from divided and disunit- 
ed China but also to beat the most advanced nations af the world in the 
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field o! commerce. How to protect ourselves against these commercial 
aggressions ought to be a real problem with us. The curriculum of her 
advanced elementary schools even include subjects like (1) Fish, (2) 
Forest and Woods, (3) Botany, (4) Hydrochloric acid, Chlorine, Potas- 
sium sulphates, Aluminium, etc. Coming to the University we find there 
not only the faculty of science and engineering but also the faculty of 
agriculture which includes 20 subjects including forestry, taught by 36 
professors. Besides there is a University devoted to commerce known as 
the Tokyo University of Commerce. Attached to this University is a 
preparatory department consisting of 11 professoVs, a business schodl 
and a school for the training of teachers for commercial subjects. It 
should also be noted that no diploma is conferred there merely on the 
passing of the examinations. A thesis approved by the Board of 
Examiners is a pre-condition of obtaining a diploma. One other signifi- 
cant fact to note and which I hope my friend Munindra Deb Rai 
Mahasai will be quite glad to note is that the University Library contains 
749,051 books of which the Faculty of Agriculture alone possesses 31,90Q 
volumes in Japanese and Chinese and 29,900 European and American 
books. How many books on agriculture can you find in Calcutta and yet 
Bengal is pre-eminently an agricultural country and our Minister for 
Education is supposed to take a keen interest in education. In Japan 
there is a Director of University Library too. I need not tire you by 
mentioning the technical schools too numerous to mention which have 
assisted to industrialise the nation in so short a time. 

Now take the case of Bengal. To learn so important and vital 
a subject as Agriculture our students have to go to Poona: to learn 
commerce effectively they have to go to Bombay, to learn 
forestry which is another very important avenue, nobody knows where 
they are to turn, to learn mechanical and electrical engineering they 
must apply to Malaviyaji at Benares. The only technical institution 
in Bengal which is doing any real service is the Jadavpur School and 
that is under private management. 

Sir, the need of primary' education is certainly very urgent as 
emphasised by Mr. Dain hut let it be remembered there too we stand 
the risk of squandering ( our resources unless the programme and the 
curricula are wisely selected to fit into a general scheme of intellec- 
tual development and economic regeneration of the country though 
education began with the primary school and ending with the Univer- 
sity— the stream of learning flowing uninterruptedly through the several 
strata, namely, thhe continual schools, the middle and the secondary 
achoola. One definite aim backed by organisation on scientific line 
and expert guidance must run through the whole educational system, 
otherwise failure is writ large on all endeavours. These facte I hope 
will be borne in mind by the Hon’ble Minister because the coming 
times offer great opportunities when the resources may be placed at the 
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disposal of the Government which could be utilised for the good of the 
country for the advancement of learning as well as for the multifarious 
needs of the nation. With these few words I commend my motion to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Mr* K. C. RAY CHOWOHURY* Sir* I fully agree with the last 
speaker’s views about the huge waste of money on University educe* 
tion. I fully endorse his views that we should spend more money on 
technical education., I have said on many occasions that without 
technical education we will not be able to improve the industry of our 
country. Originally Bombay used to have trained men from Unca- 
shire, but since they established the Victoria Technical School, practi- 
cally all their foremen mechanics are being drawn from this institution. 
I have advocated many times on the floor of this House to start a similar 
technical school in Bengal specially to cater for our Jute industries. 
Cotton industry has still some time to develop, hut the jute industry will 
Sooner or later pas* on to our hands and we will And great difficulty to 
man that industry. 

Mr. H. E. 8TAPLET0N: Sir, may I begin by saying that it is 
extraordinarily difficult for Government to deal with motions like this, 
which really refer to matters in which the Universities have the final 
say? It would certainly have been better if this question had been dealt 
with by a representative of the University, but ns no one has got up 
to reply on behalf of the University* I would ask leave to muke a few 
remarks. So far as the Government is concerned, we have no direct 
connection with making courses in the Universities of Calcutta and 
Dacca more practical, but I might quote in this connection, to illus- 
trate the Government policy, the actual figures of Government expen- 
diture on their own Arts and Professional Colleges respectively, A 
lot of discussion has gone on this afternoou in connection with the 
alleged over-expenditure on Arts Colleges, but if some of*the gentle- 
men who have spoken would only have looked at the Annual Report* 
published by the Education Department, they would have found that 
the total cost of Government Arts Colleges is Rs. 10 lakhs* while as 
regards their Professional Colleges the Government spend as much as 
12§ lakhs every year. Therefore, we actually spend much more on 
Professional education than on Arts Colleges. Turning to the other 
aspect of the question, it is very difficult for Government to make 
direct suggestions to the Universities. After all it is essentially a 
matter of domestic policy of the Universities, and it is only when the 
Universities have some scheme for which they want financial support 
that the Government begins to have any concern witU it. I cannot 
for the fnoment recall any technical or vocational scheme in connec- 
tion with the Calcutta University in which Government ha* been 
aaked to take an active interest during the last fey years* but 1 do 
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Tecollect that the JJnivewity toslf has started a very prosperous and 
efficient school of Technical (Semistry, and if one will look at the 
Calendar of the University he will see that excellent syllabuses have 
been drawn up to indicate the practical interest that the University is 
taking in these non-academic branches of Chemistry, i.e., the applied 
Bide and not merely the theoretical side. As regards the University of 
Dacca, Government has shown its desire to encourage practical educa- 
tion there, so as to turn the minds of the students more in the direc- 
tion of technical education, by very heartily supporting the scheme 
which was put forward some years ago for linking up the proposed 
Agricultural Institute at Dacca with the University. The University 
put forward a scheme for the development of Bio-Chemistry, Botany, 
etc., so that the students of the Dacca University could not merely go 
up for the ordinary B.Sc. course, hut also join the special department 
leading to the Institute by taking a two years’ course in these subjects. 
It is very unfortunate, however, that just as we were going to give 
financial support to the proposals of the University of Dacca, we were 
prevented from doing so by lack of funds. However, the scheme is 
there, worked out complete, and as soon as money is more easily 
available than it is at the present moment, the University of Dacca, 
by virtue of the very high position, of this scheme on the li4, is likely 
to be one of the first to receive help in developing on the more prac- 
tical side. 

In continuation of what 1 said at the beginning ot my remarks as 
regards the amount spent by Government on its own Arts Colleges, 
us compared with that spent on its technical institutions, 1 may also 
refer to the actual work that has been done by Government in the 
Education Department during the last few years in connection with 
Agriculture. We have heard lately that the Calcutta University has 
received a letter containing a proposal from Sir Daniel Hamilton that 
they should link up their curricula with the activities of Sir Daniel 
Hamilton #t Gosaba. I went down to Gosabu the other day; the 
place is certainly very isolated, and I doubt whether there will be any 
great -demand from students to go down there, and carry on the inten- 
sive work which Sir Daniel Hamilton suggests. But the proposal merits 
careful consideration, especially in vbw of the fact that Government 
itself during the last few years has been developing, through selected 
high and middle schools, a system of agricultural education based on 
the system worked out in the Punjab. A few years back — I think at 
the instance of the Department of Industries — a small Committee, of 
which I was a member, was sent from Bengal to study the system of 
agricultural education in the Punjab. As a result of the Report that 
we submitted, ^Government approved of a scheme of training existing 
teachers in certajji mufassal schools which were willing to take up 
agriculture and develop the practical side of school life by giving the 
boys a certain degree of agricultural training. The only conditions 
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ti&t Government made were that U|«i teachers deputed, should, as 
im As possible, come from agricultural stock, and also that the school 
authorities would be willing to supply sufficient land for e garden, 
or better still, for a farm. During the last four or five years we have 
succeeded in training 60 teachers; and between 50 and 60 schools— 
half of them high and half of them middle schools — have started 
actual agricultural work. We hope the University will collaborate 
with Government in the development of this agricultural education 
scheme, and link up the practical work that is being done in theitf 
f5to vemment-nidcd institutions with the schemes for introducing a 
practical course of agriculture into the new Matriculation curriculum. 
The syllabuses for this are now before Government, and we hope that 
it will be possible to ui range with the University that, so far as the 
high schools are concerned in which agricultural training has been 
started, the boys will be able to go on and take agriculture as an 
optional subject for Matriculation. 

• In this way it will 1 m» apparent to the members of the Douse that 
Government by its own example is doing all it possibly cun to draw 
attention to the desirability of laying stress on the practical side of 
education rather than on the more literary side. I might also have ' 
mentioned seriously thut for several years past we have had an alter* 
native course to the Matriculation course in certain high schools l>y 
which we are training in practical subjects. Those boys who take this 
Bdourse, or School Final examination, have an opportunity of going 
on further to Sibpur, and making good in the Engineering line. 

This motion, I understand, was tabled in order to raise a discus* 
siou. I do hope that as the discussion has taken place, and I have 
been able to explain the uttitude of Government, the hon’ble mover 
will not press his motion, hut will withdraw it. • 

The motion of Babu Satish Chandra Huy Chowdhury was then, by 
leave of the House, withdrawn. 

• 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHAREEWAR RAY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 41,400 less emergency deduction from pay under the 
head “31 A — Education (Transferred! — Government Arts Colleges— 
Pay of officers — Principals” be reduced by fta. lflo (Uf raise a discus- 
sion in regard to the Sanskrit College and the working of the Sanskrit 
Association). 

Sir, the object of my moving this resolution is to raise a discussion 
in regard to the Sanskrit College and the working of the Sanskrit 
Association. In a few minutes, the time allotted for the discussion 
of this grant will be over, and ! do not think that it Vill be possible 
to raise a full debate on this subject. I shall, however, confine myself 
to drawing the attention of the House to the very regrettable state of 
aftain in connection with the Sanskrit College. Sir, the attitude of 
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the Government of Bengal in the Ministry of Education towards this 
institution and the cause it stands for has been one of studied negli- 
gence. Sir, we all know that the Department of Education in Bengal 
is a sleepy department. They have been sleeping over the University 
Bill for a long time. They slept over the Primary Education Bill for 
a considerable period, and even when it was passed into law, we find 
that they are sleeping over it still. But, Sir, if it was only a ques- 
tion of indifference, perhaps I would not have brought the matter here. 
I am inclined to think that in this case it is not only a question of 
neglect but of something else behind it. Sir, we all know that th£ 
policy of the Government has been inspired by a distrust of popular 
control, but recent developments — I am sorry to say — are inspired by 
prejudices of a communal nature. I regret to have to say that it is a 
anti-Hindu bias. I shall just ask the House to consider the provisions 
in the budget, and it will be found that while Rs. 2,23,600 has been 
provided for non-Government special schools — Madrasahs — a sum of 
Rs. <31,000 only has been provided for Sanskrit schools. Apart from 
this, there is also a provision of Rs. 1 ,80,000 for the Madrasahs under 
the head “31-D,” as against Rs. 1,74,000 in the year 1932-33. Sir, 
while the Hon’ble Minister has been taking so much interest in the 
case of Moslem education, may I ask him what has he been doing for 
the cause of Hindu education, bemuse I consider Sanskrit education 
moie or less a Hindu education 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOIN: On a point of order, 
Sir. The resolution refers to the Sanskrit College and the Sanskrit 
Association, and it has nothing to do either with the grants to Sanskrit 
tols or anything else. I may not have a chance to reply; therefore, 
I am asking the. member to stick to the point. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, I am coming ip 

that ' 

Tht Hm'to Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOIN: But you have only 
two minutes more. 

• i 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: The Principal of the 
Sanskrit College happens to be the Secretary of the Sanskrit Associa- 
tion, and my point in raising this subject is that this is a very unsatis- 
factory state of affairs. 

The Han»bH Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOIN: What is itP 

M*. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: If I would suggest to 
the Government that, as an immediate step, the post of the Principal 
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ofthe Sanskrit College should be separated from that of the head of 
th| oriental department and the Secretaryship of the Sanskrit Asso- 
ciation 

The time-limit for “31 — Education { Transferred having been 

readied the member resumed his seat. 

The motion of Mr. Shunti Shekharcswar Hay was then put and 
lost. 

The original demand under the head “31— Education ( Transferred )'* 
Was then put and agreed to. 

32— Medical. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 42,94,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “32 — 
fiedicaP’. 

The expenditure under the head “Medical” does not lend itself to 
sensational changes even in nonnal times either by way of expansion 
or by way of retrenchment, and much less in a period like this. But 
it is a matter of sincere satisfaction to the Ministry that in spite of the 
general tendency to cut down expcndituie in every department rather 
ruthlessly, this department has succeeded in maintaining the normal 
amount. Coder the head “Medical Establishment,” is recorded the 
salaries of the Surgeon -General, Civil Surgeons, and their establish- 
ment, and all connected and contingent charges. It also includes the 
pay of assistant and sub-assistant suigeons paid by Government and 
reserved medical and subordinate officers. The progress of actuals 
indicates that the expenditure will he almost up to* the sanctioned 
estimate more or less, and a small saving may occur under “Pay of 
officers and establishment”. The increase in the ensuing year is 
chiefly due to the partial withdrawal of the emergency cut in sularie* 
from April, 1st, 1933. The first important minor head is “Hospitals 
and dispensaries”. The budget estimate under this head of the ensuing 
year is less by Rs. 46,000, but it is more than the revved estimate of 
the current year by about Rs. 75,000. The Imall* reduction is due to 
strict economy and saving on diat, clothing and bedding in hospitals, 
due to a large fall in the prices of food materials and other articles. 

The budget estimate for the next year shows a reduction in expecta- 
tion of the same principle of strict economy being maintained every- 
where. The next sub-head is “Grants for medical purposes” which 
shows a difference of about Rs. 20,000 more than the budget estimate 
of 1932-33 and a reduction of about Rs. 7.000 than the revised esti- 
mate of 1932-33. The grant to the Calcutta Hospital Nurses' Insti- 
tute was increased by a lakh of rupees by a supplementary demand 




[27th Kim., 


m DEMANDS POE GRANTS. 

4 

to meet the deficit of the institution due to a fall in the receipt of 
subscriptions from non-Governmental sources. The normal grant of 
Rs. 1 lakhs to this institution has been provided for in the budget. 
The Jatiya Ayurbigyan Parisad was promised a capital grant of 
Rs. 4 lakhs out of which Rs. 3,00,000 has already been paid. 
Rupees 50,000 was paid this year and a provision has accordingly 
been made for the balance of Rs. 50,000 in the next year’s budget. 
This accounts mainly for the difference between the budget estimate, 
the revised estimate of the current year and the estimate for the next 
year. * • 

Under the minor head “Medical College and Schools” is recorded 
the expenditure for the Calcutta Medical College, the Campbell, 
Burdwan, Dacca, Mymensingh, Jalpaiguri and Chittagong medical 
schools and the School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene Institute. 
Non-utilisation in full of the provision under “Pay of officers” and 
smaller expenditure under “Supplies ami services” mainly accounts 
for the decrease in revised estimate. The partial withdrawal of 
emergency cut in salaries with effect from the 1st of April, 1933, chiefly 
accounts for the slight increase in the next year’s estimate. 

The sub-head which shows a large reduction is “Mental hospitals”. 
As a result of the recommendations of a Retrenchment Committee of 
the European Mental Hospital its expenditure was cut down to 
Rs. 1,64,000 in the revised estimate of 1932-33. But certain items 
have since been restored which were found absolutely necessary. This 
accounts for the increased figure of the budget estimate for the ensuing 
year. The grants to all the institutions whether under head “Hos- 
pitals or dispensaries” or “Grants for medical purposes” ure not only 
practically the same as in the current year’s budget but a substantial 
addition has befn made to the recurring expenditure by providing for 
a recurring grant of Rs. 20,000 to the Calcutta Medical Institute. 
Following the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee the 
emergency 'grant has been reduced from Rs. 14,000 to Rs. 10,000 on 
the understanding that if any necessity arises at all the full amount 
would be available. 

I would uow deal with the recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee so fhr as they affect the Medical Department. I must con- 
fess that in spite of our best endeavour to accept as many of the recoup 
mendations as possible we could not accept beyond a very small sum by 
way of retrenchment. This department found that if all the recom- 
mendations were accepted it would not only cripple the activities of 
the department substantially but that it would also have reduce the 
usefulness of file medical institutions. The abolition of the post of the 
Surgeon-General aid reduction in the number of posts held by the 
I.M.S. officers in Bengal is beyond the competency of this Govern* 
xaent. In view of the Secretary of State’s regulations sanctioning 
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them appointments it was not found possible to do away with them 
without the sanction of the authority appointing them. The post of 
the Surgeon to His Excellency held by an I.M.S. officer has however 
been abolished and a saving of Rs. 26*800 on this item is shown under 
the head “General Administration”. 

The Retrenchment Committee made certain proposals about amal- 
gamation of districts and for placing them under one civil surgeon 
leaving the work of inspecting dispensaries in the hands of the district 
ljealth officers and the medico-legal work to private medical practi- 
tioners and the jail duties to non-official medical men. The Ministry 
very carefully considered all these proposals and I regret to say that 
they were found unacceptable. Acceptance of the Retrenchment 
Committee’s recommendations with regard to civil surgeons, I dare 
say, would have greatly affected the efficiency of the medical adminis- 
tration of the districts. Inspection of hospitals ami dispensaries is a 
very important part of the civil surgeon’s work and it should not in the 
fhterest of efficiency W left to the district health officers who are very 
busy with the sanitary work under the District Boards; moreover 
being out-of-touch with actual medical treatment, inspite of their 
medical training, the health officers cannot be entrusted with inspec- 
tion of medical institutions. For obvious reasons Government object 
to the medico-legal work being left to non-officials. The recommenda- 
tions of the Retrenchment Committee, if they have to be accepted, 
would require reorganisation irrespective of their effects on the 
efficiency of the department rather than mere retrenchment. These 
items cover nearly over Rs. 8 lakhs out of Rs. 5.37,000, the total 
saving estimated by the Retrenchment Committee, 

The next proposal is the transference of charge of posts now held 
by military assistant surgeons, to officers of the Bengal Medical 
Service. We find that no financial saving will be effected from such 
transference of the appointments of Assistant Director of Tropical 
Medicine, Superintendent of the Pasteur Institute and the* Civil Sur- 
geoncies now held by the military assistant surgeons. The Commerce 
Department did not agree to transfer the two post* held by the certi- 
fying surgeons of factories as their pay was fixed. The only remain- 
ing post which could have been transferred ewas Hhat pf the Deputy 
Superintendent of the Campbell Medical School. But the Surgeon- 
General considers that in the interest* of discipline of a big institu- 
tion like the Campbell Medical School this post should continue to be 
occupied by a military assistant surgeon. 

The replacement of assistant surgeons by sub-assistant surgeons has 
been partly accepted, vis., in the subdivisions of Baraaet and Natore, 
Other subdivisions are either remote or specially unhealthy or criminal 
areas. Bajshahi, Comilla and Barisal being big districts civil 
surgeons do a lot of touring when a competent medical officer should 
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be left in charge of the station. So it was not possible to replace 
assistant surgeons by less qualified men without impairing the 
efficiency of administration. 

The Kharagpur hospital was abolished before the Retrenchment 
Committee's recommendations were out. 

The Barisal hospital is a small-pox hospital for river passengers 
and Government is under an obligation to maintain the Uttarpara 
hospital, so these could not be closed down. 

The reduction of the staff of the Medical College and Hospitals 
and the School of Tropical Medicine is being examined by committees 
which have been appointed on the recommendations of the Retrench* 
ment Committee and no reports have yet been received. Government 
however hope to receive them shortly. 

The project for a Medical School at Barisal has been abandoned for 
which a lakh of rupees was provided in the current year's budget ; bqJJ 
in this Government had no option as the executors to the estate of the 
late Mr. N. Gupta, who was the principal donor, demanded comple- 
* tion of the project within the year 1933-34, which was beyond financial 
possibilities at present, so Government had to give up the project most 
reluctantly. They have however decided not to abolish the Mymen- 
singh Medical School or to reduce the staff of other medical schools; 
abolition of the Mymensingh School is impracticable in view of 
extensive local endowments and the understanding gii T en by Govern- 
ment to the local people; moreover the local public opinion is definite- 
ly against its abolition. Government consider that its abolition would 
be a distinctly retrograde step which the Ministry is not prepared to 
adopt. As regards the reduction in the staff of other medical schools 
by appointing honorary teachers, Government have agreed to accept 
the proposal in principle and to substitute wholetime officers by 
honorary men wherever available. The Surgeon-General has been 
asked to follow the principle as far as practicable. I may inform the 
House that we have already made six such appointments in the Camp- 
bell Medical School and that we propose to appoint an honorary 
superintendent for the Medical College. 

The question of nursihg in Calcutta hospitals is being investigated 
by a committee consisting of Government representatives, representa- 
tives of the Calcutta Corporation, representatives of the Carmichael 
Medical College and different other institutions interested in the ques- 
tion of nursing in the city. This committee has already visited several 
institutions and are examining the question in detail. Their report 
is being awaited. 

Lastly, Government found it very undesirable to accept the re- 
commendation to impose or increase fees on patients in hospitals in 
Calcutta. It would cause extreme hardship to poor people in these 
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da$* of financial stringency. These are generally my explanations 
about onr decisions with reference to the recommendations of the Re- 
trenchment Committee. 


I may say in conclusion that the Ministry has been following 
during the last two years the policy of appointing an increasingly 
larger number of honorary medical men both in the Medical Collage 
as well as in the Campbell Medical School and Hospitals, and have 
thrown open to officers of the Bengal Medical Service and to members 
of the medical profession in Calcutta, appointments which are not 
Specially reserved for the I.M.S. officers. The Ministry desire to 
pursue this policy as far as practicable without in any way impair- 
ing the efficiency of the department or the institutions under its 
charge. With these words, Sir, I commend the demand to the accept- 
ance of the House. 


Mr. MUKUHDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,18,000 under the head “32A — Medical establishment 
— District Medical establishment” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw the 
attention of the Government to the desirability of appointing qualified 
candidates of the depressed classes as sub-assistant surgeons). 

The reason is plain enough as stated in this motion and I do not 
think it is necessary for me to add to the suine by a long discussion. 
You will find, Sir, that in all the districts and subdivisional head- 
quarters, there are u large number of hospitals and charitable dispen- 
saries in which the sub-assistant surgeons are employed along with the 
superior officers. At one time, it might have been said that the num- 
ber of qualified candidates of these depressed classes were not avail- 
able and the question might not have been said to have presented 
itself in all seriousness; and so fur as we know there«are only a very 
few sub-assistant surgeons under the Government belonging to these 
classes. But, Sir, now there is no lack of qualified candidates of 
these classes to undertake the responsibilities >f these • offices in 
public service. I hope the Hon'lde Minister in charge of the depart- 
ment will look at this request from the point of view with which it is 
made. With these very tew words 1 commend my motion to the 

acceptance of the House. . , 

* * 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY I I rise to oppose 
the motion, but in doing so I may state that the interests of the 
depressed classes are uppermost in the mind of Government and 
whenever appointments are made due consideration is given to the 
claims of members belonging to the depressed class. As a matter of 
fact in 1932 out of 5 appointments one was given to a* depressed class 
candidate, and so whenever there are suitable candidates forthcoming 
from the depressed classes they are given chances. With the assur- 
ance l have given I hope the hon'ble mover will withdraw his motion. 
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The motion of Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick wag then, by leave of 
the House, withdrawn. 

* Mr. 9. M. BOSE. Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 4,18,000 under the head “32A — Medical establishment — District 
Medical establishment” be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss inadequacy 
of the grant and the question of providing sufficient expenditure f6r 
the purpose by a loan, if necessary). 

The object of my motion is to call attention to the inadequacy of 
this particular grant as part of the inadequacy of the total gr^p for 
Medical . I maintain that we should spend a great deal more for 
medical establishment having regard to the tremendous need for medi- 
cal and comfort in Bengal. This brings me to my real purpose 

" trhy should we not spend more money for medical? My grievance 
is that we spend far too little. Bet me give a few figures under head 
“Medical (voted)”; the sums actually spent were Rs. 44 lakhs an$ 
47 thousand in 1928-29, Rs. 464 lakhs in 1929-30, Rs. 44 lakhs and 24 
thousand in 3930-31 and Rs. 42 lakhs and 80 thousand in 1931-32 as 
‘compared with a budget of Rs. 43,49,000 in 1932-33, and of 
Rs. 42,94,000 for the next year. I have not given the budgeted 
amounts for the years 1928-32 which are of course much bigger than 
the actuals, and we know that the sums budgeted for this year and 
the next will never he actually spent. So it is deal that the sums 
to be spent this year and the next will he le>s than the actuals in 
1928*29, 1929-30, or in 1930-31. This is unsatisfactory. We should 
he actually perhaps spending more and more every yeai. The answer 
will be that owing to financial stringency the amount cannot he 
increased as an attempt should l>e made to balance the budget. If to 
aim at a balanced budget means cutting down expenditure for medical 
and public health then I say for Heaven’s sake let us have an 
unbalanced budget — let the Minister for once become unbalanced, let 
him for oflce lay aside sobriety, let him run amuck, let him like 
Oliver Twist ask for more, nay demand feu- more. I am tired of the 
cry for retrenchment. 1 say awuy with retrenchment in medical and 
public health. I*et us boldly incur debts and spend more. If money 
has to he fouu$ for -more police for more jails, money shall be found 
for more doctors, more hospitals and more schools. We must not 
allow the Transferred Departments to be starved. 

Now the question is how to find the money. Mv suggestion is 
borrow money for object# which are beneficial and are profitable and 
productive i* the best sense of the won]. The Finance Member ha# 
told u# that W shall have to borrow Rs. 195 lakhs for our expenditure 
next year from tie Government of India. Why not borrow Rs. 200 
lakh# when we are about it, and give Rs. 5 lakhs a# an extra grant for 
medical and public health? And give this every year for the next five 
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I am sure the Minister will make very good nee of this extra 
great. I suggest that there should be a well-planned loan policy for 
the extension of the activities of the Medical and other Transferred 
Departments. I am not afraid of productive loans, and I am sure no 
body will grudge the payment of interest. I do not venture to make 
concrete detailed proposals, but as regards payment of interest on 
these loans, I may draw attention to some funds. I have already 
drawn attention to the unclaimed dividends fund with the Official 
Awignee. Then there are the landlords* transfer fees which I believe 
Ihpse after five yeafr to the district board ; these fees I think will 
amciilt to a large sum but I have not the figures. I fe*l sure the 
district boards will not object to the giving up of these sums for they 
will thereby get more money as grant from the loans. 

Sir Surendra Nath Bannerjee, 12 years ago, thought of a loan 
scheme for the development of the activities of the Transferred De* \ 
partments. His idea was taken up by Mr. (\ R. Das and Mr. Das 
flrew up an actual scheme I think ; hut nothing yet has Wen settled. 
Now I want the Ministers to press forward a loan scheme with all the 
force they can. The country will stund solid behind them. 

There is another aspect of this matter which I want to stress. In 
the pending financial arrangement with the Government of India, it 
will be a mistake to retrench and show a small amount of bare neces- 
sary expenditure. In our fight with the central Government for more 
grant, for a larger share of the income-tax, for the whole of the jute 
tax, it will enormously strengthen our case if we can show thut we 
need n very large sum for our requirements. So why should we stint 
spending money liberally on a forward policy of developing our nation- 
building activities? 

I. therefore, advocate the policy of boi lowing money and spending 
it for the above purposes. 

B*bu JATINDRA NATH BA8U* Sir, I have very little to add to 
what Mr. S. M. Bose has already said. It so happens that our pro- 
vince is now considered to be, from the point of view of public health, 
one of the worst provinces in India. But our> is not the only 
country in the world which is deltaic. There ure otlfer parts of the 
world like the United States of America, where big rivers have their 
big deltas; in China, Egypt, Iraq, similar geological conditions pre- 
vail ; but we do not hear in those parts of the world of the same state 
of public health as we heai of in our province. Sir, what is necessary 
is that we should have a regular health survey of the entire province 
with a view to finding out as to what are the defect in particular 
localities and what are the means by which those defect* can be 
remedied. Mr. Bose has spoken of a loan scheme to effectively deal 
with the serious health problem of this province. As I have said more 
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than once in this Council, it is the state of public health of this pro- 
vince that affects the people more and brings home to them their diffi- 
culty politically than any other thing that touches their life. They 
find that their relations die of cholera, while people elsewhere in the 
world have better facilities of prevention and treatment: they find 
malaria spreads like wild fire as also kala-azar and their own people 
— their nearest and dearest ones — die without anybody appearing to 
feel anything for them, That is a thing which hurts the people more 
deeply than much of the political troubles that are about. But the 
Government does not appear to have a broad aomprehensive scheilfe 
with a regular health survey and a regular board of public health 
which might keep a constant watch on our public health problems and 
be always on the alert in rectifying any defects that may for the time 
being appear. I trust that the scheme of loans to which Mr. Bose has 
referred will be seriously thought of, because if the public health 
improves it will be so much man-power gained, and it will also enable 
the province probably to earn more economically if our cultivators apd 
our working people are not as badly off, from the health point of view, 
as they are now. What is worse, Sir — the people of our once healthy 
districts here are becoming unhealthy. Seventy years ago Burdwan 
was considered almost a sanitarium but it has lost that reputation for 
a good many years. Mymensiugh and Dacca were healthy areas 
until about, say, 15 years ago, hut Manikganj, Munshiganj and parts 
of Mymensiugh have now been invaded by malaria and kala-azar and 
these and other diseases have beeu spreading fast towards other parts 
of Bengal. It is time that the Government seriously thought about 
the problem and saw not only that the vitality of the people was not 
sapped but also that the economic power of the country were nqf lost. 

Rai Bahadur JOGE8H CHANDRA SEN: Nil, as soon as the 
Hun'ble Finance Member shakes his head off goes the Minister and he 
does not get a dirty copper for his department from the stingy Gov- 
•ernment. By the time Government will be in a position to find funds 
for preventing diseases, uothing will remain but a barren tract of land, 
because almost all the people will die of malaria, kala-azar, cholera or 
other diseases end there vill be none left to take advantage of the good 
work of Government. Money is the only solution and there are suffi- 
cient means available if you can find the money. Kala-azar, malaria, 
cholera, small-pox and other diseases are creating havoc in the country 
and to find the remedy for them would require a mint of money. I only 
hope that the Hon’bie Minister will try his best to get as much money 
as possible l&r^this purpose. 

Dr* AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, what Mr, Bose has suggest- 
ed is perhaps the only practical way in which we can cope with the 
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\ prevailing in the different 9 parts of the province. Well, Sir, 
there is something very necessary Government ought to find 
mcmey from somewhere. When the Government wanted to keep down 
the political movement, the terrorist activities and things like that 
whfcfc were not congenial for peaceful administration, money was not 
found wanting: so also when people are dying in large numbers, 
whan people are suffering in large numbers, when the country is 
becoming poorer by its inhabitants suffering and dying from preven- 
table diseases, I think it is time for the Government to think of pre- 
dating those disease- If that is not done, I think Governinent^^- 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I rise to 
a point of order, Sir? Is the hon'ble member speaking on sanitation 
or medical? He will have his chance when speaking on the next 
head. 


• Mr. PRESIDENT: What part of his speech do you object toP 

The Hon’ble Miv BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: He was speak- 
ing about preventible diseases and they come under public health 
and not medical which we are now discussing. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I am speaking on the general 
policy regarding public health. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The line of demarcation is no doubt very 
thin, . but technically speaking we are not now discussing public 
health: we are discussing medical. You will have an opportunity of 
speaking on public health later on. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Oh, I am sorry. 


TIM Hon’M# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY I Sir, may I at 
the outset assure Mr. S. M. Bose and Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu that I 
have got every sympathy with the underlyingeprineiples^pf the motions 
which they have moved. I am at one with them when they say that 
more money ahould be spent on medical relief in this province. 
Certainly it is the desire of every patriotic citiaen that the hospitals 
should be improved and that nursing should be up to date, and that 
the amenities in the hospitals should be on the lines of the Western 
countries. Every patriotic citizen who has got tbe # good of the 
country gt his heart would feel disappointed if attempt is not made 
in this directum, but it is for the Government to show that that 
attempt $ t being made with the resources at their disposal I venture 
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' to submit that medical is a subject Which has received adequate shUrb 
Of public revenue, it is a subject which has not at all been neglected 
since the introduction of the reforms, and to substantiate ifty state- 
ment I will quote the figures of the Medical budget during the last 
ten years. Actuals of 1920-21 were Its. 27,19,000, thd actuals of 
1923-24 were Rs. 38,32,000, and the current year’s revised estimate 
is Rs. 49,26,000. The next year's budget is going to be Rs. 60,71,000. 
Mr. Bose quoted some figures and wanted to show that the expenditure 
was being curtailed. I do admit that there are reductions here aud 
there, but these reductions were due to the paying of certain capital 
expenditure, ior instance, Rs. 4 lakhs promised and paid to the Jatiya 
Ayurvigan Parishad during the last four years, Rs. 50,000 to the 
Calcutta Medical School, Rs. 1 lakh to the Jadavpur Tuberculosis 
Sanatorium. The normal expenditure under head “Medical" remains 
the same if not gradually increasing. I would also point out that 
attempt has been made to cut down the expenditure where reduction 
is considered desirable, but similarly addition has been made und$r 
certain sub-heads where increase is considered desirable, for instance, 
under sub-head “Medical establishment" which was Rs. 8,60.000 in 
1923-24, it is Rs. 7,80,000 in the next year’s budget. This reduction 
has been effected not by reducing the quality of the medical relief 
afforded or the quality of officers appointed, but by substituting assist- 
ant surgeons for I.M.S. officers and by appointing honorary men for 
paid officers. Similarly the grant for medical purposes in 1923-24 was 
Rs. 1,94,000; in the next year’s budget it is Rs. 2,21,000. Here the 
Government find that an addition is necessary and they have made 
the addition. Under head “Medical Schools" the expenditure in the 
year 1921-22 was Rs. 10,83,000 but in the next year’s budget it will be 
Rs. 11, 53, 0 (H). This is due to the opening of three medical schools, 
one at Mymensingh, one at Jalpaiguri, and one at Chittagong. These 
are certainly additions to institutions meant for medical relief ajid for 
training qualified medical man who would afford comparatively cheap 
medical relief in the rural areas. I would draw the attention of the 
House to the number of beds in the Government hospitals and Gov- 
ernment aid'd hospitals. Their number was 1,657 in 1920 in Calcutta, 
The number in 1930-31 and 1931-32 was 1,951. Similarly, the number 
of beds in G^ernment raided hospitals was 5C7 in 1920-21, j % the* 
number in 1931-32 was 672. Besides these Government give an tuamfnl 
grant of Rs. 5(H) to each of the Sadar hospitals in the mufa*4ai*imd 
Rs. 250 to each village dispensary. The number of such dispen|arfes 
in the muftmal is to-day 300 and their number is gradually inciepaiog. 
So the whole countryside is now covered with dispensaries, there .43 
almost a dispensary in every thana which receive Government grant. 
The Retrenchment Committee suggested that the I.M.S* .Gitit 
Burgeons should be substituted by assistant surgeons and soine^tbesu 
mvfcutal hospitals which are now in charge of assistant surgeons should 



bj|§paced under the charge of suVfcssiatant surgeons, but Government 
mSM not agree with these proposals mainly in the interest of the 
hospitals. Certainly if assistant surgeons were appointed as ciyil 
«Urgw*D8,-th© quality of work of the medical officers in charge of medi- 
cal Schools %nd dispensaries would deteriorate. Similarly it is not 
deaigable that assistant surgeons should be replaced by sub-assistant 
surgeons, and the consideration which weighed with Government was 
the interest of these institutions. So, I maintain that Government 
have paid sufficient attention to the question of medical relief. Gra- 
dually increasing swns are being spent. As a matter of fact the 
expenditure under the head “Medical” has gone up during the last 
30 years’ time I believe by nbout 09 per cent. From Rs. 21 lakhs it is 
nearly Rs. 51 lakhs in the next year’s budget. I wish that more money 
were available and I admit that the Sadar hospitals are not in a satis- 
factory state, because if we want to put them on a proper basis at least 
4 to 5 lakhs of rupees recurring expenditure would be necessary, but that 
money is not available at present. Moreover, the local bodies, 
especially the municipalities, have not increased their contributions 
to the Sadar hospitals which were fixed some 20 years ago, but I do 
hope as I am sure is the feeling of my hon’ble friends in this House 
that with the introduction of the reforms and with the next financial 
arrangements more money will be available and increasingly larger 
sums will be spent on medical relief. As to the point raised by Mr. 
Bose that more money should be spent by Government on medical 
relief, and that Government should utilise tha landlords’ transfer fees 
which lapse after five years, I should like to point out that these fees 
go to the district hoards. I believe my friend’s idea is that this 
money should be spent in Calcutta (A voice: No). If not I stand 
corrected. Certainly this proposal should receive adequate considera- 
tion and I can assure him that my sympathies are with him and 
nobody would be happier than myself if I could induce the Govern- 
ment and the Hon’ble the Finance Member to place more money at my 
disposal. This is the time when Government could raise *loan at a 
cheaper rate to meet recurriug (barges. With these few words I 
would request the mover of the motion to withdraw it. 

Rli Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTTS fiir, ftiay I be permitted 
to Slya word or two in connection with what has fallen from the 
Htftlblt Minister? I am sorry that I differ from my hon'ble friend 
when he said that by substituting assistant surgeons for I.M.S. officers 
thr sfork would deteriorate. I take exception to that. Personally I 
a« of Opinion that the Indian University men can hold their own 
against any medical man in the world. It is true thpt some times 
XJI'S. officers do better than the assistant surgeons, but that is because 
the assistant surgeons do not get opportunities. You keep them in the 
Jback ground and then say that they are not up to the standard of 
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I, M. S. officers. The name assistant surgeons has a bad odour about 
it and I do not know why they should be so called. 

Th« Hon’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROYS Sir, is it fair 

on the part of the hon’ble member to raise points to which I would 
not be in a position to reply? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y our Secretary can meet those points, if 
required. 

• • 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: My friend made a very 
indiscreet remark which ought not to go unchallenged. My friend 
ought not to forget that the assistant surgeons are not here nor are 
they represented in this Council. I cannot but say that wherever 
the assistant surgeons have been given opportunities, there may be 
exceptions, they have acquitted themselves fairly well. Therefore I 
do not see any reason why the country should not make the experi- 
ment of employing so-called assistant surgeons in the higher posts. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (Mr. H. P. V. Towirand): Sir, I think it is very 
curious that any one should take exception to the Hon’ble Minister 
having referred to these officers as “assistant surgeons.” There is 
absolutely nothing in this to which one can take exception. It is 
the name by which these officers have generally been known and they 
have made it a name that is respected. There is also absolutely 
nothing to take exception to in the remark that certain other officers 
are better qualified. 

I do not know if any reply is really called for in this connection. 
There are undoubtedly medical officers who are better qualified than 
the assistant surgeon is usually. Of course, there are exceptions. 
Genius wijl out, no matter what the training: genius will always 
rise to the top. As regards the Indian Medical Service man, it can- 
not Be denied that he is as a rule better. His training is of an excep* 
tionally high order, and as a general rule, he is the better man. We 
must recognise the fact that assistant surgeons have not got the same 
opportunities;* it is ‘no gfbod saying that if he had been given better 
training in his youth, he would have been ns good a man as the I.M.S. 
officers. What we are considering now is the health of the people, 
and it is no use saying that these men are adequate for dealing with 
the health of the people because if they had been trained better and 
if they had Jbad better luck during their youth, they would have been 
better qualified ^men, We must have the best. We can sympathise 

with the proteaYlnade on their behalf, but really The Hon’ble 

Miniater has just asked me to point out a fact of which, I think, the 
House is already aware, and that is that we are experimenting with 
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wiartant surgeons as civil surgeons in several districts. There are 19 
districts in which assistant surgeons are acting os civil surgeons. In 
view of this, the suggestion that the Hon’ble Minister had not a proper 
opinion; of the qualifications of the assistant surgeons, is entirely 
uncalled for. 

The motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was then, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

* MaiHvi ABUL QJJA8EM: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 4,18,000 under th? head “32 A — District Medical establishment 1 ' 
be reduced bv Rs. 5 (to urge the undesirability of posting civil 
surgeons and asistnnt civil surgeons to their home districts and sub- 
divisions). 

The object of my motion is to urge the undesirability of posting 
civil surgeons and assistant civil surgeons to their home districts and 
qpbdivisions. Sir, I do not think that it is necessary to advance any 
reasons in support of this motion; the reasons are obvious. In their 
own subdivisions and districts, these surgeons should have a host of 
friends, acquaintances and relations. These surgeons have got to hold 
post-mortem examinations, they have got to report about and give 
evidence in police cases. Sir, the temptation is very great on the 
part of their friends, acquaintances and relatives to approach them with 
a view to influence them in a particular wav in particular oases. It 
is very undesirable from the public point of view. These surgeons 
being placed in their own subdivisions and districts may be tempted 
sometimes to interfere in local affairs in the interest of their friends, 
acquaintances and relatives, which is also very undesirable from the 
public point of view. 1 have in view the case of a particular assist- 
ant civil surgeon in the district of Mursbidabad. Hfe was posted to 
the subdivision of Kandi, his home subdivision, and it is understood 
that he is now placed on supernumerary duty at Berhampore. About 
the activities of this officer at Kandi a representation made to 
the District Magistrate. I only request the Hon’ble Minister to see 
that such cases do not occur in future. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to commend my motion to the accept- 
ance of the House. * * * 

Tttt Hoffbto Mr. BldOY PRAtAD SINGH ROY: I may state 
that it is the general policy of Government not to post officers in their 
home districts, add if there are exceptions and they are brought to my 
notice or of Mr. Townend, we should be glad to inquire into the matter 
and remedy the mistake. But at the same time I would enter a strong 
protest against the observation made by the hon’ble mover that these 
officers, when posted in their home districts, are open to the influence of 
their friends and relatives and they should not be posted there because 
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they have to perform pott-morten examinations or something eke which 
he mentioned which I could not catch exactly. We have got a greater 
respect for their honesty, integrity than my friend, and I do think 
that they will acquit themselves thoroughly well though they are 
posted in their home districts. They will discharge their duties im- 
partially, and with integrity. So, that remark of the hon’ble mover 
is absolutely unjustified and uncalled for. 

The motion of Maulvi Abul Quasem was then put and lost. 

H»Ji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 5,47,000 under the head “32A — Medical establishment 
— Superintendence” ha reduced by Rs. UK) (to diaw attention to the 
fact that there is at present only one sub-assistant surgeon in the 
Cox’s Bazar subdivision, chittagong, and that an assistant surgeon be 
appointed there). 

The member made a speech in Bengali of which the following is a 
translation : — 

“Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 5.47, (KH) under the 
head “Medical establishment” be reduced by Rs. 101) (for appointing 
an Assistant Surgeon in the Cox’s Bazar subdivision of the Chitta- 
gong district in place of a Sub-Assistant Surgeon as at present). 

In support I beg to state that Cox’s Bazar is situated in a remote 
corner of Bengal and that it is about 1(K) miles from Chittagong. 
Communication between it and Chittagong is only by boat or steamer. 
The steamer plies only twice a week. It takes about 4 days to reach 
Chittagong from Cox’s Bazar by boat. It is therefore, well-nigh 
impossible for people to take patients from Cox’s Bazar to Chittagong 
for treatment or to requisition medical assistance from the latter 
place. Besides, many (Government officials live at Cox’s Bazar and 
for medical help can only have the services of the sub-assistant 
surgeon. Murder cases are not infrequent in Cox’s Bazar and for 
t 4 post-nwricm examinations in these cases it is not always safe to rely 
on the assistance of a suh-assistunt surgeon. Rai Bepin Behari 
Rakshit Bahadur, the Chairman of the Municipality, sent many 
appeals on this subject to the authorities, but to no effect. When the 
Surgeon-General had last visited the place he held out the hope that 
an assistant surgeon would be appointed there but up till now the 
promise remains unfulfilled. So, I move that an assistant surgeon be 
appointed at Cox’s Bazar as soon as possible. 

I hope tlli* motion will find your support.” 

Tht Hon’bta Mr. «M0Y PRASAD SINGH ROY* Sir, I may state 

in reply that Government very carefully considered this question and 
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trih*ferrSd the officer who was employed at Cox*s Baser to Arambag 
«W‘ the ground that Arambag is a more unhealthy place than Cox’a 
Bazar. I know there is a considerable local feeling among the rati* 
dent# of Cox’s Bazar that the assistant surgeon should be restored to 
that station but Government has got to accept the recommendations 
of the Retrenchment Committee who are generally iu favour of sub- 
stituting sub-assistant surgeons for assistant surgeons, and Govern- 
ment found that this is the one instance where they could transfer an 
assistant surgeon without doing any harm to the station. If the Dis- 
pensary Committee are agreeable to pay the difference between the pay 
of an assistant surgeon and a sub-assistant surgeon, besides the allow- 
ance which is payable under tlu dispensary rules, to the medical 
officer, Government would be pleased to consider this proposal. With 
these few words, Sir, I would request the hott'hle mover to withdraw 
his motion. 


• 

Rai Bahadur JOCESH CHANDRA 8EN: May I be permitted to 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to one thing? The Baraset 
subdivision of the District Board of the 24-Pargnnus is a notoriously 
bad place so far as public health is concerned. It was in charge of 
an assistant surgeon all along and recently he bus been transferred 
and a sub-assistant surgeon has been posted there. People huve a 
grievance in thi> matter, and I hope the Hott'hle Minister will kindly 
see if he can send an assistant surgeon there. 

Tlw Hoti’ble Mil BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY! On a point of 
personal explanation, Sir. As I mentioned in my opening speech, thin 
particular porting at Bnia*et was done by way of acceyting the recom- 
mendations of the Retrenchment Committee. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhurv was then, by leave 
of the House, withdrawn. • 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: 1 beg to move- that tbt ' 
demand of Rs. 41 ,000 under the heud “«i2B — Hospitals and dispen- 
saries— Pay of officers’* be reduced by 1U. RH) (fb distus* the neces- 
sity for co-ordination among all hospitals and dispensaries in Calcutta), 

My object in moving this motion is to discuss the necessity for 
co-ordination among all hospitals and dispensaries in Calcutta. 

Sir, I desire to draw attention to the anomalous state of affaire 
now prevailing in Calcutta with icgard to medical relief and the entire 
lack of co-ordination in regard to the present affairs and to future 
policy. The thr„»e principal parties who are vitally interested in the 
question of medical relief are the local Government, the Corporation 
of Calcutta 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Rai Bahadur, you may move the next motion 
and make one speech on both. 

Rai Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTTi My idea was to move the 
next motion only formally but I did not like to take them together. 
But if you so desire, I have no objection. 

I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 15, 15, ■000 under the head 
“32B — Hospitals and dispensaries" be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss 
the insufficiency of hospital accommodation in Calcutta). * 

My object in moving this motion is to discuss the insufficiency of 
hospital accommodation in Calcutta. 

As I was just telling the House, the three principal parties who 
ure interested in the question of medical relief of this city are the 
local Government, the Corporation of Calcutta and the authorities in 
charge of some of the private institutions in the city, namely, the 
Marwari hospitals, the Mayo Hospital, the Carmichael Hospital at 
Belgaehia, the Calcutta Medical Institute, the Chittaranjan Hospital 
and the Chittaranjan Sevu Sadan. Only about two decades ago, medi- 
cal relief was practically the concern of the local Government so far 
as Calcutta was concerned. Owing to the facilities for treatment in 
complicated cases avuilable in Calcutta, this big city has attracted a 
good many patients from the w u fossa! and also from outside the pro- 
vince a large number of people come to Calcutta for better treatment. 
Before the passing of the present Municipal Act, the Corporation was 
inclined to take the view that the provision of funds for medical 
relief in Calcutta was not one of their primary duties, but a discre- 
tionary one, and they therefore allotted comparatively small sums of 
money for grants to different hospitals and similar institutions. Their 
contribution to hospitals and dispensaries in Calcutta in 1923-24 
amounted to Rs. 2,11,000 only, and in addition to this the Corporation 
maintained four or five outdoor dispensaries and spent about Rs. 40,000 
on their maintenance and equipment. There has always been a crying 
peed for increased hospital accommodation in Calcutta and also for 
^extended facilities for medical education. To meet the situation to 
tome extent, institu't ions® have sprung up and they are also doing a 
good deal of useful work. 

During the last few years there was a change in the attitude of the 
old Corporation towards the question of medical relief and soma of tu 
who were there succeeded to some extent in weaning them away from 
the fruitless academic discussion of primary duties and secondary 
duties and W induced the Corporation casually to share increased 
responsibility for running medical institutions in the city. When the 
mew Corporation came into office in April, 1924, under the guidance of 
its first Mayor 3£r, C. R. Das the Corporation made extension of 
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fixities for medical relief one of its chief items of work and sinew 
then the Corporation has been carrying on that policy with a eonsider- 
able measure of success. For instance, I must thankfully acknow- 
ledge, the Corporation has increased its grant to hospitals which 
amounted to Rs. 2 J 1.000 in 192940 to Rs. 5,41,000 in 1930-31 and 
Rs. 0.26,000 in 1931-32, while in the present budget it has provided 
for an expenditure of Rs. 6,75,000 as grants-in-aid to the hospital*. 
Besides the Corporation itself is maintaining 18 dispensaries in addi- 
tion to one homeopathic and one Unani dispensary and it spends a 
dakh of rupees on their maintenance. On the other hand I find that 
Government spent Rs. 16,75,000 on hospitals and dispensaries in 
Calcutta in 1930-31 in addition to a grant of Rs. 1,25,000 to the 
Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution. I regret I have not been able 
to get together the expenditure which private institutions in Calcutta, 
also incur in that connection. Thut being the position it may, I 
think, be mostly contended that unless there is some co-ordination of 
effort and unity of aim it is likely that the most advantageous result 
from thesj different bodies will not be obtained. Inspite of Corpora- 
tion’s increasing contribution and increased voluntary effort there is a 
serious lack of hospital accommodation in Calcutta. Cases frequent- 
ly come to our notice in which the ambulances have picked up patient* 
they had to go from one hospital to another for their admission but 
ultimately they had to be brought back and dropped at the places from 
which they were taken for no other reason except that there was no 
accommodation available in any hospital in Calcutta. I am quoting 
this from the report of Mr. Westbrook, the Superintendent of the Fire 
Brigade. Under the present arrangement one particular group or 
class of cases may not have accommodation while at the same time 
accommodation allotted to some other group may he lying vacant. 
Personally, from inspection of some of these hospitals I and some of 
my friends who were associated with me found that accommodation 
had beer earmarked for a particular class while patients who did not 
belong to that class but who needed admission could not be admitted. 
If all the institutions acted in mutual concert and, I once more repeat 
in mutual co-ordination, it is possible to improve the existing state 
of affairs. For its future development it is (Jpsirable that efforts should 
be co-ordinated. At present the private institutions which can afford 
it, have their own lines of development without reference to anybody 
else. For instance there has been some correspondence between tbr 
Government and the Corporation for the establishment of special 
hospitals in Calcutta for infectious diseases. A scheme was prepared 
mid some tentative suggestions were made about the apportionment of 
cost between the Government and the Corporation bflt I understand 
that the negotiations could not make any headway owing to a differ- 
ence of opinion, while there is an urgent need for the establishment of 
a hospital for infectious diseases in the outskirts pt Calcutta. With. 
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* * 

a view to doing something to meet the immediate and urgent require- 
ments of the city the Corporation has been making special grants to 
private institutions for additional accommodation for diseases like 
cholera, etc. 

(The Council was adjourned for 10 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Ril Bahadur Or* HARIDHAN DUTT* I was just informing the 
House what took place between the Government and the Corporation 
in connection with the scheme for infectious diseases It seems to me 
very desirable that Government and the Corporation and the various 
principal medical institutions of this city should put their heads 
together to survey the existing situation in Calcutta and draw up a 
comprehensive scheme for the development of medical relief to the 
-citizens of Calcutta. What I am suggesting is an advisory committed 
and not an executive one; it will have no executive authority except 
to advise. It will be left to the parties interested either to accept or 
to modify the suggestions which the committee might make and it will 
not fetter any individual initiative or the decision of any group. It 
will only place before them a well thought out and comprehensive 
scheme for development. This is my idea but since I have been 
talking to my friends I find that it i s possible to extend this scheme 
to the whole of the province of Bengal instead of restricting it to 
Calcutta only. I have brought this before the House and druwii their 
attention to it as a citizen of Calcutta. If the Minister finds it of 
service thi proposal may be extended to the whole of Bengal and the 
need for establishing hospitals and co-ordinating the work among the 
■different medical institutions may be left to the committee which I 
have suggested. 

Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 15,15,000 under the head “32B — Hospitals and dispensaries’* be 
^reduced by Re. 1 to discuss means whereby the extension, improve- 
ment and maintenance ,of hospitals might be achieved in this 
province, 

, On another motion I submitted my views but there is one thing 
that I should like to add. All the objections I have heard against 
running a State lottery for hospitals are of a character that I can only 
describe as sqmewhnt flimsy. 

Tht Hon’btf Mr. BUOY PRABAD BINCH ROYs Can the hon’ble 
member discuss that question again because the House has given ite 
definite decision already? 
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life W. L. ARMBTRONC: At that time I suggested a non-official 
b§stgr to run the lottery but here I am asking the Government to do it. 
Il^tariee are no new things in this city or in England. When the 
question of lotteries was last before the House I made a state- 
ntent that the Calcutta Town Hall had been built from the proceed* 
of a lottery. Government admit this to be a fact. A well-known 
citiaen of Calcutta Mr. Hobbs in a very informative book points out 
that the first Rs. 80 t ()00 obtained for building the St. John’s Church 
qps obtained by a lottery; that exteusive sanitary schemes, road exten- 
sions and tank making have been possible many years ago with finance* 
obtained from the lotteries. In fart th.> British Museum was built 
from the proceeds of a lottery. Suicide is regarded as a crime but is 
it not also a crime when money is available at Government’s door not 
to provide scientific means and accommodation for the preservation of 
life. What we want is a sweep, u clean sweep, ugninst hvpocracy and 
cant. We want a sweep which will enable us to get the money for 
#hat we require in B.nignl, i.e., more hospitals and better equipped 
hospitals to satisfy the full needs of Bengal. The only objection I 
have heard against the proposal is that gambling is an evil and must 
not be encouraged. Another objection is that gambling is hod econo- 
mics but we are not living in an ideal state of society. \\ e must take 
things not as they should be but as they are. We have members of 
the House of Commons who propound theories of John Stuart Mill, 
Jevons’ and Karl Mark, but ure these theories put iuto effect when the 
members once get into the House of Commons}' They prefer to deal 
with the exigencies of the circumstances rather than political profes- 
sions or theories. I want Government to have the courage to come 
forward and take over the responsibility of running lotteries efficiently. 
I understand that certain Muhammadan members of # the House are 
against lotteries on religious grounds and I would not for a single 
moment offend the religious feelings of my Muhammadan friends hut 
I would ask them to he consistent. They must realise that* whil a it is 
the tenets of their religion to forego all -piiituons liquor 


Reverend B. A. NAG: And for Christians too, 

Mr« W. L. ARMSTRONG: Mr. Xag is aware that he is a disciple 
of the finest wine manufacturer the world has ever known ; He, w'ho 
turned water into wine. 

As I was about to say Muhammadans are quite aware that thay 
benefit by the excise tax on every bottle of spirit consumed in the pro- 
vince. Those who have qualms of conscience may tfnd themselves 
relieved to see that, whatever the architectural design of the structure* 
may be, palaces to humanity are being erected and posterity will call 
us blessed. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROVf Rai Bahadur 

Dr. Haridhan Dutt has pleaded strongly for co-ordination between all 
the authorities interested in the improvement of hospitals in Calcutta. 
It is certainly a very laudable proposal and on principle I am at one 
witli him, but I may remind the hon’ble mover that an appeal for co- 
ordination will not actually bring us co-operation, because co-ordina- 
tion presupposes co-operation. I would ask him to guarantee Govern- 
ment that this appeal for co-ordination which he makes to Government 
to-day would create a corresponding feeling of co-operation in the mind 
of the Calcutta Corporation, which is the Rai Bahadur’s first love and \ 
believe not the last. 


Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: 1 do not think it is as bad 

as that. 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Rd5 

Bahadur asks me whether the condition of things is so bad as that but 
I will leave the answer of his query to himself. He knows to his cost, 
if I may say so, the state of affairs that now exist in the Corporation, 
half a mile away from this Chamber. We appointed a committee on 
the question of nursing in Calcutta: that committee is sitting now. 
We appointed representatives of various institutions interested in the 
question of nursing in this city on it, and the results of the delibera- 
tions of the committee as well as the action that the Corporation and 
the authorities of the other institutions will take on them are yet to be 
seen. The Rai Bahadur has said that there was a time when it used to 
be believed that medical relief was the primary concern of the local 
Government. Vfe are told that the Corporation has changed its 
mentality since 1924 and it has been expending increasingly larger 
sums on medical relief. Sir. nobody welcome this change of mentality 
more than Government does but has it really given the citisens of Cal- 
cutta a true value for the money that the Corporation spends on 
medical ftlifEI 1 I am almost tempted to say “no”. Besides Corpora- 
tion institutions there are other private institutions, such as the 
Jadavpur Tuberculosis Sanatorium, the Calcutta Medical Institute, the 
Marwari Hospftal and several other institutions that try to improve, 
abd solve the question of medical relief in their own way. It would 
bq an ideal state of affairs if the authorities of these several institutions 
could pool their resources together and co-operate with Government 
and among themselves to bring about a solution of the question of 
medical relief in this city, but that is a millennium which we all desire 
to achieve bit 'which I am afraid will only remain a pious desire and 
no more, and is bot likely to be realised in the near future. The Rai 
Bahadur has suggested that it should be an advisory committee and 
not an executive committee and it should not stand in the jr of 
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iajijtfvidual initiative or fetter the discretion of the authorities of 
individual institutions, but then what would be the proper work of an 
ftjtyjhory committee like this? If the authorities of different public 
bodies interested in medical institutions are at liberty to accept or 
reject the advice of this committee I would like to submit that it would 
be pure waste of time, pure* waste of energy unless there is a guarantee 
that the Government, private individuals and the Corporation would 
be obliged to be guided by the advice tendered bv this body. The Rai 
Bahadur himself has answered the question why there should not be 
euch a body for co-<srdinatiou at present. His suggestion is that thia 
body should draw up a scheme for the improvement of medical insti- 
tutions in Calcutta. I may remind him that this is hardly an opportune 
time for development. This is a time when we can only afford, if at 
all, to maintain the existing institutions in their existing state. There 
is no money for improvement or development. He reminded us that 
a few years ago Government and the Corporation decided to open au 
infectious diseases hospital in Calcutta, but the negotiations fell through 
because they could not agree; but I may tell him — they did agree but 
because there was no money to start the institution the scheme fell 
through. If estimates are prepared now, they will be absolutely out 
of date by the time money is available, it will Ik* nothing but a 
paper scheme. The House is no doubt aware that we can keep the doors of 
our existing hospitals and dispensaries open with great difficulty, aud 
we are absolutely helpless in the matter. It was with very great 
difficulty that I could resist the pruning knife of the Finance Depart- 
ment being applied to the resources of our medical institutions. This 
is not the time for development. I do think that the ideal state of 
affairs about which my friend was so eloquent in advocating is not pos- 
sible or practicable at the pre>ent moment hut that ideal state of 
affairs has yet to come. * 

As regards the proposal of my friend Mr. Armstrong about an 
official lottery for the improvement of hospitals, I may s£y that it is 
the decision of Government that there should be no lottery, official or 
non-official, for improvement of hospitals or for any other purpose. 
Ha tells us that St. John’s Church was built out of lottery 

(The time-limit having been reached, the Hon'ble hfinister resumed 
his seat.) 

Xhe two motions of Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt were then, by 
leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. W. L. Armstrong was then put«and lost. 

* The original demand under head '* 32-— Medical” was then put and 
agreed to. 



. JW ' • DEMANDSTFOB GBANT8. {27tb Hi*., 

S3— Public HMtth. 


TIM HOfl’M* Mr. BUOY PRASAD BIRCH ROY: On the recoin- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
•tun of Rs. 38,63,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “33 — 
public Health". 

* * Sir, about the Public Health budget I am in a much happier posi- 
tion and I venture to submit that not only almost the same amount hag 
been provided for as in the current year but provision has been made 
for increasing activities of this department in some useful directions. 
But before I deal with them in detail I propose to make certain general 
observations about the various sub-heads in the budget. 

Under sub-head “Grants for Public Health purposes” there is 
total reduction of 18,000 rupees due mainly to smaller provision for 
rural public health units, maternity and child welfare grant and 
absence of provision for grant to the Kala-azar Commission. As regard* 
the rural public health units it is really no reduction because Govfci®- 
ment pay a grant up to Rs. 2,000 per each unit and the money provid- 
ed for is more than the revised estimate of the current year; even the 
full amount provided for may not be actually necessary. This smaller 
amount has been provided only to reduce the balance at the end of the 
year. The grant to Kala-azar Commission was paid last year by reap- 
propriation and as tilers was no timely application by the association 
for a grant this amount could not be included in the ensuing year’s 
budget. But, if necessary, Government hope to pay it by a supple- 
mentary demaud. 


The provision for maternity and child welfare includes Rs. 15,000 
for dm training', Rs. 4,000 for Calcutta Health Week, Rs. 4,000 for 
Mufattal Baby Show and Rs. 5,000 for Dacca Maternity Work; total 
fls. 28,000. It has been found from experience that savings could bo 
gffected under the two sub-items, viz., Calcutta Baby Week and 
Mhfaftol Baby Show, without in any way affecting usefulness of those 
exhibitions; total grant has therefore been reduced by Rs. 7,000 
for the sake of economy and retrenchment. The other important 
pants under that sub-head are rural water-supply, provision for irate!** 
forks in urban areas, augmentation grant, free vaccination grant, 
provision for vaccination inspecting staff, etc. ; they remain almost 
tfte same. The provision for Jalpaiguri waterworks has been ^ftcreaa- 
scj^ by Rs. 10,000 ; in addition to these a new provision has been jnade, 
rii., the contribution of Rs. 10,000 to the Tuberculosis Association of 
Bengal to he)p % public education through propaganda against tuber- 
miosis and for training members of the existing public healthy 
buttons in anti-tuberculosis work. Education of public opinion i 
ng to prevention of the disease is of greater important* * 




cjpfrtive work. Government therefore decided to giro preference U& 
«|flmisetion8 doing the work of educating public opinion aba anti*' 
tiSrculoeis propaganda, to institutions which are trying to give relief 
to only a very limited number of patients. I wish it were possible for * 
Government to make a more libera] contribution both to this associa- 
tion as well as to institutions undertaking curative work, but finaftttill 
stringency stood in the way and they had to be satisfied with a limit^ff* 
grant to the Tuberculosis Association, though a grant of Rs, 10,000 jpk 
by no means a small beginning. The last important sub-head 'f|$| 
‘^Eipensas in conniption with Epidemic Diseases” which shows an 
increase of nearly Rs. 34,000 in the ensuing year’s budget than the 
budget provision of the current year and an increase of nearly 
78,000 over the revised budget. This is due entirely to the large 
addition which has been made to the quinine grant in spite of 60 per 
dint, reduction in the provision for anti-kala-asar campaign. But this 
reduction was considered justified in view of the fact that there is a 
pereeptibb fall in the number of kala-asar patients during the last few 
j^ars. For the information of the House and in support of this state- 
ment 6f mine I may quote the following figures which would show 
that not only there is a large fall in the number of patients treated 
but also in the intensity of the number of kala-azar patients in differ- 
ent areas: — 


Kala-azar cases treated in special centres. 

90,467 (this includes cases treated in 
9*7 voluntary centres.) 


Kala-azar cases treated at Bandel and Stngur. 



Bandel. 

Singur. 

1927 

UV 

1.8% 

1928 

... 1,660 

1,4# 

*1929 

... 2,036 

l.UW* 

1930 

... 1,304 

1,048 ' 

* 1931 

... 1,198 

no' 


Government propose to distribute free quinine to patient# through 
1pfc.li I Kke tbe presidents and the members of tbe union boards an<£ 


health inspectors in charge of rurad health units and try this experi- 
meHt of free distribution in fire thanas in four districts which ahotr 
an excess of death rate over birth rate daring the last 2 and 3 decades.' 
The experiment would be tried in the districts of Burdwan, Hooghly, 
Nadia, Raj a hah i and Faridpur. This is of course an additional 
method of anti-malaria operations, basides the experiment with quinine 
and plaimoquijie in a selected area in Burdwan district, the expensed 
of which are proposed to be met from the provision for anti-malaria 
work in the rural areas. If this experiment succeeds with the im- 
provement of the financial resources Government hppe to start a regular 
anti-malaria campaign throughout the 15 districts of the .province 
which are stricken with malaria. In addition Government with the 
help of the Irrigation Department have started a Contour Survey 
between the Hooghly and Damodar in the districts of Burdwan and 
Hooghly covering about 1,500 square miles to ascertain whether anti- 
malaria flushing schemes on the lines of Dr. Bentley cannot be under- 
taken. Besides these Government have conducted the anti-malaria 
operation in the vicinity of Calcutta to control the Ludlowi menadfe 
to the city and they have given partial effect to the recommendations 
of Major Coveil by maintaining Survey Units at a cost of Rs. 10,473 
and Budge Budge Chengail control work at Rs. 10,502 or at a total 
cost of Rs. 20,975. 

Now I propose to deal with the various recommendations of the 
Retrenchment Committee affecting the Public Health Department and 
to state how far they have been accepted by Government. 

The items of retrenchment suggested by the committee are — 

(1) Abolition of the post of the Chief Engineer. 

<2) Abolition of the posts of the Executive and Assistant 
Engineers and reduction in the number of the subordinate 

staff. 

<3) Reduction in expenditure on the Bhatpara Sewerage scheme. 

44) Abolition of the posts of two Assistant Directors of Public 
Health, namely, the one in charge of vital statistics and 
vaccination and another in charge of the School Hygiene 
Burpau. - , 

t)f these recommendations Government have accepted the reduction 
of one Assistant Engineer and also the number of temporary staff 
resulting in a saving of Rs. 21,648. It was not practicable to weaken 
the department further than that. The reduction of Rs. 20,060 on 
Bhatpara Sfcwerage scheme was really suggested by the department, 
the Retrenchment Committee agreed to it and it was accepted by 
Government. The abolition of the two appointments of Assistant 
Directors of Public Health has also been accepted which would biifcg 

i * sjf' i > „ 
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dug of about Rs, 18,000. But the abolition of the School Hygiene 
au is to my mind a retrograde measure which has been most reluc- 
tantly agreed to on the ground that we could not afford in the present 
Ante of our finances to strengthen it and thereby to make it more 
useful. The department agreed that unless it could be strengthened 
and the activities of the Bureau increased there was no objection to its 
temporary abolition. 

The most important proposal of the committee was the abolition 
*df the post of the Chief Engineer which Government could not accept, 
jfecause the work of the Public Health Department requires specialised 
knowledge in that branch of engineering. The duties of the Chief 
Engineer are not merely confined to construction but include control 
and supervision of waterworks, sewerage works and other public 
health works under local bodies. They require high technical know- 
ledge and experience. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
ifouse. 



Adjournment 

[It being 7 p.m. of the clock] 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 28th 
March, 1933, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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IroeMdiikft of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 28th March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatiia Nath Rat 
Chaudhuhi, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 94 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Cattle in the district of Bankura. 

*87. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state approximately the present number of cattle in the dis- 
trict of Bankura and their projantion per capita to the people of the 
district P 

(6) Is the Hou’ble Minister aware that tfie general condition of the 
cattle in the district is deplorable P 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government have been 
taking or are contemplating to take for increasing the number and 
improving # the condition of the cattle in the Bankura distriotP 

MIRitTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and IHOUBTRIEB 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. Faragui, Klpn 
Bahadur): (fl) Accprdiug to the Cattle census of 1930 the total number 
of cattle in B&nkura district is 865,452 and their proportion per capita 
of population is *78. 

(b) Yea. 

( c ) As stated in paragraph 22 of the Survey and Settlement Report 
of the district for 1917-24 Hie main difficulty in the way of improving 
the breed of cattle is the lack of grating. The Agriculture Department 
is concentrating attention on the growing of fodder crope in Hie dis- 
trict and encouraging the people to grow more fodder for their atock 
and to use better bulla. 
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, Mto HEM CHANDRA ROY* CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’W* 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government consider It deeiittfle 
for the improvement of the breed of cattle to maintain breeding balls 
at district headquarters? 


Tho Hoit 1 bio Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: I want 

notion. 


Text-book in tho infant daM of Nawab Bahadur's Institution. 

*08. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Rahadur. Of 
Nasbipur: (<?) Will the Hon’blc Minister in charge of the Education 
Department be pleased to state — 

( t ) whether Adarslm 1/ipi and Sahnj Italian Siksha by Maulvi Kali 
Abdul Hamid has been prescribed as a text-book for High 
English Schools; 

ji) whether it is a fact that the said book is being taught in the 
infant class of the Nawab Bahadur Institute, Murshidabad, 
to the Hindu boys of the school; and 

(ut) whether it is a fact that in the said hook the following passage 
occurs : — 

“(uthe galo putul puju jata kadaohar, ushagam^ jena dur bayeela 
andhor)”P 

I b) If the answer to (a) (iii) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’lls 
Minister aware that the said passage is highly objectionable to tho 
Hindus from the religious point of viewP 

ie) What steps do the Government contemplate* taking in thii 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon* Mo Mr. Khwaja Nuimuddln): (a) ( i ) No. 

(tt) Yes, it was used for script writing by the pupils of the infant 

classes. 

(*h) Yes. 

(6) Ho complaint has hitherto been received by Government. 

(e) The use of the book has since been discontinued in the Nawab 
Bahadur’s Institution. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABUl Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state who sanctioned the use of that bookP * 

The HoiPble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOINl Not Government, 
certainly. 
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Strength fit clerioal and gazetted staff of the Legislative Dep artm e n t 
and of the Council Department after separation. 

•88. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in Charge 
of the Finance Department be pleased to state what are the strength 
of clerical and gazetted staff of the Legislative Department and of the 
Council Department after the separation? 

(b) What are the rates of pay of the Superintendent of the Legis- 
lative Department and the Superintendent of the Oouncil Department?* 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the posts of the Superintendents carry different rates of pay, 
and, if so, what is the cause of the differential treatment? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the rules 
obtaining in the Secretariat Departments in respect of their clerical 
establishments are similarly operative in the Council Department — 

♦ 

(i) in the case of upper division posts; 

( ii ) in the case of lower division posts ; and 

(tit) in the case of selection grade posts (upper and lower)? 

(e) Will the Hon'hle Member he pleased to state whether it is the 
practice in the Secretariat that as soon as a candidate is, under the 
rules of the Government, considered eligible by any department for a 
selection grade post, he is allowed to get the benefit of the same with- 
out any reference to the Finance Department 

(/) Are the Government considering the question of the stuff of the 
Council Department., their pay and prospects, against the inauguration 
of the enlarged 'Council after the reforms? 

MEMBER in ohttg. of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'M* 
Mr. 4. At WoodlWMQ: (o) and (6) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) Yes, the two Superintendents are being paid on the same scale s 
as before the separation of the departments. The cause of differential 
treatment is the different nature of the work done by each. The term 
Superintendent does not denote any specific range of responsibility. 

(d) (t) and (Hi) There are two superior posts only; they are not on 
the Secretariat scale; the question of recruitment for these posts has 
not vet arisen. 

(ii) Yes. * 

(«) Yes. 

ii) No. 
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Statement referred t^in reply to ttafrei qnettion ftd , 89 tm I (b)% 


Corxnt Depabtmext. 


(«) The gazetted and clerical strength of the Council Department— 

Gazetted 2 (one Secretary' and one Assistant Secretary) and clericai 
14 (including 3 typists and 2 reporters, who are expeoted to 
help in clerical duties during recesses). 

( b ) The pay of the Superintendent of the Council Department V 
Bs. 150 — 10—250 per mensem. 


Legislative Department. 

* (a) The strength of the gazetted and clerical staff of the legislative^ 
Department is as follows: — 

Gazetted staff. (' lerical staff (ft), 

1 Secretary. 7 assistants, and 

1 First Assistant Secretary. 2 typists. 

1 Second Assistant Secretary. 

1 Legal Assistant. 

(b) The puy of the Superintendent of the Legislative Department la 
Its. 200 — 10 — 300 per mensem. 

• 

Mr* P. BANERJI: With reference to (a) the statement only men- 
tions two reporters a* belonging to the Council Department. Do not 
the other reporters belong to the Council Department and Ire they not 
under the control of the Hon'ble President Y If so why not Y 

Thi HofiHWa Mr* 4 . A. WOODHEADt The other reporters are borne 
on the Secretariat establishment. They «are, *whil* working as 
reporters, under the control of the Hon'bie President of the Council. 

Mbit AMULYADHAM RAY: What is the justification of the 
higher pay of the Superintendent of the Legislative Department con- 
sidering that he only controls 9 assistants, while the Superintendent of 
the Council Department controls 14 assistants F • 

Mr. PRESIDENTS 1 think it is not necessary to draw a 
comparison. 
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My JiTf^ML*l|tt4cR«El U *%hct that the jetted 
staff of the Legislative Department is of the same strength as it- was 
before the separation from the Council Department? 

Tht HoM Mr, 4, A. WOODHEAD! I speak subject to correc- 
tion; but I think that the gazetted staff is the same as before. * 

Btbll JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is it a fact that the B&lary 
of the Secretary to the Council is less than the*' salary of tfca&st 
^Assistant Secretary of the Legislative Department? , $ 

Tht Hon’Mt Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I must ask for notice. 

Msulvt EYED MAJID BAKSHs Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
the clerical staff is insufficient for the large amount of work involved? 

The Hon’bl# Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Where? 

Matllvi EYED MAJID BAKSH: I refer to the Legislative Council 
Department. 


Thy Hon’trit Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Not that I am aware of. 


Calcutta Port Trust 

*90. Mr. SYAMAPROEAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the total number of officers under the Calcutta Port 
Trust (senior and junior ranks being shown separately) ; 

(ii) hoW many of them are Kuiopeans, statutory natives of India 
(Anglo-Indians), Hindus and Muhammadans, respectively; 
(in) what percentage ef the total amount spent on the salaries and 
allowances of these officers goes to Europeans, Anglo- 
Indians and Indians respectively? 

MEMBER in Otarg, of MARINE DEPARTMENT (th> HmMJi’ 
Mr. J« A. Woodhaad): (») and (ii) The following statement gltcf th# 
total number df officers now in the Commissioners* service, omitting 
men on leave preparatory* to retirement; the term “officer” has been 
applied to all men coming under the Fundamental Leave Rules. The 
Commissioners have no division into senior and junior ranks, but mum 



QUESTION'S. 


Km l*en shown under the U 
Be. 600 |>er month or al on a 


e of 


m 

mort duos i 
\ amount. 


V 


Senior. 

Junior. 

Europeans 

.. 

lie* 

4 

Anglo-Indians 


72 

127 



id 

2,013 

gnhMnmfui^a 

. . 

Nil 

186 

Other. 


Nil 

11 


Total 

207 

2,341 


•This includes 74 Europeans in the Deputy Conservator's Depart 
iqpnt, the majority of whom are Master Mariners. 

(m) 32*3 per cent, to Europeans. 

16*76 per cent, to Anglo-Indians. 

46*28 per cent, to Hindus. 

3*58 per cent, to Muhammadans. 

•f>8 per cent, to other classes. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEs Has the attention of the 
Hon'ble Member been drawn to the paucity or rather the total absence 
of Muhammadans in the senior branch? 


Thi Hon’ble Mr. 4. A. WOODHEAD: Yes, I hove noticed the 

figures. * 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Does the Hon’bU 
Member contemplate taking any steps in regard tq the matter? 


Thy Hon’bU Mr. 4. A. WOOOHEADs I require notice. 

'f * 

' ^ Katubhali-Bhatiapara Branch an tha Eaitam Bengal Railway* 

W. Maulvi EYED -MA4ID BAKBH t (a) Is the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department aware that a 
new branch line has been opened over the Eastern Bengal Railway 
front Kalukhali to Bhatiapara? 
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(5) Is it a fact fhat owing to the larf* of high Wei platforms 
at Kalukhali as well as at the other stations cm the new line, a good 
deal of inconvenience is caused to the passengers, especially to females 
and children P 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the 
Government to urge upon the proper authority to remove this incon- 
venience by raising the platforms? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is no station between 
Madhukhali and Gbosepur, a distance of more than 6 miles? 

(e) Is it a fact that a representation was made by the inhabitants 
of the intermediate villages to open a station at Ghorakbali, a place 
situated midway between the two abovenamed stations? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of urging the proper authorities to open 
a station at Ghorakhali? * 

(g) Is it a fact that owing to short stoppage ftt Kalukhali of the 
Dacca and Chittagong mail trains, which are the only corresponding 
trains for the new line, great inconvenience is caused to the passengers 
of that line? 

( h ) If the answer to (g) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of urging the proper authorities to increase 
the time for stoppage of these two trains at the said station? 


MEMBER in ehtrgt of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’bls Mr. J. A. Woodhosrf): (a) Yes. 

(b) There are no high level platforms on the Kalukhali-Bhatiapara 
Branch. Two representations have been received by the Railway 
authorities complaining of inconvenience in this respect. 

(c) As the Kalukhali-Bhatiapara Branch has proved a very un- 
remunemtive line and is worked at a heavy loss, it would not be 
justifiable W Government to urge upon the Railway authorities 
further expenditure upon it until conditions have improved. 

(d) and (cj Yes. 

(/) In view of the facts stated in the reply to question ( c ) Govern- 
ment do not consider it desirable to urge the Railway authorities* to 
open a station at Ghorakhali. 

(g) The, Up and Down Chittagong mail trains and the Up Dfceca 
mail stop 2 nynutes each at Kalukhali and the Down Dacca mail S 
minutes. ' 

(ft) Owing to the very limited numbers of pasengers now entrain- 
ing and detraining at Khalukhali these stops are considered sufficient. 



fij 


QUESTIONS. 


HlllwM SYRO MAJlfi’sRAKtrfl With reference to unw («> is it 
^^endangering the lives of women and children if a railway line ia 
open and platforms are not provided P 


The Hon 9 We Mr. J . A. WOODHEAD: No, Sir, I do not think so. 


# Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKtH: Is it proper for the authorities to 
open railway lines in order to endanger the lives of women and children 
(Laughter) P 

(No answer was given). 


Haalth of dttanu Maulvi Hamidui Huq of Hooghly. 

*92. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: (a) Will the Hnn’ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department tie pleased to state the 
condition of the health of Maulvi Hamidui Huq of Hooghlv interned 
in village Kalkini in the district of Fa rid pur? 

( h) Is it u fact that the place is not suited to his health and he 
has been suffering from beri beri since his internment ¥ 

( c ) Is it a fact that complaint has been made that the allowance 
sanctioned for him is inadequate? 

( d ) Is the non’ble Member considering the desirability of directing 
home internment in his case, thus enabling him to live with his old 
mother ? 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Mt 

Mr. W. D. R. Profit iOC): (a) and (b) This detenu was suffering from 
beri beri but is reported to have recovered after treatment. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Not at present. 


Portent appointed at mlrosteriiJ offloan in tht offlott of tht DMrlet 
Judge and Dittriet Magfetrata, Farid pqf. 

m Rai M lib REBATI MOHAN BARKER & (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
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the names of persons appointed as ministeriaFoffieers— temporary clerfca 
or probationers— by the District Magistrate and the District Judge 
of Faridpur during the years 1930-1933, respectively? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the castes of all 
such persons and how many of them belong to the depressed classes? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state how far the 
Government circular for the appointment of depressed class candidates 
in the ministerial services has been given effect^ to by the District^ 
authorities of Faridpur? 

MEMBER in ohftrgi of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bif Mr. W. D. R. Prentioo); ( a ) and ( b ) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

( c ) The orders have not been complied with by one of the District 
Judges, and Government have already issued orders on the subject 
which they hope will enable the deficit in the number of appointments 
from the depressed classes to be made good. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 93 (a) and 
(b) showing the names of persons appointed as ministerial officers 
in the offices of the District Judge and the District Magistrate. 
Faridpur , during the year 1930-33. 

Office of tub Disthiot Judge, Faridpur. 


Year. 

Name of tempor- 


Names of 


ary clerks. 

Castes. 

probationers. 

Castes. 

1950 

m 


1. Kaci Abdul 



Asen Md. Ena* 
yetulla. 

! ^ 

Hindu (Bai* 



1931 

Nil .. 

« r 


1 . Sukhendu 


Bikash Sen, 

B.A. 

dya). 






2. Mir F. Q. 

Muhammadan. 




Zinnatali. 

3. Nagendra 

Hindu (Brah 




Nath Bhatta* 

min). 




eharji, B.A. 

4. Md. Abdur 

Muhammadan . 




Basbid. 



* 


6. Nani Oopal 

Hindu (Brah- 


j 


Baneriee. 

min). 




6. Safi Mohd. 

MmUhhomUb 




Motaher Hot* 

sain. 






QUESTION'S, 


Huqn of tempor- 
ary clerk*. 


Nagcm of 
jrobationers 


1. Dakahina Hindu (Kayia- 

Raman Ghosh, tha). 

M So 

2. k. Hale* Alt Muhammadan. 
Mm, B.A. 

3. M. Baiduddin Ditto. 
Ahmad. 

4. Nirod* Ran- Hindu (Kayaa- 

jan De, B.A. tha). 

No new appoint- 
ment* have been 
made up to date. 


OrriCE of the District Magistrate, Faridfur. 


1. Babu Stair 

Kayastha . . 

Babu Sudhindra 

Ran jan Ghosh. 

Nath Gupta. 

2. Prafulla Kumar 

Ditto 

Babu Siteah 

Sarkar. 


Chandra Roy. 


(Subsequent 

Babu Chandra 


ly appointed 

Kumar Das. 


probationer). 

Munshi A. Sattar 
MoUa. 

3. Babu Bureah 

Brahmia. 


Chandra Lahiri. 



4. Hem Chandra 

Namasudra 


Biswas. 

(Depressed 

class). 


1. Md. Serajul 

Muhamma- 

Babu Ganesh 

Haq. 

dan. 

Chandra Roy. 

2. Babu Prafulla 

Baidya 

Mian Baslar 

Kumar Das Gupta. 

Rahaman. 

3. Mir Mazzam Ati 

Muhamma- 

Babu Jyotiah 


dan. 

Chandra Gupta. 

4. Babu Ramesh 

Brahmin. 

Chandra Baner- 



jee. 


• 

5. Babu Birendra 

Native Chris- 

M. Baharuddin 

Nath Sarkar. 

tian. 

Ahmad. 

6. Babu Nagendra 

Brahmin. 


Lai Banenee. 

7. Babu Khetra 



Kumar (De- 


Nath Pal. 

pressed 

class). 


Babu Amulya 

Baidya 

Babu Benode 

Bhusan Sen. 


Lai Das. 

Munshi Sftlimud- 
dfti Ahmed. • 

Babu Monoranjan 

Dhupi (sub' ; 

Babu Hem 

Das. 

sequently 

SET ** 1 

Chandra Biswas. 


Tahaildar 

Babu Prafulla 


(Depressed 

class). 

Kumar Sarkar. 

11. Salumuddin 

Muhamma- 


Ahmad. 

dan. 

• 

Shah Md. Obedar 

Ditto. 


Rahman. 



Nil 

... * 

Babu Santh 

Cfaandm Lahiri 


496 QUE8TIQSS. '{2$rH Itu., 

* Mr. NARENORA KUMAR Will tbe be 

pleased to inform us why the term “Depressed classes'* t*. being used 

in the matter of appointments and not in the matter of fif^chise? 

. 'V 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid critics like 
Mr. Basu will find many such items. The term “Scheduled^ castes" 
has really so far been used in constitutional literature only. It has 
not yet been introduced in the Appointment Department. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: May I ‘enquire whether tfie 
terms “Scheduled castes” and “Depressed classes” are interchangeable? 

The Hon’bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

BMW AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state tbe name of the District Judge who did not comply with the 
orders? * 

Tht Hon’bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask for notice. 

BMW AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether there has been only one District Judge who has not 
complied with the orders? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Only one in Faridpur. 

BMW AMULYADHAN RAY: Has the District Judge, of Bakarganj 
complied with the orders? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot enter into that 
when dealing with a question relating to Faridpur. 

BMW AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleas- 
ed to inquire into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes, I will. 

Reverend B. A. NACl In column 3 of the statement under the head 
“Castes/' “Native Christian” is mentioned: is the Hon'ble Member 
aware that Qhristians do not believe in caste and object to that term? 

The Hen’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 am afraid I did #t check 
tlrt details of the statement. If Mr* Nag will kindly give me the proper 
tern I will certainly correct it. 



i|p , question* .■ ; «w 

••wSi';... •„!» n. nnC: “lUligisf* is the proper word. Doe# tlfe 
Hoft'ble Member know that the word "Native" is held to be objec- 
tionable antgfhat the word should have been "Indian"!* '* 

Z'.t' +■<** 

% 

Tlt« Handle Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes, I am sorry that a 
mistake %has Been made. 


. Faridpur railway station. 

*94. Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: (a) Will the Handle 
Member in charge of Public Works (Railways) Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Bar Association, the Merchants' 
Association, the Passengers' Association and the Faridpur Municipality 
have sent representations to the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities, 
praying that the sum allotted for temporary improvement of the pre- 
sent railway station at Faridpur be s|>ent towards the construction of 
the proposed new station at the selected site ? 

(b) If so, has any reply been given to any of those representations!' 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what the 
Eastern Bengal Railway propose to do with the money allotted for tem- 
porary improvement of the present railway station at Faridpur P 

The Hon’blft Mr. 4 . A. WOODHEAO: (a) Yes. But a representation 
was also received from the Faridpur Govind&pur Merchants’ Associa- 
tion stating that their members contributed about 70 per cent, of the 
railway earnings at Faridpur and asking that the station should be left 
at the present site. • 

(b) A reply has been sent to the District Magistrate, Faridpur, in 
regard to these representations stating that, as public opinion at Farid- 
pur appeared on the whole opposed to the suggested improvements at 
the existing Faridpur station, the proposal would be cancelled, but that 
the consideration of the question of a new station at another site Would 
have to await improved financial conditions. 

(c) The money proposed for expenditure oh the imprbvement of the 
present railway station at Faridpur will not now be spent. 

Utilizstian of the tax rati toad an pttrai and natar aaNotaa. 

*99. Rai Bahadur 9ATYENDRA KUMAR DA9< ( a ) Will tha 
Hon 'ble "Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether the tax realised on petrol and motor vehicles 
was intended to be earmarked for improvement of roads in the province? 
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\ (b) Will the Hon’bi# Minist&^plpwd to lay dntbe t&le a state- 
meat showing the appropriations oihctroned and actually made out of 
the revenues arising out of the petrol tax and tW Motor Vehicles Act 
during the last two years district by district in rural a$ft urban areas? 

MINISTER iitolwrgoof LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (ths Hon’blt Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Certain sums 
of money are allotted to the provincial revenues by the Goventfnefet of 
India, out of the proceeds of the tax on petrol, to meet expinditure 
on specified schemes of road development, not for the improvement of 
roads in general. 

The proceeds of the motor vehicles tax (less cost of collectid^).4re 
earmarked for the construction and maintenance of roads in the 
province. 

( b ) Figures are not available to show how much has been expended 
from the grants made by the Government of India in individual dis- 
tricts and in rural and urban areas. 

No appropriations have yet been made out of the proceeds of the 
motor vehicles tax. 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: When does the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter expect tln»se appropriations to be made? 

Thu Hon’blo Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: We have settled 
the basis on which the allotment should be made at a meeting of the 
Provincial Hoad Board which was held on the 24th instant. The allot- 
ments will now be made. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is it not a fact that most of the 
money camy into the hands of Government just about a year ago? 

Thu HoiPMt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: No. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: When was the major portion of 
the tax realised? 


Thu Hon MM# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The major por- 
tion was realised in July last and since then the collections are being 
made. 

i 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU I If the allocation has taken 
about 7 months, how long is the appropriation likely to take? 



-||m Qrijsnop. v ' <*» 

fc'JTfc* JUntJl Mf. BUOY MUD SINSH BOY I The allooU&n 
k* “®‘ mo»tk»- "W^itoito wttle th. tasig on which the 

allocation hadyto bo made. Informations were received from different 
bodies and on |bo«e informations the basis of the allocation was settled 
at the last meeting of the Road Boartl. 

Mr. ^MARElfDRA fcUMAR BASU. Now that the basis has been 
settltd, will the appropriation take another 7 or 8 months or will it be 
expedited? 

The Hon’bfo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It will be done 
mi sqpn as possible, 

Bafcl SATISH CHANDRA RAY GHOWDHURY: Does the Hon'ble 
Minister intend to circulate the principles and rules according to which 
the allocation will be made for the information of the several local 
bpdies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY: The local bodies 
are not much interested in the principle. The principle is the concern 
of the Provincial Road Committee and of Government. 

Khan Bahadur MauJvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
intend to circulate it to the members of this House? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY: I have no objec- 
tion. 

"V 

Dr. HARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Is the Road Board an 
advisory body for the motor vehicles taxation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY: Yeg. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Did the Hon’ble Minister 
intend to consult the local bodies before finally fixing the basis and the 
principle of allocation? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In that case it 
would have taken 7 years and not 7 months to make the allotment. 

Khan B a h a dur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Does the Hon'ble Minister 
mean that the local bodies would have taken 7 years to send their 
opinions ? 

Tht Hoa’Mi Mr. BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY: I think they have 
taken unusually long time. 
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' Mwilvi 9YED MAJID BAKUtil Upon what principle and upon 
what information the allocation was fixed ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Upon the mileage 

of the road maintained by each district board and municipality and the 
expenditure on maintenance. 

Mftttlvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: How are the needs of a particular 
case to be determined P 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It has got to be 

determined on certain principles. We cannot hope to meet the neces- 
sity of each individual local body. 


Transfer of MS. Serajul Huq and Dr. NilraUn Das of HoogMy a 
to Andamans. 

•SS. MUNINDRA DEB RAI M AH ASA I : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Md. Serajul Huq and Dr. Nilmtan Das of 
Hooghly, Anns Act case prisoners, sentenced for five years and seven 
years respectively in 1930 and 1931, have been transferred to the 
Andamans P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for their transfer? 

( c ) Are the Government considering the desirability of classing them 
in division II in view of the fact that both of them come from respect- 
able families and are well-educated? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(tht Hon’ble Sir Provaeh Chundtr Mitter): (a) Only convict Serajul 
Huq has been transferred to the Andamans. 

(b) Because he was convicted of a serious crime. 

(e) No. TU case of convict Serajul Huq has already been con- 
sidered. No application has been received from convict Nilr&tan Das. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: With reference to (e), 
is it the usual practice to send people convicted under this section to 
the Andamans ? 

TBs HtffMo Sir PROVASM GHUNDER MITTEN: I have already 

Answered that question in (6). 



mvsmm. ' : m 

Maia’ ttalivi AZIZUL HAtUlt Wk* <h<wld * priwnw 
lor 5 years be sent to tbe Andaman* instead o! tke prisoner 
for 7 years? 


The Hou'We Hr PROVAlH CHUNDCR MITTCRi Because very 
possibly the offence is more serious in his case. 



Khan Bahadur Mwalvi AZIZUL HAQUCs Is the offence for which 
5»yeaiV imprisonment is given more serious than an offence for which 
seven years’ imprisonment is given? 

' The Hon’bto Sir PROVASH CHUNDCR MITTER; We have to act 
on certain principles and for those principles we are not the sole 
authorities, although we are responsible for carrying them out. The 
Government of India have a say in the matter. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUCs Two men are convicted 
for the same offence and one is given five years and another seven years. 
Is the offence of the former more serious than that of the latter? 


Tha Hon'bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTCR I It may be that 
the former was transferred to the Andamans because of the serious 
nature of the offence, that is to say, his presence here would have been 
a Rerious menace to jail discipline and to society. For example, if a 
man commits a burglary or an ordinary dacoity, Government do not 
consider that such offences are so serious as to be a menace to society. 
But a man guilty of throwing bombs or shooting with a revolver may 
b* considered to be a menace to society. 

Mr. NARCNDRA KUMAR BASUl Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the policy of Government is to enhance the 
punishment given by the court in certain crimes considered by Govern* 
ment to be serious? 

Th§ Hon’btt Sir PROVASH CHUNDCR BUTTER! 

Mr. NARCNDRA KUMAR BAfU s Then, why was the offence of a 
prisoner convicted for five years considered to be serious and as a result 
be was sent to the Andamans? 

The Hou'Wt Hr PROVAtM CHUNDCR MITTCR r Because under 
the Prisons Act a prisoner can be tmasf erred to the Andamans or to 
my other province in British India. A prisoner may be transferred 
from Madina to bore and from here to any other province. 
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to 


[ 28 th Mjul, 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: It it the policy of tlie down- 
moot to send to the Andamans prisoners who are convicted of serious 
crimes even though they may have been sentenced by the court to 
rigorous imprisonment? 


The Hon'We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Under the Pri- 
sons Act a prisoner can be transferred from one place to another. The 
policy of the Government of India and of this Government is that cer- 
tain classes of prisoners who are a menace to society or to jail discipline 
should be transferred to the Andamans. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Was the particular pri- 
soner a menace to jail discipline ? 


The Hofl’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
further to add. . 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: What was the serious 
nature of the crime of this particular convict P 

Tho Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I would ask for 
notice. 


Maulvl 8YED MAJID BAK8H: How is it that when two persons 
are convicted of the same offence one only is sent to the Andamans? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That depends 
on the facts of fho case. If the hon’ble member asks for further infor- 
mation, I will give him if he gives notice. I May, however, state 
generally that these cases are very carefully considered by the Govern- 
ment and when they think that the offence is such that the prisoner 
should be transferred to the Audamans, he is so transferred. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Are the Andamans an 
Indian province? * 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: They ere under 
the British Indian administration. If the hon’ble member who it a 
lawyer will look into the Prisons Act, he will find that a prisoner can 
be sent to $ny port of British India. 

ft 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAYl Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to say whether he personally looks into the cases of these pri- 
soners who are sent to the Andamans? 



Jig.] QUESTIONS. MS 

Hffl’Mt Mr PROVAtH OkUNDKR MITTKRt I should like 
to have notice of that. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: Does the Hon’ hie Member 
mean to say that the period of imprisonment is no indication of the 
seriousness of the crime? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: I do not mean 
to imply anything of that nature. 

Expenditure on the Retrenchment Committee Report. 

*97. Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon ’hie Mem- 
ber in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what expenditure was incurred for getting the report of the 

Retrenchment Committee out ; 

(b) what amount is proposed to be saved by the partial acceptance 

of the recommendations iu the Budget for 1983-34? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: (a) \U . 42,823-6-8. 

( b ) It is importable to estimate at presen 1 the total amount likely to 
be saved in the budget for 19*13-34 consequent on thei retrenchments to 
be effected as a result of the acceptance of lire Retrenchment Com- 
mittee’s recommendations. The Council will be kept informed of the 
savings made. 

R«i Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: Were the savings taken into 
account at the time of framing the budget for 1933? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4 , A. WOODHEAD: No, Sir, all the savings could 
not be taken into account. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYt Have the sav- 
ings so far affected covered the cost of the Retrenchment Committee? 

• * • 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. 4 . A. WOODHEAD: Yes, I would refer the 
hon’ble member to the Memorandum already circulated. 

Oanstnietien of a Bag station at BaJigori on the East Indian Railway. 

+08. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hobble Minister in 
charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department be pleased to stats 
whether it is a fact that a large number of people of village Baligori 
and other adjoining villages in thana Tarkeshwar v district Hooghly, 
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submitted representations to the East Indian Railway authorities in 
' recent years lor the construction of a flag* station in the said village, 
Baligori ? 

( b ) Is it a fact that a large number of passengers from the said 
villages are required to walk a distance of about 3 to 4 miles daily to 
entrain themselves at Tarkeshwar station? 

(c) Is it a fact that the district board road leading to Tarkeshwar 
station is a kutcha road? 

(d) Is it a fact that traffic of all descriptions* sometimes become 
impossible during the rainy season? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the village of Baligori, 
being an important village, both the passenger and goods traffic are 
greatly suffering? 

(f) If the answer to (e) in the affirmative, are the Government 

considering the desirability of constructing a flag station at Baligori 
at an early date? * 

The Hoft’ble Mr. J. A, WOODHEAD: («) A representation was 
made in 1920 by Bahu A. L. Kar and others on the subject of the 
opening of a new station between Bahirkhand and Tarkeshwar, but it 
was decided that the conditions did not warrant the provision of an 
additional station. Recently another representation has been made 
and the matter is under investigation by the Divisional Superinten- 
dent, East Indian Railway, HowTah. 

(h) The distance from Baligori to Tarkeshwar is 1} or 2 miles and the 
number of daily passengers who walk from Baligori to Tarkeshwar to 
entrain is reported to be only about 10 or 12: no information is avail- 
able about the qumber of passengers from other villages near Baligori. 

(r) and (d) Yes. 

(e) It does not appear that passenger and goods traffic is suffering. 

(/) In view’ of the concluding portion of reply to (a) the question 
does not arise. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEMi With reference to answer (6) is not the 
distance from pahirkhand and Tarkeshwar only three miles and five 
furlongs? 

Tht Hon'bU Mr. J. A. WOODHEADs I do not know, Sir. 

Maulvi ABUL KABfiMi (With reference to (c) and (d) is it not the 
duty of the tailway authorities and the district board to maintain feeder 
roads and approaches to railway stations? 

The Htn’Ma Mr. J. A. WOODHBADl I believe it i» the duty o! 
the district board. 



QUESTIONS. 





m R*i Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SCN: Will the Hon ’Me Mem- 
bar in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 

(<*) how many sessions cases are pending in the Sessions Courts at 
Faridpur; and 

(4) how many criminal appeals are pending in those courts? 


• MEMBER in ohtrge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HonHN* 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentioe)! The following represent the figures ns they 
stood on the 15th March, 1933: — 

<«) 5. 

(b) 14. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Percentage of free and half-free studentship for the Moslem boys. 

73. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Rouble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether he is aware that the reduction of percentage of free and half- 
free studentship for Moslem buys in Government and aided schools from 
15 to 5 per cent, has caused great hardship to them particularly in this 
year of agricultural depression? 

(6) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of rescinding the order and of restoring the percentage 
of free and half-free studentships for the Moslem boys? 

Tht Hon’bi* Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (/#) The per- 
centage has not been reduced. The rule, which has evidently given rise 
to the member’s apprehension, provided for free studentships for mem- 
bers of the backward! classes, but was not intended to affect the per- 
centage available to Moslems. Steps are being taken t<$ make the posi- 
tion quite clear. 

CowomiiB sanctioned by tbs Railway Board for the Agricultural 
Department. 

74. BMni KIBHORI MOHAN OHAUQHURIf (4 I* the Hon ble 
Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department aware 
that the Railway Board have granted concession rate of conveyance for 
the propagation of improved seeds, sugarcane cuttings, etc.? 
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(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Bailway Board (Eastern Bengal Railway) to grant similar concession 
rates for conveyance of bulls, cows and calves of good breed for the 
improvement of Bengal cattle ? 


Tht Mr. 4 . A. WOODHEAD: (a) Yes, all kinds of seeds, 

seedlings, cuttings, seed sugarcane and plants, booked by or for the 
Agricultural Department are charged at quarter parcels rate at Owner’s 
Bisk provided they are covered by a certificate from' a gazetted officer 
of the Agricultural Department to the effect “that the articles aft 
intended for bona fide agricultural purposes. This concession was 
sanctioned by the Railway Board. 

(b) Government are prepared to consider this question. 


Primary and secondary schools in Bangal. 

7S. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashi. 
pur: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(a) the total number of primary and secondary schools in Bengal; 

(b) the number of schools that are receiving Government gTants; 

(c) the amount 1 of such grants ; 

(d) the number of schools that have been aided or helped— 

(t) by zamindars or landlords, and 
(i7) by other persons; 

(e) the number of schools that have been financed for the construc- 

tion of buildings and for purchasing furniture — 

(i) by landlords, and 
(»7) by others; 

(f) the number of schools in which the buildings are the properties 

or are the gifts of — 

(i) the* local zamindars, and 
(**) other persons; 

( 9 ) the total number of private scholarships ; and 

(h) how many of them are endowed by the landlords and how 
many by others? 

n* Hon’bU Mr. KHWAJA HAZIMUODIN: (a) 64,288. 

(6) and (c) 60,204 schools receive grants aggregating Re. 60,76,362 
from public funds (inclusive of grants made by local bodies). 



QUESTIONS. 


® (d) to ( h ) The compilation of* this information would involve a 
laborious inquiry which Government regret they are not prepared to 
tutdertake. 

Appointment af d e p rmm d olaes candidates to the diatrtot boards. 

7i. Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the advisability of extending 
the circular of 28th April, 1981, regarding the appointment of depressed 
classy candidates to the district boards of those districts where it is 
applicable P 

The Hon'bta Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: No. Government 

cannot interfere with the discretion of the district boards in such a 
jpatter. 


Ahsanullah Softool of Engineering, Daooa. 

77. Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN SARKER: Is the Enable 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(t) that the mistries of the Ahsanullah School of Engineering have 
not as yet received any reply from the Director of Public 
Instruction, Bengal, to their application of April, 1981, 
for being made permanent; and 

(u) that there are permanent mistries in the Government School of 
Art, Calcutta, Dacca Collegiate School, Dpccu Intermediate 
College, Khulna Technical Srhool ami Kurseong \ictoria 
School ? 

» 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (,) No application 
from the mistries of the Ahsanullah School of Engineering was received 
by the Director of Public Instruction in April, 1981. It is however 
understood that applications were received by ihe Principal of the 
Ahsanullah School of Enginering, Dacca, from six temjiorary viistries 
on the subject of their being placed on a permanent basis. All the 
applications were put up before the Governing Body who did not proceed 
with the matter as Government had decided that the workshop establish* 
ment of the Ahsanullah School of Engineering, Dacca, should remain 
on a tempdrary basis. 

(it) The Coronation Technical School, Khulna, is*a District Board 
School. There are permanent mistries in the other institutions men-r 
turned. 
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C o m p u lso ry r^voocinotioft. 

78. Rai Bahadur JOCEOH CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government (Public Health) 
Department be pleased to state whether it is not an almost universally 
accepted fact that vaccination is a sure protection against small-pox? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of intro- 
ducing a measure to make re- vaccination compulsory? 

The Hon’Mo Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINCH MYl (a) Vaccination 
is accepted as a sure protection against small-pox by almost all medical 
men, but it is not so accepted by a large proportion of the general pub- 
lic in India, 
y ' ( b ) Not at present. 


Bogra Loan Offlot, Ltd. 

78. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZUR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Commerce Department 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desira- 
bility of making an inquiry, by some official or by the Registrar, Joint 
Stock Companies, under sections 137, 138, 139 of the Companies Act VII 
of 1913, into the affairs of the Bogra Loan Office, Limited, which have 
of late become the subject of various speculations arising out of the 
questionnaire sent on 20th January, 1933, by some share-holders of the 
company to its managing director and which had not been answered 
nor any information regarding them was vouchsafed either on, during, 
or after that darte up till now, although the questions were of vital 
interest to the depositors whose deposits amount to nearly 30 lakhs of 
rupeeB in the company, whereas the paid up share capital is 60 thousand 
rupees only? 

MEMBER in charge of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (tho Honfbio 
Mr. J. A. Woodhotd): As regards section 137, the Registrar reports 
that the company ha's complied with all statutory requirements, and 
that therefore there is no need for him to take action. As regards 
factions 138 and 139 no application has been received by Government;- 
the question of appointing an inspector therefore does not arise. 


Bongtl^ ttitf prisoners in tho Mianwili District MU 

•0. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE S (a) Will the Hon’blo 
Member in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state 
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** ** a * act ®° me Soagalee St*t« prisoners have been 
Whined in the Mianwali District Jail in the Punjab under Regulation 
tit of 1$18P 


(b) Has it been brought to the notice of the Hon’ble Member that 
their friends and relations have not been receiving any communication 
from them for a long time? 


<c) If the reply to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason for Buch discontinuance of communica- 
tions on their part ? # 

(d) Have the Government received any complaint from any of these 
State prisoners about the condition of their life at Mianwali P 
(fi) Has a Bengalee cook been supplied to these prisoners? 

(f) If the reply to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Member ^ 
be pleased to state whether the oook is a professional one, or a mere ^ 
convict ? 


(ft) Are the Government considering the desirability of supplying 
a Bengalee professional oook at Mianwali? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (u) Yes. 

(b) No such complaints have been received by Government. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) , (e), (f) and (< 7 ) Government have no information on these 
matters which are within the discretion of another Government. 


Col lection of cess by district boards from Government estates. 

• 

SI. Bibli SUK LAL NAG: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Revenue Department aware that a circular letter was issued recently 
by the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Bengal, that district boards 
should henceforth only be paid the actual amount of cess collected from 
Government estates? 

(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the same principle Will be followed in respect 
of private landlords and zamindars making payment of cess to the Gov- 
ernment in respect of their tauzi * ? 


MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the HonWo 
Bir Prmsb ©bonder Mittor): (a) Yes. The circular letter is based 
on section 7 of the Cess Act. 

( 6 ) No. The member is referred to the statutory provisions of sec- 
tions 41 and 42 of the Cess Act. « 
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33 — Putriio Health. 


Mr. S. M. BOSE: 1 move that the demand of Us. 1,13,500 under the 
head “33 A — Public Health establishment — Director of Public Health 
(Transferred) — Pay of officers" be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the in- 
adequacy of the grant and the question of procuring sufficient expendi- 
ture for public health, if necessary, by loan). # t 

Sir, yesterday on motion No. 658, I dealt at some length with a 
similar resolution under the head “Medical" to discuss the inadequacy 
of the grant, and suggested a loan scheme. To-day, here, I move a 
similar motion regarding public health; so I shall be very brief. I 
admit that the record of expenditure for public health is better than 
that for “Medical" tlmt I gave yesterday. For instance, the actuals 
of- 


1928- 29 

1929- 30 

1930- 31 

1931- 32 

Budget Estimate for 1932-33 
1933-34 


Rs. 

32.69.000 

34.90.000 

36. , '50 ,000 

37.48.000, and 

38.60.000, and 

38.63.000 


This is fair, but I submit it is quite insufficient. I want at least 
Rs. 50 lakhs for this important work every year. WV must have a 
loan raised for this. I have already given my scheme yesterday. We 
want the Minisfer to spend money lavishly for public health. There 
is very great need for expenditure in this direction, as we all know, and 
we all want more money for public health. We do not rniud running 
into debt, and so I hope our Minister will from now start asking lor 
more and more money. I shall not elaborate what I have already said 
yesterday, that we should spend lavishly on these objects and we must 
•how a great deal of expenditure. I waut to lay stress upon another 
matter, as I did yesterday, that pending financial arrangement with the 
Government of India it would be wrong on our part to show a small 
total expenditure just enough to meet our bare needs. In our fight 
with the Central Government our case will be enormously strengthen- 
ed if, in our demand for more money, iu our demand for a larger share 
of the income-tax and the whole of the jute tax, we can show that we 
really do need «a very large sum of money for our requirements. So, 
we ought not to stint spending money on these objects, and I hope our 
Hon ’We Minister will try from now to get more money and press upon 
the Government the need for loans for this purpose. 
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NARENDRA KUMAR lASUt Sir, I beg to support this 
Motion. I do not think that it is necessary for Mr. Rose who has moved 
tilts motion to stress the urgency and the great need of the province w 
far as public health is concerned. Bengal is notoriously malarious, and 
it Is notoriously suffering from many other serious diseases, and the 
inadequacy of the public health grant needs no iteration or reiteration. 
As members are aware, the total budget of the Public Health Depart- 
ment is about Rs. 39 lakhs. 


, Tht Hon’ble Mr, BUOY PRAftAD SINGH ROY: It is about 
Rs. 40 lakhs. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Well, Rs. 39 lakhs or Rs. 40 
lakhs, that is 3 0 per cent, of the total expenditure budget, that is to say, 
Bengal is spending 96*4 per cent, iu torturing the people, on “law ami 
order” and on other departments, and for saving the life of the people of 
Bengal, the Government of Bengal spends the magnificent percentage 
ok 3 -6. I take the Hon’ble Minister’s figure, and say that it is Rs. 40 
lakhs. Well, you are spending the magnificent sum of Rs. 40 lakhs 
for looking after and preserving the life and health of 50,000,000 of 
people in your province, that is to say, you are apendiug the magnifi- 
cent sum of one anna and three pies per head of the ]>opulnt1nn. The 
Minister says, about Rs. 40 lakhs, and I am making calculations on that 
basis of Rs. 40 lakhs. Does the Hon’ble Minister know what civilised 
countries are really spending on public health; what Great Britain 
spends, whose civilisation we are aping here? Great Britain spends 
10 shillings per head of the population on public health; and even 
Fiance, ]>oor France compared with Great Britain, spends 104 francs 
per head on public health and labour combined ~~I have not been able 
to pet public health figures alone. Contrast with that the magnificent 
sum of Rs. 40 lakhs for 50,000,000 people, on which the Hon’blo 
Minister, T hope, is not congratulating himself. Sir, I submit that the 
menace to this province from various diseases, most of them jireventible, 
preventible by means of spending more money, is tremendous. We 
heard it only last week, I saw it in the papers that His Excellency the 
Governor pointed out that from the report of the Indian Tuberculosis 
Association it appeared that a large number of tuberculosis patients in 
Calcutta were not being treated at all, but fhe provisi<fn for a sanato- 
rium for tuberculosis patients is absolutely wanting in this budget. 
Sit. in Bengal we have got only one hospital for tuberculosis patients 
and that is at Jadabpur, and there is absolutely no provision in the 
budget for any grant towards the Jadabpur Sanatorium, For the 
Tuberculosis Association, the magnificent sum of Rs. 10,000, on which 
the Hon’ble Minister is probably likely to congratulate himself, has been 
provided. I submit, Sir, that it is idle to say that this grant is in any 
way adequate. Sir, we have been told that there are at the preaeat 
moment no lees than 30,000 active cases of phthisis in Calcutta alone, 
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and 800,000 cases in the reft of Bengal, and there is not a single pre- 
ventive sanatorium or climatic sanatorium in Bengal for them. As to 
these 800,000 cases, I have it on the authority of the Director of Tuber- 
culosis Research Society, Dr. A. C. Ukil, that one out of every ten 
deaths in Bengal is from lung tuberculosis, and for this the magnificent 
sum of Rs. 10,000 has been provided in the budget. I submit, Sir, that 
it is absolutely necessary that more money should be spent on the Pub- 
lic Health Deprtinent, and I submit also that it is absolutely essential 
that Bengal should have its own sanatorium. It may be news to 
members of this House that there are sanatoria ih the other province 
of India, but they all charge more for patients from ontsida their pro- 
vinces than they do for their own patients. There is the Madanapalle 
Sanatorium in the Madras Presidency, and the Madras Government do 
not feel justified in letting the tax -payers of Madras pay for the treat- 
ment of patients from outside. Then, in Bihar, there is a purely Gov- 
ernment sanatorium restricted to Biharis and people domiciled in Bihar. 
In Bhowali, ppople from outside the United Provinces have to pay 50 
per cent, premium on their charges. Sir, even the United Provinces 
have got 100 beds at Bhowali, 41 beds at Almora, and 20 beds at Naini- 
tal Sanatoria. Bombay has sanatoria providing for 220 beds, the 
Punjab at the Uharampore Sanatorium has got 75 beds and the Mission 
Sanatorium 100 beds. But Bengal with its population of 50,000,000 
has one hospital containing only 45 beds at, Jadabpur to which Govern- 
ment does not make any contribution, and there is no climatic sana- 
torium in Bengal. AVe are told, Sir, I do not know about the suita- 
bility of the place because that is a matter for experts — that a climatic 
sanatorium can very well be opened, if Government were to spend more 
money, at a place like Kaliinpong. It is said that the climate of Kalim- 
pong is quite good and it may suitably be used as a sanatorium for 
tuberculosis patients. But, Sir, I would certainly request the Hon’ble 
Minister not to rest satisfied with his Rs. 40 lakhs for the Public Health 
Department, but to press for more, and to see that his hard-hearted col- 
leagues grant more money for conserving the health and the lifeblood 
of the people of Bengal. 

Dr. NAREftH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: The chapter on public 
health in Bengal at no vefy distant date in the past was like the chapter 
on snakes in Iceland which consisted of a single sentence "there are 
no snakes in Iceland 1 ’. Since then, with the advent of the Reforms, 
there was some attempt made to tackle questions of public health with 
practically no money available, but since then, Government seem to 
have gone to sleep over the matter. I say this, because we hear no 
longer abdut athose imaginative schemes which emanated from 
Dr. Bentley ; we hear no longer of any programme for tackling the vast 
problem of public ill-health in Bengal. The Government does not think 
now of any such programmes; it is simply content with its great 
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achievement in the past and content with really marking time. If 
that is ail the business of the Government — simply going on doing the 
tiny bit of -service that they had been doing in the past, I think there 
is hardly* any necessity for a Ministry of Public Health in Bengal. 


Reverend B. A. NAG: Mr. President, Sir, I am not sure that I can 
agree with Mr. Narendra Kumar Busu as to the number of sanatoria in 
Bengal. He has certainly left out the Serauga Mission Sanatorium for 
tuberculosis patients in the district of Bankura. Secondly, I believe 
&r. Basu was unfair to the Mission when he referred to the Madana* 
paile Sanatorium in the Madias Presidency as a Government institu- 
tion. It is an institution supported by the various Missions, and one 
of the constituent Missions is in Bengal, and patients from Bengal, 
irrespective of creed and colour are being sent there when there are 
vacant beds in that sanatorium with the recommendation of that consti- 
tuent Mission. These are facts I can enlighten you about; but I agree 
wvth the previous speakers that very little is being done for tuberculosis 
patients in Bengal, and more might have been done. 


Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, in associating myself 
with the complaint that has been made in this House for the insuffi- 
cient and inadequate grant for public health, I would like to bring to 
the notice of this Council, and particularly of the Hon’ble Minister, 
the way in which a great thing can be achieved by introducing the 
manufacture of quinine which is greatly necessary for mulariu patients 
in Bengal. Sir, lust year, I wanted to raise this discussion and tried 
to help the Public Health Department by pointing out that w'hen we 
were so much handicapped for want of funds, it was possible to manu- 
facture quinine and obtain quinine at u very much less cost by taking 
up its manufacture. Since then, I have been able to obtain certain 
figures and information which are very astounding. Most of the 
members will be surprised to hear that there is a pact qmongst the 
traders, not British traders alone, but outsiders also with whom we 
have no sympathy, who have maintained their nefaiious work in such a 
way that quinine cannot be obtained in India except at a high price. 
I have found that there are certain companies who have been doing 
business in quinine and simply filling their “pockets at*the expense of 
the tax-payers of Bengal and India generally. I have found that of 
the total quantities of quinine imported into India, about 56 per cent, 
comes from the British Empire, and the balance from Germany, Java, 
Netherlands and other countries. Whatever the reasons may be for 
the great difference between the amount of quinine that is necessary 
to cope with malaria and the amount that -is actually consumed— the 
high price of quinine stands undoubtedly against the more extensive 
use of the drug. According to the figures obtained from the reports of 
the Government Cinchona Factory in Bengal, the cost of production of 
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quinine i« about Rs. 8 per lb. The Government sells a limited quantity 
of quinine to Government institutions and through post-ofljyes at 
Rs. 18 per lb. But Government do not sell quinine to traders and the 
world price of quinine is controlled by powerful .syndicate known as 
Kina Bureau. I do not know whether this is a revelation to many of 
us. They have been causing a lot of trouble, by keeping up the price 
of quinine at high figures. If it is not known to Government, I believe 
it is astounding that such can be the position of Government. The 
Bureau controls the production and sale of quinine in such an efficient 
manner that in spite of the world wide trade depression, the merchants 
have been doing their work wonderfully well, and the price has been 
kept to such a high figure as Rs. 25 per lb. I think the Surgeon- 
General, who is here, can bear me out. 

Government is the only quinine producing organisation in India, 
and if they wish, they can successfully work outside the control of the 
Kina Bureau provided they have the keenness to do that for the goodjpf 
the people of India. 

Dr. C. C. Calder, Superintendent of the Cinchona Plantation in 
Bengal, in his review of the operations of his department during 1931-32 
refers to the large stocks of quinine and cinchona bark held by the 
Government which is of no use to them. But they would not allow the 
sale of it lest the pact would be injured. Sir, you can take it from me 
and those interested in cheapening quinine may be assured that in Cal- 
cutta there are big manufacturing firms who are able and anxious to ma- 
nufacture quinine. I do not wish to mention the name of the Bengal 
Chemical, but there are Smith Stanistreet & Co., Bathgate & Co., and 
many other reliable and competent manufacturers. Some are anxious 
to prepare quinine, but the greatest difficulty is that they <annot buy 
the bark. The Government of India and the Government of Bengal 
refuse to sell their bark of which they hold large stocks. I have been 
unable to irake out the reason for it. The hark is there lying useless 
and getting no return. My friends Mr. J. N. Basu and Khan Bahadur 
Aiisul Haque who were members of the Retrenchment Committee will 
bear me out that this matter was discussed in the Committee and the 
unpleasant truth was that the bark was not being utilised. I musk 
appeal to the ‘Government that it should consider seriously why so 
much cinchona bark should be allowed to rot and waste when it is pos- 
sible to manufacture quinine in India, when it is possible to manu- 
facture quinine and cheapen its price. Bengal is vitally interested in 
quinine. We are so much malaria-stricken that we require quinine as 
much as wr require our rice and bread. Sir, we can do even without 
rice, but we catfnqt do without quinine, and its price is Rs. per lb.— 
simply because of the vagaries of a particular pact. This seems to me 
rather unbearable. Sir, the British Government has popularised itself 
through the Medical Department ; however bitter the political feeling 
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last the Birtish Government may be, people generally are grateful 
ii Govjxmment for extension of medical help to them. I must say, 
f&r, compared with the time just before the British came here, hospitals 
and institutions for medical relief were the creation of the British Gov* 
eminent here. If that good name has to be maintained in Bengal, the 
crying need at the present moment is the suppression of malaria. My 
friend, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, has spoken about tuberculosis. I 
fully associate myself with what he has said, but if we have to give a 
preference, and choose between malaria and tuberculosis I for myself will 
go for malaria firsf and then for tuberculosis. Let us stamp out 
malaria. With malaria, Bengal has become a place unfit for living 
in, and it is our duty to try to eradicate that fell malaria. Quinine is 
the most important weapon for fighting with malaria. But we hear 
and actually find that the facts are that certain compunies are making 
money simply by artificially raising the price of quinine und raising it 
to such a point that Bengal cannot afford to buy the whole of quinine 
mjuired. I hope, Sir, my appeal will not go in vain and some effective 
measures may bo worked out to baffle the attempts of profiteers, and to 
reap the benefit of the cinchona bark which is now rotting in some of 
the stores of Government. 


The Hon'ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May 1 inquire 
whether Mr. Basu will move bis motion No. G88 which is practically 
of the same nature? 

BabU JATINDRA NATH BASU: 1 do not want to move my own 
motion, but I would like to say a few words on the motion under 
discussion. 

Sir, as lias been pointed out by the previous speakers, what strikes 
us, the people of this province, is that there is such allocation of the 
revenues of this province amongst the different departments lhat it 
appears to us that the Department of Public Health, which is one of 
the departments iu which the people of this province ore vitally 
interested, is one of the neglected departments. Sir, the other depart- 
ments which, from certain other points of view, are probably of some 
importance have taken away all the revenues whilp the Departments of 
Public Health, Medical, and one or two other depaVtraents — which 
mean the strengthening of our life and progress in other respects — 
namely, the Departments of Agriculture, Education, Industries, these 
departments have been neglected. The Department of Public Health, 
Sir, is one of those neglected departments. I trust the truth about that 
neglect is gradually dawning on Government. If the policy that has 
been pursued for a great many years now had beeif different, then 
instead of the province being what it is from the point of view of the 
health of its people, it would have been a different place to live in, 
and a great many of the evils in the various depaiffments of life that 
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we are now suffering from, would not have come into existence. Sir, 
I trust Government will keep in mind the seriousness of the problem 
and will not starve this very important department. 

As regards the particular diseases that have been mentioned, 
malaria is undoubtedly one of the most important ; then comes kala-amr, 
and then there are other minor items like tuberculosis which from all 
medical reports appear to be spreading very fast in this province. 
There is also the question of grappling with the leper problem. At one 
time, some 16 or 16 years ago, there was a proposal to enact a law undqf 
which all mendicant lepers would be segregated and sent to a colony, 
but there it remained, and nothing has been done and the mendicant 
lepers all over Bengal are a real menace to the health of the people. 
Sir, I trust all these facts will be kept in mind by the Government and 
will not be disregarded when funds are available. 


The Hon'bfe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As I said on a 
similar motion yesterday, I may asBuTe the hon’ble movers as well ns 
other members of this House that my sympathy is entirely with the 
^underlying principle of these motions. Tuberculosis and malaria are 
certainly the greatest menace to Bengal. No need is more pressing 
than the need of public health, and I am entirely at one with my friends 
opposite that more money should be spent on public health. But at 
the same time, I muy point out that there is not much substance in the 
charge that this department has been neglected. On the other hand, 
1 would like to point out that the expenditure on public health has 
doubled since the introduction of the Reforms. The expenditure was 
only Rs. 23 lakhs in 1922, and to-day it is nearly Rs. 40 lakhs, in 
spite of what has been said by Mr. Nareudra Kumar Basu, because 
1 said it is Rs. 40 lakhs — because 77 is certainly nearer a 100 than 1. 

Sir, Mr. S. M. Bose said that we should spend money lavishly and 
have at least Rs. 60 lakhs for this department. I would like to point 
out that this Government spends the highest amount on public health 
in India in spite of Bengal’s chronic financial deficit and financial 
stringency since the introduction of the Reforms. Every other Gov- 
ernment have cut down their public health expenditure, but not Bengal. 
For the information of the House, I shall just quote the figures — 

Rs. 

Actuals of 1921-22 ... 23,46,000 

Aetuals of 1929-30 ... 35,93,000 

Budget for the current year 1932-33 ... 39,98,000 

Revised estimate* for the current year 1932-33 39,77,000 

In the United Provinces, the highest that was spent was Rs. 28,60,000 
and in the current year it has been brought down to Re. 20,16,000. 
Remember that the United Provinces has a larger revenue and a larger 
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population. In Bombay, the highest that was spent was Its. 29,14,000 
u* 1 $ 22j23, and in the current year it has been brought down to 
Be. 26,21,000. In Madras, (he richest of the provinces in India, the 
highest amount spent was Rs. 26,85,000 and in the current year it has 
been brought down to Rs. 22,97,000. I think the Bengal figures com* 
pare very favourably with those of Bombay, Madras and the United 
Provinces. If my friends would say that it is not adequate, 1 cun at 
one with them. I wish more money were available. But that is not 
the test, the test is whether this Government have done enough with 
tffe resources at their # disposal to alleviate the sufferings of the people. 
The expenditure has doubled, and I think thut is sufficient proof of 
the fact that this department has not been neglected. To substantiate 
my statement I will quote certain figures. Since 1927 we started public 
health units in the different thauas. We maintain to-day at Govern- 
ment expense amounting to over Rs. 10 lakhs, 575 thunas out of 600 
excluding Darjeeliug. Government also maintain through the district 
boards the health inspectors and one health assistant in each. They 
have been doing wonderful w’ork. If the hon’ble members will agree 
to come to my office I would show them the detailed figures of the work * 
that is being done in these health units. These units have been of great 
assistance in controlling epidemics like cholera, small-pox, etc. Then 
there is the Publicity Department of the Government. Just a few 
years ago we started with one party and to-day 11 parties are working 
throughout Bengal. I am sorry to say that the 11 parties are over- 
worked and if we had money we would have doubled the number. In 
the course of the lusi 5 years 55 lakhs of anti-small-pox vaccination have 
been performed. Is that a very small figured In 1932, 1,004,7*30 c.c. 
of anti-cholera vaccine were distributed free. I think these figures are 
quite convincing to show that the Department of Public Health has not 
been neglected or starved by Government. Turning to kala-a*ur, during 
the last 10 years 600 centres were opened and Government spent nearly 
Rs. 11 lakhs in subsidising these centres, in distributing, freely the 
kala-axar specific and in contributing towards the payment of the 
medical officers in charge of these centres. The figure of kalu-asar cases 
has come down — not only of death but also the intensity of the disease. 
Sir, the Government's main duty is co-ordinatioji and education of 
public opinion and encouragement of the local bodies', and I think 
these duties are being discharged in full. I would ask the hon'ble 
members to come and see certain district boards as to how the work is 
being done. The whole countryside is electrified. Mr. Gupta is 
smiling. I am softy he has forgotten all his experience as a district 
officer. He as Divisional Commissioner was responsible for initiating 
some of these publicity centres. It is a pity that he should forget his 
own child. Mr. N. X. Basu said that Government only made a pro- 
vision of a magnificent sum of Bs. 10,000 for the Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion. It is certainly not a magnificent sum. This Association wanted 
42 
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a non-recurring grant of Rs. 10,000 but Government have agreed to a 
recurring grant of Rs. 10,000 for three years in order to train tip public 
health visitors in different organisations. On his own admission, a 
very large number of people suffer from tuberculosis. In Calcutta I 
believe about 30,000 people suffer from this fell disease. It is not pos- 
sible to accommodate even a small proportion of these unfortunate 
people in a sanatorium, but that is no reason why Government should 
not start a sanatorium. It is, however, a question of funds, because 
die tuberculosis patients are practically incurable; either they must Je 
cured if detected at the beginning or should be tiere till they die. So 
the treatment is very expensive and it would require at least Rs. 20 
lakhs to put up a sanatorium for a very small number of people suffer- 
ing from that disease. I admit Government cannot afford to pay such 
a sum of money at present. The Jadabpur Tuberculosis Association 
which was started a few years ago with public subscriptions and 
through the generosity of a few individuals received a substantial sum 
from Government as capital grant about three years ago. The number 
of beds there is only 50. That will not touch even the fringe »f the 
disease. Government thought it better to spend on propaganda work, 
and it is through propaganda that you cun stump out the disease and 
not by providing a certain number of beds for a certain number of 
patients. I wish it were possible for Government to find out more 
money for a sanatorium. We consider that public health propaganda 
is more useful than providing beds for a very small number of patients. 
That is the opinion of the Provincial Committee appointed by the 
Government of Bengal to investigate into the matter. They recom- 
mended that Government should spend more money on public health 
propaganda which would really be more useful than providing a sana- 
torium. On these grounds we tried to provide money for the Tuber- 
culosis Association instead of paying to the sanatorium at Jadabpur. 

I think I have successfully shown that the Public Health Department 
is not neglected; Government have done all they could because the 
expenditure was doubled during the last 10 years, and I dare say that 
the a^MMliturft would have trebled by this time but for the unstability 
of the Ministry, If the Ministry were stable they would have fought 
hard for more money, buf it is a pity that it was not possible. With 
these few words I request the hon’hle member to withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was then, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. ftftUKUMDA SENARY MU LUCK: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 6,99,000 under the heed "33A— Public Health estab- 
lishment” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a protest against the stop- 
page of the sbpply of kala-a*ar specifics by the department to the 
Khulna District Board and to suggest that the system previously 
obtaining be continued). * 
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iiifXfca reason indicated is clear enough. It it to raise a protest 
•gainst the stoppage of the supply of kala-axar specific* by the Depart* 
rnent of Public Health to the Khulna District Board and to suggest 
that the system previously obtaining be continued. You will find. 
Sir, that in a poor country like Bengal, specially in the interior, people 
cannot afford to pay for their treatment, and the number of untimely 
deaths in the interior from various diseases of which kala-asar is ona 
is very great. So far as Khulna District Board is conoerned, it ha# 
established a large number of centres for treating knla-asnr through*- , 
out the district and it maintains the staff ; but that so far as the 
specifics are concerned, the Public Health Department of this Govern- 
ment used to supply the same free of charge to the District Board 
of Khulna. Last year they supplied about 1,400 grammes of these 
specifics free to this board. We were astounded to have an intimation 
from the Department of Public Health asking the district hoard to 
purchase these specifics and that these would not be supplied free, 
the position is well known that, due to economic depression, every 
one is hard hit and the District Hoard of Khulna is no exception. 
No reason is assigned ns to why the old system obtaining so long 
should he changed. I, therefore, urge that the Government should 
re\ise the position and should continue to help the District Hoard of 
Khulna in this laudable and charitable work which they have under- 
taken. If they were compelled to purchase these specifics the result 
would be that they would have to close down these centres for treating 
kala-asar which will result in very serious consequences. We have 
heard a moment back from the Hon’hle Minister about what the 
Government have done in this respect. I hope he will take this case 
as a specific instance in point deserving the consideration of the 
Government. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: Sir, I rise to oppose this 
motion. Mr. Mullick has not 1 am afraid followed the speech of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department just delivered. If he 
bad followed the speech with that attention that jt deserved, he would 
have learnt that propaganda is more usefuf than providing medicine* 
and that probably the Government through its Publicity Department 
are sending out leaflets to the Kbulna district for stamping out kola* 
axar. Mr. Mullick has no faith in the word* of the Hon' Me Minister, 
who ha* been in office for the last four yearn and has not been able 
to secure more fund* for his department. Mr. Mullick seem* to think 
that publicity and propaganda are not more useful than giving medicine. 

I am sorry that Mr. Mullick should have the temerity not to with- 
draw bis motion even after be bad beard the Hon’ble Minister <m 
the subject. 
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Mr. J> N. GUPTA: I regret that the speech of the Hon’ble 
Minister was not taken in the spirit in which it was delivered and 
Mr. Basu thought it fit to treat it in the fashion that he has just 
done. But at the same time I would like to explain to the Hon’ble 
Minister the attitude of the members of this Council towards this 
important department. Our desire is not to minimise the work that 
has been done, but to bring to the notice of Government as a whole 
that the claims of this department are so important that much more 
money than what has been allotted to it should be given. He must 
not think that we do not appreciate the admirablb beginning that has 
been made in many directions but when he says that the whole of the 
countryside has been electrified by the very feeble beginning that has 
made bv the district boards 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do not talk of electrification. I am afraid you 
are again inviting a thunder storm. (Laughter.) 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I am afraid 1 was responsible for initiating 
some of these schemes but I cannot entirely agree with him in the 
optimistic view he has taken of the situation. He has placed before 
us figures to show how in Bengal we do not compare unfavourably 
with whut has been done in the rest of India in the matter of public 
health but he should remember that unfortunately Bengal is the most 
afflicted and unhealthy part of India and malaria and kula-azar and 
almost all those 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I may point out that the present motion is 
based on a specific recommendation. 


Mr. d. N. GUPTA: I beg your pardon, Sir. I only want to 
explain to the Minister the attitude of the members on this side. They 
greatly appreciate the efforts which are being made but believe that 
more flft^be done. We are not satisfied because we feel that having 
regard to the importance of the department what Government have done 
is not adequate and much more is necessary. 

RM Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I must express my dim 
approval of the bantering spirit in which Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu 
has criticised the reference of the Hon'ble Minister to the necessity 
for propaganda work. So far a* I know kala-aaar has been wonder- 
fully subdued as a result of the efforts of the department over which 
my frieud the Hon’ble Minister presides. I do not want to give the 
whole credit of that to Lieutenant Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy but 
Dr, Bentley, who is no longer here, is to a great extent responsible 
for the action taken in Bengal to subdue kala-axar. Whatever that 
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mgy be, kala-axar is at the present moment on its decline. What the 
state of things in Khulna is, I do not know but in Calcutta and in the 
34-Parganas of which we have personal experience kala-axar is dying 
out and in another few years' time it is expected that kala-asar will 
be unknown in Calcuta and its environs. That has been effected by the 
T Public Health Department of the Government of Bengal. I presume 
that the result that has been achieved in the 24-Parganas and Calcutta 
must also have been achieved in Khulna and other places. That 
being so, I do not think my friend should have ridiculed the idea of 
the Minister in sendfhg people for propaganda work in different parts 
of the country. After all propaganda is no less important than 
medicine, whatever the idea of Mr. Bosu may be. May I ask my 
friends to consider how it would be possible to eradicate malaria in 
Bengal unless the people take concerted and united action? But if 
people do not undei stand what malaria means, how malaria is produced 
* and how it spreads and what action is to be taken to eradicate it 
no» concerted action can l>e possible. That education of the people 
can only be done bv propaganda and instructions to the people, so 
propaganda is no less important than medicine. This is all that 1 
wanted to point out 

(Here the Council was adjourned for If) minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: I rise to support the motion that has 
been moved by Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick. 1 come from the 
district of Khulna and have the honour to belong to the district board 
there. The district board has got under its charge 26 dispensaries 
and 11 kala-azar centres. People suffering from kala-axar are treated 
at these centres and also in the dispensaries. In ordinary times the 
district board is not in a position to place at the dis|H>sal of these 
kala-axar centres and the dispensaries resources sufficient Jo meet the 
demands made upon them. In these extraordinary times of economic 
depression when the income of the district hoard has been considerably 
diminished the kala-axar centres and dispensaries are feeling very much 
handicapped for want of a sufficient supply of these kala-axar specifics. 
On account of the stoppage by Government ftf the free Supply of these 
specifics to the kala-axar centres and dispensaries, people are suffering 
very much. Not only have the Government stopped the free supply 
of these specifics this year but they have done another wrong — and I 
use the word “wrong” deliberately, to the district board. The district 
board of Khulna was entitled to Its. 45,000 as augmentation grant this 
year from Government but Government, without assigning any suffi- 
cient reason, have granted only Hs. 38,000; this has further diminished 
the resources of the district board to meet the demands made upon them 
to a great extent. I therefore wholeheartedly associate myself with 
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the protest which has been made by Mr. Mullick against, the actioncl 
Government. 


Th# Hon trie Mr. BUOY PRAMO SINGH ROY: I think it W 

necessary to go into the history of this kala-azar grant. When there 
was a great outbreak of kala-azar about ten years ago, Government 
decided to carry on an intensive campaign against this disease and 
raised the grant which was originally Rs. 50,000 to over Re. 2 lakhs 
in some particular years to carry on propaganda and to distribute 
specifics of kala-azar to the centres opened by the district boards and 
other local bodies. In 1929 when Dr. Bentley issued a circular to 
district boards pointing out that the free distribution of specifics 
would be available so long as Government had the stock of these three 
specifics, namely area stibamine, neostibosan and amino-stiburea 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Formidable names: (Laughter.) 

Tilt Hon*bIa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. Now 
the complaint is that the resources of the district board of Khulna 
have been voiy much depleted and they are not in a position to spend 
more money on kala-azar work. First of all I would like to point 
out that the number of centres last year was 43 in that district; this 
year it is #3. Naturally the supply of medicines also has got to be 
proportionately cut down. Government supplied, as has been admitted 
by the mover, 2,100 grams of medicine last year but this year they 
have given only 1,400 grams up till February. I would now just 
draw the attention of the House to the amount that is given by 
Government to the district board of Khulna and the amount that is 
spent by the district board itself. I hope the representatives of Khulna 
will kindly , take note of this. Government paid Rs. 6, IKK) in 
1931-32, whereas the district board spent only Rs. 3,964. There are 
several 1 districts which spend much more than the Government grant, 
and this notwithstanding the fact that the income of the district board 
of Khulna has increased by over 75 per cent, during the last three 
years. Mr. Qifusetn said ‘that on account of financial difficulties the 
district board is not in a position to s]>end more money on kala-axar 
work. I hope he spoke after looking into the figures of cess realisa- 
tion. (Mn. Quasf.m : It has not been realised.) It has been realised, 
take it from me, Sir, The income from cess was three lakhs; but 
last year 4t was five lakhs. It is a pity that the district board of 
Khulna failed «to spend money proportionately to their increased 
income; whereas the district boards of Burdw&n, 24-Parganas, Nadia 
and Jalpaiguri spent more than the Government grant. The district 
hoard of Burdwan received only Rs. 1,000 but they sprat nearly 
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4 The district board of 24-Parganas received Rs. 10,000 and 
iaESf spent nearly Rs. 27,000. The district board of Jalp&iguri received 
«^6,060 and they spent nearly Rs. 8,000. This shows that these 
people who are anxious to help themselves and naturally 
Government are anxious to help them. The representatives of Khulna 
havi no grounds of complaint. The income of the district board instead 
of going down has increased enormously, and they have cut down 
their expenditure on kala-azar and they come here with the complaint 
that Government is not prepared to help them. Mr. Quusem referred 
to the augmentation* graut. This grant is given on the principlo 
that 25 per cent, of the road cess collected in u particular district 
is granted to that district board as augmentation giant. Of this 12$ 
per cent, is given on the actual collection and 12$ per cent, is given 
at the discretion of the Divisional Commissioner, that is, he tries to 
supplement) the income of a district hoard which is in need. Naturally 
the income of the Khulna District Board having gone up on account 
of j-ess revaluation, the Commissioner of the Presidency Division was 
perfectly justified in cutting down Rs. 8, (MM). Sir, where is the reason 
for complaint? I would ask the hon’hle members, instead of bringing 
this motion, to go and chastise the district hoard of which they are the 
representatives. 

The motion of Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick was then put and lost. 


Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUftUF«ll: Sir, I beg to move 

that the demand of Rs. 5,99,000 under the head “3d A — Public Health 
establishment'’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention of the Govern- 
ment to the meagre representation of Moslems in the service). 

Mine is a very moderate demand, Sir. The Department of Public 
Health is one of the most important departments of Government. It 
is only meet and proper that Moslems who form the bulk of the popula- 
tion of thi« presidency should have proper representation in this 
department. So far as my information goes, Sir, W'ith the exception of 
a very few there is hardly any Moslem either in the higher or lower 
grades of this department. My humble appeal to the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge is that in the matter of future recruitment he will be pleased 
to give special attention to the claims of the Moslem candidates. Sir, 
there is 

(The time-limit for the discussion of the grant having been reached, 
the member resumed his seat.) 

The motion of Maulvi Nur Rahaman Khan Eusufji was then put 
and lost. • 

The original demand under the head “33— Public Health’* was then 
put and agreed to. 
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

34. — Agriculture. 

Tha Hon’ble Niwib K. C. M. FAROQUt, Khan Bahadur: Sir, on 
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 22,90,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
4 ‘34— Agriculture’ \ 

The budget provides for the Agriculture Department including 
Botanical and other Public Gardens and the sister departments of 
Veterinary (including the Bengal Veterinary College) and Co-operation. 

For reasons well-known to the House this budget like almost, all 
other budgets has been prepared under very depressing conditions as 
explained by the Hon’ble Finance Member in his budget speech. No 
apology seems to be called for the tight budget that had to be framed 
with a view to economising expenditure as much as practicable unfler 
the exceptional circumstances. 

The small increases in the various heads over the revised estimate 
for the current year are mainly due to the partial withdrawal of the 
percentage cut in salaries with effect from 1st April, 1933, and to the 
inclusion of provision for the scheme for demonstration of sugar manu- 
facture in the Agriculture budget. The budget is, however, subject 
to reduction as a result of the acceptance of certain recommendations 
of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee, so far as they relate to the 
Agriculture and Veterinary Departments. So far, savings have been 
effected under “Veterinary charges — Veterinary Instruction” by an 
amount of Rs. 1,800, and under “Agriculture” proper by Rs. 74,320. 

It is unfortunate that financial stringency has forced Government 
to restrict the activities of these nation-building departments, but with 
the help of the financial assistance secured from the Imperial Council 
of Agricultural Research, it has been possible to initiate schemes of 
agrittBtwrsl and veterinary research which, it is hoped, will be con- 
ducive to far-reaching results for the benefit of the agricultural popula- 
tion in Bengal. I shall take this opportunity to indicate to the House 
the schemes now in progress and the budget provisions made for theift — 

Rs. 

(1) Rice research ... 23,396 

(2) Study of animal nutrition problems ... 8,722 

(3^ Sugarcane seedling testing station ... 2,340 

(4) Canejcrushing and gur-boiling experiments 837 
(6) Study of soil problems ... 4,340 

v (6) Appointment of a Veterinary Investigation 

Officer ... 9,246 



DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. 


jPM 


m 


V In addition, the Imperial Research Council have just sanctioned 
i#o important schemes involving a total expenditure of Es. §0,000. 
These # are — 


Rs. 


(1) Scheme for research in fruit growing in 

Bengal ... ... ... 57 ,030 

(2) Scheme for an economic inquiry into the 
cost of production of crops in the princi- 
pal sujfar and cotton tracts in India ... 23,590 


The schemes relating to investigation into rice, sugarcane, fruit 
and animal diseases deserve special mention inasmuch as the success- 
ful conclusion of the experiments is expected to produce results which 
will greatly conduce to the material well-being of the agricultural 
population in Bengal, the improvement of whose economic condition is 
the ultimate goal of the three sister departments of Agriculture, 
Veterinary and Co-operative. 

In the Botanical Section much attention has been paid to rice, the 
staple food-crop, and to the work of introducing improved varieties of 
paddy. During 1931-32, 245 seed centres which covered u total area 
of 8,200 high a s of both and uman paddies supplied about, ten 
thousand maurnls of seed. With the subsidy from the Imperial Council 
of Agricultural Research work has Wen started at Chinsura and 
Bankura. At Chinsura the main work consists of survey and selection 
of Bengal rices including Patna rice which are exported abroad. At 
Bankura the main object is to study the varieties of rice suitable for 
the highland tracts of Bankura, Birbhum, parts of Burdwan and 
Midnapore and the adjacent tracts of Bihar, Orissa and Cuttack. 

Owing to the collapse in the price of jute, it has Wen found neces- 
sary to adopt measures for enabling the cultivator to find a substitute 
money crop for jute. In 1893, Bengal was the second biggest sugar- 
cane producing province in India and had 020,000 acres under sugar- 
cane. Since then owing to a combination of circumstances the area 
has dwindled in spite of the fact that her soil and climate are specially 
favourable for the cultivation of this crop. *As p result* of departmental 
propaganda however there has recently Wen a remarkable extension of 
the area under the Coimbatore variety of sugarcane in the various parts 
of the province, particularly in the districts of Rajshabi, Berhampore, 
Maids, Bun! wan and Nadia. During 1931-32 a record distribution 
of 62 lakhs of sugarcane cuttings was made from Government farms. 
This cane is, in fact, spreading so fast that it is not possible to give 
an accurate estimate of the area covered by it. With the extension of 
the cultivation of improved varieties of sugarcane the immediate 
problem has been to secure for the cultivator a profitable return for bis 
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cane. The present position, howevef, is that only in a few localities 
is there a sufficiently concentrated area under this crop to feed large fac- 
tories. Till such factories are established it is the policy of Gbvern- 
ment to advocate the establishment of small ten-ton sugar factories for 
the manufacture of sugar from gur to enable cultivators to dispose 
profitably of their cane. This system is suitable for small capitalists 
and co-operative associations to adopt. With the grant from the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research an improved power crusher 
and gur boiling plant has been invented by the Agricultural Engineer 
and, as already stated, provision has been made* in the Agriculture 
budget for demonstration of the manufacture of sugar. A bulletin has 
been prepared by the Agricultural Department furnishing necessary 
information regarding sugarcane cultivation and gur and sugar manu- 
facture which can be had on application from the Director of Agri- 
culture. The matter has engaged much public attention and numerous 
inquiries are being received about it and the Agricultural Department 
are gladly giving all such assistance and advice as may be possibly. 
It is not out of place to mention here that so far us is known 14 small 
factories for the manufacture of sugar under the open pan system 
have already been started in this province. 

Turning to jute, the principal money crop — the monopoly of Bengal 
— on which the prosperity of tbe province depends and the collapse in 
the price of which lias seriously affected all concerned from the field 
to the factory, Government have appointed a Committee to investigate 
the problems connected with it. The terms of reference to the Commit- 
tee ure well-known to the House. It is expected that under the able 
Chairmanship of Mr. Finlow, a former Director of Agriculture, who 
has made a special study of the subject, the Committee will be able to 
make useful suggestions in the near future. 

Investigation into the problem of cattle diseases in Bengal is of 
great importance from the point of view of agriculture and animal 
husbandry. The fell disease of rinderpest takes a heavy toll of cattle 
almost every year and the task of combatiug the disease is stupendous 
and the coif heavy. It will be a great boon to the people of Bengal 
if the work in connection with the investigation into the disease which 
has been undertaken with financial assistance from the Imperial Council 
of Agricultural Research is brought to a successful issue. An interest- 
ing investigation into the cause and prevention of kumri in horses has 
been in progress at the Bengal Veterinary College for the past two 
years. The results so far obtained are reported to be encouraging. 

The economic atom which has been blowing for over three years now 
and which has upset credit conditions in the world to an extent almost 
without precedent, could not fail to affect the co-operative movement. 
With a view to enabling the movement to weather the storm, the brake 
has been applied to further expansion, while a policy of consolidation 
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b«e& adopted and is being steadily punned. Special investigations 
]ga*e also been initiated and are in progress with a view to strengthen- 
ing th<? position of existing societies and to the establishment of land 
mortgage banks on a co-operative basis. 

Mr. SHAMTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,54,006 under the head “A4A — Agriculture — Pay of 
officers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (with a view to raise a discussion on the 
terms of reference and personnel of the Jute Committee and press for 
the representation oMabour and zamindary interests). 

Sir, at the outset I would like to congratulate the Hon’ble Minister 
for appointing a committee to go into the matter. It is certainly a 
matter of sincere satisfaction to the members of the House that we have 
in the Hon’ble Nawab Sahib a Minister who is alwuys willing to res- 
pond to the wishes of the House so far it is in his power to do so. In 
moving this motion let me assure him I am in no way inspired by any 
uncharitable motive. I have read the notification of the Government 
on the subject and it struck me that while the Government deserve 
thanks for their action in the matter the terms of reference do not 
appear to he complete. The committee has been entrusted with the 
work of going into the question of production of jute in the field and 
that of marketing of jute. As far as that goes it is all right but I 
think the inquiry should not stop there. I am afraid that cannot lead 
to a true solution of the problem. If the State takes up the question 
of production and marketing — if these are to be brought under state con- 
trol — I think it is essential that some attention must be paid to the 
other part of the question — the position of the manufacturers — the jute 
mills. We ought to examine to what extent the present attitude of the 
jute mills is a contributory cause to the low level of tfoe prices of jute. 
It is a delicate subject but it is one that must be explored. It is well- 
known that for years the jute mill companies and the managing agents 
of these companies have been making huge profits. Evan now the 
managing agents and some of these companies appear to be in a pros- 
perous condition. From “Commerce” I may incidentally quote certain 
figures for the information of the House: — 

Rwerv# Dividends, 

Paid up capital . and other r-* A > 

fund*. 1027. 1031. 

Rs, Rs. Percent. Percent. 

Howrah Mills, Ltd. .. 26,26,000 1,26,79,402 60 28 

Kamarhstty Jute Mflle 24,00,000 1,19,46,510 100 15 

Reliance Jute Mills .. 16,50,000 93,43,131 110 40 

• 

The figures tell their own tale. My suggestion is that the committee 
should try to find out if any equitable distribution of the profits frost 
their industry among the capitalists, the labourer at the nulls and the 



668 


DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


[28m Mae, 

labourer in the fields is possible. List year I tabled a resolution which 
did not come up for discussion suggesting that the Government should 
consider the question of bringing the jute trade in Bengal und& State 
control. Of course I do not presume to speak on the subject with 
authority, but I am afraid any attempt to regulate the production in 
the field — any attempt, say, to nationalise the lands — without at the 
same time bringing the mills under State control can hardly lead to an 
effective and just solution of the problems. 

Then, Sir, as regards the personnel of the committee I would onlj 
invite the attention of the Hon'ble Minister to fhe obvious injustice 
done to two important interests, namely the zamindars and the 
labourers. These interests are not represented on the committee. 
Zamindars have a great stake in this business and I need hardly labour 
the point. As regards labourers their point of view also should be 
represented if the matter is to be dealt with in the right way. I have 
nothing to say against the members appointed; they represent certain 
interests connected with the jute industry and I have no doubt that 
they will tackle the problem from their respective points of view. 

Mautvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am sorry I have to oppose the 
motiou of my friend Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Kay. He says that the 
terms of reference of the jute committee are defective, because the 
terms are not comprehensive enough. The reason adduced by him is 
the absence of any reference to the activities of the jute mills upon 
which the price of jute depends to a large extent. I agree with 
Mr. Ray that jute mills are perhaps making enormous profits but that 
is a quite different question 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: But do you know that 
they are working short hours? 

Mtulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I know that they are working short 
hours but that also is a quite diffierent question. The whole object of 
setting u$ the committee is to find out ways and means whereby the 
price of jute may be raised to a standard level. So the committee is 
entitled to go into all matters including the activities of the jute mills 
that may tend *to raise thfe price of jute. Therefore I maintain that 
the terms are very comprehensive, and I do not think that the non- 
mention specifically of the jute mills is at all a defect in the terms of 
reference. Secondly, my friend argues that the personnel is also 
defective inasmuch as no landlords have been taken in and no repre- 
sentative of labour has been taken in. There may be antagonism 
between landlords and non-landlords in some spheres of life but cer- 
tainly this is a sphere in which there is no antagonism whatsoever. 
On the other hand the interests of landlords and tenants are identical 
in this matter. If the price of jute is raised not only will the growers 
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of jute be benefited but zamindars also will be benefited. There is no 
poifit therefore in arguing that some zamimlars should also have been 
appointed to that committee. There is no special interest which a 
zartundar As zamXndar might represent in the committee. Again my 
friend has also raised the question of labour. He says that labourers 
in the jute mills are not treated as they should be treated; that also 
I think is an altogether different question. That is a question between 
capital and labour; that is a very old question and it prevails not only 
amongst jute mill owners and their labourers but almost in every field 
wherever there is the question of capital and labour. Therefore that 
is a very large question, and I think it will he altogether outside the 
scope of the committee to enter into that question. That being so, it 
does not seem to be at all necessary that a gentleman representing 
labour should be on the committee. I am therefore sorry that I 
cannot agree with any of the points which my friend has l>een pleased 
to raise in moving his motion. 

• 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I rise to support this 
motion so far as the representation of various interests of the province 
is concerned. In doing so, 1 need only mention the position of the 
members of the scheduled castes, the bulk of whom are agriculturists. 
It is only proper that there should be a representative of theirs on com- 
mittees of this nature where any agricultural produce, jute or paddy, 
is the subject-matter of enquiry. 1 am sure there would he many of 
these classes to contribute their point of view to the committee in order 
that their line of thought and action mu\ also he examined before 
coming to any final decision. As the decision, which may be arrived 
at by such committees, will ulso affect them. I would request the 
Hon’ble Minister to keep this point in view in these ^ases. 

The Hon* bit Ntwab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, the 
Jute Committee has been appointed in pursuance of a resolution carried 
in this House on the 1st February, 1932, recommending that u com- 
mittee consisting of official and non-official meml»ers of the Council and 
experts be appointed to make a systematic examination of the pre- 
sent economic depression in Bengal. As is well-.known, jute is the 
principal money-crop of Bengal, and is, in fact, her monopoly, and on 
the price of jute depends to a very great extent the prosperity of the 
province. Government have, therefore, decided to appoint a commit- 
tee to investigate into the jute problem. The terms of reference to the 
committee and its personnel have been settled after a very careful con- 
sideration. I maintain, Sir, that the terms of reference are wide 
enough for the purpose in view, and the constitution tff the committee 
is as representative in its character as is possible, composed as it is of 
men having close connection with jute in all its aspects, namely, its 
cultivation, manufacture and trade. As the scope of the committee's 
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inquiry will not extend to the special consideration of the labour and 
zamindary interests other than their interests as involved in Jhe jute 
industry, the question of special representation of labour and zcmindary 
interests in the committee does not arise, while, as I have already said, 
the committee, as appointed, consists of men having dole connection 
with jute in all its aspects. 

The committee is not an administrative or executive body, but is 
only charged with the duty of investigating the jute problem, and if 
its results succeed in assisting in any way towards the stabilisation of 
the jute industry, all classes, the producer, the consumer, the zamindar, 
the professional classes, such as the lawyer and the doctor, will benefit 
alike. Iu constituting the committee, Government were anxious to 
have on the committee representatives of all such interests which 
directly participate in the jute industry, such as the jute grower and 
the jute consumer, the intermediate consumer in the person of the jute 
trader who buys directly from the grower, and the ultimate consumer, 
that is to say, the jute manufacturer or the jute mills. With them 
have been associated in the inquiry experts, economists and others who 
have made a study of the question and who can assist in the solution of 
the problem. 

In view of this explanation, Sir, 1 would suggest that my friend will 
be prepared to withdraw his motion; otherwise, Government must 
oppose it. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, I rise in support of the 
motion moved by my friend Mr. Shunt i Shekhareswar Kay. The econo- 
mic problems of Bengal are very closely connected with her jute indus- 
try. It is, therefore, hardly necessary to tell you that jute ought to 
occupy our earnfest attention. In its prosperity, not only the raiyat *— 
the jute-growers, are alone interested ; but the landlords are equally 
interested. 

Jt appears that although Bengal enjoys a world monopoly in jute 
and it may be fairly expected that it is possible for her to command its 
price in the world market and to derive immense benefit out of it, the 
people of Beugal, unfortunate as they are. hardly enjoy anything from 
such monopoly? * 

Sir, the Central Jute Committee, I understand, was constituted 
solely with the view that the committee should do for the jute industry 
exactly what the Indian Cotton Committee has done so successfully for 
the cotton industry. It was expected that they should deal with the 
agricultural and technological research for the improvement of the jute 
industry, the p/o vision of superior strains of seed, the improvement of 
statistics, dissemination of information and economic studies into the 
marketing of jute with special reference to the improvement of primary 
marketing by the jute-growers. But as far as my information goes, the 
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which the committee might have made in this direction have 

cogduoed to the best interests of the jute-growers, with the result 
that their economic conditions have remained as bad as ever. And what 
is the ultimate rJsult? They now get even less than the cost of produc- 
tion. TJndtr such circumstances, one can hardly expect that they would 
be in a position to pay their dues to their landlords punctually. The 
interests of the zamindars are, therefore, heavily ut stake. Had jute 
fetched 34 crores more than it has actually done this year, many of our 
present financial difficulties would have been removed. Therefore, T 
submit, Sir, the landholders have a special interest in this matter and 
they ought to have proper representation on the Jute ('ommittee. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: In rising to support the motion moved by my 
friend Mr. Shanti Shekhureswar ltay I do not find any reason why 
Maulvi Tumizuddin Khan should stand up at once and suggest that 
these two interests- I mean the interests of the zamindars and the 
labourers — need not be represented on the committee, although at the 
same time he has admitted that these are the two bodies who are very 
much affected by the low price of jute. It is on this account that the 
Hon’ble Minister has come forward and appointed this committee and I 
thank him for it, but, Sir, that is no reason why it should not be a 
representative committee. We ulso know what a committee means. 
Sir, whenever a committee is appointed by Government we know that 
the intention is to shelve the whole question. Now this committee will 
take a very long time to finish its labours and when its report is out 
we will find that nothing has been done to redress the grievances of the 
cultivators who are suffering so much to-day. We know how these 
things are engineered. It is said that this low price of jute is due to 
the economic situation of the country but that is not the fact. We are 
watching the course of affairs for a long time and if that were a fact, 
then how is it that — as has been suggested by the mover — the jut* 
mills are to-day earning a lot of money by selling jute at Mmost fabu- 
lous prices? Sir, there was a time when a company in India in 1842 
declared a dividend of 4 per cent, and the Times of London wrote an 
article saying that a good dividend was declared and invited people to 
invest in these companies in larger number Blit subsequently divi- 
dends rose from 4 to 8 and from 8 to 12 j»er cent, and what was the result? 
The people of Bngland and the general public in Great Britain were at 
one time perfectly satisfied with a dividend of 12 per cent, but at 
present dividends are declared as high as almost 100 or 120 per cent, 
yet the capitalists are not satisfied. Why such a high dividend i» 
declared even at this time of acute distress, because they deprive the 
cultivators of their legitimate share. In this way the*poor cultivators 
—the growers of jute— sutler a lot. Those who know how the prices 
of jute are controlled will bear me out that in order to do so the 
purchasers of jute send out their r ep r ese ntatives to* the dif event parte 
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of the jute centres in order to purchase jute with a certain amount of 
money. Now, you know the pecuniary difficulties of the cultivators. 
There are cultivators who can hardly hold the jute, the majority 0*1 them 
cannot. The result is that these people have to carry *their Commodity 
on their heads to the hats for sale at a distance of 5, 6, or even 10 miles 
on every hat day. Now, when they find on one hat day that the 
market price of jute is better and favourable to them, they naturally 
bring more jute on the next hat day in the hope of getting a favourable 
return. But the result generally is that these representatives of jute 
purchasers get a bogus letter or telegram which of course has n$ 
bearing on the market. They show this bogus telegram to the 
ignorant cultivators and refuse to purchase jute unless the cultivators 
are agreeable to sell it at a very low price, say Its. 2 per maund. The 
poor cultivators are thus faced with the difficult position of either to 
sell their jute at such a low price as Rs. 2 per maund or to carry the 
jute back to their homes, which means great trouble to them as they 
have no place to keep it. Therefore once they bring out their commo- 
dity to the hats they are compelled to dispose of them at a lower price 
although the real market price may be higher. That is how prices 
are kept low. It is therefore not a question of demand and supply. 

The Hon’ble Minister says that if any hon’ble member comes for- 
ward with a concrete scheme before him he would consider it. It is 
up to Government to formulate a definite scheme. I do not think there 
is any necessity for a committee like the one suggested to consider the 
whole proposition. I can give several points to the Hon’ble Minister 
to solve the problem. The first point is that it is within the knowledge 
and information of Government as to the demand and supply of jute 
and accordingly they can curtail the production. The second point is 
that they can grant loaus to the cultivators. If however they cannot 
rely on the cultivators for repayment, these loans can be given through 
the zamindars and if the zamindars take the responsibility, the money 
of Government will I think be safe. I hope the zamindars will come 
forward to take the responsibility on behalf of the cultivators. I think 
there will Hot be any difficulty if Government only come forward with 
the money. If they do so, the zamindars will no doubt come forward 
and stand surety for them as the interests of both zamindars and culti- 
vators are identical. Therefore if some loans are given to the culti- 
vators and if zamindars come to their help they will he able to hold 
hack their stock and if they can do so for several months they would be 
in a position to sell their goods at a high price, say 6 or 7 rupees or 
even Ea. 10 a maund. But the difficulty is that Government do not 
rise to the occasion to help the cultivators ; hut if that is done then 
the whole proposition can he immediately solved. Therefore no com- 
mittee is necessary which practically would mean the shelving of the 
whole question. The committee is not a representative one so far as 
the different interests are concerned. 
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lahmlur Mairfvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I am visualising you, Sir, 
as {he picture of patience and virtue if in the coming state of affairs ^w* 
are going to do things in the manner in which we are doing them now. 
Sir, the tim© ha»|Come when on every committee not only the interest 
of Hindus and Moslems, Protestants and Catholics, Iudiaus and 
Europeans, depressed classes and non-depressed classes, and capitalists 
and labourers, but also of bus owners, taxi drivers and others will have 
to be represented. I am sorry, Sir, that the proper scope of the Jute 
Enquiry Committee has not been appreciated. Sir, jute is u prime 
commodity in Beng&Uand on the price of jute depends the welfare, weal 
and everything of a Bengali, be he a landlord or a labourer or be he in 
any position in life. Naturally, when you tackle a problem like jute, 
you have so many distinct problems arising out of it that an> parti- 
cular problem is quite worthy to be considered by a separate committee. 
Take for instance the question of labour; that itself will require the 
attention of a separate committee to deal with the problem. But surely 
the committee now appointed is not to tackle that or any other prob- 
lem. It has been appointed chiefly on tiie ground that for some time 
past the prices of jute have been so unsteady that it has become very 
difficult for Government or for anybody else to keep pace with the pre- 
sent condition of prices and this committee is merely to investigate 
whether it is feasible to steady the prices by regulation or by other 
methods which may stabilise the prices; that is one of the important 
reasons for the appointment of this committee. The second purpose 
for which the committee has been appointed is to find out how far it 
will he possible to improve the present marketing methods and conditions 
and the third is whether there is anything in the trade or in the export 
business by which it will he possible to steady the prices. They will 
find out whether there is anything by which the price is affected. I must 
admit that the ordinary layman is ignorant of these* matters. Trade 
is a technical business, especially when such things os shipping, baling, 
standardisation are concerned. Things are standardised after a good 
deal of struggle and standardisation affects the prices and Consequently 
the cultivators. That is a matter which should be particularly gone 
into before a judgment can be passed and it is siinplv for that purpose 
that the Government has appointed a committee with a view to finding 
out whether by restricting the business, orjby irrtprovyig the market- 
ing condition or by restricting the activities of middlemen it is possible 
for Government to take steps. I think that is enough business for 
one committee and if my friend wants to bring other problems it will 
be open to Government to treat each such problem on its own merits. 
But each problem is sufficient to engage the attention of one committee* 

I have nothing further to say except that we must in a matter of this 
kind take a broad view of things. In this matter landlords and tenants 
are interested alike but where the highly technical question of trade 
arises, t he consumers, producers and distributors should be primarily 
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eo'nsultfd* wbetl#r they be landlord? or tenant* or anybody else, and it 
is open to evetyliody to give evidence. If Mr. P. Banerji knows any- 
thing by which .reputed muhajans are making great profits it is^or him 
to bring evidence of this before the committee jo that it may be 
thoroughly investigated. I do not know whether the dividends paid by 
the companies are high or not, hut surely that is not a matter for the com- 
mittee to tackle. It is for the committee to find out the reasons for the 
unsteady prices of jute and if the committee finds that high dividends 
are the causes of such unsteady prices, it will be for the committee to 
make a recommendation to Government to that effect, provided they lunjp 
evidence before them about this. 


Mr. BHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, may I ask a question? 
Does the Hon ’hie Minister agree with the speech of the Khan Bahadur 
as regards the scope of the committee? 

The Hoct’Me Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Yes. 

* 

The motion of Mr. Shunti Shekhareswar Ray was then, by leave pf 
the House, withdrawn. 


' H«JI BAD1 AHMED CHOWDHURY moved the following motion* 
and spoke in Bengali in support of the same : 

“That the demand of Rs. 03,500 under the head “34A — Agricul- 
ture- Superintendence'' be reduced by Us. 100 (to draw' attention 
importance of appointing an Expert for the investigation of fisheries in * 
Bengal). 

The following is a translation of his speech : — 


“There are various sorts of superintendents in the Department of 
, Agriculture, and I would press that a superintendent of fisheries should 
}£ Appointed to inquire into the possibilities of pisciculture. 

Blots of land where paddy grows and which remain under water 
for 4 or 5 months may be used for fish-rearing. There are many irri- 
gation tanks and canals in the country. These also may be utilised 
for the same purpose .» Bu| the public suffer from lack of expert advico 
in the matter. If an officer is appointed, I hope and believe, thf fish- 
supply problem would be to a large extent solved. Had the mUcated 
youths been trained, they would have been able to preserve fish accord 
ing to modern scientific methods and thus various fish-industries would 
hare been created. There is a superintendent of fisheries -in Bihar and 
1 jQljjjpa wiui' is developing the piscicultural resources of Lake !Cbitka 
And other placed. In the Punjab, there is a department of fisheries 
promotes the fishery in the province. Madras/ tos ? h*sa Vga , 
nt of Fisheries with a good number of expeftfc. * 
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But in Bengal where 95 per cent, of the people like fish,' there’ it 
«*«h department or officer. I know that Government wilt plead 
Ifcanckl stringency if the appointment of such an officer is now urge^L 
Bat if they sanction an annual grant of a few thousand rupees for thjy i 
purpose from the Industries Aid Funds, people would be greatly 4 
relieved qf a long-felt want. 


Fishery experts, it has been stated, are not wanting in the country. 
Mr. A. R. Nisaw, m.sc. (Washington), passed the B. Sc. examination 
ip fishery from America and travelled over Japan, China, Canada and 
other places for acquiring knowledge and experience in the subject. 


In 1931, Hr. Nizam established the ”LW1 & Fishery Co., Ltd.” 
I think this company will undertake to improve pisciculture if Govern- 
ment grants to them the sum of Rs. 10,000 from the Industries Aid 
Fund* 


• In Bengal, fish is one of the daily necessaries. Japan makes a 
pyofit of Rs. <>2 crores, America of Rs. 48 erores and Siam (which is a 
V W. #mall country) of Rs. 14 crores annually from fishery. 

^There is a large demand for fish in Bengal and Burmu. But tt2k 
supply is limited. Bengal ubounds with rivers, tanks and pools. If 
Government would make hut slight efforts, crores of rupees may be 
had friyn fishery in this country. Factories may he established to 
f*nSp,e fish and to extract oil from it for export. This will prove a 
new opening, making it possible for hundreds of educated but un- 
employed youths to find means of subsistence. 


I hope that Government will realise the necessity of developing 
the fisheries and invite suggestions from Mr. A. R. Nizam who istb* 
first B. Sc. in pisciculture and the most efficient man on the subj< 

I also hope that Government will prepare a scheme in the near futu 
for establishing laboratories to find out the means of preservation jjl 
fish.” 


Tht Hon’ble Mawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, as 

I explained in connection with my friend f Mr. *8arafr Kumar Boy'* 
resolution moved in this Council on the 21st November, 1932, Mr. Fi%* 
low’s investigation which covered a wide field can very well be said to*# 
Be of the nature of an investigation such as is contemplated by th# 
mover. That being so, Sir, it is unnecessary to initiate a fresh invent* 
gation into the matter. I would assure the House that Goyerntfh)|& 
fully Yecogmee the desirability of developing the $*h industry p; 
Bengal, but they are at present precluded by financial consideration# 
fpoan ineu/rip^ any expenditure on this count. In the 
.yietiWith the pfiblic and local bodies to take the initiative in 
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matter. The report of Mr. Fiulow indicates the possible lines such as 
carp culture, curing and canning industry on which private enterprise 
could he directed, and occupation could be found for bkadralok youths. 
The provisions of the State Aid to Industries Act migfct also f be utilised 
for the development of curing or canning industries on modern lines. 

In view of this explanation, Sir, I hope my friend will withdraw 
his motion ; otherwise, Government must oppose it. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then, by leave ot 
the House, withdrawn. , » 

Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to move 
that the demand of Hs. 11,000 under the head “34A --Agricultural 
schools” be reduced by Re. I (absence of a projierly equipped institu- 
tion in an agricultural province like Bengal). 

W 

I beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 1,96,000 under the head 
“84 A Agriculture — Experimental farms” be reduced by Rs. 10 (to dis- 
cuss their utility and fuller utilization). 

Mr. President, Sir, in spite of protestations and professions, in spite 
of the long list of good works done or attempted to b© done and promises 
made from year’s end to year’s end, 1 consider and deliberately con- 
sider that this particular department of Government, the Agriculture 
Department, is a dismal and a stupendous failure. This failure is more 
pathetic because the activities of this department are linked up with 
the welfare and the very existence of the cultivating classes who are the 
backbone of this country. This country is pre-emiently an agricultural 
country and all our wealth ultimately comes from the labourers and the 
agriculturists. It is an admitted fact that to whatever class a man 
might Indong he will ultimately have to look to the agriculturist in 
order to maintain himself or to augment his income. If we are to 
increase the wealth of Bengal, the surest and seediest way is through 
the improvement of our agriculture and agricultural methods. This 
is a serious task which confronts the Government and in one word I 
may say that the activities of this department are more important than 
that of the department about which we discussed just now, I mean the 
Medical and Public Health. A man must live first and then live 
healthily, a man must survive the struggle for existence in the matter 
of food and clothing before he can expect to live healthily. In that 
Yieir I submit that it is impossible to lay too much emphasis and to 
attach too much importance to the activities and work of this depart- 
ment. If .we are to take the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment to ottr villages through the mufaual areas, and I can speak ef at 
least one district with a population of 50 lakhs and an area of 6,000 
square miles, I hope he will not be able to point oui any improvement 
in the area which he can be proud of. I do not mean anything against 
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_ i personally, but that is the tradition of the department which.he harf 
llllieri^d w»d that is the tradition to which be really is living up, in 
spite oMl that he has promised, not only to-day but from year’s end 
to year's end. Sir, I will touch only two aspects of the activities of 
this department. It is impossible to effect any real improvement in the 
outturn of our agricultural products without real and scientific 
education, without having institutions which really would be up to the 
business of teaching people their business in the up-to-date fashion 
gnd the scientific skill, and it is a striking fact that Heugal is wanting 
in any such institution up to this time. It cannot be expected that the 
advice and guidance of a demonstrator or an agricultural officer here 
and there would lie able to tackle the serious problem of agricultural 
improvement of Bengal. I had occasion yesterday to refer to the case 
of Japan where the University has got a Faculty of Agriculture attach- 
ed Writ with 31 professors and 11 assistant professors to teach the sub. 


ject of agriculture and with a library consisting of over 50,000 volumes 
iff different languages. Yet Japan is an industrial country which can 
afford <(» neglect its agriculture. But we in Bengal cannot afford to 
neglect agriculture and the vast body of agriculturists. Yet not a 
finger has l>een raised and not a thought lias been wasted as to how really 
to found an institution like this which will scatter broadcast the know- 
ledge of agriculture which really ought to be the foundation of mu 
knowledge in other matters and other subjects. Then coining to the 
question of agricultural methods, we are still as primitive as in the 
days of Adam. We nrp told that the Agriculture Department and the 
Engineers have invented certain machines or certain ploughs ami imple- 
ments, but I think they are altogether valueless; either they have done 
nothing or the fact remains that the department has not been atten- 
tive enough to bring the improved methods to the knowledge of the vil- 
lagers, Here and there in the demonstration farms I have seen lying 
one or two improved ploughs or other implements, but if we go to the 
villages we find as a matter of fact the people are absolutely ignorant 
of these things, and they have not even been told of such things. I am 
not for abolishing these demonstration farms although a erv has lieen , 
raised for their abolition. I understand that there are some recom- 
mendations of the Retrenchment Oommiltej also* with regard to these 
experimental farms. I would la* the last jierson to give my Mip|M»rt > 
to these for the obvious reason that although these experimental and 
demonstration farms and the officers there are not being utilised properly)^ 
still they are the only agents which keep up the touch between this vtfry 1 ; * 
useful department of Government and the people, and if they are 
properly used, I am sure they can be turned to very good account and 
their activities may be extended to the good of the peTiple, Tt will not 
do to abolish them, because the results have not been commensurate 
with the labour or the money spent. It is a very unfortunate position 
that we^ spend more and get little out of the nvmey that is spent/ ,/ 






I think, Sir, ^at th»sg a^jpcen^ yeM»igad of their activities ' Mag 1 eon* 
fined to the demonstration fasmi With their large useless *£$as in 
towns, should be retired to go into the Tillages a*jl mak* .demons- 
trations on the very lands of the agriculturists; they .need netjceupy the 
palatial buildings and the beautiful bungalows whichr tfre ^temptations 
even to us, but should live with the agriculturists and thereby attract 
both sympathy and command attention. At present the officers live 
like so many superior persons out of touch with the rural population 
and necessarily they do not know all that they ought to know. ■ It 
possible, Sir, to do much in this matter by a judicious expenditure of 
funds. We are, however, told that the necessary funds are not forth* 
coming and that the Government is bankrupt. We are tired of bearing 
this and shall probably hear it till the crack of doom, and unless and 
until there is a changed outlook on the part of the authorities, and un*' 
less they acquaint themselves with the knowledge that is availaby^fcom 
all sources ami from all parts of the world, and unless they feel a sin- 
cere anxiety to leave their own marks upon the sands of time, ke., <b 
leave the world a little better than they found it, and not shnply to 
bide time, there is hardly any hope of improvement in this direction. 
We all know what a bold policy is capable of achieving. We are hear- 
ing of the good works of the sanitary staff in the m u fas sal areas. That 
duty was undertaken by Government under pressure of the dynamic 
personality of the late Mr. C. It. Das. It might have been to win him 
over that Government consented to spend Its. 12 lakhs a year. The 
scheme goes to save thousands of lives and whenever there is an out- 
break of epidemic the sanitary staff go and check it. They are doing 
very good propugunda work too for the Department of Public Health. 
We are not having any similar propaganda on behalf of the Agricul- 
ture Department. f This department is more in need of propaganda than 
even the Public Health Department, because the activities of this 
department are linked up with the very existence of the agricultural 
population of t llengal. If we have in each thana an agricultural officer 
^with a small demonstration farm, a well equipped library, and a store 
seed and implements we can achieve very great results. Certainly 
« our agriculturists are somewhat conservative. They are conservative 
? V because of their appalling ignorance and want of enlightenment. 
Literacy may be long in coming, but we need not wait till then for 
their enlightenment. The cultivators of Bengal are not lacking in 
poigiftansense ; they can take their stand on an equal footing with the 
cultivators of other countries even with their lack of literacy. So they 
can be taught their business well. It is therefore a sorry spectacle that 
nothing ha* been done and nothing is being done to enlighten these cul- 
tivators as to theft real position and as to how they will be able to bring 
about an improvement in their situation. This is a sorry and pathetic 
t spectacle, Sir, which must meet the eye of every one iuthe rural areas. 
Sir* it will not do simply to depend on the research fund of the Gov* 
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mmtni kof* India or on small dnbj<t»*b«t thrfy ifttfr care m grant to us 
Irani tfnw $o time* The Goveifefient #f Bengal has g«i a response 
bihty of i&own^p save the teeming millions of Bengal under it&charge 
and care. ^8*r, we have heard that the price of jute has fallen and is 
still falling *4nd that the agriculturists are in a bad way. I think f 
can speak with Some authority in this matter because my district is rea- 
ponsible for producing a quarter of the jute produced in Bengal. 
Just imagine, Sir, the distress that we have been suffering since there 
h#s been this fall in t the price of agricultural products. I have heard 
from the Hon’ble Minister what is Wing done in the districts of liaj- 
shahi and Pabna. If true 1 do not grudge what is Wing done there. It 
is a question not of one or two districts but for all Bengal. Sir, may I 
inquire what lias Wen done by Government with regard to this parti- 
cular district of Mymensingh which on account of this fall in the price 
of jutlf tnust W presumed to W most acutely suffering, because it is, 
as 1 have said, responsible for an outturn of jute which is as much as 
a quarter of the whole quantity produced in Bengal? What is the 
substitute crop that has Wen presented to the cultivators of this dis- 
trict? Sir, it does not require the ap|M>intment of a committee or the 
deliWrations of a committee to solve this question. The man who runs 
may read and if a little thought is Wstowed on the subject it will W 
found that jute can no longer hold the field, at least for a, pretty long 
time to come, and that u substitute must W found out for it. The 
substitute crop that must strike any one as it has struck us, is the sugar- 
cane and the tobacco. In sugarcane (Tops as has Wen admitted by 
the Hon'ble Minister. Bengal occupied only the second position in' 
the provinces of India as far back as 1893. No attempt worth the 
name has Wen made to produce these crops in large abundance as A 
substitute for the jute crop in Mymensingh. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the hon’hle mover discussing his motions or holding forth on the 
general economic situation in the country? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There nre two motions Wfore House: on# 
dealing with the question of agricultural schools and the ether with 
the question of demonstration farms. He is advocating the need for • 
%ell-equipped institution and probably his point is that if stteh w *Jk& 
institution is properly constituted the agriculturists will have an op- 
portunity of learning lessons inculcated in the fields. Is it not so, 
Mr. Ray Chowdhury? 

BSW SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY I Yes, Sir, exactly 
and jute is one of them — *- 
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Ot, NARftH CHANDRA UN CUPTA : But he hae not made that 

out yet. * *♦ 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYi Please wait and 
you will set how I make out my rase. No lawyer can make cut bis 
case until lie goes into it. I am glad to find however a change made in 
the programme for the Hon ’hie Minister has provided for a grant of 
Be. 1,000 for agricultural associations. That is very promising but! 
want to he sure that t hat money is properly utilised. In this connection 
I may he allowed to quote a chapter from the modern agricultural 
history of Russia. There are in each unit and not in a district only, 
but in each village unit an agricultural association sponsored and 
founded and patronised by Government. If you have an agricultural 
association like this in each union at least, you can bring yourself in 
touch with the vast masses of the agriculturists through such associa- 
tions. In Russia in these agricultural associations they have got 
libraries and seed stores containing seeds on improved methods and 
hooks to record the opinions and experiences of cultivators. Not only 
that, whatever the cultivators write on the hooks out of their experience 
they are at once communicated to Government and Government have 
got to get these facts of the experience of the agriculturists noted in 
their records and either to give effect to them or to convince the people 
why they cannot do so. So there is no wonder that the face of the 
,whole of that country is going to he changed as far as agricultural 
possibilities go, while we in India have to wait perhaps for decades 
and decades of years for the millennium to come hut which will perhaps 
never come if our fates are in the keeping of persons without proper 
vision and outlook. I submit that if the Minister is really anxious for 
the improvement of agriculture and of the condition of the agriculturists 
and if, instead of simply showing us a paper programme, he really 
wants to achieve anything it is certainly up to him to see that his depart- 
ment is brought in touch not with demonstrators in experimental farms 
merely or with officers in the district towns, hut that it is brought in 
touch with the real }>eople in the villages, by carrying knowledge and 
works to their ‘very door. * Remember that upon their verdict will be 
judged the success or failure of the work of the departments. If that 
day over comes when the verdict of the tillers of the soil will he the 
real verdict of the success of the government in this country, then and 
then only shall we have swaraj in tangible shape and not before that. 


Dr. NARI8H CHANDRA SIN GUPTAs While I am in agreement 

with a great deal of what Mr. Bay Chowdhury has said I am afraid 
that in moving hi$ cut with regard to the agricultural schools he has 
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taken stock of the actualities. 4 The problem of agricultural develop- 
went gf Bengal to-day is less a question of agricultural instruction than 
of economic organisation. I should certainly desire very much that 
knowledge of up-to-date agriculture was disseminated through pro- 
parly equipped schools to persons who were going to devote themaelvee 
to agriculture. But without that a mere school for training a certain 
number of persons in agriculture without knowing what to do for them 
would be a sheer waste of money. Therefore the question of agri- 
cultural education should be part and parcel of a great programme-—* 
programme which will provide for the utilisation of the services of the 
graduates of these schools. That is the sort of programme which we 
want. We have got fiisl of all to think out how we are going to utilise 
the services of the graduate agriculturists, mid till we have done that, 
to start a school on the ottVhancc of getting some value out of it would 
not desirable and advisable. In this connection I would like to draw 
your attention to the fact that such a si heme has already been foinmlated 
afld is as a matter of fact already before Government and Government 
has been considering it at anv rate for more than a year. We do not 
know what lias happened to that, and I should like the Hon'ble 
Minister to enlighten us with regard to that— I refer to the srheme of 
Sir Daniel Hamilton. In the current year’s budget a provision was 
made for a loan of a lakh of rupees to Sir Daniel Hamilton for his 
scheme. That item has simply been dropped off Horn the next year’s 
budget and nothing seems to have been done in that connection. T 
know Sir Daniel Hamilton approai bed Government as well as the 
Ftmeisity with alternative schemes. The Hamilton Scheme provided 
for an agricultural institute for the training of young men so that mitt 
who are so trained would he partly utilised for propagating agricultural 
knowledge by means of co-operative societies and other things (under 
Government) and partly for the c olonixatinn scheme which was also 
visualised by Sir Daniel. I have examined that scheme and so far as it 
goes, although there may he imperfections in it and although it may 
be open to correction, it was, I think, a sound basis upon which to pro- 
ceed for the purpose of developing the agricultural resources of the 
country. And 1 should like to know what the Minister has got to say 
with regard to that scheme. And with re^prd to othej* motions on ex- 
perimental farms which have also lieen referred to by my frieiyil 
Mr. Hay Ohowdhury, I must confess that I am fed tip with these ex> 
* pertinent* by experts. We have had any quantity of exjieriments, up 
to now, some of them successful experiments while most of them, I 
should say, not very successful. What I insist on is that these experi- 
ments leave got to be carried forward to their legitimate conc lusions and 
my complaint is that they have not been carried to th/ir legitimate con- 
‘ elusions. Thus, for instance, a very successful experiment in cattle 
breeding and sileage operations and fodder cultivation was carried out 
by the Agricultural Department. We are told that the experiment 
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was very rinftessful and tte next step that wab suggested in the report 
of the Agricultural Department in the light of the experiment* was 
the organization of a dairy farming industry upon w^ich further pro- 
gress depended ; that was the logical consequence of that experiment but 
nothing has been done to push it forward to that point. No attempt 
has been made to carry the experiment to its logical consequences so that 
it might be fruitful. That is my complaint. Many of the experiments 
have led to useful results but they have stopped there. Many experi- 
ments have been made, many investigations have, been made and the 
results of the investigations are before Government but thy are rotting 
in the shelves and no action has been taken on them. Therefore we do 
not want any further experiments. 


What Mr. Kay Chowdhury aims at, so far as I can gather frdm his 
speech, is not experimental farms hut rather a different sort of demon- 
stration farms which will carry the lessons to the home of the cultivators 
and teach them the proper methods of improvement. That is certainly 
desirable but that alone will not do; side by side with that we have got 
^ to give the agriculturists the wherewithal to carry out these experi- 
ments. Mr. Kay Chowdhury talked of improved ploughs but. how many 
' * agriculturists are there in Bengal who can utilise those ploughs, who 
", can buy cattle for the purpose of utilising those ploughs? Similarly 
who can take advantage of ull the information about mauuring that is 
given by the Agricultural Department? If you carry the plough to 
the demonstration farm you must carry the scheme for the purpose of 
spreading it by means of co-operative societies, spreading amongst the 
people something like the sort of thing that is doue in Russia for 
the collect i vat ion of farms. There the Government sends an agri- 
cultural expert with a tractor and an engine to that centre. They not 
only send the traetqr and the engineer hut they also invite the culti- 
vators to coiqp and place themselves under the engineer for the purpose 
of learning the improved methods of cultivation. In consequence the 
contracts have been entered into with the tractor centre by the culti- 
vator as a result of which there lias been this collectivation in Russia. 
I do not exactly expect Government to go so far and do the same thing 
but I want that 'whenever Government goes and starts a centre for agri- 
cultural activities in any part of the province, it should do so on the 
lines of making a dynamic centre, a centre from which will emanate not 
only the knowledge hut the economic resources of utilising that know- 
ledge in the villages. The whole field should be organised so that 
advantage & ay be taken to the fullest extent of the improved knowledge 
that is brought home to them. I suppose that is the eort of experi- 
mental farm Mr. Ray Chowdhury contemplates when he says that he 
should like to see farms growing up and not merely experiments carried 
out. 



3k, DEMAK&S FOR ORAJTBi. «W 

'1*11? HwttM* Numb K. C. M.‘ FAROQUI, Khan lahadMri pit, I 
jh«>ul&ex plain at the outset that Government fully recognise the need 
lot such .an institution and they are cognisant of the eagerness shown 
hy Bengal youth! for higher agricultural education. The question of 
the establishment of an agricultural institute was thoroughly threshed 
out and a scheme for training in collaboration with the Dacca University 
was prepared. The essence of the scheme was to provide the study of 
sciences such as Physics, Chemistry and Botany and Bacteriology 
correlated with agriculture at the University and the practical train* 
ing at the institute. The scheme, however, involved heavy expense and* 
it was estimated that the total tost would be between Its. 1ft to IT 
lakhs. Considering the financial stringency there was little prospect 
of such an expensive scheme materialising. Consequently Govern- 
ment were forced to keep it in abeyance till the return of better times. 
In view, however, of the need of affording training in agricultural 
engineering and dairying which formed part of the main institute 
sctteine, two schemes for Engineering and Dairy Sections at the Dacca 
Farm were administratively approved in 1928 at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 1,24,380 and Its. 81,000 respectively. Here again financial diffi- 
culties stood in the way of getting ahead with those schemes. 

Consequently Government had to he satisfied with the training 
that could he afforded at the Secondary Agricultural School at Dacca 
which is the only institution in Bengal where elementary agriculture 
on practical lines is taught. The school, however, is intended for 
students belonging to the agricultural classes, and it is not always poi- 
sible to entertain applications from hoys of non-agricultural parent- 
age. This school is making satisfactory progress and although it 
offers no prospect of appointment to passed students the application* 
for admission are on the increase. . * 

Experience bus shown that pure-tyjie agricultural schools have 
not been a success, and it has l>een found that unless a distinct bias can 
be given to the school boys to take up agriculture as their vocation in 
life no real advance can he hoped for. With this end in view the 
scheme for agricultural education in high English and middle English 
schools on the Punjab system lias been introduced. f Jlie number of 
schools in which agricultural classes have been introduced is over 40. 
The results of this experimental scheme are now under examination. 

I should mention here the interesting experiment of training 
bhadralok youths at the Faridpur farm where they work as labourers, 
and who on completion of their training are provided with khas viahal 
land. Jhe fourth batch of 5 youths has completed As training and 
a fifth batch will be taken in. Training is also given in the primary 
agricultural schools at the Burirhat and Kishoreganj farms. Courses 
of study are also provided by the Sericulture Department for sons of 
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silkworm rearers in the theory and practice of up-to-date nursery 
methods. * 

Now, Sir, my friend the mover complained that thfi department has 
paid no attention to the district of Mymensingh which he represents. 
That is not a fact, Sir. If my friend had cared to know the extent to 
which the cultivation of departmental improved canes is spreading in 
Eastern Bengal, and specially in the district of Mymensingh, I am 
sure he would have Veen satisfied, and would have had no cause for 
complaint. Sir, our department is doing its levfcl best to find out *a 
suitable money crop for jute in every district ol Bengal, and in 
Mymensingh, which is a sugarcane producing district, as much as 
257,850 cuttings have been distributed. 

As to sugar manufacture and fjur ladling, I would mention that 
it is the policy of the Agricultural Department to advocate the estab- 
lishment of small ten-ton sugar factories for the manufacture of sugar 
from f/ur to enable cultivators to dispose of their cane profitably. 
This system is suitable for small capitalist organisations on a co- 
operative basis. The department is keen in the matter and a bulletin 
has been issued furnishing necessary information regal ding cultivation 
of cane and manufactuie of f/ur and sugar. All that the department can 
do is to assist those interests in the manufacture of f/ur and sugur, and 
su< h assistant e and advice lias been freely given and will continue to 
be freely given by the Director of Agriculture and bis staff. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Would you take long, Nuwab Sahib? This is 
the time for adjournment for prayer. 


Tho Hon’We Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: In that 

case, I shall resume my reply after the adjournment. 

\The Council was adjourned for ten minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 

The HofPMa Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bal m fcirt Sir, I 
should explain with reference to the establishment of village union 
farms, that the results obtained from the scheme initiated in Faridpur 
for agricultural propaganda and demonstration work in conjunction 
with Uttiqn boards have been encouraging and the work is being con- 
tinued. If union boards elsewhere come up with proposal* for initiat- 
ing such schenf£s, they will receive due consideration. If and whan it 
is found necessary and possible to increase the staff of agricultural 
demonstrators this will be done, but at the present moment, on aoconat 
of financial stringency, an increase in their number is not possible. 
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Sir, I JSitld bow deal with & question of experimental farms 
referred to by the mover. In connection with the demand made last 
year as also in the year 1931, I had occasions to explain fully* the 
functions of thes| farms and the results derived therefrom. I have no 
wish to-day to go over that ground again ; I would however meution that 
in paragraph 303 of their report, the Reugal Retrenchment Committee 
have for the reasons stated therein recommended a reduction in the 
number of farms to five, the remaining 21 of the existing farms be- 
ing made over to local bodies and associations, or leased out to persons 
who would run them,on commercial lines. In view of the importance 
of the question Government have appointed a committee consisting 
mainly of non-official members of this House to consider and formulate 
their opinion on the recommendations. This committee which is sit- 
ting now will doubtless go into the number of the farms which should be 
maintained, having regard to the service done by them. 

In view of this explanation, Sir, I hope my friend will not press 
his motions; otherwise, Government must oppose it. 

The first motion of Eahu Sntish Chandra Ray Chowdhury was then, 
with the leave of the House, withdrawn. 

His second motion was put and lost. 

(Here the time-limit for “Agriculture” expired.) 

The main demand under “34 — Agriculture” was then put and agreed 
to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

35 — Industries. 

The Hon’trie Nmrato K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, on 
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I begV) move that 
a sum of Ks. I J ,4G,000 Ik* ganited for expenditure under the head 
“35 — Industries.” 

The budget provides for the Electric Adviser and his staff and Cin- 
chona Plantations which are reserved subjects as also* for the Indus- 
tries proper which alone is transferred. I have no observation* to 
make on the reserved portion of the budget. 

Turning to the Transferred budget, I cannot but refer here also to 
the exceptional financial circumstances under which the estimate has 
been framed. It is a matter for regret that it has not been possible to 
provide for an expansion in this nation-building department com- 
mensurate with the needs of the province, except, however, in one 
important direction on which I shall dwell later. In other directions 



the fowls provided for ar$ barely romci«it for ^ari^Slf ,&* the normal 
t activim of the department On the oth#r-hand; a saving to the extent 
of Rl. *19,090 has/ since "the presentation of -the budget, been fcffeoied 
and farther savings are expected as a result ^pf ^ecisioner on the 
. Retrenchtnent Committee’s recommendations affecting the Industries 
Department. It will, however, he the earnest endeavour of Govern- 
ment to see that, the funds, depleted as they are, are put to'the beatuse. 

Notwithstanding the present financial situation, I trust the, "House 
will appreciate that it has been possible to provide fot a recurring 
expenditure of over a lakh of rupees for implementing,^ scheme 
industrial development evolved as a measure to relieve to'Ko^ie exfent 
the present unemployment among the educated middle classes. of tliis 
presidency to which reference was made in the last budget speech and 
„ whifch has already attracted a good deal of public attention. The im- 
mediate objective is to create an industrial atmosphere in the country 
and to give our unemployed young men an opportunity to be trained 
in the new and improved processes in the various cottage industries 
which will afford remunerative occupation to a large number of such 
men. ' It is, however, not claimed that the scheme will sweep away 
unemployment from the face of the country hut it is admittedly an 
indication of the veiy serious efforts now being made to tackle the 
ptooblem by opening out new avenues of employment to the more, 
ambitious among the young men who are disposed to fake* up small 
industries as a result of the demonstrations to be conducted by the 28 
demonstration parties, seven of which have already been established and 
the remaining 21 parties will be established in the course of the next 
year. Given adequate local support and co-operation the prospects of 
the scheme are indeed bright. 


Turning to the Bengal State-Aid-to-Industries Act, I would xpg* 
tion that a representative board called the Board of Industries, Wfei- 
posed mainly of businessmen, has been set up and the board have 
begun to function. The Council will no doubt share my disappointment 
thal the present financial stringency has stood in the way of making 
ftny provision for State-aid under the provisions of the Act. But 
thank* to the generosity of some public-spirited gentlemen — a genero- 
sity which has already be^n acknowledged in His Excellency's address 
to the Council the other day — donations and contributions have already 
been received for carrying out the purposes of the Act^thftmgk the 
Board of Industries. It is hoped that others will follow thtdf feenaficent, 
example, so that with the funds now accumulating it ftay be possible 
for the board to take practical steps for the development of indigenous 
industries" of the province on the lines contemplated in the Act#’* * 

Mr. NAREMDRA KUMAR BAtUS I beg to JttQve that the demand 
of Rs. 1,19,000 under the head “36 A— Industries — Transferred — ^Direc- 
tion — Director of Industries” be reduced by Rs. 30, BOO. ^ 
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f. that, I I could not catch mostsfpf like 

m!)Ap Miiptter just know that hejfca ill, •« 


0 I slid not wank to wctery hita by askMg kirn to speak up Vh«m 
probably -be wasjphyaicaliy unfit* but one sentence that I eoaM catch 
wan tkat he was congratulating himself and the Council on the fact v 
that the Board of Industries has begun to function. I have jnaf <»p 
word to say in regard to that. I am one of the representatives ot the 
House on that Board, and that Board made several attempts to fu Action 
sittfce its rfijtlfltion and in November lust they framed a set of rul&u 
Under thk Act, the*Board cannot properly function till these rules 
have beep 1 approved bv the I*ocal Government, and till these rules Save 
been nbt^jad. The celerity with which Government acts will be patent 
frdm thV facl that to-day on the 28th March Government has not yet 
found time to approve of these rules so as to allow the Board to func- ^ 
tion. # The House is aware that the Stute-aid-to-Industries Act wag , 
passed about two years ago now, I think in July or August, 19.11, and j 
np till now the inactivity of the Government has made it impossibly * 
for the State-Aid-to-Industries Board to begin to function. Wejl, 


Sir, that is by way of introduction. Now, coming to the 1 cut itself the 
House will see that the total Industries (Transferred) grant is 
Eh. 7;73,00ff out of which, as the members will see from poge 290 of 
the green book, a sum of Rs. 4,05,602 is spent in pay of officers and; 
‘pay of establishment, allowances and honoraria, etc., and Its. 2,21,340 
is spent on scholarships and grants-in-aid which, if T may say HO, 
are more or lefts of a fixed character: that leaves about Rs, 1,50,000 


for' the other activities of the Industries Department, that is to say,* 
for the purpose of spending the Rs. 1,50,000 on the proper activities 
of this department. Government pays its officials and establishment 
Up. 4,05,000: that is the way in which industries are being developed 
i&4|p,« province and that is the reason why we have gfd a Director on 
a pay of, f do not know exactly how much, but probably it is some* 
where about Rs. 2,500. I submit. Sir, that the money spent on pay 
officers, of highly placed officers and of their men win? are almost 
equally highly pnid, namely, Rs. 4,05,000, in order to spend 
Rs. 1,60,000, is wholly uncalled for and extravagant. It will he in 
the recollection «f the members of this House that the Retrenchment 
Committee 1 recommended that so far as the •uiinisWiaU staff at head* 
quarter! it concerned, they were satisfied that neither the number nor 
the r&tto %f:$ay of the staff could be justified. Well, Sir, I do not 
lcnow if the Hotrenchment Committee went into the question of the 
high kUaries thlt are paid to the Director of Industries and his higher 
officials; hut considering the work that is done so far os the propaga- 
tion of Industries is concerned, so far as the actual development of 
inlnstriee in this province is concerned, I submit that Bengal has 
been paying much too 4 much to its officers. A* I have said, out of 
Be. 7, 73,000,3* • 4^5,000 go for pay of officers and establishment awi 
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R«. 2,21,000 for scholarship* and granta-in-aid, to distribute which 
I think it is not necessary to maintain a costly staff like this. I submit 
that it is ridiculous to say that you should have officers who cost 
you this huge sum of Rs. 4 lakhs to spend about a lakh, of rupees 
for development of industries. I am quite aware of the fact that the 
Hon’ble Minister will presently flaunt it before us that out of this Rs. 4 
lakhs a sum of Rs. 1,08,112 will be spent on temporary establishment 
for carrying out the new scheme accepted by the Hon’ble Minister 
regarding the unemployment question of hhadralok youths. But even 
if this Rs. 1,08,000 were taken away that would sjill leave about Rs. $ 
lakhs on account of pay of officers and establishment, and I think 
it is really time for the Hon’ble Minister to pause and consider whether 
he should have these highly paid officers, beginning from the Director 
and downwards and whether he is getting the value for the money. If 
not, he ought to cut the pay or the number of these posts and see 
that the small sum that is given to this department by the (Govern- 
ment is actually si>ent for the good of the country in the development 
of industries. It is trite knowledge and needs no repetition tlfat 
industries in this province are not in a flourishing condition and that 
i> great deal could l>e done if Government were to take in hand the 
question of development of industries in the pro[>cr spirit. But I 
would ask the Hon’ble Minister to tell the House what this depart- 
ment has done up till now for the development of the industries of 
the province. We have been paying these salaries to the tune of, if 
not of Rs. 4 lakhs, of U lakhs — because 1 find, as I have said, that 
the temporary establishment is expected to cost Rs. 1,08,000 this 
year, and probably the Hon’ble Miuister will explain the purpose of 
the scheme he has taken in hand; but 1 would like to know what 
value has the province got for the Rs. 8 lakhs spent on the salaries 
of the Director «?md his suhoidinates for years past? I submit, Sir, 
that so far us this department is concerned, instead of being a depart- 
ment for the development of the industries of the province, it is 
probably imVre or less a department which is industriously engaged 
in filling the jackets of its officers. 

Mr. K. 0. RAY CHOWOHURY: Sir, the whole burden of the 
song of the las*- speaker lar in the denouncement of the expensive staff. 
Is it not too late in the day, Sir, to tell anyone that unless you pay well 
you cannot get the best men for your job? A litigant who has got a 
bad case goes to the beat lawyer like my friend, Mr. N. K. Basu. 
And why? Because he wants to make the beet of a bad job by engaging 
the services of the best man. Our small industries are in a bad way. 
You canbot develop them without the help of the best men available. 
Some one said" that the Industries Department was a make-believe insti- 
tution and is doing no good. Nothing of the kind. I am in close touch 
with the department and I may tell you that it is the opinion of many 
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, and business men who are interested in the manufacture and 
w of swadeehi goods that they get the beat possible advice froi that 
le^artftent. Sir, I would like to see much more money spent on that 
department bo thht we may get the best men (industrial specialists) to 
adtise us, and, Sir, I can think of no better man in India who is better 
suited for the job than Mr. Weston, our present Director. 


Mr. P. N. CUHA: Mr. President, Sir, I fully agree with my friend 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu that there is no department under any 
dovemment anywhefe in which four lakhs of rupees out of a total 
allotment of seven lakhs are spent on the salaries of the officers. My 
friend Mr. K. C. Ray Chowdhury has just now said that he was closely 
connected with the Department of Industries and in his opinion the 
money was well spent. I do not know the nature of his connection 
but, .Sit, for last two years I have been taking good care to study the 
method of the work in the Industries Department. Newspaper readers 
may well remember that there had been a controversy, rather a duel, 
between the Director of Industries and a certain writer of a local 
journal over the method of the work in this department. 

Sir, the Director of Industries has got two assistants, one Mr. Anadi 
Sen and the other Mr. Satish Mitter. The first named gentleman looks 
after the technical education in Bengal. I do not know how many 
schools are there. I know there is one at Barisal, one at Burdwan, 
one at Rajsbahi and one nt Rangpur. Sir, some years back an 
institution had been started in Calcutta known as the Calcutta Techni- 
cal School. The Retrenchment Committee in which my friend Khan 
Bahadur Azizul Haque figured so prominently has recommended the 
abolition of this school but this will probably not he done for the reason 
that this particular institution is under the pretective wings of 
Mr. Weston. I can assure you, Sir, that money is not wasted mow 
criminally anywhere than in this particular school. I was a member 
of the Governing Body of this school for a period and I had ample oppor- 
tunities of watching the teachings and working in that school. I am 
thoroughly convinced that money is simply wasted there and that was 
the exact reason why I stood in the way of that school getting Rs. 20,000 
from the Calcutta Corporation. I was, however, compelled to with- 
draw my opposition at the request of some of ray friends for which I 
received the congratulations of the Secretary to the Minister in charge 
of the department. Sir, I can assure you that the department spends 
much more money on the pay of the officers than on the real develop- 
ment Of industries. 

Sir, the members of this House and the public outside are aware 
of the excellent scheme formulated by my friend Mr. N. K. Basu for 
tnmoving the congestion in the field of unemployment. A good be- 
ginning has been made Mid it is said that the scheme when folly dees- 
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loped will do a lot of good to the province. For obvious reasons I an 
unablk to go into the details but I have reasons to believe that the 
whole thing would have been much better managed if the entire* charge 
had been placed in the hands of the Industrial £j%ineer' instead of 
keeping it with some one who does not know anything of the cottage 
industries of the province but is yet empowered to boss the whole show. 
Sir, I maintain that the Government do not allot sufficient money for 
the development of the industrial resources of the province but what- 
ever little money is there, the greater portion of it is spent on the 
salaries of officers who are practically of no use th the department and 
who had better leave the department and cross the seas at the earliest 
opportunity. 

M Bahadur JOCESH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I cannot agree with 
my friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, because if the Director goes, 
then who will write out the blooming reports and justify the existence 
of this department? I would suggest that the whole thing should.be 
deleted from the budget of the province of Bengal. I was under the 
impression that the provision was for Rs. 70 lakhs and I was astonish- 
ed to hear that it was Rs. 7 lakhs. What is the good of having a 
provision like this and making the Minister the target of attack for 
his inactivities. I would suggest that the budget may not go out 
of this country, so that other countries may not know how things are 
being managed in this province and how industries are being pushed 
in this country. It will be a sad thing if the conditions in this 
country become known outside India. I was connected with the 
Technical Institution for some time and I agree with my friend 
Mr. Guha that it is a hopelessly mismanaged institution and it can never 
justify its existence. With these words I support the motion of 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. 

Dr. NAREBH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I do not know 
exactly where I stand with regard to this motion. Mr. Basu’s 
mbtion is not for a token cut ; it is for the cut of n definite sum of 
money. Unfortunately the discussion has been in the nature of a dis- 
cussion on a token cut. I think, Sir, there can be no two opinions 
about the anopialy of spending four lakhs or even three lakhs on 
establishment for spending one lakh on the development of indus* 
tries 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry you started to speak at an 
evil moment (Laughter). I must adjourn the Council now. 

. , c Adfaumm c n t. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., mi Wednesday, the 29th 
March, 1933, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



Proceeding* of the Benf&l Legislative Council assembled uodef 
the provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
* Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 29th March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manhatha Nath Ray 
CilAUimuHi, kt., of Snntosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 90 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which ora! answers were given) 

Cess revaluation. 

*100. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDARs (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the cesi 
revaluation operations that are ut present going on in some districts, are 
causing dissatisfaction as the cess to be paid in connection with landed 
property is being greatly increased? 

(b) Is the llon’ble Member aware that the assessment oi^ khas lands 

of intermediate tenure-holders and zumindars is not being made accord- 
ing to the settled Land Revenue policy, as the annual value is being 
computed on the basis of the gross produce and not on the money rent 
which might reasonably be expected to be paid if .they were let out to 
tenants? 9 * 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that many cultivating raiyate are 
being wrongly treated as tenure-holders and are thus being made to pay 
cess on the annual value of their lands by virtue of a note under section 
24 of the Bengal Cess Act, made by the Board of Revenue? 

(tt) Is the Hoa’ble Member aware that the samindars and interme- 
diate tenure-holders in most cases cannot realise the rents and cesses 
hm their tenants owing to the economic distress and are so unable to 
pay up the Govenment revenue? # 
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(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that many estates are being sold 
for arrears of revenue as the zamindars and tenure-holders cannot col- 
lect money even by borrowing P 

(/) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what relief, if any, 
the Government are granting to the zamindars and tenure-holders in 
their distress? 

(g) Is it in the contemplation of the Govemmtnt to take upon them- 
selves the task of collecting the cesses? # • 

(h) If not, will the Government take steps to hand over the task of 
cess collection to the district boards, for whose benefit the tax is levied? 


MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hbn’We 
Sir Provath Chunder Mitter): (a) Cess revaluation operations are at 
present going on in Birbhum and Chittagong districts. The increase 
is small in Birbhum and about 51 per cent, in Chittagong. 

(b) The assessment of khas lands is done according to the Cess Act. 
The reference to settled Land Revenue policy is not understood. 

(c) No. Cultivating raiyats are assessed on the rent payable by 
them. When a person who is a raiyat under the Bengal Tenancy Act 
but not a cultivating raiyat under the Cess Act is assessed as a tenure- 
holder for the purposes of cess, it is done under section 26 of the Cess 
Act and not under any note made by the Board of Revenue. 

(d) Government are aware that collections are bad in many districts 
and estates. * 

( e ) Although the number of defaults has increased considerably, 
the numben of sales has not increased appreciably. Out of 98,385 per- 
manently and temporarily settled estates 616 estates and 514 shares 
were sold in 1931-32 and 913 estates and 390 shares were sold in 1930-31. 

if) The Collectors are in suitable cases exempting estates from sale 
long after the datest* date of payment of arrears on payment of nominal 
fees, and they are not insisting on the payment of all cesses in arrear 
In cases when such consideration is necessary. 

( 9 ) No, 

(A) No. The district boards have not the machinery, and so long 
as the present system of assessment exists it would not be possible for 
them to collect cess direct from all the persons liable to pay. Farther, 
the cost of collection by any agency other than that of the landlords 
would be very heavy. 
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lisMon of tli* iwrrowwgaup railway line from tantipur to JCriih- 
^ nagar City. 

•til. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a), Will the Hou’ble Member in charge 
of the Public Works (Hallways) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the abolition of the narrow-gauge railway 
line from Santipur to Erishnngar City is under the immediate con- 
templation of the E. B. Railway authorities? 

* • . . 

(b) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Member be pleased to state what are the considerations which led to 
influence such a decision? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether he is 
aware *that in the Bengal Government, Public Works Department 
(Railway Branch) letter No. 44R., dated 9th January, 1924, it was 
stated that the Government were aware that the Santipur-Krishnagar 
City section of the Light Railway would work at a loss, but that it 
would be compensated by the additional earning which the new broad- 
gauge section from Ranaghat Junction to Santipur was expected to 
fetch ? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the above 
additional earning does not cover the working expenditure of the 
narrow-gauge section in question ? 

(*) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to place on the table the earnings of the new broad- 
gauge section from Ranaghat Junction to Santipur and the loss sus- 
tained in the narrow-gauge section from Santipur to Krishnagnr City 
for the three years before and after the opening of* the new broad- 
gauge liue up to Santipur in 1925? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the present station master of Dignugnr has been retained 
there since the discontinuance of the travelling booking system in 
1926 in spite of public complaints? 

(^) Is the Hon ’hie Member aware of the fact tbht in reply to 
memorials to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, the Government 
in their Pnblic Works Department (Railway Branch) letters Nos. 632* 
II., dated 10th April, 1917, 1506R., dated 30th December, 1920, and 
44R., dated 9th January, 1924, gave definite assurance to the publio 
that the railway line from Santipur to Krishnagnr City would be 
retained for paasenger traffic? • 

(A) If the answer to <t) is in the affirmative, what action, if any, 
Owverameot contemplate to take in the matter? 
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(i) Will the Hon’ble Member b$ pleased to state whether it is not 
a fact? that the Railway Board was in favour of converting the narrow- 
gauge railway line from Santipur to Erishnagar City into a 9 broad- 
gauge one, if not, at least retaining it as it is ? 

MEMBER hi oharge of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon* bis Mr. 4 . A. Woodheod),* (a) Yes. 

( b ) The consideration which indicates the desirability of closing 
the narrow-gauge line between Santipur and Erishnagar City is tlje 
loss in working this section, the earnings of which do not even cover 
out of pocket expenses, without making any allowance for interest 
on capital and depreciation charges. In 1931-32 the earnings were 
Rs. 14,279, whereas out of pocket expenses were Rs. 23,004. In the 
present state of railway finances it is essential to minimise such losses. 

(c) The statement whh not as definite as is suggested in the question. 
Government actually said that ‘‘though calculations show that the 
line between Santipur and Erishnagur is likely to be worked at a loss, 
yet it is anticipated that this loss will be covered by the additional 
traffic obtained from the broad-gauge railway to be constructed to the 
town of Santipur,” The last sentence of the letter was as follows: — 
“Should this anticipation, however, prove incorrect, the question of 
the retention of the line will be further considered by Government.” 

(d) and (r) The figures are not available, but a special investiga- 
tion is being made. 

(/) The present station master lias been at Diguagar since Septem- 
ber, 1926. His transfer was ordered in the ordinal*}' course in 1928, 
but on representations from the public at Dignagar the transfer was 
cancelled. 

i 

(g) No, the latest of these three letters is the one referred to in 
the reply to question (r); the position is as stated in that reply. 

(/<) The blatter is under consideration of Government. 

(») The question of converting the section Santipur to Erishnagar 
City into broad-gauge was considered by the Railway Board but was 
not found to be financially justifiable. 

• < 


Movement for non-p oy mont of creditors’ duo* 

MBS. Mr. AMANDA MOHAN PODDARs (a) Is the Hon’bl* 

Member fn charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(») that a movement is afoot in some districts of Eastern Bengal 
for the non-payment of creditors’ dues, and that, as a result, 
the loan offices, the credit societies and the money-leaders 
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«re unable to realise * their legitimate dues from the 
borrowers ; and • 

that most of the loan office^ and credit societies ns well as the 
moneylenders of Bengal are put to great hardship by reason 
of this movement and that the system of indigenous banking 
is on tbe verge of ruin in consequence? 


(b) If tbe answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state what steps are being taken by the Government to 
amend the law of theMand with a view to giving relief to the creditors? 


MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’bla 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (<i) (i) and (*/) Both borrowers and lenders 
have, been adversely affected by the present economic stress, and while 
in some areas there has been a movement to restrict or adjust payment 
of # dues, in others payments are better this year than last. Generally, 
the situation is not as serious as is suggested by this question. 

(b) Government are considering what can be done to mitigate the 
effects of the general situation ; they are not considering any special 
measures for the relief of creditors. 


MftUlvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: I* the Hon’ble Member aware 
that the destitute condition of the debtors is due partly to exploitation 
by the creditors in the past? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not aware of that. 

Abolition of tho Nilphomtri subdivision of ths Rsngpur disiriot. 

• 

*108. Bobu NACENDRA NARAYAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether there is any proposal to abolish the Nilpkamari subdivision of 
tbe IUtigpur district? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber be pleaaed to state tbe reason for such abolition and tbe time when 
it will take place? 

(c) Has any opinion, public or official, with regard to tbe above* 

mentioned proposal been taken? * 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in tbe affirmative, will tbe Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table copies of such opinions? 
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MEMBER ifi charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon*Mt 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) ( b ) (c) This is one of the suggestions 
under consideration in connection with the recommendation iffade in 
paragraph 149 of the Report of the Retrenchment Qommittee which 
deals with the amalgamation of subdivisions, and on which the opinion 
of the local officers has been taken. 

(d) No. 


Midnapore local board flection. 

*104. Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state whether the 
local board election in the district of Midnapore during the last week 
of January, 1933, was held under the provisions of the old ActP 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for not taking any steps to postpone the election under the old Act? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing thana by thana the result of the last local board election 
with — 

(i) the number of seats for each thana; 

( ii ) the number of candidates whoi filed the nomination papers for 

such thanas; 

(Hi) the number of candidates whose nomination papers were 
rejected, and on what grounds; and 

(iv) the names of the thanas where the candidates were declared 
to be elected without voting? 

(<f) Is it a fact that the majority of the candidates whose nomina- 
tion papers were rejected were Congressmen, including ex-Chairmen, 

ex-Vice-Chairmen and ex-members of the district and local boards P 
% 

(«) Is it also a fact that the election has failed in most of the 
thanas? " 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
intend holding^ a second ejection in accordance with the provisions of 
the new Bengal Municipal Act of 1932? 

MINISTER In charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MINT (the Hon’ble Mr. Bijey Prasad lingh Rcy)i (a) Tee. 

( 6 ) Th4 amendments did not affect the elections. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(<f) and (e) No, 

(f) The Municipal Act does not apply to local boaxd elections. 
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^ Statement referred to in the reply to etamd question No. 104 (r). # 




Name of thana. 

Number 
of elected 
seat*. 

Number 
of candi- 
date* 
who 
filed 
nomina- 
tion 
paper*. 

Number 
of candi- 
date* 
whose 
nomina- 
tion 
paper* 
were 

rejected.* 

Number 
of candi- 
date* 
declared 
elected 
without 
voting. 

Sadar Subdivision. 





Garbeta 

3 

14 

12 

2 

Keahpur 

2 

A 

3 

1 

Salboni* 

1 

3 

1 


Midnapore 

o 

3 

2 

1 

Kharagpur 

2 

8 

8 

2 

Dfbra 

1 

6 

A 

l 

Pinglft 

1 

3 

2 

1 

Sebang 

2 

13 

11 

2 

Naraingarh 

2 

8 

6 

2 

Kesiary 

1 

13 

13 


Dantan 

2 

7 

4 


Mohanpur 

1 

4 

1 


Total 

20 

87 

66 

12 

Contai Subdivision. 





Contai 

4 

20 

8 


Raznnagar 

2 

9 

6 


Egra 

3 

14 

11 

" 3 

Pataehpur 

3 

12 

10 

2 

Bhagawanpur 

3 

12 

8 


Khedgree 

3 

IA 

10 


Total 

18 

82 

A3 

A 

Tamluk Subdivision. 

Tamluk 

3 

4 

• 

1 

3 

lfaifodtl 

3 

4 

2 

2 

Nandigmm 

3 

11 

7 

3 

Pamkura 

4 

10 

A 

4 

fiutabata 

2 

m 



Moyna 

1 

• Nil 



Total 

16 

29 

16 

12 


•The ground* on which nomination paper* were rejected arc variowi they 
mohkled 


(1) Went of evidence to prove qualification. 

(2) Nomination paper* not properly filled in. 

(S) Filing of nomination paper* after the date fixed. 
(4) Absence of candidate* on the date of eenitiny 
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* 

Nune of than*. 

i 

Number 
of elected 

seata. 

Number 
of candi- 
dates 
who 
filed 
nomina- 
tion 
paper*. 

Number 

of candi- 
dates 
whose 

Damna- 

tion 

papers 

were 

rejected.* 

Number 
of landi- 
• dates 
declared 
elected 
without 
voting. 

Qhatal Subdivision. 





Ohatal 

5 

• 

21 

15 

5 

Daapur 

5 

14 

12 

5 

Chandra kon a 

4 

10 

10 


Total 

14 

54 

37 

10 

Jhargram Subdivision. 





Jhargram and Jamboni 

4 

10 

3 

4 

Binpur 

2 

9 

4 

2 

Gopiballavpur . . 

3 

19 

10 

3. 

Nayagram 

1 

5 

3 

1 

Total 

10 

43 

20 

10 


*The grounds on which nomination papers were rejected are various : they 
included : — 


(1) Want of evidence to prove qualification. 

(2) Nomination papers not properly filled in. 

(3) Filing of nomination papers after the date fixed. 

(4) Absence of candidates on the date of scrutiny. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to Btate as to how a certain candidate’s voting paper was 
rejected for want of evidence to prove qualifications? 


The Hon'blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The election 
rules provides for that. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to circulate copies of those rules? 

• c 

TIM Hon’W* Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl They are avail- 
able in the market. 

Baba BRUSH GHANORA RAY CHOWOHURYl With reference 
to answer (b), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
new Amendment Act provides a second election in the case of the 
failure of the first election and prevents frivolous candidature by 
insisting on a deposit so that election may be effected? 
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Tin Hon'W* Mr. BIJOY PRKIAD BINCH ROY* I want notice ot 
Out. . . 


Mr* R. MAIViS With reference to (d) is it not a fact that Debendra 
XmiI Khan, Raja of Narajole, was a candidate for election in the local 
board ? 


The Hon'We Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I want notice. 

Sanstirati Puja at tha CopalganJ Sitanath Academy. 

MOS. Dr. AMULYA RATAM CHOSE: (a) Is the Hobbit 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(*) that the Hindu students of the Gopalganj Sitanath Academy 
wanted to perform the Saraswati Puja with the permission 
of the secretary and the head master of the institution in 
front of the main school premises ; 

(it) that the Suhdi visional Officer Khan Bahadur A. Z, Khan cir- 
cularised to stop the Puja at the abovementioned place, 
although many gentlemen of the locality were already 
invited for the occasion, including the Subdi visional Officer, 
several days before the Puja; 

(Hi) that the circular was issued on the very day of the Puja with 
the result that the students could not make other arrange- 
ments and had to abandon the idea of the Puja altogether; 
and 

(iv) that the authorities of the institution have bqpn written to and 
resolutions of protest passed at a meeting of the Hindu 
guardians and pupils against the action of the Subdivisional 
Officer? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a thatched hut for Moslem 
boarders to say prayers was erected in the compound of the same institu- 
tion without the knowledge of the school authorities during a Puja 
vacation and thereafter it was converted into a corrugated tile shed and 
now this is going to be converted into a pucca mosque without even 
the permission of the proper authorities? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of taking any action in the matter? 

MINISTER in shtfg. M EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (Dm 
HOW Mr. Khm|. M n inmE dHO l («) (i) Ym, but ti>« ptrtnurion wu 

granted without reference to the School Committee. 

. 
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(») Ye*. ’ 

(Hi)* No. The Subdivisions! Officer suggested that the Puja |hould 
be performed not in front of the main school building but in the head 
master’s house. This suggestion was accepted by the* head master on 
the evening before the Puja and by the secretary and other leading 
gentlemen of the town on the morning of the Puja, and the Puja was 
performed accordingly. 

(tv) Yes, after the celebration of the Puja a protest meeting was 
held by a section of the local Hindu public. t * 

(b) There is a mosque in the compound of the Moslem Hostel and 
not in the school compound, and it has been in existence there for over 
16 years. It is about 126 yards away from the school and five private 
houses intervene between the hostel and the school compound. The 
building had at first a thatched roof, which was subsequently replaced 
by corrugated iron, and it is now being provided with pucca walls by 
public subscription. There is nothing in the school records to shqpr 
whether the mosque was originally built in the hostel compound with 
the permission of the School Committee. The question has never been 
raised either by the school authorities or by the local public. On the 
other hand, the secretary of the Bchool considers the provision of pucca 
walls for the mosque to be a distinct improvement to the Moslem Hostel. 

( c ) The managing committee at their meeting held on 6th February, 
1933, decided to build a Hindu Hostel where the boarders can celebrate 
their Saraswati Puja in future. The Secretary to the School Committee 
reports: — 

“This has provided a permanent solution of the problem of Saras- 
wati Puja and the matter has now been happily settled once 
for all:” 

Dr. NAREAH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state under what section and under what law 
the Subdivkional Officer made the order referred toP 

Thi Hon'Mt Mr. 4CHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 


R«lMt SUK LAL NAG: Bid the Subdivisional Officer take the con- 
sent of the School Committee before he issued the circular? 

Tin HOlfWo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

* , # 

MW AUK LAL NAG: What led the Subdivisional Officer to 
issue such a circular? 
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m 


% Tkt 

: * * 


Mr. KHWAdA WAZIMUDOlNl I cannot t«U yon 


Reverend ■••A. NAC: May I enquire if the “Saraswati Puja” was 
permitted in front of the school building, could not the Subdi visional 
Officer allow Bakr-Id to be performed in front of the school on request? 
(Laughter). 


(No answer was given). 


Babu SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Was it the first time that the 
Hindu students were going to perform the Puja there or have they been 
performing it for the last three years? 


The Hon*ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDINt According to the 
ipap which has been placed in the file the Saraswati Puja used to be 
performed in a different place to what was proposed to be done this 
year. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINs Is not the Sub- 
divisional Officer in the interest of administration and peace competent 
to pass such an order P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think the Hon’ble Minister can answer 
that question. His department is not concerned with the functions of 
a Subdivisional Officer. 


UNSTARJRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on the table> 

Expenditure of road oess by the district boards on communication. 

•2. Rei JOCEIH CHANDRA SEN Bjhadttfl (a) Will the Hon'blt 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether it is intended that the district boards should spend the 
entire amount of road cess only on communication P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister kindly refer to the rule under 
which the district boards are required to do so P 

» 

Tt* HWM. Mr. BUOY PRASAD MNOH ROYt (a) Jfo. 

(ft) Don not oriM. 



m 
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O u m i lmiona and inquiriot appointed by the 2nd Oeortef Wrtjpar in 
tha Bakirganj district 

83. Balm LALIT KUMAR BAL: Will the Hon*ble Member in 

charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state separately — 

(t) how many commissions and inquiries were issued during the 
year 1933 by the 2nd Court of Pirojpur in the district of 
Bakarganj ; 

(it) how many of such commissions and inquiries were given to the 
caste-Hindu pleaders, Muhammadan pleaders and the 
depressed class pleaders respectively and what are the names 
of such pleaders; and 

(ill) on what principles were such commissions and inquiries dis- 
tributed P „ 

The Hon’ We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (i) Commissions— 2 ; 
Inquiries — Nil. 

(ii) Both of tho commissions were given to caste-Hindu pleaders. 
Their names are Babu Nagendra Narayan Bose and Babu Keshab 
Chandra Ghose. 

(tii) Commissioners to hold local investigation and to take accounts 
are appointed by the District Judge. The appointment of other com- 
missioners is within the discretion of the Court. 


Bil Dantbhanga. 

84. Mr. A. F r M. ABDUR RAHMAN : {a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state whether 
he is aware that the tenants of Bil Dantbhanga situated partly in the 
district of 24*Pargana« and partly in thei district of Khulna are very 
much inconvenienced for want of proper irrigation arrangements and 
the want of an embankment in the Bil? 

(b) Is it «( fact that the tenants of the said Bil approached the 
Collectors of Khulna and 34-Parganas for the redress of their griev- 
ances, but to no purpose? 

(!e) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the advisability of taking immediate steps for making neces- 
sary arrangements for the proper irrigation of the Bil and for the putting 
up of an embankment? 

MKMBBR ill charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the HoftMUo 
AM) fir AMoHcorim Chuznovi): (a) From the information avail- 
able it appears that the tenant* of the Dantbhanga Bil area safer from 
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in years of heavy rainfall and are onxioui for a scheme to 
relieve the flooding. There is no indication that they requife any - 
irriga&on arrangements. 


(b) An upplitation was received by the Collector of 24-Parganas 
towards the end of last year. 

(c) Not at present. The application is under consideration of the 
Collector, 24-Parganas, who will consult the district boards of 24- 
Parganas and Khulna. 


Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Will the Hon ‘Mo Member 

be pleased to say whether it is not a fact that this bit remains under 
water throughout the whole year? 

YNHon'bU A I had j 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Not. as far 

as I amtAwaie. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: With reference to (a) do 
the Government propose to make a survey of the urea in question with 
a view to making it agrieulturable? 


TH. Hon'M. Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 refer the 
hon’ble member to answer <n). The matter is under consideration. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: When was the applica- 
tion sent to the Collector of the 24-Parganas? 

The Hon’ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI S I cannot 
answer that without reference to the file. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state how long will it take for the Collector of the 
24-Parganas to come to a decision in this matter? 


TH. Htm’bl. Alhadj Sir ABDELKERlft CHUZNAVI t That it • 
matter which rests with the Collator. 

Dr. NAR68H CHANDRA BEN CUPTAl With reference to (a) 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the area require# 
drainage arrangements and not irrigation? # 

tin HftYMf Alhadj fir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: l have 

to add to my answer. ^ 
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Mr. MUKUNDA BINARY MULLICKs How long will it take 
Government to come to a decision as to the steps they propose to take 
in this matter ? 0 

0 ' • 

The Hon’We AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: That would 

depend on how long it takes the Collector to send in his report. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

85 — Industries 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We get back to item No. 746. I think 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was in possession of the House. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, I was going to sub- 
mit that on the face of it the expenditure of this department is exces- 
sive. But at the same time I must say that I do not agree with the 
reasoning of my hon'ble friend, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, that that 
is a reason for cutting down the establishment or the staff of the depart- 
ment. That is rather a reason for increasing the expenditure of that 
department by all available means. I agree far less with the observa- 
tions of Mr. Guha who unfortunately brought in the personnel of the 
staff into discussion. I want to state as emphatically as I can that I 
do not think that the members of the staff in the Department of 
Industries are enjoying sinecures. It is not correct of him to say that 
the department consists of three officers— the Director, the Inspector 
of Technical Schools and the Industrial Engineer. The department 
maintains not only the Director, the Industrial Engineer and the 
Inspector of Technical Schools but an Industrial Chemist as well who 
is also doing very valuable work, and the Superintendent of the 
Tanning Institute who has done incalculable services to the tanning 
industry in the province. There is also the Principal of the Weaving 
School which is an institution whose value in developing the ha ^d leoni 
industries of the province has been very considerable. I can speak 
from my own knowledge of the very good work done in the past by the 
school under MV. Hoogew«frf not only in the institute itself but also in 
disseminating knowledge amongst hand loom workers abroad in the 
villages. The department also maintains a weaving expert and a mining 
lecturer. So it is not altogether correct to say that this sma l l depart- 
ment consists of three officers who do nothing. As a matter of fact I 
do not vtpit to underestimate the value of the services of these officers. 
My complaint i»*~and the reason why I support this is— that the avail- 
able material that we have here— material which has been proved by its 
serrioes in the past to be capable of doing excellent work far the 
country — is not being utilised to the fullest extent by the Government 
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MS the Government has been stiuting the department in not providing 
Bwi thrall the resources that are necessary for the purpose of availing 
itself fully of the services of these officers. 

Kfutft Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, yesterday 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu complained about the salaries paid to 
officers of this department. Since then I was trying to find out whether 
the allegations which he made were really correct or not. I am afraid 
that although I tried^iy best to find out from the budget as to whether 
this department was paying too much in salaries, 1 failed in my attempt. 
The total budget estimate of this department is Ks. 7,73,000. It is 
divided into three heads, (1) Industrial development, (2) Industrial 
education, and (3) Direction. On all these three heads I have calculat- 
ed the total pay given to the officers to he only about Ks. 1,26,000 and 
not Bs. 4,00,000 as stated by Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. I find again 
that out of the total estimate of Ks. 7,73,000, Ks. 1,07,000 is provided 
for industrial development, and that is in connection with the scheme 
of unemployment and the Tunning Institute. Suhdy it is not suggested 
that this section is paying too much on salary under this head, because 
the only gentlemau who gets a comparatively high pay, namely, 
Its. 750, is the Superintendent who is also the Tanning expert of the 
department. 

Now, Sir, the second is industrial education. Under this head we 
find that the only officer who gets any high salary is the Inspector of 
Technical Education. His total annual pay is Ks. 14, 0(H) and his 
travelling allowance Ks. 1,400 making a total of about Ks. 10,000, 

The next is the Directorate. Here we find that thp total sum paid 
as salary is roughly about Ks. 41 .000 and includes the pay of the 
Director, Industrial Engineer and Industrial Chemist. These are the 
three definite items of salary in the department. An additional amount 
is the pay of teachers, masters, technical officers and other officers 
engaged in teaching and giving instruction in technical schools, and 
surely it is not suggested that the money spent on these heads is a huge 
waste. I feel, Sir, that the salary paid in these sections requires a 
detailed study. The Director gpts Its. 2,2$), the Industrial Chemist 
B«. 1,000, the Industrial Engineer Its. 1,000, the Inspector of Technical 
Schools Rs. 1,350. I may remind the House that the Industrial 
Commission while recommending the establishment of the Industries 
Department in this province suggested that the Director should have a 
pay of Bs. 3,000 and the Deputy Director in Bengal should have a pay 
of Be. 1,500. Hr. Malavya who wrote a note of dissdhi said that the 
Director should have a pay of Bs. 1,000—2,000 with 25 per cent, extra 
for European recruits. We have no Deputy Director, but apart front 
that it will be seen that Bengal is not paying too much and the pay of 

AK 
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the officers if taken in proportion with that paid in other departments 
cannot be said to be high. I do not think that my friend Rasu 
objected throughout the budget to any such high salaries except those 
paid to the Members of the Executive Council, If* Government are 
justified in paying high salaries to any officers it should be in the case 
of technical officers who are not so plentiful as blackberries. There is 
no doubt that we want more industrial and technical institutions in 
Bengal, but Mr, P. N. Guha counted the number of such institutions at 
his fingers’ ends. It is really a pity that we do f not care to find out 
facta* I find from the administration report of the department that 
Government maintain 4 junior technical schools, 10 special technical 
institutions, 2 mining classes, 1 tanning institute, 10 weaving schools, 
and 25 peripatetic schools. All these are maintained ehtirely by the 
department, and in addition there are a number of aided institutions. 
There are 2 artisan schools, 5 senior technical schools, 10 junior 
technical schools, 12 mining classes, 11 industrial schools and 20 
weaving schools in different parts of Bengal. Surely the management 
of all these institution,** plus the distribution of a grant of roughly 
about Rs. 1,84,000 and scholarships amounting lo Its. 38,000 require 
the control of an officer of a superior class specially under the present 
system of audit and account rules. I do not think the Industries 
Department could he accused of unnecessarily lavish expenses in this. 
Some of my friends have also complained of the work of the department. 
This matter was considered by the Retrenchment Committee and I have 
gone through the matter in full detail and found that whatever money 
is spent on this department is justified. The Tunning Institute was 
started at a time w hen chrome leather could only be obtained at a very 
high price from Germany and the Continent. At this time certain 
leather manufacturing concerns w'ere started in Bengal hut almost all of 
them failed. It was at this stage that Government took the matter up 
and the result has been that there are to-day about 300 tanneries in 
Calcutta producing 1} crores of tanned goods. The result of this has 
been that Bengal has made a very large amount of profit in leather 
goods alone. Thirty lakhs of rupees of leather goods are now exported 
from Bengal. Even then the value of the total export of raw hides 
from this province is still* about Rs. 4 to 5 crores. By the further 
improvement of this industry, Bengal can make headway in industrial 
development. I find from the report that 53 students were studying 
during the last few years and out of these 53 as many as 45 have found 
employment in different places in India. The work of the department 
in this branch has also attracted the attention of the military 
authorities in cqpnection with the vocational training of Sergeants in 
the Indian Amy, and a number of Sergeant students have come to the 
Bengal Tanning Institute for the purpose of vocational training. 
There is another matter to which I would like to refer. We in Bengal 
use a large number* of shoes and boots. In Calcutta alone the number 
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P^ple employed in shoe-making industry is enor- 
mous^ and here i# an opening for the young men of Bengal. (Jne 
easily understand from the way in which Messrs. Bata aud Company 
fw developing Iheir concerns as to how much opening there still 
remains in that direction for our young men. Turniug to the work of 
the Industrial Chemist, the department have of late been ma k in g 
researches in the modern methods of soap-making. Even in soap which 
is a thing of everyday use in Bengal you will find that a« a result of 
the researches carried on by this department a good number of young 
men have opened soap factories. There is still enough to be don#, bjit 
the total sum that is provided is not sufficient to tackle the work that 
remains to be done. I will say only one word about the Industrial 
Engineer. This gentleman has for some time past l>een concerned with 
the development of cottage industries on an economic basis. The paddy- 
husling machine, new methods of tempering steel, finding out a new 
brass alloy, paddy drying, soap-drying chamber, etc., are only a few 
td his credit He has shown that there are certain machines wdiich can 
be made very cheaply and can be used successfully in developing some 
of the industries. Kveryhod> is looking forward to the day when this 
section of the department will be able to fulfil its function in the 
industrial development of this country. It is perfectly known to the 
House that Bengal has an inexhaustible resource of raw materials and 
an ever expanding market. These being the facts we require more 
money fqr this department, and any money that is spent will not be 
spent uselessly. In this department I find the officers are doing good 
work. I have had opportunities to know Mr. Weston and I do say 
that we cannot have a better officer than him. His tact, energy, as 
also his work iu the department in spite of the financial difficulties is 
a matter which should draw the udmiration of all of ^is iu this House. 

I certainly thank him for what he has done. In my opinion what this 
department requires is not reduction in the provisions made but a little 
more addition to the provisions. We are primarily »» agricultural 
people depending upon jute and paddy and if one of them goes out we 
are in the midst of an economic distress. The only way to solve this 
problem for the vast millions of unemployed people is to build up 
certain institutions which will take up the^work'of industrial develop- 
ment on proper lines, and this is certainly the time when something 
should be found out to give them occupation. I have no doubt the 
Industries Department are doing their level best in this direction. 


MUMINDRA OfB RAI MAMAIAI t Sir, I beg to support the 
mo Hop. My friend Mr. N. K. Bum has painted out that out of the 
total grant of K«. 7 lakhs and odd for industries Rs. 4 lakhs go to meat 
the permanent and temporary establishment charges and Rs. 2 lakhs 
for scholarships and for contributions to technical schools and the re. 
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maining R«. 1 lakh has been provided for the development of home 
industries. Khan Bahadur Asizul Haque has challenged* the £guras 
but if the totals are added there will be little difference. 1 think 1 am 
justified in asking what value has the province got during these years 
for the maintenance of the costly establishment of the Industries De- 
partment? This top-heavy department requires thorough overhauling. 
It has miserably failed to justify its existence. The money has been ill- 
spent throughout. The whole responsibility for this huge waste of public 
funds rested with the Government. As a part of the machinery o£ 
Government the Minister is of course responsible to a certain extent. 
But whatever may be his failings I should like to congratulate him for 
his sincere efforts for the expansion of the activities of tKe Industries 
Department in the development of home industries. Handicapped as 
he is for wunt of funds much cannot be expected from him. I can- 
not but admire his cleverness in the art of inducing people to part with 
money even in these days of unprecedented financial stringency. In 
fact he has been able to raise a decent amount for furthering the 
objects he had in view. 

Sir, I cannot but appreciate the schemes which he has formulated 
to relieve to some extent middle class unemployment in Bengal by 
arranging to send out to the countryside two jute-weaving parties, two 
wool-weaving parties, four umbrellu-making parties, four brass and 
bell-metal demonstration parties, four cutlery demonstration parties, 
four pottery ware manufacturing parties, four boot and shoq-making 
parties and four snap-making parties. This is undoubtedly a move in 
the right direction. All credit is due to him for what he proposes to 
do and T wish him every success in his honest endeavour to ameliorate 
the condition of the middle class unemployed men in Bengal. Although 
1 seldom let slip any opportunity of criticising the actions of Govern- 
ment, yet I shall he failing in my duty if 1 do not appreciate and 
give the credit which is due to it. I should, however, like to pom! out 
that the provision that has been made for the purpose of industrial 
development of Bengal is too meagre and is not at all commensurate 
with the real needs of the people. 

Mr. L. R. FAWCU8: After a careful examination of the speech of 
the Khan Bahadur and alsd after his scrutiny of the activities of the 
department, and the conclusions which he so eloquently drew from it, 
I feel there is very little indeed left for me to say. Two or three 
speakers yesterday drew attention to the fact that a large sum was paid 
as overhead charges on establishment from the budget of the Indus- 
tries Department. But it has been a great pleasure to hear the spon- 
taneous tribute* vhich came from so many speakers to the value of 
the work that has been done, and is being done by the highly paid 
officers of the department. It is usually impossible to get a good man 
on a low pay. If ypu want to get a first class man you must pay him. 
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proportion to his merits, and* in a department like the Industries 
Department, which is really in the nature of a pioneer department, wo 
feel that in ‘the long run it would be poor economy to get second class 
men on* low pay rather than good men. as we claim we have, on 
higher pay. Nevertheless , Sir, as the Retrenchment Cbmmittee did 
draw attention to certain items so far as our establishment budget ia 
concerned, where the charges appeared unduly high, we have 
scrutinised this carefully, and we have found it possible to effect 
certain retrenchment in posts which are by no means low paid ones, 
find we are in the process of scrutinising the budget to see if it is pos- 
sible to cut it down any further in this respect. 


There is another point to which I would like to refer, and that is 
to what Mr. Nurendru Kumar llasu said yesterday about the operation 
of the State-aid to Industries Act. We admit that it has taken some 
time before we are in a position to give State-aid, but I would remind 
hjm and all similar critics of what we actually have done since the 
Bill was passed into law. 

First, the Bill was extended throughout the province by notifica- 
tion, and a strong Board of Industries was formed, of which the 
hon’hle member himself is a prominent member. We have succeeded 
through the generosity of private gentlemen in raising a respectable 
sum to begin its activities. 

* 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Have you provided for any 
State-aid? 


Mr. L. R. FAWCUS: 1 am just coming to that. Actually the 
Board has been constituted, and the first thing we have asked that 
Board to do is to frame a set of ruleR which will govern the manner in 
which this State aid, rather a complicated matter, is*to be given. 
Those rules have recently been submitted to Government by the Board. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: About 4 Ninths ago, in Novem- 
her last. * * 


Mr. L. R. FAWCUS: The rules themselves are necessarily elaborate 
and in the pressure of (touncil work, it has been found difficult, in the 
various departments, to give them the full examination which certainly 
we feel they need. It must be remembered that these rules govern the 
distribution not only of State aid, but also of private funds which have 
been collected, and also to some extent provide for pledging State 
credit in the various ways which are provided for in the Act. In the 
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circumstances, it was right that these rules should be of an elaborate 
nature „ The last rule was received, I think, not in November last, 
hut about 3 weeks ago. We have been carefully examining them, and 
neither the Board nor we have failed in our duty in submitting them 
to sufficient scrutiny to make sure that the same thing lloes not happen 
in this province as has happened in other provinces, that is to say, that 
a certain amount of money invested in small enterprises has been lost 
to Government or to the people who put up the money. 

I hope, therefore, in view of the explanation given, that the mover 
will not press the motion to a division. • ^ 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then by leave of the 
House withdrawn. 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 1,19,000 under the head “35 A — Industries (Transferred) 
— Direction" he reduced by Its. 100 (to keep an establishment perma- 
nently to give industrial advice). 

The member made a speech in Bengali, of wlijcli the following is a 
translation : — 

In moving a cut of Its. 100 from the demand of Its. 1,19,000 of the 
Industries Department, I would like to press for the permanent posting 
of a party of industrial instructors in every district If that is not 
possible, let there be five such parties permanently posted in the five 
divisional headquarters in Bengal. I put forward this suggestion 
simply because under the existing arrangements the inhabitants of no 
district in Bengal can fully reap the advantages of these peripatetic 
schools which pay flying visits everywhere, staying in each place for a 
hopelessly short period. Then again, the present practice entails con- 
siderable loss of public money in the shape of travelling allowance. 
A party of Aese instructors came to Chittagong last year and gave 
instruction# on leather industry. Hardly a month had passed when 
they were ordered to shift to some place in West Bengal. The efficient 
band of instructors did all they could, and it was also found that their 
instructions, if dhey were followed, would bring in large gain to the 
people but the period of their stay was very short — too short to allow 
people to take full advantage of their instructions. Then again, 
recently, four parties of instructors have been to Chittagong to teach 
weaving industry. One of these parties is holding classes at the 
Kilipur centre, but they have been ordered to leave Kalipur on the 
31st Maftsk Tljey are giving instructions on weaving, dyeing, 
embroidery and carpet weaving. If they are not allowed to stay mo are 
than (me month and a half at each centre, it wilt never be possible for 
them to give and for the learners to receive any satisfactory training 
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ilitKiii the deplorably abort apace of time at their disposal. At the 
Ealipur centre nearly 100 students have come in for training.* Moat 
of the students have purchased at their own cost the requisite appliances. 
All thesd expenses incurred by them will be to no purpose whatever if 
t&e party of instructors move off on the 31st March after having 
imparted instructions for one month and a half only. The people of 
the locality would very much like the party to remaiu there for a 
further period of three months. Accordingly I wrote to the Director 
of Industries, but having failed to receive any reply from him I 
Ijipealed to the Hoidble Miuister-iti-charge. 1 am sorry I have yet to 
receive a satisfactory response. Hence l would propose that a party 
of instructors should t>e permanently posted a* the headquarters of each 
division. 

In the company of a few members of the Council, I puid a visit to 
the Pagladanga centre and we ure quite satisfied with the work that is 
being done there, but it is not possible lor the students of all the 
different districts in Bengal to come and have their training at this 
centre. Therefore, along with my proposal for the permanent posting 
of a party of industrial instructors at the headquarters of each division, 
I would suggest that such a party should be posted in Chittagong 
which is one of “the major ports” of Bengal. 

The Hon’bto Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: 8» far as 

I can make out, Sir, the intention of my HonTde friend is that a 
permanent establishment should In* maintained to give industrial advice. 
If by this lie means the permanent Government establishment, I would 
point out that the encouragement of indigenous industries of the pro- 
vince by means of technical advice and assistance whenever it is sought, 
is one of the main functions of the Government Department of Indus- 
tries which contains u highly paid technical staff consisting of the 
Director and the experts, namely, the Industrial Engineer, the Indus- 
trial Chemist, the Superintendent of the Bengal Tanning (Institute and 
the Superintendent of Textile Demonstration. Recently, also, w'e have 
sanctioned the employment of two Industrial Kurveyois whose func- 
tions are not only to carry on a survey of the existing indigenous indus- 
tries and to assist in the compilation of aji Industrial Directory, but 
alao to help in finding a market for the products of such industries as 
are in existence, or as may be started. Further. I w'ould add that 
recently another organisation has been established, namely, the Board 
of Industries which is a representative body consisting mainly of 
business men, whose function would be not only to assist in the 
administration of the State-aid to Industries Act, but also to advise on 
all questions connected with the industrial development of the 
province. In the circumstances my friend will see that there is enough 
provision for giving such aid and advice as may be sought for. 

* 
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Am regard* the demonstration parties which my friend wished should 
be retained in Chittagong, I may say that we have got a very small 
number of parties working, and they are in great demand. TPe can- 
not possibly keep them longer than 3 months in one particular district, 
but as soon as we have 28 demonstration parties ready, then the depart- 
ment will l>e in a position to send these parties out, and keep them for 
a longer period at each place. I hope, after this explanation, my 
friend will withdraw’ his motion. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then by leave jf 
the House withdrawn. 1 

MftUlvi HA8SAN ALI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 1,97,000 under the head “35 A — Industries (Transferred) — Indus- 
trial development” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the 
necessity of the development of Home Industries, particularly to 
organise the weavers of the country on a co-operative basis). 

Sir, the time at my disposal is very short; therefore, I do not wish 
to make a long speech. By this motion I wish to urge upon the Gov- 
ernment that I want to seek to develop the industries, specially weaving 
industry, and to create industrial habits in my countrymen through 
the agency of the co-operative movement. The co-operative credit 
societies have done and are doing and will do in future, I believe, 
immense good to the agricultural people. There is no reason to think 
that it cannot do much also in respect of home industries such as weav- 
ing. I do not think that a separate scheme of co-operation wuth regard 
to the home industry should he taken. Home industries are meant 
for the same agricultural people for whom the co-operative loan 
societies are meant. The cultivators in our country for six months in 
the year sit idle or spend their time by paying visits to kutvmba bans 
or relatives’ homes. 

I, therefore, would suggest the idea of an industrial co-operative 
institution t<^ be run as an integral part of every co-operative society 
now in. existence in the country. 

Besides that, Sir, the number of purely industrial co-operative 
societies such as weaving societies should be increased. This is not 
»U. In these days of competition, unless markets for sale of co-operative 
goods are create!! for the co-operators, it is impossible that they will be 
able to hold their own. 


Tt» Han’Wi Ntwab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan MuMtors Sir, the 
development of home industries is one of the recognised functions of 
the Go-operative Department, and in such development special atten- 
tion is devoted iS the organisation of the operations on a co-operative 
basis. It is already tbe accepted policy of Government that snob indus- 
tries can best be developed on co-operative lines. That Hue is ao— 



t ] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. tit 

’he time allotted to Industries having been reached, the Hon’ble 
(ter resumed his seat.) . 

Hv Tfe motion ol Maulvi Hassan AH was then put and lost. 

The ofiginal^demand under the head “8*5 — Industries’* was then put 
and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

J7 — MisceHannout Departments. 

Tht Hon'We Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I hep to move that a sum of Rs, 1,99,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Miscellaneous Depart- 
ments.** 

^ MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, T beg to move that the 
demand of lb. 450 under the head “3711 — Provincial statistics — 
Registration of births, deaths and marriages’* be reduced by Rs. 6 (to 
raise a discussion on the necessity of maintaining a register of 
unemployed).*’ 

The object of my motion is to urge the necessity of maintaining a 
register of unemployed. Thousands and thousands of our young men 
are coming out of the University year after year and arc helping to swell 
the ranks of the unemployed. Statistical figures are necessary to find 
out the increase or decreuse in their number. If a register is kept as is 
done in births or deaths correct statistics will always he available at 
a nominal cost. In all civilized countries such registers are kept and 
doles are provided for those who need State help for their subsistence. 
The solution of the unemployment problem is taken up in the West a* 
an item of political programme during elections. Conditions which 
prevail here may he different from other industrial countries but that 
need not stand in the a ay of opening a register of the unemployed 
among the educated middle men who form the backbone of the struc- 
ture upon which rests the whole social organism of the country, 

Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: I beg to* move that* the demaud of 
Rs. 31,500 under the head “37D — Smoke Nuisances Commission” be 
refused. 

I will deliver only a brief speech as the time at our disposal is short. 
This Department of Smoke Nuisances should I think come under the 
Public Health Department. To have a separate department simply 
means duplication of officials, commissioners and extra cost to the pro- 
vince. The powers of the Smoke Nuisance Department are very weak. 
They criticise the smoke coming out of high chimneys hut they cannot 
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•do anything with regard to the smoko coming out of the bustees. Good 
smoke .does not generally give good smell and bad smoke does not 
generally give bad smell ; but the reverse may be the case. The depart- 
ment moreover seems rather to be superfluous as the real object for 
which it was created was, I think, to improve the health of the province. 
I do not want to linger on this point, but I think it would be more 
economical if it were brought under the Public Health Department. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS But if you refuse the grant altogether how can 
it be brought under the Public Health Department at all? % 

Mr. W. L ARMSTRONGS I am killing it only for one year. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should have really moved a token cut to 
draw the attention of Government to the matter. 

Mr. L. R. FAWCUS: It was with some surprise that I heard that a 
cut in the expenditure of the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
in this province was being advocated with a view to draw’ the attention 
of the Council to the unemployment problem in Bengal. Potentially 
I suppose death may he said to diminish unemployment just as possibly 
marriages and certainly births might potentially be said to increase it. 
But that, however, I take it, was not the intention of the mover. There- 
fore I shall confine myself to stating very briefly what actually took 
place some years ago when the question of a bureau or register of un- 
employment was raised. The Agriculture and Industries Department 
in 1924 constituted a committee to enquire into the unemployment 
problem in Bengal and one of the recommendations of that committee, 
as far ns I remember, was that an unemployment bureau should be 
formed by Government in conjunction with certain public bodies. The 
Board of Apprenticeship Training was one, the others were, I think, the 
Universities of Dacca and Calcutta and the Anglo-Indian Employment 
Committee, Ike idea being that they should get together and that some 
tort t»f register as proposed by the mover should be brought into effect. 
The scheme Was very carefully considered bv Government but it was 
turned down on the ground that even if this register or bureau was 
constituted there was r no guarantee that employers would ever come to 
it when they wonted employees. What happens in practice is that 
when there is a post at anybody’s disposal he gives it to the person 
whom he himself knows to be best qualified for it or to a person who is 
similarly known to some of his friends or to members of his office staff. 
It was therefore considered that even if we had founded such a bureau 
nobody would come to it, but that it would inrolve a considerable 
waste of money stnd would also be hard on those unfortunate people who 
were asked to register their names in the bureau, because there was 
hardly any likelihood of their getting any employment through such a 
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That was the practical ppint of view taken at that time and 


M far as I know those conditions hold equally good to-day. For all 
tjiese aeanonft therefore Government are not in a position to open a 


register such a a is advocated by the mover. 


a 


The motion of Munindru Deb Rui Mahasai was then by leave of 
the House withdrawn. 


TH« Hon’blt Mr, <1, A. WOODHEAD: Mr. Armstrong wishes to 
abolish the Smoke Nuisance Department or rather wishes to refuse the 
total demand for tha^ department with the object of transferring it to 
the Public Health Department. That I suggest is not the best way to 
effect the transfer he has in view; huving killed the department it. may 
be difficult to bring it to life again. Domestic smoke is admittedly a 
nuisance in Calcutta and is dangerous to the health of the people resid- 
ing hi those areas in which a large quantity of such smoke exists. The 
Smoke Nuisance Commission has however paid considerable attention 
to*doiuestie smoke and ha* adopted all the measures they could to miti- 
gate it. They have given iiistrut tious as regards the best method of 
lighting a soft coke fire in order to reduce to u minimum the amount of 
smoke produced ami they have also advocated the more extensive use 
of gas for the pin pose of domestic cooking and domestic lighting. In 
1927 they were responsible tor a meeting between the Corporation and 
the Gas Company — I am quoting from the report of 1931 — which has 
resulted in the Gas Company being able to turn over to “heating" gas 
as opposed to “lighting" gas. “Heating" gas is cheaper than “light- 
ing" gas and if “heating" gus is available the use of gas for cookiug 
purposes will he more extensive than with the present more expensive 
“lighting” gas. Sir, 1 would seriously suggest that the best way of 
ensuring what Mr. Armstrong wishes— a reduction in domestic smoke — 
is not to refuse in toto the demand for this department, which has 
certainly done good work in the past and will, 1 hope, continue to do 
good work in the future. 


Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the house,. withdrawn. 

* * 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, I beg to move that tha 
demand of Rs. 16,000 under the head “371) — Miscellaneous — Contribu- 
tion to the Imperial Library” be reduced by Re. J (inadequacy of the 
grant). 

The object of my motion is to draw attention to t£e undesirability 
of reducing the contribution to the Imperial library by R*. 4,000. Sir, 
the removal of the Imperial Library from Calcutta to t)m Imperial 
Capital of Delhi was a nettled fact only a few year* ago. We railed a 
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•toxin of opposition against its removal and at last good sank prevailed 
and the settled fact was unsettled. At that time the Government of 
Bengal agreed to contribute Bs, 20,000 to the Imperial Library. On 
the last oceasioto when 10 per cent, cuts on all Government departments 
were made, .the contribution to the Imperial Library $as also subjected 
to a cut of 10 per cent. This cut has handicapped the purchase of 
books/ The Imperial Library cannot afford to buy books and j'eriodicals 
worth more 1 ' than Rs, 8,000 in all per annum. This is a ridiculously 
low amount to cater to the needs of the city. Even in these years of 
financial stringency the Madras University Tdbnary purchased bools 
worth over Rs. 40,000 and Rs. 3 lakhs is being spent over its new 
library building, liut, Sir, for the purchase of books the Imperial 
Library cannot afford to spend more than Rs. 8,000, j.e., one-fifth of 
the amount provided for the Madras University Library. 

(The time limit for this demand having been reached the member 
resumed his seat.) 

0 

The motion was put and lost. 

The main demand under the head “37 — Miscellaneous Departments 0 
was then put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

41 and 60 — Civil Work*. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir. on 
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs.* 70,41,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads 
“41 — Civil Works" and “60 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue." 

It will appear from the budget estimates for 1932-33 that the esti- 
mated expenditure for voted items inclusive of establishment charges 
was Rs. while the revised for that year has been reduced to 

Ra. 67,76,000. The amount, namely, Rs. 70,41,000 which the Council 
ia now asked to vote,. shows an increase of Rs. 2,66,000 compared with 
the revised estimate, which *18 due to the extra provision of Rs. 5,00,000 
made under Grants-in-aid from the surplus revenue derived from the 
Motor Vehicles Tax Act to be distributed to the local bodies and to the 
reduced provisions to the extent of Rs. 2,34,000 made under other beads 
in tbe next year’s budgets. 

Under tbe bead “Original Work*— Civil Buildings, ” it ia proposed 
to spend Rs. 17<i00 on works for reserved subjects, and Rs. 2,70,626 on 
wor ks for transferred subjects. Tbe items of works are specified in tbe 
Civil Works Budgets circulated to tbe members of Die Council. 
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, w The amounts provided for rdterve for minor works under the various 
apartments are intended for works costing small amounts in connec- 
tion with, buildings occupied by the various departments*, These works 
are generally within the power of sanction of the nwpecfiyfc heads of 
departments. 

For Communications, no provision has been made under' '‘Reserv- 
ed/* while Rs. 10,43,146 which includes Rs. 8,63,500 for Iioad Develop- 
ment Fund works, have been provided under “Transferred.” The 
i tams of works have been detailed in the budgets. 

Under the head “Repairs,” Its. 3,17,000 is provided for Reserved 
departments and Re. 33,86,000 for Transferred departments as com* 
pared respectively with the revised estimate of Rs. 3,04,000 and 
Rs. 32,69,000. The apparent decrease in the revised estimate is due 
to the fact that expenditure on repairs htul to he curtailed to a great 
extent in order to find funds for the additional expenditure on works in 
connection with special jails, detention camps, protective works, etc. 
A "slight increase over the revised estimate has, therefore, been made 
in our demand for next year to enable the Public. Works Department 
to keep the buildings wind and water tight and the roads in proper 
repair. 


Under the head “Establishment — Voted” excluding “English cost 
of establishment” the ensuing year's estimate has been placed nt 
Rs. 11,98,250 as against the revised estimate of Rs. 11,40,100. The 
increase of Rs. 58,160 is due to the extra provisions of Rs. 46,000 on 
account of the proposed restoration of 5 per cent, of the cut from April 
1933, and of Rs. 21,000 on account of less recovery anticipated in 
1933-34, and to the reduced provision of Its. 8,850 under other details. 

For Tools and plant, Its. 2,000 and Rs. 50,000 haVe been provided 
under the heads “Reserved” and “Transferred” respectively against 
Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 62,000 in the revised estimate. A sum of Rs. 6,100 
has been provided under “Suspense” ae shown in part V of the 41— 
Civil Works. 

Under Grant-in-aid, a voted provision of Rs. 7,61,941 has been made 
against Rs. 2,50,000 in the revised estimate for the current year. The 
increase is due to provision of Rs. 5,00,000 for distribution to local 
bodies out of the amount collected under the Motor Vehicles Tax Act. 
The details will be found in part VI of the Provincial Civil Works 
budget. 

It will not be out of place, Sir, to give here a abort narratire of the 
step* taken by thi« department during the part few month* in the wny 
of re trenchmen t both a* a remit of the Retrenchment Committee'* 
recommendations and also of our own initiative. Before the receipt of 
the Committee’* Report, we had cloeed two Public Work* Department 
Motion*, aeven rebdirmion* and two dmaiona, resulting in a *anog of 
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Rs. 80^500 per year. The Retrenchment Committee's Report has also 
been very carefully examined in this department and it iB expected that 
the decisions so far arrived at will result in an annual saving of 
Rs. 66,691. I will not dilate on the details of the <several items of 
retrenchment, but may state briefly that the proposals comprise econo- 
mies in respect of the hill exodus by Chief Engineer, abolition of the 
Plumbing Branch, one post of Architect, Public Works Department 
dispensaries, abolition or reduction of the special pay of certain officers, 
reduction of rent of hired buildings, etc.. A few of these items ana. 
however, subject to the sanction of the Secretary of State. The total 
anticipated saving would thus amount to about Rs. 1,46,200 a year. 

Besides this, two additional economies of Rs. 17,000 and 
Rs. 1,52,000 (total Rs. 1,69,400) have been effected in expenditure for 
the year 1932-33 by curtailment of the cost of “Temporary establish- 
ment” and “Repairs” respectively. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 8,74,100 under the head “41 A— Civil Works (Trans- 
ferred)— Communications” be reduced by Its. 100 (to urge the neces- 
sity of construction of roads in Arambagh and for metalling the Tri- 
beni-Kalna Road). 

The subdivision of Arambagh in my district is one ot the most out 
of the way places in Bengal. There is practical^ no road from the 
headquarters to Arambagh or from Calcutta. It is difficult of access. 
Members of Arambagh have to keep apart *3 days for attending meet- 
ings of the District Board at Chinsurah although the journey can be 
covered by u little over 3 hours had there been any means of communi- 
cation from Chinsurah to Arambagh. About a dozen rivers, rivulets 
and khah make the place more inaccessible. The District Board of 
Hooghly with its limited resources recently called a meeting of the 
Board at Arambagh and tried to make an experiment by the repair of 
kvtoha roads where they existed and by the construction of hrtcha 
roads and ham bon bridges over some khah from Tarakesw&r to Aram- 
bagh, a distance of only 18$ miles. Although the road thus made was 
rough aud had steep inclines up and down while crossing rivers or 
rivulets, the johrney from *Tarakes war to Arambagh has been accom- 
plished within a couple of hours by motor car. Now if a pucca road be 
construc ted with bridges over the rivers, it will not only improve the 
means of communication with the headquarters and Calcutta but 
internal trade is bound to improve, 

There ire still in existence two inter-district roads in Arainhagh 
though in a statl of disrepair— they are the badshafu Burdwan-Mtdna- 
pore road and the old Nagpore road* They were broad roads 26 feet in 
width* Partly through sheer neglect and indifference and partly for 
the Damodar floods these two unmetalled roads have been washed away 
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■M places and are much cut upt>y water channels. The surface is ©om- 
; Jiwed jl sticky earth and are hardly passable during the rains, let me 
<§ttote a fpw words from the Hooghly District Gaaetteer to show the con- 
dition of the Anembagh roads : “The worst roads, however, are those 
lying in thanas Arambagh and Khanakul, which are not only intersect- 
ed by numerous channels but also exposed to the annual floods of the 
Dantodar. Hence for half the year, wheeled traffic is next to impos- 
sible; the roads are fewer in number than elsewhere; and their upkeep 

most costly. This was about 20 years ago and the state of things 
still continues. In our recent excursions to Gar Mandaran, Kamar- 
puker, Goghat and Badargunj we came across the two ancient roads 
which I have just mentioned — the badshahi road and the old Nagpore 
road which W'ere considered as important military routes duriug Moghul 
rule. The Road Board it is understood will take up the portion of the 
road* f mm Burdwan to Arainbugh but there is no knowing when they 
will take it up. I hope steps will be taken to expedite it. T should 
lilte to ask Government to make a substantial contribution for the cons- 
truction of the Tarakeswar-Arumbttgh road, a distance of only miles 
and also for the construction of other roads in Arambagh which are 
badly wanted. The District Board is willing to undertake the construc- 
tion and metalling of these roads but their funds are too limited for the 
purpose. This is a fit case for special consideration by Government. 

Another inter-district road deserves careful consideration from the 
Road Development Board. I mean the Hooghly-Kalna road. This is 
a part of the old Murshidabad road. It is a kutcha road from Tribeui 
to Kalnu on the west Iwnk of the river Hooghly. It was much used in 
pre-railway du>s by troops und truvelleis tfoiug to Nadia, Murshida- 
bad and Monghyr. It is much used for cart traffic and if the kutcha 
road be made an up-lo-dnte road it will open up a large track of the 
country' for motor traffic which is badly needed for the development of 
the countryside. The bridge over the Saruswati at Tribeni has been 
condemned and all vehicular traffic over it has been (topped. The 
construction of a new bridge is under consideration. Both the Hooghly 
District Board and the Bansberia municipality have applied for loans 
to Government for the construction of a new reinforced concrete bridge 
over the Saraswati. I hope Government wi|) see (heir ^ay to grant the 
loans asked for and facilitate the work of construction. 

(Here the Council was adjourned for J5 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 

T* Hon’Me Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH HOY: Sir, I have 
listened to the long tale of woe which has been given to this House by 
the hon*ble mover of the motion. I may submit, Sir* that I am per- 
sonally familiar with the history that has just been narrated by the Rai 
Mahasai. As regards Arambagh, the improvement of Burdwan -Aram- 
bagh road is one of the projects included in the 5»year programme of 
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the Provincial Road Board* It was sanctioned by the Government of 
India aid the expenditure that is going to be incurred on .this jwrtion 
of the road is Rs. 5 lakhs. The total expenditure that would be neces- 
sary for improving the whole length of the Burdwan-^Arambagh road, 
namely, from the south bank of Damodar to Arambagh will be nearly 
Rs. 10 lakhs. It was decided on the recommendation of the regional 
subcommittee of Burdwan and Hooghly districts that only the Burd- 
wan portion of the Burdwan-Arambagh road should be taken up at pre- 
sent. The estimates are being prepared and we are awaiting detailed 
estimates from the District Engineers of Burdwan and Hooghly. There 
are certain modifications of the waterways suggested, I believe, by the 
District Engineer of Burdwan and they have been accepted with the 
consent of the Irrigation Department. Now we are awaiting the final 
estimate to be submitted by these two District Engineers and as soon 
as these estimates are received the work would be taken in hand.* 1 
may inform the House that we propose to spend about a lakh of rupees, 
if possible, during the next year on the improvement of this nmd. As 
regards the Tarakes war- Arambagh road, I wish that it were possible 
for the Road Board to take it up as suggested by the hon’ble mover, but 
I would remind him of the difficulties of having a bridge on the Damo- 
dar; it would cost a mint of money. Naturally the Road Board did not 
think it advisable to include it in the 5-vear programme or in the pro : 
gramme of the near future. Then lie mentioned some other roads. 
They were of great importance at one time, but none of them at present 
is of provincial importance. The Road Board fund can be spent only 
on roads which are of provincial importance or are inter-district roads. 
I regret to say that there is no immediate prospect of Government 
agreeing to take up any of these roads as suggested by the Rai Mahasai. 
As regards metalling the Tribeni road, this is the first time that the 
proposal has bepn brought to the notice of Government. It is a District 
Board road and T believe it is the normal duty of the District Board to 
maintain it iu a proper state of repair. Here also I may inform the 
meva^ that there is no immediate prospect of Government agreeing to 
it, as it It not considered to be of sufficient importance by the Road 
Board, With these few words I request the mover to withdraw the 
motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

Haji SADI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved that the demand of 

Rs. 14,24,250 under the head “41 — Civil Works — Establishment” he 
reduced by Rs* 100 (to draw attention to the necessity for sanctioning 
a plot of land for prayer house for Mussalmans in the adjoining vacant 
place of Chittagong Court Hill and the Civil Surgeon’s Bungalow Hill, 
west of Registration .offices). 
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1 He add&esled the Council in Bengali. The following is a translation 
f| his speech: — * # 

ft In moving a cut of Re. 100 from the demand of Re. 14,24,260 for the 
Civil Works— Establishment I would like to press for the sanction of a 
plot of land nea£ the Chittagong kutchery hill in order to enable the 
Muhammadan Court officials, pleaders and their clients to say their 
prayers. Chittagong has a much larger Moslem population than any 
other district in Bengal, nay, in India. They are also more religious- 
minded than their co-religionists elsewhere and so, they say prayers, 
Observe fast, etc., in greater numbers. It is due to the strong influence 
of Islam over Chittagong that the district is also known as "Islamabad. ” 

Almost all the kutcheries at Chittagong are clubbed together in one 
building at the top of the highest hill. Hence all those Muhammadans 
who attend courts have to perform Nemaj on the kutchery hill. For 
this purpose Government have kindly set apart two of the rooms in the 
building. 

•Friday, being the Jumma day, all have to perform their Nemaj 
together at one and the same hour. As the two rooms spoken of above 
are insufficient for the purpose, a large number of men are compelled to 
say their prayers in some open space outside. In view of the fact that 
nobody is permitted by religion to move a single step while saying his 
Nemaj, one can easily imagine the sad plight of these people during the 
summer and the rainy seasons. 

Government say that there are mosques near the kutchery hill. 
These mosques, however, are about half a mile off. The time allowed 
for performing the Jumma Nemaj is too short for any one to go to 
these mosques and come hack in time. Moreover, it is practically 
impossible for the aged people and respectable gentlemen to reach these 
mosques without any suitable conveyance. But this is«t once expensive 
and impracticable, because the supply of conveyances is not sufficient to 
meet the heavy demand for them. 

The Moslems of Chittagong are religious and loyal subjects of His 
Majesty the King-Emperor. Also, no community other than Moslems 
have to observe strict punctuality with regard to the time for prayer. 
Hence, there can be no objection from any quarter whatever if a plot 
of land is set apart to enable Moslems to say their prayers. 

From the political point of view it is now considered proper not to 
allow any crowd to gather near the courts and this purpose will be 
admirably served if the plot of land referred to is made use of in the 
way indicated by me. 

The plot of land which is R. S. No. 2333 cannot be taken to he 
included in the court compound because it is situated ift the vacant land 
between the kutchery kill and the MS on which the civil surgeon’s 
bungalow in stoata*. ?vee supposing that the entire elm el hilli 
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constitutes the boundary of the cou|t compound, there can be nonobjec- 
tion to making over to the Muhammadans this plot of land in tie# of 
ftie fact that there are other, offices, school, factory building# within 
v «tJuB area. 

The Moslem Association which is recognised by Government is 
prepared to take over this plot of land under any conditions that 
“Government may be pleased to propose. 

On 1st August, 19J12, Maulvi Tamijuddin Khan brought forward a 
motion to the effect that Government should arrange for plots of l^nd 
for Moslem prayer houses in order to enable the court-going Moslem 
to have facilities to perform their Nemaj at the proper time. Into this 
motion ^incorporated a few lines making out a case for Chittagong. 
The motion was agreed to, but Government have not yet made over the 
plot of land to the Moslem Association of Chittagong as required by 
thejjjnotion. I petitioned the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge on this subject 
but ftave received no reply as yet. 

I, therefore, hope that this motion of mine for making over a plot 
of land to the Muhammadans of Chittagong for saying their prayers 
during court hours, will be accepted by Government. 

Hr. L. R. FAWGUSs Sir, the mover of this motion, I think, knows 
the general position with regard to the areas set apart for prayer houses 
t which has been stated on the floor of this House not once but on several 
occasions. Outside the court compound Government has expressed its 
willingness to grant such land as may be in its hand either in the nature 
of hha* mahul land or Public Works Department land on reasonable 
terms for the erection of prayer houses. Inside the court compound, 
however, it is different. It may be necessary to extend the court build- 
ings some time or other and it would create great difficulty if a prayer 
house is erected' in the immediate vicinity of the court. Also, if one 
community gets permission to erect a prayer house there, it would be 
very difficult to deny the same privilege to other communities if they 
uk for it. For these reasons Government has as a rule refused any 
raquteia prect prayer houses in court compounds. But in this parti- 
cular case, as the mover has said, the condition in Chittagong .is differ- 
ent. The bourts are situated on a steep hill and, as the mover says, 
it is difficult for people tt go down the hill to the mosques of which 
there are thrie in the vicinity. So, he has suggested that a piece of land 
which it, technically within the ambit of tbe court compound, i.e., on 
^he slope of the hill 

HaH AADI AHMED GHOWDHURYi It is pot within the court 
compound. ^ t 

i r v * f 1 “ 1 •' 

• Mr. 1. ft* FAWCUtl I he&ove if is within the eowt^ompotnid, bat 
I am not quite emit. In at) tifee what he asks lor Jaw piece of fapid 
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i» WrideimWy removal f*om the neighbourhood ol threap 
pMi- Thh request Km only* been put forward within the l^stfew 
l fcy 1 ! ♦od at the request of the Hon’ We Minister it has been sent to t&* 
Commissioner of the Division with the request to see if, without violat*** 
x&g any of the jfrinciples which’ hare been observed with regard to the 
allocation of lands in court compounds, it may be possible to meet the 
mover’s wishes. On receipt of the reply we can promise that we shall , 
give his request full consideration. With this assurance I hope the' 
mover will withdraw his motion. T 

m l*be motion of Heji Badi Ahmed Ohowdhury was then, by leave of 
the House, withdrawn. 

Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 beg toinove that 
the demand of Rs. 7,52,000 under the head 4 ‘41A — Civil Works — 
Grants-in-aid” be reduced by Rs. 1(K) (to raise a discussion <p the 
smallness of the grant to the local bodies out of the motor varies 
uix). 

Sir, at the time when 1 tabled this motion I had a suspicion that 
perhaps all the money that had been realised out of the motor vehicles 
tax was not going to be utilised for the development of the roads of 
the province. But I understand from one of the speeches of the 
Hen’ hi e Minister in charge of Ixwal Self-Government th a ^Govern- 
ment has no such intention. Nevertheless I wish to point dut that 
last year according to the revised estimate Rs. 10 lakhs were realised 
from the motoc. vehicles tux, and out of that, only Re. 4,50,000 has 
been given to the Calcutta Corporation and the balance remains unspent. 
We expect to get another Rs. 10 lakhs according to the budget 
estimates for 1083-’I4, out of which Rs. 4$ lakhs has to lie given to 
the Calcutta Corporation. Rs. 11$ lakhs would thus be in the hands 
of Government during the ensuing year. The only* provision out of 
it is the provision of Rs. 5 lakhs for distribution to local bodies. 
We do not know any details of this. There will be a considerable 
surplus in the hands of Government after this Rs. 5 lakhs is spent. 
All that we have got on page 99 of the red book is that in the 
ensuing year Be. 5 lakhs is provided for distribution to local bodies. 
That is all that we have been informed of. Now I should like to know 
what is going t? be done with regard tg this* fund* and why only 
Re. 5 lakhs is set apart for this purpose. It is quite possible as the 
Hon’bie Minister told &is House that the scheme for the distribution 
of the fund has not yet been worked out, although it is high tun e 
that the Hon’ble Minister set himself to the task of Ending out the 
formula according to which the distribution is to bo made. Why he 
has not done so I do not know. It is quite possible that local 
may not have been very frfrward with their schemes and with their 
demand, Still it fe nothing surprising! fur our local bodi^ are famous * 
fee not wtiMmgk &**nt» which havw*been made to them. The moet 
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Actable instance was the non-utilisatjpn of the primary education grant 
made by the Government of India in the pre-reform days. If that is 
the position it is up to the Government to whip up local bodies a$d call 
upon them to submit their proposals as soon as possible. 

Khan Bahadur Matdvi AZIZUL HAQUE: They cannot give reply 
in 7 days. 


Or. NARBSH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I could not exactly 

oatch what Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque said. J think the district 
boards have had plenty of time. The district boards have bad trouble 
with their roads for many years past and they ought to know exactly 
by now what they want. So, it is not impossible for them to roughly 
estimate the requirements for which they want money badly. If the 
Government whips up the district boards and municipalities, schemes 
will be forthcoming very soon and we should have a full scheme* for 
the entire amount that has been realised. I do not find any justifica- 
tion for a budget grant of Its. 5 lakhs only when the total amount ^at 
our disposal foj the pui j oses is estimated to he not less than Us. 23 
lakhs, unless it was done ut the instance of the Finance Department 
in order to make a better show by reducing the deficit of revenue. 
It has been noticed in this House that all these earmarked funds which 
are in the hands of the Government have been shown as part of the 
general revenues, and if these were taken out the deficit shown in 
the budget would lie considerably greater, as I pointed out, ia my 
speech on the general discussion of the budget. I was reassured 
this money was not going to be misappropriated by the Government, 
but I would ask them to be prompt in the application of the funds 
to the purpose for which they are intended. 

Khan Btiiadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I will only take half 
a minute of your time, and I will just say that this is in reply to the 
statement which the Hon’ble Minister made as regards the activities 
of loopl bodies. I do not think that the Hon’ble Minister was serious 
or is so even now when he says that it was not possible to get replies from 
local self-government bodies in seven years. But, personally, being 
connected with ^district boards, municipalities and other local institu- 
tions, I repudiate it. I can assure the members of this House that 
district boards certainly take less time to consider a matter than some- 
times it is taken by the Treasury benches. 

The Mr. BUOY PRABAO BINCN ROY: The hon’ble 

mover’s objection is that while we have made a collection of Be. 11 
lakhs, we have made a provision of Re. 5 lakhs only for distribution 
next year. Of eourae, we did net expect that we would motive in 
toe to information tot we have ashed for at to tnstoee «f to 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


m 


•P«S8J 

1 Provincial Road Board from the local bodies, but I am glad to inform 
the House that we have since then received many, but not all, and 
at the mooting of the Provincial Itoad Board, held on the 24th last, 
we decided the*principle on which the distribution should be made* 
Sir, the informations that we asked for were generally these. We 
tried to find out from the othpr provinces on what principle they 
distributed the motor vehicle* tax to the local bodies, and also we 
wanted to find out from the different district boards and municipalities 
the mileage of roajls, both butch# and pit aw, maintained by each, 
and the amount spent by each on such maintenance. We have received 
replies from the different provinces, and I understand that in Madras 
under the Motor Vehicles Tax Act they distribute the proceeds on 
principles, that is, they try to pay on the basis of the actual collection 
that might have been made by these district boards and municipalities 
if they had powers to impose such taxes, and if they were not super- 
seded by the Provincial Act. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA l But that is unfair. 

Tht Hen’bU Mr. BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROYl May be, that 
is a matter of opinion. 1 am told by lh*. Sen Gupta that district boards 
and municipalities are going to be gainers by this unfair method, 
which is unfair according ~fo him. The Government of Bihar and 
Orissa on the other hand distribute the proceeds on the mileage basis, 
and on the actual expenditure incurred by these local bodies in main- 
taining these roads. Out of the total amount, 60 per cent, is given 
to district boards, 15 per cent, to municipalities, and 25 per cent, 
is retained by the Local Government. The Provincial Road Board 
here, Sir, accepted the same principle, that is, 60 per rent, should 
be paid to district boards, 15 per cent, to municipalities and I may 
mention incidentally that this is approximately the proportion orf 
expenditure incurred by district boards and municipalities in main- 
taining their mileage of roods. Of the 25 per cent, to be retained 
by the Local Government, a portion will be spent on roads round* about 
Calcutta, because the major |x>rtion of the tax is collected in Calcutta. 
So, in the interests of the motorists of (jslcutfa, it js only fair that 
a good portion of it should be spent on roads which lead to Calcutta 
or radiate from Calcutta, but are not within the limits of the Calcutta 
Municipality. On this principle, it was also agreed to by the Road 
Board that there should be an annual contribution of R«. 50,000 for the 
next six years towards the maintenance of the present Howrah Bridge 
which is in a dilapidated condition, and also for the construction of the 
new Howrah Bridge on condition that the provisions of the Howrah 
Bridge Act which entitles the Commissioners of the Howrah Bridge to 
impose taxation on vehicular traffic in and round about Calcutta should 
not be exercised. This is the advice of the Provincial Road l|oard to 
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Government which may or may not *be acceptable to them. The 
Provincial Road Board have not yet received any assurance cm this 
point from the Commerc e Department or from the Bridge Commissioners. 

* 

So, the basis of distribution has been settled now, and the actual 
distribution remains to be done, and this can only be done, Sir, 
when we find out the mileage of roads maintained by district boards 
and municipalities, and as soon as calculations can he settled, we 
propose to distribute the amount that has already been collected. 

« 

I hope this will satisfy the hon’ble mover, and he will withdraw 
his motion. 

Dr. NAREBH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: What is going to be 
done with regard to Rs. 11, 60, (MX) saved this year? 

The Hon’Mt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The amount will 
be distributed to the local bodies, and no attempt will be made, I c£» 
assure the mover, to augment the resources of the provincial Govern- 
ment out of the proceeds of the motor vehicles tax. 

(The time limit for this demand having been reached the motion 
of Dr. Nuresh Chandra Sen Gupta was put and lost.) 

The main demand under the head “41 and 60 — Civil Works” was 
then put and agreed to. 

(At this stage, the allotted time in connection with Demands for 
Grants as a whole was reached.) 

The following motions were, therefore, put and agreed to: — 

That a sum of Rs. 56,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ”43 — Famine Relief.” 

That a sugi of Rs. 55,26,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
heads ”45 — Superannuation allowances and pensions” and ”60B — 
Commuted value of pensions not charged to revenue.” 

That a sum of Rs. 20,37,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ”46 — Stationery and Rrinting.” 

That a sum of Rs. 16,75,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ”47 — Miscellaneous.” 

That a sum of Rs. 6,42,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘‘Expenditure in England.” 

That a su ty pt Rs. 12,02,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
hdad "Loans and Advances.” 

That a st£m of Rs. 1,41,000 be granted for expenditure under Urn 

head "Depreciation fund — Government presses.” 

* , 
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Tht Hon’Mt Mr. J. A. WOODH1AD: I beg to move that a sum 

of Rs. 50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “47 — Mis- 
cellaneous — Miscellaneous and unforeseen charges” to meet the cost 
of the military forces stationed at Chittagong and at other places in 
Bangui. 

* I have nothing toudd to the memorandum which has been circulated 
and is in the hands of the members. 

Maulvi HAS8AN ALIS 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 50,000 under the head “47 — Miscellaneous — Miscellaneous and un- 
foreseen charges to meet the cost of the military’ forces stationed at 
Chittagong and at other places in Bengal” be reduced by R«. 100 
(to protest against the shooting of two Muslim villagers on the night 
of*the 7th March, 1933, at Bongaon in Kazan thana in the district of 
Chittagong) . 

Sir, the object of my tabliug this motion is obvious from the reasons 
stated in the motion itself. I have no soft corner in ray heart for 
agitators and terrorists in the land; rather I regard terrorists and 
terrorist crimes as gicut enemies to the country’s cause. Terrorists iu 
my opinion are really enemies to nationalism iu India; but neverthe- 
less I must say thut the Government and its officers have no right in 
any wuy to take the lives of innocent persons. Sir, the incident at 
Chittagong is an instance in point. It is briefly this. 

The military were in search of some absconding terrorists on the 
night of the 7th March last. They came across two persons under 
suspicious circumstances, who failing to halt when challenged by the 
patrol party on duty were shot down by the latter who believed them to 
be absconders attempting to escape. It was too late w'hen the mistake 
was discovered; ft appeared that the patrol jmrty fired to kill the two 
innocent persons. Sir, we are very often told in this House, when 
legislation with regard to the suppression of terrorist crimes was passed, 
that the utmost care would be taken by the authorities at the time 
of enforcing the provisions of the Acts, I ask the Government what 
sort of care was taken by these officers when this tragedy took {dace. 
Theee persons appeared to the patrol party to be suspicious but 1 
ask Government what were the circumstances which caused this sus- 
picion in the mind* of the persons who fired at and killed them; 
because suspicion is a thing which is very often more subjective than 
objective. Therefore I ask what were the circumstances which pro- 
duced this state of mind in the military officers who fired the shots. 
It may be said thut tbey were challenged to halt and they did not 
halt and therefore they were fired at and killed. But is ft not a fact 
that innocent villagers like these two men were to be naturally sujipoeed 
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to be'ignorant of the lules oi challenge?* From press reports it appears 
that tKe District Magistrate held an inquiry into the mattefr the follow* 
ing day and he was kind enough to issue rules of challenge directing 
the people to halt when challenged but, Sir, to my fhind the wonder 
of all wonders is that the rules were not issued beforehand, but more 
wonderful still is the fact that the military forces at Chittagong who 
are not newly stationed there — should not have known them or should 
not have been alive to the necessity of such rules being announced 
to the people. Sir, Chittagong has been the hotted of the troops fir 
a very long time ami I therefore challenge the Government to tell us why 
the rules of challenge were not issued beforehand to the military. Sir, 
there are mistakes and mistakes, but am I to understand that mistakes 
of killing men in cold blood are mistakes of fact or mistakes of law 
or of what? Am I not entitled to say that the killing of these two 
innocent persons, who were also innocent of any rules whatsoever 
of challenge and halting by the military’ forces and the patrol party, 
was culpable negligence in discharging their duty and am I not right 
if I hold that these officers were guilty of culpable homicide? I want 
to know what were the circumstances which impelled this patrol party 
to commit such a grave mistake, if mistake it can be at all called. 
With these few words I do protest against such indiscriminate killing 
of the two persons at Chittagong. 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 support the motion 
moved by my friend Maulvi Hassnn Ali. It is very- difficult to speak 
in the language of moderation on such a matter. Sir, some time ago 
the Hon'ble Mr. Prentiee was pleased to state on the floor of this 
House that hunting of terrorists was a part of the duty of the police 
and also the duty of men of his department. In that case I fail to 
understand why the troops have been employed in doing this sort of 
police work. Sir, when the troops were sent to this province we were 
given to understand that they would have the effect of giving courage 
to the people of the province as well as to Government servants. They 
Were not ewtainly sent here to find out terrorists hiding in the districts I 


Mr. PRESIDENT! Are these your introductory remarks or what? 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: No, Sir, I am speaking 

against the policy adopted — - 

nr. PRESIDENTS The motion has been very much narrowed down 
by the mover's statement of reasons. It is, in fact, confined: to a 
specific incident. 

Mr. liiANTLSHEKHAREEWAR ray: I am leading up to that, 

Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not object to your making any intro- 
ductory remarks which you may think fit to make; but I must teO 
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you that the specific issue befofo the House is a particular incident 
j»nd I want. you not to go beyond the limits of that incident. • 

Mr. .^HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: I shall confine myself 
to the motion wider discussion, Sir. What 1 suggest is that Govern 
ment should at once change their policy of sending out these military 
parties to hunt out terrorists. If they do not do so, mistakes of this 
nature are likely to happen and apart from the regrettable nature of 
such an incident itself, it is likely to have far reaching effects. It 
will bring the troops into contempt; it will create a feeling of bitter* 
ness against the troops in the mind of the people and the whole effeot 
that Government intended to produce by bringing these troops to 
Bengal will be frustrated. We do not want to look upon these troop* 
as an engine of oppression like the police forces in this province. 
Sir, we have been often criticising the atrocious activities of the police 
and I pray that Government should not bring in His Majesty’s troops 
to similar discredit in the country. It has been stated in high quarters 
that the people of Bengal will be sorry when the troops withdraw 
from the province. I hope, Sir, that the people of Bengal will be 
really sorry when the troops will be removed but if they go on shooting 
in this fashion, the feeling of the people will be that the sooner they 
are away the better. As regards this particular instance so far as 
I have been able to gather, there was certainly no justification for 
the shooting. What happened is this : certain villagers were going 
about in the pursuit of their ordinury business and the* military party 
perhaps with very little local knowledge thought that they were terro- 
rists — I do not know how such an idea got into their heads — and they 
began to pursue the villagers. One should have thought that it would 
be quite natural especially in a mu fa* ml place like this village that 
the villagers should get frightened and try to run 41 way if they were 
not terrorists. But if they were terrorists perhaps they would have 
turned round and fired a shot or two at the military party. They 
did nothing of the kind and ran away as any other villager would run 
away. Obviously under such .circumstances at least the leader of the 
military patrol party ought to have had sufficient intelligence to realise 
that the persons who were running away were not terrorists and he 
could have easily got the help of the local villagers to stop them 
and ascertain why they were running away; but he <fld nothing of the 
kind, arid they shot and shot effectively and killed these innocent 
persons. Well, Government, or some one on behalf of Government, 
may express sorrow, but that does not help the poor relatives of the 
deceased. Government must realise that mere expressions of sorrow 
wean nothing. They have given expressions of such sorrow more 
than once for shooting innocent person*: They shot innocent persons 
at Hijli camp the other day : well, that was followed by an expression 
of sorrow, nothing more. In t&i* instance we are gifen to under- 
stand that the relatives of the two unfortunate ^victims are {going to 
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be awarded some compensation as if somfc monetary compensation will 
be of any avail. Sir, it is not the men who fired the shots that I 
blame. I blame the man who sanctioned this policy — this policy of 
employing troops, in a remote village unfamiliar with k>cal conditions, 
to fire without provocation. The blame for this must rest on the 
head of that gentleman who passes such orders and not on men who 
fired the shots. I hope, Sir, that after this regrettable incident the 
Government will have the wisdom to issue orders that the troope 
may be confined to their propei functions. They 9 should be kept i# 
reserve and if there is any armed rebellion they may be used to 
suppress it. But so long as there is no armed rebellion they should 
not be allowed to take action. Perhaps these route marches of the 
troops may have some salutary effect in certain areas where feelings 
are strained or where there is likely to be any outburst of an agrarian 
or communal nature. The troops should be kept in reserve to meet 
some such situation and not detailed on duty they are not trained 
to discharge. * 

Mr. R. N. REID: Before coming to the substance of this motion it 
is my duty to say that Government, naturally, view with profound 
regret the tragic incident which is the subject of this motion and they 
wish to extend their sympathy to the dependents of those two unfor- 
tunate persons who lost their lives on the 7th March. They have also 
decided to grant compensation to their dependents, and as soon as 
recommendations are received from the local officers comjiensation will 
be grunted. The speeches that we have heard have laid a heavy 
measure of blame on the soldiers who were concerned in this incident, 
and on the Government whose orders they were carrying out. I think. 
Sir, if blame is to be fastened on any one - and I personally doubt very 
much if this is a case where blame can justly be fastened on any one-- 
it should be fastened not on the soldiers who were the instruments by 
which these two men lost their liveB, not on those two unfortunates 
tbemifelf^ jrho ^y their ill-advised action in running away raised sus- 
picion that tlttey were guilty persons, not on Government who had been 
compelled to take these special measures to deal with the terrorist move- 
ment, but on the Jerrortots themselves. (Hear, hear. ) It is due to their 
existence and to their continued activities in the Chittagong district 
that these measures have been brought into force, and it is due to those 
terrorists that two humble homes have been deprived of their btead 
winners. And, Sir, what are the facts of the case? The mover of 
the motion several times asked what are the facts. I am endeavouring 
to give theih. In moving his motion he begged two ver^ salient ques- 
tions. One was fftis : he implied — at least this was the Implication any 
reasonable person would draw from his speech — that the two men did 
nothing but tfiey were shot down in cold blood. That is not correct, 
flecondty, he implied that no previous warning was given of the orders to 



.SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 731 

He people that they should halt when they were told to do so. Tfoat also 
; is incorrect.* The position was that a series of operations had been 
undertaken because the district authorities had reliable information 
that a number *>f absconders — terrorist absconders — were lurking in 
certain areas comprising three thanas Boalkhali, Patiya and Roasan 
and relying on that information they undertook these measures which 
the troops were called in to assist. I do not think any one will deny 
that there was good reason to believe that there were terrorists about in 
Ghittagong. It wa^only six months since the abominable outrage at 
Pabartali took place, it was only a few weeks ago that the notorious abs- 
conder Surya Sen was captured. Having this information they put in 
force these measures to endeavour to round up these absconders. There 
was a military post on tin* north hank of the river in a village called 
Quepara and there was another jarst on the south bank of the same 
river. The patrol in question consisted of an Assistant Sub- Inspector, 
a non-commissioned officer and three Gurkha riflemen. They had orders 
to keep a sharp look-out for any one who might be crossing the river, 
due to our action on the other side of the river, to stop them and 
examine them. A curfew order was in force so that any one moving 
about in the dark was ipso facto liable to suspicion. These rifllemen 
who formed this patrol were not new to their work, they had been on it 
before and their experience up to then had l>een that any one when 
asked to do so would halt. It therefore gave them ground for strong 
suspicion when this juirticulnr little party of men got out of their 
sampan and did not stop when challenged but ran away some consider- 
able distance showing every sign of being determined to getting away. 
They ran right through the village into the open beyond. The Gurkha 
riflemen were falling behind and thought that there was every reason to 
believe that these men were dangerous absconders, and judging from 
their previous experience and from what had happened that particular 
night they were justified in firing. They felt that they could not 
catch them up, and they took the steps they did in order*to stop them, 
with the result we all know. That is what happened. They did so in 
perfectly good faith and it is very difficult to blame them. (Mr. N. K. 
Baku: It was not cold-blooded because they were running.) I say that 
the circumstances show that there was ever^ reason to tydieve that these 
men were absconders from the action they took. Cold-blooded shooting 
it would have been if they had stood still and done nothing. I may 
add that this is the first time that Muhammadans or any one failed to 
stop when called upon to stop, and the fact that they were in Muham- 
madan drees was no proof that they were innocent persons. One abs- 
conder who wgs recently arrested was disguised as a Muhammadan. 
I have endeavoured to explain the circumstances of the case in as plain 
a language as I could, and I have endeavoured to show thjt the charge 
of indiscriminate firing and cold-blooded shooting is unfounded. One 
of the speakers used the word “indiscriminate/' Well, I submit, Sir, 
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that the word “indiscriminate’' has no ‘hearing on thil incident.' In- 
discriminate firing 1 — what does that mean? (Mr. Shakti Shekmarks- 
wae Ray: Firing without discrimination.) I think, Sir, the word I 
heard was “indiscriminate” and I fail to see any differtnce between the 
expression “indiscriminate” and “without discrimination.” It seems to 
me a distinction without a difference. As I was saying, Sir, an instance 
of indiscriminate firing that would easily come to one’s mind would 
be that which took place at Pahartali on the 24th September last year 
when a gang of terrorists surrounded a room full pf harmless unarm&l 
men— and not only men but women— fired at them and threw bombs at 
them : that was indiscriminate firing. But the action of these riflemen 
in completely good faith on the night of the 7th March was not indis- 
criminate firing in any sense of the word. I trust that having given 
what I believe to be a fair and unbiased account of what happened, 
perhaps the mover of the motion will withdraw it. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was then put and a division tak en 
with the following result: — 


am, RMtvt Mum. 

HIM, MaaM IH MaJM. 

Bata, Mr. Raraatra Kaaiar. 
MmMmI, Bala Klakarl Malta, 
•ktwikary, Na)i Ba4i A km *4. 
©ktwtavry, Maalvl AMal «fcaal. 
faaafji, Maaivi Nvr Rakaua Kfcaa. 
Failtttah, Maaivi MakannaS. 


AYE*. 

Hafclai, MaaAf AMal. "" 
Haaaa, Kaxi K«4taal. 

MaiM. Mr. It. 

Mai MaktaaJ, MaalaSra Dak. 
Ray, Mr. Ikaati Iktkfcaraawar. 
Raat, taka Haaaal. 

I«a Rapta, Dr. Hartik Okaatfra. 
•kafc, Maalvl AMat HaaiM. 


NOES. 


Mat, NmMaii Kfcvajt Makanaiatf, Rkaa 


W. L 

DM* taka Last Kaaiar. 


*r. I. A t 
■am, Mr. N. M. 

Partial MM Jlaa’Mt Batrak K. t. Rkaa 


Pavaai, Mr. L R. 

trncm, Rk Sakata latB Hair. 

•fc aa a avi, tta H*a*kM AJM4J Hr AMaMarlai 

Make*, Mr. R. R. * 

hfk, Nr. A A 

Mwtaraa a. Mr. A. A A 

Msq, Mr. A P. 

Mkapar, Mr. A A 


la t fc —rj Mr.A, It I. 

■1*1, Mr. L. T. 

MKMMIa, Mr. ». A ,, T » 

MMMr, tka ttaatM NrYraaatk kk aata r . 
MaaMmar, Mr. If. A 


Rag, Rtvtrtta t. A. 

RtiiaiaMla. tka Hrvtk Mr. Kkarafa. 
Rartaa, Mr. N. R. 

PkMpat, Mr. M. A a. 

Prtattaa, tka Maa’Ma Mr. W. 9 . R. 
Prartar, LL-OaL A. M. 

Rakaaa^Mr. A. 

Rakaiaa, Mr. A. f . M. AMa*. 


Ray OkfSk a ry, Mr. K. A 
INM, Mr. R. A 
Ray, I 
Pay. I 


tartar, Rai toMk Rakatt fl 


Ir. N. A 
AW. A 

TkiMfiaa, Mr. W. A 
* TamwaA Mr. A P. Y. 
WRktaaaa, Mr. N. «. 

Wttalata, «k MkWMa Mr. A A 
WarSmrtk, Mr. 1*. A 


The ayea being 18 and noee 49 the motion was lost. 
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having been peached, the original supplementary 
demand under head "47 — Miscellaneous " was then put and agreed to. 


SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

30— Etiantiffo Departments. 

* Tht HoffMe Mr.,J. A. WOODHEAD: 1 beg to move on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor that a sum of Us. 660 
be granted under the head “30 — Scientific Departments" to cover the 
anticipated excess over the voted grant under that head during the cur- 
rent financial year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Spatial motion under section 7SA of tho Bengal Legislative Council 
y -% . N« and Standing Ordars. 

The Hon*blo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir, I beg to 
move that this Council recommends to the Government that they 
guarantee the loan of Its. 40,000 to he made by the Imperial Bank of 
India to the Rangpur District Board. 

In commending this motion to the acceptance of the House I ven- 
ture to submit that the Rangpur District Board suffered great loss due 
to earthquake in July, 1930, and they stand in need of money for repair- 
ing the damaged buildings and bridges. After long* negotiations with 
the Co-operative Credit Society their proposal to take a loan from them 
fell through. Then they approached the Imperial Bank. Crider the 
Local Authorities Jioans Act no such guarantee is necessary, hut the 
Imperial Bank is not quite satisfied with the provisions of the Act, 
because it provide* that the Local Government can attach the properties 
of the defaulting local body, but then* is no express provision for pay- 
ment by Government to the creditor. Oli these grounds they have 
asked for this guarantee from Government (to which they can easily 
agree), because Government collect the cess and hand over a very 
large amount to the district board which will be sufficient guarantee 
against any default by the district board. As it may commit Govern* 
ment to expenditure in future ^realising this amount,* it is necessary 
that they should have the sanction of the Council. On these grounds 
I place this motion for the acceptance of the House. 

The motion was put and agreed 4a. 



limitation 
of time of 
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other than 
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Procedure 
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m .AMENDMENT Of STANDING OBDEB8 [£9 th M^., 


« * 


Motions for the amo ndni o n t of ttniMng Outers. 

i 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAEU: I move for leave to hmend 
Standing Orders as follows : — ^ 

(t) That after Standing Order 7 the following new Standing Order be 
inserted, namely: — 


7A. (7) On the day or days allotted by the Governor for the disposal 
of non-official business under rule 6, the President may, if he thinks f(|, 
allot the maximum limit of time that may be m&le available for any 
item of such business, other than non-official Bills. 

(2) As soon as the maximum limit of time for discussion is reached, 
the President may forthwith put every question necessary to dispose of 
the motion under discussion. 


(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-Bection (4) of 
Standing Order 34, the President may also, in cases where he has allotted 
the time under sub-section (7), prescribe a time-limit for speeches 
shorter than that referred to in that Standing Order. 


(Section 20A.) * * 

(«) That after Standing Order 68 the following new Standing Order 
be inserted, namely: — 

68A. Notwithstanding anything contained in std»'#eqtion (7) of 
Standing Order 6 or in sub-section (2) of Standing Order 7, on the written 
requisition of not less than twenty-five members, sent in at least two days 
in advance, that a resolution be taken out of its turn, and with the 
consent of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department concern*! 
and of the President, the President shall intimate that leave is granted 
by the House to the course proposed and shall state the time at which 
sueh resolution shall be taken : * 

Provided that not more than two resolutions shall be so taken out of 
tbeir turn oil any one day : 

Provided also that in fixing the time at which the resolution 
he taken, the President shfll see that members are given at least 24 
hours’ notice of the same. '’* 


(Section 77A.) 


(m) Tfcfct in sub-section (7) of Standing Order * 

(a) the wohfs “or a resolution on wh$A a J 

first priority and which remains undisposed » 
the session” shall be omitted; < * 


* .fctedhia 

at the end' of 




: AHIKBIDOTT <fr&T AN DITO OBMBS,, 


TO 


(b) the*worda “and suck resolution shall, if the member who has 
given notice of it fbtiinatea in writing before the holding of 
the ballot for the next session his desire to proceed Vith it, 
. be carried over to the next session and shall, together with 
any mmendments thereto of which notice has been given, be 
set down for discussion for such day or days as are available 
for non-Official business in the order in which it stands and 
shall be given precedence to* the resolutions to be balloted 
for for that session*’ shall be omitted. 


(tv) That in sub-section ( 2 ) of Standing Order 7, the words, figures Am 
and brackets “except as provided in sub-section (/) of Standing Order gJJJ 
6” shall be omitted. Ord 

85 

•(v) That in the second proviso to Standing Order 63, the words and a» 
figure “exclusive of afiv resolution carried over under the provisions of 
Standing Order 6“ shall be omitted. q£J 

( 8 * 

70 .) 

Explanatory Note. 


Some action should be taken at once to put a stop to the present 
deadlock in the case of the Agenda Paper of resolutions. 

2. Under the rules as they stand — vide section 20 (2), the order of 
priority of absolutions is determined by ballot. Under section 19 (7), the 
order of priority 4gi settled by ballot is final. 

3. . Jn addition to the ballot, section 19 (/) also restricts the order 
of precedence by providing that first priority resolutions not disposed of 
^at one session may be carried over to the next session and “be set down 
* for discussion in the order in which they stand” %nd shall be given 
precedence to the resolutions to be ballotted for for that session. 

4. The motive underlying the latter procedure, whif h was adopted 
by the Council In 1926, was to give each member an opportunity, once 
during bis membership, of bringing a matter before the House for 
disenssioff. 

IS. While ibis is an estimable idea, it has resulted in over-burdening 
the order paper and shutting out important resolutions from being 
br ou ght before the House fpr discussion; in other word*, of making the 
order paper wooden Wnd inelastic. One result of this inelasticity is that 
tnuqisytly the House is counted out for want of a quorum on the ground ' 
that tile bound by the rules to go through a resolution paper containing 
" Meekptions which are dpi of date or of ntinor tapoiinoo^ of pwechukl 
intarMt,'Md tho , Jo, 4a nMmL * .. 

iaotaae* of 'tea in portent Mw&tion Mag ohoi oat for • 

■ rna SS— M i **■•> moy bo node tote* n-;* — nooliitim 



m ' jLiasDumr op-sritfsiii© obdibs. [2»m 

of Hr. J. N.'Oapto. Ttue ne»pWW tbit tffanA on tke orjer paper 
in July, 1931, Wt iLm, n3t|0«*f op fill the session of*lJt February, 
1932. ' t - 

6. A glance at*tfcs Li||fof Resolutions issued since 1931 compared 

with those that^have "been dealt, with mil show ecampfe after example 
of He Council's time^Thg wasted <W* compesetivaly unimportant and 
parochial matters, White uaspl^ipns raising important fiu$»tjpns /elating 
to the province Is ^ whole have been crowded out by the mechanical 
process of the baltet ‘ * v * 

7. ; White h te important that the interests ^minority members 
should be safeguarded as far as possible, 4t is more im^ort^it thatfaoili- 
ties should be givea for th* 'discussion of important matterMiiectinjj the 
major intprests of the province. It may be pointed out here thptit is 
hot proposed to interfere with the procedure already ^prescribed fpr non- 
pfficial Bills as the same difficulty has hot been felt in itgord fif them* * 

8. In thy amendments proposed, it is ^ided to jfveifynne the 

difficulties % attacking tliem from throe &refetions. ... 1 • 

The first amendment proposes to empower the VrepidlOt to fera time 
Within which a resolution may be disposed of, and to limit the deration 
of speeches, in his discretion. 7 4rfi * 

This method is not unknown in aur rples and standing orders and to 
aome extent is followed in section |I9 # in regard to the Budget, where the 
Governor fixes the time and the President prescribes the duration of the 
speeches. 

It is again found in section 90, in regard to the voting of Demands, 
where the Governor flues the time and when that time has expired the 
guillotine falls. * 

9. The second amendment empowers theefiouse, with certain restric- 

tions, to select important resolutions notwithstanding .the order of 
precedent obtained by the ballot! * . ^ J/** "■ 

... T hi* power of selection is ala© not unparliamentary as ip the House bf 
Comaums. i u fetaadia^Grder 27A, this power fa given ^p"tbe Speaker, 

* cr in Ut&i^ttee to the Chairmap of Ways and Mhaas, the Deputy 
^Chairman, ou;bis own authority. Standing Order rpns — *■ " 

“27A. In respect of any motion *? any 8$1 utyle* consideration 
either inwoffimi&ee of the whole House or ow i;a y ii ^l)ir. Sypittr, ar te 
committee the Chairman of Ways and Keans, enAthe Depute Chairmah, 
shaBlme power to aafa^b the up# ekusas or aiuandiaaate te h| p|f^aaod, 
C'-*«d may, if be think* It, eall npm any member *ho. to gifan notice of 
s amd^riiyUQ aiiri musk exdiiyaatioii of th# nfeiati m tyaaiuliiMt 
' m mf of W l rtMp i * judgment upon Iff* * £ ' ■ _ 

- Is pronoto, the initiative i*Mt to tfco jBts-ol'tfif 

H fft u #M^iibedSl fee iy?lail masters a| fetef wHuataoi mndilr~ the 
gStept oi ' Hi 1 j^p|jp|M it* 



fglW.] AMfiNDMEHT.bj OED^BS 7*7 

f : * 10. alsobetft tijre^ ^ eitITtt the ,HoG»e or 

government beilig taken by eurpnae^at^in th^ca^^tlSfrertiment, the 
pgwvibuB sanction of the Member-in-chks^p is to be ^5* a accessary 
precedent to thj wsoktion being taken np md^onhe case of the House* 
i|a President has to concur and to tbflr suitabie tuae. It is also provided 
« that 4 ^ least two daye’^atice of the nrquisttioif sWld be given, amfthat 
membecs sh*4d lave at least one day’s notice. * , ^ “ 

Tbe ord#of precedence obtained by bailptis also safeguarded to some 
extent by the proviso that not more than two i^ohstfons shall bp token* : 
put of their^rn *u any one' da| and this also tej$U to safeguard the 
interest* *T*aiiibrfty members; * ^ , V* ? • 

r *• M tb? Ihfrd amendment proposes to repeal the provision* of 
Stand Tug Order 6 $)> section 19 (7), which permits the carrying over of 
first pjfiyrii^^esplntions. ^ , * v * . 

f The result of this provision has been the carrying over of resolutions, 
which, teq^h#, by thepalnge of time, have lost their^portance or 
' urgency, and -which thereby Mock the wqy tojlhe discn»»ion of more 
important and up-to-date Matter* which may have arisen during the, 
course:*! time between one session and another. 

The amendments foUqying, M* consequential' to the amendment of 
•>>ttui<iing Urd»» &,&}■ ^ i _ * , 

' 12/ ""ArtrmneDts my be used against the proposed changes— that the 
rules themselves provide parliamentary weapons to (lenl with the 
difficulty, viz . — 


(7) the closure; - 

(2) opportunities to fern the adjournment of House; 

(s3) appctrtuniti es to move apsotal ^notions Wder section T8A. 

** In regard to the closure, it t»ayi* Rotated out that w 

onfy meant t* be used then aila^y tactics ar* frlibwetaly being used to . 
prevent a $ta befog taken tmd Atjt Wth the intent to stifle discussion. . 
* Moreover, the closure fW*s«rbitf|tiily on the mlnhrit/ and it » not the 
intention that the min<w«i aWM not be given ft hearing or that they 
•tkonld Mat fie p O gBiti ffitO ventilate grifvaneth or bring-upr proposals 
■ before the Hoaee. <0k*. * • , * ' . , t 

Tin feq&it application of the cEwure to pi over the difficulty vftmld^ 
.therefore," be a misuse oi the power given By notion 46. ' l » 

' T I*Shely5«iy frequent recourse tfteeciieft 7anJ ^ Rule" and 

Standing Ordete-aiMeurnment of the Council-to brj«t «P P ro J’^f[ or 
''Ibtmioa.vrhich Wtptoarily composed'^ a T^“ t *"J£ uU - ) , fc ? * 
muftkeAf .Ae jovftej^f and the same remarks fpply ^•«Wn'»A- 
special motions* *' f * 
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^ ■ '* . f ' * .* * . * * 

14: Inhere if no doubt thajt if hh&tfLt^dinenti proposed are embodied 
* in the l^ules and Standing 6r<Je»> it f!ll result in the lightening o! the 
resolution papfer ^nd'nf effect|Bg*ir &ore useful outturn of public w§rk of 
the class contemni&nd bf resolutions, and, most important of alT, result, 
perhaps, in the atlotfoent of more time by the Governor f f or the exercise 
of this very importftt fftrfctifft of the Council. . f 

* V*'" 

A MEMBKH : I pbjecf*to it. 

In a thin House ft objection was taken to leave being granted^ - ^The 
^members insupport of the motion were asked to rise in thei* seats. \ 
count was Wen takeff lJcV as the number warf foljM^to bfi#hori of the 
requisite inimbe% fhe President informed the mAyfltffthat be had not 
tjie leave of Wejtamfy , > 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., dfi^Thur&li&y, the 30th 
Afuroh, 1933. 


’*aa 
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(Q.) stands for question : (S. Q.) stands for supplementary question. , 


Act, IMipi Rcftetriticn 

Prosecutions under the— in the district of' 
the* 24-Parganaa : <Q.) 529. 530. 

AifcamiMat : 74,**J2I. 179. 230. 282. 318, 
300, 426, 477. 522, 582, 625, 090. 738. 
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iN Atcam-8tagal Railway* : (Q. ami 

8. Q.) 28-30. 
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Steps taken to impart : (Q.) 523, 524. 
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(Q.) 31, 241, 647-640. 

Alaipar Kkal 

Scheme regarding re-excavation of : 
(Q.) 581. 

All, Man hr! Hanna 

Declaration of a moratorium : (8. Q.) 129. 
Demands for grant— 

6— Land revenue t 158-159. 

0— Excise: 197. 

9 — Registration : 264. 

24— Police: 467. 

31— Education (Transferred) : 534-536. 
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47— Miscellaneous : 727, 728, (Supple- 
mentary}. 
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Force: (Q.) 319. * 
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appointments in district offices : (Q. and 
8. Q.) 46, 88. 


All, Maahrl lytf NaaiMr 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Oovemitwnt 
(.Second Amendment). 1032 : 59-63, 66. 
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(Q.) 76-77. 
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(Q.) 83-84. 
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Leave refused to move a motion regard* 
ing: 733-738. 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L 

Demands for gsapt— 

9 A -Scheduled taxee : 294, 265.“ 

37 -Medical: 613-919. 

37— Miscellaneous departments: 713, 

714,715. . 

Holding of Stale lotteries : (Q. and 8, Q.) 

i22, m. 

Aauta H MUM m * rMnkml* * 

w riw auQ.im. 

Infill MMtMNHI 

Recruitment of : (Q.) 237-338. 

A^wcffic ocmmHlH 

Action taken upon the report of tt* i 

m *M*. 

My f4aHM i <Q.) 27,28. 124. 128. 
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Saktfc, MwMAyte MaJM 

Agricultural education in middle English 
school* in the province : (8. Q.) 524. 

Attachment of Mbs Kalpana Dutt’s 
father’s properties : (8. Q.) 14. 

Declaration of a moratorium : (S. Q.) 128. 

Demands for grant — 

26 — Police : 513. 

Establishment of the Council Depart- 
ment : (S. Q.) 10, 20. 

Kalukhali-Bhatipara Branch on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway : (Q. and S. Q.) 
831-633. 

Mosquito curtains supplied to prisoners in 
the Palma Jail : (8. Q.) 84. 

Number of officers in the Calcutta Police 
Force: (8. Q.) 320-321. 

Petrol and Motor Vehicles Tax : Utiliza- 
tion of : (S. Q.) 640. 

Price of paddy at Chittagong : (8. Q.) 524, 
525. 

Reduction of froe studentships in the 
Dacca Division : (S. Q.) 232. 
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Department: (S. Q.) 528. 

Road Cess Act : (8. Q.) 185, 188. 

Staffs of the Legislative Department and 
the Council Department : (8. Q.) 030. 
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mans : {8. Q.) 642. 
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Demand for grant — 
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Local ministerial officers in the civil and 
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26— Polioe : 468, 460, 486, 487. 
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(8. Q.) 372. 
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(Q.) 693. 
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5— Land revenue : 164-165. * 

6— Excise : 194, 195, 190. 
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22 — General administration : 345*347. 
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426, 431, 433, 434, 462. 
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508-509. 

31— Education (Transferred) : 546-54t 
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Establishment of the Council Depai 
raent: (Q. and 8. Q.) 16, 17, 18, 19. 
Mosquito curtains supplied to prisoners 
the Pabna Jail : (8. Q.) 85. 

Staffs of the Legislative and the Count 
Departments : (Q. and 8. Q.) 628-629. 

Buksra 

Deaths from malaria in the district o 
(Q.) 80*81. 

Present number of Cattle in the distri 
of : (Q.) 626. 

Btte Jftwteratal 

Action taken upon the Report of tl 
Ayurvedic Committee: (Q. and 8. Q 
16*27. 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Govenuna 
% (Seoond Amendment), 1932 : 41-41, 6 
62,66*67. 
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Castes, classification of: (Q. and S. Q.) 
569*571. 

Declaration of a moratorium : (S. Q.) 129. 
Demands for grant— 

6 — Excise : 201. 

22 — General administration : 308-311, 
328, 333, 345, 353*356, 378*383, 385. 

Btepreased classes, definition of : (Q. and 
8. Q.) 563-566. * 

Depr ess e d classes, list of : (Q. and 8. Q.) 
567*568. 

Detenu Satindransth Sen of Hamml : 
(Q. and 8. Q.) 85-86. 

Grant to the Sanskrit Association : (Q. and 
8 !q.) 371*372. 

Mosquito curtalhs supplied to prisoners in 
\he Pabna Jail : (8. Q.) 85. 

Scheduled castes : (8. Q.) 575, 676. 

Special motion regarding Poona Pact 
5*2-99, 119. 

Staff of the Legislative Department and 
the Council Department : (S. Q.) 630. 

Bata, late Jatintfra Nath 

Demands for grant 

25—Jail* and convict settlements: 448. 
26— Police : 460, 461. 

32— Medical : 607-608. 

33— Public Health : 655-656. 

Tax realised under the Bengal Motor 
Vehicles Act : (Q.) 32. 

Bam, Mr. Naraatfra Ka«ar 

Action taken upon the Report of the 
Ayurvedic Committee : (8. Q.) 27. 
Anopheles ludlowii : (8. Q.) 84. 

Bengal Census Report, 1931 : (8. Q.) 
126. 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Government, 
(Second Amendment), 1932 : 45, 60, 63, 

64, 68. 

Demands for grant— 

6— Excise : 204-206. 

8— ^Forest*, etc. : 222, 223, 224. 

9— Registration : 245, 246. 

XIII, ete.-'—lrrifatkm : 286*246. 
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Ba», Mr. NartNni Kwntr 

Demands for grant — • 

22— General administration : 199*30 
311, 316, 317, 318, 329*330, 932, 331 
340, 341. 343. 349*351, 369. 

24 — Administration of justice : S99*40< 
403*404, 410*413.421. 

26— Police : 460, 501*505. 

31 — Education (Transferred): 535. 531 
556. 

33- Public Health : 651, 052, 659. 

35— Industrie# : 688-688, 700. 
Expenditure in England : 36. 

Depressed classes, definition of: (8. Q 
566. 567. 

Depressed daises, number of : (N, Q.) 571 
Establishment of the Council Dejiartment 
(8. Q.) 17, 18, 20. 

Holding of State lotteries : {H. Q.) 12) 
124. 

Ministerial off.cer# in the office* of tli 
District. Judge and District Magistral 
of Fanil pur : (8. Q.) 636. 

Motion regarding amunUpi un t vj stauditi 
orders ; objected to : 73A->38, 
Percentage of Miuwflliiinns in minister!: 
a|i|wMtitmetits in district offices: (8. Q 
88 . 

Petrol and motor vehicles inj^ utiliratio 
of : (S. Q.) 638. 639. 

.Scheduled castes • (K. Q.) 573, 677. 
Services and functions of the Dorsetahil 
Regiment ami the Eastern Froutii 
Hides stationed #t. Daces : (S. Q.) 827. 
Teaching of Arabic. Persian, etc,, in hig 
and middle English school* : (8. Q.) 241 
Text-book# in the infant class of tl 
Nawab Baliadur's Institution, Mtu 
•slndabad : (8*Q.) 627. 

• Transfer of certain prisoners to the Audi 
mans: (8.Q.) 641,642. 

Biigal BMWM Bifiirt, 1931 I <Q.) 125427 

BMgt) MB 

Issue of a new* edition of the j (Q.) 234, 

BiflM MM p ri wn 1« Mi MMmn 

BMrfet i (Q ) 444*449. 
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UtUmpm JftH 

Pates for “non -official visitors to visit : 

(Q.) 181. 

Ml DOOffitellfO : (Q.) 702-704. 

•HKD 

Bengal Local Self-Government (Second 
Amendment), 1032 — 

(Leave to introduce) : 38-39. 

(Motion that it be taken mto considera- 
tion ; agreed to) : 39. 

(Motion to circulate ; lost): 39-40. 
(DiaouMion on the above two motions) : 
41-53. 

(Consideration of clauses of): 53-56. 
(Motion made that the— as settled in 
Council be passed) : 56-71. 

Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amend- 
ment), 1932— 

(Presentation of the Report of tho 
Select Committee on — ) : 7 1 . 

, (Motion Aoved that the— be taken into 
consideration; agreed to) : 71. 
(Discussion of clauses of — ): 71-73. 
(Motion mado that the — as settled in 
Council be passed ; agreed to) : 73. 

Calcutta Port (Amendment), 1933 — 
(Introduced ; taken into consideration 
and passed) ; 74. 

Howrah Municipal (Temporary Provi- 
sions), 1933 — # 

(Ihtrpduced ) : 73. 

(Consideration of clauses of) : 73-74. 
(Motion that the— as settled in Council 
be passed) : 74. 

Opium (Bengal Amendment) :J 931— 
(Presentation of the Report of the 
Select Committee on— ) ; 37. 

(Motion made that it be taken into 
consideration) : 37. 

(Motion tint the — aa settled in Council 

bepuasd) : ltf. * 
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Bert Uta OBm, Ltd. : (Q.) 648. 
Boter-BtedafftaJ ferry aorvko 

Discontinuance of £he : (Q.) 326. 

Boos, Protein Gteodra, of IMfcpor 
Ootooa : (Q.) 31-32. 

Bom, Mr. 8. M. 

Bengal Census Report, 1931 : (S. Q.j*12 

t 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Govemmei 
(Second Amendment), 1932: 41. 

Demands for grant — 

24 — Administration of justice : 419-42 

32— Medical : 606-007. 

33 — Public Health : 650. 

Land mortgage banks, establishment of- 
in Bengal : (Q.) 429, 430. 

Scheduled castes : (Q. and S. Q.) 573-57 
Special motion regarding Poona Pad 
104, 105. 

Tax realised under the Bengal Mot< 
Vehicles Act : (S. Q.) 32. 

Bom's Wards' Estats, Noakhali 

Complaint against tbetahsildarof Pakurd 
Cutchery : (Q.) 130. 

Calcutta Palke 

Promotion of assistant sub-inspectors i 
the grade of sub-inspectors in tht 
(Q.) 184-185. 

Oakotta Polka Porta 

Number of officers, Hindu and Muhan 
madAn, in the : (Q t ) 319-321. 

Cakutta Port Coanakakoon 

Post* of Audit Inspectors under: (Q.) 23 
239. 

p§rt Trust 

Audit of the aooounta of the: (Q.) 231. 
Total number of officers under t (Q.) 63 
631. 


« : (Q.) 373,374, 


376. 


Ossification of : (Q.) 666-672. 
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Collection of— by district board* from 
GoveAmeni estates : (Q.) 649. 
Revaluation of : (Q.j 691 692. 

Ofcargw far afa ctrk camaa^tka in Dnoca 

«ty: (Q.) 76. 

Chatfcrjas, Mr. t. €. 

B^pgal Census Report, 1931 : (Q.) 125. 
Scheduled caste* : (Q.) 5?2. 

Otumiharf, Khan BahaBar Maalvi Naftznr 
Rahman 

Bogra Loan Office, Ltd. : (Q.) 648. 

Muurffcari, Kik Rkhsri Mahan 

BiN, Opium (Bengal Amendment). 1931 : 
37. 

Concession rate* in railways granted to the 
Agriculture Department ; (Q.) 645, 646. 
Demands for grant : 

5 — Land revenue : 164. 

8 — Excise : 202-204. 

22 — General administration : 301, 302, 
347 349. 

Detenu Subunal Chandra Sarkar : (Q.) 
and (8. Q.) 131. 132. 

OMttiCMC 

Deaf and Dumb School : (Q.) 179. 

Oh aM ar y, Maatvl Rand Ahaar 

Observance of local holidays In the Political 
Department : 240. 

•RfvtfMfy, Ma|i Ml Ahami 

Demands for grant — 

5 — Land revenue : 160, 161 ; 169, 160. 

24 — Administration of justice : 409, 
419. 

26 — Police : 466, 469. 

22 — Medical : 614. 

34— Agriculture : 674.678. 

26— Industries : 710.711. 

41 and 60— Civil worts : 720-722. 


T" 

Convictions in connection ‘with that 

(Q.)26- 

Release of person* taking part in the t 

(Q.) 79-60. 

OtfhRy ft-mthuM ; (Q.)«46, 

6tovte« fittttaraajaa Bkwai ; <Q.) 372-376. 
Oaafwr, Mr. 6. 6. 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Second Amendment ), 1932 : 41 . 

Demands for grant— 

22- General administration ; 304. 

25 Jails and convict settlements t 
460-462. 

26-IViliiat 606-608,515. 

Geo soil Dsy itm sa l 

Establishment of the Bengal Legislative 1 
(Q. and 8. Q.) 16-20. 

Dacca Otty 

Charges for electric consumption ins 
(Q ) 75. « 

Daia, Mr. 8. R. 

Demands for grant— 

26- Police : 463-464. 

31- Educatien (Transferred): 666, 609* 

582. 

Dai, Ral Bahaiar Kaatfal Kaamr 

Chittagong Deaf and Dumb School l 

(Q.)79. 

Priceof paddy at Chittagong ; (Q.) 624. 

Dai ^m H M tr iH giR ira Mi aw 

• Advisory Committee of the Eastern Bengal 
and Aaaasn-Bsugal Railways : <8. Q.) 36, 
Anopheies Ladlowii t (Q.) 83. 

BUI, Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Second Am e n d me nt), 1932 : 43,44,64. 
Charge# for elytrk* consumption in tha 
Dacca City : (Q.) 76. 

Demand for grant — • 

8— Regia^atioa : 227, 2661 
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Dai, Dai Bnifhdnr itlyM*a Ximr 

DoUi Khal Canalisation project : (Q. end 
8. Q.) 23. 

Petrol end motor vehicle* tax, utilisation 
of : (Q.) 637, 638. 

Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee ; 
action taken on the report of the : (Q.) 
428. 

Service* and function* of the Dorsetshire 
Regiment and the Eastern Frontier 
Rifle* stationed- at Dacca: (Q. and 
S.Q.) 326-327. 

Deaths in* tt epidemic fluatM In iMgBl ; 

(Q.) 186-188. 

Demand* for grant* - 

5— Land revenue : 133-176. 

6— Excise : 176-179, 188-218. 

7 — Stamp* : 218-219. 

8 and 8A — Forests, etc.: 219-226. 

9 — Registration: 226-230,242-261. 

9A — Scheduled taxes : 261-268 

XIII 16, 16(1), 16 and 55 Irrigation : 
268-299. 

20— Interest on other obligations : 299. 

22— General administration : 299-318, 328' 
369, 377-394. 

24 — Administration of justice : 394-424. 

26 — -Jails and convict settlements : 424- 
426, 431-468. 

26— Police; 468-618. < 

27 — Ports and pilotage ; 618. 

30— Scientific departments : 618-521. 

31 — Education (Reserved) : 522. 

31— Education (Transferred): 622, 531- 
561. 681-601. 

32 — Medical : 801-621. 

33— Public Health : 62?-625, 650 663. , 

34 — Agriculture : 664-686. 

. 36— Industries : 666-690, 704-713. 

37— Miscellaneous departments j 713-716. 

41 and 60— Civil Work* : 716-726. 

43 — Famine r&f ; 726. 

46 and 60B— Superannuation allowance* 
and pension* ; and commuted value of 
pension* not chqygsd to revenue : 726. 

46 — Stationery and printing ; 726. 
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Demands for grant* — { condd ). 

47 — MiaeeUaceou* ; 726. 

“ Expenditure in England,” Loans and 
Advance*,” and “Depreciation Fund — 
Government Presses”: 34-36,726. 

Demands far great (tupptemaatary ) 

47 — Miscellaneous : 727-733. 

30— Scientific Departments : 733. 

Depressed elgu 

Appointment of— candidates to district 
boards: (Q.) 647. 

Definition of: (Q.) 563-507. 

List of: (Q.) 567,568. 

Number of : (Q.) 577-581. 

Deputatlen upen the Hon'kN Member, Board 
e( Revenue, at Pabna, regarding excessive 

I m petition ef read Cess, etc. : (Q.) 376-377. 

Deputy President (Mr. Ruaur Rahman Khan) 

Establishment of the Council Department : 
17.20. 

Detenu(s)— 

Hamidul Huq of Hooghly . 

Health of: (Q.) 633. 

Nirodo Baran Bhowmik and his brother : 
(Q.)30. 

Probodh Chandra Bose : (Q. ) 3 1 , 32. 
Reduction of allowances of : (Q.) 70. 
Satindranath Ben of Barisal : (Q.) 65-86. 
Subimal Chandra Sarlcar: (Q.) 131-132. 

Divielnafs.) (an) 

Bill— 

Bengal Local Self Government (Seoond 
Amendment), 1932 — 

(That it be circulated for eliciting 
public opinion thereon) ; (loat) : 
22 and 66 : 62-63. 

(That the — as settled in Council be 
passed): (carried) : 63 and 19: 70-71. 

Special motion of Babu Jitendralal 
Bannerjee regarding the Poona Phot : 
(carried): 36qpd27: 121. 
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8—£xciee : Motion of Mr. Narendra 
Huma^Baau regarding a out of Re. 100 
from the .‘^Excise ” budget {failure to 
devote the salt retribution from tlie 
Central Government to organisation and 
encouragement of manufacture of salt 
in the province): (lost): 27 and 64 : 
214-215. 

6—jJSxeiae : Motion of Mr. H. R. Norton 
regarding reduction of Me. 100 from the 
“Excise” budget {to emphasise what 
taxation is required ): (lost) : 18 and 50, 
217-218. 

9A — Scheduled taxes : Motion of Mr. 

P. Banerjt regarding reduction of R* 100 
from the demand for “ Scheduled taxes ” 
(starting of a State lottery managed by 
nthi-officialx m aid of the hospitals 
of Bengal): (lost): 36and51: 203-200. 

15 — Irrigation : Motion of Dr. Xaresh 
Chamlra Sen IJupta regarding reduction 
of Its. 100 from the “Irrigation ” 
budget (to raise a discussion on the policy 
of the expenditure on works financed 
from ordinary revenues: (lost): 17-85: 
298-299 

22D -Executive (Council: Motion of 
Maulvi H assau All regarding reduction 
of Ra. 100 from the demand under the 
head “ 22D — Executive Council” (to 
draw attention to the apathy of Govern- 
ment in not answering important rele- 
vant questions put by members in the 
Legislative Council) : (lost) : 19-59 . 335- 
338. 

22D — Executive Council : Motion of Mr. 
Narendre Kumar Basu regad ring a cut 
of Re. 100 under the head “ 22D — 
Executive Council ” (to call attention 
to the non-acceptance of the recommen- 
dations of the Retrenchment Committee 
with regard to the reserved departments): 
(lost): 38 and 55 : 344. 

22E— Ministers : Motion of Mr. Byama- 
proead Mook erj ce that the demand under 
the head “22E — Ministers (Transferred)” 
be reduced by Rs. 37.000 : (lost) : 19 
and 84: 357-358. 


DbWtiifk) (m) 

24A— High Court : Motion of JJr. Narendra 
Kumar Basu that the demand under the 
head “ 2 4 A— High Court ” be reduced 
by Rs, 100 (to call attention to the »y»* 
tem of hearing of second appeal* by 
junior Judges sitting singly : (bat) : 40- 
41 : 414-415. 

25A-— Central Jails: Motion of Mr. R. 
Msiti that the demand under the head 
“ 25A -Jails Central Jails "tie reduced 
by Rs. 100 1 (bait ) t 1 9 and 84 : 457, 458. 
47— Miscellaneous : Motion of Maulvi Has* 
san All regarding reduction of Rs. 100 
from t lie demand under the head " 47— 
Miscellaneous " (to protest against the 
shooting of two Muslim villagers at 
Bongaonin llaxsnthanain the district of 
Chittagong): (lost)f 16 and 49: 782. 

Dslal Kbit Owaltsatiaa Prsjsst : (Q. and B. 

Q ) 23. 

Dsrsstshlfs Rsfimsat sa4 Isttsni Preatisr 
Bliss, Daoca 

Services and fund ions of the : (Q.) 328-328. 

Daft, RtJ Bthatfar Or. MatMImui 

Action taken upon the Kcj>ort of the 
Ayurvedic Committee : (8.Q.)26. 
Demands for grant 
26 Police : 480-482, 487. 

32 Medical * 811-812, 615-618. 

33 — Public Health . 653 555, 650-861. 

Holding of State lotteries : (S.Q. 123). 

Oatt, Mil* Kslpua 

Attachment of the properties of—*# 
father: (Q.endB.Q ): 13>I4. 

s • 

g ia sa ti sa O s g artn at 

Retiring of senior officers in the : (Q.) 
527-528. 

AfaaanuUah — , Daooa : (Q.)31. 

fag** Msv Yt8f*t 0«y 

Holiday for the: (Q.1 580, 
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Deaths due to : <Q.) 1*6488 

KvrtfMW AmmMNm. Oakvtta 

Annual report of the : 370,371. 

KMUfJli Maiflvi N«r ftthnan Khan 

All -Bengal and Aaaam Proja Conference : 
(Q.) 76-77. 

Demands for grant— 

7— Stampa: 218-219. 

33— Public Health: 663. 

High English sohook in the Mymensingh 
district ; (Q.) 526, 527. 

Myraentingh -Tan gait road : (Q.) 180. 
Process-servers: <Q.) 22. 

Reduction of free studentships in the Dacca 
Division : (Q.) 232. 

Pall af rant In khas mahal areas in Naakhali : 

(Q.) 233-237. 

Pftfa^Kl, Klutn Bahadur Nawah K. a. M. 

Demands for grant- 

34— Agriculture : 864-667, 669-670, 674- 
678, 683-886. 

35— Industries, 685-686, 711-712. 

41 and 60 — Civil works: 716-718. 

Land mortgage banks, establishment of, in 
Bengal : 430. 

Number of cattle in the district of Bankura 
826-827. 

Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee, 
action taken on the report of the : 429. 

PaHdpur 

Ministerial officers in the offices of the Dia* 
triot Judge and District Magistrate of: 
(Q.) 633-637. 

Pending session* cases at— Sessions Coc -ts: 
(Q0W5. 

ParNpw railway staff—: (Q.) 637. 

P aw— a , Mr. LB. 

Demands for grn^t— 

35 — Industries : 708-70$, 710. 

37 — Miscellaneous departments « 714- 
715, ^ 

41 and 60-Ovil works ; 723-733. 


Certificate cases in the Nofkhali khas mahal 
(Q.) 528. ° 

Complaint against the Tahsildax of Pukur- 
dia Cutchery, dose's Wards’ Estate, 
Noakhali : (Q.) h 130. 

Fall of rent in khas mahal areas in 
Noakhali : (Q.) 233. 

Inability of the cultivators of Noakhali to 
pay rents : (Q.) 33. 

Movement to itygp payment of rent, etc.> 
in Noakhali: (Q.) 239,240. 

Teaching of Arabic, Persian, etc., in high 
and middle English schools : (Q.) 241, 
242. 

BaJfcandha and Karlgram 

Condition of flood-stricken people of : 
(Q.) 82-83. 

Baagatl, Hal Bahadur fusil Kaaiar 

Oath-taking of : 13. 

Mast, Dr. Amutya Rata* 

Attachment of the properties of Miss 
Kalpana Dutt’s father : (Q.) 13. 

Bengali State prisoners in the Mianwali 
District Jail: (Q.) 648,649. 

Deaths due to epidemic diseases : (Q.) 
186-187. 

Demand for grant — 

32 — Medical : 608-609. 

Detenu Nirode Baran Bhowmik and his 
brother: (Q.)30. 

Detenu Probodh Chandra Bose : (Q.)31. 

Health of Sj. J. M. Sen Gupta : (Q.) 78. 

Process-servers : (Q) 34. 

Saraswati Puja at the Gopalganj'Sitanath 
Academy : (Q.) 699. 

•fc— it i, tki H— Ms Mr A Ms fc trtw 

Alai pur Khal, re -excavation of : 581. 

Bengal Census Report, 1P31 : 136, 127. 

Bil Dantbhanga : 702-704. 

Demands for grant — 

8— Forests : 2)9-221, 224-226. 

XIII, etc. — Irrigation : 266-270, 276* 
276-282. 

Dolai Khal Canalisation Project : S3- 
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iMiMNaKimr 

iMuiffuitment pf assistant surgeons : 


Demands for grant— 

6— Excise : 194, 207*209. 

9 — Registration : 249, 250. 
y— Police: 511-513. 

31— Education (TransUrred) : 539-541. 
35 — Industries : 689-690. 

Recruitment of assistant surgeons : 
(Q.) 238. 

topts, pr.J. N. 

Demands for grant — 
tW— Registration : 259 . 
xm, eto. — Irrigation : 293 - 295 . 

22 — General administration : 302 , 303 , 
304, 357, 358. 

26- Police: 464,498-501. 

33— Public Health : 660. 

Hakim, Mmrivi Akdul 

Baligori on the Eastern Bengal Railway, 
construction of a flag station at : (Q.) 
643-644. 

Certificate case* in the Xoakhali khas 
mahal : (B.Q.) 529. 

Issue of a new edition of the Bengal Code : 
(Q.)238. 

MiaMal Hagai HaagWy, Date** 

Health of: (Q.) 633. 


Ntftt, KNa IkHmr RmM AxUuN 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Second Amendment), 1932 — * 

Raises a point of order as to whether he 
eaanot discuss the Bill ss a whole 
when clause 1 thereof is under consi- 
deration : 63-64. 

Consideration of clauses of : 56-59, 62* 
63, 66, 67, 68, 70. 

Calcutta Port Trust : (S.Q.)6)1. 

Declaration of a moratorium : (8. Q.) 127, 

lit. 


ix 


Hatim, Kku l i k a dir Mavtvt Altai 

Demand* for grants — * 

5 — Land revenue: 170-172. 

9- Registration: 258-259, 

XIII, etc. — Irrigation : 273-277. 

22 — General administration ; 329, 333* 
334.358-360,381,383-387. 

24 — Administration of Justice : 408, 
406. 

25— Police : 465, 466, 467, 473, 474, 510* 
511. 

30 - Scientific department* : 521. 

31- Education (Transferred) : 588-590. 
34 -Agriculture : 673-674. 

35— Industries : 705-707. 

41 and 60 Civil Works : 724. 

Establishment of the Council Depart men t : 
(8. Q.) 19. 

Fall of rent in khas mahal areas in 
Noakhali: (8.Q.)236. 

Loan Office* in Bengal, precarious existence 
of the: (S. Q.) 376. 

Local Board Election at Midnapore : 
(S. Q.) 698. 

Petrol and motor vehicles tax, utilisation 
of: (8.Q.) 639. 

Posts of Audit Inspectors under the Cab 
cutta Tort Commissioners : (B.Q.) 239. 
Retiring of senior officer* in the Educa- 
tion Department : (8. Q.) 527-528. 

Tax realised under the Bengal Motor Vehi- 
cles Act: (8. Q.) 33. 

Transfer of certain prisoners to the Anda- 
mans : (B.Q.) 641, 642. 

Menders**, Mr. A. A. ft. 

Demand for grant 

$4- Administration of justice: 396 r 
• 397, 402, 413-414, 417-418. 4)3. 419, 

421-422, 42). 

NMfMjr dMrtft 

Materia in Janai in thet (Q.) 14, II. 

Condition of the tod-atrfcfemt people of 
Oaibandl^and Kurtgram : (Q.) 3l-tt. 
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Demand* foij grant — 

6 — Land revenue : 148-149. 

26— Jails and oonvict *ettlemente : 

446-447. 

26 — Police : 489. 

Haaaia, Naval Madamrt, Klaa Bahadur 

Bill, Bengal Local-Self Government 
(Second Amendment), 1932 : 46-46, 47. 
Demands for grant — 

6 — Land revenue: 141. 

9 — Registration : 228-229. 

XIII, etc. — Irrigation : 277, 278, 279. 

Narnia, Maahrl Latafat 

Demand for grant — 

31 — Education (Transferred): 646-647. 

Imyasltitn *f esllsctivs fines la districts at 

Baagal : (Q.) 88-90. 

laabHKy ef ths ealttvatars of Noakhali 
tapayraat* : (Q). 33-34. 

laalaslaa ef a ytrtion ef tba Midnayar* 
district la ths yrovlact ef Orissa : 

(Q. and 8.Q.) 23-26. 

KalaklaU-Matipara Brand ea ths Eastern 
Bengal Railway : (Q.) 631-633. 

Karim, Maalvl AMal 

Nyimber of officers in the Calcutta Police 
Force : (8.Q.) 320. 

Kasem, Maalvl Alai 

Bill, Bengal Loeal-Self Government 
(Second Amendment), 1932 : 47-48, 
49. 

Conatruction of a Sag station at Baligori 
ontheEastern Bengal Railway : (S.Q.) 
644. c 

Demands for grant — 

9— Registration : 260. 

XIU, etc.— Irrigation : 289-292. 

26 — Jail* and convict settlements : 

448, 44ft, 418. 

29 — Police ; 483. f t 

31 — -Education (Transferred) : 682-661. 
Special motion regarding the Poona 
118-120. 
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MW lii rtw Hum iru , M 

Declaaation of a moratorium : (Q) 127. 

Mosquito curtains supplied to ’ prisoners 
in the Pabna Jail : (Q.) 84. 

Puniahment of pofioe sub-inspectors in 
the Pabna district : (Q.)321. 

Ullapara railway station on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway : (Q.) 16. 

Kbaa, Maalvl Tami a addhi 

Bill, Bengal 1 Local Self-Government 
(Second Amendment), 1932 — 
Circulation of — moved by : 39-40, 50. 

Demands for grant — 

9 — Registration : 261. 

26— Police : 516-516, 517. 

31 — Education (Transferred): 544,545, 
563, 664, 557, 591, 592. 

34 — Agriculture : 668, 669. 

Fall of rent in khas mahal areas in Noa- 
khali : (S.Q.) 235. 

Mosquito curtains supplied to prisoners 
in the Pabna Jail : (S.Q.) 84. 

Settlement of khas mahal areas in the 
Midnapore district : (S.Q.) 526. 

Teaching of Arabic, Persian, etc., in high 
and middle English schools : (S.Q.) 242. 

Land martgaga bank* la Baagal 

Establishment of : (Q.) 429-430. 

Laad ravtaaa damaad la da tampararlly 

aattlad aatataa la Baagal :(Q ) 322-324. 

Lagislativt aad tka Caaatit Papart m a a t* 

Strength of the staffs of the; (Q.) 628- 
630. 

Lata afflces la Baagal 

Preoarioua existenee of the : (Q.) 376-376. 

Lacai laard Na d ia at MidaaMii : (Q-) 

696-699. 

Lttai btMdaji 

Obeervaaoe of— in the Political Depart- 
ment : (Q.) 240-241. 
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Uatf ariaMwM dHtwila *• tM> Ift , 

«Mfb I* Hm <MrM> j .(Q. 

•hdS.Q VO tt. • 

LMkfctft, Hr. AT R. I. # 

Demand for grant — 

24— AdminiAtration of justice: 415,416. 

Haiti, Mr. R. 

Demand for grant- 

25 — Jails and convict settlement* : 439" 

443. 


Holiday for the English Now Year’s Day : 
(Q.) 580. 

Inclusion of a portion of the Midnapore 
district in the province of Orisaa : 
(Q. And S.Q.) 23-24. 

Local board election at Midnaporo: 
(Q.) 608-699 

Settlement of khan mahal areas in the 
Midnajnm* district : (Q. and S.Q ) 525, 

526. 

Malaria in Jana* in ttia MotfWy Riatriet : 

(Q.) 14-1 Y 

Mianwali District Jail 

Bengali State prisoners in the : (Q.) 648* 
649. . 


MMnaparc 

Inclusion of a portion of the district of 
in the province of Ornwa : (Q and S.Q.) 
23-24. 

Local board election at : (Q.) 896*699. 

Mtttar, thsHsn'Ws «ir Prmsh OfcisRr 

Annual Report of the European Amotia* 
tion, Calcutta : 37ft, 371. 

Bill, Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation 
(Amendment), 1932 — 

Preaenta the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on: 7 1 . • 

Moves consideration of : 71. 

DiacUMton of clauaea of : 71*73. 

Moves that the— aa settled in Council 
be passed : 73. 

Certificate ease a in the Koakhali khaa 
mahal : 529. 

Os*- re- valuation operations: 692. 
Collection of csss by district board from 
Government estates : 649. 


MMtr, tka Haa'Mt Mr Brava* MUir 

Complaint against the TghsUdar of 
Pukurdia Cuiohery, Bose's Wards’ 
Estate, Xoakhali : 130. 

Condition of the flood-stricken people of 
G&ib&ndha and Kurigram : 83. 

Convict Chitteranjan Biswas : 374*375. 
Dates for iioii-ofReial visitora to viall 
Berhampur jail : 181. 

Demands for grant 

8 -Land revenue : 133, 184, 138-138* 
139. 140. 142-145, 147, 148 15ft. 152. 
153. 155-158, 161- 164, 188. 167, 172- 
176. 

9 Registration • 261. 

25 Jails and convict settlements: 
424, 431-439, 452 457. 

Detenu Probodh Chandra Bose : 31, 82. 
Fall of rent in khan mahal areas in Noa* 
khali : 234-237. 

Health of 8j. J. M. Sen Gupta : 7«. 

Inability of the cultivators of Noakhali 
to pay rents : 34. 

Issue of a new edition of the Bengal Code: 
238. 

Land revenue demand in the temporarily - 
* 0 tiled estates in Bengal ; 322-324. 
Mosquito curtains supplied to prisdners in 
the I’abna jail : 84, 85. 

Price of paddy at Chittagong: 824,823. 
Road Cess Act. 185, 186. * 

Road Cess at Adms, deputation upon the 
llon’ble Member, Board of Revenue, 
regarding : 377. 

Settlement of khaa* mahal areas in th# 
Midnspnre district : 528, 826. 

Temporary settled Sundarban estates : 
182-184. 

Transfer of certain prisoner# to the Anda- 
mans : 640-643. 

*Use of oil by prisoners in jails ; 324. 


Mow la, Kbu Bahais t Makammai AIM 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Second Amendment, 1932 1 44»4fl. 

Demands for grant— 

6 — Excise : 197*3^ 

9 — Registration : 246, 347, * 
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Km*, KIhm Bflftsitr MKMMMi AMR 

Demands foe grant — 

22— General Administration: 315, 318* 
343, 344, 387, 388. 

24 — Administration of justice: 404, 
405. 

31— Education (Transferred) : 537. 

Fall of rent in khas mahal areas in Noe- 
khali : (S.Q.) 235, 237. 

Increase of tuition fees of students in 
private and aided colleges : (8. Q.) 82. 
Land revenue demand in the temporarily 
settled estates in Bengal : (8. Q.) 324. 
Percentage of Mussalmans in ministerial 
appointments in district offices : (S. Q.) 
87, 88. 

Saraswati Puja at the Gopalganj Sitanath 
Academy : (8. Q.) 701. 

KMktrjM, Mr. ftyuMgrasai 

Audit inspectors under the Calcutta Port 
Commissioners : (Q.) 238. 

Audit of the accounts of the Calcutta 
Port Trust: (Q.) 231. 

Calcutta Port Trust: (Q.) 630-631. 

Demands for grant — 

22 — General administration: 313, 314* 
351-353, 366, 388-388. 

24 — Administration of justice : 405. 

31 — Education (Transferred ) : 536, 
537, 552-553,581-586. 

Grant to the 8anskrit Association : (8.Q.) 
373. 

# 

MKlllSi^kNn 

Declaration of aT <Q.) 127- 1 29. 

MftorVtftMw Til Ad 

Tax realised from the -up to September 
1932: (Q. and S.Q.) 32, 33. 

*n: (Qs) m f m, 

Mmu mI to *p papMot it mi, tfcn hi 

HNkfeaM S (Q.) 138-240. 



BilDaatbhaafa t (S.Q.) 703, 704. 


m#, w. Kvkiiit »n«n 

Demands for grant— 

6 — Excise : 188-lpO. . 4 

9— Registration % 257-258. 

24 — Administration of justice : 397-299* 
402. 

32 — Medical : 605. 

33— Public Health : 658, 659. 

34— Agriculture : 669. 

Special motion regarding the Poona Pact : 
109-114. 

Myntitfigh district 

High English schools in the : (Q. 526, 527. 

MymcnsiRKh-Taagiil Rm 4 : (Q.) 180-181. 

Niff Rm. B.A. 

Demands for grant — * 

6— Excise : 194, 195. 

22 — General administration : 315, 332. 
26 — Police : 482. 

31— Education (Transferred) : 542-644, 
590,591,592,593. 

33-Public Health : 663. 

Depressed classes, definition of : (S.Q.) 
565. 

Ministerial officers in the offices of the 
District Judge and District Magistrate, 
Faridpur : (S.Q.) 636-637. 

Rif, Uli t«k Ul 

Alaipur Khal, re-excavation of' (Q.) 681- 
Annual Report of the European Associa- 
tion, Calcutta : (Q.) 370. 

Civil disobedience movement : (Q.) 79. 
Collection of cess by district boards from 
Government estates : (Q.) 649. 
Convictions in connection with the civil 
41 disobedience movement : (Q.) 25. 

" Demand for grant — 

24— Administration of justice: 314-396. 

Depressed olsssns, principle! upon which 
certain classes have been classified as: 
(Q.) 580. 

Road Cess Act: (Q.) 185. 

Road oeei at Palma : (Q.) 376-377. 
Saraswati Puja at the Gopalganj Sitanath 
Academy : (S.Q.) 700. 
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Low offices in Bengal : Precarious ex is- 
tence of VUe : (Q.) 875-376. 


Text-books in the infant Class of the : 
<Q.) «27. 

ItzlauMlft, th* Han’Mt Mr. Khwaja 

Agricultural education in middle English 
schools in the province : 523. 524. 
Ahsanullah Engineering School, Dacca : 
31, 241, 647. 

Clerks and muharrirs of Registration 
offices in the district of the 24- 
Parganas : 531. 

Demands for graht— 

9 — Registration : 226, 227, 250-254, 
* 255,260, 261. 

22 — General administration: 389-304. 

30— Scientific Departments : 520. 

31 — Education (Transferred) : 622, 

531-534, 547-548, 555-558, 502, 593, 
600. 


NNkMi 

Certificate cases in the-ekhaa mahal t 
(Q.) 528, 529. 

Fall of rent in khas mahal areas in t 
(Q.) 233-237. 

Inability of the cultivators of — to pay 
rente : (Q.) 33-34. 

Movement to stop payment of rent, etc,, 
in : 239. 240. 


Ntrtoi, Mr. H. R. 

Demand for grant 
6- Excise : 215-217. 

NninMr tf eft cert in L!i* Calcutta Pel it# 

Fnrta : (Q.) 319, 321. 

Oath 

Gangali, Kai Bahadur Suail Kumar : 13. 
Proctor, Lt. -Col. A. H. : 147. 

Oil 

Use of - by prisoners in jails : (Q.) 324. 


Grant to the Sanskrit Association: 371* 
373. 

High English Schools in the Mymensingh 
district • 527. 

Increase in tuition fees of students m 
private and aided oolleges ; 82. 

Percentage of free and half-free student- 
ships for Moslem boys : 645. 

Primary and secondary schools in Bengal : 
646, 647. 

Prosecutions under the Indian Itegist ra- 
tion Aet in the district of the 24-Par- 
ganaa : 530. 

Reduction of free studentships in the Dacca 
Division : 232. 

Retiring of senior officers in the Education 
Department : 027, 528. 

Saraswati Puja at the Oopalganj Sitanath 
Academy t 699, 701. 

Standard of muharrir'a work In Registra- 
tion offices : 326. 

Teaching of Arabic, Persian, etc., in high 
anduniddle English schools : 242. 

Text- books in the infant Claes of the 
Kawab Bahadur's Institution, Mur- 
shidabod: 627. 


Pahat Jail priitatn 

Supply of mosquito curtains to: (Q.) 
84, 85. , 

P s rc e ata ys tf Mnwalmaai la mialiterlaJ 
apptiatuwnte in ilitrtet tieet i (Q.) 

80-88. 


Ptlrtl sM utter vehicles Tax 

Utilization of : (Q ) 637 640 

s 

Price tf paMy at Ohtttagtng : (Q.) 624, 526. 

Primary aat ittt w l a ry ttht t te to Bengal i 

(Q.) 646,647. # 

Private an* ate* eettegm 

Increase in tuition feea of students in t 

(Q.) 81-62. 

PeHnr, Mr. Ananla Mahan 

Advisory Committees of the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam- Bengal Railways t 
<Q.)28. • 

Cess revahption operation* t (Q.) 691-692, 
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Httu, Mr. Aim* IMm 

Demand! for grant — 

8 — Excise : 201, 202. 

9 — Registration ; 243, 244. 

Discontinuance of the Bohar-Bhedarganj 
ferry service i (Q.) 326. 

Movement for non-payment of creditors* 
dues: (Q.) 694, 096. 

Scheduled castes : (Q.) 576. 

Special motion regarding the Poona Pact : 
106-109. 

Ntaft(t) tf friar 

Raised by Mr. P. Banerjea in connection 
with a demand for grant under the head 
*' Expenditure in England ” as to why 
under rule 91(2) of the rules his motion 
for the total refusal of the demand was 
disallowed : 35, 36. 

Raised by Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick 
in connection with a special motion under 
section 78A of Babu Jitendralal Banner- 
jee urging the Government to bring it 
to the notioe of the Prime Minister that 
the Poona Pact (relating to the repre- 
sentation of the depressed classes in th£ 
Provincial Legislatures) was inappli- 
cable to the peculiar circumstances of 
Bengal, etc., that the motion was out 
of order and oould not be discussed in 
the Council under sections 71 and 78A 
of the Rules and Standing Orders : 90- 
91. 

Raised by Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray 
ansm the special motion of Babu Jittn- 
dralal Bsnwsrjsc regarding the Poona 
Pact under section 78 A of the rules, 
whether, in view of the notice of a 
similar resolution previously given by 
him and already admitted by thtf Chair 
into the List of Business for that session, 
another motion on the same subject 
could be brought forward before the 
House in the same session before the 
other motion had beetT disposed of : 91- 

* 92, U 

Punishment of— » the Palma district. 


• N*m Past 

See under “ Special motion 

*•**••, the Nffl'bto Mr. W. D. It 

Abolition of the Niiphamari subdivision 
of the Rangpur district : 096. 

All-Bengal and Assam Praja Conference : 
77. 

Assaults by the Police upon a rickshawala 
at Howrafe : 322. 

Attachment of Miss Kalpana Dutt’a 
father’s properties. : 14. 

Bengalee State prisoners in the Mianwal* 
District Jail : 649. 

Castes, classification of : 569-572. 
Chittagong Deaf and Dumb School: 79. 
Civil disobedience movement : 80. ■ 

Commissions and enquiries appointed by 
the 2nd Court of Pirojpur in the Bakar- 
ganj district : 702. 

Convictions in connection with the civil 
disobedience movement : 25. 

Declaration of a moratorium : 127-129. 

, ‘Demands for grant— 

22 — General administration: 299, 311- 
313, 314, 315-318, 334, 335, 337, 339, 
340, 342, 343, 306-367. 

24— Administration of justice : 407. 

26- Police : 468, 459, 476-472, 487, 488. 
490, 491, 496, 497, 498, 502-505, 516, 
517. 

Depressed classes, definition of : 663-567. 
Depressed classes, list of : 568. 

Depressed classes, number of : 578-679. 

t Depressed classes, principles upon which 
certain classes have been classified as : 
581. 

Deputy Magistrate of Rangpur and the 
Local Bar : 130. 

Detenu Nirode Baraa Bbowmik and bis 
brother : 30. 

Detenu 8atindr*nath Sen of Barieal: 
85-86, 

Detenu Subtotal Chandra Sarkar ; 131, 132- 
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Mr. (tbt NmHi Raja Ur Maa~ 
Rttfc Ray MiHtaif, Rt, at tea* 


Expenditure incurred (or quartering troops 

Id Bengal :>». 

Health of deteng Hamidul Huq of 
Hooghly : 683. 

Holding of State lotteries : 123, 124. 

Imposition of collective fine* m districts 
of Bengal : 88-90. 

Inclusion of a portion ft the Midnapore 
district in the province of Orissa : 24-25. 

Local ministerial officers in the civil end 
criminal courts in the districts : 20-22. 

Ministerial officers in the offices of the 
District Judge and District Magistrate 
of Faridpur : 634-637. 

Movement for./ion-payroent of creditors’ 

•dues : 696. 

Movement to stop payment of rent, etc., 
in Noakhah : 240. 

Number of murders, dacoitics, etc., com' 
nutted by terrorist* : 77*78. 

Number of officers, Hindu and Muham- 
madan, in the Calcutta Police Force : 
319-321. * 

Number of pending sessions cases at the 
Faridpur Sessions Courts : 645. 

Observance of local holidays m the Pohti 
cal Department : 240-241. 

Percentage of Mussalmans in ministerial 
anointments in district offices : 86-88. 

Process-servers : 23, 34, 

Promotion of assistant sub-inspectors to 
the grade of sub-inspectors in the Cal- 
cutta Police : 185. 

Punishment of police sub-inspectors in 
the Pabna district : 321. 

Reduction of allowance# of detenu* : 76? 

Reduction of Munaiffs' courts in Pirojpur 
subdivision : 431. 

Scheduled castes : 572-577. 

Services sad function# of the Dorsetshire 
Regiment sad the Eastern F ran tie r 
Rides stationed at Dacca ; 127, 828. 

Special motion regarding tbs Poona Pact; 
114 - 117 . 


M) 

Ruling given by — that under rule 91(2) of 
the rules, it was not within the com- 
petence of any member of the House to 
move for the total refusal of a demand, 
but that he could propose reduction or 
omission of an item of the demand ; 
35, 36. . 

Discouraging any attempt on the part of 
members to make themselves heard in 
some indirect fashion : 68. 

Also discouraging the practice of member* 
to rise and make speeches under the pre- 
text of making a personal explanation 
or on points of order without having any 
materia] grievance or without being able 
to make out the (mints of order * 70. 

Ruling by that the special motion of 
Babu Jitendralal Bannerjcc relating to 
the Poona Pact admitted under section 
78A of the rules was a matter of public 
interest, to the moving of which the 
assent of the Hon’blc Member in charge 
of the department concerned, was given 
and was therefor*' perfectly in order. 
(In answer to a point of order raised 
by Mr. Mukunda Itehary Multiek that 
the special mot ion could not be ^HecufSed 
under sections 71 and 7KA of the rules 
and standing orders) ; 90-91, 

Ruling by that a special motion tinder 
section 78 A could he brought forward 
on the same subject as the subject of any 
resolution tliat might have been ad- 
mitted ami might have appeared in the 
List of Business, but which could not 
lx> discussed by the House for want of 
tune and on which no decision was ar- 
rived at : (in connection with a point 
of order raised by Mr. Shsnti Hhekharee- 

* war Ray apropo* a special motion 
under section 78A of Bsbu Jite ndr alal 
Bannerjee relating to the Poona Pact) : 
92. 

Allowing the Hon ble Home Member to 
make a second reply, subject to the eon- 
sent of the House, on an occasion when 
a member risen and raised new 
points after the Hon’ble Member bad 
given his reply ; but hinting that tt 
should not be Heated as a precedent : 
$ 16 . . 
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NdM, Hr. (ft* Man’Ms Bajn Sir Man* 
■nthi Mi Ray OkwMMirl, Kt #» San- 
ta*) 

Disallowing ft member in connection with 
ft motion to refer to, or to discuss, * 
pftrtioukr question or ft particular 
answer thftt might have been given in the 
House, for section 36 of the rules mili- 
tftted ftgftinst such a course ; 326-330. 

Observation by — thftt if a, member passes 
a lobby but does not pass the tellers, his 
vote must be counted and he must be 
taken as having voted in that particu- 
lar lobby according to the rules . 336. 

Buling of — in reply to an objection of the 
Hon'ble Jails Member that discussion of 
the treatment of prisoners while in police 
custody should more appropriately be 
raised under the head “ Police ” rather 
than under the head “ Jails and convict 
settlements ”, that the charges for police 
custody coming under the head “ Jails,” 
the mover was in order in discussing 
cases of ill-treatment that rpay have 
been accorded to prisoners in jails or 
while being transferred from one jail to 
another : 432-433. „ 

Remark of —that a private member could 
speak on a motion after an official mem- 
ber had replied, provided that there 
time left for him to do so : 452. 

ffM Mi s er vert; (Q.) 22. 34. 

Praetor, Lt-OftJ. A. H. 

Oath, taking of : 147. *• 

Provincial Banking Enquiry OtmntttH : 

(Q.) 426-429. 

Qaassm, MattN^llnl 

Demands for grant — 

6 — Land revenue : 165. 

22 — General administration : 364, 366. 

32— Medical ; 613. 

33 — Public Health : 661-662. 

ftifcuttn, Mr. A. P. M. AMnr- 

BU, Dantbhanga : (Q.) 702. 

' ■' v 

Clerks and ntuharrirs of Registration offl- 
oes in the district ; oTthe 24-Parganaa : 

Demand for grantr— 

26— Polios : 489490. 
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r , Mr. A. F. M. AMy- 

Percentage of free and, half-free student- 
ships foe Moslem boys : (Q.) 946. 

Promotion of a ss yt a n t sub- inspectors to 
the grade of sub-inspectors in the Cal- 
cutta Police i (Q). 164-186. 

Prosecutions under the Indian Registra- 
tion Act in the district of the 24-Par- 
ganaa : (Q.) S29. 

• 

Retiring of senior officers in the Educa- 
tion Department : (Q.) 627. 

Standard of muharrirs, work in Registra- 
tion offices : (Q.) 326. 

Rai Mnhatai, MnnHMri DA 

Assaults by the Police on a rickshawala 
at Howrah : (Q. and S. Q.) 322. 

Deaths from malaria in Janai id the 
Hooghly district : (Q.) 14. 

Demands for grant — 

5 - Land revenue : 142, 146, 170. 

9— Registration : 244-246. 

XIII, etc. — Irrigation : 296-296. 

22— General administration : 307-309, 
336, 337, 338, 339, 340. 

24— Administration of justice : 422-423. 

25 — Jails and convict settlements : 443- 

446. * 

26— Police : 469-460, 472, 473, 486, 491- 
493. 

30 — Scientific departments : 520, 521. 

31 —Education (Transferred) : 648-651. 

34 — Agriculture : 670-671. 

35— Industries : 707-708. 

37 — Miscellaneous departments : 713, 

716, 716. 

41 and 60 — Civil works: 718. 

Detenu Hamidul Huq of Hooghly, health 
of : <Q.) 633. 

Imposition of collective fines in districts 
of Bengal : (Q.) 88. 

Number of murders, dacoitiea,, etc., oom< 
nutted by terrorists : (Q.) 77. 
Temporary settled Sundarbaa estates 
(Q.) 181-183. 

Transfer of oertain prieooers to the Anda 


:(Q.)640. 
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potitioa of the Nilphamari subdivision of 
&# district of : (Q.) 695. 


^nftjr Magistrate of — and the Bar : (Q.) 
129 , 130 . • 


, lab Amlyaiku 

11, Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Second Amendment), 1932 : 54, 55. 
fetes, classification of : # (S.Q.) 670, 571. 

unands for grant — 

6 — 'Excise : 192, 193, 194. 

26 — Police : 495, 496. 

inisterial officers in the offices of the Dis- 
trict Judge and District Magistrate, 
Faridpur : (8. Q.) 636. 

^cial motion regarding the Poona Pact : 
99-104. 

^aff of the Legislative and the Council 
Departments: (S. Q) 629. 


, Baba K better Meban 

emand for grant - 
5 -Land revenue :^6H-170. 


, Baba Nag«i4ra Narayan 

bold ion of the Xilphamari subdivision 
of the Hangpur district : (Q ) 695. 
teputv Magistrate of Hangpur and the 
Bar : (Q.) 129. 


I, Mr. tbanti Sbtkhareswar 

Ljrurvedic Committee : (8. Q-) 27. 
till, Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Second Amendment), 1932 : 49. 
lastes, classification of : (8. Q.) 571, 572. 
)eclaration of a moratorium • (8. Q.) 128, 

129. 

)emands for grant— 

5 Land revenue : 138-141, 144. 145. 

22— General administration : 305, 306, 
331, 332, 368, 369, 377, 378. 

25— Jails and convict settlements ; 435* 
439. 

26— Police : 461-462, 471, 485, 493-494, 
614. 

31 — Education (Transferred) : 599-601. 


xrU 

Ray, Mr. tbanti tfeakbaratvtr 

Demands for grant — • 

34 — Agriculture : 667*668, 674. 

47— Miscellaneous (Supplementary) t 

728, 730. 

Depressed classes, definition of ; (8. Q>) 
566, 567. 

Detenu Subunal Chandra Sarkar t (S. Q.) 
132. 

Dorsetshire Regiment and the Eastern 
Frontier Rifles stationed at Dacua ; Ser- 
vices and functions of the : (8. Q.) 827* 
328. 

Establishment of the Council Department : 
(8. y, ) 19 

Grant to the Sanskrit Association : (8. Q.) 
372-373. 

Health of 8j. J. M. Sen Gupta : (8. Q.) 78. 
Scheduled castes : (8 Q.) 678, 676. 677. 
Transfer of certain prisoners to the Anda- 
mans : (S. Q.) 640, 642. 

Bay Cbewdbury, Mr. K. C. 

Demands for grant 

XIII, etc. Irrigation : 292-293. 

22 -General administration : 360, 361, 
3) Education (Transferred) : £97. 

35 Industries : 688-689. 

Bay Cbtwibary, iaba latiib Cbaaira 

Convict (luttgranjan Biswas: (y. and H. 

y.) 373-375. 

Demands for grant 

22 General administration : 330, 331* 
361, 362. 

31 -Education (Transferred) : 693 -*97. 

34 — Agriculture : 676*680. 

Depressed classes : Number of : (Q. and 
8. Q.) 577-579. 

* Expenditure incurred for quartering troop# 
in Bengal : (Q.) 325. 

Increase of tuition fee* of student* in pri- 
vate and aided colleges : (Q.) 81- 
Reduction of allowances of detenus t (Q.) 
76. • 

Restoration of half of the out in the salary 
of the minister^ officers of the Secre- 
tariat : (Q.) 427. 
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R a M U M — ft a Ua w a a ai it Mmu : <Q.) 70. 

Radiation if 0 tm ituiwrtsbipa b» tfca Daata 
OhrWM : (Q.) 232. 

iMtorttiM it half if tfca eat In tka salary it 
tki mhilatarlal afkeari of tha Sacratariat : 

(Q.) 427-428. 

Ratranchwaat Ca«mtttta , » Rapart 

Expenditure on : (Q.) 643. 

Rail, Mr. R. N. 

Demands for grant- 

22 — General administration : 316. 

20 — Police : 484-486, 614, 616. 

47— Miscellaneous (Supplementary): 
730-732. 

Road OOH Ad- 

Appointment of a committee to inquire 
into the grievance* and hardship* aris- 
ing out of the administration of the : 
(Q.) 186-186. 

Roy, tha Hon'Mo Mr. BIJoy Prasad Singh 

Action taken upon the Report of the 
Ayurvedic Committee : 20-27. 

Anopheles Ludlowii : 83, 84. 

Appointment of depressed class candidates 
to district boards : 647. 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Second Amendment); 1932 — 

(Begs leave to introduce) : 38*39. 
(Moves that it be taken into considera- 
tion) : 39, 41/60-62. 

(Discussion of the — clause by clause): 
66 * 66 . 

(Moves that the Bill as settled in Coun- 
cil be passed ) : 66*68, 08-69. 

Bill, Howrah Municipal (Temporary Pro- 
visions), 1933— 

(Moves for leave to introduce) : 73. 
(Moves for taking the — into considera- 
tion) : 73, 74. 

(Moves that the — as settled in Council 
be passed) : 74. ' < 

BUI, the Opium (Bengal Amendment), 
1931 : 37, 88. * 
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Ray, tit Nan’hta Mr. Bijay Prasad Magi 

* e 

Compulsory re- vaccination : 648. 

Deaths due to epidemic diseased : 187-188. 
Deaths from malaria in the ’Bankura dis- 
trict : 80-81. o 

Deaths from malaria in Janai in the 
Hooghly district : 14*16. 

Demands for grant — 

6— Excise: 176-179, 188*189, 191-193, 
196-197, 199," 200-201, 202, 204.* 

22 — General administration : 361. 

32- Medical : 601-606, 609-611, 612-616, 
618, 620-621. 

33— Public Health : 622*625, 651, 056- 
658, 662*063. 

41 and 60— Civil works: 719*720, 724- 
726. 

Expenditure of road cess by the district 
board on commnieation : 701. 

Local board election at Midnapore : 096- 
699 . 

Mymensingh-Tangail Road: 180-181. 

Petrol and motor vehicles tax, utilization 
of : 638-040. 

Rocruitment of Assistant Surgeons : 237, 
238. 

Special motion regarding guarantee of a 
loan of Rs. 40,000 to be made by the 
Imperial Bank of India to the Rangpur 
District Board : 733. 

Tax realised under the Bengal Motor 
Vehicles Act: 32-33. 

Roy, Baku Harikanta 

Bill, Howrah Municipal (Temporary Pro- 
visions), 1933 : 73. 

Ray, Mr. karat Kumar 

Demand for grant — 

i 30 — Scientific Departments : 618, 619. 

lakaaa, Baka litya Ktakar 

Agricultural education in Middle English 
schools in the province, steps taken to 
impart : (Q. and 8. Q.) 523, 624. 

Cattle, the present number of, in the 
district of Bankura : (Q) 020. 

Deaths from malaria in the Bankura 
district : (Q.) 80. 
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Mhmm. Baha tafya KMir 

Local ministerial officer* in the civU and 
. crimjpal ootirte in the district* : (Q.) 

20 . 

Saraawati Puja at t^e Gopalganj Sit ana th 
Academy : (S. Q.) 701. 

Saaiad, MauhH Ahdui 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Government 
{Second Amendment), 1932 : 49, AO. 
demands for grant — 

9 — Regiatrat ion : 255*25?, 2A8. 

26 — Police : 513, 517,518. 

Platform at the Azunganj City Station : 
(Q.) 124-125. 

Special motion regarding the Poona Pact ! 
105-106. 

Sanskrit Asseciatian 

Grant to the . (Q.) 371-373. 

Saraswati Puja at tt«« Qepalfanj Sttaaath 

Academy : (Q ) 699-701 

Sarfcar, Rai Sahih Rabat! Medan 

Ahaanullnh School of Engmi'cnng, Dacca : 
(Q ) 31, 241, 647. 

Ministerial officers Sn the offices of the 
District Judge and District Magistrate 
of Faridpur . (Q.) 633-634. 

larder, Suhimal Chandra, a detenu : (Q). 

131. 

Scheduled castes : (Q.) 572-577. 

Sen, Rai Sahib Ah they Kumar 

Expenditure on the Retrenchment 
Committee Report : (Q.) and (S. Q.) 

643. 

Faridpur railway station : (Q.) 637. 
Pending sessions cases at the Fandpur 
Session* Court* : (Q.) 645. 

Sea, Rai Bahadur dagash Ohaadra 

Compulsory re- vaccination : (Q.) 648. 
Demands for grant — 

5 — Land revenue : 142. 

9 — Registration t 259-260. 

22 — General administration 307, 362-364. 
26 — .Polios : 469. 

32— Medical: 608, 615. 

35-r- Industries : 690. 


Xk 

Saa, Rai Bah adu r data* O ha ad ra 

Expenditure of mad eras ^>y the district 
board* on communication : (Q.) 701, 
IV of oil by prisoner* in jails : (Q.) 394. 

Saa, latiadraaath, -at Barteal ; a detenu : 

<Q-> 85. 

tea fiufta, Irijut J. M. 

Health of . ^Q.) 78. 

Saa Bapta, Or. Narteh Ohaadra 

BUI, Bengal Local Se|f*< rovenunent 

(Second Amendment), 1932: 42-43. 
Declaration of a moratorium : (8. Q.) I28 4 
Demands for grant — 

5 Land revenue : 134-136. 

6~ Excise : 189-191, 194. 198. 109, 
209-211. 

8 Fonssts, etc . 222-223. 

9 -Registration ; 247*248,249. 

X 111, etc. Irrigation : 270-273. 

24— Administration of justice ; 400-401, 
406. 407-4 10. 

26- Police - 463, 483, 484, 494. 498, 
509-510. 

31 Education (Transferred) : 541-542, 
554. 555, AMI. 

33 Public Health . 652, 653, * 

34-— Agriculture : 679-682, 6181, 704, 705. 
41 and 60 Civil works; 723-720. 

Holding of 8tdle lotteries - (8, Q.) 124. 
Petrol and motor vehicle* tax, utilization 
of (8. Q ) 639. 

Road (Vs* Ad . (S*Q.) 186. 

8*ra««WMti Puja at the Gofwiiganj Mi tana th 
Academy : (M. Q.) 7<8». 

Mfs'cial motion regarding the Pooua Pact i 
117-118, 110, 

l^ansfei of certain prisoners to the 
• Andamans : (H. Q.) 643. 

Settlement of khas mahal areas in the 
Midnajiore district : (Q.) 525*526. 

Steha, Baja Bahadur S hup ead ra Rarsyaa, 
af Naehipaf 

Axunganj City Station t (Q.) 27*28. 

Dates for non-official visitors to visit 
Bcrhampore dad? (Q.) 111. 
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tt 

ttaha, VU)i likiHf ******* Narayan, 
•t Nash! 

Demand for grant— 

6 — Land revenue : 141*142, 160, 161, 

164, 165-166, 167. 

Land revenue demand in the temporarily* 
settled estates in Bengal: (Q.) 322. 
Primary and secondary schools in Bengal : 
(Q.) 646. 

Text-books in the infant Class of the 
Nawab Bahadur’s Institution, Mur- 
shidabad : (Q.) 627. 

thik, Maulvi Ahdul Hamid 

Demands for grant— 

5 — Land Revenue : 167. 

22— General administration : 328. 330. 

tpaelal mttiond' 

Regarding the Poona Pact : (carried) . 
92*121. 

Regarding guarantee by Government of a 
loan of Re. 40,000 to be made hv the 
Imperial Bank of India to the Kangpur 
District Board : (agreed to ) : 733. 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. 

Demand for grant — 

31_Education (Transferred) : 507*599. 

State lotterlM 

Holding of annual : (Q.) 122 124. 

•ahrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Seoond Amendment ), 1932: 64-66,68. 
Demand for grant — 

XIII, etc.— Irrigation : 283-286. 

TwBHftry-mttted taadartan Mtetet:(Q.) 

181*182. 

Toaorltti 

Number of murders, etc., committed by ; 
(Q.) 77-78. 

TUmpm*, Mr. W. H. 

Demands for grant — 

6— Excise i 206-807. 

22 — General administration ; 882. 
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Tram*. Mr. H. P. V. 

Bill, Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Second Amendment), 1982 : 88. 

Bill, Howrah Municipal * ’(Temporary 
Provisions), 1933 P 73, 74. 

Demand for grant — 

32— Medical: 612,613. 

Transfer tf Md. Seraftii Hag and Dr. Nik 
ratan Das of Haoghty tt tea Andanum « : 

(Q.) 640-643. 

Troops ip Bengal 

Expenditure incurred for quartering : 325. 

24-Parganas 

Clerks and muharrirs of Registration 
offices in the district 6f : 531. 
Prosecutions under the Indian Registration 
Act in the district of : 529, 630. 

Ullapara railway station on too Eastern 
Bsngal Railway : (Q.) 15-16. 

Wilkinson, Mr. H. R, 

v 

Demands for grants — 

30- — Scientific department : 521. 

31— Education (Transferred): 551. 

Wssdhsad, ths Hon’hlo Mr. 4. A. 

Abolition of the narrow-gauge railway 
line from Santipur to Krishnagar City : 
694 

Advisory Committees of the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam -Bengal Railways : 
28-30. %. 

Audit Inspectors under the Calcutta Port 
Commissioners : 239. 

Audit of the accounts of the Calcutta 
Port Trust : 231. 

Azimganj City Station : 28, 126. 

Bill, Calcutta Port (Amendment), 1983 1 
74. 

Bogra Loan Office Ltd. : 648. 

Calcutta Port Trust : 636-681. 

Chargee for electric consumption in 
Dacca City : 75. 

Concession rate in railways for the Agri- 
culture Department: 646. 
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» mem Mr. i. K-^ntd. • 

h of a flag station at Baligori 
on thfc^ M — turn Bengal Railway : <144. 



6-Exofee : 20ft, 206, 209, 211-214. 


7 — Stamps : 218, 219. 

9A- r -8cheduled taxes : 261 262, 263. 

20 — Interest on other obligations : 299. 
g2 — General administration : 341, 342. 
27 — Porte and pilotage* 418. 

30 — Scientftc departments : 518. 

30 — Scientific departments (Supple- 
mentary) : 733. 

31— Education (Reserved) : f»22. 

37 — Miscellaneous departments: 713, 
flfi. 


47 — Miscellaneous (Supplementary). 727. 
Expenditure in England : 34-36. 


Discontinuance of the Bobar-Bhcdarg&nj 
ferry service : 326. 

Expenditure on the Retrenchment Com- 
mitted Report : 643. 


Ed 

wnfiiri, tt* mem Mr. *. a.— « mew. 

Faridpur railway station : 637. 

Holiday for the English New Year's Day : 
580. 

Kalukhali-Bhatipara Branch on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway : 632-633, 

Loan offices in Bengal ; precarious 
existence of the : 376. 

Restoration of half of the cut in the 
salary of the ministerial officers of the 
Secretariat : 427, 428. 

Staffs of the Legislative and Otc Council 
Departments : 628*630. 

Vllapara railway station on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway : 15, 16. 


*«*««*, Mr. W. 0. 

Dnmands tor grant — 

30— Hoieiitific Departments : 519-520. 

31— Education (Transferred) i 537-539, 
551-552, 580-588. 
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